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ASIA/CHINA - The consecration of new churches, sign of faith and the
maturity of the continental community
Shi Jia Zhuang (Agenzia Fides) - In the missionary month of October which has just ended, several parishes
consecrated their new church, as an eloquent sign of faith, evangelization and also the maturity of the Catholic
communities of the continent. As reported to Fides Agency by Faith of He Bei, over a thousand faithful attended
the consecration of the new church dedicated to the Apostle St. Paul, that is the parish of Sha Gou, in the diocese
of Tai Yuan. The solemn ceremony took place on October 20, on the eve of World Mission Sunday. Three
Bishops of neighboring dioceses, together with His Exc. Mgr. Meng Qing Wei, Coadjutor of the Diocese of Tai
Yuan, presided at the consecration of the church, with 40 concelebrating priests. The new church has an area of
350 square meters, Gothic style and represents the community's commitment to spread the Gospel to every corner
of the world.
Also during the missionary month, the parish of Nan Zhi Dao Hui of the Diocese of Wei Nan, consecrated the
new church dedicated to Christ the King. His Exc. Mgr. Tong Chang Ping presided over the ceremony,
concelebrated by 21 priests, where hundreds of faithful attended, together with members of the Third Franciscan
Order, charitable parish Group and the faithful of other parishes that contributed to the construction of the sacred
building. The greater part of the cost, about 200,000 yuan (30,000 euro), was covered by a zealous Catholic who
had already built another church with his personal offerings. According to one of the priests present at the
consecration, "This represents the great maturity, the growth of faith and missionary consciousness of our people."
Even the parish church dedicated to the Holy Glorious Cross in the Diocese of Tai Zhou, in the province of Jiang
Su, consecrated its new church. His Exc. Mgr. Lu Xin Ping, Bishop of the Diocese of Nan Jing (Nanjing) presided
at the Mass with the participation of over 2,000 faithful and civil authorities. (NZ) (Agenzia Fides 13/11/2012)
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