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CATHOLIC CHURCH STATISTICS

Vatican City (Fides Service) – On the occasion of World Mission Sunday Fides News Service presents its usual panorama of the Church in the world with the help of statistics. Figures regarding members of the Church, church structures in the field of pastoral care, healthcare, education and assistance are taken from the latest edition of the Church’s Book of Statistics (31 December 2005). Please note that variations, increase or decrease compared to last year are marked + or – in brackets. 

world population

On 31 December 2005 the world population was 6,463,234,000 with an increase of 74,734,000 units compared with the previous year. Increase in every continent except Europe and this confirms the trend registered in recent years: Africa +21,910; America +8,200,000; Asia  +45,850; Oceania +488,000; decrease in Europe -1,714,000.

Catholics
On the same date the number of Catholics was 1.114.966.000 with an increase of 16.600.000 more than the previous year, in every continent as follows: Africa +4.653.000; America +6.828.000; Asia +3.083.000; Europe + 1,906,000 Oceania +130.000. 

The world percentage of Catholics decreased by 0.06 %, to 17.25% with a slight increase on all continents: Africa +0.11; America +0,19; Asia + 0,05; in Europe + 0,37; Oceania +0.01.

persons and Catholics per priest
The number of persons per priest in the world increased by 143 units, (average 12,591). Distributed by continent as follows: increase in America, Europe and Oceania, a decrease in Africa and Asia : Africa - 286 America (+106) Asia (- 1,228) Europe (+22) Oceania (+225); 

The number of Catholics per priest in the world increased by 37 units (average 2,743). Here too we have increases in America, Europe and Oceania and decreases in Africa and Asia Africa (- 20) America (+80) Asia (-24) Europe (+21) Oceania (+60);

ecclesiastical circumscriptions and mission stations
The number of ecclesiastical circumscriptions increased by 12 to 2,915 with increases on every continent: Africa +2; America +2; Asia +4; Europe +3; Oceania +1. Mission stations with resident priest are 1,315 (285 less than in the previous year) with a marked decrease Asia (-194) and in Europe (-37) where the number have been almost halved. Mission Stations without a resident priest increased by 6,691 units, ( almost double the increase registered in the previous year) to 121,872. Increase registered in every continent, greater in Africa (+2,271), and Asia (+ 3,981) followed by America (+400) end Europe (+27), Asia (+1.926) decrease only in Oceania (+12).

bishops
The number of bishops in the world increased by 57 units, to 4,841 on all continents. Increase in America (+31), and Asia, (+11) and Europe (+15) while in Africa and Oceania the situation remains the same as the previous year. Diocesan bishops are (3,650)  (34 more than the previous year); Religious Bishops are 1,191 (increase of 23 units). The increase in diocesan bishops is registered on every continent: America (+18), Asia (+7), Europe (+11); with a slight decrease in Africa (- 1) and Oceania (- 1). The number of religious Bishops has increased slightly on every continent, especially America (+ 13) followed by Asia and Europe (+4); and Oceania (+ 1).

priests and permanent deacons
The total number of priests in the world increased by 520 units, to 406,411. Increase registered in Africa (+1,111) and Asia (+1.831), but decreases on the other continents: America (-639); Europe  (-1,699) and Oceania (-84). Diocesan priests increased by 929 units, with an  increase in Africa (+806), America (+370), Asia (+833) and a decrease in Europe (-1.002) and Oceania (-78) as in the previous year. Religious priests decreased by 409 units to a total 136,649. Increases are registered as in the previous year in Asia (+998) and Africa (+305), where as a decrease is noted in America (-1009), Europe (-697) and Oceania (-6). 

Permanent deacons increased by 1,067 units to 33,391, the highest increase is again this year in America (+655) and in Europe (+398),  followed by Oceania (+15) and Africa (+6). A decrease is registered only in Asia (-7). Diocesan Permanent deacons 32,837, with increases on all continents (total increase 1,028 units). Religious permanent deacons  total 554 , plus 39 compared with the previous year with increases in America (+6); Europe (+42); Oceania (+2) and a decrease in Africa (-1) and Asia (-10).

men and women religious

The number of Brothers decreased by 322 units to 54,708. Situation: increase in Africa (+157) and Asia (+138); and a decrease in America (-130); Europe (-368) and Oceania (- 119). An overall decrease in the number of women religious (–6,930) now 760,529 was registered by continent as follows: increase in Asia (+2,736) and Africa (+1,306) decrease in Europe (-6,903), America (–3,902) and Oceania (–167). 

secular institutes

Members of male secular institutes are 741 with an overall decrease of 69 units compared with the previous year on all continents especially America (+29) and Europe (+28), followed by Asia (+9) and Africa (+3). The number in Oceania is unchanged, 1 member. Whereas the number of members of Female secular institutes decreased by 231 units to a total of 28,039 members. The only decrease was registered in Europe (-469) while numbers increased in Africa (+24), America (+136), Asia (+87), Oceania (+1).

lay missionaries and catechists
The number of lay missionaries in the world is a 200.022 units, with an overall increase of 13.555 units and an increase in Africa (+166), America (+11.969), Europe (+1.607). Decrease in Asia (-82) and Oceania (-105). 
Catechists in the world increased by 33.905 units to a total  of 2.974.703. An increase was registered on all continents and again this year especially in Asia (+22.098), followed by Africa (+4.723), Europe (+3.553), America (+2.002), Oceania (+1.529).
major seminarians

The overall number of major seminarians, diocesan and religious  has increased by 1,395 units to 114,439. An increase was registered in Africa (+789), America (+210) and Asia (+846), but the other continents registered a decrease: Europe (-443) and Oceania (-7). Diocesan major seminarians number 72,188 (+347 more than the previous year) and Religious major seminarians number 42.251 (+1.048). Diocesan seminarians have increased in number in Africa (+429), America (+79) and Oceania (+18), but they decreased in Asia (-116) and Europe (-63). Religious Seminarians have increased in Africa (+360), America (+131) and Asia (+962) and decreased in Europe (-380) and Oceania (-25).
minor seminarians

The number of minor seminarians, diocesan and religious, and increased by 457 units, to 102,042. The number increased only in Africa (+1,706), whereas it decreased in: America (-703), Asia (-392), Europe (-106) and Oceania (-48). The number of diocesan minor seminarians is 77,755 (+622) and religious seminarians number 24,287 (-165). Diocesan and religious minor seminarians have increased in number only in Africa (diocesan +973, religious +733). Diocesan seminarians are increasing in Asia (+543), but decreasing in America (-864), Europe (-8) and Oceania (-22). The number of religious seminarians increases in America (+161) but decrease elsewhere: Asia (-935), Europe (-98) and Oceania (-26).
Catholic schools

In the field of education the Catholic Church runs 64,279 kindergartens (1,206 more than in the previous year) with 6,166,698 pupils; 91,480 primary schools (+390) with 28,084,076 pupils; 39,096 secondary schools (+819) with 16,232,070 pupils. It also follows 1,813,169 students in high schools and 2,789,840 university students.

Catholic charity and healthcare centres
The Church runs 5,246 hospitals (no change compared with the previous year) most of them in America (1,712) and Europe (1,257); 17,530 dispensaries (306 more than in the previous year) mainly in America (5,363), Africa (5,292) and Asia (3,626); 577 Homes for people with Leprosy (-71) mainly in Asia (315) and Africa (211); 15,208 Homes for the elderly, the chronically ill and people with a disability (+281) mainly in Europe (8,295) and America (3,868); 9,616 orphanages (-547) one third in Asia (3,212); 10,939 creches (+7); 13,485 marriage counselling centres (-381) mainly in Europe (5,620) and America (4,915); 31.312 social rehabilitation centres and 10,825 other kinds of institutions. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 21/10/2007)

CATHOLIC CHURCH MISSION STATISTICS

Source: Church’s Yearly Book of Statistics latest edition

elaborated by Fides

in brackets variations compared with previous year:  increase (+) decrease (-) 

WORLD POPULATION – CATHOLICS

	Continent
	Population
	Catholics
	Percentage

	Africa
	898,630,000 (+ 21,910,000)
	153,470,000 (+ 4,653,000)
	 17.08 % (+ 0.11)

	America
	888,521,000 (+ 8,200,000)
	555,584,000 (+  6,828,000)
	62.53 % (+ 0.19)

	Asia
	3,939,748,000 (+ 45,850,000)
	116,572,000 (+ 3,083,000)
	2.96 % (+ 0.05)

	Europe
	703,198,000 (- 1,714,000)
	280,642,000 (+ 1,906,000)
	 39.91 % (+ 0.37)

	Oceania
	33,137,000 (+ 488,000)
	8,698,000 (+ 130,000)
	 26.28 % (+ 0.01)

	Total
	6,463,234,000 (+ 74,734,000)
	1,114,966,000 (+16,600,000)
	 17.25% (+ 0.06)


PERSONS /CATHOLICS PER PRIEST

	Continent
	persons per priest
	Catholics per priest

	Africa
	27,761 (- 286)
	4,741 (- 20) 

	America
	7,343 (+ 106)
	4,592 (+ 80)

	Asia
	51,815 (- 1,228)
	2,329 (- 24)

	Europe
	3,547 (+ 22)
	1,415 (+ 21)

	Oceania
	7,030 (+ 225 )
	1,845 (+ 60)

	Total
	12,591 (+ 143)
	2,743 (+ 37)


ECCLESIASTICAL CIRCUMSCRIPTIONS– MISSION STATIONS
	Continent
	Ecclesiastical Circumscriptions 


	Mission Stations 

with resident priest
	Mission Stations 

without resident priest

	Africa
	509 (+ 2)
	350 (- 28)
	67,960 (+ 2,271)

	America
	1,066 (+ 2)
	182  (- 25)
	12,440  (+ 400)

	Asia
	520 (+ 4)
	701 (- 194)
	40,807 (+ 3,981)

	Europe
	741 (+ 3)
	35 (- 37)
	89 (+ 27)

	Oceania
	79 (+ 1)
	47 (- 1)
	576 (+ 12)

	total
	2,915 (+ 12)
	1,315 (- 285)
	121,872 (+ 6,691)


BISHOPS

	Continent
	Total bishops
	diocesan bishops
	Religious bishops

	Africa
	630 (=)
	456 (- 1)
	174 (+ 1)

	America
	1,832 (+ 31)
	1,269 (+ 18)
	563 (+ 13)

	Asia
	693 (+ 11)
	508 (+ 7)
	185 (+ 4)

	Europe
	1,560 (+ 15)
	1,334 (+ 11)
	226 (+ 4)

	Oceania
	126 (=)
	83 (- 1)
	43 (+ 1)

	total
	4,841 (+ 57)
	3,650 (+ 34)
	1,191 (+ 23)


PRIESTS

	Continent
	Total priests
	Diocesan priests
	Religious priests

	Africa
	32,370 (+ 1,111)
	21,164 (+ 806)
	11,206 (+ 305)

	America
	120,995 (- 639)
	78,126 (+ 370)
	42,869 (- 1,009)

	Asia
	50,053 (+ 1,831)
	29,330 (+ 833)
	20,723 (+ 998)

	Europe
	198,279 (- 1,699)
	138,492 (- 1,002)
	59,787 (- 697)

	Oceania
	4,714 (- 84)
	2,650 (- 78)
	2,064 (- 6)

	total
	406,411 (+ 520)
	269,762 (+ 929)
	136,649 (- 409)


PERMANENT DEACONS

	Continent
	Total 

permanent deacons
	Diocesan

Permanent deacons
	Religious

Permanent deacons

	Africa
	374 (+ 6)
	357 (+ 7)
	17 (- 1)

	America
	21,722 (+ 655)
	21,551 (+ 649)
	171 (+ 6)

	Asia
	141 (- 7)
	96 (+ 3)
	45 (- 10)

	Europe
	10,926 (+ 398)
	10,610 (+ 356)
	316 (+ 42)

	Oceania
	228 (+ 15)
	223 (+ 13)
	5 (+ 2)

	total
	33,391 (+ 1,067)
	32,837 (+ 1,028)
	554 (+ 39)


RELIGIOUS BROTHERS AND WOMEN RELIGIOUS

	Continent
	Brothers
	Women Religious
	

	Africa
	7,948 (+ 157)
	58,781 (+ 1,306)
	

	America
	16,457 (- 130)
	215,372 (- 3,902)
	

	Asia
	9,166 (+ 138)
	153,472 (+ 2,736)
	

	Europe
	19,574 (- 368)
	322,995 (- 6,903)
	

	Oceania
	1,563 (- 119)
	9,909 (- 167)
	

	total
	54,708 (- 322)
	760,529 (- 6,930)
	


MEMBERS OF SECULAR INSTITUTES

	Continent
	Members of secular institutes

Male
	Members of secular institutes

Female

	Africa
	50 (+ 3)
	505 (+ 24)

	America
	220 (+ 29)
	5,978 (+ 136)

	Asia
	43 (+ 9)
	1,580 (+ 87)

	Europe
	427 (+ 28)
	19,932 (- 469)

	Oceania
	1 (=)
	44 (+ 1)

	total
	741 (+ 69)
	28,039 (- 231)


LAY MISSIONARIES AND CATECHISTS

	Continent
	Lay missionaries
	Catechists

	Africa
	4,092 (+ 166)
	384,379 (+ 4,723)

	America
	179,805 (+ 11,969)
	1,727,889 (+ 2,002)

	Asia
	11,838 (- 82)
	319,357 (+ 22,098)

	Europe
	3,870 (+ 1,607)
	526,418 (+ 3,553)

	Oceania
	417 (- 105)
	16,660 (+ 1,529)

	total
	200,022 (+ 13,555)
	2,974,703 (+ 33,905)


MAJOR SEMINARIANS – DIOCESAN AND RELIGIOUS 

	Continent
	Total

Major seminarians


	Diocesan

Major seminarians
	Religious

Major seminarians

	Africa
	23,580 (+ 789)
	16,389 (+ 429)
	7,191 (+ 360)

	America
	36,891 (+ 210)
	25,225 (+ 79)
	11,666 (+ 131)

	Asia
	30,066 (+ 846)
	14,960 (- 116)
	15,106 (+ 962)

	Europe
	22,958 (- 443)
	14,969 (- 63)
	7,989 (- 380)

	Oceania
	944 (- 7)
	645 (+ 18)
	299 (- 25)

	total
	114,439 (+ 1,395)
	72,188 (+ 347)
	42,251 (+ 1,048)


MINOR SEMINARIANS – DIOCESAN AND RELIGIOUS

	Continent
	total

minor seminarians 


	diocesan

minor seminarians 


	religious

minor seminarians 



	Africa
	47,241 (+ 1,706)
	42,366 (+ 973)
	4,875 (+ 733)

	America
	17,288 (- 703)
	11,854 (- 864)
	5,434 (+ 161)

	Asia
	23,808 (- 392)
	15,201 (+ 543)
	8,607 (- 935)

	Europe
	13,357 (- 106)
	8,037 (- 8)
	5,320 (- 98)

	Oceania
	348 (- 48) 
	297 (- 22)
	51 (- 26)

	Total
	102,042 (+ 457)
	77,755 (+ 622)
	24,287 (- 165)


SCHOOLS AND PUPILS

	
	INFANT

schools
	children
	PRIMARY

schools
	pupils
	SECONDARY

schools
	PUPILS
	High school

pupils
	UNIVERSITY

Pupils

	Africa
	11,576
	1,149,435
	32,643
	12,435,829
	8,607
	3,438,139
	51,188
	70,714

	America
	15,176
	1,541,659
	23,325
	7,045,014
	10,857
	3,696,572
	581,024
	1,962,673

	Asia
	13,139
	1,651,401
	15,547
	4,907,509
	8,919
	4,985,062
	899,361
	457,518

	Europe
	23,061
	1,714,519
	17,013
	3,003,670
	10,001
	3,721,164
	272,288
	288,151

	Oceania
	1,327
	109,684
	2,952
	692,054
	712
	391,133
	9,308
	10,784

	total
	64,279
	6,166,698
	91,480
	28,084,076
	39,096
	16,232,070
	1,813,169
	2,789,840


HOSPITALS/CLINICS, CHARITY WORK, WELFARE

	Continent
	hospitals
	Dispensaries
	Leprosy

centres
	Homes for the elderly, chronically ill, disabled 
	orphanages
	Nursery

schools
	Marriage

Counselling

centres,
	other institutes
	total

	Africa
	1,046
	5,292
	211
	723
	843
	1,282
	1,558
	2,933
	1,731

	America
	1,712
	5,363
	47
	3,868
	2,565
	4,002
	4,915
	13,286
	4,825

	Asia
	1,073
	3,626
	315
	1,907
	3,212
	3,230
	1,088
	4,051
	1,820

	Europe
	1,257
	2,755
	3
	8,295
	2,929
	2,328
	5,620
	10,356
	2,386

	Oceania
	158
	494
	1
	415
	67
	97
	304
	686
	63

	total
	5,246
	17,530
	577
	15,208
	9,616
	10,939
	13,485
	31,312
	10,825


ECCLESIASTICAL CIRCUMSCRIPTIONS DEPENDENT ON THE 

CONGREGATION FOR THE EVANGELISATION OF PEOPLES

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) – The Congregation for the Evangelisation of Peoples is at the service of the Pope as the “central body for promoting, directing and co-ordinating” the activity of evangelisation of peoples and missionary cooperation throughout  the world (cfr,​ Ad gentes, 29; Pastor bonus,85),


From the beginning the Church in obedience to the command received from Christ has always proclaimed the Gospel to all peoples, In order to fulfil her missionary duty in the face of growing demand for evangelisation in the 16th century the Church began to set up special structures, In 1622 Pope Gregory XV instituted the “Sacred Congregation de Propaganda Fide”, with the task of “preaching and proclaiming the Gospel and Catholic doctrine in all missions”, investing it also with decision making powers to guarantee this commitment rapidity and effectiveness, In 1627 Pope Urban VIII founded Propaganda Fide Urban College, for the formation of secular clergy for the mission and the Tipografia Poliglotta (Vatican Printing Press) to print documents and books in different languages,


With the apostolic constitution “Pastor bonus” Pope John Paul II confirmed the general principle of jurisdiction laid down by the Second Vatican Council (cfr, Ad gentes, 29), which states: “The Congregation has the task of directing and co-ordinating  the work of evangelisation of peoples and missionary cooperation” (85),


The main duties of the Congregation for the Evangelisation of Peoples include: guarantee proper distribution of missionaries and formation for local secular clergy and catechists; entrust Religious Institutes, or Mission Societies, or particular Churches with the evangelisation of mission territories, 


Ecclesiastical circumscriptions dependent on the Congregation for the Evangelisation of Peoples  (CEP)  to 17 October 2007:

1,089 Ecclesiastical Circumscriptions dependent on the CEP

(in brackets variations compared with the previous year)

	Continent


AD
D
AT
VA
PA
M
AA
OM
Total

	Africa



879+3)
374
-
14
9 (+1)
1
1
  3
489 (+4)

	America


7
31
-
44
1
2
-

  85 (=)

	Asia



75
332
1
15
36
3
4
   2
469 (+1)

	Oceania


11
31
-
-
1
2
-
    1
  46 (=)

	

	Totale



177
768
1
73
46
8
5
    6
1,089 (+5)




INFO: archdiocese (AD), diocese (D), territorial abbacy (AT), apostolic vicariate (VA), apostolic prefecture (PA), apostolic administration (AA), Mission sui juris (M), military Ordinariate (OM) 

(S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 6/10/2007)
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