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AFRICA/LIBYA - "We must not be surprised if there are problems, but we
trust the Libyans," said Mgr. Martinelli on the eve of the vote
Tripoli (Agenzia Fides) - "For the first time in its history, in Libya truly free elections are held. Do we want to
wonder if there are any problems? I am not surprised. But I hope that the vote takes place in peace and is carried
out correctly." This is how His Exc. Mgr. Giovanni Innocenzo Martinelli, Apostolic Vicar of Tripoli, comments to
Fides Agency on the eve of the July 7 vote to elect 200 representatives of the National Libyan Assembly, who will
then have to appoint a new interim government and a commission to write the new Constitution.
"I see that the population is maturing the idea of this event, at the beginning there was a bit of indecision but now
I think they are able to face this test, with the desire to overcome it," said Mgr. Martinelli. The Apostolic Vicar of
Tripoli notes another aspect of the situation: "if Libya is doing its part and the efforts that are being done to regain
its balance are appreciated, I also see that there are groups and foreign and international organizations, with the
excuse of helping Libya, making their interests or they do not have a transparent behavior. All of us strive to help
Libya, but how many people do it with true selflessness, purity of heart and spirit?" wonders Mgr. Martinelli.
"On July 9, - concluded the Apostolic Vicar of Tripoli - I will go on a pilgrimage to Lourdes to pray to Mary, who
is also recognized by the Muslim world as the mother of the Prophet Issa, that is to say, Jesus, so this can help the
people to grow and find peace." (L.M.) (Agenzia Fides 05/07/2012)
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