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EUROPE/SPAIN-Thousands in Madrid to demand respect for the rights of
the family

Madrid (Agenzia Fides) - For the fifth consecutive year, many Spanish Bishops will be in Colon square in
Madrid, on Friday, December 30, the liturgical feast of the Holy Family, to accompany thousands of families from
all the dioceses in the nation, in order to thank God for the gift of the Christian family and also to ask for support
to the family as the nucleus of society. Last year 60 Bishops and thousands of families attended the event.
From the information Fides received, we learn that the Bishop of Cordoba, Mgr. Demetrio Fernandez, has
highlighted the urgency of promoting births, "because a society that does not transmit life has already failed," and
added: "We must begin to help pregnant women and families with many children. There must be alternatives to
abortion. I propose the abolition of abortion and to respect the right of parents to educate their children ".
Along the same lines the Bishop of Logroño, Mgr. Juan Jose Omella expresses himself: "The social regeneration
involves not only the economy but also the education of values; family, school and the Church can do much if
they agree. Today school proposes  anti-value courses. Public education can insist on proposing the Constitution,
but if it touches the moral issues, issues of their own parents, then it imposes the values of political power. It is
something very serious".
The Bishop of Terrassa, Mgr. Jose Angel Saiz, has asked the Spanish government three things: "Firstly, to be
aware of the importance of the family as the basic unit of society;  to commits oneself to promote and defend the
family in line with Christian values and finally to promote specific policies that make family life easier". (CE)
(Agenzia Fides 29/12/2011)
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