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The Silent Presence of the Kingdom

Dear Sisters,
I am very happy to be able to offer this Holy Mass with you as I conclude my time here in Zambia. In the days since the Consecration of the Cathedral in Karonga, Malawi, for which I was the Holy Father’s Special Envoy, I have witnessed first-hand the many joys and strengths of your local Church, indeed the fruits of the Gospel message of Jesus Christ. Therefore, it is most fitting that we gather around this altar and thank God for 125 years of Evangelization in this country. With the Canonization of Mother Teresa still fresh in our minds and hearts, we also thank God for the many blessing bestowed upon the Church throughout the World through the tireless efforts of the Missionaries of Charity. As the Prefect of the Congregation for the Evangelization of Peoples, I congratulate you and thank you for your years of dedicated service to the Church’s mission of evangelization. I would like to take this opportunity, then, to convey to all of you the support, personal greeting and Apostolic Blessing of His Holiness Pope Francis.

In today’s Gospel we hear about an encounter between Jesus and the Pharisees, who inquired about “when the Kingdom of God would come.” The response of our Lord, “behold, the Kingdom of God is among you,” is intimately connected to the heart of the Church’s mission to proclaim the Good News. Jesus sent his disciples precisely to “proclaim the Kingdom of God” (Lk 9:2). The question posed in today’s Gospel is real. Many Christians today “prefer spectacles to the silence of the Kingdom of God.”
 Rather than big shows and spectacles, Jesus reminds us today that the Kingdom is truly present, even though it is often “silent, growing within” and among each one of us.

Our role as missionaries is to make known the Kingdom and family of God, as found in the Gospel of Jesus Christ and lived in his Church. We are called to identify the Kingdom, present silently in “the holiness of daily life…in the perseverance of many Christians who courageously sustain family life: men and women who care for their children and grandparents, and who often do so with little to nothing in their pockets, but keep praying.”
 The work of evangelization urges us to show others that the Kingdom is present even in “suffering, the cross; the daily crosses of life, the cross of work and of family,” for where the cross is, there is Jesus. And where Jesus is, there is the Kingdom in all its power. You have been called to identify and love Jesus in those most in need, and you help make the Kingdom present when you quietly and patiently serve the poor and suffering, for Jesus reminds us that what you did to those most in need, “You did it to me.” 

My dear sisters, it is good to be with you today as together we recommit ourselves to the call to evangelize. “I thirst” is fittingly written on the walls of your convent chapels, a certain reminder of the deep desire in the Heart of Jesus to also fill each of you daily with His Love. May the Blessed Virgin Mary, the African Saints, St. Teresa of Calcutta and St. Leo the Great be ever at your side encouraging you to never stop proclaiming the Good News of Jesus Christ. God bless you!
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