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AMERICA/EL SALVADOR - "Everyone has to do their part in the peace
process", Mgr. Rosa Chavez invites everyone to stop the violence in the
country
San Salvador (Agenzia Fides) - The Catholic Church in El Salvador has denounced last week’s escalation of
violence and murder, which generated controversy and criticism in public opinion on the so-called "gang truce".
A note sent to Fides reported that the auxiliary Bishop of San Salvador, Msg. Gregorio Rosa Chavez, read a
statement at the end of Sunday Mass in the Metropolitan Cathedral, where he deplored the murderous violence
that killed mostly children and young people. According to data collected by Fides, 61 people were killed in the
first days of July.
"It is the State, which must ensure our safety as citizens, but unfortunately this perception is not felt in the
community. Credibility and sustainability are two important conditions to ensure that the population is able to
believe in the truce of gangs. As we have said since the beginning, the peace process is fragile and we are
currently in a period of crisis" said the bishop. "The problem is serious and the solution is that everyone has to do
their part. Different formulas have been tried, but we are at a point of uncertainty and confusion about the
situation of violence in which one lives", said the Auxiliary Bishop.
According to a recent report by the police at least a dozen recent homicides are attributable to gangs. In March
2012, the two main gangs that act in the Country, the Mara Salvatrucha (MS-13) and the Barrio 18, declared a
truce by which the murders daily decreased from 14 to 5 (see Fides 28/03/2012 ). (CE) (Agenzia Fides
08/07/2013)
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