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Homily at St. Patrick’s Parish, Lilongwe, Malawi 

Sunday, 6 November 2016 

Thirty-second Sunday in Ordinary Time

Life in Christ
Dear Brothers and Sisters, 

It is a joy to be back with you here in Lilongwe after serving as the Holy Father’s Special Envoy on the occasion of the Consecration of the Cathedral in Karonga, which took place yesterday. I would like to take this opportunity to convey to all of you once again the greeting and Apostolic Blessing of His Holiness Pope Francis. To His Excellency, the Most Rev. Tarcisius Ziyaye, Archbishop of Lilongwe, I greet and thank you and your support staff for all the efforts in coordinating my time in Lilongwe, as well as for the gracious welcome. I once again express my appreciation to His Excellency, the Most Rev. Julio Murat, Apostolic Nuncio to Malawi, for all the hard work in organizing this visit. To all here present, throughout these days in Malawi, I have truly enjoyed meeting you, listening to you and speaking with you. I am honored to be able to pray with you again today as we celebrate the Sacred Mysteries.

In today’s Gospel Jesus speaks about the ‘God of the living, not of the dead.’ Through Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, God entered into a covenant family relationship with his people. Through our Baptism we entered into that same covenant and became the children of God. Since we are now members of the same family, the God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob is “also the God with my name, with your name…with our names. The God of the living!”
 He is truly our God.

Jesus is a living God, present to us and in a relationship with us. “He himself is the Covenant, he himself is the Life and the Resurrection.”
 Our union with him means that he who is the Life draws us into a new life in him. Our life in Christ is meant to bring about a peace and joy so powerful that it can overcame any difficulty. Jesus knows that many Malawians struggle with poverty, tribal divisions and hostilities, as well as temptations to witchcraft. However, if we remain alive in Christ, he will bring about unity and solidarity, for his love seeks to heal and unite. We can be confident that “He accompanies each one of us with his eternal faithfulness.”
 He will never leave us and his love and Mercy are always near to us, especially in the Sacraments and in our common bonds of friendship.

My dear brothers and sisters, it is good to be with you today as we, once again, encounter the living God, Jesus Christ, in the Word, in the Holy Eucharist and in each other. May His love give us the strength to overcome the challenges before us and make us ever more eager to share that same love with others. We have a responsibility to share the Good News with others because we live in the faith and hope of a God who “continually amazes us with his love and with his mercy.”
 May the intercession of Our Lady of Africa and the great African Saints keep you always rooted in that same love and always desirous of God’s abundant mercy. God bless you!
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(Breve discorso dopo la Messa ai fedeli laici)
To you dear lay members of the Church, as I urged the faithful yesterday in Karonga, remember your great dignity as temples of the Holy Spirit and members of the Body of Christ, for you are called to a life of holiness, “a holiness which is to be lived in the world.”
 You have been incorporated in Christ through baptism and “designated by God…through confirmation…to work so that the divine message of salvation is made known and accepted by all persons everywhere in the world” (can. 225 §1). Without a doubt, you are indispensable for this work of evangelization here in Malawi. Thus, in order to be enlightened and strengthened by the Holy Spirit in this special vocation, be sure to always “cultivate your interior life and your relationship with God…Devote time to God in prayer and in the reception of the sacraments.”

In addition to a strong spiritual and sacramental life, I remind you of the need throughout the world today for lay men and women to witness to the fidelity and beauty of chaste love. Those of you united to your spouse through the powerful bond of holy matrimony are called to fidelity and a serious commitment to chaste love within married life. As married members of God’s family, you have the special mission to “radiate God’s love, and to spread the life-giving waters of his Spirit.”
 This is done through the faithful living of your vows, the open acceptance of children and the defense of the dignity of each man and woman, equal partners in the vocation of marriage.
 The family is an icon of the Holy Trinity meant to remind each of us of the faithful and merciful love of God. To those of you who are living a single life, you remain incorporated in Christ, for whom you are called to be faithful, chaste and celibate. Live joyfully your present state, keeping your heart always open to the will of God.

On behalf of the Congregation for the Evangelization of Peoples, I thank you for your generous support of this local Church and her mission of spreading the Good News. In order to continue to dedicate  our time and energy in service to the Church, we need to draw strength from Jesus who gave his life for his sheep. We must imitate Jesus in his gift of self and in his service to others. Pastoral and ministerial charity calls us to conversion and demands that we “go forth from our own comfort zone in order to reach all the ‘peripheries’ in need of the light of the Gospel” (EG, n. 20). The privileged beneficiaries of your charitable works are the poor, the marginalized, the little ones of society, the sick, sinners and unbelievers.
Before concluding, I gently remind all of you that, in regard to our universal call to holiness, whenever we fall short or fail we are to always call upon the Mercy of God. As the Jubilee Year of Mercy draws to a close let us see its conclusion, rather, as the beginning of a life lived more deeply in the Father’s merciful embrace. As Pope Francis mentioned during last year’s visit to Kenya, the Lord asks us to be missionary disciples, “men and women who radiate the truth, beauty and life-changing power of the Gospel. Men and women who are channels of God’s grace, who enable his mercy, kindness and truth to become the building blocks of a house that stands firm.”
 In order to do this, “we must first let the waves of mercy flow over us, purify us, and refresh us, so that we can bring that mercy to others, especially those on the peripheries.”

Dear lay brothers and sisters, please know always of the Holy Father’s prayers and appreciation for you, as well as my own, as you faithfully and generously carry out God’s will for you and the Church’s work of evangelization. God bless you!
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