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 FIDES Service- 30 July2005

FIDES SPECIAL ISSUE
Instrumentum mensis Iulii pro lectura Magisterii 
Summi Pontifici Benedicti XVI, pro evangelizatione 

in terris missionum

Annus I – Numerus IV, Iulius A.D. MMV
In the month of July Pope Benedict XVI took a short holiday in the Alps, Les Combes (Val d’Aosta), in the same house where Pope John Paul II used to stay. A month marked by a number of terrorist attacks and once again the Supreme Pontiff raised his voice to implore Almighty God to comfort the grieving families and convert hearts. A month marked by a meeting of the planet’s leaders in Scotland, a meeting which prompted the Pope to recall once again the poorest people of the earth , the suffering peoples of Africa in particular. During his Sunday Angelus reflections the Pope continued his teaching on Christian doctrine explaining the treasures of Holy Scripture.

· SYNTHESIS INTERVENTUUM
2 July 2005 – Address to Bishops of Zimbabwe on visita «ad limina Apostolorum»
2 July 2005 – Message to Cardinal Keith Patrick O’Brien archbishop of Edinburgh for rally in view of G8
3 July 2005 – Angelus

6 July 2005 – General Audience
7 July 2005 – Telegramme of sympathy to Cardinal Cormac Murphy O’Connor, archbishop of Westminster after terrorist bombings in London 
10 July 2005 – Angelus
17 July 2005 – Angelus

18 July 2005 – Telegramme to archbishop Alain Lebeaupin, papal nuncio in Kenya and archbishop Enrico Masseroni of Vercelli after murder of Vicar apostolic of Isiolo, Kenya
24 July 2005 – Angelus
(for Angelus Sunday 31 July and relative links see Instrumentum August)

· VERBA PONTIFICIS 
Africa

Doctrine
Evangelisation

Formation for priests
Health
Terrorism
Holidays
· INTERVENTUS SUPER QUAESTIONES

Africa – Intervention on debt relief and aid for development by archbishop Laurent Monsengwo Pasinya of Kisangani president of Bishops’ Conference Democratic Congo 
Africa – Tragic consequences of operation “restore order” presented to UN and AU representatives in a report by the Peace and Justice Commission of the Jesuits in Zimbabwe
Africa – Intervention on serious food shortage in Niger by Archbishop Michel Christian Cartatéguy of Niamey, capital of Niger, 

Doctrine – The importance of the Compendium of the Catechism according to a Chinese priest 
Evangelisation – Intervention by Fr Godfrey D’Lima, SJ, on education of tribal communities essential for improving society 
Evangelisation – Intervention on the present situation of the Church in Botswana by Bishop Frank Nubuasah, SVD, Vicar Apostolic of Francistown (Botswana), 
Formation for priests – report after a recent visit to China by Fr Robert Daviaud, Superior General Prado Institute 
Formation for priests – Homily during Mass for the ordination of priests by Cardinal Paul Shan bishop of Kaohsiung, 

Terrorism– Intervention on London bombings by Fr Eliseo Mercado, head of the OMI Justice and Peace Commission 
Terrorism – Intervention from Cairo on London terrorist attacks by Comboni missionary priest Fr Luciano Verdoscia 
Terrorism – Testimonial by Bishop Andrew Francis of Multan, Pakistan, with regard to Christians and Muslims united in prayer after London bomb attacks  
· QUAESTIONES
“Natural law must be respected” three African bishops the President of the Bishops’ Conference of Senegal, the archbishop of Nairobi and the archbishop of Gulu, say with regard to the law on same sex marriage approved by the Spanish parliament 
“It is concerning that this attack on the family occurs in Catholic Spain” said President of the Peruvian Bishops’ Conference with regard to the law on same sex marriage approved by the Spanish parliament
“We denounce an international plot against life and against the family” the President of the Colombian Bishops’ Conference Cardinal Pedro Rubiano Sáenz said as he opened the Bishops’ 79th plenary assembly

Tragic consequences of operation “restore order” presented to UN and AU representatives in a report by the Peace and Justice Commission of the Jesuits in Zimbabwe
 “The Eucharist: source and summit of the life and mission of the Church” Working paper for 11th Ordinary Assembly of the Synod of Bishops in October presented 

Unite forces to inform, educate and act: 1st International Meeting for Pastoral Care and Liberation of Street Women final statement

2004 Aid to the Church in Need 

Cardinal Crescenzio Sepe, Prefect of the Congregation for the Evangelisation of Peoples telegramme of sympathy to Bishop Enrico Masseroni after tragic murder of Bishop Locati Vicar apostolic of Isiolo, 
Official programme of Pope Benedict XVI’s apostolic journey to Germany for World Youth Day

“They seem to want to impose the principle that any personal life style may be made a public institution” Benigno Blanco told Fides after Canada approves same sex “marriage”

SYNTHESIS INTERVENTUUM

2 July 2005 – Address to Bishops of Zimbabwe in visita «ad limina Apostolorum»

VATICAN - The Pope addresses the Bishops of Zimbabwe: “In your preaching and teaching the faithful should be able to hear the voice of the Lord himself, a voice that speaks with authority of what is right and true, of peace and justice, of love and reconciliation”

Vatican City (Fides) - “May your pilgrimage to the Tombs of the Apostles Peter and Paul, and this meeting with Peter’s Successor, be for all of you an incentive to ever greater unity in the cause of the Gospel and the service of Christ’s Kingdom.!” Pope Benedict XVI said in his address to a group of Catholic Bishops  from Zimbabwe received in audience on Saturday 2 July on the occasion of their five yearly ad limina visit. 


The recent elections in Zimbabwe have laid the basis for what I trust will be a new beginning in the process of national reconciliation and the moral rebuilding of society, the Pope said, expressing his appreciation for the Bishops’ contribution with a joint Pastoral Statement. “As you rightly observed in that statement - Benedict XVI said - responsibility for the common good demands that all members of the body politic work together in laying firm moral and spiritual foundations for the future of the nation”. With that statement and the more recent Pastoral Letter “The Cry of the poor”,  “you yourselves have brought the wisdom of the Gospel and the rich heritage of the Church’s social doctrine to bear upon the thinking and practical judgements of the faithful both in their daily lives and in their efforts to act as upright members of the community”. The Pope then encouraged the Bishops to  “continue to provide clear and united leadership”: “In your preaching and teaching the faithful should be able to hear the voice of the Lord himself, a voice that speaks with authority of what is right and true, of peace and justice, of love and reconciliation, a voice that can console them in the midst of their troubles and show them the way forward in hope.”.


Amid the difficulties of the present moment, the Church in Zimbabwe can rejoice in the presence of so many communities vibrant in faith, a significant number of vocations to the priesthood and religious life, and the presence of a committed laity devoted to various works of the apostolate. “These gifts of God’s grace are at once a consolation and a challenge to an ever more profound and integrated catechesis aimed at training the faithful to live fully their Christian vocation” the Pope said urging the Bishops to “ensure suitable and comprehensive catechetical preparation for all the faithful, and to take whatever steps may be necessary to provide for a more systematic education of catechists”. With regard to the formation of future priests, Benedict XVI commended the Bishops to offer practical support to national seminaries “in their challenging task of providing seminarians with an adequate human, spiritual, doctrinal and pastoral formation” recommending the promotion of “a programme of spiritual, pastoral and human accompaniment” for the younger clergy and to strengthen the religious identity of Catholic schools in Zimbabwe, “for the good not only of their students, but of the entire Catholic community in your country.”.

The Pope ended his address with a specific request: “As you return to your native land strengthened in faith and in the bond of ecclesial communion, I ask you to co-operate generously in the service of the Gospel, so that the light of God’s word will shine ever more brightly in the minds and hearts of Zimbabwe’s Catholics, inspiring in them a deeper love of Christ and a more firm commitment to the spread of his Kingdom of holiness, justice and truth”. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 4/7/2005; righe 37, parole 548)Links:

See the Pope’s address in English

http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/pontefici/pontefice.php?id=323

See Fides interview with Bishops of Zimbabwe in Italian

http://www.fides.org/ita/news/2005/0506/30_6865.html

info Zimbabwe in Italian 
http://www.fides.org/ita/news/2005/0506/30_6867.html

2 July 2005 – Message to Cardinal Keith Patrick O’Brien on the occasion of the Make Poverty History rally in Edinburgh in view of the G8 Summit
Vatican City (Fides Service) - The Holy Father Benedict XVI through Cardinal Angelo Sodano, his Secretary of State, sent a message to the Archbishop of Saint Andrews and Edinburgh, Cardinal Keith Patrick O’Brien, on the occasion of the “Make Poverty History rally” organised in Edinburgh in view of the G8 Summit on Wednesday July 6. In his message the Pope greeted the participants who, “share concern for the wellbeing of millions of our brothers and sisters suffering from extreme poverty”. Referring to the teaching of Vatican II - “God destined the earth and all it contains for the use of all men and women and all peoples so that the goods of creation may be equally shared by all” (Gaudium et spes, n. 69) - the Pope said this is why “people living in the world’s richest nations should be ready to accept the burden of the reduction of debts for highly indebted countries and urge their leaders to honour commitments taken to reduce poverty in the world, particularly in Africa, by 2015.” Lastly Benedict XVI assured his prayers that the “participants at the rally and world leaders who will meet shortly at Gleneagles, may each play their part to guarantee a more equal distribution of the world’s resources”. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 4/7/2005 - Righe 15, Parole 229)

Links:

See the Pope’s message in English
http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/pontefici/pontefice.php?id=322
3 July 2005 – Angelus
VATICAN - Benedict XVI underscores the necessity for the “entire Catholic community to proclaim, teach and witness the entire truth of Catholic faith, doctrine and morals in a unanimous and harmonious manner”. The Pope also said he hoped the imminent G-8 meeting would adopt concrete measures to eradicate poverty and promote authentic development for Africa

Vatican City (Fides Service) - “Dear brothers and sisters how necessary it is today at the dawn of the third millennium for the entire Catholic community to proclaim, teach and witness to the entire truth of Catholic faith, doctrine and morals in a unanimous and harmonious manner! A contribution towards new efforts for catechesis and evangelisation can come from the new Compendium of the Catechism of the Catholic Church, to help all Catholics, children, young people and adults, families and communities, in docility to the Holy Spirit, to become everywhere catechists and evangelisers helping other to encounter Christ”. This was part of the Sunday address given by Pope Benedict XVI on 3 July before leading the recitation of the midday Angelus Prayer with thousands gathered in St Peter’s Square to receive his blessing. The Pope mentioned the recent presentation of the “Compendium of the Catechism of the Catholic Church”: “For several years the need was felt to have a shorter catechism which would summarise in a simple but comprehensive manner all the essential elements of Catholic doctrine. Divine Providence wished for this project to be achieved on the day of the opening the cause for the beatification of our beloved Pope John Paul II, who gave it determinant impulse … In the Compendium, an ideal dialogue between the Master and the disciple, offers a summary of the broader exposition of the Church’s faith and Catholic doctrine contained in the Catechism promulgated by my venerable Predecessor in 1992”. After the Marian prayer, the Pope mentioned the July 6 meeting of heads of state and government of the world’s most industrialised countries in Gleneagles (Scotland) for which one of the priorities will be Africa “a continent often neglected”. The Holy Father said he hoped the meeting would be a success and lead to “sharing in solidarity the costs of debt reduction, putting in motion concrete measures to eradicate poverty and promoting authentic for Africa”. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 4/7/2005; righe 23, parole 318)

Links:

See the Pope’s full address
http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/pontefici/pontefice.php?id=321
6 July 2005 – General Audience
VATICAN - At the general audience the Pope recalled that “predestination” to be children of God “implicates brotherhood with Christ, the Son par excellence and an attitude of intimacy with the heavenly Father whom we may invoke as Abba, “dearest father’

Vatican City (Fides Service) - Canticle “God our Saviour” (cfr Eph 1,3-10), vespers Monday week 3 (reading: Eph 1,3.7-8), was the subject of the teaching given by Pope Benedict XVI during the general audience this morning in St Peter’s Square in the presence of about 20,000 visitors. Taken from the Letter to the Ephesians the hymn is a prayer of blessing addressed to God the Father and it describes the various stages of the plan of salvation brought about by Christ. “At the centre of the blessing resounds the Greek word mysterion - the Pope explained - a word usually associated with the verbs of revelation. This in fact is the great, secret plan which the Father had from all eternity and decided to actuate and reveal in the fullness of time in Jesus Christ his Son”. The Father chooses us “that we may walk holy and immaculate in love”, he destines us to be his children, he redeems us and forgives us our sins, revealing fully the mystery of salvation in Christ, he gives us an eternal heritage and as a pledge of it the gift of the Holy Spirit in view of final resurrection.
The various salvific events which succeed one another in the hymn involve the three Persons of the Most Holy Trinity: “starting with the Father, the initiator and supreme artifice of the plan of salvation, then the psalmist looks on the Son who brings the plan to completion in history, and lastly the psalmist dwells on the Holy Spirit who gives his seal to the work of salvation”. The Holy Father dwelt in detail on holiness and filiation.“The first divine gesture, revealed and actuated in Christ is the calling of believers, the fruit of God’s free initiative undeserved … The content of the calling is holiness which is participation in the pure transcendence of the divine Being and his intimate essence of charity: ‘God is love (1 Jn 4,8.16)’”. The other lap is our predestination as children of God. “This sublime condition as children implicates brotherhood with Christ, the Son par excellence, first born of many brothers and sisters and intimacy with the heavenly Father who can now be invoked as Abba, ‘dearest father, in a relationship of spontaneity and love. Therefore we are in the presence of an immense gift made possible in accord with divine will and grace, luminous expression of love which saves.”At the end of the audience the Pope greeted visitors in different languages. He had a special word for a delegation of Benedictine monks who had with them the Benedictine Peace Torch which the Pope blessed and he said: “This year the Torch began its pilgrimage in Moscow where it was welcomed by representatives of Patriarch Alexis II. It then went to Germany, to the monastery of Ottobeuren and to Marktl am Inn. As a symbolic sign of peace today it will rest at the tombs of the Apostles and then continue on to Norcia. Dearest Brothers may this evocative initiative stir ever more generous commitment in Europe to witnessing to Christian values.” (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 6/7/2005, righe 31, parole 481)

Links:

See the Pope’s address in various languages
http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/pontefici/pontefice.php?id=324
7 July 2005 – Telegramme of sympathy to Cardinal Cormac Murphy O’Connor after bomb attacks in London
VATICAN - Pope Benedict XVI expresses deep grief for the victims of terrorist attacks in central London

Vatican City (Fides Service) - Pope Benedict XVI sent Cardinal Cormac Murphy-O’Connor a message of condolence for the people of Great Britain following the bomb explosions in central London yesterday. Here is the text of the telegramme signed on the Pope’s behalf by Cardinal Angelo Sodano, Secretary of State: “Deeply saddened by the news of the terrorist attacks in central London the Holy Father offers fervent prayers for the victims and for all those who mourn. While he deplores these barbaric acts against humanity he asks you to convey to the families of the injured his spiritual closeness at this time of grief. Upon the people of Great Britain he invokes the consolation that only God can give in such circumstances.” (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 8/7/2005 - Righe 9, Parole 120)
10 July 2005 - Angelus

VATICAN - At the Angelus prayer the Pope mentions the feast day of St Benedict and the terrorist attacks on London: “We pray for the dead and the injured and their loved ones. But we also pray for the attackers... God loves life which he created, not death. In the name of God, stop!”

Vatican City (Fides Service) - On 10 July Pope Benedict XVI dedicated his Sunday Angelus address to reflection on Saint Benedict Abbot, patron of Europe whose feast day is celebrated on July 11 and he also asked people to pray for the victims of the recent terrorist bombings in London. Speaking of the life of St Benedict of Norcia, the Pope recalled that after studying in Rome and disappointed with city life Benedict withdrew to Subiaco, where he lived in a cave for about three years devoting himself entirely to God. Later with some disciples “he built monasteries starting a fraternal community founded on primacy of love for Christ, in which prayer and work alternate in harmony to praise God”. At Montecassino Benedict gave form to this project putting it in writing in the Rule. “On the ashes of the Roman Empire Benedict in his search first of all for the Kingdom of God, sowed, perhaps unawares, the seed of a new civilisation which would develop, integrating Christian values with the classical heritage on the one side and German and Slav cultures on the other.”
The typical aspect of Benedict’s spirituality, highlighted by the Holy Father is that “he did not found a monastic institution with the aim of evangelising the barbarians, like other great missionary monks of his time, rather he indicated to his followers that the fundamental aim indeed the only aim of life is to search for God. He was aware however that when the believer enters into deep relationship with God he is no longer content with a mediocre life of minimalist morals and superficial religiosity”. In this light we understand the expression which Benedict used to summarise his Rule as a programme of life for his monks: “Place nothing before love for Christ”. “In this consists holiness- the Pope concluded - a proposal valid for every Christian and now a pastoral urgency in our era in which we note the need to anchor life and history to sound spiritual references.”
After the Marian prayer, Benedict XVI said : “We are all deeply saddened by the atrocious terrorist attacks in London last Thursday. We pray for the dead and the injured and their loved ones. But we also pray for the attackers: may the Lord touch their hearts. To those who foment sentiments of hatred and commit repugnant acts of terrorism I say: God loves life which he created, not death. In the name of God, stop,!”. The Pope then greeted groups of visitors in different languages and told them he was going to spend a period of rest in Valle d’Aosta, a guest of the same house where Pope John Paul II stayed many times. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 11/7/2005; righe 30, parole 450)

Links:

See the Pope’s address in Italian http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/pontefici/pontefice.php?id=325
17 July 2005 - Angelus
VATICAN - The Pope’s Angelus from his holiday residence in Valle d’Aosta: In contact with nature we rediscover the right dimension, we realise that each one of us is a creature, small but unique … in the world around us we see signs of God’s goodness and providence and almost naturally we are moved to praise God and to pray

Les Combes (Fides Service) - On Sunday 17 July Pope Benedict XVI from Les Combes in Valle d’Aosta where he is staying for a short period of rest led the recitation of the midday Angelus prayer with people gathered in front of his holiday residence. “This Summer pause is truly a gift of God after the first months of the demanding pastoral service entrusted to me by divine Providence” the Pope said before the prayer after he had called to mind “my beloved Predecessor John Paul II”

 who used to take a short period of rest at the same house. “In the world in which we live - Pope Benedict XVI said - it is almost a necessity to restore body and mind especially for people who live in cities where frenetic living conditions leave little time for silence, reflection and relaxing contact with nature. Holidays are days during which we can devote more time to prayer and reading and meditating the profound meaning of life in the happy environment of the family and loved ones. Holiday time offers unique opportunities to take time to look at the evocative spectacle of nature a wonderful "book" open to all old and young. In contact with nature we rediscover the right dimension, we realise that each of us is a creature, small but unique "open to God" because we are open to the Infinite. Urged on by the search for meaning which we feel in our heart we see in the world around us signs of God’s goodness and providence and almost naturally we are moved to praise God and to pray”. Greeting people in different languages the Pope thanked the diocese of Aosta, the authorities, the region and the town council for offering him hospitality. Besides voicing solidarity with local industry workers threatened with redundancy, the Pope had special words of encouragement for the sick and he did not forget to remind young people to join him for World Youth Day celebrations in August in Germany. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 18/7/2005; righe 24, parole 358)

Links:

See the Pope’s address in Italian http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/pontefici/pontefice.php?id=326
18 July 2005 – Telegrammes to Archbishop Paul Alain Lebeaupin, papal nuncio in Kenya, and Archbishop Vercelli Enrico Masseroni after the assassination of Bishop Luigi Locati Vicar apostolic of Isiolo, Kenya. 
VATICAN - The Pope offers sincere condolences to the clergy and faithful of Isiolo after the assassination of the Vicar apostolic and expresses gratitude for the Bishop’s life of witness in telegrammes to the Papal Nuncio in Kenya and the Archbishop of Vercelli

Vatican City (Fides Service) - On behalf of Pope Benedict XVI Cardinal Angelo Sodano Holy See secretary of state addressed a telegramme to the Papal Nuncio in Kenya Archbishop Alain Lebeaupin in which he said the Holy Father, “deeply saddened by the tragic death of Bishop Luigi Locati, offers sincere condolences and assures his closeness in prayer to the clergy and religious of the Vicariate Apostolic of Isiolo”. The Pope entrusts “the noble soul of the deceased Bishop to the infinite mercy of God our Father” and “gives thanks for the selfless witness to the Gospel and promotion of human dignity which characterised his ministry as a priest and a bishop”. Lastly the Pope said he prayed that “the death of Bishop Locati will accelerate the restoration of that peace 

and reconciliation to which he was so totally dedicated”. In a second telegramme on behalf of the Pope addressed to the Archbishop of Vercelli archdiocese from where Bishop Locati originated, Cardinal Sodano said the Holy Father “deeply saddened by the barbaric assassination of Bishop Luigi Locati” expresses deepest sympathy to the diocesan community and to the family of this heroic missionary. Lastly Benedict XVI thanked God for “the generous ministry of this praiseworthy Bishop among the people of Kenya” and said he prays “for the repose of the Bishop’s soul asking God to grant him the deserved eternal reward”. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 18/7/2005 - Righe 17, Parole 237)
24 July 2005 - Angelus
VATICAN - At the Angelus the Pope said he prays that 'the new generations drawing vital life blood from Christ may be leaven of a renewed humanism in European societies' and with regard to terrorist attacks he invoked Almighty God 'to stop the murderous hand of those who moved by fanaticism and hatred committed these acts and to convert their hearts'

Les Combes (Fides Service) - Christianity’s role in building Europe and the recent terrorist attacks in various parts of the world were the subject of Pope Benedict XVI’s brief reflection before the midday Angelus prayer on Sunday 24 July. As on the previous Sunday the Holy Father recited the prayer with a large crowd of people who had gathered for the occasion in front of the holiday house where he is spending a few days rest in Les Combes, Valle d’Aosta, in the Italian Alps.  Recalling some of the saints whose feast days occur at this time of year, St James the Apostle, St Brigid of Sweden one of the patron saints of Europe and the great patron of the ‘old’ continent St Benedict the Holy Father said: “Remembering these Saints, we spontaneously stop and reflect on the contribution which Christianity gave and continues to give towards building Europe.” Benedict XVI recalled that Pope John Paul II made a pilgrimage to Santiago de Compostela the burial place of St James in 1982 “and he made a solemn ‘act for Europe’ during which he pronounced these memorable words: ‘I, the Bishop of Rome and Shepherd of the universal Church from Santiago I address to you old Europe a cry filled with love: Come to your senses, be what you are! Discover your origins. Strengthen your roots. Revive the authentic values which rendered glorious your history and beneficial your presence among 

other continents’.“John Paul II launched a project for a Europe aware of its spiritual unity based on the foundations of Christian values” the Pope said and Pope Wojtyla referred to this subject again on the occasion of World Youth Day 1989, when he called for “a Europe without  frontiers, which does not deny the Christian roots on which it was built and does not renounce the authentic humanism of Christ’s Gospel”. In view of the fast approaching August celebration of the 20th World Youth Day in Germany, Pope Benedict urged those present to pray “that the new generations drawing vital life blood from Christ may be in European societies leaven of a renewed humanism in which faith and reason co-operate in fruitful dialogue to promote human
development and to build authentic peace”. After the Angelus prayer and before greeting the visitors in different languages the Pope said this about the recent terrorist attacks in various parts of the world: “These days of rest and tranquillity are troubled by tragic news of abominable terrorist attacks causing death, destruction and suffering in Egypt, Turkey, Iraq and Great Britain. While entrusting to divine Goodness the dead and the wounded and their families, victims of these acts which offend God and man, we ask the Almighty to stop the murderous hand of those who moved by fanaticism and hatred committed them and to convert their hearts to thoughts of reconciliation and peace.” (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 25/7/2005; righe 33, parole 458)

Links:

See the Pope’s address in Italian
http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/pontefici/pontefice.php?id=327
VERBA PONTIFICIS
Africa

 “People living in the world’s richest nations should be ready to accept the burden of the reduction of debts for highly indebted countries and urge their leaders to honour commitments taken to reduce poverty in the world, particularly in Africa, by 2015.” (The Holy Father Benedict XVI through Cardinal Angelo Sodano, his Secretary of State, sent a message to the Archbishop of Saint Andrews and Edinburgh, Cardinal Keith Patrick O’Brien, on the occasion of the “Make Poverty History rally” organised in Edinburgh in view of the G8 Summit).

“After the Marian prayer, the Pope mentioned the July 6 meeting of heads of state and government of the world’s most industrialised countries in Gleneagles (Scotland) for which one of the priorities will be Africa “a continent often neglected”. The Holy Father said he hoped the meeting would be a success and lead to “sharing in solidarity the costs of debt reduction, putting in motion concrete measures to eradicate poverty and promoting authentic for Africa”. (3 July 2005 – Angelus Prayer).
Doctrine
“Dear brothers and sisters, how necessary it is at the beginning of this third millennium that the entire Christian community, unanimously and of one accord, proclaim, teach and witness to the full to the truths of the Catholic faith, doctrine and morals! May the Compendium of the Catechism of the Catholic Church also contribute to the hoped for renewal of catechesis and evangelisation so that all Christians - children, young people, adults, families and communities -, docile to the action of the Holy Spirit, may become catechists and evangelisers in every environment, helping others to encounter Christ. We ask this with trust in the Virgin Mother of God, Star of Evangelisation” (3 July 2005 – Angelus).

Evangelisation
“Benedict, unlike other great monastic missionaries of his time, did not found a monastic institution whose principal aim was the evangelisation of the barbarian peoples; he pointed out to his followers the search for God as the fundamental and indeed, one and only aim of life: "Quaerere Deum" [to seek God]. He knew, however, that when the believer enters into a profound relationship with God, he cannot be content with a mediocre life under the banner of a minimalist ethic and a superficial religiosity. In this light one can understand better the expression that Benedict borrowed from St Cyprian and summed up in his Rule (IV, 21), the monks' programme of life: "Nihil amori Christi praeponere", "Prefer nothing to the love of Christ". Holiness consists of this, a sound proposal for every Christian that has become a real and urgent pastoral need in our time, when we feel the need to anchor life and history to sound spiritual references. (10 July 2005 – Angelus).  “And let us also find strength in thinking of the great figures of the Saints who lived their lives in similar circumstances and show us the path to take. Let us start with tomorrow's Saint, the Apostle St James, John's brother, who was the first martyr among the Apostles. He was one of the three closest to the Lord and took part in both the Transfiguration on Mount Tabor - with its beauty in which the splendour of the Lord's divinity shone out - and the anguish, the distress of the Lord on the Mount of Olives. Thus, he also learned that to bear the burden of the world the Son of God experienced all our suffering and is in solidarity with us. You know that the relics [of St James] are venerated at the famous Shrine of Compostela in Galicia, Spain, the destination of numerous pilgrimages from every part of Europe. Yesterday, we commemorated St Bridget of Sweden, a Patroness of Europe. Last 11 July we celebrated St Benedict, another great Patron of the "Old Continent" and, as you know, my Patron since my election to the Petrine ministry. In looking at these Saints, it comes to us spontaneously, at this particular moment in history with all its problems, to reflect on the contribution that Christianity has made and is continuing to make to building Europe.  I would like to do so by thinking back to the pilgrimage in 1982 of my beloved Predecessor, the Servant of God John Paul II, to Santiago de Compostela, where he made a solemn "Declaration to Europe" (Address, Santiago de Compostela, Spain, 9 November 1982,), in which he spoke these memorable words of the greatest timeliness which I now repeat: "I, Bishop of Rome and Shepherd of the universal Church, from Santiago, utter to you, Europe of the ages, a cry full of love: Find yourself again. Be yourself. Discover your origins, revive your roots. Return to those authentic values which made your history a glorious one and your presence so beneficent in the other continents" (ibid., n. 4). John Paul II then introduced the project of a Europe conscious of its own spiritual unity, founded on the Christian values. He returned to this topic on the occasion of the World Youth Day in 1989, which took place precisely in Santiago de Compostela. He said that he hoped for a Europe without borders that would renounce neither the Christian roots that gave it life nor the authentic humanism of Christ's Gospel! (cf. Mass at the Marian Basilica of Covadonga, 21 August 1989, n. 6; ORE, 11 September, p. 5). How timely his appeal remains in the light of recent events on the Continent of Europe! (24 July 2005 – Angelus). 

Formation for priests
“Amid the difficulties of the present moment, the Church in Zimbabwe can rejoice in the presence of so many communities vibrant in faith, a significant number of vocations to the priesthood and religious life, and the presence of a committed laity devoted to various works of the apostolate. These gifts of God’s grace are at once a consolation and a challenge to an ever more profound and integrated catechesis aimed at training the faithful to live fully their Christian vocation. "In all areas of Church life, formation is of primary importance" for the future of the Church in Africa (Ecclesia in Africa, 75). For this reason, I encourage you to work together to ensure suitable and comprehensive catechetical preparation for all the faithful, and to take whatever steps may be necessary to provide for a more systematic education of catechists. Future priests, for their part, should be helped to present the fullness of the Catholic faith in a way which truly addresses and responds to people’s difficulties, questions and problems. The national seminaries require practical support in their challenging task of providing seminarians with an adequate human, spiritual, doctrinal and pastoral formation, while the younger clergy would greatly benefit, in the first years of their priestly ministry, from a programme of spiritual, pastoral and human accompaniment guided by experienced and exemplary priests. Your concern for sound catechesis and an integral religious education must also extend to the system of Catholic schools, whose religious identity needs to be strengthened, for the good not only of their students, but of the entire Catholic community in your country.”(2 July 2005 – Address of his holiness Benedict XVI 
to the Bishops of Zimbabwe on their "Ad Limina" Visit)

Holiness
“The first divine act, revealed and brought about in Christ, is the choosing of believers, the result of a free and gratuitous initiative of God. In the beginning, therefore, "before the foundation of the world" (v. 4), in the eternity of God, divine grace was ready to come into action.. The content of this calling is our "holiness", a great word. Holiness is participation in the purity of the divine Being. But we know that God is love. Participating in divine purity, therefore, means participating in the "charity" of God, conforming ourselves to God who is "charity". "God is love" (I Jn 4: 8, 16). Thus, the agape becomes our daily reality. We are therefore transferred to the sacred and vital horizon of God himself”. (6 July 2005 – General Audience). 

Terrorism
“We all feel deep sorrow for the atrocious terrorist attacks in London last Thursday. Let us pray for the people killed, for the injured and for their loved ones. But let us also pray for the attackers: may the Lord move their hearts. To all who nurture sentiments of hatred and to all who carry out such repugnant terrorist acts I say: God loves life, which he created, and not death. Stop, in God's name! (10 July 2005 – Angelus). 
“Even these days of tranquillity and rest have been disturbed by the tragic news of the despicable terrorist attacks that have caused death, destruction and suffering in various countries, such as Egypt, Turkey, Iraq and Great Britain. As we entrust to divine goodness the deceased, the injured and their loved ones, victims of these acts that offend God and man, let us invoke the Almighty so that he may stop the murderous hand of those motivated by fanaticism and hatred who have committed them, and convert their hearts to thoughts of reconciliation and peace.” (24 July 2005 – Angelus) 

Holidays
“Lastly, my thoughts turn as usual to the young people, the sick and the newly-weds. We are advancing into the summer season, a time of healthy relaxation and well-deserved rest. I ask you, dear young people, to make the most of the summer for useful human and religious experiences. I hope that you, dear sick people, will also feel in these months the closeness of friendly people and relatives. And I invite you, dear newly-weds, to use the holidays to grow in reciprocal love, illumined by divine joy.” (6 July 2005 – General Audience).

“In the world in which we live, the need to be physically and mentally replenished has become as it were essential, especially to those who dwell in cities where the often frenzied pace of life leaves little room for silence, reflection and relaxing contact with nature. Moreover, holidays are days on which we can give even more time to prayer, reading and meditation on the profound meaning of life in the peaceful context of our own family and loved ones. The vacation period affords unique opportunities for reflection as we face the stirring views of nature, a marvellous "book" within the reach of everyone, adults or children. In contact with nature, individuals rediscover their proper dimension, they recognise that they are creatures but at the same time unique, "capable of God" since they are inwardly open to the Infinite. Driven by the heartfelt need for meaning that urges them onwards, they perceive the mark of goodness and divine Providence in the world that surrounds them and open themselves almost spontaneously to praise and prayer.” (17 July 2005 – Angelus). 

INTERVENTUS SUPER QUAESTIONES
Africa
Kisangani “African nations have the right and the duty to request the cancellation of debts and we must not lose this breakthrough opportunity represented by the Plan put forward by British Premier Blair which aims for a more just economic order” said Archbishop Laurent Monsengwo Pasinya of Kisangani President of the Catholic Bishops’ Conference of Democratic Congo, with regard to one of two items on the agenda for the G8 meeting in Gleneagles Scotland tomorrow July 6. The G8 is due to decide whether to double the amount of aid for poor countries and the 100% cancellation of debts promised for the 18 poorest countries in the world, mostly in Africa. The European Union has promised to bring its aid for development to 0.7% of the Gross National Product by 2015, compared with the present 0.39%, which will mean 20 billion Euro more every year from 2010, in addition to 46 billion already assigned. The plan proposed by Mr Blair aims to bring aid to African countries from G8 countries from 50 to 100 billion dollars a year for the next 10 years.  “This is an imperative which concerns the whole of humanity not only Africa because as the Social Teaching of the Church affirms, social justice is the first condition for building peace” the Archbishop said. “I hope these heads of state and government of the world’s richest nations will heed indications given by both John Paul II and Benedict XVI to relieve the burden of Africa’s debts which in fact have already been paid back”. “Of course debt cancellation must be accompanied by better finance management on the part of African countries and it must not be an opportunity for our political leaders to accumulate riches, they must make sure that the resources obtained are used to build schools, hospitals, roads and everything necessary to promote real development for our peoples” Archbishop Monsengwo Pasinya told Fides.  Yesterday 4 July 53 heads of state and government of African Union member countries met in Sirte in Libya. “With regard to the African Union summit I think African countries must insist on a permanent seat for Africa at the United Nations Security Council. The changed times of today call for a revision of international institutions which must take into account new situations which have arisen in recent decades” the Catholic Archbishop of Kisangani concluded. (L.M.) (Fides Service 5/7/2005 righe 38 parole 483).
Harare (Fides Service)- “Hundreds of thousands of people have no shelter. Children are deprived of education. The lives and security of the homeless are at risk”. This was the opening statement of a report issued by the Commission for Justice and Peace of the Jesuit community in Zimbabwe with regard to the consequences of the ‘restore order’ “Murambatsvina” operation (see Fides 21 June 2005) started by the police in slums in and around the country’s main cities in May. Copies of the report presented on 4 July were given to Anna Kajumulo Tibaijuka secretary general of the United Nations’ special envoy to Zimbabwe and ambassador Bahame Tom Nyanduga of the African Union human rights commission.  “People have a right to work but they are denied it. It is degrading and dehumanising to be forced to be inactive” the document said underscoring that the country’s economy was seriously damaged by the police operation which destroyed the informal economy of street vendors. “A good part of urban homes was destroyed in a country which has a serious housing shortage. The formal economy has been destroyed by corruption, uncontrolled government expenses and unsuccessful land reforms. Now also the informal economy has been eliminated” the report said. The “Murambatsvina” or weaker people are the most affected: “Pregnant mothers with young children, people with AIDS, old people, all forced to sleep in the open with Winter rigid temperatures”.
This has destroyed a “well built social tissue. Families have been separated” the document said. The homeless are making their way to rural areas “but not many have family in rural areas” the report said. “Many are foreign citizens or children of foreigners (from Malawi, Mozambique, etc..). People born in towns lose contact with the rural villages of their parents”. The operation will worsen the situation in rural areas where people are already starving. Why did political leaders decide on this operation?” the report asks. “The general opinion is that the party in power is taking revenge on urban voters who voted for the opposition in recent years”.  The ultimate cause of the operation is “the Constitution which gives the President unlimited and uncontrolled power . There is no separation of power because the executive rules the magistrates and the courts are subject to the government so people who suffer an injustice cannot appeal to a truly independent court. Zimbabwe needs a new form of government and a new constitution if it is to avoid similar disasters in the future ” the report concluded. (L.M.) (Fides Service 6/7/2005 righe 46 parole 472).
Niamey (Fides Service)- “At last international aid is helping to alleviate the suffering of the people of Niger” said Archbishop Michel Christian Cartatéguy of Niamey, capital of Niger battling with a serious food shortage caused by drought and an invasion of locusts (see Fides 28 May 2005)  “Bags of rice are being distributed thanks to funds from the European Union and other donors. The government had promised to buy manioc but found it is not available in markets in neighbouring countries. It will be necessary to wait or find other suppliers” Archbishop Cartatéguy told Fides.“The local Church was the first to warn of the food shortage and to offer emergency aid last year” the Archbishop of Niamey recalled. “In October 2004 I myself warned that the food situation was becoming gradually worse and I called on Caritas Internationalis to help. Since the crisis started in February this year the local Church has provided basic food rations and given assistance to the needy” “Aid from the universal Church has been generous and important” Archbishop Cartatéguy told Fides. “We receive Aid from Caritas Internationalis, from national Caritas of France, Germany and Denmark in collaboration with the government in Copenhagen, as well as from the Italian Bishops’ Conference”. American aid agencies, Catholic Relief Services and USAID have a programme to fund the purchase of seeds for local farmers. “The government of Niger has launched a very successful national campaign to collect to help the affected people. Neighbour countries are also offering aid, in food supplies and money. This is all important but international attention must be kept high because the emergency is not over and many, including many children, are still dying for lack of food” the Archbishop concluded. At the beginning of July the European Commission agreed to assign six million Euro to help people living in the Sahel desert region in Mali and Niger. The money will come from ECHO EU office for humanitarian aid and will go to help about 300,000 people in Niger and 110,000 in Mali. These funds are part of a long-term 2002-2007 plan adopted by Brussels to reduce poverty in these two countries: 392 million Euro for Mali and 332 million for Niger. (L.M.) (Agenzia Fides 6/7/2005 righe 36 parole 444).
Doctrine
Beijing (Fides Service) - The new Compendium of the Catechism of the Catholic Church, made public on June 28 in Rome, has been welcomed by Catholics in mainland China. A priest told Fides the new publication will be of great help in pastoral work and catechesis. He said: “Catholics in Beijing and all over China are very devout and are filled with missionary zeal. Although they are regular mass goers, they pray and receive the sacraments and take part in adoration of the Blessed Sacrament many are lacking in basic knowledge of the faith and if they were questioned about the faith they would find it hard to explain. For example they know this is the Year of the Eucharist and they fill the churches for prayers and adoration of the Blessed Sacrament, but not many fully understand the riches of the Eucharistic Mystery. This makes it difficult for the laity, young people in particular to evangelise. Our young people are well educated and they want to know more about their religion. So this new publication will be a great use to us I am sure and I hope our bishops will arrange for a Chinese translation as soon as possible”. (Agenzia Fides 09/07/2005 Righe: 22 Parole: 232) 

Evangelisation
New Delhi – Education for tribal communities is essential for improving society in India. This is the point of departure for Vishwamndal Sevashram Social Centre in Bombay run by the local Jesuit Fathers which serves tribal communities in the mountainous area of Maharashtra state, west India.

Fr Godfrey D’Lima said these people, mainly Adivasi, live in remote areas difficult to reach. Most of them are subsistence farmers and herdsmen and they still follow centuries old tribal customs with a living standard of mere survival. The communities are cut off from social and cultural events. To educate the children in this region for whom there are no local state schools, the Jesuits have opened education centres which combine tribal needs with a curriculum including basic medical care, farming techniques, irrigation systems,  micro-credit and other subjects useful for daily life.
At the education centres the Jesuits are assisted by volunteers Catholics and non. A special contribution is offered by a community of Canossian sisters who help local women to improve their cultural knowledge, awareness and development.

The idea of the Centre is to promote development by providing formation to improve living standards. This human promotion social work is a path for mission, attention for every human person, proper to the Christian.

(PA) (Agenzia Fides  4/7/2005  righe  33 parole 336)

Vatican City (Fides Service) – During a recent visit to the Congregation for the Evangelisation of Peoples Bishop Frank Nubuasah, SVD, Vicar Apostolic of Francistown (Botswana), told Fides about the present situation in Botswana, a country with an area of 581, 883 sq. km and a population of 1,586,000 (49% traditional beliefs, 50% Christianity including 5% Catholics). The people of the presidential republic are Bantu Sotho-Tswana (90%), Bushmen and others (9%), whites (1%).

“Botswana in general is a tranquil country with a good government and a good economy – the Bishop said – but sad to say it is afflicted by the scourge of Aids which is now a major problem. About 330,000 people are HIV positive but only 22,000 receive treatment. We have 60,000 AIDS orphans and the disease is spreading. In Botswana 99% of the health care is provided by the government and two clinics are run by priests.

The Church in Botswana is young and small. Catholics, only 5% of the population, are assisted by 8 local priests and a number of missionaries. The religious are mainly involved in assisting the sick and the orphans and education for life, prevention of disease in general and anti-retroviral treatment for 46 people. Much is done to open new schools because people want private Catholic schools. 

Botswana has good relations with neighbouring countries Zimbabwe to the east, South Africa to the south, Namibia to the west and north. It hosts some 365,000 refugees including 12,000 people from Zimbabwe in search of work.

Our pastoral work consists first of all in forming basic Church communities to deal with all the realities and we are working at this with the help of everyone, lay people and religious because to be a Christian it is not necessary to be a priest, the important thing is to have faith! Most of the work is done by women. In fact 90% of our catechists, teachers and personnel involved in pastoral care are women.

We are a very young and very small church but we want to grow and become ever more numerous”, the Bishop concluded. (AP) (4/7/2005 Agenzia Fides; Righe:31 Parole:400)

Formation for priests
Shi Jia Zhuang - “I think we and the Church in China are building a relationship of reciprocal trust, understanding and acceptance and ever deeper esteem” said Rev. Robert Daviaud, Superior General of the Prado Institute during a recent visit to mainland China.
Faith Catholic bulletin published in He Bei reported that Rev Daviaud gave a course for seminarians and nuns in He Bei and then led a 7 day retreat at Yun Nan for priests of the provinces of Si Chuan, Chong Qing, Gui Zhou, in south west China. Rev. Daviaud also gave a presentation of the activity of the Prado Institute in China. “For ten years we have offered a humble service of brotherhood, faith and evangelisation. We are invited to national and regional seminaries in Xi An (Shaan Xi), Wu Han (Hu Bei) and He Bei, to help form spiritual directors and advise them on the best way to teach seminarians the faith. In 1997, one of our priests was invited to preside a retreat at a national seminary; in 1998 we contributed to the spiritual formation of a group of 40 priests in Wu Han; our Korean priest Fr Zhu has given a series of courses on the teaching of Vatican II. We come regularly to visit once a year. We also invite Chinese priests and nuns to take part in the annual updating course offered at our seminary in Lyons France”. 
Prado Institute was founded in 1856 in Lyons by Blessed Chevrier. Today it has 1,250 associated diocesan priests who work in 50 different countries mainly in the field of formation and spiritual guidance in seminaries and parishes. (Agenzia Fides 12/07/2005 Righe: 25 Parole: 239)
Kaohsiung (Fides Service) - Cardinal Paul Shan Bishop of Kaohsiung recently presided Mass for the ordination of four priests three of whom were born in Taiwan: one diocesan priest of Kaohsiung diocese, one Jesuit and two Dominicans. Concelebrants included the Dominican superior general, the Dominican provincial superior, the provincial superior of the Chinese Jesuit province and 123 priests from all over Taiwan and from Rome. Over 2,000 people including family and friends of the new priests attended the ordination Mass. It happens that the new Jesuit priest is the younger brother of the Dominican Superior General who came from Rome for his brother’s ordination. In his homily Cardinal Shan shared his experience of 50 years of priesthood with the new priests and encouraged them to become as St Paul says a “new man”: “To be good priests you must serve the people of God with joy - the Cardinal said - and serve the Lord with hands and feet and mind that he may be pleased with you”. (Agenzia Fides 23/07/2005 Righe: 15 Parole: 204)
Terrorism
Manila (Fides Service) - “The bomb blasts in London make us reflect one again on the subject of violence. Although as yet there is no confirmation that these were terrorist attacks, one’s mind immediately returns to the attacks in Madrid. The deaths of innocent people make us ask again “Why Lord?”. I want to say that violence can never carry a message. This is true for the many types of extremism in the world today” said Fr. Elieso Mercado, head of the Justice and Peace Commission of the Oblate Missionaries of Immaculate Mary in the Philippines a country which has experience of terrorist attacks on innocent civilians. “We condemn all forms of violence and attacks on life committed by human wickedness - the missionary told Fides . Although news is still hazy, the mind turns to international terrorism and Al-Qaeda. I wish to say that if this path is confirmed, this strategy is ineffective, unsuccessful, it harms the Arab world, Islam and peace in the world”. “However for our part it is necessary to reflect deeply to reach the roots of this violence”, Fr. Mercado told Fides and he concludes: “We must pray for peace and entrust humanity to God and hope that men, whatever their nationality or religion, will put aside violence and war, and avoid destruction and death”.(PA) (Agenzia Fides 7/7/2005 righe 17 parole 171)
Cairo (Fides Service)- “Although prudence is the case since no one has claimed responsibility for the bomb blasts, I think the present situation in the Middle East is not foreign to what happened this morning in London” Comboni missionary Fr Luciano Verdoscia in Cairo told Fides with regard to terrorists attacks on London this morning 7 July, in which at least 33 people were killed and hundreds injured. “Tension in the Middle East is high due to the violence in Iraq, general economic conditions and the fact that the United States and others are pushing to democratise local regimes” the missionary said. “In this context Muslim fundamentalism strikes with violence to cause fractures and to widen the already deep gulf which separates the secular west from the Muslim east which feels it has an 

alternative social vision to promote”. “To fight terrorism and to heal the divisions which threaten the future of humanity, greater efforts must be made to install dialogue and build reciprocal understanding. Furthermore, nations must work together to stop these terrorists who are using religion as an excuse for violence” Fr Verdoscia said. “As Christians our contribution towards building world peace must be to work with Muslims in initiatives to promote the common good”. (L.M.) (Agenzia Fides 7/7/2005 righe 22 parole 252)
Multan (Fides Service) - “This is a tragedy for humanity. This morning in Multan we prayed for the dead and the injured and their families and I offered mass for them. Christian and Muslims here are still shaker by the events. I immediately contacted local leading Muslims and we met to pray for the victims and the people of Great Britain . They too deplore this violence and said if it bears the mark of Islam it betrays the very essence of this religion”, said Bishop Andrew Francis of Multan in Pakistan an active promoter of dialogue between Christians and Muslims. The Bishop told Fides that when the tragedy happened he was making a pastoral visit in his diocese. Only on returning to Multan did he learn of the deadly attacks carried out in central London. “I am deeply committed to promoting Christian- Muslim dialogue and I sincerely hope these attacks will not have negative repercussions feeding prejudice, diffidence and hatred. In Pakistan we work hard to build inter-religious harmony and social peace and our work is undermined when there is international tension” the Bishop told Fides. “But these cruel crimes only strengthen our resolve to continue along the path of dialogue, as we were taught by our beloved John Paul II who held his hand out to the Muslim world teaching us to look at Muslim believers with respect and hope” the Bishop continued. He then launched an appeal to the Pakistani community in Britain: “We ask you to keep the law of the land, to help build peace, not to foment hatred but rather teach your children the common values of respect for people, the society and the nation in which you live”. “We live in times of great social and religious change in Europe and elsewhere in the world -. Bishop Francis concluded - and as Christians our task is to be as faithful as possible to the Gospel and to work hard to build reconciliation and harmony among peoples. Here in Pakistan we strive for this as best we can”. (PA) (Agenzia Fides 8/7/2005 righe 25 parole 256)
QUAESTIONES
Africa

“Natural law must be respected” three African bishops the President of the Bishops’ Conference of Senegal, the archbishop of Nairobi and the archbishop of Gulu, say with regard to the law on same sex marriage approved by the Spanish parliament 

Rome (Fides Service)- “I learn with sadness and concern that Spain has approved a law to equal same sex unions to marriage” Archbishop John Baptist Odama of Gulu, northern Uganda, told Fides with regard to the law legalising unions of homosexual couples passed yesterday by the Spanish parliament.

“As a Christian and a Bishop it is my duty to say that the human being is complete in the couple formed of a man and a woman. Man and woman united in an act of reciprocal self-giving generate life . The is the plan which God gave humanity” the archbishop said. 

“The law approved in Spain goes against God’s plan. We respect homosexuals but we cannot approve a law which equals their unions to marriage between a man and a woman” said the archbishop of Gulu.

“I hope other countries will not follow Spain. Europe seems to be losing is soul, in the grip of relativism without morals. John Paul II was right and so is his successor Benedict XVI to remind Europeans of their Christian roots” the archbishop concluded.

“It is a shame that a traditionally Christian country which contributed so much towards the Christian civilisation should adopt a law like this” said Archbishop Théodore Adrien Sarr of Dakar, President of the Bishops’ Conference of Senegal. “This law is a step backwards not forwards in human civilisation because it goes against natural law ” he said. “All Africans, irrespective of their religion, are dismayed at this decision because the natural law is deeply rooted in the culture of our continent”. Archbishop Sarr doubts the attitude will be adopted in Africa for the moment but “in future who knows with advancing globalisation and relativism it might penetrate Africa too”.  

The Archbishop of Nairobi, Raphael S. Ndingi Mwana’a Nzeki agrees with those who are against ‘marriage’ of homosexual couples because it goes against “the law of God and fails to respect the real nature of the human person”. (L.M.) (Agenzia Fides 1/7/2005 righe 35 parole 397)

AMERICA/PERU - We are concerned that this attack on the family is happening in Catholic Spain. It is sad and concerning that the government has failed to consider the consequences in Spain and elsewhere, including Latin America, says president of Peruvian Bishops’ Conference
Lima (Fides Service) – In a statement to Fides Bishop Hugo Garaycoa Hawkins of Tacna-Moquegua,  President of the Peruvian Bishops Conference said “the approval of the law to legalise same sex unions in Spain is a decision which poses a serious threat to the institution of the family and therefore to the future of the world”. It is against nature to equal same sex unions to marriage between a man and a woman. In fact “God gave man and woman sexual characteristics which enable them to procreate and form families based on matrimony.” 

On the other hand everyone agrees that homosexual people have their rights and that therefore if they wish to give stability and legality to their inheritance situation there must be laws to protect their union which should be called a “contract” as in France, “but we cannot accept the fact that they want to call their union, a marriage – the Bishop said- because matrimony is a sacrament celebrated between a man and a woman”. 
Bishop Hugo Garaycoa Hawkins continued: “We are concerned that this attack on the family is happening in Catholic Spain. It is sad and concerning that the government has let itself be influenced by populism without considering the consequences of this law in Spain and elsewhere, including Latin America where Spain has considerable impact and from where Latin America received the faith”.


The President of the Bishops’ Conference said he hoped that “King Juan Carlos will not sign this unhappy law because Spanish Catholics expect him to refuse like King Baldwin of Belgium in 1990 who abdicated for a day rather than sign the law legalising abortion”.(RZ) (Agenzia Fides 2/7/2005, righe 23, parole 319)

AMERICA/COLOMBIA - “We denounce an international plot against life and against the family” the President of the Colombian Bishops’ Conference Cardinal Pedro Rubiano Sáenz said as he opened the Bishops’ 79th plenary assembly

Bogota (Fides Service) - Cardinal Pedro Rubiano Sáenz, Archbishop of Bogota and President of the Colombian Bishops’ Conference (CEC), in his address to open the Conference’s 79th plenary assembly taking place in Bogota 4 - 8 July, said “the Bishops’ Conference, faithful to its mission to announce the Gospel of life and profoundly concerned by so many manifestations of violence and death, expresses once again its commitment to call all men and women of goodwill to courageously commit themselves to protecting human life”. In his address the Cardinal called on government, legislators and magistrates to decide for measures to promote a culture of life: “Every attack on life is an attack on justice and a serious offence against God, the Lord of life”. In this perspective Cardinal Rubiano Sáenz said that the Bishops of Colombia intend to “denounce an international plot against life and against the integrity of the family expressed in our country with two requests made by the national Congress to the Supreme Court to legalise abortion and approve the Optional Protocol of the Convention for the elimination of all forms of discrimination against women CEDAW (Committee to eliminate discrimination against women)”. The Cardinal continued: “we grieve to see national sovereignty down-trodden, our cultural values ignored and models which attack the integrity of the family and offend the dignity of human person, the unborn child in particular imposed on our country”.  In this context Cardinal Rubiano Saenz expressed appreciation and gratitude to various groups of lay people for their generous efforts to lead initiatives to oppose legalisation of abortion in Colombia: “It is significant for the country and for the world - he said - the unprecedented number of about 2 million signatures, as well as juridical actions for the benefit of human life”. (RZ) (Agenzia Fides 6/7/2005, righe 25, parole 338)
AFRICA/ZIMBABWE - Tragic consequences of operation “restore order” presented to UN and AU representatives in a report by the Peace and Justice Commission of the Jesuits in Zimbabwe
Harare (Fides Service)- “Hundreds of thousands of people have no shelter. Children are deprived of education. The lives and security of the homeless are at risk”. This was the opening statement of a report issued by the Commission for Justice and Peace of the Jesuit community in Zimbabwe with regard to the consequences of the ‘restore order’ “Murambatsvina” operation (see Fides 21 June 2005) started by the police in slums in and around the country’s main cities in May. Copies of the report presented on 4 July were given to Anna Kajumulo Tibaijuka secretary general of the United Nations’ special envoy to Zimbabwe and ambassador Bahame Tom Nyanduga of the 

African Union human rights commission.  “People have a right to work but they are denied it. It is degrading and dehumanising to be forced to be inactive” the document said underscoring that the country’s economy was seriously damaged by the police operation which destroyed the informal economy of street vendors. “A good part of urban homes was destroyed in a country which has a serious housing shortage. The formal economy has been destroyed by corruption, uncontrolled government expenses and unsuccessful land reforms. Now also the informal economy has been eliminated” the report said. The “Murambatsvina” or weaker people are the most affected: “Pregnant mothers with young children, people with AIDS, old people, all forced to sleep in the open with Winter rigid temperatures”. This has destroyed a “well built social tissue. Families have been separated” the document said. The homeless are making their way to rural areas “but not many have family in rural areas” the report said. “Many are foreign citizens or children of foreigners (from Malawi, Mozambique, etc..). People born in towns lose contact with the rural villages of their parents”. The operation will worsen the situation in rural areas where people are already starving. Why did political leaders decide on this operation?” the report asks. “The general opinion is that the party in power is taking revenge on urban voters who voted for the opposition in recent years”.  The ultimate cause of the operation is “the Constitution which gives the President unlimited and uncontrolled power . There is no separation of power because the executive rules the magistrates and the courts are subject to the government so people who suffer an injustice cannot appeal to a truly independent court. Zimbabwe needs a new form of government and a new constitution if it is to avoid similar disasters in the future ” the report concluded. (L.M.) (Agenzia Fides 6/7/2005 righe 46 parole 472)
VATICAN - “The Eucharist: source and summit of the life and mission of the Church” Working paper for 11th Ordinary Assembly of the Synod of Bishops in October presented today

Vatican City (Fides Service) - Today at the Holy See Press Office the Instrumentum laboris for the 11th General Assembly of the Synod of Bishops to be held in the Vatican 2-23 October next, on the theme ‘The Eucharist source and summit of the life and mission of the Church’ was presented to the public. Archbishop Nikola Eterović, Secretary General of the Synod of Bishops illustrated preparations for a general assembly of the Bishops of the world underlining the collegial method of the synod’s work.  The Lineamenta for this upcoming assembly published in seven languages at the end of 2004 “were warmly received- the Secretary General said - as can be seen by the responses received in our office… consistent correspondence demonstrated the great interest for the theme chosen and considerable expectation with regard to the results of this 11th general assembly. Ample discussion of the theme in various local Churches produced responses which offered a panorama of opinions on liturgical celebrations and the influence of the Sacrament of the Eucharist, immense mystery and God’s gift to his Church on personal, family and social life.”  The Archbishop then illustrated some changes in the synod’s work methods encouraged by the late Pope John Paul II and endorsed by his Successor Benedict XVI. The synod will last for three weeks instead of four, so as not to keep the Bishops away from their dioceses for too long . The number of participants remains the same about 250. The Holy Father- in respect for continuity and synodal positive experience - made a few changes in the arrangement of the assembly “to make the work more concentrated and foster deeper collegiality”, Synod fathers may speak for no longer than 6 minutes instead of the previous 8 minutes, to shorten the assembly and allow time for free interventions during the last from 6pm to 7pm at the end of the daily general congregation. “This will improve the synod’s method and allow members to request and receive more information from synod fathers who have already spoken to the assembly with regard to situations in local Churches. This procedure should also foster more exchange of opinions and experience on matters of importance connected with the mystery of the Eucharist, source and summit of the life and mission of the Church.” To facilitate discussion Synod fathers will be asked to follow a theme order in their interventions following the structure of the Instrumentum laboris. The length of the sessions of the 12 minor groups which elaborate proposals has also been reduced. “In this regard - said Archbishop. Eterović - the Synod Fathers will be asked to formulate proposals which are brief and concise and which focus only on one theme”. At the upcoming general assembly of the Synod will be attended by a group of men and women Auditors; and a group of Experts and Fraternal Delegates representing other Church and ecclesial communities whose number will be doubled from 6 to 12. The Assembly will also benefit from technologically more advanced systems of illumination, voting etc.  The celebration of the XI general assembly of the Synod of Bishops coincides with the 40th anniversary of the institution of the Synod of Bishops. The important event will be celebrated with a special session with two interventions, one theological and the other juridical, on the nature of the Synod of Bishops, followed by 7 reports on the 8 Special Synods held in recent years.  Then it was the turn of the under-secretary of the Synod of Bishops, Bishop Fortunato Frezza, who illustrated the Instrumentum laboris, with the theme as its title: “The Eucharist source and summit of the life and mission of the Church”. The material is presented in four parts, set between a preface and an introduction and a conclusion. “Inserted initially in the river-bed of traditional doctrine and also present day Magisterium it is recalled that that the theme of the Eucharistic mystery was exalted by the proclamation of the Year of the Eucharist which will culminate precisely with the celebration of the Synod - said Bishop Frezza -. In the four parts the Eucharist is contemplated in four original ambits: the world, the Church, the life of the Church, the mission of the Church. To crown what is written it underlines the transforming power of the Eucharist and the intercession of the saints among whom the Mother of God is resplendent.”  On the theme of the Church’s mission in relation to the Eucharist, Bishop Frezza said: “The sending of missionaries to evangelise all peoples entrusted by Jesus to the disciples founded on baptism the sacrament which opens the way to new life marked by the indelible character of children of God, includes the formation of consciences to a Gospel style of life centred on the proclamation of the Good News and the new commandment of love of which the Eucharist is the summit and inexhaustible source. This is why the missionary mandate to evangelise brings with it profound social implications of the charity of proclamation and solidarity. The soul of this ecclesial charity is the Eucharistic Body of the Lord which makes the Church and unites the earthly people with the heavenly Church of the saints. In the liturgy, her action among peoples, the Church has always exercised a special mission, that of accessibility of liturgical forms for disciples of the innumerable human cultures. Lastly, a typical attitude of mission is the search for peace carried through the celebration of the Eucharist, sign of unity, bond of love, voice of forgiveness and also persistent call for unity among all the disciples of the Lord.” (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 7/7/2005, righe 66, parole 924)
VATICAN - unite forces to inform, educate and act:1st International Meeting for Pastoral Care and Liberation of Street Women issues final statement

Vatican City (Fides Service) - Include questions concerning sexual exploitation, trafficking and smuggling of human persons among matters discussed during Bishops’ ad limina visits; promote in schools and parishes programmes of education in sexuality, reciprocal respect and healthy inter-personal relations in the light of the Word of God and the moral teaching of the Church; reinforce the network of the realities involved in pastoral care in this field: these are some of the recommendations listed in the final document issued at the end of the 1st International Meeting for Pastoral Care and Liberation of Street Women organised by the Pontifical Council for the Pastoral Care of Migrants and Itinerant Peoples held in the Vatican 20 and 21 June. The Document recalls that the question of sexual abuse of women and minors concerns the whole of society not only the women involved; that it is necessary to focus attention on the “client” as an element of the “consumer” system at the root of the sex trade and that society has the duty to offer alternative resources to support people who want to “abandon the street”. The document, which is a summary of two days of intense work, underscores that “prostitution is a form of modern slavery” and it is increasing. Many street women prostitutes in the 1st world, come from the 2nd, 3rd and 4th world. In Europe and elsewhere many are victims of trafficking from other countries to meet the growing demand of “consumers”. The International Labour Organisation (ILO) estimates that at present 12.3 million people are enslaved in forced labour and that of these about 2.4 million are victims of human trafficking, a phenomenon which brings the organisers and annual income - it is said - of ten billion US dollars. The meeting also outlined the figure of the “victim” of this trade: a human person who in many cases cries for help because selling her body on the street is not something she has chosen to do. She desires human relationships, love, security, affirmation, a better future for herself and her family. She wants to escape poverty and the lack of opportunities to succeed and to build a future for herself. “Clients” also have deeply rooted problems and in a sense they too are slaves. Most are over 40 but a growing number of young men aged 16 to 24 are involved. Analysis shows that more and more men look for a prostitute to experience total dominion and control over the woman more than sexual pleasure. This means “clients” must receive more than just social condemnation and lawful punishment, they also need help to solve their deep lying difficulties.  The task of the Church in this sensitive context is to promote the dignity of people exploited through prostitution, foster their liberation also offering economic support, education and formation. The Church must also denounce injustices and violence against street women in every place and every circumstance, calling for respect for human dignity and an end to sexual abuse. It is necessary to increase solidarity in the Church and among religious congregations, lay movements, institutions and associations to give more “visibility” and attention to pastoral care for women who are being exploited. There is also a need of programmes to form pastoral workers and to develop competence and strategies to fight prostitution and human trafficking. The document includes a series of suggestions with regard to the activity of the Church, Bishops’ Conferences, religious Institutes and the questions of education, services and relations with the people involved. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 11/7/2005, righe 45, parole 660)
EUROPE/GERMANY - 2004 Aid to the Church in Need funds almost 6000 pastoral projects all over the world: "The first task of the Church is to spread the Word of God" says outgoing secretary general who worked with ACN Founder for over 40 years

Königstein (Agenzia Fides) - In 2004 Aid to the Church in Need (ACN) supported 5,900 pastoral projects in 137 countries according to a 2004 report sent to Fides. Donations sent to the International head offices in Königstein (Germany) from national offices amounted to 66.2 million Euro with France, Germany and Gt. Britain in the first three places and also more generous offerings this year from Chile, Ireland and Australia.  After the presentation of the report, retiring Antonia Willemsen, who worked with the founder Fr Werenfried as secretary general since 1960 said goodbye. She was replaced on June 1 by Dr. Norbert Neuhaus. Antonia Willemsen underlined the importance of support for the formation of priests, building of churches, supplying catechetical material and supporting the apostolate in the media and she said “it is much easier to collect money for social works” and many organisations do this “but the first task of the Church is to spread the Word of God”.  In eastern Europe in 2004 ACN donated 4.6 million Euro for the Church in Ukraine and 3.3 million Euro to fund Catholic Church activities in Russia. Aid also went to the Church in Croatia and the Church in Bosnia-Herzegovina. In Africa, aid went to Sudan and Democratic Congo, Angola and Ethiopia where church structures destroyed in war must be rebuilt. In Latin America projects in Cuba and Haiti were given a priority, in Asia ACN helps mainly China, Myanmar and Vietnam. In terms of the kind of projects supported, the largest share (27%) went to construction projects. This was followed by 17% in support of the theological training and further studies of priests, religious and lay Church personnel. Mass stipends for the support of needy priests accounted for 14.7% of the total, while the promotion of media projects amounted to17.3%. ACN gave 13.2% for religious and spiritual literature and 4.7% for vehicles in the service of pastoral work. Support for religious sisters came to 3.8% of the total given. (RG) (Agenzia Fides 13/7/2005, righe 27, parole 382)
VATICAN - Cardinal Crescenzio Sepe, Prefect of the Congregation for the Evangelisation of Peoples remembers Bishop Locati and his “diligent and tireless missionary activity”

Vatican City (Fides Service) - In a telegramme addressed to the Archbishop Enrico Masseroni of Vercelli after the tragic assassination of Bishop Luigi Locati Vicar Apostolic of Isiolo in Kenya, originally from Vercelli, Cardinal Crescenzio Sepe, Prefect of the Congregation for the Evangelisation of Peoples said “I thank God for the life witness of this generous and zealous Bishop to whom the universal Church and Propaganda Fide in particular owe a debt of gratitude for his diligent and tireless missionary activity”. On behalf of the entire congregation Cardinal Sepe expressed sympathy to the Church in Vercelli and to the late Bishop’s family for “the tragic murder of this worthy son of the Archdiocese of Vercelli”.  Together with the Secretary of the Congregation Archbishop Robert Sarah, Cardinal Sepe addressed another telegramme of condolence to the papal nuncio in Kenya Archbishop Paul Lebeaupin assuring his prayers at this sad time and asking the Nuncio to convey his “sincere condolences to the priests, religious and faithful of the Vicariate apostolic of Isiolo for the loss of this zealous Shepherd”. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 18/7/2005; righe 15, parole 182)
VATICAN - Released today official programme of Pope Benedict XVI’s apostolic journey to Germany for the 20th World Youth Day

Vatican City (Fides Service) - The programme of Pope Benedict XVI’s four day apostolic journey 18 to 21 August, to Cologne in Germany for the 20th World Youth Day was released today at the Holy See press office. The Pope will depart from Rome’s Ciampino airport at 10am on Thursday 18 August and arrive at Köln/Bonn airport at 12 noon. After the welcome ceremony at the airport the Pope will go to the residence of the Archbishop of Köln where he will stay during the visit. In the afternoon the Holy Father will join young people aboard a Rhine ferry for a Welcome Celebration as they sail down the River to a dock near Cologne cathedral. Here the Pope will alight to visit Cologne cathedral and then return by car to the Archbishop’s residence.  On Friday 19 August the Pope will make courtesy call on the President of Germany Horst Koehler and then visit Cologne Synagogue where he will address the Jewish community. He will then return to the Archbishop’s residence for lunch with a group of young people. The afternoon programme will include a meeting with seminarians at St. Pantaleon church in Köln and an ecumenical Meeting at the Archbishop’s residence.
On Saturday 20 August the Pope will receive civil and political authorities in the morning and representatives of various Muslim communities in the afternoon. In the evening at 8.30pm he will preside the World Youth Day Vigil at Marienfeld ground.  On Sunday 21 August the Pope will return to the Marienfeld ground to preside 20th World Youth Day Mass in the presence of thousands of young people from all over the world. At the end of the Mass the Pope will lead the midday Angelus prayer. In the afternoon after a meeting with the Bishops of Germany the Holy Father will greet the WYD organising Committee and depart for Rome from Köln/Bonn airport at 7.30 for Ciampino (Rome). (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 20/7/2005, righe 21, parole 289)
EUROPE/SPAIN - “They seem to want to impose the principle that any personal life style may be made a public institution” Benigno Blanco told Fides after Canada approves same sex “marriage”

Madrid (Fides Service) - “What is happening in many parts of the world is a syndrome of our day as absolute relativism establishes its reign in more and more consciences in the West and people no longer know the truth of things or even of their own human nature”, said Benigno Blanco, Vice president of the Spanish Family Forum in a conversation with Fides with regard to a law approved in Canada to legalise “marriage” between people of the same sex. “They seen to want to impose the principle that any personal life style made be made into a public institution and that life is a great supermarket of customs where you choose the fashion you find most pleasing”.  “Nevertheless despite all these different fashions of the day divorce, abortion, manipulation of human embryos, euthanasia and now same sex “marriage” - said Benigno Blanco - the reality of family remains an immense presence. People still want traditional marriage, they still want to be faithful to this institution, they still want to raise children in a normal family. This is what the great majority of the men and women want from life, not these experiments launched by the political world. I think that at the moment we must insist on the fact that reality is healthier than the law and we must make this reality visible much more visible that the pathologies for which laws are being passed today ". For the vice president of the Spanish Family Forum "this is the way to put an end to these foolish and dangerous experiments on the family". In conclusion Blanco said: “All during the 20th century with many different ideologies it was announced that the family was dead but the family is alive and well. It is now once again under attack but the family will survive always." (RG) (Agenzia Fides 21/7/2005, righe 21, parole 313)
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