Dear Priests and Sisters,

as we begin the new Ethiopian year, some reflections come to my mind, thinking to the past and to the new year. 

The year 2004 has been an historical year for our Church of Robe. On Yekatit 4th, 2004 (February 11th 2012) the Pope Benedict XVI has proclaimed the new Prefecture of Robe. On Miazia 21st 2004 (April 29th2012) I have taken over the responsibility as Apostolic Prefect of our Church. Lot of emotion and great work from everybody. A new journey has started for me, for you priests, religious and for all the faithful. 

We concluded the year with sister death at our door, and all our Country has been invited to reflect about the passing world and the eternal life to come. 

Thinking to the coming year I have the feeling of a certain uncertainty and we should pray for peace, justice, prosperity for our people being ready to any event without fear, strong in faith and hope. 

Regarding our new Prefecture, when things start from the beginning and changes are needed, a lot of effort and flexibility are required. I appreciated your good will, understanding and patience. Of course many other changes will come in both sides, pastoral and social as well. Up to now I have manly been looking, reflecting and praying. The time will come when decisions also will be taken. I am very confident that you will continue to be kind and sensible accepting any decision which I may take concerning the pastoral direction and the new social and development structure which I am trying to establish in the Prefecture. 

First evangelization to the non Christians is a task of our pastoral work which implies that we are ready to renew ourselves, ready to any change when needed, being very near to our people, knowing and appreciating their culture, tradition, ambition, goal, language, struggles for peace and development. 

Jesus, through us, should again be incarnated among the people he has entrusted to our pastoral care. It is Jesus who wants to incarnate, and we cannot remain an external part, like an island, in the society. We and our Church should be part and parcel of this world, without belonging to the world mentality and behaviour. We cannot segregate ourselves as a “religious” institution, like if faith is something foreigner and stranger to the daily and concrete life of people.

With Jesus of Nazareth there is no any more separation between “sacred” and“profane”. The thirty years of Jesus, working as a carpenter, are Word of God like the three years he preached. He worked ten times more that he preached. If we like to be good followers of Jesus, we should keep the same proportion. We priests should not feel more priests when we preach or minister the liturgy than when we deal with social, development and charity work. Even manual work is important. We should not relegate ourselves only to an office, feeling a little bit of superiority to the others and our workers. Manual work, be sure, is a good testimony in our effort of evangelization. We cannot always call workers even for small things which can be done easily by ourselves like sweeping, washing, cutting wood, gardening, cleaning, repairing, carrying thinks (please, do not always others to carry your bag!). 

Happy new year and pray for me, Abba Angelo. 

