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AFRICA/LIBYA-" Appeals for a ceasefire have not been heard, not even
the words of the Holy Father”, said the Apostolic Vicar of Tripoli
Tripoli (Agenzia Fides) - "I asked for a ceasefire, but no one listened to the appeal. It is true, we did not hear the
bombs, but the planes flew over Tripoli preventing us from sleeping throughout the night. Although there are no
bombings, the planes create panic among the population, children do not sleep anymore. It is understood that
when a plane passes overhead in the night, we are afraid that a bomb could explode at any moment”, Archbishop
Giovanni Innocenzo Martinelli, Apostolic Vicar of Tripoli says to Fides.
"Yesterday I was at the funeral of Saif al-Arab (one of Gaddafi`s sons, who was killed in the bombing of his home
together with his three grandchildren) –the Bishop continues -. Gaddafi was not present, but there were major
representatives of the Libyan power, including some of his children, but not all. There was also Abdessalam
Jalloud”. Abdessalam Jalloud, was one of Gaddafi`s closest collaborator`s and was long considered the "number
two Libyan" until some time ago, before withdrawing from the public scene "I visited the bombed house and I
was welcomed with great respect, I also captured great attention to what the Holy Father says. I am sorry to see
this, but I get the impression that Christians are not always so careful to what the Pope says. The Holy Father
called for a ceasefire, but was not heard”, says the Apostolic Vicar of Tripoli, who concludes: "I renew my appeal
for a ceasefire, to respect the mourning family of the leader”. (L.M.) (Agenzia Fides 03/05/2011)
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