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AMERICA/PANAMA - Meeting of the Bishops of Central America, today the
opening of the Jubilee Year for the 500th anniversary of the first diocese
Panama (Agenzia Fides) – Since Monday, November 26, 60 Bishops of the Central American region have been in
Panama for the 2012 General Assembly of the Bishops' Secretariat of Central America (SEDAC). The meeting is
being held in the retreat house "Monte Alverna" of Panama City. The Bishops come from Guatemala, El Salvador,
Honduras, Nicaragua, Costa Rica and Panama. Outgoing President of the organism is Mgr. Leopoldo Brenes,
Archbishop of Managua, waiting for the Bishops to elect the new President. Archbishop of Panama, Mgr. José
Domingo Ulloa opened the meeting.
According to information sent to Fides Agency, today, November 28, the Bishops will attend the opening of the
Jubilee Year 2012-2013 for the 500th anniversary of the first Diocese Santa Maria la Antigua. The agenda also
includes the celebration of the Year of Faith and the exchange of pastoral experiences in the region. The meeting
will conclude on Friday 30 November.
One of the recurring themes in the various meetings of the Bishops of the region, and that will be addressed
during this meeting, concerns the exploitation of mineral resources in the various member countries. In 2010, in
the conclusive document, the Bishops had said, "we raise our voices asking our MPs to create laws that prohibit
the mining of metals through the use of cyanide ... As Pastors in our missionary work, we want to intensify the
awareness of all the faithful, that the environmental dimension is an integral part of Christian spirituality." (CE)
(Agenzia Fides 28/11/2012)
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