FIDES SERVICE - FIDESDIENST - AGENCE FIDES - AGENZIA FIDES - AGENCIA FIDES - FIDES SERVICE – FIDESDIENST

http://www.fides.org

VATICAN - Day of the Disabled: "The world of rights cannot be the
privilege for the few, the strong and successful"
Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) - There are over one thousand million people with disabilities around the world,
15% of the entire population in the world. Of these, nearly 200 million suffer from very severe disabilities and, if
there is no real commitment on behalf of everyone the situation will deteriorate further. Chronic diseases such as
diabetes, cardiovascular disease, cancer and mental disorders are in fact increasing, proper health care is lacking,
and the average age of the population is growing.
On the occasion of today's International Day of the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, which is celebrated today
on December 3, the President of the Pontifical Council for Health Care Workers, His Exc. Mgr. Zygmunt
Zimowski, said in his message that "the Church intends to express her closeness to those who are suffering from
various forms of limitations- physical or mental. " "In the face of various diseases related to disability - the
Archbishop says - it is always useful to raise awareness on the concepts of dignity, rights and well-being of our
brothers and sisters, raising awareness of the benefits that may result from their integration in the various aspects
of social life. The world rights, in fact, cannot be the prerogative of the few, the strong and successful."
"With new eyes, disability must therefore be taken as an expression of the uniqueness of each person," continues
the President of the Pontifical Council. "It is necessary to try to promote the integral good of persons with
disabilities, giving them the necessary support and the necessary protection, even if it may result in a greater
financial and social burden. The Church, in particular, will be part of this important effort, with her closeness,
illuminating them with the light of faith and the hope that comes from solidarity and love " concludes Mgr.
Zimowski. (AP) (Agenzia Fides 03/12/2012)
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