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AFRICA/MALAWI - A testimony of the Church’s growth in the Country: 50
years of the diocese of Mzuzu

Lilongwe (Agenzia Fides) - The diocese of Mzuzu in Malawi celebrated on November 5 its Golden Jubilee in the
Cathedral dedicated to St. Peter. According to a note sent to Fides, the Eucharistic celebration was presided by
Archbishop Joseph Mukasa Zuza, Bishop of the diocese, who is also the President of the Episcopal Conference of
Malawi. During the Mass several African songs were sung, especially in Tumbuka, one of the most widely spoken
languages in the region.
In his address, Archbishop Nicola Girasoli, Apostolic Nuncio to Zambia and Malawi, praised Mgr. Zuza for the
strong pastoral initiatives to serve the people of the region and especially for his tireless pastoral work. The
Nuncio said that in recent years he noticed through his visits that the diocese of Mzuzu is well managed and very
well organized. Mgr. Girasoli then called on the Catholic community, in particular the laity, to remain united to
the Church.
Mgr. Zuzathanked the Nuncio for the help offered and for his concern about the creation of the new diocese of
Karonga. The Bishop of Mzuzu added that the celebration of the Golden Jubilee is a witness of the Catholic
Church’s growth in the country and asked the faithful to continue to support the diocese of Karonga. The diocese
of Karonga covers the districts of Chitipa and Karonga, which were part of the Northern Deanery of the Diocese
of Mzuzu.
Mgr. Zuza finally thanked Mgr.Girasoli, who will leave his post in Malawi and Zambia early next year as he is
destined to another location for the service offered to the local Church.
The Apostolic Prefecture of Northern Malawi was erected on May 18, 1947 (by decree of 8 May 1947), as part of
the Apostolic Vicariate of Malawi. On 3 March 1961, the Prefecture was elevated to the rank of dioceses. (L.M.)
(Agenzia Fides 08/11/2011)
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