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AMERICA/COLOMBIA - "Forming a conscious citizen of the right to
peace": month for peace in Sincelejo

Sincelejo (Agenzia Fides ) - "If you want peace in Colombia, one must form a conscious citizen to have the right
to peace. But it is also necessary that people have the right to protest, without violence, and also has the right to
demand answers" said the Bishop of the Diocese of Sincelejo (Colombia), His Exc. Mgr. Nel Beltran Santamaria,
in a press conference on the celebrations of the Month for Peace.
According to the note sent to Fides Agency, according to Mgr. Beltran the current situation in Colombia is the
result of broken promises, only now people are exasperated: "it is like when we have a closed pan, when the heat
is concentrated, it explodes. So the same thing happens with social problems in the country". The bishop
continued: "People should not behave like exploding volcanoes, but continue permanent protests. To protest
against those we have chosen is not needed, if we have chosen them in the wrong way, we must think about how
to make rulers understand how we think and the differences that we have, in a democratic way".
Mgr. Beltran Santamaria also explained that the reason for the "Month for Peace" is part of social pedagogy: to
put on the table and in the consciousness of people the awareness that we do not have the level of peace we should
have. From the first days of September and until September 25, the Diocese of Sincelejo have urged the
population to participate in forums and other activities promoted in educational centers for the Month for Peace,
with a very specific purpose: to promote the Culture of Peace. (CE) (Agenzia Fides 17/09/2013)
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