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AGENZIA DELLA CONGREGAZIONE PER L'EVANGELIZZAZIONE DEIPOPOLI





FIDES Service, 29 December 2006
A COLLECTION OF THE PRAYERS OF THE BIBLE

With its “world prayer campaign”, Fides Agency is glad to present this PRAYER COLLECTION on the occasion of the Christmas Celebration, of the coming of the Saviour of mankind. The “New Evangelization” means getting the Good News to those who have forgotten and to those who don’t know it. It means first of all listening to God who revealed himself with his Son Jesus, conceived by the Holy Ghost in the womb of the Virgin Mary. It means getting in contact with God, through the mediation of Jesus, who is not a ruler king, but a king who reigns with the Cross «Regnavit a ligno Deus» (hymn Vexilla Regis of the Time of Passion): «God rules with the Cross». He’s a King who proposes and doesn’t impose. He’s an humble King who presents himself to us to establish a dialogue with men, to bring them words of salvation, to offer them his own Love, to let them enter his intimacy in order to see it one day face to face, who he is. But this intimacy is already possible on this earth, and it’s God who takes, as usual, the initiative, with his disinterested endless love, with a love full of humility: He ask to let him come inside us…

«…Look, I am standing at the door, knocking. If one of you hears me calling and opens the door, I will come in to share a meal at that person's side» (Revelation 3, 20).


Listening to Jesus, feeding on his word, eating with him and feeding on his Body and, by this way, becoming the Temple of the Holy Trinity: «Anyone who loves me will keep my word, and my Father will love him, and we shall come to him and make a home in him» (John 14, 23).


Yes,«Blessed are those who are invited to the wedding feast of the Lamb» (Revelation 19, 9).

The prayers of the Bible are a dialogue of the believer with God, in every circumstances of life, and express worshipping, thanking, requesting for help and assistance for the poor, for protection against enemies, for release from the oppressor, love for God and his commandments, trust in his fidelity 


We chose all of the prayers of everyday life of the different persons presented by the Bible, in order to make them ours, in joyful moments and the ups and downs of life. The collection doesn’t include the Book of the Psalms, which is one and every believer may consult easily and pray with these psalms, like God and his Holy Mother, the Virgin Mary, did.

(J.M.)

(Fides Agency, December 2006)

BIBLE PRAYERS COLLECTION

Abraham intercedes for Sodom 


Genesis 18, 22b-33
1

6From there the men set out and arrived within sight of Sodom, with Abraham accompanying them to speed them on their way. 17Now Yahweh had wondered, "Shall I conceal from Abraham what I am going to do, 18as Abraham will become a great and powerful nation and all nations on earth will bless themselves by him? 19For I have singled him out to command his sons and his family after him to keep the way of Yahweh by doing what is upright and just, so that Yahweh can carry out for Abraham what he has promised him." 20Then Yahweh said, "The outcry against Sodom and Gomorrah is so great and their sin is so grave, 21that I shall go down and see whether or not their actions are at all as the outcry reaching me would suggest. Then I shall know."

22While the men left there and went to Sodom, Yahweh remained in Abraham's presence. 23Abraham stepped forward and said, "Will you really destroy the upright with the guilty? 24Suppose there are fifty upright people in the city. Will you really destroy it? Will you not spare the place for the sake of the fifty upright in it? 25Do not think of doing such a thing: to put the upright to death with the guilty, so that upright and guilty fare alike! Is the judge of the whole world not to act justly?" 26Yahweh replied, "If I find fifty upright people in the city of Sodom, I will spare the whole place because of them."

27Abraham spoke up and said, "It is presumptuous of me to speak to the Lord, I who am dust and ashes: 28Suppose the fifty upright were five short? Would you destroy the whole city because of five?" "No," he replied, "I shall not destroy it if I find forty-five there." 29Abraham persisted and said, "Suppose there are forty to be found there?" "I shall not do it," he replied, "for the sake of the forty."

30Abraham said, "I hope the Lord will not be angry if I go on: Suppose there are only thirty to be found there?" "I shall not do it," he replied, "if I find thirty there." 31He said, "It is presumptuous of me to speak to the Lord: Suppose there are only twenty there?" "I shall not destroy it," he replied, "for the sake of the twenty." 32He said, "I trust my Lord will not be angry if I speak once more: perhaps there will only be ten." "I shall not destroy it," he replied, "for the sake of the ten."

33When he had finished talking to Abraham Yahweh went away, and Abraham returned home.

Song of victory after the Miracle of the Sea

Esodus 15, 1-18; Esodo 15, 20-21 (refrain of Miriam
15:1It was then that Moses and the Israelites sang this song in Yahweh's honour: I shall sing to Yahweh, for he has covered himself in glory, horse and rider he has thrown into the sea. 2Yahweh is my strength and my song, to him I owe my deliverance. He is my God and I shall praise him, my father's God and I shall extol him. 3Yahweh is a warrior; Yahweh is his name. 4Pharaoh's chariots and army he has hurled into the sea the pick of his officers have been drowned in the Sea of Reeds. 5The ocean has closed over them; they have sunk to the bottom like a stone. 6Your right hand, Yahweh, wins glory by its strength, your right hand, Yahweh, shatters your foes, 7and by your great majesty you fell your assailants; you unleash your fury, it consumes them like chaff. 8A blast from your nostrils and the waters piled high; the waves stood firm as a dyke; the bed of the sea became firm ground. 9The enemy said, 'I shall give chase and overtake, 'I shall share out the spoil and glut myself on them, 'I shall draw my sword, my hand will destroy them.' 10You blew with your breath, the sea closed over them; they sank like lead in the terrible waters. 11Yahweh, who is like you, majestic in sanctity, who like you among the holy ones, fearsome of deed, worker of wonders? 12You stretched your right hand out, the earth swallowed them! 13In your faithful love you led out the people you had redeemed, in your strength you have guided them to your holy dwelling. 14Hearing of this, the peoples tremble; pangs seize on the people of Philistia; 15the chieftains of Edom are dismayed, Moab's princes-panic has seized them, all the inhabitants of Canaan have melted away. 16On them fall terror and dread; through the power of your arm they are still as stone while your people are passing, Yahweh, while the people you have purchased are passing. 17You will bring them in and plant them on the mountain which is your heritage, the place which you, Yahweh, have made your dwelling, the sanctuary, Yahweh, prepared by your own hands. 18Yahweh will be king for ever and ever. 19For when Pharaoh's cavalry, with his chariots and horsemen, had gone into the sea, Yahweh brought the waters of the sea back over them, though the Israelites went on dry ground right through the sea. 20The prophetess Miriam, Aaron's sister, took up a tambourine, and all the women followed her with tambourines, dancing, 21while Miriam took up from them the refrain: Sing to Yahweh, for he has covered himself in glory, horse and rider he has thrown into the sea.

Moses forewarned by Yahweh - The prayer of Moses

Esodus 32, 11-14

11Moses tried to pacify Yahweh his God. 'Yahweh,' he said, 'why should your anger blaze at your people, whom you have brought out of Egypt by your great power and mighty hand? 12Why should the Egyptians say, "He brought them out with evil intention, to slaughter them in the mountains and wipe them off the face of the earth?" Give up your burning wrath; relent over this disaster intended for your people. 13Remember your servants Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, to whom you swore by your very self and made this promise: "I shall make your offspring as numerous as the stars of heaven, and this whole country of which I have spoken, I shall give to your descendants, and it will be their heritage for ever." ' 14Yahweh then relented over the disaster which he had intended to inflict on his people. 

Moses prays again for the sin of the people (the statue of the calf)

Esodus 32, 30-35

30On the following day Moses said to the people, 'You have committed a great sin. But now I shall go up to Yahweh: perhaps I can secure expiation for your sin.' 31Moses then went back to Yahweh and said, 'Oh, this people has committed a great sin by making themselves a god of gold. 32And yet, if it pleased you to forgive their sin. . .! If not, please blot me out of the book you have written!' 33Yahweh said to Moses, 'Those who have sinned against me are the ones I shall blot out of my book. 34So now go and lead the people to the place I promised to you. My angel will indeed go at your head but, on the day of punishment, I shall punish them for their sin.' 35And Yahweh punished the people for having made the calf, the one Aaron had made. 

Moses prays - Moses on the mountain before the vision of God 

Esodus 33, 12-23
12Moses said to Yahweh, 'Look, you say to me, "Make the people move on," but you have not told me whom you are going to send with me, although you have said, "I know you by name and you enjoy my favour." 13If indeed I enjoy your favour, please show me your ways, so that I understand you and continue to enjoy your favour; consider too that this nation is your people.' 14Yahweh then said, 'I myself shall go with you and I shall give you rest.' 15To which he said, 'If you do not come yourself, do not make us move on from here, 16for how can it be known that I and my people enjoy your favour, if not by your coming with us? By this we shall be marked out, I and your people, from all the peoples on the face of the earth.' 17Yahweh then said to Moses, 'Again I shall do what you have asked, because you enjoy my favour and because I know you by name.' 

18He then said, 'Please show me your glory.' 19Yahweh said, 'I shall make all my goodness pass before you, and before you I shall pronounce the name Yahweh; and I am gracious to those to whom I am gracious and I take pity on those on whom I take pity. 20But my face', he said, 'you cannot see, for no human being can see me and survive.' 21Then Yahweh said, 'Here is a place near me. You will stand on the rock, 22and when my glory passes by, I shall put you in a cleft of the rock and shield you with my hand until I have gone past. 23Then I shall take my hand away and you will see my back; but my face will not be seen.' 

The prayer of Moses after the complain of people about manna

Numbers 11, 10-15
10Moses heard the people weeping, each family at the door of its tent. Yahweh's anger was greatly aroused; Moses too found it disgraceful, 11and he said to Yahweh: *Why do you treat your servant so badly? In what respect have I failed to win your favour, for you to lay the burden of all these people on me? 12Was it I who conceived all these people, was I their father, for you to say to me, *Carry them in your arms, like a foster*father carrying an unweaned child, to the country which I swore to give their fathers*? 13Where am I to find meat to give all these people, pestering me with their tears and saying, *Give us meat to eat*? 14I cannot carry all these people on my own; the weight is too much for me. 15If this is how you mean to treat me, please kill me outright! If only I could win your favour and be spared the sight of my misery!* 

Yahweh's anger after the reconnaissance in Canaan and the rebellion of Israel: intercession of Moses

Numbers 14, 13-23

10The whole community was talking of stoning them, when the glory of Yahweh appeared to all the Israelites, inside the Tent of Meeting, 11and Yahweh said to Moses: *How much longer will these people treat me with contempt? How much longer will they refuse to trust me, in spite of all the signs I have displayed among them? 12I shall strike them with pestilence and disown them. And of you I shall make a new nation, greater and mightier than they are.* 13Moses said to Yahweh: *Suppose the Egyptians hear about this*for by your power you brought these people out of their country* 14and tell the people living in this country. They have heard that you, Yahweh, are with this people, and that you, Yahweh, show yourself to them face to face; that your cloud stands over them and that you go before them in a pillar of cloud by day and a pillar of fire by night. 15If you kill this people now as though it were one man, then the nations who have heard about you will say, 16*Yahweh was not able to bring this people into the country which he had sworn to give them, and so he has slaughtered them in the desert.* 17No, my Lord! Now is the time to assert your power as you promised when you said, earlier, 18*Yahweh, slow to anger and rich in faithful love, forgiving faults and transgression, and yet letting nothing go unchecked, punishing the parents* guilt in the children to the third and fourth generation.* 19In your most faithful love, please forgive this people's guilt, as you have done from Egypt until now.* 

20Yahweh said, *I forgive them as you ask. 21But*as I live, and as the glory of Yahweh fills the whole world* 22of all these people who have seen my glory and the signs that I worked in Egypt and in the desert, who have put me to the test ten times already and not obeyed my voice, 23not one shall see the country which I promised to give their ancestors. Not one of those who have treated me contemptuously will see it. 

Israel assembles to hear the song of Moses before dying

Deuteronomy 32, 1-44

In the hearing of the whole assembly of Israel, Moses then recited the words of this song to the end: 

32Listen, heavens, while I speak; hear, earth, the words that I shall say! 2May my teaching fall like the rain, may my word drop down like the dew, like showers on the grass, like light rain on the turf! 3For I shall proclaim the name of Yahweh. Oh, tell the greatness of our God! 4He is the Rock, his work is perfect, for all his ways are equitable. A trustworthy God who does no wrong, he is the Honest, the Upright One! 5They have acted perversely, those he fathered without blemish, a deceitful and underhand brood. 6Is this the return you make to Yahweh? O people brainless and unwise! Is this not your father, who gave you being, who made you, by whom you subsist? 7Think back on the days of old, think over the years, down the ages. Question your father, let him explain to you, your elders, and let them tell you! 8When the Most High gave the nations each their heritage, when he partitioned out the human race, he assigned the boundaries of nations according to the number of the children of God, 9but Yahweh's portion was his people, Jacob was to be the measure of his inheritance. 10In the desert he finds him, in the howling expanses of the wastelands. He protects him, rears him, guards him as the pupil of his eye. 11Like an eagle watching its nest, hovering over its young, he spreads out his wings to hold him, he supports him on his pinions. 12Yahweh alone is his guide; no alien god for him! 13He gives him the heights of the land to ride, he feeds him on the yield of the mountains, he gives him honey from the rock to taste, and oil from the flinty crag; 14curds from the cattle, milk from the flock, and the richness of the pasture, rams of Bashan's breed, and goats, the richness of the wheat kernel; the fermented blood of the grape for drink. 15Jacob has eaten to his heart's content, Jeshurun, * [ A name for Israel (also in 33:5) of uncertain sense and origin.] grown fat, has now lashed out. (You have grown fat, gross, bloated.) He has disowned the God who made him, and dishonoured the Rock, his salvation, 16whose jealousy they aroused with foreigners*with things detestable they angered him. 17They sacrificed to demons who are not God, to gods hitherto unknown to them, to newcomers of yesterday whom their ancestors had never respected. 18(You forget the Rock who fathered you, the God who made you, you no longer remember.) 19Yahweh saw it and, in anger, he spurned his sons and daughters. 20*I shall hide my face from them,* he said, *and see what will become of them. For they are a deceitful brood, children with no loyalty in them. 21They have roused me to jealousy with a non*god, they have exasperated me with their idols. In my turn I shall rouse them to jealousy with a non*people, I shall exasperate them with a stupid nation. 22Yes, a fire has blazed from my anger, it will burn right down to the depths of Sheol; it will devour the earth and all its produce, it will set fire to the footings of the mountains. 23I shall hurl disasters on them, on them I shall use up all my arrows. 24They will be weakened by hunger, eaten away by plague and the bitter scourge. Against them I shall send the fang of wild animals and the poison of snakes that glide in the dust. 25Outside, the sword bereaves, while inside terror will reign. Young man and girl alike will perish, suckling and greybeard both together. 26I should crush them to dust, I said, I should wipe out all memory of them, 27did I not fear the boasting of the enemy.* But do not let their foes be mistaken! Do not let them say, *We have got the upper hand and Yahweh plays no part in this.* 28What a short'sighted nation this is, how thoroughly imperceptive! 29Were they wise, they would succeed, they would be able to read their destiny. 30How else could one man rout a thousand, how could two put ten thousand to flight, were it not that their Rock has sold them, that Yahweh has delivered them up? 31But their rock is not like our Rock; our enemies cannot pray for us! 32For their vine springs from the stock of Sodom and from the groves of Gomorrah: their grapes are poisonous grapes, their clusters are bitter; 33their wine is snakes* poison, the vipers* cruel venom. 34But he, is he not safe with me, sealed inside my treasury? 35Vengeance is mine, I will pay them back, for the time when they make a false step. For the day of their ruin is close, doom is rushing towards them, for he will see to it that their power fails. that neither serf nor free man remains. 36(For Yahweh will see his people righted, he will take pity on his servants.) 37*Where are their gods then?* he will ask, *the rock where they sought refuge, 38who ate the fat of their sacrifices and drank the wine of their libations?* Let these arise and help you, let these be the shelter above you! 39See now that I, I am he, and beside me there is no other god. It is I who deal death and life; when I have struck, it is I who heal (no one can rescue anyone from me). 40Yes, I raise my hand to heaven, and I say, *As surely as I live for ever, 41When I have whetted my flashing sword, I shall enforce justice, I shall return vengeance to my foes, I shall take vengeance on my foes. 42I shall make my arrows drunk with blood, and my sword will feed on flesh: the blood of the wounded and the prisoners, the dishevelled heads of the enemy!* 43Heavens, rejoice with him, let all the children of God pay him homage! Nations, rejoice with his people, let God's envoys tell of his power! For he will avenge the blood of his servants, he will return vengeance to my foes, he will repay those who hate him and purify his people's country. 44Moses came with Joshua son of Nun and recited all the words of this song in the people's hearing. 

The sacrilege punished by a repulse at Ai - Joshua's prayer


Joshua 7, 6-10
6Joshua then tore his clothes and prostrated himself before the ark of Yahweh till nightfall; the elders of Israel did the same, and all poured dust on their heads. 7And Joshua said, *Alas, Lord Yahweh, why did you bother to bring this nation across the Jordan, if it was only to put us at the mercy of the Amorites and destroy us? If only we could have settled down on the other side of the Jordan! 8Forgive me, Lord, but what can I say, now that Israel has turned tail on the enemy? 9The Canaanites, all the inhabitants of the land, will hear of it; they will unite against us to wipe our name from the earth. And what will you do about your great Name then?*

The Song Of Deborah And Barak after the victory against Canaan

Judges 5, 1-31
:1They sang a song that day, Deborah and Barak son of Abinoam, and the words were: 2That the warriors in Israel unbound their hair, that the people came forward with a will, bless Yahweh! 3Listen, you kings! Give ear, you princes! From me, from me comes a song for Yahweh. I shall glorify Yahweh, God of Israel. 4Yahweh, when you set out from Seir, when you marched from the field of Edom, the earth shook, the heavens pelted, the clouds pelted down water. 5The mountains melted before Yahweh of Sinai, before Yahweh, God of Israel. 6In the days of Shamgar son of Anath, in the days of Jael, there were no more caravans; those who went forth on their travels took their way along by'paths. 7The villages in Israel were no more, they were no more until you arose, O Deborah, until you arose, mother of Israel! 8They were choosing new gods when war was at the gates. Was there one shield, one spear to be found among the forty thousand men in Israel? 9My heart is with the leaders of Israel, with the people who came forward with a will! Bless Yahweh! 10You who ride white donkeys and sit on saddle'blankets as you ride, and you who go on foot, 11sing'to the sound of the shepherds at the watering places! There they extol Yahweh's blessings, his saving acts for his villages in Israel! (Then Yahweh's people marched down to the gates.) 12Awake, awake, Deborah! Awake, awake, declaim a song! Take heart, to your feet, Barak, capture your captors, son of Abinoam! 13Then Israel marched down to the gates; like champions, Yahweh's people marched down to fight for him! 14The princes of Ephraim are in the valley. Behind you, Benjamin is in your ranks. Captains have come down from Machir, those who wield the commander's staff, from Zebulun. 15The princes of Issachar are with Deborah; Naphtali, with Barak, in the valley follows in hot pursuit. In the clans of Reuben there was much searching of heart. 16Why did you stay among the sheepfolds, listening for the whistle, with the flocks? (In the clans of Reuben, there was much searching of heart.) 17Gilead stayed on the other side of the Jordan, and why should Dan have stayed aboard ship? Asher remained beside the sea, peacefully living within his ports. 18Zebulun is a people who have braved death, Naphtali too, on the high ground of the country. 19The kings came and they fought, how they fought, those kings of Canaan, at Taanach, near the Waters of Megiddo, but no booty of silver did they take! 20The stars fought from heaven, from their orbits they fought against Sisera. 21The torrent of Kishon swept them away, the torrent of old, the torrent of Kishon. 'March on, be strong my soul! 22The horses' hooves then hammer the ground: galloping, galloping go his steeds. 23'Curse Meroz,' said the Angel of Yahweh, 'curse, curse the people living there for not having come to Yahweh's help, to Yahweh's help as warriors!' 24Most blessed of women be Jael (the wife of Heber the Kenite); of tent'dwelling women, may she be most blessed! 25He asked for water; she gave him milk; she offered him curds in a lordly dish. 26She reached her hand out to seize the peg, her right hand to seize the workman's mallet. She hammered Sisera, she crushed his head, she pierced his temple and shattered it. 27Between her feet, he crumpled, he fell, he lay; at her feet, he crumpled, he fell. Where he crumpled, there he fell, destroyed. 28At the window, she leans and watches, Sisera's mother, through the lattice, 'Why is his chariot so long coming? Why so delayed the hoof'beats from his chariot?' 29The wisest of her ladies answers, and she to herself repeats, 30'Are they not collecting and sharing out the spoil: a girl, two girls for each warrior; a booty of coloured and embroidered stuff for Sisera, one scarf, two embroidered scarves for me!' 31So perish all your enemies, Yahweh! And let those who love you be like the sun when he emerges in all his strength! And the country had peace for forty years.
Prayer of Hannah who is barren


I Samuel 1, 10-11
10In the bitterness of her soul she prayed to Yahweh with many tears, 11and she made this vow, "Yahweh Sabaoth! Should you condescend to notice the humiliation of your servant and keep her in mind instead of disregarding your servant, and give her a boy, I will give him to Yahweh for the whole of his life and no razor shall ever touch his head." 

Song of Hannah after the birth of Samuel


I Samuele 2, 1-11
2:1Hannah then prayed as follows: My heart exults in Yahweh, in my God is my strength lifted up, my mouth derides my foes, for I rejoice in your deliverance. 2There is no Holy One like Yahweh, (indeed, there is none but you) no Rock like our God. 3Do not keep talking so proudly, let no arrogance come from your mouth, for Yahweh is a wise God, his to weigh up deeds. 4The bow of the mighty has been broken but those who were tottering are now braced with strength. 5The full fed are hiring themselves out for bread but the hungry need labour no more; the barren woman bears sevenfold but the mother of many is left desolate. 6Yahweh gives death and life, brings down to Sheol and draws up; 7Yahweh makes poor and rich, he humbles and also exalts. 8He raises the poor from the dust, he lifts the needy from the dunghill to give them a place with princes, to assign them a seat of honour; for to Yahweh belong the pillars of the earth, on these he has poised the world. 9He safeguards the steps of his faithful but the wicked vanish in darkness (for human strength can win no victories). 10Yahweh, his enemies are shattered, the Most High thunders in the heavens. Yahweh judges the ends of the earth, he endows his king with power, he raises up the strength of his Anointed. 11Elkanah then went home to Ramah, but the child stayed in Yahweh's service, in the presence of Eli the priest

David's prayer because  the sovereignty of his dynasty will ever stand firm

II Samuel 7, 18-29

18King David then went in, sat down in Yahweh's presence and said: *Who am I, Lord Yahweh, and what is my lineage, for you to have led me as far as this? 19Yet, to you, Lord Yahweh, this seemed too little, and now you extend your promises for your servant's family into the distant future. Such is human destiny, Lord Yahweh. 20What more can David say to you, since you, Lord Yahweh, know all about your servant? 21Because of your promise and since you were so inclined, you have had the generosity to reveal this to your servant. 22That is why you are great, Lord Yahweh; there is no one like you, no God but you alone, as everything that we have heard confirms. 23Is there another people on earth like your people, like Israel, whom a god proceeded to redeem, to make them his people and to make a name for himself by performing great and terrible things on their behalf, by driving out nations and their gods before his people?* 24for you constituted your people Israel your own people for ever and you, Yahweh, became their God. 25*Now, Yahweh God, may the promise which you have made for your servant and for his family stand firm forever as you have said, 26so that your name will be exalted for ever and people will say, *Israel's God is Yahweh Sabaoth.* Your servant David's dynasty will be secure before you, 27since you, Yahweh Sabaoth, the God of Israel, have disclosed to your servant, *I am going to build you a dynasty.* Hence, your servant has ventured to offer this prayer to you. 28Yes, Lord Yahweh, you are God indeed, your words are true and you have made this generous promise to your servant. 29What is more, you have deigned to bless your servant's dynasty, so that it may remain for ever before you; for you, Lord Yahweh, have spoken; and may your servant's dynasty be blessed with your blessing for ever.* 

A hymn of victory of David: God has delivered him from all his enemies

II Samuel 22, 1-51

22David addressed the words of this song to Yahweh, when Yahweh had delivered him from the clutches of all his enemies and from the clutches of Saul. 2He said: Yahweh is my rock and my fortress, 3my deliverer is my God. I take refuge in him, my rock, my shield, my saving strength, my stronghold, my place of refuge. My Saviour, you have saved me from violence; 4I call to Yahweh, who is worthy of praise, and I am saved from my foes. 5With Death's breakers closing in on me, Belial's torrents ready to swallow me, 6Sheol's snares on every side of me, Death's traps lying ahead of me, 7I called to Yahweh in my anguish, I cried for help to my God, from his Temple he heard my voice, my cry came to his ears! 8Then the earth quaked and rocked, the heavens* foundations shuddered, they quaked at his blazing anger. 9Smoke rose from his nostrils, from his mouth devouring fire (coals were kindled at it). 10He parted the heavens and came down, a storm*cloud underneath his feet; 11riding one of the winged creatures, he flew, soaring on the wings of the wind. 12He wrapped himself in darkness, his pavilion dark waters and dense cloud. 13A brightness lit up before him, hail and blazing fire. 14Yahweh thundered from the heavens, the Most High made his voice heard. 15He shot his arrows and scattered them, his lightning flashed and routed them. 16The very springs of ocean were exposed, the world's foundations were laid bare, at the roaring of Yahweh, at the blast of breath from his nostrils! 17He reached down from on high, snatched me up, pulled me from the watery depths, 18rescued me from my mighty foe, from my enemies who were stronger than I. 19They assailed me on my day of disaster, but Yahweh was there to support me, 20he freed me, set me at large, he rescued me, because he loves me. 21Yahweh rewards me for my uprightness, as my hands are pure so he repays me, 22since I have kept the ways of Yahweh, and not fallen away from my God. 23His judgements are all before me, his statutes I have not put away from me; 24I am blameless before him, I keep myself clear of evil. 25Hence Yahweh repaid me for acting uprightly because he could see I was pure. 26Faithful you are to the faithful, blameless with the blameless, 27sincere to the sincere but cunning to the crafty, 28you save a people that is humble and humiliate those with haughty looks. 29Yahweh, you yourself are my lamp, my God lights up my darkness; 30with you I storm the rampart with my God I can scale any wall. 31This God, his way is blameless; the word of Yahweh is refined in the furnace, for he alone is the shield of all who take refuge in him. 32For who is God but Yahweh, who is a rock but our God: 33this God who girds me with strength, who makes my way free from blame, 34who makes me as swift as a deer and sets me firmly on the heights, 35who trains my hands for battle my arms to bend a bow of bronze. 36You give me your invincible shield, you never cease to listen to me, 37you give me the strides of a giant, give me ankles that never weaken* 38I pursue my enemies and exterminate them, not turning back till they are annihilated; 39I strike them down, and they cannot rise, they fall, they are under my feet. 40You have girded me with strength for the fight, bent down my assailants beneath me, 41made my enemies retreat before me; and those who hate me I destroy. 42They cry out, there is no one to save, to Yahweh, but no answer comes. 43I crumble them like the dust of the squares, trample them like the mud of the streets. 44You free me from the quarrels of my people, you place me at the head of the nations, a people I did not know are now my servants, 45foreigners come wooing my favour, no sooner do they hear than they obey me, 46foreigners grow faint of heart, they come trembling out of their fastnesses. 47Life to Yahweh! Blessed be my rock! Exalted be the God of my salvation, 48the God who gives me vengeance and crushes the peoples under me, 49who takes me away from my enemies. You lift me high above those who attack me, you deliver me from the man of violence. 50For this I will praise you, Yahweh, among the nations, and sing praise to your name. 51He saves his king, time after time, displays faithful love for his anointed, for David and his heirs for ever. 

Prayer of David before before the ark of the covenant of God.

I Chronicles 16, 7-36

16:7Then on that day David first ordained to give thanks to Yahweh, by the hand of Asaph and his brothers. 

  16:8Oh give thanks to Yahweh, call on his name; 

 Make known his doings among the peoples. 

  16:9Sing to him, sing praises to him; 

 Talk you of all his marvelous works. 

  16:10Glory you in his holy name; 

 Let the heart of them rejoice who seek Yahweh. 

  16:11Seek you Yahweh and his strength; 

 Seek his face forever more. 

  16:12Remember his marvelous works that he has done, 

 His wonders, and the judgments of his mouth, 

  16:13You seed of Israel his servant, 

 You children of Jacob, his chosen ones. 

  16:14He is Yahweh our God; 

 His judgments are in all the earth. 

  16:15Remember his covenant forever, 

 The word which he commanded to a thousand generations, 

  16:16The covenant which he made with Abraham, 

 His oath to Isaac, 

  16:17Confirmed the same to Jacob for a statute, 

 To Israel for an everlasting covenant, 

  16:18Saying, To you will I give the land of Canaan, 

 The lot of your inheritance; 

  16:19When you were but a few men in number, 

 Yes, very few, and sojourners in it; 

  16:20They went about from nation to nation, 

 From one kingdom to another people. 

  16:21He allowed no man to do them wrong; 

 Yes, he reproved kings for their sakes, 

  16:22Saying, Don't touch my anointed ones, 

 Do my prophets no harm. 

  16:23Sing to Yahweh, all the earth; 

 Show forth his salvation from day to day. 

  16:24Declare his glory among the nations, 

 His marvelous works among all the peoples. 

  16:25For great is Yahweh, and greatly to be praised: 

 He also is to be feared above all gods. 

  16:26For all the gods of the peoples are idols: 

 But Yahweh made the heavens. 

  16:27Honor and majesty are before him: 

 Strength and gladness are in his place. 

  16:28Ascribe to Yahweh, you relatives of the peoples, 

 Ascribe to Yahweh glory and strength; 

  16:29Ascribe to Yahweh the glory due to his name: 

 Bring an offering, and come before him: 

 Worship Yahweh in holy array. 

  16:30Tremble before him, all the earth: 

 The world also is established that it can't be moved. 

  16:31Let the heavens be glad, and let the earth rejoice; 

 Let them say among the nations, Yahweh reigns. 

  16:32Let the sea roar, and the fullness of it; 

 Let the field exult, and all that is therein; 

  16:33Then shall the trees of the wood sing for joy before Yahweh; 

 For he comes to judge the earth. 

  16:34Oh give thanks to Yahweh; for he is good; 

 For his lovingkindness endures forever. 

  16:35Say you, Save us, God of our salvation, 

 Gather us together and deliver us from the nations, 

 To give thanks to your holy name, 

 To triumph in your praise. 

  16:36Blessed be Yahweh, the God of Israel, 

 From everlasting even to everlasting. 

All the people said, Amen, and praised Yahweh

David thanks God for the offerings for the construction of the House of God


I Chronicles 29, 10-19

29:10Therefore David blessed Yahweh before all the assembly; and David said, Blessed be you, Yahweh, the God of Israel our father, forever and ever. 29:11Yours, Yahweh, is the greatness, and the power, and the glory, and the victory, and the majesty: for all that is in the heavens and in the earth is your; your is the kingdom, Yahweh, and you are exalted as head above all. 29:12Both riches and honor come of you, and you rule over all; and in your hand is power and might; and in your hand it is to make great, and to give strength to all. 29:13Now therefore, our God, we thank you, and praise your glorious name. 29:14But who am I, and what is my people, that we should be able to offer so willingly after this sort? for all things come of you, and of your own have we given you. 29:15For we are strangers before you, and sojourners, as all our fathers were: our days on the earth are as a shadow, and there is no abiding. 29:16Yahweh our God, all this store that we have prepared to build you a house for your holy name comes of your hand, and is all your own. 29:17I know also, my God, that you try the heart, and have pleasure in uprightness. As for me, in the uprightness of my heart I have willingly offered all these things: and now have I seen with joy your people, that are present here, offer willingly to you. 29:18Yahweh, the God of Abraham, of Isaac, and of Israel, our fathers, keep this forever in the imagination of the thoughts of the heart of your people, and prepare their heart to you; 29:19and give to Solomon my son a perfect heart, to keep your commandments, your testimonies, and your statutes, and to do all these things, and to build the palace, for which I have made provision.
The Cloud fills the House of Yahweh –è Prayer of Salomon for him and for the people

I Kings 8, 10-13; 22-61

8:10It came to pass, when the priests were come out of the holy place, that the cloud filled the house of Yahweh, 8:11so that the priests could not stand to minister by reason of the cloud; for the glory of Yahweh filled the house of Yahweh. 8:12Then spoke Solomon, Yahweh has said that he would dwell in the thick darkness. 8:13I have surely built you a house of habitation, a place for you to dwell in forever.
8:22Solomon stood before the altar of Yahweh in the presence of all the assembly of Israel, and spread forth his hands toward heaven; 8:23and he said, Yahweh, the God of Israel, there is no God like you, in heaven above, or on earth beneath; who keep covenant and lovingkindness with your servants, who walk before you with all their heart; 8:24who have kept with your servant David my father that which you did promise him: yes, you spoke with your mouth, and have fulfilled it with your hand, as it is this day. 8:25Now therefore, Yahweh, the God of Israel, keep with your servant David my father that which you have promised him, saying, There shall not fail you a man in my sight to sit on the throne of Israel, if only your children take heed to their way, to walk before me as you have walked before me. 8:26Now therefore, God of Israel, Please let your word be verified, which you spoke to your servant David my father. 8:27But will God in very deed dwell on the earth? behold, heaven and the heaven of heavens can't contain you; how much less this house that I have built! 8:28Yet have respect for the prayer of your servant, and for his supplication, Yahweh my God, to listen to the cry and to the prayer which your servant prays before you this day; 8:29that your eyes may be open toward this house night and day, even toward the place whereof you have said, My name shall be there; to listen to the prayer which your servant shall pray toward this place. 8:30Listen you to the supplication of your servant, and of your people Israel, when they shall pray toward this place: yes, hear in heaven, your dwelling-place; and when you hear, forgive. 8:31If a man sin against his neighbor, and an oath be laid on him to cause him to swear, and he come and swear before your altar in this house; 8:32then hear you in heaven, and do, and judge your servants, condemning the wicked, to bring his way on his own head, and justifying the righteous, to give him according to his righteousness. 8:33When your people Israel are struck down before the enemy, because they have sinned against you; if they turn again to you, and confess your name, and pray and make supplication to you in this house: 8:34then hear you in heaven, and forgive the sin of your people Israel, and bring them again to the land which you gave to their fathers. 8:35When the sky is shut up, and there is no rain, because they have sinned against you; if they pray toward this place, and confess your name, and turn from their sin, when you do afflict them: 8:36then hear in heaven, and forgive the sin of your servants, and of your people Israel, when you teach them the good way in which they should walk; and send rain on your land, which you have given to your people for an inheritance. 8:37If there be in the land famine, if there be pestilence, if there be blasting or mildew, locust or caterpillar; if their enemy besiege them in the land of their cities; whatever plague, whatever sickness there be; 8:38whatever prayer and supplication be made by any man, or by all your people Israel, who shall know every man the plague of his own heart, and spread forth his hands toward this house: 8:39then hear in heaven, your dwelling-place, and forgive, and do, and render to every man according to all his ways, whose heart you know; (for you, even you only, know the hearts of all the children of men;) 8:40that they may fear you all the days that they live in the land which you gave to our fathers. 8:41Moreover concerning the foreigner, who is not of your people Israel, when he shall come out of a far country for your name's sake 8:42(for they shall hear of your great name, and of your mighty hand, and of your outstretched arm); when he shall come and pray toward this house; 8:43hear in heaven, your dwelling-place, and do according to all that the foreigner calls to you for; that all the peoples of the earth may know your name, to fear you, as does your people Israel, and that they may know that this house which I have built is called by my name. 8:44If your people go out to battle against their enemy, by whatever way you shall send them, and they pray to Yahweh toward the city which you have chosen, and toward the house which I have built for your name; 8:45then hear in heaven their prayer and their supplication, and maintain their cause. 8:46If they sin against you (for there is no man who doesn't sin), and you are angry with them, and deliver them to the enemy, so that they carry them away captive to the land of the enemy, far off or near; 8:47yet if they shall repent themselves in the land where they are carried captive, and turn again, and make supplication to you in the land of those who carried them captive, saying, We have sinned, and have done perversely, we have dealt wickedly; 8:48if they return to you with all their heart and with all their soul in the land of their enemies, who carried them captive, and pray to you toward their land, which you gave to their fathers, the city which you have chosen, and the house which I have built for your name: 8:49then hear you their prayer and their supplication in heaven, your dwelling-place, and maintain their cause; 8:50and forgive your people who have sinned against you, and all their transgressions in which they have transgressed against you; and give them compassion before those who carried them captive, that they may have compassion on them 8:51(for they are your people, and your inheritance, which you brought forth out of Egypt, from the midst of the furnace of iron); 8:52that your eyes may be open to the supplication of your servant, and to the supplication of your people Israel, to listen to them whenever they cry to you. 8:53For you did separate them from among all the peoples of the earth, to be your inheritance, as you spoke by Moses your servant, when you brought our fathers out of Egypt, Lord Yahweh. 8:54It was so, that when Solomon had made an end of praying all this prayer and supplication to Yahweh, he arose from before the altar of Yahweh, from kneeling on his knees with his hands spread forth toward heaven. 8:55He stood, and blessed all the assembly of Israel with a loud voice, saying, 8:56Blessed be Yahweh, who has given rest to his people Israel, according to all that he promised: there has not failed one word of all his good promise, which he promised by Moses his servant. 8:57Yahweh our God be with us, as he was with our fathers: let him not leave us, nor forsake us; 8:58that he may incline our hearts to him, to walk in all his ways, and to keep his commandments, and his statutes, and his ordinances, which he commanded our fathers. 8:59Let these my words, with which I have made supplication before Yahweh, be near to Yahweh our God day and night, that he maintain the cause of his servant, and the cause of his people Israel, as every day shall require; 8:60that all the peoples of the earth may know that Yahweh, he is God; there is none else. 8:61Let your heart therefore be perfect with Yahweh our God, to walk in his statutes, and to keep his commandments, as at this day. 

// II Chronicles 6, 12-42

6:12He stood before the altar of Yahweh in the presence of all the assembly of Israel, and spread forth his hands 6:13(for Solomon had made a brazen scaffold, five cubits long, and five cubits broad, and three cubits high, and had set it in the midst of the court; and on it he stood, and kneeled down on his knees before all the assembly of Israel, and spread forth his hands toward heaven;) 6:14and he said, Yahweh, the God of Israel, there is no God like you, in heaven, or on earth; who keep covenant and lovingkindness with your servants, who walk before you with all their heart; 6:15who have kept with your servant David my father that which you did promise him: yes, you spoke with your mouth, and have fulfilled it with your hand, as it is this day. 6:16Now therefore, Yahweh, the God of Israel, keep with your servant David my father that which you have promised him, saying, There shall not fail you a man in my sight to sit on the throne of Israel, if only your children take heed to their way, to walk in my law as you have walked before me. 6:17Now therefore, Yahweh, the God of Israel, let your word be verified, which you spoke to your servant David. 6:18But will God in very deed dwell with men on the earth? behold, heaven and the heaven of heavens can't contain you; how much less this house which I have built! 6:19Yet have you respect to the prayer of your servant, and to his supplication, Yahweh my God, to listen to the cry and to the prayer which your servant prays before you; 6:20that your eyes may be open toward this house day and night, even toward the place whereof you have said that you would put your name there; to listen to the prayer which your servant shall pray toward this place. 6:21Listen you to the petitions of your servant, and of your people Israel, when they shall pray toward this place: yes, hear from your dwelling-place, even from heaven; and when you hear, forgive. 6:22If a man sin against his neighbor, and an oath is laid on him to cause him to swear, and he comes and swears before your altar in this house; 6:23then hear from heaven, and do, and judge your servants, requiting the wicked, to bring his way on his own head; and justifying the righteous, to give him according to his righteousness. 6:24If your people Israel be struck down before the enemy, because they have sinned against you, and shall turn again and confess your name, and pray and make supplication before you in this house; 6:25then hear from heaven, and forgive the sin of your people Israel, and bring them again to the land which you gave to them and to their fathers. 6:26When the sky is shut up, and there is no rain, because they have sinned against you; if they pray toward this place, and confess your name, and turn from their sin, when you do afflict them: 6:27then hear in heaven, and forgive the sin of your servants, and of your people Israel, when you teach them the good way in which they should walk; and send rain on your land, which you have given to your people for an inheritance. 6:28If there be in the land famine, if there be pestilence, if there be blasting or mildew, locust or caterpillar; if their enemies besiege them in the land of their cities; whatever plague or whatever sickness there be; 6:29whatever prayer and supplication be made by any man, or by all your people Israel, who shall know every man his own plague and his own sorrow, and shall spread forth his hands toward this house: 6:30then hear from heaven, your dwelling-place and forgive, and render to every man according to all his ways, whose heart you know; (for you, even you only, know the hearts of the children of men;) 6:31that they may fear you, to walk in your ways, so long as they live in the land which you gave to our fathers. 6:32Moreover concerning the foreigner, who is not of your people Israel, when he shall come from a far country for your great name's sake, and your mighty hand, and your outstretched arm; when they shall come and pray toward this house: 6:33then hear from heaven, even from your dwelling-place, and do according to all that the foreigner calls to you for; that all the peoples of the earth may know your name, and fear you, as does your people Israel, and that they may know that this house which I have built is called by your name. 6:34If your people go out to battle against their enemies, by whatever way you shall send them, and they pray to you toward this city which you have chosen, and the house which I have built for your name; 6:35then hear from heaven their prayer and their supplication, and maintain their cause. 6:36If they sin against you (for there is no man who doesn't sin), and you are angry with them, and deliver them to the enemy, so that they carry them away captive to a land far off or near; 6:37yet if they shall repent themselves in the land where they are carried captive, and turn again, and make supplication to you in the land of their captivity, saying, We have sinned, we have done perversely, and have dealt wickedly; 6:38if they return to you with all their heart and with all their soul in the land of their captivity, where they have carried them captive, and pray toward their land, which you gave to their fathers, and the city which you have chosen, and toward the house which I have built for your name: 6:39then hear from heaven, even from your dwelling-place, their prayer and their petitions, and maintain their cause, and forgive your people who have sinned against you. 6:40Now, my God, let, I beg you, your eyes be open, and let your ears be attentive, to the prayer that is made in this place. 6:41Now therefore arise, Yahweh God, into your resting-place, you, and the ark of your strength: let your priests, Yahweh God, be clothed with salvation, and let your saints rejoice in goodness. 6:42Yahweh God, don't turn away the face of your anointed: remember your lovingkindnesses to David your servant.
Prayer of the Levites 17and of all the assembly of those who were come again out of the captivity, after the reading by Ezra of the Law

Nehemiah 9, 5-37

:5Then the Levites, Jeshua, and Kadmiel, Bani, Hashabneiah, Sherebiah, Hodiah, Shebaniah, and Pethahiah, said, Stand up and bless Yahweh your God from everlasting to everlasting; and blessed be your glorious name, which is exalted above all blessing and praise. 9:6You are Yahweh, even you alone; you have made heaven, the heaven of heavens, with all their host, the earth and all things that are thereon, the seas and all that is in them, and you preserve them all; and the host of heaven worships you. 9:7You are Yahweh the God, who did choose Abram, and brought him forth out of Ur of the Chaldees, and gave him the name of Abraham, 9:8and found his heart faithful before you, and mad a covenant with him to give the land of the Canaanite, the Hittite, the Amorite, and the Perizzite, and the Jebusite, and the Girgashite, to give it to his seed, and have performed your words; for you are righteous. 9:9You saw the affliction of our fathers in Egypt, and heard their cry by the Red Sea, 9:10and shown signs and wonders on Pharaoh, and on all his servants, and on all the people of his land; for you knew that they dealt proudly against them, and did get you a name, as it is this day. 9:11You divided the sea before them, so that they went through the midst of the sea on the dry land; and their pursuers you did cast into the depths, as a stone into the mighty waters. 9:12Moreover in a pillar of cloud you led them by day; and in a pillar of fire by night, to give them light in the way in which they should go. 9:13You came down also on Mount Sinai, and spoke with them from heaven, and gave them right ordinances and true laws, good statutes and commandments, 9:14and mad known to them your holy Sabbath, and commanded them commandments, and statutes, and a law, by Moses your servant, 9:15and gave them bread from the sky for their hunger, and brought forth water for them out of the rock for their thirst, and commanded those who they should go in to possess the land which you had sworn to give them. 9:16But they and our fathers dealt proudly and hardened their neck, and didn't listen to your commandments, 9:17and refused to obey, neither were mindful of your wonders that you did among them, but hardened their neck, and in their rebellion appointed a captain to return to their bondage. But you are a God ready to pardon, gracious and merciful, slow to anger, and abundant in lovingkindness, and didn't forsake them. 9:18Yes, when they had made them a molten calf, and said, This is your God who brought you up out of Egypt, and had committed awful blasphemies; 9:19yet you in your manifold mercies didn't forsake them in the wilderness: the pillar of cloud didn't depart from over them by day, to lead them in the way; neither the pillar of fire by night, to show them light, and the way in which they should go. 9:20You gave also your good Spirit to instruct them, and didn't withhold your manna from their mouth, and gave them water for their thirst. 9:21Yes, forty years did you sustain them in the wilderness, and they lacked nothing; their clothes didn't grow old, and their feet didn't swell. 9:22Moreover you gave them kingdoms and peoples, which you did allot after their portions: so they possessed the land of Sihon, even the land of the king of Heshbon, and the land of Og king of Bashan. 9:23Their children also multiplied you as the stars of the sky, and brought them into the land concerning which you did say to their fathers, that they should go in to possess it. 9:24So the children went in and possessed the land, and you subdued before them the inhabitants of the land, the Canaanites, and gave them into their hands, with their kings, and the peoples of the land, that they might do with them as they would. 9:25They took fortified cities, and a fat land, and possessed houses full of all good things, cisterns hewn out, vineyards, and olive groves, and fruit trees in abundance: so they ate, and were filled, and became fat, and delighted themselves in your great goodness. 9:26Nevertheless they were disobedient, and rebelled against you, and cast your law behind their back, and killed your prophets that testified against them to turn them again to you, and they committed awful blasphemies. 9:27Therefore you delivered them into the hand of their adversaries, who distressed them: and in the time of their trouble, when they cried to you, you heard from heaven; and according to your manifold mercies you gave them saviors who saved them out of the hand of their adversaries. 9:28But after they had rest, they did evil again before you; therefore left you them in the hand of their enemies, so that they had the dominion over them: yet when they returned, and cried to you, you heard from heaven; and many times did you deliver them according to your mercies, 9:29and testified against them, that you might bring them again to your law. Yet they dealt proudly, and didn't listen to your commandments, but sinned against your ordinances, (which if a man do, he shall live in them,) and withdrew the shoulder, and hardened their neck, and would not hear. 9:30Yet many years did you bear with them, and testified against them by your Spirit through your prophets: yet would they not give ear: therefore gave you them into the hand of the peoples of the lands. 9:31Nevertheless in your manifold mercies you did not make a full end of them, nor forsake them; for you are a gracious and merciful God. 9:32Now therefore, our God, the great, the mighty, and the awesome God, who keep covenant and lovingkindness, don't let all the travail seem little before you, that has come on us, on our kings, on our princes, and on our priests, and on our prophets, and on our fathers, and on all your people, since the time of the kings of Assyria to this day. 9:33However you are just in all that is come on us; for you have dealt truly, but we have done wickedly; 9:34neither have our kings, our princes, our priests, nor our fathers, kept your law, nor listened to your commandments and your testimonies with which you did testify against them. 9:35For they have not served you in their kingdom, and in your great goodness that you gave them, and in the large and fat land which you gave before them, neither turned they from their wicked works. 9:36Behold, we are servants this day, and as for the land that you gave to our fathers to eat the fruit of it and the good of it, behold, we are servants in it. 9:37It yields much increase to the kings whom you have set over us because of our sins: also they have power over our bodies, and over our cattle, at their pleasure, and we are in great distress. 9:38Yet for all this we make a sure covenant, and write it; and our princes, our Levites, and our priests, seal to it.
Prayer of lamentation of Tobit who has become blind 

Tobit 3, 1-6

Grief-stricken in spirit, I groaned and wept aloud. Then with sobs I began to pray: 

"You are righteous, O Lord, and all your deeds are just; All your ways are mercy and truth; you are the judge of the world. 

And now, O Lord, may you be mindful of me, and look with favor upon me. Punish me not for my sins, nor for my inadvertent offenses, nor for those of my fathers. "They sinned against you, 

and disobeyed your commandments. So you handed us over to plundering, exile, and death, till we were an object lesson, a byword, a reproach in all the nations among whom you scattered us. 

"Yes, your judgments are many and true in dealing with me as my sins and those of my fathers deserve. For we have not kept your commandments, nor have we trodden the paths of truth before you. 

"So now, deal with me as you please, and command my life breath to be taken from me, that I may go from the face of the earth into dust. It is better for me to die than to live, because I have heard insulting calumnies, and I am overwhelmed with grief. "Lord, command me to be delivered from such anguish; let me go to the everlasting abode; Lord, refuse me not. For it is better for me to die than to endure so much misery in life, and to hear these insults!" 

Prayer of Raguel's daughter Sarah had been married to seven husbands and widow seven times


Tobit 3, 11b-16

At that time, then, she spread out her hands, and facing the window, poured out this prayer: "Blessed are you, O Lord, merciful God! Forever blessed and honored is your holy name; may all your works forever bless you. 

And now, O Lord, to you I turn my face and raise my eyes. 

Bid me to depart from the earth, never again to hear such insults. 

"You know, O Master, that I am innocent of any impure act with a man, 

And that I have never defiled my own name or my father's name in the land of my exile. "I am my father's only daughter, and he has no other child to make his heir, Nor does he have a close kinsman or other relative whom I might bide my time to marry. I have already lost seven husbands; why then should I live any longer? But if it please you, Lord, not to slay me, look favorably upon me and have pity on me; never again let me hear these insults!" 

At that very time, the prayer of these two suppliants was heard in the glorious presence of Almighty God. 

Prayer of Tobiah and Sarah to obtain to beg the Lord Lord to have mercy and to grant them deliverance

Tobit 8, 4-8

My love, get up. Let us pray and beg our Lord to have mercy on us and to grant us deliverance." 

She got up, and they started to pray and beg that deliverance might be theirs. He began with these words: "Blessed are you, O God of our fathers; praised be your name forever and ever. Let the heavens and all your creation praise you forever. 

You made Adam and you gave him his wife Eve to be his help and support; and from these two the human race descended. You said, 'It is not good for the man to be alone; let us make him a partner like himself.' 

Now, Lord, you know that I take this wife of mine not because of lust, but for a noble purpose. Call down your mercy on me and on her, and allow us to live together to a happy old age." 

They said together, "Amen, amen," 

Prayer of Raguel because Tobiah has been protected from death


Tobit 8, 15-17
Then Raguel praised the God of heaven in these words: "Blessed are you, O God, with every holy and pure blessing! Let all your chosen ones praise you; let them bless you forever! 

Blessed are you, who have made me glad; what I feared did not happen. Rather you have dealt with us according to your great mercy. 

Blessed are you, for you were merciful toward two only children. Grant them, Master, mercy and deliverance, and bring their lives to fulfillment with happiness and mercy." 

Prayer of Tobit to thank the Lord because he sees again


Tobit 11, 13b-15

When Tobit saw his son, he threw his arms around him 

and wept. He exclaimed, "I can see you, son, the light of my eyes!" Then he said: "Blessed be God, and praised be his great name, and blessed be all his holy angels. May his holy name be praised throughout all the ages, 

Because it was he who scourged me, and it is he who has had mercy on me. Behold, I now see my son Tobiah!" Then Tobit went back in, rejoicing and praising God with full voice. Tobiah told his father that his journey had been a success; that he had brought back the money; and that he had married Raguel's daughter Sarah, who would arrive shortly, for she was approaching the gate of Nineveh. ' 

Prayer of Tobiah when Raphael ascended and left them

Tobit 13, 1-18
Then Tobit composed this joyful prayer: Blessed be God who lives forever, because his kingdom lasts for all ages. 

For he scourges and then has mercy; he casts down to the depths of the nether world, and he brings up from the great abyss. No one can escape his hand. 

Praise him, you Israelites, before the Gentiles, for though he has scattered you among them, 

he has shown you his greatness even there. Exalt him before every living being, because he is the Lord our God, our Father and God forever. 

He scourged you for your iniquities, but will again have mercy on you all. He will gather you from all the Gentiles among whom you have been scattered. 

When you turn back to him with all your heart, to do what is right before him, Then he will turn back to you, and no longer hide his face from you. So now consider what he has done for you, and praise him with full voice. Bless the Lord of righteousness, and exalt the King of the ages. In the land of my exile I praise him, and show his power and majesty to a sinful nation. "Turn back, you sinners! do the right before him: perhaps he may look with favor upon you and show you mercy. 

"As for me, I exalt my God, and my spirit rejoices in the King of heaven. 

Let all men speak of his majesty, and sing his praises in Jerusalem." 

2 O Jerusalem, holy city, he scourged you for the works of your hands, but will again pity the children of the righteous. 

Praise the Lord for his goodness, and bless the King of the ages, so that his tent may be rebuilt in you with joy. May he gladden within you all who were captives; all who were ravaged may he cherish within you for all generations to come. 

A bright light will shine to all parts of the earth; many nations shall come to you from afar, And the inhabitants of all the limits of the earth, drawn to you by the name of the Lord God, Bearing in their hands their gifts for the King of heaven. Every generation shall give joyful praise in you, and shall call you the chosen one, through all ages forever. 

Accursed are all who speak a harsh word against you; accursed are all who destroy you and pull down your walls, And all who overthrow your towers and set fire to your homes; but forever blessed are all those who build you up. 

Go, then, rejoice over the children of the righteous, who shall all be gathered together and shall bless the Lord of the ages. 

Happy are those who love you, and happy those who rejoice in your prosperity. Happy are all the men who shall grieve over you, over all your chastisements, For they shall rejoice in you as they behold all your joy forever. 

My spirit blesses the Lord, the great King; 

Jerusalem shall be rebuilt as his home forever. Happy for me if a remnant of my offspring survive to see your glory and to praise the King of heaven! The gates of Jerusalem shall be built with sapphire and emerald, and all your walls with precious stones. The towers of Jerusalem shall be built with gold, and their battlements with pure gold. 

The streets of Jerusalem shall be paved with rubies and stones of Ophir; 

The gates of Jerusalem shall sing hymns of gladness, and all her houses shall cry out, "Alleluia! "Blessed be God who has raised you up! may he be blessed for all ages!" For in you they shall praise his holy name forever. The end of Tobit's hymn of praise. 

Prayer of Judith before going to Holofernes, who moved against Bethulia

Judith 9, 1-14

Judith threw herself down prostrate, with ashes strewn upon her head, and wearing nothing over her sackcloth. While the incense was being offered in the temple of God in Jerusalem that evening, Judith prayed to the Lord with a loud voice: 

1 "Lord, God of my forefather Simeon! You put a sword into his hand to take revenge upon the foreigners who had immodestly loosened the maiden's girdle, shamefully exposed her thighs, and disgracefully violated her body. This they did, though you forbade it. 

2 Therefore you had their rulers slaughtered; and you covered with their blood the bed in which they lay deceived, the same bed that had felt the shame of their own deceiving. You smote the slaves together with their princes, and the princes together with their servants. 

Their wives you handed over to plunder, and their daughters to captivity; and all the spoils you divided among your favored sons, who burned with zeal for you, and in their abhorrence of the defilement of their kinswoman, called on you for help. 

"O God, my God, hear me also, a widow. It is you who were the author of those events and of what preceded and followed them. The present, also, and the future you have planned. Whatever you devise comes into being; 

the things you decide on come forward and say, 'Here we are!' All your ways are in readiness, and your judgment is made with foreknowledge. 

"Here are the Assyrians, a vast force, priding themselves on horse and rider, boasting of the power of their infantry, trusting in shield and spear, bow and sling. They do not know that 

" 'You, the Lord, crush warfare; Lord is your name. Shatter their strength in your might, and crush their force in your wrath; for they have resolved to profane your sanctuary, to defile the tent where your glorious name resides, and to overthrow with iron the horns of your altar. 

See their pride, and send forth your wrath upon their heads. Give me, a widow, the strong hand to execute my plan. 

With the guile of my lips, smite the slave together with the ruler, the ruler together with his servant; crush their pride by the hand of a woman. 

"Your strength is not in numbers, nor does your power depend upon stalwart men; but you are the God of the lowly, the helper of the oppressed, the supporter of the weak, the protector of the forsaken, the savior of those without hope. 

"Please, please, God of my forefather, God of the heritage of Israel, Lord of heaven and earth, Creator of the waters, King of all you have created, hear my prayer! 

Let my guileful speech bring wound and wale on those who have planned dire things against your covenant, your holy temple, Mount Zion, and the homes your children have inherited. 

Let your whole nation and all the tribes know clearly that you are the god of all power and might, and that there is no other who protects the people of Israel but you alone." 

Prayer of Judith before killing Holofernes

Judith 13, 4-5

When all had departed, and no one, small or great, was left in the bedroom, Judith stood by Holofernes' bed and said within herself: "O Lord, God of all might, in this hour look graciously on my undertaking for the exaltation of Jerusalem; 

now is the time for aiding your heritage and for carrying out my design to shatter the enemies who have risen against us." 

Judith, the people and King Uzziah thank God for Holoferne’s death. King Uzziah thanks Judith for her courage

Judith 13, 14-20

Judith urged them with a loud voice: "Praise God, praise him! Praise God, who has not withdrawn his mercy from the house of Israel, but has shattered our enemies by my hand this very night." 

Then she took the head out of the pouch, showed it to them, and said: "Here is the head of Holofernes, general in charge of the Assyrian army, and here is the canopy under which he lay in his drunkenness. The Lord struck him down by the hand of a woman. 

As the Lord lives, who has protected me in the path I have followed, I swear that it was my face that seduced Holofernes to his ruin, and that he did not sin with me to my defilement or disgrace." 

All the people were greatly astonished. They bowed down and worshiped God, saying with one accord, "Blessed are you, our God, who today have brought to nought the enemies of your people." 

Then Uzziah said to her: "Blessed are you, daughter, by the Most High God, above all the women on earth; and blessed be the Lord God, the creator of heaven and earth, who guided your blow at the head of the chief of our enemies. 

Your deed of hope will never be forgotten by those who tell of the might of God. 

May God make this redound to your everlasting honor, rewarding you with blessings, because you risked your life when your people were being oppressed, and you averted our disaster, walking uprightly before our God." And all the people answered, "Amen! Amen!" 

The priest Joakim praises Judith – Song of Judith for the defeeat of the ennemies

Judith 16, 1-17

"Strike up the instruments, a song to my God with timbrels, chant to the Lord with cymbals; Sing to him a new song, exalt and acclaim his name. 

For the Lord is God; he crushes warfare, and sets his encampment among his people; he snatched me from the hands of my presecutors. 

"The Assyrian came from the mountains of the north, with the myriads of his forces he came; Their numbers blocked the torrents, their horses covered the hills. 

He threatened to burn my land, put my youths to the sword, Dash my babes to the ground, make my children a prey, and seize my virgins as spoil. 

"But the Lord Almighty thwarted them, by a woman's hand he confounded them. 

Not by youths was their mighty one struck down, nor did titans bring him low, nor huge giants attack him; But Judith, the daughter of Merari, by the beauty of her countenance disabled him. 

She took off her widow's garb to raise up the afflicted in Israel. She anointed her face with fragrant oil; 

with a fillet she fastened her tresses, and put on a linen robe to beguile him. 

Her sandals caught his eyes, and her beauty captivated his mind. The sword cut through his neck. 

"The Persians were dismayed at her daring, the Medes appalled at her boldness. 

When my lowly ones shouted, they were terrified; when my weaklings cried out, they trembled; at the sound of their war cry, they took to flight. 

Sons of slave girls pierced them through; the supposed sons of rebel mothers cut them down; they perished before the ranks of my Lord. 

"A new hymn I will sing to my God. O Lord, great are you and glorious, wonderful in power and unsurpassable. 

Let your every creature serve you; for you spoke, and they were made, You sent forth your spirit, and they were created; no one can resist your word. 

The mountains to their bases, and the seas, are shaken; the rocks, like wax, melt before your glance. "But to those who fear you, you are very merciful. 

Though the sweet odor of every sacrifice is a trifle, and the fat of all holocausts but little in your sight, one who fears the Lord is forever great. 

"Woe to the nations that rise against my people! the Lord Almighty will requite them; in the day of judgment he will punish them: He will send fire and worms into their flesh, and they shall burn and suffer forever." 

Prayer of Job who has lost everything

Job 1, 20-22

Then Job arose, and tore his robe, and shaved his head, and fell down on the ground, and worshiped. [1:21]He said, "Naked I came out of my mother's womb, and naked shall I return there. Yahweh gave, and Yahweh has taken away. Blessed be the name of Yahweh." [1:22]In all this, Job did not sin, nor charge God with wrongdoing.
Hymn of Elihu to the Almighty Lord

Job 36, 22-33/37, 1-24

Yes, at this my heart trembles,
      And is moved out of its place. 

  37:2Hear, oh, hear the noise of his voice,
      The sound that goes out of his mouth. 

  37:3He sends it forth under the whole sky,
      And his lightning to the ends of the earth. 

  37:4After it a voice roars.
      He thunders with the voice of his majesty;
      He doesn't hold back anything when his voice is heard. 

  37:5God thunders marvelously with his voice.
      He does great things, which we can't comprehend. 

  37:6For he says to the snow, 'Fall on the earth;'
      Likewise to the shower of rain,
      And to the showers of his mighty rain. 

  37:7He seals up the hand of every man,
      That all men whom he has made may know it. 

  37:8Then the animals go into coverts,
      And remain in their dens. 

  37:9Out of its chamber comes the storm,
      And cold out of the north. 

  37:10By the breath of God, ice is given,
      And the breadth of the waters is frozen. 

  37:11Yes, he loads the thick cloud with moisture.
      He spreads abroad the cloud of his lightning. 

  37:12It is turned round about by his guidance,
      That they may do whatever he commands them
      On the surface of the habitable world, 

  37:13Whether it is for correction, or for his land,
      Or for lovingkindness, that he causes it to come. 

  37:14"Listen to this, Job:
      Stand still, and consider the wondrous works of God. 

  37:15Do you know how God controls them,
      And causes the lightning of his cloud to shine? 

  37:16Do you know the workings of the clouds,
      The wondrous works of him who is perfect in knowledge? 

  37:17You whose clothing is warm,
      When the earth is still by reason of the south wind? 

  37:18Can you, with him, spread out the sky,
      Which is strong as a cast metal mirror? 

  37:19Teach us what we shall tell him;
      For we can't make our case by reason of darkness. 

  37:20Shall it be told him that I would speak?
      Or should a man wish that he were swallowed up? 

  37:21Now men don't see the light which is bright in the skies,
      But the wind passes, and clears them. 

  37:22Out of the north comes golden splendor;
      With God is awesome majesty. 

  37:23We can't reach the Almighty,
      He is exalted in power;
      In justice and great righteousness he will not oppress. 

  37:24Therefore men revere him.
      He doesn't regard any who are wise of heart." 

Job answers God

Job 40, 3

40:3Then Job answered Yahweh, 

  40:4"Behold, I am of small account. What shall I answer you?
      I lay my hand on my mouth. 

  40:5I have spoken once, and I will not answer;
      Yes, twice, but I will proceed no further." 

Job answers God for the last time

Job 42, 1-6

42:1Then Job answered Yahweh, 

42:2"I know that you can do all things, And that no purpose of yours can be restrained. 

42:3You asked, 'Who is this who hides counsel without knowledge?' Therefore I have uttered that which I did not understand, Things too wonderful for me, which I didn't know. 

42:4You said, 'Listen, now, and I will speak; I will question you, and you will answer me.' 

42:5I had heard of you by the hearing of the ear, But now my eye sees you. 

42:6Therefore I abhor myself, And repent in dust and ashes." 

The writing of Hezekiah king of Judah, when he had been sick, and was recovered of his sickness. 

Isaiah 38, 10-20

  38:10I said, In the noontide of my days I shall go into the gates of Sheol: 

 I am deprived of the residue of my years. 

  38:11I said, I shall not see Yah, Yah in the land of the living: 

 I shall see man no more with the inhabitants of the world. 

  38:12My dwelling is removed, and is carried away from me as a shepherd's tent: 

 I have rolled up, like a weaver, my life; he will cut me off from the loom: 

 From day even to night will you make an end of me. 

  38:13I quieted myself until morning; as a lion, so he breaks all my bones: 

 From day even to night will you make an end of me. 

  38:14Like a swallow or a crane, so did I chatter; 

 I did moan as a dove; my eyes fail with looking upward: 

 Lord, I am oppressed, be my collateral. 

  38:15What shall I say? he has both spoken to me, and himself has done it: 

 I shall go softly all my years because of the bitterness of my soul. 

  38:16Lord, by these things men live; 

 Wholly therein is the life of my spirit: 

 You restore me, and cause me to live. 

  38:17Behold, it was for my peace that I had great bitterness: 

 But you have in love to my soul delivered it from the pit of corruption; 

 For you have cast all my sins behind your back. 

  38:18For Sheol can't praise you, death can't celebrate you: 

 Those who go down into the pit can't hope for your truth. 

  38:19The living, the living, he shall praise you, as I do this day: 

 The father to the children shall make known your truth. 

  38:20Yahweh is ready to save me: 

 Therefore we will sing my songs with stringed instruments 

 All the days of our life in the house of Yahweh. 

38:21Now Isaiah had said, Let them take a cake 

Lamention of Jeremiah seeing the way of the wicked prosper

Jeremiah, 12, 1-6

12:1Righteous are you, Yahweh, when I contend with you; yet would I reason the cause with you: why does the way of the wicked prosper? why are all they at ease who deal very treacherously? 12:2You have planted them, yes, they have taken root; they grow, yes, they bring forth fruit: you are near in their mouth, and far from their heart. 12:3But you, Yahweh, know me; you see me, and try my heart toward you: pull them out like sheep for the slaughter, and prepare them for the day of slaughter. 12:4How long shall the land mourn, and the herbs of the whole country wither? for the wickedness of those who dwell therein, the animals are consumed, and the birds; because they said, He shall not see our latter end. 12:5If you have run with the footmen, and they have wearied you, then how can you contend with horses? and though in a land of peace you are secure, yet how will you do in the pride of the Jordan? 12:6For even your brothers, and the house of your father, even they have dealt treacherously with you; even they have cried aloud after you: don't believe them, though they speak beautiful words to you.
Jeremiah speaks with the Lord about of his vocation

Jeremiah 15, 10-18

15:10Woe is me, my mother, that you have borne me a man of strife and a man of contention to the whole earth! I have not lent, neither have men lent to me; yet everyone of them does curse me. 15:11Yahweh said, Most assuredly I will strengthen you for good; most assuredly I will cause the enemy to make supplication to you in the time of evil and in the time of affliction. 15:12Can one break iron, even iron from the north, and brass? 15:13Your substance and your treasures will I give for a spoil without price, and that for all your sins, even in all your borders. 15:14I will make them to pass with your enemies into a land which you don't know; for a fire is kindled in my anger, which shall burn on you. 15:15Yahweh, you know; remember me, and visit me, and avenge me of my persecutors; don't take me away in your longsuffering: know that for your sake I have suffered reproach. 15:16Your words were found, and I ate them; and your words were to me a joy and the rejoicing of my heart: for I am called by your name, Yahweh, God of hosts. 15:17I didn't sit in the assembly of those who make merry, nor rejoiced; I sat alone because of your hand; for you have filled me with indignation. 15:18Why is my pain perpetual, and my wound incurable, which refuses to be healed? will you indeed be to me as a deceitful brook, as waters that fail?
Prayer of Jeremiah because his enemies want to kill him

Jeremiah 18, 18-23

Then said they, Come, and let us devise devices against Jeremiah; for the law shall not perish from the priest, nor counsel from the wise, nor the word from the prophet. Come, and let us strike him with the tongue, and let us not give heed to any of his words. 18:19Give heed to me, Yahweh, and listen to the voice of those who contend with me. 18:20Shall evil be recompensed for good? for they have dug a pit for my soul. Remember how I stood before you to speak good for them, to turn away your wrath from them. 18:21Therefore deliver up their children to the famine, and give them over to the power of the sword; and let their wives become childless, and widows; and let their men be slain of death, and their young men struck of the sword in battle. 18:22Let a cry be heard from their houses, when you shall bring a troop suddenly on them; for they have dug a pit to take me, and hid snares for my feet. 18:23Yet, Yahweh, you know all their counsel against me to kill me; don't forgive their iniquity, neither blot out their sin from your sight; but let them be overthrown before you; deal you with them in the time of your anger.
“Confessions” of Jeremiah

Jeremiah 20, 7-18

Yahweh, you have persuaded me, and I was persuaded; you are stronger than I, and have prevailed: I am become a laughing-stock all the day, every one mocks me. 20:8For as often as I speak, I cry out; I cry, Violence and destruction! because the word of Yahweh is made a reproach to me, and a derision, all the day. 20:9If I say, I will not make mention of him, nor speak any more in his name, then there is in my heart as it were a burning fire shut up in my bones, and I am weary with forbearing, and I can't contain. 20:10For I have heard the defaming of many, terror on every side. Denounce, and we will denounce him, say all my familiar friends, those who watch for my fall; peradventure he will be persuaded, and we shall prevail against him, and we shall take our revenge on him. 20:11But Yahweh is with me as an awesome mighty one: therefore my persecutors shall stumble, and they shall not prevail; they shall be utterly put to shame, because they have not dealt wisely, even with an everlasting dishonor which shall never be forgotten. 20:12But, Yahweh of Hosts, who tests the righteous, who sees the heart and the mind, let me see your vengeance on them; for to you have I revealed my cause. 20:13Sing to Yahweh, praise you Yahweh; for he has delivered the soul of the needy from the hand of evil-doers. 20:14Cursed be the day in which I was born: don't let the day in which my mother bore me be blessed. 20:15Cursed be the man who brought news to my father, saying, A man-child is born to you; making him very glad. 20:16Let that man be as the cities which Yahweh overthrew, and didn't repent: and let him hear a cry in the morning, and shouting at noontime; 20:17because he didn't kill me from the womb; and so my mother would have been my grave, and her womb always great. 20:18Why came I forth out of the womb to see labor and sorrow, that my days should be consumed with shame?
Prayer of Jonah in the fish’s Belly

Jonah 2, 2-11

2:1Then Jonah prayed to Yahweh, his God, out of the fish's belly. 2:2He said, 

 "I called because of my affliction to Yahweh.
      He answered me. 

 Out of the belly of Sheol I cried.
      You heard my voice. 

  2:3For you threw me into the depths,
      In the heart of the seas. 

 The flood was all around me.
      All your waves and your billows passed over me. 

  2:4I said, 'I have been banished from your sight;
      Yet I will look again toward your holy temple.' 

  2:5The waters surrounded me,
      Even to the soul. 

 The deep was around me.
      The weeds were wrapped around my head. 

  2:6I went down to the bottoms of the mountains.
      The earth barred me in forever:
      Yet have you brought up my life from the pit, Yahweh my God. 

  

  2:7"When my soul fainted within me, I remembered Yahweh.
      My prayer came in to you, into your holy temple. 

  2:8Those who regard lying vanities forsake their own mercy.
       2:9But I will sacrifice to you with the voice of thanksgiving.
      I will pay that which I have vowed. 

 Salvation belongs to Yahweh." 

2:10Yahweh spoke to the fish, and it vomited out Jonah on the dry land

First prayer of Habakkuk seeing violence against the people

Habakkuk 1, 2-11

1:2Yahweh, how long will I cry, and you will not hear? I cry out to you "Violence!" and will you not save? 1:3Why do you show me iniquity, and look at perversity? For destruction and violence are before me. There is strife, and contention rises up. 1:4Therefore the law is paralyzed, and justice never goes forth; for the wicked surround the righteous; therefore justice goes forth perverted. 

1:5"Look among the nations, watch, and wonder marvelously; for I am working a work in your days, which you will not believe though it is told you. 1:6For, behold, I raise up the Chaldeans, that bitter and hasty nation, that march through the breadth of the earth, to possess dwelling places that are not theirs. 1:7They are feared and dreaded. Their judgment and their dignity proceed from themselves. 1:8Their horses also are swifter than leopards, and are more fierce than the evening wolves. Their horsemen press proudly on. Yes, their horsemen come from afar. They fly as an eagle that hurries to devour. 1:9All of them come for violence. Their hordes face the desert. He gathers prisoners like sand. 1:10Yes, he scoffs at kings, and princes are a derision to him. He laughs at every stronghold, for he builds up an earthen ramp, and takes it. 1:11Then he sweeps by like the wind, and goes on. He is indeed guilty, whose strength is his god." 

Second prayer of Habakkuk in front of oppression and perversity

Habakkuk 1, 12-17

:12Aren't you from everlasting, Yahweh my God, my Holy One? We will not die. Yahweh, you have appointed him for judgment. You, Rock, have established him to punish. 1:13You who have purer eyes than to see evil, and who cannot look on perversity, why do you tolerate those who deal treacherously, and keep silent when the wicked swallows up the man who is more righteous than he, 1:14and make men like the fish of the sea, like the creeping things, that have no ruler over them? 1:15He takes up all of them with the hook. He catches them in his net, and gathers them in his dragnet. Therefore he rejoices and is glad. 1:16Therefore he sacrifices to his net, and burns incense to his dragnet, because by them his life is luxurious, and his food is good. 1:17Will he therefore continually empty his net, and kill the nations without mercy?
Habakkuk asks for then intervention of the Lord. The coming of the Lord – Faith in God

Habakkuk 3, 1-19

3:1A prayer of Habakkuk, the prophet, set to victorious music. 

  3:2Yahweh, I have heard of your fame.
      I stand in awe of your deeds, Yahweh. 

 Renew your work in the midst of the years.
      In the midst of the years make it known.
      In wrath, you remember mercy. 

  3:3God came from Teman,
      The Holy One from Mount Paran. 

 His glory covered the heavens,
      And his praise filled the earth. 

  3:4His splendor is like the sunrise.
      Rays shine from his hand, where his power is hidden. 

  3:5Plague went before him,
      And pestilence followed his feet. 

  3:6He stood, and shook the earth.
      He looked, and made the nations tremble.
      The ancient mountains were crumbled.
      The age-old hills collapsed.
      His ways are eternal. 

  3:7I saw the tents of Cushan in affliction.
      The dwellings of the land of Midian trembled. 

  3:8Was Yahweh displeased with the rivers?
      Was your anger against the rivers,
      Or your wrath against the sea,
      That you rode on your horses,
      On your chariots of salvation? 

  3:9You uncovered your bow.
      You called for your sworn arrows. 

 You split the earth with rivers. 

  3:10The mountains saw you, and were afraid.
      The tempest of waters passed by.
      The deep roared and lifted up its hands on high. 

  3:11The sun and moon stood still in the sky,
      At the light of your arrows as they went,
      At the shining of your glittering spear. 

  3:12You marched through the land in wrath.
      You threshed the nations in anger. 

  3:13You went forth for the salvation of your people,
      For the salvation of your anointed. 

 You crushed the head of the land of wickedness.
      You stripped them head to foot. 

  3:14You pierced the heads of his warriors with their own spears.
      They came as a whirlwind to scatter me,
      Gloating as if to devour the wretched in secret. 

  3:15You trampled the sea with your horses,
      Churning mighty waters. 

  3:16I heard, and my body trembled.
      My lips quivered at the voice. 

 Rottenness enters into my bones, and I tremble in my place,
      Because I must wait quietly for the day of trouble,
      For the coming up of the people who invade us. 

  3:17For though the fig tree doesn't flourish,
      Nor fruit be in the vines;
      The labor of the olive fails,
      The fields yield no food;
      The flocks are cut off from the fold,
      And there is no herd in the stalls: 

  3:18Yet I will rejoice in Yahweh.
      I will be joyful in the God of my salvation! 

  3:19Yahweh, the Lord, is my strength.
      He makes my feet like deer's feet,
      And enables me to go in high places. 

The visitation to Elizabeth - The Magnificat

Luke 1, 45-56

46And Mary said: My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord 47and my spirit rejoices in God my Saviour; 48because he has looked upon the humiliation of his servant. Yes, from now onwards all generations will call me blessed, 49for the Almighty has done great things for me. Holy is his name, 50and his faithful love extends age after age to those who fear him. 51He has used the power of his arm, he has routed the arrogant of heart. 52He has pulled down princes from their thrones and raised high the lowly. 53He has filled the starving with good things, sent the rich away empty. 54He has come to the help of Israel his servant, mindful of his faithful love 55-according to the promise he made to our ancestors-of his mercy to Abraham and to his descendants for ever. 56Mary stayed with her some three months and then went home. 

The circumcision of John the Baptist - The Benedictus of Zechariah

Luke 1, 67-79

67His father Zechariah was filled with the Holy Spirit and spoke this prophecy:68Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel, for he has visited his people, he has set them free,69and he has established for us a saving power in the House of his servant David,70just as he proclaimed, by the mouth of his holy prophets from ancient times,71that he would save us from our enemies and from the hands of all those who hate us,72and show faithful love to our ancestors, and so keep in mind his holy covenant.73This was the oath he swore to our father Abraham,74that he would grant us, free from fear, to be delivered from the hands of our enemies,75to serve him in holiness and uprightness in his presence, all our days.76And you, little child, you shall be called Prophet of the Most High, for you will go before the Lord to prepare a way for him,77to give his people knowledge of salvation through the forgiveness of their sins,78because of the faithful love of our God in which the rising Sun has come from on high to visit us,79to give light to those who live in darkness and the shadow dark as death, and to guide our feet into the way of peace.
Jesus is presented in the Temple - The Nunc Dimittis of Simeon

Luke 2, 29-32

29Now, Master, you are letting your servant go in peace as you promised; 30for my eyes have seen the salvation 31which you have made ready in the sight of the nations; 32a light of revelation for the gentiles and glory for your people Israel.
How to pray. 

Matthew 6, 5-8

5'And when you pray, do not imitate the hypocrites: they love to say their prayers standing up in the synagogues and at the street corners for people to see them. In truth I tell you, they have had their reward. 6But when you pray, go to your private room, shut yourself in, and so pray *[Is 26:20] to your Father who is in that secret place, and your Father who sees all that is done in secret will reward you. 

7'In your prayers do not babble as the gentiles do, for they think that by using many words they will make themselves heard. 8Do not be like them; your Father knows what you need before you ask him

The Lord's Prayer


Matthew 6, 9-13
9So you should pray like this: Our Father in heaven, may your name be held holy, 10your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 11Give us today our daily bread. 12And forgive us our debts, as we have forgiven those who are in debt to us. 13And do not put us to the test, but save us from the Evil One.

// Luca 11, 2-4

He said to them, 'When you pray, this is what to say: Father, may your name be held holy, your kingdom come; 3give us each day our daily bread, and forgive us our sins, 4for we ourselves forgive each one who is in debt to us. And do not put us to the test.'
The miracle of the loaves - The discourse in the synagogue at Capernaum: the Bread of Life

John 6, 22-66
22Next day, the crowd that had stayed on the other side saw that only one boat had been there, and that Jesus had not got into the boat with his disciples, but that the disciples had set off by themselves. 23Other boats, however, had put in from Tiberias, near the place where the bread had been eaten. 24When the people saw that neither Jesus nor his disciples were there, they got into those boats and crossed to Capernaum to look for Jesus. 25When they found him on the other side, they said to him, 'Rabbi, when did you come here?' 26Jesus answered: In all truth I tell you, you are looking for me not because you have seen the signs but because you had all the bread you wanted to eat. 27Do not work for food that goes bad, but work for food that endures for eternal life, which the Son of man will give you, for on him the Father, God himself, has set his seal. 28Then they said to him, 'What must we do if we are to carry out God's work?' 29Jesus gave them this answer, 'This is carrying out God's work: you must believe in the one he has sent.' 30So they said, 'What sign will you yourself do, the sight of which will make us believe in you? What work will you do? 31Our fathers ate manna in the desert; as scripture says: He gave them bread from heaven to eat.' *[Ps 78:24. 'Bread from heaven' is commented vv. 32-48 and 'to eat' vv. 49-58.] 32Jesus answered them: In all truth I tell you, it was not Moses who gave you the bread from heaven, it is my Father who gives you the bread from heaven, the true bread; 33for the bread of God is the bread which comes down from heaven and gives life to the world. 34'Sir,' they said, 'give us that bread always.' 35Jesus answered them: I am the bread of life. No one who comes to me will ever hunger; no one who believes in me will ever thirst. 36But, as I have told you, you can see me and still you do not believe. 37Everyone whom the Father gives me will come to me; I will certainly not reject anyone who comes to me, 38because I have come from heaven, not to do my own will, but to do the will of him who sent me. 39Now the will of him who sent me is that I should lose nothing of all that he has given to me, but that I should raise it up on the last day. 40It is my Father's will that whoever sees the Son and believes in him should have eternal life, and that I should raise that person up on the last day. 41Meanwhile the Jews were complaining to each other about him, because he had said, 'I am the bread that has come down from heaven.' 42They were saying, 'Surely this is Jesus son of Joseph, whose father and mother we know. How can he now say, "I have come down from heaven?"' 43Jesus said in reply to them, 'Stop complaining to each other. 44'No one can come to me unless drawn by the Father who sent me, and I will raise that person up on the last day. 45It is written in the prophets: They will all be taught by God; *[Is 54:13.] everyone who has listened to the Father, and learnt from him, comes to me. 46Not that anybody has seen the Father, except him who has his being from God: he has seen the Father. 47In all truth I tell you, everyone who believes has eternal life. 48I am the bread of life. 49Your fathers ate manna in the desert and they are dead; 50but this is the bread which comes down from heaven, so that a person may eat it and not die. 51I am the living bread which has come down from heaven. Anyone who eats this bread will live for ever; and the bread that I shall give is my flesh, for the life of the world.' 52Then the Jews started arguing among themselves, 'How can this man give us his flesh to eat?' 53Jesus replied to them: In all truth I tell you, if you do not eat the flesh of the Son of man and drink his blood, you have no life in you. 54Anyone who does eat my flesh and drink my blood has eternal life, and I shall raise that person up on the last day. 55For my flesh is real food and my blood is real drink. 56Whoever eats my flesh and drinks my blood lives in me and I live in that person. 57As the living Father sent me and I draw life from the Father, so whoever eats me will also draw life from me. 58This is the bread which has come down from heaven; it is not like the bread our ancestors ate: they are dead, but anyone who eats this bread will live for ever. 59This is what he taught at Capernaum in the synagogue. 60After hearing it, many of his followers said, 'This is intolerable language. How could anyone accept it?' 61Jesus was aware that his followers were complaining about it and said, 'Does this disturb you? 62What if you should see the Son of man ascend to where he was before? 63'It is the spirit that gives life, the flesh has nothing to offer. The words I have spoken to you are spirit and they are life. 64'But there are some of you who do not believe.' For Jesus knew from the outset who did not believe and who was to betray him. 65He went on, 'This is why I told you that no one could come to me except by the gift of the Father.' 66After this, many of his disciples went away and accompanied him no more. 

The Sacrdotal Prayer of Christ after Jesus' Last Meal with His Disciples

John 17, 1-26

17:1After saying this, Jesus raised his eyes to heaven and said: Father, the hour has come: glorify your Son so that your Son may glorify you; 2so that, just as you have given him power over all humanity, he may give eternal life to all those you have entrusted to him. 3And eternal life is this: to know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom you have sent. 4I have glorified you on earth by finishing the work that you gave me to do. 5Now, Father, glorify me with that glory I had with you before ever the world existed. 6I have revealed your name to those whom you took from the world to give me. They were yours and you gave them to me, and they have kept your word. 7Now at last they have recognised that all you have given me comes from you 8for I have given them the teaching you gave to me, and they have indeed accepted it and know for certain that I came from you, and have believed that it was you who sent me. 9It is for them that I pray. I am not praying for the world but for those you have given me, because they belong to you. 10All I have is yours and all you have is mine, and in them I am glorified. 11I am no longer in the world, but they are in the world, and I am coming to you. Holy Father, keep those you have given me true to your name, so that they may be one like us. 12While I was with them, I kept those you had given me true to your name. I have watched over them and not one is lost except one who was destined to be lost, and this was to fulfil the scriptures. 13But now I am coming to you and I say these things in the world to share my joy with them to the full. 14I passed your word on to them, and the world hated them, because they belong to the world no more than I belong to the world. 15I am not asking you to remove them from the world, but to protect them from the Evil One. 16They do not belong to the world any more than I belong to the world. 17Consecrate them in the truth; your word is truth. 18As you sent me into the world, I have sent them into the world, 19and for their sake I consecrate myself so that they too may be consecrated in truth. 20I pray not only for these but also for those who through their teaching will come to believe in me. 21May they all be one, just as, Father, you are in me and I am in you, so that they also may be in us, so that the world may believe it was you who sent me. 22I have given them the glory you gave to me, that they may be one as we are one.23With me in them and you in me, may they be so perfected in unity that the world will recognise that it was you who sent me and that you have loved them as you have loved me. 24Father, I want those you have given me to be with me where I am, so that they may always see my glory which you have given me because you loved me before the foundation of the world. 25Father, Upright One, the world has not known you, but I have known you, and these have known that you have sent me. 26I have made your name known to them and will continue to make it known, so that the love with which you loved me may be in them, and so that I may be in them. 

Prayer of Jesus at Gethsemane

Matthew 26, 39-42

And going on a little further he fell on his face and prayed. 'My Father,' he said, 'if it is possible, let this cup pass me by. Nevertheless, let it be as you, not I, would have it.' 40He came back to the disciples and found them sleeping, and he said to Peter, 'So you had not the strength to stay awake with me for one hour? 41Stay awake, and pray not to be put to the test. The spirit is willing enough, but human nature is weak.' 42Again, a second time, he went away and prayed: 'My Father,' he said, 'if this cup cannot pass by, but I must drink it, your will be done!'

Mark 14, 34-36

34And he began to feel terror and anguish. And he said to them, 'My soul is sorrowful to the point of death. Wait here, and stay awake.' 35And going on a little further he threw himself on the ground and prayed that, if it were possible, this hour might pass him by. 36'Abba, Father!' he said, 'For you everything is possible. Take this cup away from me. But let it be as you, not I, would have it.'

Luke 22, 41-44

Then he withdrew from them, about a stone's throw away, and knelt down and prayed.42'Father,' he said, 'if you are willing, take this cup away from me. Nevertheless, let your will be done, not mine.'43Then an angel appeared to him, coming from heaven to give him strength.44In his anguish he prayed even more earnestly, and his sweat fell to the ground like great drops of blood.
Jesus prays for his executioners

Luke 23, 33-34

33When they reached the place called The Skull, there they crucified him and the two criminals, one on his right, the other on his left. 34Jesus said, 'Father, forgive them; they do not know what they are doing.' Then they cast lots to share out his clothing. 

Prayer of Jesus on the Cross

Matthew 27, 46

46And about the ninth hour, Jesus cried out in a loud voice, 'Eli, eli, lama sabachthani?' that is, 'My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?'

Marco 15, 34

34And at the ninth hour Jesus cried out in a loud voice, 'Eloi, eloi,  lama sabachthani?' which means, 'My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?'
Prayer of the good thief

Luke 23, 42

'42Then he said, 'Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom.'43He answered him, 'In truth I tell you, today you will be with me in paradise.
Jesus his mother and John

John 19, 26-27

26Seeing his mother and the disciple whom he loved standing near her, Jesus said to his mother, 'Woman, this is your son.' 27Then to the disciple he said, 'This is your mother.' And from that hour the disciple took her into his home
The Apostles' prayer under persecution after the release of ¨Peter and John”

Acts 4, 24-31

23As soon as they were released they went to the community and told them everything the chief priests and elders had said to them. 24When they heard it they lifted up their voice to God with one heart. 'Master,' they prayed, 'it is you who made sky and earth and sea, and everything in them; 25it is you who said through the Holy Spirit and speaking through our ancestor David, your servant: Why this uproar among the nations, this impotent muttering of the peoples? 26Kings on earth take up position, princes plot together against the Lord and his Anointed. *[Ps 2:1-2] 27'This is what has come true: in this very city Herod and Pontius Pilate plotted together with the gentile nations and the peoples of Israel, against your holy servant Jesus whom you anointed, 28to bring about the very thing that you in your strength and your wisdom had predetermined should happen. 29And now, Lord, take note of their threats and help your servants to proclaim your message with all fearlessness, 30by stretching out your hand to heal and to work miracles and marvels through the name of your holy servant Jesus.' 31As they prayed, the house where they were assembled rocked. From this time they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to proclaim the word of God fearlessly. 

The stoning of Stephen and his prayer

Acts 7, 59-60

59As they were stoning him, Stephen said in invocation, 'Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.' 60Then he knelt down and said aloud, 'Lord, do not hold this sin against them.' And with these words he fell asleep.
Thanksgiving and prayer of Paul

Romans1, 15

First I give thanks to my God through Jesus Christ for all of you because your faith is talked of all over the world. 9God, whom I serve with my spirit in preaching the gospel of his Son, is my witness that I continually mention you in my prayers, 10asking always that by some means I may at long last be enabled to visit you, if it is God's will. 11For I am longing to see you so that I can convey to you some spiritual gift that will be a lasting strength, 12or rather that we may be strengthened together through our mutual faith, yours and mine. 13I want you to be quite certain too, brothers, that I have often planned to visit you-though up to the present I have always been prevented-in the hope that I might work as fruitfully among you as I have among the gentiles elsewhere. 14I have an obligation to Greeks as well as barbarians, to the educated as well as the ignorant, 15and hence the eagerness on my part to preach the gospel to you in Rome too.
A hymn to God's love

Romans 8, 31-39

31After saying this, what can we add? If God is for us, who can be against us? 32Since he did not spare his own Son, but gave him up for the sake of all of us, then can we not expect that with him he will freely give us all his gifts? 33Who can bring any accusation against those that God has chosen? When God grants saving justice 34who can condemn? *[Is 50:8] Are we not sure that it is Christ Jesus, who died-yes and more, who was raised from the dead and is at God's right hand-and who is adding his plea for us? 35Can anything cut us off from the love of Christ-can hardships or distress, or persecution, or lack of food and clothing, or threats or violence; 36as scripture says: For your sake we are being massacred all day long, treated as sheep to be slaughtered? *[Ps 44:22] 37No; we come through all these things triumphantly victorious, by the power of him who loved us. 38For I am certain of this: neither death nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nothing already in existence and nothing still to come, nor any power, 39nor the heights nor the depths, nor any created thing whatever, will be able to come between us and the love of God, known to us in Christ Jesus our Lord.
Doxology


Romans 16, 25-27

25And now to him who can make you strong in accordance with the gospel that I preach and the proclamation of Jesus Christ, in accordance with that mystery which for endless ages was kept secret 26but now (as the prophets wrote) is revealed, as the eternal God commanded, to be made known to all the nations, so that they obey in faith: 27to him, the only wise God, give glory through Jesus Christ for ever and ever. Amen
God's plan of salvation

Ephesians 1, 3-14

3Blessed be God the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with all the spiritual blessings of heaven in Christ. 4Thus he chose us in Christ before the world was made to be holy and faultless before him in love, 5marking us out for himself beforehand, to be adopted sons, through Jesus Christ. Such was his purpose and good pleasure, 6to the praise of the glory of his grace, his free gift to us in the Beloved, 7in whom, through his blood, we gain our freedom, the forgiveness of our sins. Such is the richness of the grace 8which he has showered on us in all wisdom and insight. 9He has let us know the mystery of his purpose, according to his good pleasure which he determined beforehand in Christ, 10for him to act upon when the times had run their course: that he would bring everything together under Christ, as head, everything in the heavens and everything on earth. 11And it is in him that we have received our heritage, marked out beforehand as we were, under the plan of the One who guides all things as he decides by his own will, 12chosen to be, for the praise of his glory, the people who would put their hopes in Christ before he came. 13Now you too, in him, have heard the message of the truth and the gospel of your salvation, and having put your trust in it you have been stamped with the seal of the Holy Spirit of the Promise, 14who is the pledge of our inheritance, for the freedom of the people whom God has taken for his own, for the praise of his glory. 

Jesus emptied Himself

Phillipians 2, 6-11

5Make your own the mind of Christ Jesus:6Who, being in the form of God, did not count equality with God something to be grasped.7But he emptied himself, taking the form of a slave, becoming as human beings are; and being in every way like a human being,8he was humbler yet, even to accepting death, death on a cross.9And for this God raised him high, and gave him the name which is above all other names;10so that all beings in the heavens, on earth and in the underworld, should bend the knee at the name of Jesus11and that every tongue should acknowledge * [Is 45:23.] Jesus Christ as Lord, to the glory of God the Father
Last prayer of Paul to Thessalonians

I Thessalonians 5, 23-24

4 May the God of peace himself make you perfectly holy and may you entirely, spirit, soul, and body, be preserved blameless for the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

The one who calls you is faithful, and he will also accomplish it. 


II Thessalonians 3, 16

May the Lord of peace himself give you peace at all times and in every way. The Lord be with all of you.

Hymn of the four living creatures and of the twenty-four elders

Revelation 5, 9-14

9They sang a new hymn: You are worthy to take the scroll and to break its seals, because you were sacrificed, and with your blood you bought people for God of every race, language, people and nation 10and made them a line of kings and priests *[Is 61:6] for God, to rule the world. 11In my vision, I heard the sound of an immense number of angels gathered round the throne and the living creatures and the elders; there were ten thousand times ten thousand of them and thousands upon thousands, 12loudly chanting: Worthy is the Lamb that was sacrificed to receive power, riches, wisdom, strength, honour, glory and blessing. 13Then I heard all the living things in creation-everything that lives in heaven, and on earth, and under the earth, and in the sea, crying: To the One seated on the throne and to the Lamb, be all praise, honour, glory and power, for ever and ever. 14And the four living creatures said, 'Amen'; and the elders prostrated themselves to worship.
The hymn of Moses and the lamb

Revelation 15, 1-4

1And I saw in heaven another sign, great and wonderful: seven angels were bringing the seven plagues that are the last of all, because they exhaust the anger of God. 2I seemed to be looking at a sea of crystal suffused with fire, and standing by the lake of glass, those who had fought against the beast and won, and against his statue and the number which is his name. They all had harps from God, 3and they were singing the hymn of Moses, the servant of God, and the hymn of the Lamb: How great and wonderful are all your works, Lord God Almighty; upright and true are all your ways, King of nations. 4Who does not revere and glorify your name, O Lord? For you alone are holy, and all nations will come and adore you for the many acts of saving justice you have shown
Songs of victory in Heaven of those invited to the wedding feast of the Lamb

Revelation 19, 1-9

6And I heard what seemed to be the voices of a huge crowd, like the sound of the ocean or the great roar of thunder, answering, 'Alleluia! The reign of the Lord our God Almighty has begun; 7let us be glad and joyful and give glory to God, because this is the time for the marriage of the Lamb. 8His bride is ready, and she has been able to dress herself in dazzling white linen, because her linen is made of the good deeds of the saints.' 9The angel said, 'Write this, "Blessed are those who are invited to the wedding feast of the Lamb," ' and he added, 'These words of God are true.'
* * * * * * * * * *
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