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VATICAN - AVE MARIA by Mgr Luciano Alimandi - Like a drop of water as it
falls into the ocean
Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) - The month of November opens with two Feast Days lived intensely by the Liturgy
and by popular piety: All Saints and All Souls. These two feasts give depth to the month traditionally dedicated to
praying for those who have crossed the threshold of hope. When we pray for the faithful departed, or better, for
those living in the Next World, we are reminded of the ultimate realities of human existence. Authentic Christians
are ever more keenly aware of this dimension as they prays for the souls in Purgatory, who are unable to help
themselves and rely on our prayers.
“O good Jesus, forgive us our sins, save us from the fires of Hell and take all souls into Heaven, especially those
most in need of your mercy ”. With this brief and intense invocation, Our Lady in Fatima asked people to pray to
Jesus for the holy souls in Purgatory. Each of us is called to holiness and if we were to take seriously the
wonderful vocation to live here in earth in communion with the Lord Jesus, then death would be simply
“departing” for Heaven.
Thinking of human freedom there comes to mind what Jesus said: “many are called but few are chosen” (Mt 22,
14). God calls everyone to holiness, but few heed the invitation to a banquet of intimate communion with Jesus,
the banquet of eternal life which starts here on earth. We are too distracted by many things, like the guests in
Gospel who make excuses with the host saying: “I have bought a piece of land and must go and see it. Please
accept my apologies. "Another said, "I have bought five yoke of oxen and am on my way to try them out. Please
accept my apologies. "Yet another said, "I have just got married and so am unable to come."” (Lc 14, 18-20).
We may feel we are entitled to live life without entrusting it day after day to the one who created and redeemed
us, without spending it entirely for the Kingdom of God, because there are so many other important things on
which apparently it can be spent: success, profit, so-called “wellbeing”, a career, power… in general anything
which favours affirmation of self, among the wide range of opportunities presented by the world today.
And so life is full of concerns which suffocate loving attention for our Lord and God, and interest for him
disappears. The believer is tempted to put off prayer until 'after' his radical conversion: when I have more time I
will pray, when I have less concerns I will give more thought to others, when I feel like it I will go more often to
church…
The life which the saints lived was not about waiting until tomorrow simply because tomorrow does not belong to
us. Ours is only the present moment and it is today that we must convert our hearts, refusing compromise with sin,
which is the real enemy of happiness, earthly and heavenly. Grave sin stops supernatural life and, consequently,
holiness, that is growth in Jesus Christ.
On life's horizon, the believer and every person, has to look at death. Certainly we celebrate earthly birth,
surrounding it with much attention, but not to be forgotten either, is the “birth” prelude to the great birth to
Heaven! For the believer in Christ, life on earth runs towards eternal Life in God. The saints knew this and their
funerals were celebrations, because their death was lived as their “birth” to Heaven.
Life on earth is like a drop of water as it falls down into the ocean waiting to embrace it. It falls in a very short
time. What a wonderful, consoling truth for the believer, awareness, certainty that comes from faith, of the
promises of the Risen Lord, life does not fall into nothingness, it is joined forever with the infinite love of God,
plunged into the boundless sea of His Divine mercy ! As the Holy Father Benedict XVI, said with these luminous
words: “Today we confirm our hope in eternal life founded on the death and resurrection of Christ. ‘I am risen and
will be with you forever, says the Lord, and my hand will support you. Whenever you fall, you will fall into my
hands and I will be there even at the door of death. Where no one can accompany you and where you can take
nothing with you. There I will be waiting to change the darkness into light” (Benedict XVI, Angelus, 2 November
2008). (Agenzia Fides 5/11/2008)
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