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AFRICA/EGYPT - More than 80 percent of Egyptians are against the
President
Cairo (Agenzia Fides) - "More than 80 percent of Egyptians reject the government and President Morsi. It is not
true, as a part of the Western press stated, that Egypt is divided in half between supporters and opponents of the
Head of State" says to Fides Agency Fr. Rafic Greiche, head of the communications for the Catholic Bishops of
Egypt. "The majority of Egyptians, Muslims and Christians, rich and poor, girls dressed in a western manner or
with the nijab, took to the streets to reject this government. Even those who voted for him" said the priest. "The
Muslim Brotherhood are divided amongst themselves, in addition there is a conflict between the Brotherhood and
Salafi groups, such as the al Nour Party, which supports the popular protest."
Yesterday, July 1, the armed forces gave a 48-hour ultimatum to the political forces to overcome the impasse that
has paralyzed the country for weeks.
After the announcement of the military, according to the reports by Fr. Greiche, "the people’s mood is good,
although there is concern about the fear of the recurrence of violence that in recent days caused a dozen deaths
and nearly 600 wounded." "But this took place outside Cairo" says the priest who proves to be confident: "I think
the army is strong and will not allow more violence."
According to Fr. Greiche the origin of the popular protests is "the disappointment of the population to the
worsening of the economic, political and social situation. At an economic level, there is no petrol, food is scarce,
there are constant interruptions in the distribution of electricity and water ... all things that did not happen before,
at the time of Mubarak. There is no security in the cities, while the jihadists have a free hand in the Sinai
Peninsula where they can do what they want. At a political level, finally, a Constitution that no one wants was
approved."
"We will see what will happen in the coming hours. In the meantime, pray for Egypt", said the priest. (L.M.)
(Agenzia Fides 02/07/2013)
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