RESOLUTIONS OF THE FIRST NATIONAL MISSIONARY CONGRESS
Theme: “You shall be my witnesses”

Preamble

1.
The first Catholic National Mission Congress of Nigeria, organized by the Pontifical Mission Societies, and the National Missionary Council of Nigeria, was held under the auspices of the Catholic Bishops’ Conference of Nigeria (CBCN) at Madonna Renewal Centre, Nkpor, Onitsha Archdiocese from September 26 to 30, 2007. The Theme of the Congress was “You shall be my Witnesses” (Acts 1:8). 
2.
We are grateful to God for this great event of faith in our country. We appreciate the presence and active participation of Most Rev. Felix Alaba Job, the President of the CBCN, Most Rev. Valerian Okeke, the host and the Metropolitan Archbishop of Onitsha Ecclesiastical Province, Most Rev. George Dodo, Bishop of Zaria, and other Bishops who graced the occasion with their presence. Our sincere gratitude also goes to the Immaculate Heart Sisters and Staff of Madonna Renewal Centre, Nkpor, for their hospitality and services. 
3.
The Congress which was convoked to pray, reflect, meditate and reassess our involvement in this universal mission of the Church coincided with the celebration of the 50th anniversary of the famous Encyclical of Pope Pius XII, Fidei Donum.
The Congress made the following resolutions and recommendations:
The Missionary Mandate
4.
The mandate of Christ to evangelize the whole world (cf. Mt. 28:19-20) is not something contingent on or external to, but something that is at the very heart of the Church’s being. In other words, the mandate truly involves all of us as individuals, and members of the Body of Christ, the Church. 
5.
The Congress recommends that the words of the Holy Father, Benedict XVI in his message for the 2007 World Mission Sunday, be taken seriously, namely, that “missionary endeavour is the first service which the Church owes to humanity today, to orient and evangelize cultural and ethnic changes and to offer Christ’s salvation to the men and women of our day humiliated and oppressed in many parts of the world because of endemic poverty, violence and systematic denial of human rights” (no.4).
The Trinity as Foundation for Mission

6.
We affirm that the faith we live and proclaim is anchored in the mystery of the Blessed Trinity and that through the Blessed Trinity, there is only one vision of mission – when God is all in all through Christ in the Holy Spirit. Mission is what God is and what God does for the sake of advancing His reign in the world. In the same vein, mission is what the Church is and what the Church does in announcing the Gospel in the home or foreign missions by her missionary activities. “The whole Church is missionary and the work of evangelization the fundamental task of the people of God ….” (Vat II: Ad gentes divinitus, 35).
7.
The growth of the Church is chiefly caused by the interior breathing and help of the Holy Spirit. We should always invoke the Holy Spirit as the animator of our missions

The Footsteps of the Early Missionaries in Nigeria

8.
The early missionaries suffered and died in numbers. At the grave of one of their members the early missionaries said a great prayer, “that out of these bones, may a great Church arise”.  They made great sacrifices, built schools, hospitals, bought slaves to set them free. Their only motivation is found in 2 Corinthians 5:14: “the love of Christ urges us on”. 
9.
We resolve in the same vein to offer prayers and make great sacrifices for the continuous growth of faith in Nigeria and in the missions, despite the obstacles that could arise in our missionary endeavour
10.
We resolve that missionaries of today imbibe the spirit of the early missionaries, spirit of evangelization, foresight, detachment, and apostolic courage. 
11.
We resolve to share the true Christian values with our neighbours and be more committed to the universal mission of the Church.
Training and Formation of the Laity in Nigeria

12.
The growth of the Church is brought about externally by the action of men and women in a human manner. In order to strengthen missionary vigour, this Congress strongly recommends the establishment of a structure for the formation of lay people both for programmed giving and for mission animation in their respective localities, since the Church is essentially missionary.

13.
Our Lay missionaries need to be continually well informed and prepared to be effective instrument of the mission, especially in difficult hostile regions of the world.
14.
In spite of cultural practices, both women and men should be given equal educational and empowerment opportunities.
15.
The Young Missionary Movement (YOMM) of Nigeria has been established to be a missionary/evangelical outreach movement for the youth within the ages of 14 to 25 years who, like the apostles are endowed with the responsibility of bearing witness to the Gospel. Hence their motto: Christ, to the whole world. We recommend and urge our youth to become active members of this movement.
16.
It is necessary to mobilize all our lay people in a more comprehensive way for mission. We resolve that along with YOMM, the following movements be also established and encouraged: Adult Missionary Movement (ADUMM), Family Missionary Movement (FAMM), and the Missionary Movement of the Sick and the Aged (MMOSA).

Training and Formation of Catechists
17.
We are lucky that forced by their field experience, the early missionaries in our country learned to appreciate the role of the catechists in the evangelizing mission of the Church and used them extensively. We commend the dedicated commitment of our dear catechists, the “foot soldiers” of evangelization. We resolve to train our catechists to make them more relevant in the fast changing mission terrain of our country and beyond.
18.
The Rites of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA) should be intensified in the parishes.

Review of our missionary strategies
19.
The Church has all along distinguished herself in such areas of service to the people as education, health care, social services, political and general human development.
20.
We resolve to re-examine these missionary endeavours and ask ourselves some questions, to review, reassess the way we have been doing mission, and look inside to discover the quality of our faith.
Structures of Support for our Missionaries

21.
The time has come for the Church in our country to shift focus from being primarily a devotional to a mission-focused Church. In other words, we should and must endeavour to be an outward looking Church. To do this effectively we must endeavour to “rediscover together the urgent necessity to re-launch missionary activity, to face the multiple challenges of our time” (Benedict XVI). 
22.
We resolve to share our Christian faith and values with our neighbours, ensuring that our religiosity is well informed by a high sense of mission.

23.
We want to renew our commitment to the universal mission, especially as we have seen sufficient indications that Nigeria is capable of sending more and more missionaries to other parts of the world. The missionaries need steady support, financial, spiritual, moral and otherwise, based on the nature and exigencies of the mission. 
24.
We resolve to set up a solid structure of support for our missionaries. We seriously recommend that CBCN establish a Special Mission Endowment Fund (SMEF) and a Mission Procure Office (MPO) to facilitate missionary initiatives both locally and beyond.

25.
We recommend that Church societies and organizations be organized and restructured to be more mission oriented and for mission outreach, to make greater financial commitment to missionary activities.
Nigerian response to mission

26.
The founding of the Missionary Society of St Paul, October 23, 1977, by the CBCN now working in almost all the five continents of the world is a step in the right direction. The many indigenous religious congregations, institutes and dioceses also sending missionaries to different parts of the country and the world at large is yet another.
27.
We commend and support the formation of a preparatory and orientation programme designed to equip Fidei donum priests, religious and lay men and women being sent on mission with the basic and fundamental strategies and skills of mission. 
28.
Formation in the seminaries and other formation houses should be diversified to foresee and accommodate multicultural, ethnic, racial and gender issues that may be obstacles to mission.

29.
On-going formation is essentially important for all priests, religious and the lay faithful.

30.
We resolve to celebrate a National Mission Congress every four years, preceded by the diocesan and provincial celebrations.
31.
We resolve that the department of Mission and Dialogue, with the approval of the CBCN, should publish the proceedings of this Congress and make them available to all the seminaries and formation houses as soon as possible.

32.
We recommend that the proceedings of this National Mission Congress become a resource material in preparation for the 2nd Special Assembly for Africa.

Missionary Cooperation

33.
We recognize that mission is one and should be counted as such. Dioceses and religious congregations share in this same mission. Efforts are therefore to be made to involve all - Bishops, Priests, Men, Women, Youth and Religious - in the work of the mission.

34.
We commend the practical ways that Catholic Bishops’ Conference of Nigeria (CBCN) is fostering missionary cooperation, promoting vocations to the mission, forming Mission Clubs in the Seminaries and formation houses, appointing priests to initiate missionary initiatives, especially the Pontifical Mission Societies both at national and diocesan levels, organizing annual mission week celebrations, sending substantial financial contribution for the missions to the Holy See every year, encouraging foreign congregations to recruit vocations in Nigeria and helping them to establish their presence in Nigeria; and commitment to inculturation, ecumenism, interreligious dialogue as practical mission.

35.
Priests should be open to and allow collaborative or shared ministry with lay faithful, each within its own competence.

36.
The Congress underscored the importance of openness to welcome and work with other Congregations, in diversification of mission. In view of the facts that one Congregation may not be in a position to supply all the experts required for a particular project assigned to, or undertaken by the Congregation, we resolve that it is necessary to explain awareness of cooperation with other Congregations.
37.
Great emphasis should be given to the formation of native personnel – priests, religious, and laity in reference to the mission. Since some of the countries where our priests and missionaries go to work have either never got enough personnel since their inception or are no longer getting enough vocations, we can neither fold our arms and do nothing nor strive just to supply them enough personnel or worse still to replace them.

38.
The missionary must consider the country or territory he or she is going to evangelise as a second home and love it with due charity. He or she is to seek no earthly advantage for his or her country or religious institute, but rather what may help towards the salvation of souls and building up of the local Church.

39.
The Church’s aim is to bring the supernatural light of faith to all peoples, to establish the Church on sound foundations among non-Christian peoples, and place it under its own native hierarchy, and to promote the interests of civilization and culture. It aims at fraternal cooperation among nations, clear option for the poor and the oppressed. The missionary must, therefore, not destroy the culture of the people, but preserve whatever is naturally good, just or beautiful in the culture of the people (cf. Evangelii Praecones).

Pontifical Mission Societies (PMS)
40.
The Pontifical Mission Societies are human actions of men and women done to bring about or realise the effects of the working of the Holy Spirit. Charged with the responsibility of creating awareness for our Catholics to become missionary, PMS should be welcomed and supported in all our parishes and dioceses.
41.
It is our sincere hope and prayer that through this first National Mission Congress, the Church in our country may be reawakened, renewed and filled with missionary zeal to be authentic witnesses of the Gospel both at home and abroad.

42.
We joyfully and resolutely entrust our missions and missionary endeavours unto the beloved care of our Blessed Mother Mary, Queen of Nigeria, Star of Evangelization, and model of missionaries, that our witnessing through Proclamation by Word and life of witness will yield greater fruits always acceptable to Our Saviour and Lord Jesus Christ.

Most Rev. Felix Alaba Job  


Most Rev. Mathew M. Ndagoso

President of CBCN



Chairman, Mission & Dialogue

Very Rev. Msgr. Hypolite Adigwe
Director, PMS & Mission & Dialogue
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