FIDES SERVICE - FIDESDIENST - AGENCE FIDES - AGENZIA FIDES - AGENCIA FIDES - FIDES SERVICE – FIDESDIENST

http://www.fides.org

VATICAN - The social network, an instrument of evangelization and
development factor
Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) - "The challenge facing social networks is how to be truly inclusive: thus they will
benefit from the full participation of believers who desire to share the message of Jesus and the values of human
dignity, which his teaching promotes. Believers are increasingly aware that, unless the Good News is made
known also in the digital world, it may be absent in the experience of many people for whom this existential space
is important." This was said by the Holy Father Benedict XVI in his message for the 47th World Communications
Day, on the theme "Social Networks: the gates of truth and faith, new areas of evangelization."
After highlighting that "the development of social networks requires commitment" and that "the culture of social
networks and changes in the forms and styles of communication, pose serious challenges to those who want to
talk about truth and values," the Pope continues: "the ability to employ the new languages is required, not just to
keep up with the times, but precisely in order to enable the infinite richness of the Gospel to find forms of
expression capable of reaching the minds and hearts of all."
The Message points out finally that social networks can also be a factor in human development: "as an example,
in some geographical and cultural contexts where Christians feel isolated, social networks can reinforce their
sense of real unity with the worldwide community of believers. The networks facilitate the sharing of spiritual and
liturgical resources, helping people to pray with a greater sense of closeness to those who share the same faith."
(SL) (Agenzia Fides 25/01/2013)
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The full text of the Message, in different languages:
http://press.catholica.va/news_services/bulletin/news/30352.php?index=30352&po_date=24.01.2013&lang=it:
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