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OCEANIA/AUSTRALIA - New project against trafficking and child labor in
India
Melbourne (Agenzia Fides) - Every day, many children are abducted against their will, or sold by their families to
be exploited in domestic work and prostitution. Many are also forced to beg on the streets just to survive. Some
are forced into selling their organs on the black market.
Unfortunately, these young victims are considered to be simple objects. A statement by the Catholic Mission
Australia sent to Fides, says that the organization officially promotes the 2013 campaign of the Propagation of the
Faith under the theme 'Do not be afraid ... I will save you.' In the coming months the Catholic Mission will deal
with the missionary response to the desperate reality of child trafficking and child labor in India and around the
world, in all the parishes of Australia, as well as online and through a campaign via e-mail . All donations
collected will be used to finance the activities of the Catholic Mission with communities in more than 160
countries around the world, providing support to entire parishes in their pastoral work. The campaign focuses on
the great work of Sister Clara Devaraj and her Salesian Sisters who work tirelessly in Chennai, formerly known as
Madras, where young girls are saved from the tragic circumstances connected to extreme poverty, they take care
and provide them with a safe environment in their Children's Home Marialaya. With the support of the Catholic
Mission, the sisters offer these victims, hospitality, counseling, medical care, education and spiritual formation.
For the sisters, faith and action go together, therefore the objective is to protect these children and encourage them
to see themselves as beloved children of God. Sister Clara will be in Australia on behalf of the Catholic Mission,
from 6 to 27 June 2013 to promote the work of Marialaya in parishes and schools. (AP) (Agenzia Fides
20/05/2013)
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