FIDES SERVICE - FIDESDIENST - AGENCE FIDES - AGENZIA FIDES - AGENCIA FIDES - FIDES SERVICE – FIDESDIENST

http://www.fides.org

ASIA/BANGLADESH - More accurate and reliable data is needed in order
to combat child trafficking
Dhaka (Agenzia Fides) - In Bangladesh the problem of child trafficking continues to worsen. According to aid
workers, the problem is difficult to address because of the lack of data based. Every year there are thousands of
reported cases of children victims of trafficking from Bangladesh to other countries. The only reliable statistics
are those which refer to the number of children rescued each year and to open cases against the merchants of
human beings who are convicted each year. According to the English NGO Plan International, in the last 10 years,
about 200,000 Bengali girls were lured under false pretenses in the sex industry in neighboring countries, and are
thought to be even more. There is not a lot of data available, so the police reports and the media are the main
sources. In order to have reliable statistics, more accurate monitoring systems are needed. The government is
making progress in data collection, trying to register online the birth data to combat early marriage. Moreover, in
2010 the government, in collaboration with UNICEF and Dhaka City Corporation established a toll-free number
against child trafficking. Since 2011, according to the Aparajeyo Bangladesh, national organization to protect the
rights of children, thanks to our toll free number 312 children have been saved. From what is reported in the 2012
report on human trafficking in the State Department of the United States, the young Bangladeshis are involved in
sexual exploitation within the country, in domestic servitude, forced labor and begging. (AP) (Agenzia Fides
30/10/2012)
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