FIDES SERVICE - FIDESDIENST - AGENCE FIDES - AGENZIA FIDES - AGENCIA FIDES - FIDES SERVICE – FIDESDIENST

http://www.fides.org

AMERICA/MEXICO - "Evangelization in a context of violence" at the center
of the reflection of the Bishops’ Assembly
Mexico City (Agenzia Fides) - "We are doing our work of evangelization in a more violent context compared to
other States and Monsignor Miguel (Mgr. Miguel Patiño Velazquez, Bishop of Apatzingán) is perhaps in the most
difficult and controversial area of the Country" said the Bishop of the Diocese of Zamora, Mgr. Javier Navarro in
a note sent to Fides, commenting on the situation in Mexico during the opening of the 96th Plenary Assembly of
the Mexican Episcopal Conference (CEM). A reality that was reported at the opening of the works in the message
by the President of CEM, Cardinal José Francisco Robles Ortega, Archbishop of Guadalajara: "Many brothers and
sisters are suffering tragic circumstances because of injustice, inequality, marginalization, poverty, migration,
confusion, increase of violence and insecurity caused by organized crime, corruption and impunity, as
courageously denounced by some of the brothers in the episcopate".
It is not the first time that the authorities of the Church in fact raise their voice against the increase of violence.
Michoacan has been besieged by organized crime for several months (see Fides 05/06/2013). So far, however, the
authorities' response has been ineffective, stressed Mgr. Javier Navarro.
The dramatic situation in the region was also denounced by Mgr. Patiño Velazque , Bishop of Apatzingán in a
message (see Fides 30/10/2013 where he openly speaks of "a failed state" which prompted the authorities to
strengthen security with elements of the federal police and the army.
The Bishop of Zamora pointed out that the Bishops are not threatened, and therefore should not be silent or accept
agreements with organized crime. He announced that on November 14, during the 96th Plenary Assembly of
CEM, the Bishops of Michoacan and Guerrero will lead a forum on how to evangelize in a context of violence.
(CE) (Agenzia Fides 12/11/2013)
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