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AMERICA/NICARAGUA - "You cannot change the country only with laws,
we must first change ourselves": Mgr. Baez on the amendments to the
Law 779

Masaya (Agenzia Fides) - Violence against women will disappear from our country only when real values among
young people and families are spread: this was emphasized by the Auxiliary Bishop of the Archdiocese of
Managua, His Exc. Mgr. Silvio Baez after having celebrated yesterday, the Mass for the feast of the patron saint
of the city of Masaya, St. Jerome. The note sent to Fides Agency reports that during his homily in the church of
St. Jerome, the Bishop turned to the community with a reflection on the recent reforms made by legislators during
the National Assembly. On Wednesday, September 25 in fact, with 83 votesin favor and 4 against, the organic
law on violence against women was modified in order to introduce Article 46, which provides the figure of a
mediator even for the slightest offense. This change resulted in the immediate protest of feminist groups who
oppose any reform of the law, and sparked a debate at a national level.

Thelaw 779, in force since June 2012, isthe "Law against violence on women in Nicaragua'

Initially proposed to stop the violence and the many crimes committed against women, the law has had a negative
impact on families, marriage... In fact, the immediate application of sanctions for men accused of acts of violence
did not allow mediation between aggressor and victim, and this meant, in a short period of time, alarge number of
separated or destroyed families.

"Nicaraguawill not change because of laws or decrees. Violence against women will not end with atougher law.
We must begin to change from the inside, if we want a better country”, said Mgr. Baez. (CE) (Agenzia Fides
01/10/2013)
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