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AMERICA/PANAMA-Child labor is a "social distortion" denounces the
Archbishop of Panama
Panama City (Fides Service) – In the context of the celebrations of the World Day Against Child Labour, on
Sunday, June 12, the Archbishop of Panama, His Exc. Mgr. José Domingo Ulloa Mendieta, OSA, criticized the
high levels of corruption in which the Central American nation lives and urged the government of Ricardo
Martinelli to eradicate child labor, because it is a "social bias" that affects thousands of children". There was, there
is and there will be corruption as long as accomplices exist, and we are all accomplices if we consider it as
something natural, only as something cunning and nothing more", said the Archbishop in the homily during Mass
on Sunday, June 12 in Panama City.
Mgr. Ulloa complained that in Panama 60,700 between children and adolescents, are working as adults and are
exploited without the State guaranteeing their rights and providing for their education: "they have the right to
enjoy their childhood and to grow, you have to give them a possibility. It is time for the parents, the state, civil
society organizations, to agree to eliminate this social distortion in our country”, continued Archbishop Ulloa.
According to data published by the local press, the National Secretariat for Children, Youth and Family of
Panama, as official data shows 60,702 children and adolescents between 5 and 17 years working in rural and
urban areas of the country, without any kind of protection, which, as reported by Mgr. Ulloa, affects their
fundamental rights. The Archbishop also urged the Panamanian authorities to investigate "in depth" on the
corruption scandals that have also involved the government in recent months. These scandals, denounced by
opposition parties and civil organizations, see some officials involved in drug dealing and human trafficking. (EC)
(Agenzia Fides 14/06/2011)
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