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AFRICA/ZAMBIA - Christians launch a campaign to combat violence
against women

Lusaka (Agenzia Fides) - The Christian communities in Zambia launch a new initiative to combat violence
against women, a phenomenon of vast size in the country. According to official statistics, 47% of women in
Zambia have experienced some form of sexual or physical violence since the age of 15, including beatings and
rapes that sometimes lead to their death.
Under the impetus of the Anglican Church in the country, the Christian communities in several cities have set up
"development and comparison groups among women" to increase awareness of the issues, provide assistance and
help women to create an income and a certain degree of economic independence. The Church offers support and
advice, with the help of international non governmental organizations.
"When women are economically dependent from men, they do not have access to information about their rights,
they lack a voice in their communities, are vulnerable to abuse and violence. The Church takes stand against this
approach for the good of the community," said the campaign which has just been launched. Grazia Mazala Phiri,
national director of programs for the Anglican Church in Zambia notes: "We intend to support women and rebuild
social relationships, for women to live in their communities, in the workplace and at home safely.
Rev. Albert Chama, Anglican Archbishop of Central Africa said that "as Christians, we support women to achieve
equality in all spheres of life, starting from education." (Agenzia Fides 09/03/2013)
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