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ASIA/SOUTH KOREA - The Archbishop of Seoul to Buddhists: "Let us
together become a sign of peace and sharing”

Seoul (AgenziaFides) - While the Korean peninsulais still troubled by tensions and threats of war, religions are
called to "give together a sign of peace and reconciliation" and to be "asign of sharing and mercy in society": this
was said by the Archbishop of Seoul, His Exc. Mgr. Andrew Y eom Soo-jung, in a message sent to the Buddhist
faithful on the occasion of the 2557th anniversary of the birth of Buddha.

Addressing the "esteemed Buddhist friends, the Archbishop notesin the message, sent to Fides Agency: "Our
society isfull of various conflicts and divisions. We are faced with problems such as the rise of materialism and
atheism, and the lack of moral values. In such moments, | believe that the role of us men of faith isvery
important. The most important thing for usis the spirituality of sharing, mercy and love. We must carry out
actions of love visible to others and become the biggest sign of peace for the world."

The text of the message continues. "The harmonious coexistence between Buddhism and Christianity is a great
model of peace for those who are in situations of conflict. We must continue to work hard. This important
Buddhist festival is also a good opportunity to reflect on the life and preaching of Buddha. | pray that the Buddhist
spirituality of love and sharing can be deeply rooted in our society." (PA) (Agenzia Fides 14/05/2013)
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