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CATHOLIC CHURCH STATISTICS
Vatican City (Fides Service) – Here is Fides annual report on Catholic Church statistics which is prepared every year in view of World Mission Sunday 23 October. Figures regarding members of the Church, church structures in the field of pastoral care, healthcare, education and assistance are taken from the latest edition of the Church’s Book of Statistics (December 2003). Please note that variations, increase or decrease compared to last year are marked + or – in brackets. 


On 31 December 2003 the world population was 6.301.377.000 with an increase of 79.483.000 units compared with the previous year. Increase by continent as follows: Africa +20.042.000; America +8.424.000; Asia  +45.205.000; Oceania +858.000; and this year an increase also in Europe +214.000.000.

On 31 December 2003 the number of Catholics was 1.085.557.000 with an increase of 15.242.000 more than the previous year, by continent as follows: Africa +6.231.000; America +6.678.000; Asia +2.434.000; Oceania +113.000. Again this year Europe showed a decrease in the number of Catholics although less than last year - 214.000 (- 674.000).

The world percentage of Catholics increased by 0.3 %, reaching 17.23% and the following variations were registered on the different continents: increase in Africa +0.34; America +0.17; Asia (+0.03), decrease in Europe –0.31; decrease in Oceania -0.37.

The number of persons per priest in the world increased by 156 units, (average 12,264/1). By continent as follows: increase in America (+63) and Europe (+57) and Oceania (+13); decrease in Africa (-409) and Asia (-450).

The number of Catholics per priest in the world increased by 35 units (average 2,677/1). By continent: increase in America (+51) and Europe (+12), in Africa (+29), Oceania (+13); Asia same as last year (average 2,407).

The number of ecclesiastical circumscriptions increased by a total number of 10 to 2,893 with increases on every continent. Mission stations with resident priest are 1,701 (272 more than last year) with an increase on every continent, except Africa. Mission Stations without a resident priest increased by 3,068 units, to 112,115. Increase registered in Africa (+416), America (+4.553) end Europe (+4), decrease in Asia (-1.710) and Oceania (-195).
The number of bishops in the world increased by 47 units, to 4,742. The numbers increased on every continent, markedly in Europe (+23). Diocesan bishops are 2,597 (928 less than last year), religious bishops increased to 2,145 (with 975 units). Diocesan bishops increased in Africa but decreased in Europe (-615) and America (-249), religious bishops increased on all continents, markedly in Europe (+638) and America (+ 256) 
The total number of priests in the world increased by 392 units, to 405,450. Higher increase  in Africa (+1.145) and Asia (+1.010) a decrease only in Europe  (-1897). Diocesan priests increased by 707 units, with increases on all continents except Europe (-1.021). Religious priests decreased by 315 units. The only continent with an increase was Asia (+447). 

Permanent deacons increased by 1,427 units to 31,524. More consistent increases in America (+1.075) and Europe (+336). Decrease only in Asia (-3). Permanent diocesan deacons 31,000, with increases on all continents (total increase 1,499 units). Religious permanent deacons  524, less 72 units. Only continent with slight increase Oceania (+1), a decrease on the other continents.

Brothers decreased by 208 units to 54,620. Situation: increase in Africa (+231) and Asia (+327); decrease in Europe (-309), America (-394) and Oceania (-63). 

An overall decrease in the number of women religious (–6.663) now 776,269 was registered by continent as follows: decrease in Europe (-9.397), America (–2.843) and Oceania (–297); increase in Asia (+3.445) and Africa (+2.429). 

Members of male secular institutes are 691 with an overall increase of 121 units compared to last year on all continents. Members of Female secular institutes also increased by  720 units to a total of 28,916 members. Only continent with a decrease Asia (-41).   

The number of Lay missionaries increased by 172,331 units, to 28,586 with increases on all  continents. However the greater part of lay missionaries are in America (156,461) a continent where the increase was higher  (+21.815). 

Catechists in the world increased by 80,222 units to 2,847,673. Increases on all continents, more markedly in America (+ 53.675) and Europe (+15.672). 

The number of major seminarians, diocesan and religious, decreased 826 units, to a total 112,373. Overall increases only in Asia (+686) and Oceania (+9). Diocesan major seminarians 72,266 (-711) religious seminarians 40,107 (-115). Both categories decreased  in Africa, America and Europe; but increased in Asia; in Oceania diocesan seminarians increased and religious seminarians decreased. 

Minor seminarians, diocesan and religious, increased by 1,411 units, to 98,372. Increases only in Europe (+84) and Oceania (+57). Minor diocesans  75,562 (-1.081) religious 22,810 (-330). Both categories decreased in Africa and America; Asia shows an decrease  in diocesan and increase in religious; in Europe increase in diocesan decrease in religious; Oceania shows an increase both categories.
In the field of education the Catholic Church runs 64.307 infant schools for 6,394,295 children; 92.461 primary schools for 28,511,698 pupils; 39,404 secondary schools for 16,454,439 pupils. It follows 1,715,556 high school pupils and 2,364,899 university students. The Church’s activity in this field has grown: 1,204 more infant schools, 911 more primary schools, 2,129 more secondary schools.  

Catholic charity and healthcare Centres : 80,612 as follows: 5,236 hospitals, 16,679 dispensaries, 656 centres for people with leprosy, 14,794 homes for the elderly and disabled, 9,996 orphanages 10,634 kindergartens, 12,804 marriage counselling centres, 9,813 other institutes; institutes distributed by continent in decreasing order: America, Europe, Asia, Africa and Oceania. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 22/10/2004)

CATHOLIC CHURCH MISSION STATISTICS
Source: Church’s Yearly Book of Statistics latest edition

elaborated by Fides

in brackets variations compared with previous year:  increase (+) decrease (-) 

WORLD POPULATION – CATHOLICS
	continent
	population
	Catholics
	percentage

	Africa
	850,558,000 (+ 20,042,000)
	143,659,000 (+ 6,231,000)
	 16.89 % (+ 0.34)

	America
	866,207,000 (+ 8,424,000)
	541,017,000 (+  6,678,000)
	62.46 % (+ 0.17)

	Asia
	3,845,315,000 (+ 45,205,000)
	112,668,000 (+ 2,434,000)
	2.93  % (+ 0.03)

	Europe
	707,037,000 (+ 4,954,000)
	279,701,000 (- 214,000)
	 39.56 % (- 0.31)

	Oceania
	32,260,000 (+ 858,000)
	8,512,000 (+ 113,000)
	 26.41 % (- 0.37)

	total
	6,301,377,000 (+ 79,483,000)
	1,085,557,000 (+15,242,000)
	 17,23% (+ 0,3)


PEOPLE /CATHOLICS PER PRIEST
	continent
	people per priest
	Catholics per priest

	Africa
	27,961 (- 409)
	4,723 (+ 29) 

	America
	7,129 (+ 63)
	4,453 (+ 51)

	Asia
	53,769 (- 450)
	2,407 (=)

	Europe
	3,503 (+ 57)
	1,386 (+ 12)

	Oceania
	6,616 (+ 140 )
	1,745 (+ 13 )

	average
	12,264 (+ 156)
	2,677 (+ 35)


ECCLESIASTICAL CIRCUMSCRIPTIONS– MISSION STATIONS
	continent
	ecclesiastical
circumscriptions
	mission stations
with resident priest
	mission stations
no resident priest

	Africa
	505 (+ 2)
	310 (- 484)
	64,753 (+ 416)

	America
	1,061 (+ 2)
	422  (+ 218)
	11,612  (+ 4,553)

	Asia
	508 (+ 2)
	851 (+ 420)
	34,900 (- 1,710)

	Europe
	741 (+ 4)
	69 (+ 69)
	23 (+ 4)

	Oceania
	78 (=)
	49 (+ 49)
	827 (- 195)

	total
	2,893 (+ 10)
	1,701 (+ 272)
	112,115 (+ 3,068)


BISHOPS
	continent
	total
	diocesan
	religious 

	Africa
	632 (+ 15)
	449 (+ 7)
	183 (+ 8)

	America
	1,769 (+ 7)
	968 (- 249)
	801 (+ 256)

	Asia
	679 (0)
	434 (- 62)
	245 (+ 62)

	Europe
	1,534 (+ 23)
	671 (- 615)
	863 (+ 638)

	Oceania
	128 (+ 2)
	75 (- 9)
	53 (+ 11)

	total
	4,742 (+ 47)
	2,597 (- 928)
	2,145 (+ 975)


PRIESTS
	continent
	total
	diocesan
	religious

	Africa
	30,419  (+ 1,145)
	19,559 (+ 687)
	10,860 (+ 458)

	America
	 121,501 (+ 107)
	77,200 (+ 440)
	44,301 (- 333)

	Asia
	46,800 (+ 1,010)
	27,837 (+  563)
	18,963 (+ 447)

	Europe
	201,854 (- 1897)
	140,703 (- 1,021)
	61,151 (- 876)

	Oceania
	4,876 (+ 27)
	2,742 (+ 38)
	2,134 (- 11)

	total
	405,450 (+ 392)
	268,041 (+ 707)
	137,409 (- 315)


PERMANENT DEACONS
	continent
	total
	diocesan
	religious

	Africa
	336 (0)
	324 (+ 8)
	12 (- 8)

	America
	20,726 (+ 1,075)
	20,559 (+ 1,119)
	167 (- 44)

	Asia
	140 (- 3)
	83 (+ 9)
	57 (- 12)

	Europe
	10,108 (+ 336)
	9,825 (+ 345)
	283 (- 9)

	Oceania
	214 (+ 19)
	209 (+ 18)
	5 (+ 1)

	total
	31,524 (+ 1,427)
	31,000 (+ 1,499)
	524 (- 72)


BROTHERS and WOMEN RELIGIOUS 

	Continent
	brothers
	women religious
	

	Africa
	7,370 (+ 231)
	56,409 (+ 2,429)
	

	America
	16,565 (- 394)
	222,643 (- 2,843)
	

	Asia
	8,475 (+ 327)
	148,225 (+ 3,445)
	

	Europe
	20,594 (- 309)
	338,688 (- 9,397)
	

	Oceania
	1,616 (- 63)
	10,304 (- 297)
	

	total
	54,620 (- 208)
	776,269 (- 6,663)
	


MEMBERS OF SECULAR INSTITUTES
	continent
	men
	women

	Africa
	39 (+ 7)
	474 (+ 39)

	America
	200 (+ 92)
	5,763 (+ 152)

	Asia
	46 (+ 11)
	1,440 (- 41)

	Europe
	405 (+ 11)
	21,194 (+ 570)

	Oceania
	1 (0)
	45 (0)

	total
	691 (+ 121)
	28,916 (+ 720)


LAY MISSIONARIES, CATECHISTS
	continent
	lay missionaries
	catechists

	Africa
	2,633 (+ 58)
	362,791 (+ 4,454)

	America
	156,461 (+ 21,815)
	1,672,363 (+ 53,675)

	Asia
	10,732 (+ 5,369)
	284,282 (+ 6,269)

	Europe
	2,373 (+ 1,296)
	513,033 (+ 15,672)

	Oceania
	132 (+ 48)
	15,204 (+ 152)

	total
	172,331 (+ 28,586)
	2,847,673 (+ 80,222)


MAJOR SEMINARIANS – DIOCESAN AND RELIGIOUS 

	continent
	total
	diocesan
	religious

	Africa
	21,909 (- 301)
	15,662 (- 236)
	6,247 (- 65)

	America
	37,191 (- 584)
	25,200 (- 176)
	11,991 (- 408)

	Asia
	27,931 (+ 686)
	15,017 (+ 134)
	12,914 (+ 552)

	Europe
	24,387 (- 636)
	15,751 (- 456)
	8,636 (- 180)

	Oceania
	955 (+ 9)
	636 (+ 23)
	319 (- 14)

	total
	112,373 (- 826)
	72,266 (- 711)
	40,107 (- 115)


MINOR SEMINARIANS – DIOCESAN AND RELIGIOUS 
	continent
	total
	diocesan
	religious

	Africa
	43,305 (- 933)
	39,360 (- 892)
	3,945 (- 41)

	America
	18,357 (- 588)
	13,022 (- 88)
	5,335 (- 500)

	Asia
	22,513 (- 31)
	14,374 (- 435)
	8,139 (+ 404)

	Europe
	13,803 (+ 84)
	8,476 (+ 285)
	5,327 (- 201)

	Oceania
	394 (+ 57) 
	330 (+ 49)
	64 (+ 8)

	total
	98,372 (- 1,411)
	75,562 (- 1,081)
	22,810 (- 330)


SCHOOLS AND PUPILS
	
	INFANTS
schools
	INFANTS
pupils
	PRIMARY
schools
	PRIMARY
pupils
	SECONDARY
schools
	SECONDARY
pupils
	HIGHSCHOOL
pupils
	UNIVERSITY
students

	Africa
	11,538
	1,036,886
	31,586
	11,624,328
	8,299
	2,603,550
	52,797
	46,398

	America
	15,734
	2,016,725
	25,189
	7,705,018
	11,601
	4,800,474
	521,462
	1,590,342

	Asia
	12,495
	1,545,435
	15,553
	5,520,491
	8,738
	4,949,344
	904,740
	463,589

	Europe
	23,532
	1,708,653
	16,981
	3,010,050
	10,091
	3,723,242
	230,812
	261,257

	Oceania
	1,008
	86,596
	3,152
	651,811
	675
	377,829
	5,745
	3,313

	total
	64,307
	6,394,295
	92,461
	28,511,698
	39,404
	16,454,439
	1,715,556
	2,364,899


HOSPITALS/CLINICS,CHARITY WORK,WELFARE
	Continent
	hospitals
	dispensaries
	leprosy care centres
	homes for aged chronically ill and disabled
	orphanages
	nurseries
	marriage counselling centres
	other

institutes
	total

	Africa
	975
	5,097
	254
	658
	1,620
	1,255
	1,447
	1,772
	13,078

	America
	1,837
	5,315
	69
	3,910
	2,470
	3,888
	5,179
	4,422
	27,090

	Asia
	1,073
	3,526
	327
	1,776
	3,171
	3,121
	930
	1,630
	15,554

	Europe
	1,199
	2,235
	4
	8,069
	2,671
	2,283
	4,988
	1,931
	23,380

	Oceania
	152
	506
	2
	381
	64
	87
	260
	58
	1,510

	total
	5,236
	16,679
	656
	14,794
	9,996
	10,634
	12,804
	9,813
	80,612


ECCLESIASTICAL CIRCUMSCRIPTIONS DEPENDENT ON THE 
CONGREGATION FOR THE EVANGELISATION OF PEOPLES
source  “Guida delle Missioni cattoliche 2005” 

Vatican City (Fides Service) – According to the “Guida delle Missioni cattoliche 2005” published by the Congregation for the Evangelisation of Peoples (31 December 2004 Italian only), the total number of circumscriptions [archdiocese (AD), diocese (D),  territorial abbacy (AT). Apostolic vicariate (VA), apostolic prefecture (PA), apostolic administration (AA), Mission sui juris (M), military ordinate (OM)] in the care of the Congregation for the Evangelisation of Peoples is now 1.069 distributed as follows 477 in Africa; 453 in Asia; 80 in America; 45 in Oceania and 14 in Europe.     


The Congregation for the Evangelisation of Peoples is at the service of the Pope as the “central body for promoting, directing and co-ordinating” the activity of evangelisation of peoples and missionary cooperation throughout  the world (cfr.​ Ad gentes, 29; Pastor bonus,85).


From the beginning the Church in obedience to the command received from Christ has always proclaimed the Gospel to all peoples. In order to fulfil her missionary duty in the face of growing demand for evangelisation in the 16th century the Church began to set up special structures. In 1622 Pope Gregory XV instituted the “Sacred Congregation de Propaganda Fide”, with the task of “preaching and proclaiming the Gospel and Catholic doctrine in all missions”, investing it also with decision making powers to guarantee this commitment rapidity and effectiveness. In 1627 Pope Urban VIII founded Propaganda Fide Urban College, for the formation of secular clergy for the mission and the Tipografia Poliglotta (Vatican Printing Press) to print documents and books in different languages.


With the apostolic constitution “Pastor bonus” Pope John Paul II ha confirmed the general principle of jurisdiction laid down by the Second Vatican Council (cfr. Ad gentes, 29), which states: “The Congregation has the task of directing and co-ordinating  the work of evangelisation of peoples and missionary cooperation” (85).


The main duties of the Congregation for the Evangelisation of Peoples include: guarantee proper distribution of missionaries and formation for local secular clergy and catechists; entrust Religious Institutes, or Mission Societies, or particular Churches with the evangelisation of mission territories. 


Ecclesiastical circumscriptions dependent on the Congregation for the Evangelisation of Peoples  (CEP)  to 31 December 2004:

Ecclesiastical circumscriptions dependent on the CEP: 1,069

	Continent


AD
D
AT
VA
PA
M
AA
OM
Totale

	Africa



83
367
-
15
7
1
1
  3
477

	America


7
26
-
42
2
3
-

  80

	Asia



75
318
1
15
34
6
2
   2
453

	Europe


4
8
-
-
1
-
1

  14

	Oceania


11
31
-
-
1
1
-
    1
  45

	

	total



180
750
1
72
45
11
4
     6
1,069


SOME STATISTICS IN DETAIL
Regarding ecclesiastical circumscriptions dependent on the CEP
	
	area sq km
	population
	people per sq km

	Catholics
	Percentage
Catholics/Pop.
	Baptisms

	Africa
	38,818,755
	719,257,499
	18,5
	146,207,178
	20.23%
	3,381,602

	America
	11,641,342
	19,384,537
	1,6
	11,027,146
	56.88%
	190,117

	Asia *
	18,120,156
	2,090,417,905
	115,3
	39,045,897
	1.8%
	925,202

	Europe
	109,259
	9,937,778
	90,9
	1,081,792
	10.8%
	12,462

	Oceania
	827,352
	11,331,827
	13,6
	2,922,757
	25.9%
	55,535

	total
	69,516,864
	2,850,329,546
	41,0
	200,284,770
	7.02%
	4,566,918


* date regarding Asia includes only partial information on mainland China. 

The “Guida delle Missioni Cattoliche 2005” illustrates the varied situation of ecclesiastical circumscriptions dependent on the CEP all over the world working for evangelisation and integral human promotion.

Since 1989 (the year of the previous edition of the Guida) to 31 December 2004, a total of 134 new circumscriptions were created and some 150 were modified. On 31 December 2004 the Congregation for the Evangelisation of Peoples was responsible for 1,069 circumscriptions, almost 30% of all the Catholic Church’s circumscriptions in the world. The total of 1,069 includes: 180 metropolitan archdioceses; 750 dioceses; 1 territorial abbacies; 72 apostolic vicariates; 45 apostolic prefectures; 4 apostolic administrations; 11 Missions "sui iuris" and 6 military ordinates. These are distributed by number as follows 477 in Africa, 453 in Asia; 80 in America; 45 in Oceania; 14 in Europe.


These statistics are useful for updating some aspects of the Church’s missionary activity. In mission countries the Church’s concern and service is addressed to a total population of 2.850 million, of these 200 million or 7.02% are Catholics distributed as follows (Catholics/per population): 20.23% in Africa; 56.88% in America; 1.8 %  in Asia. 10.8 %  in Europe and 25.9%  in Oceania.


The service of "Missio ad gentes" involves 85,000 priests (52,000 diocesan  and  33,000 religious), distributed as follows 27,000 in Africa; 44,000 in Asia; 6,000 in America; 5,000 in Oceania; 3,000 in Europe. In their mission they are supported by the work of 28,000 Brothers; 45,000 Sisters and 1,650,000 full time catechists. The Congregation for the Evangelisation of Peoples is also responsible for the spiritual and academic formation of seminarians in 280 major inter-diocesan seminaries and 110 minor seminaries, also partially providing for their upkeep.

The Guide also shows the Congregation’s commitment to building new churches and chapels, for small remote rural communities in particular. It also helps support about 42,000 schools; health care centres and programmes (1,600 hospitals over 6,000 dispensaries, 780 centres for people with leprosy); creative and social programmes (12,000 initiatives).

(Agenzia Fides 22/10/2005)

� EMBED Word.Picture.8  ���








Agenzia Fides “Palazzo di Propaganda Fide” - 00120 Città del Vaticano - tel. 06 69880115 - fax  06 69880107 - E-mail:  fides@fides.va
PAGE  
8

[image: image2.png]agenzia fides

AGENZIA DELLA CONGREGAZIONE PER L'EVANGELIZZAZIONE DEIPOPOLI




_1137661794.doc
[image: image1.png]agenzia fides

AGENZIA DELLA CONGREGAZIONE PER L'EVANGELIZZAZIONE DEIPOPOLI








