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AMERICA/BOLIVIA - The first indigenous Bishop consecrated in Santa
Cruz: a man born, raised and formed in this land
Santa Cruz (Agenzia Fides) - The Cathedral was filled with the faithful for the celebration of the Eucharist in
which Cardinal Julio Terrazas, Archbishop of Santa Cruz de la Sierra, ordained Auxiliary Bishop of the
Archdiocese, Mgr. René Leigue Cesari, the first indigenous of East Bolivian called to this ministry. In his homily,
Cardinal Terrazas called Monsignor René Leigue "son" and "friend", thanked him for accepting this mission
despite the doubts and human weakness, and reminded him that the mission of Bishops is to be ministers of unity
and witnesses of truth.
According to a note of the archdiocese sent to Fides Agency, the solemn rite, celebrated on January 16, was
attended by the Archbishop of Santa Cruz, Cardinal Julio Terrazas, also His Exc. Mgr. Sergio Gualberti,
Archbishop coadjutor, the auxiliary Bishops, priests, deacons and pastoral workers. Also His Exc. Mgr.
Giambattista Diquattro, Apostolic Nuncio, and about fifteen Bishops from all over the country were present.
After 50 years of priesthood and 34 of Episcopal ministry, Cardinal Julio Terrazas said he was especially pleased
to ordain Bishop of Santa Cruz, a man born, raised and formed in this land, then added: "I thank God that we can
have a reliable guide for the people, a word of encouragement in all circumstances, and a friendly presence, a
presence that encourages all ... who leads us to announce the ability that our people have to be able to receive
God, to love and to say with clarity and courage to all those who ask us, why we believe, celebrate, what we live
every day." (CE) (Agenzia Fides 18/01/2013)
> LINKS
Details and photos of the celebration:: http://www.iglesiasantacruz.org/:
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