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AGENZIA DELLA CONGREGAZIONE PER L'EVANGELIZZAZIONE DEIPOPOLI




FIDES News Service –  30 September 2007

FIDES SPECIAL FEATURE

Instrumentum mensis Septembri 

pro lectura Magisterii Summi Pontifici Benedicti XVI pro evangelizatione in terris missionum
Annus III – Numerus IX, September A.D. MMVII

At the beginning of the month of September the Holy Father Pope Benedict XVI went to Loreto for the closing event of the first year of the Agorà for young Italian Catholics. In the evening of 1 September during the Vigil, he replied to questions posed by a few young people and on Sunday 2 September he presided a solemn concelebration of the Eucharist on the Montorso plain. A few days later Benedict XVI travelled to  Austria for his 7th International pastoral visit during which he went on pilgrimage to the Marian Shrine of Mariazell, to celebrate the 850th  anniversary of its foundation. The Holy Father said the place was the "maternal heart" of  Austria, in fact the Shrine of the Mother of God is “a symbol of an opening which goes beyond geographical and national borders, in the person of Mary it reminds us of the essential dimension of the human person: the capacity to open to the Word of God and its truth”. On Sunday 9 September after Mass and the recitation of the midday Angelus in front of St Stephen's Cathedral in Vienna, the Holy Father Pope Benedict XVI addressed children participating in initiatives of the Pontifical Holy Childhood Society  and he handed them a Letter in which he expressed appreciation for their efforts: “I see you as young collaborators with the service the Pope renders the Church and the world: you sustain me with your prayers and also with the efforts to spread the Gospel.” During his visit to Austria Benedict XVI visited the Cistercian Abbey of Heiligenkreuz, where he venerated the relics of the Holy Cross and addressed the Community of monks, and teachers and students of the Theology Faculty: “ On my pilgrimage to the Magna Mater Austriae, - the Pope said - I am pleased to visit this Abbey of Heiligenkreuz, which is not only an important stop on the Via Sacra leading to Mariazell, but the oldest continuously active Cistercian monastery in the world. I wished to come to this place so rich in history in order to draw attention to the fundamental directive of Saint Benedict, according to whose Rule Cistercians also live. Quite simply, Benedict insisted that "nothing be put before the divine Office". For this reason, in a monastery of Benedictine spirit, the praise of God, which the monks sing as a solemn choral prayer, always has priority. Monks are certainly – thank God! – not the only people who pray; others also pray: children, the young and the old, men and women, the married and the single – all Christians pray, or at least, they should!”.

In September the Holy Father flew from Castel Gandolfo by helicopter to Rome to give his general weekly audience Wednesday, during which he continued his catechesis dedicated to the Church Fathers, presenting John Chrysostom and Gregory of Nyssa, and dedicating one Audience to reporting on his apostolic visit to Austria. 

(
SYNTHESIS INTERVENTUUM

1 September 2007 – Benedict XVI a Loreto - Prayer vigil with young Italians at the Agorà

2 September 2007 – Benedict XVI a Loreto - Homily during Mass followed by Angelus

5 September 2007 – General Audience
5 September 2007 – Message to Prior General of the Order of the Brothers of B. V. M. of Carmel
5 September 2007 – Message to 3rd European Ecumenical Assembly – Sibiu (Romania)
6 September 2007 – Address to Bishops of Laos and Cambodia in ad limina visit
6 September 2007 – Audience to participants at 12th Congress of International Commission for Prison Pastoral Care 

7 September 2007 – Benedict XVI in Austria – Homily at Mass at the Mariensäule
7 September 2007 – Benedict XVI in Austria - Visit to the President of Austria
8 September 2007 – Benedict XVI in Austria - Homily at Mass in Mariazell

8 September 2007 – Benedict XVI in Austria - Homily at Vespers in Mariazell

9 September 2007 – Benedict XVI in Austria - Homily at Stephen's Cathedral Vienna and Angelus

9 September 2007 – Benedict XVI in Austria - Letter to children taking part in Holy Childhood initiatives 
9 September 2007 – Benedict XVI in Austria - Address at Heiligenkreuz Abbey

9 September 2007 – Benedict XVI in Austria - Address the Volunteer Associations 

12 September 2007 – General Audience
15 September 2007 – Audience Poor Clare nuns "Immacolata Concezione" convent in Albano Laziale
16 September 2007 – Angelus
17 September 2007 – Message for  10th Catholic and Orthodox Inter-Christian Symposium
17 September 2007 – Audience with officials and co-workers at the Pontifical Council for Justice and Peace on the 5th anniversary of the death of Cardinal François-Xavier Nguyên Van Thuân
19 September 2007 – General Audience
20 September 2007 – Audience with the Catholic Bishops of  Benin on their visit ad limina 
22 September 2007 – Audience to participants at Meeting for recently appointed Bishops 

23 September 2007 – Homily at Mass celebrated at Velletri

23 September 2007 – Angelus

26 September 2007 – General Audience

29 September 2007 –Papal Mass with Ordination of new Bishops 

30 September 2007 - Angelus
(
VERBA PONTIFICIS
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( QUESTIONES

Mission - EUROPE/AUSTRIA - “Just one moment with Missio …look at Cristo, open your hearts and give love ”: Pontifical Mission Societies Austria ready to greet Pope Benedict XVI and take the opportunity of the Papal Visit to promote a programme to help former child soldiers in Uganda to return to a normal life

Mission - IACM Missiological Conference and Third Plenary Assembly: Indian Divine Word Missionary Fr Lazarus Stanislaus Thanizraj elected new President

Mission - Pontifical Missionary Union publishes Acts of the International Congress organised earlier in the year to mark 50th anniversary of Pius XII Encyclical Fidei donum

Mission - Presentation of CAM 3Working Paper: “ May the Third American Mission Congress encourage a process of reflection and missionary analysis all over the continent as a response to this epoch of change

Mission - “Church in Peru, the hour of mission has come” is the slogan of Peru's 2nd National Mission Congress Missionario; 2nd National Mission Exhibition, will offer concrete testimony of local Church's missionary activity

Martyrdom - September commemoration of Martyrs: local Church initiatives

Youth - "That all may be one" (Jn 17,21) theme of 1st Korean Youth Day

Youth - World Youth Day 2008 preparations full steam ahead: meeting with representatives of the Australian Muslim community, recruitment of volunteers, catechesis session programme

Youth - PMS Youth without Frontiers not indifferent to plight of earthquake victims; groups of priests provide spiritual assistance until situation is back to normal

Children - Bambino Gesù Children's Hospital in Rome new clinic-surgery department in Cambodia has already treated 2,400 children

Children -  Italian Franciscan Friar restores a smile and dignity to street children, abandoned children and orphans in Talgar

Children - International Symposium on Child Abuse to mark centenary of don Calabria Society

Children - Catholic Foundation helps destitute parents face expenses of baptism parties and schooling to guarantee children a more dignified life

Ecumenism - 3rd European Ecumenical Assembly: Sibiu Europe's ecumenical capital from 4 to 9 September

Interreligious Dialogue - A sign of hope in the travailed island of Jolo, scene of conflict and massive military operations: Silsilah Centre for Muslim-Christian harmony
Interreligious Dialogue - La Salle University in Manila and Interreligious Dialogue:  2008 National Conference on Interreligious Dialogue
Mother Teresa - National Director of the Pontifical Mission Societies Austria, former confessor of Mother Teresa of Calcutta speaks of the holy woman in a series of daily radio programmes: “to everyone she met she gave the same attention, care, respect and love”
Mother Teresa - Celebrations to commemorate Mother Teresa di Calcutta on the 10th anniversary of her death

Life - The local Catholic Church issues a book on subject of defending human life

Life - “No attempt to protect the victims, only efforts to use these as ‘cases' to impose abortion as a solution ”: say Catholic Lawyers and Family Pastoral commission 

Life - Bishops appeal to the whole country to “defend national sovereignty and reject pressure from international organisations to de-penalise abortion"
Life - Indignation over another case of 'legal' abortion: "abortionist  totalitarianism like the spectre of Herod poses a sinister threat to Argentina" says Archbishop of La Plata

Family -  “The Family and the Future of Humanity”: Family Congress 12 - 15 September

Family - Archdiocese of Lima inaugurates Family Institute to promote understanding and diffusion of Catholic Church teaching on Marriage and the Family
Family - Associations promoters of conscience objection present list of practical criteria for parents who do not wish their children to attend lessons in Education to Citizenship

Family - Why protect marriage, cradle of life: Catholic Bishops issue booklet on why the Church says “no” to divorce, ever more frequent in Australia
Family -   Pro life and family movements create national coordination network with institutions and individuals active in this field  
Family - Family Policy Institute urges Europe's political leaders to stop talking and take action to support families and to make the family a priority issue in their respective countries

Blessed Virgin Mary - “Pilgrimages and Shrines, paths of peace, places of mercy: 5th European Congress for Pastoral Care of Pilgrimages and Shrines opens in Lourdes on the eve of Jubilee Year to mark the 150th anniversary of the Apparitions of the Blessed Virgin Mary

Blessed Virgin Mary - Marian Dimension of Pastoral Care Symposium in context of new pastoral challenges, the bi-centenary of Chile's independence and the 5th General Conference in Aparecida

Media - The social communicator profession and its challenges in Latin America 

Media - Multimedia Evangelisation: Tej-Prasarini Salesian Communications Centre in Mumbai, most useful for the Church in India ever more present in the new media

Media  - 10th Continental Meeting of RIIAL, the Latin American Church's computer network, concludes with commitment to create new forms of presence and new services in the light of the Great Continental Mission

Media - Newsroom 68H, first radio station in Indonesian Papua

Emigration - Migrant's Day "Emigrants are not tourists or holiday makers, they are persons who are desperate…”: the Church and families must be more welcoming

Human trafficking - Catholic Bishops say every effort must be made to end human trafficking “ a horrific crime against the basic dignity and rights of the human person”

( SUPER QUESTIONES 

VATICAN - Final statement of the 22nd International Congress of the Apostleship of the Sea
ASIA/CAMBODIA - The local Catholic Church in Cambodia strives to live and implement the spirit of Vatican II in order to contribute to the country's moral growth.

Interview with Bishop Emile Destombes, Vicar Apostolic of Phnom Penh, Cambodia and president of the Catholic Bishops' Conference of Laos and Cambodia CELAC

VATICAN  - THE WORDS OF DOCTRINE - Explain the Catechism: An urgent priority for bishops and priests 

Rev. Nicola Bux and Rev. Salvatore Vitiello
ASIA/INDONESIA - “Flores, happy island of Muslim-Christian harmony among families, in schools and in society”: testimony from Sr Daniela Martinello, 13 years on mission in Indonesia

VATICAN - Made public today response from the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith to certain questions raised by the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops concerning artificial nutrition and hydration
VATICAN - WORDS OF DOCTRINE -The Church is by nature missionary  Rev Nicola Bux and Rev Salvatore Vitiello 

Africa/Benin - “The family is at the centre of our pastoral work and we focus especially on Holy Childhood ” the president of the Catholic Bishops' Conference of Benin, in Rome for the ad limina visit speaks with Fides

VATICAN - Message for the end of the month of Ramadan – “Christians and Muslims: called to promote a culture of peace"
SYNTHESIS INTERVENTUUM

1 September 2007 – Benedict XVI a Loreto - Prayer vigil with young Italians at the Agorà

VATICAN - The Pope presides Prayer Vigil with young Italians at Montorso esplanade: “Each of you, if you are united with Christ, can to great things. Do not be afraid to dream and to make great plans for doing good. Do not be discouraged by the difficulties” – He thanks “all who spend their lives for Christ on the frontiers of evangelisation ”
Loreto (Agenzia Fides) – In the afternoon of Saturday 1 September, the Holy Father, Pope Benedict XVI flew by helicopter to Loreto for a national Meeting of the first year of an Agorà for Italian Catholic Youth  (see Dossier Fides 30/8/2007). In the esplanade of Montorso, adjacent to the Shrine of the Holy House, the Pope presided a Prayer Vigil during which some of the young people bore testimony and conversed with the Pope posing questions to which he replied individually. Benedict XVI said: “Dear young people, the hope of the Church in Italy! I am happy to meet you here in this unique place, on this special evening filled with prayer, song, silence, hope and deep emotions”.


“Whatever motive led you here– the Pope said -, I can assure you, even though it takes courage, that we have been gathered by the Holy Spirit. This is quite true: you have been led here by the Spirit; you have come with your doubts and your certainties, your joys and your anxieties. Now we must all, you too must open our hearts and offer everything to Jesus. Tell him:… Lord Jesus, this evening I want to speak to you with the attitude and confident trust of the young woman who more than two thousand years ago said 'yes' to the Father who chose her to be your Mother”. 

Benedict XVI referred to Loreto, in those circumstances, as “the spiritual capital for young people, the centre where the multitudes of young people living on the five continents of the world ideally converge ”. “We feel encircled by the expectations and hopes of millions of young people all over the world … I wish everyone to hear these words: the Pope is close to you, he shares your joys and your conerns, he shares above all the hopes which lie deep in your hears and for each one of your he asks to Lord to grant a life which is full and happy, filled with meaning, a real life”.


With regard to young people's concerns and anxieties with regard to the future, the Pope said: “Do not be afraid, Christ is the answer to the deepest longing of your heart!... Each of you, if you are united with Christ, can do great things. So, my dear friends, do not be afraid to dream, to make great plans for doing good, and do not be discouraged by difficulties. Christ has confidence in you and wishes you to achieve your noble and lofty dreams of authentic happiness. Nothing is impossible for those who trust God and who entrust themselves to God”. 


The Holy Father then urged the young people to contemplate Mary who is familiar with  young people's “profoundly noble aspirations” their deep desire for love, their need to love and to be loved: “Look at her, imitating her, you will discover the beauty of love, not a ‘throwaway', passing or hollow love, a slave of a selfish and materialist mentality, instead a love which is true and profound… For many this is found in the decision to marry and form a family where love between man and wife is lived with faithfulness as a reciprocal gift, a definitive gift, sealed by an "I will" pronounced before God on the wedding day, an "I will" for life.” 


Benedict XVI said he was aware that today this dream “is ever more difficult to achieve” many families “break up”. To all who find themselves in such difficult and complex situations the Holy Father said: “the Mother of God, the Community of the faithful, the Pope, are with you and they pray that the crisis of the family in our day does not become irreversible. May Christian families with the power of God's grace remain faithful to that solemn commitment of love made with joy in front of the priest and the Christian community on the solemn day of the wedding”.


Fear of failure can be contagious, but the Pope said “nothing is impossible for those who trust in God. This is true for those destined for the married life, and even more for those whom the Lord calls to a life of total detachment from earthly goods to be totally devoted to his Kingdom”. The Pope mentioned the missionaries: “Some of you are on the path towards the priesthood, the consecrated life; some aspire to be missionaries, aware of the many great risks involved. I am thinking of the priests, religious and lay missionaries who fell in the trenches of love at the service of the Gospel. We could learn much in this regard from Fr Giancarlo Bossi, for whom we prayed during the time he was a hostage in the Philippines, and today we rejoice that he is here with us. In him I would greet and thank those who spend their lives from Christ on the frontiers of evangelisation. Dear young people, if the Lord calls you to serve him more closely, respond with generosity. Rest assured: a life dedicated to God is never spent in vain.”


At the end of the Prayer Vigil the Pope went to the Apostolic House in Loreto. After dinner he went down into the Church where he blessed the community of Capuchin Friars and the nuns of the enclosed order. At the shrine of the Holy House he prayed and then through a live TV link with Montorso esplanade he joined the young people who were beginning a night vigil with the prayer the Pope composed for the Agora. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 3/9/2007; righe 62, parole 932)

2 September 2007 – Benedict XVI a Loreto - Homily during Mass followed by Angelus

VATICAN - Pope Benedict says to young Italians at Loreto Agorà: “Let yourselves be involved in the new life which springs from the encounter with Christ and you will be apostles of His peace in your families, among your friends, in your ecclesial communities and in the different environments in which you live and work”

Loreto (Agenzia Fides) – “ Even today God continues to seek young hearts, He seeks young people with great hearts who are capable of making space for Him in their lives in order to become protagonists of the New Covenant… Jesus has a special love for young people … he respects their freedom, but never tires of proposing to them lofty ideals for life: the newness of the Gospel and the beauty of holy behaviour”. This was part of the homily given by Pope Benedict XVI during a solemn concelebration of Mass which he presided on Sunday 2 September in the esplanade of Montorso, close to the Shrine of Loreto, where about 500,000 young Italians had gathered for the Youth Agorà (see Dossier Fides 30/8/2007).


“Following the example of her Lord – the Pope said in his homily - the Church shows the same concern. This is why, dear young people, she looks at you with great affection, and is close to you in times of joy and festivity and in times of trial and bewilderment; she sustains you with the gifts of sacramental grace, and accompanies you as you discern your vocation. Dear young people let yourselves be involved in the new life which springs from the encounter with Christ and you will be apostles of His peace in your families, among your friends, in your ecclesial communities and in the different environments in which you live and work”.



Dwelling on the subject of humility, proposed by the Sunday readings the Pope said: “our thoughts go naturally to the Holy House of Nazareth, the shrine of humility: the humility of God who took on human flesh, who became a little child, and the humility of Mary who welcomed Him into her womb; the humility of the Creator and the humility of the creature. From this encounter of humility Jesus, Son of God and Son of man was born”. Today, he continued, "the humble are seen as resigned and defeated people who have nothing to say to the world. Yet the truth is that humility is the best way, and not only because it is a great human virtue but also, and primarily, because it is God's own way of acting.”. 


The Holy Father launched a message to all young people "who wish to followChrist and to be part of His Church. ... Do not follow the path of pride but that of humility. Swim against the tide. Do not listen to biased and persuasive voices advocating lifestyles based on arrogance and violence, on self-importance and success at all costs, on appearance and possession to the detriment of being… "Be vigilant and critical" towards the messages that reach you via thecommunications media, warned the Holy Father. "Do not be afraid to give preference to the 'alternative' paths indicated by real love: a life of sobriety and solidarity; pure and sincere emotional relationships; honest commitment in study and work; profound concern for the common good. Do not be afraid to seem different or to be criticised for ... being out of fashion. Your peers, ... and especially those who seem furthest from the mentality and values of the Gospel, have a profound need to see someone who dares to live in accordance with the fullness of humanity as manifested by Jesus Christ.”



The Pope urged the young people to “have the courage to be humble”, following Christ and Mary, and the example of many saints who show how to face the challenges encountered by young people today, “ In this context, he indicated that the main challenge that young people must face is that of "following Christ to the full, without reserve or compromise. And following Christ means feeling oneself to be a living part of His body, which is the Church. .... Following Christ also involves a constant struggle to make one's own contribution to building a more just and united society, in which everyone can enjoy the goods of the earth” Pope Benedict XVI  said towards the end of his homily  stressing the urgent need to protect creation: “ to the young generations is entrusted the future of the planet, in which there are evident signs of development which has not always safeguarded the delicate balance of nature. Before it is too late, courageous choices must be made aimed at recreating a powerful bond between man and the earth. What is needed is a decided 'yes' to safeguarding creation and a deep commitment to invert tendencies that risk leading to conditions of irreversible degradation.”. 


The Holy Father concluded his homily assuring the young people of his closeness, “prayers and affection” in this three year journey of the Agorà, and he invited them to take part in the second lap, World Youth Day next year in Sydney, entrusting them to Mary, model of humility and courage Maria, urging them to be “tireless and joyous missionaries of the Gospel among young people in every corner of Italy”,

At the end of Mass the Pope introduced the Angelus prayer with a call to turn with “mind and heart to the Shrine of the Holy House, those walls which according to tradition come from Nazareth, the place where Our Lady said "yes" to God and conceived in her womb the eternal Word.” He then underlined the bond between the square and the house: “ a mutual bond between the piazza [the Agora] and the house [the Holy House of Loreto]. The piazza is large and open, it
is a place for meeting others, for dialogue. ... The house, on the other hand, is a place for meditation and for interior silence where the Word can be absorbed profoundly. In order to take God into the piazza it is necessary first to have absorbed Him in the house, just as Mary did at the Annunciation. And, vice versa, the house is open onto the piazza”. He ended by asking the young people to go, at least “in heart”, to the Holy House of  Loreto at the important moments of life: “pray to Mary that she may obtain for you the light and the power of the Holy Spirit so you may respond fully and generously to the voice of God. Then you will become his witness in the "piazza", in society, bearers of a Gospel which is not abstract, but is incarnated in your lives.” (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 3/9/2007; righe 68, parole 1.033)

5 September 2007 – General Audience
VATICAN - “We must not only speak of God, we must carry God in our hearts”: during his general audience Pope Benedict XVI highlights the validity of the teaching of Saint Gregory of Nyssa, recalls Blessed Teresa of Calcutta and underlines the importance of commitment to protect creation 

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) – On Wednesday 5 September Pope Benedict XVI flew by helicopter from Castel Gandolfo to the Vatican to give his general audience to several thousands of visitors gathered in St Peter's Square. In his catechesis he illustrated certain aspects of the teaching of Saint Gregory of Nyssa, of whom he had spoken last Wednesday. “First of all Gregory of Nyssa demonstrates an elevated conception of the dignity of the human person – the Pope said -. Man's destiny, for the holy Bishop, is to grow in likeness to God.... through love, knowledge and the practice of virtues".

However, "the perfection that makes us participants in God's own sanctity is not something granted once and forever," the Holy Father warned. Rather it is "a permanent journey, a constant commitment to progress ... because complete likeness to God can never be achieved. The history of each soul is that of a love ... open to new horizons, because God continually expands the possibilities of the soul, so as to make it capable of ever greater good. In this journey of spiritual ascent, Christ is the Model and the Master. In fact “"because a Christian is one who bears the

name of Christ, and one who bears the name of Christ live like Him. .... We Christians with Baptism take on a great responsibility ” the Pope said.



Another important teaching of Saint Gregory of Nyssa was about love for the poor: human life is like an “ascent to God in prayer through purity of heart; but an ascent to God also through love of neighbour. Love is the stairway which leads to God ”. Since all humanity depends on God, Gregory affirms: “Do not think everything is yours! There must be a part for the poor, the friends of God. The truth is that everything comes from God, the universal Father and we are all brothers of the same lineage”. The Christian must examine his life, Gregory emphasises, on his fasting and must abstain from eating meat: what value can he have before God if, acting unjustly, he robs from the hand of the poor man that which is his? “To progress on the way to perfection and receive God in one's self, carry within one's self the Spirit of God, God's love, man must turn to Him with trust in prayer” Pope Benedict XVI  said recalling this last aspect of the teaching of St Gregory of Nyssa, and he concluded “we must not only speak of God we must carry him in our hearts. We must do this with commitment to prayer and living in a spirit of love for all our brothers and sisters”.


At the end of his catechesis the Pope recalled that it was the tenth anniversary of the death of Blessed Teresa of Calcutta. Addressing some 1,500 Sisters and priests Missionaries of Charity and helpers present in the Square he said “the life and witness of this authentic disciple of Christ, are a call to you and to all the Church to serve God faithfully in the poor and the needy. Continue to follower her example and be everywhere channels of divine mercy.”


At the end of the audience, Benedict XVI turned his attention to an international symposium on the defence of the Arctic, which begins tomorrow on the west coast of Greenland under the presidency of the Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew I of Constantinople. The theme of the meeting is: "The Arctic: Mirror of Life." Speaking English, the Pope said: "Care of water resources and attention to climate change are matters of grave importance for the entire human family. Encouraged by the growing recognition of the need to preserve the environment, I invite all of you to join me in praying and working for greater respect for the wonders of God's creation." (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 6/9/2007 – righe 43, parole 629)

See the Pope's teaching in various languages      

http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/pontefici/pontefice.php?id=870
5 September 2007 – 5 September 2007 – Message Prior General Order Brothers of B. V. M. of Carmel
5 September 2007 – Message to 3rd European Ecumenical Assembly – Sibiu (Romania)
VATICAN - Message from Pope Benedict XVI: “With his eyes set on Christ… may every member of the Order of the Brothers of B. V. M. of Mount Carmel feel called to be a credible witness of the spiritual dimension proper to every human being ”

Castel Gandolfo (Agenzia Fides) – In this month of September the Order of the Brothers of the Blessed Vurgin Mary of Mount Carmel celebrate its General Chapter on the 8th centenary of the consigning of the “Formula of Life” by Saint Albert of Jerusalem to the hermits on Mount Carmel, which constituted the beginning of the Carmelite Order. This year the Order marks other important recurrences: the 7th  centenary of the death of Saint Alberto of Trapani and the 4th centenary of the birth to eternal life of saint Maria Maddalena de' Pazzi, the Serafina of the Carmel (see Agenzia Fides 7/2/2007). For this reason Pope Benedict XVI  addressed a message to prior general of the Order of the Brothers of the Blessed Vurgin Mary of Mount Carmel expressing his participation “in the intense spiritual experience which the Carmelite Family will live during the Chapter ”.


Pope Benedict XVI  recalls that “the first Carmelites went to Mount Carmel because they believed in the love of God who so loved the world as to give his only Son. Accepting Christ's Lordship over the lives, they willingly allowed themselves to be transformed by His love. This is the fundamental decision which faces every Christian … We know well however that it is not easy to live this call faithfully. In a sense it is necessary to protect oneself with armoury from the threats of the world”. As the Carmelite rule recalls, “weak loins must be girded with the rope of chastity; the breast must be fortified with holy thoughts…we must put on the armour of justice…in all things we must take up the shield of the faith ”.


Referring to the theme of the Chapter - In obsequio Jesu Christi. Comunità orante e profetica in un mondo che cambia -, the Pope says it “highlights to peculiar style with which the Order of Carmel strives to respond to God's love with a life of prayer, fraternity and spirit of prophecy” and he recommends daily participation in the Eucharistic banquet, following the example of the first Carmelites who in this way “pursued personal sanctification”.


“With your eyes set on Christ and trusting in the assistance of the saints who down through the centuries have incarnated the Rule of the Carmel– the Pope concludes -, may every member of the Order of the Brothers of B. V. M. of Mount Carmel feel called to be a credible witness of the spiritual dimension proper to every human being. In this way the lay faithful will find in Carmelite communities authentic ‘schools of prayer, where the encounter with Christ is expressed not only by imploring for help but also in thanksgiving, praise, adoration, contemplation, listening, ardent affection" (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 5/9/2007; righe 39, parole 474)

5 September 2007 – Messaggio ai partecipanti alla Terza Assemblea Ecumenica Europea

VATICAN - “Europe needs places of encounter and experience of unity in the faith guided by the Spirit … May the light of Christ illuminate the path of the continent of Europe!” - Pope Benedict XVI  sends message to the Third European Ecumenical Assembly  

Castel Gandolfo (Agenzia Fides) – “I view important encounter with the firm hope that it may foster progress in the ecumenical path towards full and visible unity of all Christians. This in fact is one of the pastoral priorities I have wished to underline since the beginning of my Pontificate. Efforts to strive for visible unity among all Christians is essential for the light of Christ to shine on all men and women.” This statement is part of a message sent by Pope Benedict XVI to the delegates and participants at the Third European Ecumenical Assembly taking place in Sibiu (Romania) on the theme: "The light of Christ shines on all peoples. Hope for renewal and unity in Europe " (see Fides 4/9/2007). The Messsage, dated 20 August, made public today, was addressed to Cardinal Péter Erdò, President of the Council of Catholic Bishops' Conferences of Europe and Pastor Jean-Arnold de Clermont, President of the Conference of the Churches of Europe.



The Holy Father recalls that since Vatican II " the Catholic Church has committed herself irrevocably to following the path of the ecumenical venture, thus heeding the Spirit of the Lord, who teaches people to interpret carefully the "signs of the times" " (Ut unum sint, 3), this path is “certainly difficult but rich in joy”, as seen from the numerous ecumenical initiatives in recent years and the work of theological dialogue. In particular Benedict XVI highlights two elements which should orient ecumenical activity: “the dialogue of the truth and encounter in the sign of brotherhood. Both need to be founded on spiritual ecumenism … prayer for unity represents the regal path to ecumenism. It enables Christians of Europe to look with new eyes at Christ and the unity of his Church. Moreover it enables us to face with courage the painful memories not lacking in the history of Europe and social problems in the era of relativism today widely predominant”. 


The Pope then encouraged Christians to be aware of the tasks entrusted to them: “to carry to Europe and to the world the voice of the One who said: ‘I am the light of the world; whosoever follows me will not walk in darkness but will have the light of life (Jn 8,12). It is our duty to make the light of Christ shine before the men and women of today: not our own light, but that of Christ”. Invoking from God unity and peace for the peoples of Europe, the message concludes with the wish that the Third European Ecumenical Assembly in Sibiu, “will create spaces of encounter for unity in legitimate diversity ”. “In an atmosphere of reciprocal trust and in the awareness that our common roots lie so much deeper than our  divisions– writes Benedict XVI -, a mistaken sense of self-sufficiency will be removed, unfamiliarity overcome and  the common foundation of our faith spiritually experienced. Europe needs places of encounter and experience of unity in the faith guided by the Spirit... May the light of Christ illuminate the path of the European continent!”. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 5/9/2007; righe 34, parole 497)

See message in German and Italian 

http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/pontefici/pontefice.php?id=869
6 September 2007 – Address to Bishops of Laos and Cambodia in ad limina visit
VATICAN - Pope Benedict XVI receives Bishops of Laos and Cambodia: “The Christian faith is not a foreign reality for your peoples... Announcing it to all peoples the Church does not seek to impose herself,  instead she demonstrates her respect for all men and women and for the society in which she lives ”

Castel Gandolfo (Agenzia Fides) – “When you return to Laos and Cambodia, carry affectionate greetings from the Successor of Peter to priests, religious, catechists and lay people in your communities. I am aware of their difficulties and of the inward strength which they have all shown in times of trial to live in fidelity to the Lord Jesus and his Church. Today I urge them to remain steadfast in the faith and to bear generous witness to God's love for all their brothers and sisters”. This was part of the speech which Pope Benedict XVI addressed to the Bishops of the Bishops' Conference of Laos and Cambodia, received in audience for their ad limina visit on 6 September at his Summer residence in Castel Gandolfo. The Pope also sent warm greetings to all the people of Laos and Cambodia encouraging their efforts to “ build an ever more fraternal society open to others in which everyone may use the gifts received from the Creator”.


Addressing the Bishops the Holy Father said he was aware that they minister, “under conditions which are often difficult and in very different situations”, and he assured them of his fraternal support and that of the universal Church. “Your closeness to the faithful, above all those most isolated– the Pope said -, is for them encouragement to persevere in the Christian faith and to grow in the discovery of the person of Christ despite the difficulties of daily life. The assistance you receive in various fields from older Churches, especially with regard to pastoral care workers and formation," he continued, "is also an eloquent sign of the solidarity that Christ's disciples should show to one another”.


The Pope then made special mention of the local priests united with the bishops in the work of announcing the Gospel: “In collaboration with missionaries, to whom I express my gratitude for having brought here the message of Jesus and the gift of the faith, your priests lead the people of God with zeal and abnegation. May they all, with a profound spiritual life and an exemplary life, continue to render eloquent witness in the Church and in society!” Benedict XVI said he hoped promotion of priestly and religious vocations would bear abundant fruit and stressed the necessity to guarantee “sound human, spiritual, theological and pastoral formation”.


The Holy Father went on to identify one of the most vital aspects of the pastoral ministry of the bishops of Laos and Cambodia: "the announcement of the Christian faith within a particular culture." In this context he recalled how "the recent celebration of the 450th anniversary of the presence of the Church in Cambodia was an occasion for the faithful to gain a deeper awareness of the long history of Christians in the region. In truth, the Christian faith is not foreign to your peoples. 'Jesus is the Good News for the men and women of every time and place in their search for the meaning of existence and for the truth of their own humanity,' and in her announcement to all peoples, the Church has no wish to impose herself she is simply bearing witness to her respect for all human beings and for the society in which she lives”.


Another important aspect highlighted by the Pope was the identity of Catholics which he said must be shown with respect for the other religious traditions and cultures of the peoples in this region, and “must express itself above all in authentic spiritual experience founded on listening to the Word of God and in reception of the Sacraments of the Church”. In particular, members of Institutes of Consecrated Life and their important pastoral assistance and service of the most needy, “have the fundamental responsibility of reminding everyone of the primacy of God”. In this sense priority must be given to the formation of the faithful, women religious and catechists especially, “to render the evangelisers capable of responding to the challenges of society, fortified by the truth of Christ ”.

In the last part of his address the Pope encouraged the bishops of Cambodia and Laos to intensify education for young people and to give special care to preparation for Christian marriage and the formation of families which are truly “seedbeds of evangelisation where every member experiences the love of God”. The works of the Church to help those in need, appreciated by the people and the authorities, “are an eloquent manifestation of the love God has for all men and women without distinction” said Pope Benedict XVI  citing in this regard his Encyclical Deus Caritas est: it is “is very important that the Church's charitable activity maintains all of its splendour and does not become just another form of social assistance” (n. 31).


Benedict XVI concluded his address encouraging the bishops of Cambodia and Laos to put their trust in God - “I invite you to look to the future letting yourselves be guided by Christ and putting all your hope in Him” - and he entrusted the respective dioceses to the maternal intercession of Our Lady, model for all disciples. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 7/9/2007; righe 60, parole 879)

See the Pope's address in French
http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/pontefici/pontefice.php?id=871
6 September 2007 – Audience to participants at 12th Congress of International Commission for Prison Pastoral Care 

VATICAN - “Prisoners easily can be overwhelmed by feelings of isolation, shame and rejection… Chaplains and their collaborators are called to be heralds of God's infinite compassion and forgiveness”: Benedict XVI addresses International Commission of Catholic Prison Pastoral Care

Castel Gandolfo (Agenzia Fides) – “Prisoners easily can be overwhelmed by feelings of isolation, shame and rejection that threaten to shatter their hopes and aspirations for the future. In this context Chaplains and their collaborators are called to be heralds of God's infinite compassion and forgiveness. In cooperation with civil authorities, they are entrusted with the weighty task of helping the incarcerated rediscover a sense of purpose so that, with God's grace, they can reform their lives, be reconciled with their families and friends, and, insofar as possible, assume the responsibilities and duties which will enable them to conduct upright and honest lives within society." Pope Benedict XVI said this on 6 September at Castel Gandolfo in his address to participants in the 12th World Congress of the International Commission of Catholic Prison Pastoral Care, currently being held in Rome on the theme: "Discovering the Face of Christ in Every Prisoner" (see Fides 5/9/2007).

“Your ministry requires much patience and perseverance - the Pope said - Not infrequently there are disappointments and frustrations. Strengthening the bonds that unite you with your bishops will enable you to find the support and guidance you need to raise awareness of your vital mission.”


The Pope continued "Judicial and penal institutions play a fundamental role in protecting citizens and safeguarding the common good. At the same time, they are to aid in rebuilding "social relationships disrupted by the criminal act committed" (cf. Compendium of the Social Doctrine of the Church, 403). By their very nature, therefore, these institutions must contribute to the rehabilitation of offenders, facilitating their transition from despair to hope and from unreliability to dependability.”. In this task, the Pope underlined, public authorities must eschew "any means of punishment or correction that either undermine or debase the human dignity of prisoners… In this regard, I reiterate that the prohibition against torture cannot be contravened under any circumstances”.


Lastly the Pope said he hoped the Congress would offer the participants and opportunity to share their “experiences of the mysterious countenance of Christ shining through the faces of the imprisoned. I encourage you in your efforts to show that face to the world as you promote greater respect for the dignity of the detained. ”. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 7/9/2007; righe 27, parole 379)

See the Pope's address in English

http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/pontefici/pontefice.php?id=872
7 September 2007 – Benedict XVI in Austria – Homily at Mass at the Mariensäule
VATICAN - Pope Benedict XVI in Austria – The first step on his pilgrimage, at Mariensäule, to reflect “on the significance of the Mother of God for Austria past and present, and her significance for each one of us ” 

Vienna (Agenzia Fides) – Immediately after the welcome ceremony at 12.45 on Friday 7 September Pope Benedict XVI  went to the Mariensäule (Mary's Colomon) in the Am Hof Square in Vienna, first step on his pilgrimage to Mariazell. From the balcony of the Church of the Nine Angelical Choirs the Pope presided a Liturgy of the Word at the end of which he went into the Church to open a Vigil of Prayer and Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament which young people are involved during the Papal Visit.


“ As the first stop of my pilgrimage to Mariazell I have chosen the Mariensäule, to reflect briefly with all of you on the significance of the Mother of God for Austria past and present, and her significance for each one of us” the Pope said in his homily during the Liturgy of the Word. “ From earliest times, faith in Jesus Christ, the incarnate Son of God, has been linked to a particular veneration for his Mother, for the Woman in whose womb he took on our human nature, sharing even in the beating of her heart. Mary is the Woman who accompanied Jesus with sensitivity and deference throughout his life, even to his death on the Cross. At the end, he commended to her maternal love the beloved disciple and, with him, all humanity. In her maternal love, Mary continues to take under her protection people of all languages and cultures, and to lead them together, within a multiform unity, to Christ. In our problems and needs we can turn to Mary. Yet we must also learn from her to accept one another lovingly in the same way that she has accepted all of us: each as an individual, willed as such and loved by God.”.


The Holy Father recalled that the Mariensäule, erected by Emperor Ferdinand III as an act of thanksgiving for the liberation of Vienna from great danger 360 years ago “must also be a sign of hope for us today.”. “ How many persons, over the years, have stood before this column and lifted their gaze to Mary in prayer! - the Pope said - How many have experienced in times of trouble the power of her intercession!”. Our Christian hope includes much more than the mere fulfilment of our wishes and desires, great or small. We turn our gaze to Mary, because she points out to us the great hope to which we have been called (cf. Eph 1:18), because she personifies our true humanity! This is what we have just heard in the biblical reading: even before the creation of the world, God chose us in Christ. From eternity he has known and loved each one of us! And why did he choose us? To be holy and immaculate before him in love! This is no impossible task: in Christ he has already brought it to fulfilment. We have been redeemed!... And if we continue to bring our everyday concerns to the immaculate Mother of Christ, she will help us to open our little hopes ever more fully towards that great and true hope which gives meaning to our lives and is able to fill us with a deep and imperishable joy.”


At the end of his homily the Pope recited a prayer to entrust Austria and the Austrian people to the Immaculate Virgin. After the prayer at Mariensäule, Benedict XVI paid a visit to the Judenplatz Memorial erected in commemoration of the Austrian victims of the Shoah. Welcomed by the Grand Rabbi and the president of the Jewish Community of Austria, the Pope prayed for a few minutes silently. He was then driven to the Apostolic Nunciature. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 8/9/2007; righe 38, parole 566)

See the Pope's homily in German, English and Italian 

http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/pontefici/pontefice.php?id=874
7 September 2007 – Benedict XVI in Austria - Visit to the President of Austria

VATICAN - Pope Benedict XVI in Austria – “ It should be everyone’s concern to ensure that the day will never come when only the stones of Austria speak of Christianity!” 

Vienna (Agenzia Fides) – In the afternoon of 7 September the Pope went to the Vienna Hofburg for a courtesy visit to the president of Austria Heinz Fischer and a meeting with the authorities and the Diplomatic Corps, present also members of the world of culture including the rectors of the universities of Austria. After a short concert followed by an address on the part of Mr Heinz Fischer Pope Benedict gave an articulated discourse of which we give some excerpts.

Austria


In recent years and decades, Austria has registered advances which were inconceivable even two generations ago. Your country has not only experienced significant economic progress, but has also developed a model of social coexistence synonymous with the term “social solidarity”… We are gathered in an historical setting, which for centuries was the seat of an Empire uniting vast areas of Central and Eastern Europe. This time and place thus offer us a good opportunity to take a far-ranging look at today’s Europe. After the horrors of war and traumatic experiences of totalitarianism and dictatorship, Europe is moving towards a unity capable of ensuring a lasting order of peace and just development. The painful division which split the continent for decades has come to an end politically, yet the goal of unity remains in great part still to be achieved in the minds and hearts of individuals… For the countries of Central and Eastern Europe in particular, participating in this process is a further incentive to the consolidation of freedom, the constitutional state and democracy within their borders. Here I would like to recall the contribution made by my predecessor, Pope John Paul II, to that historic process. Austria too, as a bridge-country situated at the crossroads of West and East, has contributed much to this unification and has also – we must not forget – greatly benefited from it.… 


Europe


The “European home”, as we readily refer to the community of this continent, will be a good place to live for everyone only if it is built on a solid cultural and moral foundation of common values drawn from our history and our traditions. Europe cannot and must not deny her Christian roots. These represent a dynamic component of our civilisation as we move forward into the third millennium. Christianity has profoundly shaped this continent: something clearly evident in every country, and particularly in Austria, not least from the numerous churches and important monasteries. Above all, the faith is seen in the countless people whom in the course of history, and in our own day as well, it has brought to a life of hope, love and mercy… The oft-cited process of globalisation cannot be halted, yet it is an urgent task and a great responsibility of politics to regulate and limit globalisation, so that it will not occur at the expense of the poorer nations and of the poor in wealthier nations, and prove detrimental to future generations. Certainly – as we know – Europe has also experienced and suffered from terribly misguided courses of action… But Europe has also been marked by the capacity for self-criticism, which gives it a distinctive place within the vast panorama of the world’s cultures.


Life


It was in Europe that the notion of human rights was first formulated. The fundamental human right, the presupposition of every other right, is the right to life itself. This is true of life from the moment of conception until its natural end. Abortion, consequently, cannot be a human right – it is the very opposite. It is “a deep wound in society”, as the late Cardinal Franz König never tired of repeating… In stating this, I am not expressing a specifically ecclesial concern. Rather, I wish to act as an advocate for a profoundly human need, speaking out on behalf of those unborn children who have no voice. In doing so, I do not close my eyes to the difficulties and the conflicts which many women are experiencing, and I realise that the credibility of what we say also depends on what the Church herself is doing to help women in trouble. In this context, then, I appeal to political leaders not to allow children to be considered as a form of illness, nor to abolish in practice your legal system’s acknowledgement that abortion is wrong. I say this out of a concern for humanity. But that is only one side of this disturbing problem. The other is the need to do everything possible to make European countries once again open to welcoming children

 … Another great concern of mine is the debate on what has been termed “actively assisted death”.... The proper response to end-of-life suffering is loving care and accompaniment on the journey towards death – especially with the help of palliative care – and not “actively assisted death”". 


The dialogue of reason


Finally, another part of the European heritage is a tradition of thought which considers as essential a substantial correspondence between faith, truth and reason. Here the issue is clearly whether or not reason stands at the beginning and foundation of all things. The issue is whether reality originates by chance and necessity, and thus whether reason is merely a chance by-product of the irrational and, in an ocean of irrationality, it too, in the end, is meaningless, or whether instead the underlying conviction of Christian faith remains true: In principio erat Verbum – in the beginning was the Word; at the origin of everything is the creative reason of God who decided to make himself known to us human beings.


Europe's tasks in the world


The continent which, demographically, is rapidly ageing, must not become old in spirit. Furthermore, Europe will grow more sure of itself if it accepts a responsibility in the world corresponding to its singular intellectual tradition, its extraordinary resources and its great economic power. The European Union should therefore assume a role of leadership in the fight against global poverty and in efforts to promote peace. With gratitude we can observe that the countries of Europe and the European Union are among those making the greatest contribution to international development, but they also need to make their political importance felt, for example, with regard to the urgent challenges presented in Africa, given the immense tragedies afflicting that continent, such as the scourge of AIDS, the situation in Darfur, the unjust exploitation of natural resources and the disturbing traffic in arms. Nor can the political and diplomatic efforts of Europe and its countries neglect the continuing serious situation in the Middle East, where everyone’s contribution is needed to promote the rejection of violence, reciprocal dialogue and a truly peaceful coexistence. Europe’s relationship with the nations of Latin America and Asia must also continue to grow through suitable trade agreements.


Conclusion


Austria is a country which is greatly blessed… Much of what Austria is and possesses, it owes to the Christian faith and its beneficial effects on individual men and women. The faith has profoundly shaped the character of this country and its people. Consequently it should be everyone’s concern to ensure that the day will never come when only its stones speak of Christianity! An Austria without a vibrant Christian faith would no longer be Austria.


At the end of the meeting the Pope returned to the Apostolic Nunciature and after supper he went to the balcony to bless numerous young people who had gathered to greet him. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 8/9/2007; righe 38, parole 566)

See the Pope's address in German, English, French and Italian

http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/pontefici/pontefice.php?id=875
8 September 2007 – Benedict XVI in Austria - Homily at Mass in Mariazell

Pope Benedict in Austria – “Show us Jesus!” It was with this plea to the Mother of the Lord that we set off on our journey here. This same plea will accompany us as we return to our daily lives. And we know that Mary hears our prayer” 

Vienna (Agenzia Fides) – Saturday 8 September the Holy Father Pope Benedict XVI travelled to the Marian Shrine of Mariazell, in the Austrian Alps, where he presided an outdoor Concelebration of the Eucharist to mark the 850th anniversary of the foundation of the Shrine on the feast of the Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary.


“ With our great pilgrimage to Mariazell, we are celebrating the patronal feast of this Shrine, the feast of Our Lady’s Birthday. For 850 years pilgrims have been travelling here from different peoples and nations; they come to pray for the intentions of their hearts and their homelands, bringing their deepest hopes and concerns. In this way Mariazell has become a place of peace and

reconciled unity, not only for Austria, but far beyond her borders… Today we join in a pilgrimage started many centuries ago.”


Reflecting on the Gospel passage which “ presents the history of Israel from Abraham onwards as a pilgrimage, which, with its ups and downs, its paths and detours, leads us finally to Christ” the Pope underlined that “ Making a pilgrimage means setting out in a particular direction, travelling towards a destination… Among the pilgrims of Jesus’ genealogy there were many who forgot the goal and wanted to make themselves the goal. Again and again, though, the Lord called forth people whose longing for the goal drove them forward, people who directed their whole lives towards it. The awakening of the Christian faith, the dawning of the Church of Jesus Christ was made possible, because there were people in Israel whose hearts were searching – people who did not rest content with custom, but who looked further ahead, in search of something greater:…”. 


Today too, a pilgrimage should be promoted by “an open and restless heart”, since “ it is not enough to be more or less like everyone else and to think like everyone else. Our lives have a deeper purpose We need God, the God who has shown us his face and opened his heart to us: Jesus Christ.” Jesus alone, who is God, is the bridge that truly brings God and man together. “ So if we Christians call him the one universal Mediator of salvation, valid for everyone and, ultimately, needed by everyone –Benedict XVI underlined - this does not mean that we despise other religions, nor are we arrogantly absolutising our own ideas; on the contrary, it means that we are gripped by him who has touched our hearts and lavished gifts upon us, so that we, in turn, can offer gifts to others”. 



The Pope then dwelt on the attitude of resignation “ that considers man incapable of truth – as if this were more than he could cope with”: precisely this resignation, the Pope is convinced, is lies at the heart of the crisis of the West, the crisis of Europe.. “ If truth does not exist for man, then neither can he ultimately distinguish between good and evil. And then the great and wonderful discoveries of science become double-edged: they can open up significant possibilities for good, for the benefit of mankind, but also, as we see only too clearly, they can pose a terrible threat, involving the destruction of man and the world”. Looking to Jesus as He is portrayed at Mariazell -  a child in his Mother's arms and, on the main altar, the Crucified One – Benedict XVI explained that these two images tell us that “ truth prevails not through external force, but it is humble and it yields itself to man only via the inner force of its veracity. Truth proves itself in love. It is never our property, never our product, just as love can never be produced, but only received and handed on as a gift.”. 


The theme of the day and the Pope's whole pilgrimage was “To gaze upon Christ”, and the Pope this is the question Christians must ask Mary since she bore Christ: “ Mary responds, showing him to us in the first instance as a child. God has made himself small for us.… He asks for our love. He invites us to become small ourselves, to come down from our high thrones and to learn to be childlike before God… The child Jesus naturally reminds us also of all the children in the world, in whom he wishes to come to us. Children who live in poverty; who are exploited as soldiers; who have never been able to experience the love of parents; sick and suffering children, but also those who are joyful and healthy. Europe has become child-poor: we want everything for ourselves, and place little trust in the future. Yet the earth will be deprived of a future only when the forces of the human heart and of reason illuminated by the heart are extinguished – when the face of God no longer shines upon the earth. Where God is, there is the future.”


Looking at the Crucified Jesus above the high altar the Pope said: “ God saved the world not by the sword, but by the Cross… Jesus transformed the Passion, his suffering and his death, into prayer, and in this way he transformed it into an act of love for God and for humanity. That, finally, is why the outstretched arms of the Crucified One are also a gesture of embracing, by which he draws us to himself, wishing to hold us in his loving hands”.


If we look at Christ “ Christianity is more than and different from a moral code, from a series of requirements and laws. It is the gift of a friendship that lasts through life and death:… Yet precisely because Christianity is more than a moral system, because it is the gift of friendship, for this reason it also contains within itself great moral strength, which is so urgently needed today on account of the challenges of our time. If with Jesus Christ and his Church we constantly re-read the Ten Commandments of Sinai, entering into their full depth, then a great, valid and lasting teaching unfolds before us. The Ten Commandments are first and foremost a “yes” to God, to a God who loves us and leads us, who carries us and yet allows us our freedom: indeed, it is he who makes our freedom real (the first three commandments). It is a “yes” to the family (fourth commandment), a “yes” to life (fifth commandment), a “yes” to responsible love (sixth commandment), a “yes” to solidarity, to social responsibility and to justice (seventh commandment), a “yes” to truth (eighth commandment) and a “yes” to respect for other people and for what is theirs (ninth and tenth commandments).”.
The Pope ended his homily with these words: “Show us Jesus!” It was with this plea to the Mother of the Lord that we set off on our journey here. This same plea will accompany us as we return to our daily lives. And we know that Mary hears our prayer: yes, whenever we look towards Mary, she shows us Jesus. Thus we can find the right path, we can follow it step by step, filled with joyful confidence that the path leads into the light – into the joy of eternal Love. Amen”.


At the end of the Mass the Pope gave a copy of the Gospel and the Acts of the Apostles both written by St Luke to a few lay representatives of Parish Councils elected in 2007 encouraging them in their apostolate. Before greeting the pilgrims in different language groups the Pope said he prayed for those affected by floods in Austria and two elderly pilgrims who had died that morning at Mariazell.


Before leaving Pope Benedict XVI  urged the faithful, above all of central Europe,  to continue to honour Our Lady as she is venerated at Mariazell, Magna Mater Austriae - Magna Hungarorum Domina and Mater Gentium Slavorum. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 10/9/2007; righe 81, parole 1.243)

See the Pope's homily in German English and Italian

http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/pontefici/pontefice.php?id=876
8 September 2007 – Benedict XVI in Austria - Homily at Vespers in Mariazell

VATICAN - Pope Benedict XVI in Austria – “The heart of the mission of Jesus Christ and of all Christians is to announce the Kingdom of God. This announcement in the name of Christ means for the Church, the priests, the religious and all the baptised, commitment to be present in the world as His witnesses.” 

Vienna (Agenzia Fides) – In the afternoon of Saturday 8 September inside the Basilica of Mariazell the Holy Father presided the celebration of  Second Vespers of the Feast of the Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary  with priests, religious, deacons, seminarians and persons of consecrated life. “You are servants of the mission of Jesus Christ – the Pope said in his homily -. Just as two thousand years ago Jesus called people to follow him, also today young men and women at his call set out on a path, drawn to Him and moved by a desire to put their lives at the service of the Church, and to serve others … to be a disciple of Christ is in fact a risk because we are always threatened by sin, lack of freedom and defection. Therefore we all need His grace, just as Mary who received it in fullness.” Pope Benedict XVI recalled that “the Lord calls priest, religious and lay people to enter the world in its complex reality to help build therein the Kingdom of God”, and this the do in many different ways becoming “pilgrims with Him” in history. Walking with Him means two things: “the dimension of the Cross – with failure, suffering, misunderstanding, indeed even rejection and persecution –, but also the experience of profound joy in his service and the experience of great consolation deriving from the encounter with Him … The heart of the mission of Jesus Christ and of all Christians is to announce the Kingdom of God. This announcement in the name of Christ means for the Church, the priests, the religious and all the baptised, commitment to be present in the world as His witnesses. The Kingdom of God is in fact God himself who makes himself present and reigns through us. The Kingdom of God is built up then when God lives in us and we carry God to the world”. 

To follow Christ “means to assimilate Jesus' way of thought, his style of life ” the Pope said stressing the need to reflect on the " evangelical counsels", the “determinant components of a life committed to radical discipleship of Christ: poverty, chastity and obedience ”. Here are some passages of the Holy Father's homily.


“Jesus Christ who possessed all the riches of God, became poor for us… those who wish to follow Christ in a radical way must renounce material goods. They must however live this poverty starting from Christ, becoming inwardly free for others. The question of poverty and the poor for all Christians, but especially for us, priests, for religious men and women, individuals and communities, must frequently be the subject of a sincere examination of conscience. Precisely in our situation, I think, in which we are not in situations of discomfort, we are not poor, we must consider carefully, how we can truly live this calling.".


“With the vow of chastity and celibacy we are not consecrating ourselves to individualism o or a life of isolation, we are making a solemn promise to put totally and without reserves at the service of the Kingdom of God– a so as the service of others– those intense relationships of which we are capable and which we receive as a gift. In this way, priests and religious become men and women of hope: by relying totally on God and demonstrating in this way that for them god is a reality, they make room for His presence– the presence of the Kingdom of God – in the world … and today the world has great need of our testimony.”


“Jesus lived his whole life, from the hidden years at Nazareth to the moment of his death on the cross, listening to the Father and in obedience to the Father… Christians have always found that they do not lose themselves when they entrust themselves wholly to the will of the Father indeed in doing so they reach deeper identity and inward freedom … To listen to God and obey Him has nothing to do with constriction or loss of self. Only if we enter God's will do we reach are true identity ”. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 10/9/2007; righe 45, parole 686)

See the Pope's homily in German and Italian

http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/pontefici/pontefice.php?id=877
9 September 2007 – Benedict XVI in Austria - Homily at Stephen's Cathedral Vienna and Angelus

VATICAN - Pope Benedict XVI in Austria – “We too need access to the Risen one, who sustains us through and beyond death. We need this encounter which brings us together, which gives us space for freedom, which lets us see beyond the bustle of everyday life to God’s creative love, from which we come and towards which we are travelling ” 

Vienna (Agenzia Fides) – Sunday 9 September, at 10am the Holy Father, Pope Benedict XVI    presided a Celebration of the Eucharist at Vienna's St Stephen's Cathedral. In his homily the Pope illustrated the meaning of Sunday for Christians. Recalling the testimony of the Christians in Abitene, present day Tunisia, who in 304 were taken before the judge and then martyred for celebrating the then forbidden Sunday Eucharist, the Pope said: “ We too need access to the Risen one, who sustains us through and beyond death. We need this encounter which brings us together, which gives us space for freedom, which lets us see beyond the bustle of everyday life to God’s creative love, from which we come and towards which we are travelling.”


Citing the Sunday Gospel Benedict XVI explained that Jesus refers to the calling of the Twelve Apostles: “ The Twelve must first of all overcome the scandal of the Cross, and then they must be prepared truly to leave everything behind; they must be prepared to assume the seemingly absurd task of travelling to the ends of the earth and, with their minimal education, proclaiming the Gospel of Jesus Christ to a world filled with claims to erudition and with real or apparent education – and naturally also to the poor and the simple. They must themselves be prepared to suffer martyrdom in the course of their journey into the vast world, and thus to bear witness to the Gospel of the Crucified and Risen Lord… He calls people of all times to count exclusively on him, to leave everything else behind, so as to be totally available for him, and hence totally available for others: to create oases of selfless love in a world where so often only power and wealth seem to count for anything”. 


The Sunday Gospel contains Jesus teaching which applies to everyone: “ Whoever wants to keep his life just for himself will lose it. Only by giving ourselves do we receive our life – Pope Benedict XVI said-. In other words: only the one who loves discovers life. And love always demands going out of oneself… Only the love of God, who loses himself for us and gives himself to us, makes it possible for us also to become free, to let go, and so truly to find life”. 


In the last part of his homily the Pope spoke again about the value of Sunday: “ Without the Lord and without the day that belongs to him, life does not flourish. Sunday has been transformed in our Western societies into the week-end, into leisure time. Leisure time is something good and necessary, especially amid the mad rush of the modern world; each of us knows this. Yet if leisure time lacks an inner focus, an overall sense of direction, then ultimately it becomes wasted time that neither strengthens nor builds us up. Leisure time requires a focus – the encounter with him who is our origin and goal. Because Sunday is ultimately about encountering the risen Christ in word and sacrament, its span extends through the whole of reality… Therefore Sunday is also the Church’s weekly feast of creation – the feast of thanksgiving and joy over God’s creation. At a time when creation seems to be endangered in so many ways through human activity, we should consciously advert to this dimension of Sunday too. Then, for the early Church, the first day increasingly assimilated the traditional meaning of the seventh day, the Sabbath. We participate in God’s rest, which embraces all of humanity. Thus we sense on this day something of the freedom and equality of all God’s creatures.”


At the end of the Eucharistic Celebration in the square outside the Cathedral the Holy Father led the recitation of the Angelus. Introducing the Marian prayer the Pope returned to the subject of  his homily and referring to the Blessed Virgin Mary he said: “Fully willing, totally open in her heart and free of self, she made it possible for God to fill her with his Love, with the Holy Spirit. And so Mary, a humble young woman, was able to receive within herself the Son of God and the world the Saviour who had given himself to her. We too during the Mass received today the Son of God. Those who received communion now carry in a special way the Risen Lord within themselves. As Mary carried him in her womb– a helpless little human being, totally dependent on his mother's love– so Jesus Christ, under the species of bread, entrusted himself to us dear brothers and sisters. Let us love this Jesus who puts his whole self into our hands! Let us love Him as Mary did! Let us carry Him to others as Mary carried Him to Elizabeth, spreading joy and happiness!” (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 10/9/2007; righe 53, parole 832)

See the Pope's homily in English, German and Italian 

http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/pontefici/pontefice.php?id=878
9 September 2007 – Benedict XVI in Austria - Letter to children taking part in Holy Childhood initiatives 
VATICAN - Pope Benedict XVI in Austria – “I appreciate your efforts as members of Holy Childhood. I see you are little collaborators in the service which the Pope offers the Church and the world: you help me with your prayers and with your efforts to spread the Gospel” 

Vienna (Agenzia Fides) – On Sunday 9 September after the recitation of the Angelus prayer in front of the St Stephen's Cathedral in Vienna Pope Benedict XVI  said a few words to Austrian Catholic children members of the Pontifical Society of Holy Childhood to thank them for letters and drawings sent to him on the occasion of his visit to Austria (see Fides 5/9/2007), and he handed them a Letter of which we give the English translation:


“Dear Children! On the occasion of my pastoral visit to Austria, I am happy to address you active members of the Pontifical Society of Holy Childhood. I thank you for your letters and drawings sent to me as a sign of your affection and closeness to me in my mission. Your letters express those sentiments of faith and love which make children deeply loved by Jesus who welcome them with open arms and held them up as examples for his disciples: " for it is to such as these that the kingdom of God belongs" (Mk 10,14).


I wish to tell you how much I appreciate your efforts as members of Holy Childhood. I see you are little collaborators in the service which the Pope offers the Church and the world: you help me with your prayers and with your efforts to spread the Gospel. In fact there are still countless children who have never heard of Jesus. And there are many who do not have enough food, or schooling or healthcare; many live without peace or happiness. The Church cares for them in a special way with the help of missionaries; and you are called to offer your help personally and as a group. Friendship with Jesus is such a beautiful gift that we cannot keep it for ourselves alone! We fell the need to give this gift to others: and when a gift is given it grows! Continue in your efforts! You are growing up and will soon be adolescents and then young men and women: never lose you spirit of mission! Keep your faith strong and pure, like the faith of Saint Peter.


My dear little friends I entrust you all to the protection of Our Lady. I pray for you for your parents and your brothers and sisters. I pray for your missionary groups and your teachers and to all I gladly impart my Apostolic Blessing. Given at Castel Gandolfo, 3 September 2007 BENEDICTUS PP XVI

(S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 10/9/2007; righe 27, parole 385)

9 September 2007 – Benedict XVI in Austria - Address at Heiligenkreuz Abbey

VATICAN - Pope Benedict XVI in Austria – “In a monastery of Benedictine spirit, the praise of God, which the monks sing as a solemn choral prayer, always has priority.” 

Vienna (Agenzia Fides) – The Holy Father, Pope Benedict XVI, in the afternoon of Sunday 9 September, paid a visit to Heiligenkreuz Abbey, the largest Cistercian monastery in Europe, founded in 1135 by Leopold III. After praying for a while in front of the Blessed Sacrament and relic of the True Cross, the Pope addressed the Abbot, the community of monks, students and teachers of the theological faculties present with the rector, some local authorities, a few Austrian bishops and a group of parish representatives.


“ On my pilgrimage to the Magna Mater Austriae, – said Benedict XVI -, I am pleased to visit this Abbey of Heiligenkreuz, which is not only an important stop on the Via Sacra leading to Mariazell, but the oldest continuously active Cistercian monastery in the world. I wished to come to this place so rich in history in order to draw attention to the fundamental directive of Saint Benedict, according to whose Rule Cistercians also live. Quite simply, Benedict insisted that “nothing be put before the divine Office”.

All Christians pray “or, at least they should” the Pope said, however for monks prayer “is the heart of their calling. Their vocation is to be men of prayer”. Monks pray first and foremost not for a particular intention, “ but simply because God is worthy of being praised… Such prayer for its own sake, intended as pure divine service, is rightly called officium. It is “service” par excellence, the “sacred service” of monks… At the same time, the officium of consecrated persons is also a sacred service to men and women, a testimony offered to them.” 



The “core of monasticism is worship”, according to Saint Benedict and Saint Bernard “ part of monastic life, along with prayer, is work: the cultivation of the land in accordance with the Creator’s will… In the rhythm of the ora et labora, the community of consecrated persons bears witness to the God who, in Jesus Christ, looks upon us, while human beings and the world, as God looks upon them, become good.” Priests and deacons, religious men and women are called to a daily office of prayer despite the difficulties involved: “ I realise that discipline is needed, and sometimes great effort as well, in order to recite the Breviary faithfully; - the Pope said - but through this officium we also receive many riches: how many times, in doing so, have we seen our weariness and despondency melt away! When God is faithfully praised and worshipped, his blessings are unfailing. In Austria, people rightly say: “Everything depends on God’s blessing!”. 


Benedict XVI continued: “ Your primary service to this world must therefore be your prayer and the celebration of the divine Office. The interior disposition of each priest, and of each consecrated person, must be that of “putting nothing before the divine Office”. The beauty of this inner attitude will find expression in the beauty of the liturgy, so that wherever we join in singing, praising, exalting and worshipping God, a little bit of heaven will become present on earth”. The Pope then affirmed: “ I ask you to celebrate the sacred liturgy with your gaze fixed on God within the communion of saints, the living Church of every time and place, so that it will truly be an expression of the sublime beauty of the God who has called men and women to be his friends!”
Underlining that the soul of prayer in the Holy Spirit, and expressing the hope that through the spirit everyone may become a "spiritual" person the Pope said: “ As a spiritual oasis, a monastery reminds today’s world of the most important, and indeed, in the end, the only decisive thing: that there is an ultimate reason why life is worth living: God and his unfathomable love.” He asked the faithful to consider abbeys and monasteries, numerous in Austria, “ not mere strongholds of culture and tradition, or even simple business enterprises… a monastery is first and foremost … a place of spiritual power… Take advantage of these springs of God’s closeness in your country; treasure the religious communities, the monasteries and abbeys; and make use of the spiritual service that consecrated person are willing to offer you!”


In the last part of his address the Pope spoke about the Pontifical Academy for theology established in 1802: it is “important that there should be academic institutions like your own, where there can be a deeper interplay between scientific theology and lived spirituality – the Pope said -. God is never simply the “object” of theology; he is always its living “subject” as well.… For this reason scientific rationality and lived devotion are two necessarily complementary and interdependent aspects of study.” The Pope warned that “ theology can lose the life-breath given by faith” and said the call to the priesthood and the religious life can be sustained all through life with “ formation capable of integrating faith and reason, heart and mind, life and thought… Each vocation to the religious life or to the priesthood is a treasure so precious that those responsible for it should do everything possible to ensure a formation which promotes both fides et ratio – faith and reason, heart and mind.” Lastly the Pope recalled the ardent Marian devotion of Saint Bernard of Clairvaux, who exercised such a compelling and infectious influence on his many young contemporaries called by God: “ Where Mary is, there is the archetype of total self-giving and Christian discipleship. Where Mary is, there is the pentecostal breath of the Holy Spirit; there is new beginning and authentic renewal.” And he concluded asking the Mother of God to intercede for the whole of Austria: “ In the words of Saint Bernard, I invite everyone to become a trusting child before Mary, even as the Son of God did”. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 11/9/2007; righe 69, parole 988)

See the Pope's address in English, German and Italian
http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/pontefici/pontefice.php?id=880
9 September 2007 – Benedict XVI in Austria - Address the Volunteer Associations 
VATICAN - Pope Benedict XVI in Austria – “Volunteer work is a service to human dignity, inasmuch as men and women are created in the image and likeness of God … the volunteer work carried out by children is at times impressive; we need only think of the activity of the Sternsinger at Christmastime” 

Vienna (Agenzia Fides) – “ It is good to meet people who are trying to give a face to the Gospel message in our communities; to see people, young and old, who concretely express in Church and society the love which we, as Christians, must be overwhelmed: the love of God which enables us to see others as our neighbours, our brothers and sisters!”. The Pope's last meeting before leaving Austria was with volunteer associations on Sunday 9 September at the Wiener Konzerthaus.


Citing the different motives behind voluntary work which represents “an occasion for personal growth and for active and responsible participation in the life of society.”, the Pope recalled that “ Frequently it is simply born of a desire to do something meaningful and helpful, and out of a desire for new experiences. Young people rightly and naturally also discover in volunteer work a source of joy, positive experiences and genuine camaraderie in carrying out a worthwhile project alongside others”. Benedict XVI expressed satisfaction for the marked "culture of volunteerism" in Austria, and he thanked “every woman and every man, all the young people and all the children – the volunteer work carried out by children is at times impressive; we need only think of the activity of the Sternsinger at Christmastime; you, dear Archbishop, have already mentioned this. I would also like to express gratitude for the efforts, large and small, which often go unnoticed”. 


“ Love of neighbour is not something that can be delegated; – the Pope continued - . the State and the political order, even with their necessary concern for the provision of social services, – as you, Mr President, have said – cannot take its place. Love of neighbour always demands a voluntary personal commitment, and the State, of course, can and must provide the conditions which make this possible. Thanks to such involvement, assistance maintains a human dimension and does not become depersonalised. Volunteers like yourselves, then, are not “stopgaps” in the social fabric, but people who truly contribute to giving our society a humane and Christian face.”


The Holy Father then said that “Volunteer work is really about the heart of the Christian image of God and man: love of God and love of neighbour” and that “volunteer work reflects gratitude for, and the desire to share with others, the love that we ourselves have received… For all the many different or even contradictory reasons which motivate people to volunteer their services, all are ultimately based on a profound solidarity born of “gratuitousness”. “ It was as a free gift that we received life from our Creator, - Benedict explained - it was as a free gift that we were set free from the blind alley of sin and evil, it was as a free gift that we were given the Spirit with his many gifts… By our commitment to volunteer work, we freely pass on what we ourselves have received. This “inner logic” of gratuitousness goes beyond strict moral obligation.… Without volunteer service, society and the common good could not, cannot and will not endure. A readiness to be at the service of others is something which surpasses the calculus of outlay and return: it shatters the rules of a market economy.”


In his address the Pope underlined that “ Volunteer work is a service to human dignity, inasmuch as men and women are created in the image and likeness of God… Volunteer workers have regard for others; they remind us of the dignity of every human being and they awaken enthusiasm and hope. Volunteer workers are guardians and advocates of human rights and human dignity… In the gaze of others, and particularly of the person who needs our help, we experience the concrete demands of Christian love. Jesus Christ does not teach us a spirituality “of closed eyes”, but one of “alertness”, one which entails an absolute duty to take notice of the needs of others and of situations involving those whom the Gospel tells us are our neighbours. The gaze of Jesus, what “his eyes” teach us, leads to human closeness, solidarity, giving time, sharing our gifts and even our material goods.”


“ Finally, the commandment of love for God and neighbour (cf. Mt 22:37-40; Lk 10:27) reminds us that it is through our love of neighbour that we Christians honour God himself… If Jesus himself is present in the concrete man or woman whom we encounter, then unremunerated service can bring us to an experience of God… To conclude, I would like to mention the power of prayer and its importance for everyone engaged in charitable work. Praying to God sets us free from ideologies or a sense of hopelessness in the face of endless needs.”. 


After the meeting with Volunteer Associations the Pope went to Vienna for the farewell ceremony and then boarded the Austrian Air Lines Airbus for Rome. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 11/9/2007; righe 57, parole 775)

See the Pope's address in German English and Italian

http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/pontefici/pontefice.php?id=881
See the Pope's farewell address in German, English and Italian
http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/pontefici/pontefice.php?id=882
12 September 2007 – General Audience
VATICAN - During his general weekly audience Pope Benedict XVI reports on his recent pastoral visit to Austria: “what we saw was the living, faithful and varied reality of the Catholic Church … a joyful and involving presence of a Church which, like Mary, is called always to "look to Christ" in order to be able to show him and offer him to everyone ”

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) – His recent pastoral visit to Austria was the subject of Pope Benedict XVI's  address at the Wednesday general audience on September 11 in St Peter's Square in the Vatican, which he reached by helicopter from his summer residence in Castel Gandolfo. “The specific reason for the visit– the Pope recalled - was the 850th  anniversary of the Shrine of Mariazell, the most important Marian shine in Austria, very dear also to Hungarian Catholics and visited by pilgrims from other neighbouring countries. It was therefore first and foremost a pilgrimage and the motto was: ‘Look to Christ: let us go to Mary who shows us Jesus.”


 The pastoral visit included meetings with the president of Austria and the Diplomatic Corps: “These are precious opportunities for the Successor of Peter to urge the leaders of nations to support the cause of peace and authentic economic and social development - Pope Benedict XVI  said -. Looking at Europe, I renewed my encouragement to continue to present process of unification on the basis of values inspired by our common Christian heritage. Mariazell is a symbol of the encounter of the peoples of Europe around the Christian faith. How can we forget that Europe is the bearer of a tradition of thought which binds faith, reason and sentiment together? Illustrious philosophers, also independently from the faith, have recognised the central role played by Christianity to preserve modern conscience from nihilistic or fundamentalist drifting.” 


The Pope made his actual pilgrimage to Mariazell on Saturday September 8, the feast of the Nativity of Mary and the Shrine's patronal feast-day: “It gave me great joy to return to that holy place so dear to the peoples of central and eastern Europe as the Successor of Peter. There I admired the exemplary courage of several thousands of pilgrims determined, despite rain and cold, to be present to celebrate the recurrence with immense joy and faith. I reflected on the central theme of my visit: "Look to Christ", a theme chosen by the Bishops of Austria and on which they had carefully dwelt with the people during months nine months of preparation … Looking to Jesus with the eyes of Mary means to encounter God Love, who for us became man and died on the cross.”


In the afternoon of the same day the Holy Father met with the clergy, deacons, men and women religious and seminarians to celebrate Vespers inside the Basilica of Mariazell: “Spiritually united with Mary, we blessed the Lord for the humble dedication of so many men and women who entrust themselves to his mercy and consecrate themselves to God's service. These people, despite their human limits, indeed, precisely with the simplicity and humility of their humanity and following Jesus along the path of poverty, chastity and obedience, strive to offer a reflection of the goodness and beauty of God to others”.


On Sunday 9 September the Pope celebrated a solemn Mass in St Stephen's Cathedral in Vienna. “In my homily –Benedict XVI  recalled  -, I dwelt on the profound meaning and value of Sunday… We too, Christians of two thousand, cannot live without Sunday: a day which gives meaning to work and to rest, actualises the significance of creation and redemption, expresses the value of freedom and service of others … yes Sunday is all this: far more than a precept! If peoples of ancient Christian civilisation abandon this significance and let Sunday become merely the week-end, an occasion for mundane and commercial interests, this means they have decided to renounce their culture.”


At Heiligenkreuz Abbey on Sunday afternoon, meeting the flourishing community of Cistercian Monks the Pope reminded them of the "great teaching of Saint Benedict with regard to the Divine Office, underlining the value of prayer as a service of praise and adoration due to God because of his infinite beauty and goodness… neither can theological study be separated from spiritual life and prayer”.


The last encounter of the journey was with the world of Volunteer Associations. “Volunteer work is not only "doing": it is first of all a way of being which comes from the heart, from an attitude of gratitude for life and a desire to "give back", to share with others the gifts received. In this perspective, I encouraged the culture of volunteer work… Everyone can be a volunteer: even the most needy and disadvantaged person has, without a doubt, much to share with others and to offer as a contribution to building a civilisation of love.”


At the end of his Audience address, Benedict XVI thanked God for allowing him to make the pilgrimage visit to Austria of which the main destination was a Marian Shrine and he concluded: “In Vienna and at Mariazell what we saw was the living, faithful and varied reality of the Catholic Church present at the planned events in such numbers; a joyful and involving presence of a Church which, like Mary, is called always to "look to Christ" in order to be able to show him and offer him to others; a Church, teacher and witness of a generous "yes" to live in its every dimension; a Church which actualises her bi-millennial tradition at the service of a future of peace and authentic social progress for the whole human family.” (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 13/9/2007 – righe 64, parole 893)

See the Pope's teaching in various languages

http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/pontefici/pontefice.php?id=883
15 September 2007 – Audience Poor Clare nuns "Immacolata Concezione" convent in Albano Laziale
VATICAN - Benedict XVI receives Poor Clare Sisters: “The silent commitment of persons like you who strive to put into practice the Gospel ‘sine glossa’ with simplicity and joy, rarely causes a stir in public opinion, but - rest assured - the contribution you offer to the Church's apostolic and missionary activity in the world is truly exceptional ”

Castel Gandolfo (Agenzia Fides) - “This, dear Sisters, is what the Pope expects of you: be burning torches of love, ‘joined hands' that keep watch in unceasing prayer, totally detached from the world, to sustain the ministry of the one Jesus has called to lead his Church. ‘Poor Sisters' who, following the example of Saint Francis and Saint Catherine, observe ‘the holy Gospel of Our Lord Jesus Christ, living in obedience, owning nothing and in chastity’.” This was the recommendation made by the Holy Father Pope Benedict XVI  to a community of Poor Clare Sisters of the Immacolata Concezione Convent in Albano Laziale, whom he received in audience on Saturday 15 September at the Palazzo Apostolico at Castel Gandolfo.
The Holy Father said:  The silent commitment of persons like you who strive to put into practice the Gospel ‘sine glossa’ with simplicity and joy, rarely causes a stir in public opinion, but - rest assured - the contribution you offer to the Church's apostolic and missionary activity in the world is truly exceptional, and God will continue to bless you with the gift of many vocations as He has done so far.”
The community has its Convent on the land of the Ville Pontificie, and the Pope thanked the nuns “for offering daily support of prayer and for intense spiritual participation in the mission of the Shepherd of the universal Church”. “In the silence of the cloister and in the total and exclusive gift of yourselves to Christ according to the Franciscan charisma, you render the Church a precious service”.
Tracing the history of the Convent, Benedict XVI recalled that many of his Predecessors, during encounters with the Fraternity of the Poor Clares, underlined “the importance of your testimony as contemplative nuns”. The Pope entrusted the Sisters to the intercession of Saint Francis, Saint Clare and many saints of their Order that they may  "persevere faithfully to the end " in their vocation. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 15/9/2007; righe 24, parole 306)

See the Pope's address in Italian
http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/pontefici/pontefice.php?id=884
16 September 2007 – Angelus

VATICAN - Pope Benedict XVI's Angelus reflection: “God does not want to lose even one of his children and his soul overflows with joy when a sinner repents … in our day humanity needs powerful proclamation and witness of God's mercy”

Castel Gandolfo (Agenzia Fides) – The readings of the 24th Sunday in Ordinary Time includes the passage of Saint Luke's Gospel on the three parables on divine mercy: the lost sheep, the lost coin and the merciful Father or the prodigal son. “It is moving to think that all over the world wherever Catholics gather for Sunday Mass today there resounds this Good News of truth and salvation: God is merciful Love” the Holy Father Pope Benedict said in his reflection before the Angelus prayer  with visitors in the courtyard of his Summer residence Castel Gandolfo, on Sunday 16 September. “In this Gospel passage we can also hear the voice of Jesus revealing to us the face of His and our Father– the Pope continued -. In fact it was for this that He came into the world: to speak to us of the Father, to make Him known to us, lost sons and daughters and to rekindle in our hearts joy for belonging to Him, hope of being forgiven and restored to our full dignity and desire to live for ever in his house which is also ours.”


The Holy Father explained what Jesus wished to teach with these parables: “ God does not want to lose even one of his children and his soul overflows with joy when a sinner repents. Authentic religion consists then in tune with this Heart ‘rich in mercy, who asks us to love everyone, even those who are distant, and even our enemies, imitating the heavenly Father who respects the freedom of each and draws all to Him with the invincible  power of his fidelity. This is the path that Jesus shows to those who wish to be his disciples”. Pope Benedict XVI  continued “ in our day humanity needs powerful proclamation and witness of God's mercy”, and he mentioned Pope John Paul II “great apostle of Divine Mercy”. Besides dedicating his second encyclical to the Father of mercies, “throughout his pontificate he was a missionary of God's love for all peoples” and  “following the tragic events of 11 September 2001, which darkened the dawn of the third millennium, he urged Christians and all men and women of good will to believe that the Mercy of God is stronger than any evil and that only in the Cross of Christ can the world find salvation”. 


After the Angelus prayer the Pope mentioned holy men and women who are being beatified in various countries in these days, and held up as examples for all the faithful: Fr. Stanislao Papczyński, founder of the Congregation of Marian Clerics; Sister Maria Celina of the Presentation of the Blessed Virgin Mary, nun of the Second Order of St Francis; Fr. Basilio Antonio Maria Moreau, founder of the Congregation of the Holy Cross. “To the intercession of these persons declared Blessed I entrust especially their spiritual sons and daughters – said Benedict XVI -, that they may follow with ardour their shining example as prophets of God, the Lord of every life.”

Recalling the 20th anniversary of the Protocol of Montreal on substances which impoverish the ozone causing serious damage to the human being and the ecosystem, the Pope highlighted important results already obtained, expressing the wish that “on all sides cooperation may be intensified in order to promote the common good, development and protection of creation, strengthening the alliance between man and the environment which should be the reflection of the creating love of God, from whom we come and to whom we are returning”. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 17/9/2007 – righe 39, parole 572)

See the Pope's address in different languages

http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/pontefici/pontefice.php?id=885
17 September 2007 – Message for  10th Catholic and Orthodox Inter-Christian Symposium

VATICAN - “Ecumenical cooperation in the area of the university helps maintain tension towards the desired communion among all Christians”: Pope Benedict XVI  addresses Message to  10th Catholic-Orthodox Inter-Christian Symposium 

Castel Gandolfo (Agenzia Fides) - “Ecumenical cooperation in the area of university helps maintain tension towards the desired communion among all Christians. In this regard the Second Vatican Council saw in this field an opportunity to involve the whole People of God in the quest for full unity.” These words are part of the Message addressed by the Holy Father Pope Benedict XVI  to   Cardinal Walter Kasper, president of the Pontifical Council for the Promotion of Christian Unity, on the occasion of the 10th Inter-Christian Symposium organised by the Institute of Franciscan Spirituality at the Pontifical Antonianum University and the Faculty of Theology of Aristotle University in Thessalonic, taking place in Tinos, Greece, 16 - 19 September.

Recalling the theme of this 10th Symposium - "Saint John Chrysostom a bridge between East and West- the Holy Father writes “this illustrious Father of the Church” is venerated in the East and in the West as “a courageous, illuminated and faithful preacher of the Word of God, upon which he founded his pastoral action; an outstanding expert in hermeneutics and homilies… Because of his courageous and faithful witness to the Gospel he suffered persecution and exile ”. On 1 May 1626 his body was entered in St Peter's Basilica and on 27 November 2004 Pope John Paul II he made of gift of part of the relics to His Holiness Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew I, “so that in St Peter's and in the Church of Saint George at al Fanar this great Father of the Church is venerated”.

The Message continues: “Reflection during your Symposium…will help sustain and corroborate the existing real if imperfect communion between Catholics and Orthodox Christians, that we may reach that fullness which will enable us one day to celebrate the same Eucharist. And it is precisely to that blessed day that we all look with hope as we promote providential initiatives such as this.”

Benedict XVI concluded invoking God's abundant blessings on all the participants and sending “fraternal greetings to the Orthodox and Catholic faithful of Greece and especially to the Archbishop of Athens and All Greece His Beatitude Christodoulos, wishing him a swift recovery of good health and return to his pastoral service”. (S.L.) 

See the Pope's message in Italian

http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/pontefici/pontefice.php?id=886
17 September 2007 – Audience with officials and co-workers at the Pontifical Council for Justice and Peace on the 5th anniversary of the death of Cardinal François-Xavier Nguyên Van Thuân
VATICAN - The Holy Father, Pope Benedict XVI remembers the “bright witness of faith” left by the heroic 'Bishop' Cardinal Van Thuân

Castel Gandolfo (Agenzia Fides) - “Five years have passed but the noble figure of this faithful servant of the Lord lives on in the minds and hearts of all who knew him. I too cherish many personal memories of the meetings I had with him during the years of his service here in the Roman Curia.” With these words Pope Benedict XVI  began his address to officials and co-workers of the Pontifical Council for Justice and Peace, on the occasion of the fifth anniversary of the death of Cardinal François-Xavier Nguyên Van Thuân received in audience this morning at his Summer Residence in Castel Gandolfo.

“I willingly take the opportunity once again to highlight the shining witness of faith which this heroic Bishop bequeathed to us- the Pope said -. How can we forget the outstanding features of his simple, ready cordiality? How can we not shine light on his conversational skill and his ability to make himself close to everyone? We recall him with deep admiration while we remember the great visions full of hope that inspired him and that he was able to present easily and engagingly: his fervent dedication to disseminating the social doctrine of the Church among the world's poor; his longing for evangelisation in Asia, his Continent; his ability to coordinate activities of charity and human promotion which he encouraged and supported in the most remote places of the earth.”

The Pope underlined that Cardinal Van Thuân was a man of hope. He lived on hope and spread it among those he met. It was thanks to this spiritual energy that he was able to withstand all the physical and moral difficulties”. Benedict XVI said he received  “with great joy the news that the Cause of Beatification of this unique prophet of Christian hope is being initiated. As we entrust this chosen soul to the Lord, let us pray that his example may be an effective lesson for us”. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 17/9/2007; righe 22, parole 326)
See the Pope address in Italian

http://www.evangelizatio.org/
19 September 2007 – General Audience

VATICAN - Benedict XVI recalls unfading value of the thought of Saint John Chrysostom, irresistibly impelled to preach the Gospel: “The missionary ideal threw him, heart of fire, into pastoral care”

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) - “The year is the sixteenth centenary of the death of Saint John Chrysostom (407-2007). John of Antioch, also called Chrysostom or ‘Golden mouth' because of his eloquence,  can be said to be still alive today because of his writings.” With these words the Holy Father Pope Benedict XVI began his catechesis on Wednesday 19 September in St Peter's Square addressing thousands of people who had come for the weekly Audience with the Pope. The Holy Father arrived in the Vatican by helicopter from his Summer residence in Castel Gandolfo. 

Retracing the life of John of Antioch, the Pope recalled that he was born around the year 349 in Antioch of Syria (today Antakya, in southern Turkey), where he exercised his priestly ministry for about eleven years until 397 when he was appointed Bishop of Constantinople. He was sent twice into exile between the years 403 and 407. His father died when he was very young and from his mother he acquired “outstanding human sensitivity and profound Christian faith”. He frequented courses in philosophy and rhetoric and became one of the greater orators of late ancient Greece. Baptised in 368 and formed for the ecclesiastic life by Bishop Melezio, from 367 to 372, with a group of other young men some of whom were later appointed bishops he frequented a sort of seminary in Antioch where he learned historical-literal exegesis. He then withdrew among the hermits on nearby Mt Silpio for four years and for another two years lived alone in a cave. “In that period he dedicated himself entirely to meditating ‘the laws of Christ', the Gospels and especially the Letters of Paul” the Holy Father said. When he fell ill John returned to the Christian community in Antioch where he fulfilled his true vocation as a shepherd of souls: “Familiarity with the Word of God, cultivated during his years as a hermit, left him with an irresistible desire to preach the Gospel, to give to others what he had received in those years of meditation. Thus the missionary ideal threw him, his heart on fire, into pastoral”. 

“Deacon in 381 and priest in 386, he became a famous preacher in the churches of his city. He gave homilies against the Aryans, followed by those which commemorated the martyrs of Antioch and others on the principal liturgical feasts” the Pope said. In 387 to protest against rising taxes the people smashed all imperial statues and in those days he gave his 22 vigorous “Homilies on the Statues" finalised to repentance and conversion. Chrysostom is one of the most prolific Apostolic Fathers: 17 treaties, more than 700 authentic homilies, comments on Matthew and Paul (Letters to the Romans, Corinthians, Ephesians and Jews), and 241 letters have come down to us.

In an epoch marked by theological controversies due mainly to Aryanism, John Chrysostom is “a reliable witness of the dogmatic development reached by the Church in the 4th and 5th centuries - the Pope said in his address -. His is a typical pastoral theology, in which there is a constant concern for consistence between thought expressed by word and existential living … His interventions always aimed to develop in the faithful the exercise of intelligence, true reason, in order to understand and put into practice the moral and spiritual demands of the faith.”

In his pastoral concern John Chrysostom sought through his writings to accompany the integral development of the person, “in the physical, intellectual and religious dimension”. He usually preached “during the Liturgy, the ‘place’ where the community builds itself up with the Word and the Eucharist… His pastoral project was inserted into the life of the Church, in which the lay faithful with Baptism assume the priestly, royal and prophetic office … From this flow the fundamental duty of mission, because we each to some measure are responsible for the salvation of others … all this between two poles: the great Church and the ‘small Church', the  family in reciprocal relation.” The Holy Father concluded by stressing that “this lesson of John Chrysostom on authentic Christian presence of the lay faithful in the family and in society, is more than ever relevant still today”. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 20/9/2007 - righe 47, parole 669)

See the Pope's address in various languages

http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/pontefici/pontefice.php?id=888
20 September 2007 – Audience with the Catholic Bishops of  Benin in visita ad limina 
VATICAN - Pope Benedict XVI addresses the Bishops of Benin on ad limina visit: “Do not be afraid to propose the radical newness of the life brought by Christ and offered to enable every man and every women to fulfil their integral vocation!”

Castel Gandolfo (Fides Service) – “In recent years you have shown great courage worthy of the Gospel in guiding the people of God through the numerous difficulties experienced by your society, demonstrating in this way you pastoral interest for the important issues the country has faced particularly in the field of justice and human rights. In all these situations you never tired of proposing the Church's teaching based on the Gospel, instilling in this way hope in the hearts of your people and helping to maintain national unity and harmony.” The Holy Father Pope Benedict XVI said this in his address to the Catholic Bishops of Benin on ad limina visit received in audience at the Summer Residence in Castel Gandolfo Thursday 20 September. 


To respond to present day challenges the Pope urged the African Bishops to develop “an authentic spirituality of communion”, to be lived among themselves first of all, “so as to find therein energy and support for their ministry ” since this spirituality “fosters missionary dynamism”, it should be lived also with one's priests, helping “them to fully assume their priestly ministry”. Benedict XVI said he wished to encourage  priests to maintain “balance which gives an intense spiritual life the place it deserves, to believe and to intensify the relationship of friendship with Christ in order to serve generously the part of the people of God entrusted to their care, as well as the announcement of the Kingdom of God to everyone. This is render the Gospel concretely present in society.”


Since the influence of local traditions is still very present in social life in Benin, the Pope reminded the Bishops that “the best aspects must be encouraged” while “it is necessary to reject manifestations which are harmful, cause fear and exclude others”. To reach this objective what is important is sound Christian formation to help the faithful compare the faith with traditional  beliefs  and teach them to pray with confidence, “in order to remain always close to Christ” and at times of bewilderment find support in the Christian communities. In this task the Bishops are helped by the work of catechists. The Pope said he is aware of the dedication of catechists, “expressing the Church's gratitude for their efforts in this service”. He mentioned also institutes of consecrated life “which offer a contribution to missionary activity ”, and Benedict XVI said he hoped “men and women religious would always keep their hearts and eyes set on the Lord Jesus so that, in their works and total gift of self, they communicate to everyone God's love poured out to them in their lives”. He also recalled the in the service to the needy without distinction, God and Christ must never be neglected, “it is important to announce, without however imposing the faith of the Church… I call on members of contemplative communities to be with their hidden presence an permanent call to all Christians to seek untiringly the face of God and to thank Him for all his gifts”.


Dwelling on liturgical celebrations, “fervent and lively … eloquent testimony of the faith”, the Pope stressed the importance of “full, active and fruitful” on the part of the faithful. “To foster participation it is legitimate to have recourse to certain adequate adaptations in keeping with the different cultural contexts, while respecting the norms set by the Church. However to ensure the cultural elements incompatible with the Christian faith or actions which lead to confusion are not introduced in the liturgy, sound liturgical formation must be guaranteed for seminarians and priests”.  


The Holy Father then praised the Bishops for intervening on several occasions to defend the values of the family and respect for life, encouraging them to “continue this commitment which renders a service to the whole of society”. He congratulated them for efforts to guarantee formation for young people and praised the work of those who promote human and religious formation, especially through Catholic teaching. In this context he stressed the necessity of serious preparation for the sacrament of matrimony and for care for families especially in times of difficulty.


“I wish to express my satisfaction that generally relations between Christians and Muslims are lived in at atmosphere of reciprocal understanding – said Benedict XVI in the last part of his address -. To prevent any form of intolerance from developing or any violence, it is opportune to encourage sincere dialogue founded on ever more authentic reciprocal knowledge, especially by means of respectful human relations, consensus on the values of life and reciprocal cooperation in everything which promotes the common good. This sort of dialogue demands preparation of competent persons able to promote knowledge and understanding of the religious values we have in common and to respect differences in all fairness”


The Holy Father concluded by encouraging the Bishops and their mission to serve the People of God in Benin: “Do not be afraid to propose the radical newness of the life brought by Christ and offered to enable every man and every women to fulfil their integral vocation!” (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 21/9/2007; righe 63, parole 868)

See the Pope's address in French

http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/pontefici/pontefice.php?id=889
22 September 2007 – Audience to participants at Meeting for recently appointed Bishops 

VATICAN “Today, in a the ministry of the bishop, organisation aspects are absorbing, commitments are many, and so are necessities, however in the life of a successor of the Apostles first place must be given to God ”: Benedict XVI encourages recently ordained Bishops

Castel Gandolfo (Agenzia Fides) –“The apostolic and pastoral character of the bishop's prayer” was the theme on which the Holy Father Pope Benedict XVI dwelt in his address to recently ordained bishops received in audience at his Summer Residence in on Saturday 22 September. The bishops are attending a meeting in Rome organised by the Congregation for Bishops. “This experience – the Pope said -, besides encouraging reflection on the responsibilities and duties of a bishop, will enable you to increase in your souls awareness that you are not alone as you lead the Church of God, but that, besides the support of God's grace, you have the support of the Pope and your Brother bishops.”


One of the commitments the bishop assumes at ordination is to "persevere in prayer to Almighty God for the good of his holy people", Benedict XVI recalled. “Like the Apostles, we too, my dear Brother Bishops, as their successors, are called first and foremost to be with Christ, to learn to know Him more profoundly and to share in his ministry of love and his relationship of total trust with the Father. A bishop, like and more than all the faithful, is called to grow in a filial spirit of towards God, learning from Jesus himself His own attitudes of confidence, trust, fidelity in his relationship with the Father.”


The Holy Father went on to say that “the Apostles were well aware that listening in prayer and announcement of the things heard, should take first place over the many things to be done” and he underlined that this apostolic programme is always relevant: “Today, in the ministry of the bishop, organisation aspects are absorbing, commitment are many, and so are necessities, however in the life of a successor of the Apostles first place must be given to God. Especially in this way we help our faithful”. 


Benedict XVI recalled his Encyclical Deus caritas est , in which he affirms that through prayer a bishop becomes sensitive to the needs of others and merciful towards all since “prayer educates to love and opens the heart to welcome with pastoral charity all those who turn to the bishop”. The Pope then encouraged the bishops to pray especially for their priests, “that they may persevere in their vocation and be faithful to the priestly mission  entrusted to them”, and to pray for vocations “for which it is necessary to ask God with insistence”. The bishop must also be an animator of prayer in society, often hectic and forgetful of God, promoting “places and occasions for prayer where in silence and in listening to God,  through lectio divina, in personal and community prayer people can encounter God and have a living experience of Jesus Christ”. A bishop must strive to ensure that parishes and shrines, places of education and places of suffering, families themselves become places of communion with the Lord. “I would especially encourage you to make the cathedral an exemplary house of prayer, above all liturgical prayer, where the diocesan community gathered with the bishop may praise and thank God for His work of salvation and may intercede for all men and women”. 


Pope Benedict XVI concluded : “My dear Brother Bishops, be men of prayer!... When you turn to God for yourselves and for your faithful, do so with the trust of a child, the boldness of a friend, the perseverance of Abraham, tireless in his intercession. Like Moses raise your hands to heaven while your faithful fight the good battle of the faith. Like Mary, may you praise God every day for the salvation He works in the Church and in the world, convinced that nothing is impossible to God ”. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 24/9/2007; righe 43, parole 606)

See the Pope's address in Italian

http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/pontefici/pontefice.php?id=890
23 September 2007 – Homily at Mass celebrated at Velletri

VATICAN - Benedict XVI's pastoral visit to Velletri: “This is our common mission: to be leaven of hope and peace because we believe in love. Love makes the Church live and since love is eternal it will make her live until the end of time”

Velletri (Agenzia Fides) – “I happy to be back here with you… I  have returned with joy to meet your diocesan community for several years in a singular way my own and which will always be dear to my heart”. These were the first moving words pronounced by the Holy Father Pope Benedict XVI  at the beginning of homily during the Eucharistic Concelebration he presided on Sunday 23 September at Velletri a diocese of which he was titular Cardinal from 1993 until his election to the Pontificate.



Dwelling on the theme which marked the diocese's intense preparation for this encounter with the Pope - a verse from the First Letter of John: "We ourselves have known and put our faith in the love God has for us" (4,16) – Benedict XVI underlined: “We believed in this love: this is the essence of Christianity. Therefore today's liturgical gathering cannot fail to focus on the essential truth, on God's love which impresses totally new direction and value on human existence. Love is the essence of Christianity, it renders the individual Christian believer and the community ferment of hope and peace in every environment, and especially attentive to the needs of the poor and the needy. And this is our common mission: we leaven of hope and peace because we believe in love. Love makes the Church live and since love is eternal it makes her live forever until the end of time.”



The Holy Father then commented the Sunday Gospel in which St Luke narrates the parable of the dishonest administrator (cfr LK 16,1-13), with which the Lord Jesus warns Christians about their attitude to money and the goods of this world. “Life is truly always a decision: between honesty and dishonesty, fidelity and infidelity, egoism and altruism, good and evil” said Benedict XVI. “It is necessary therefore to make a fundamental choice between God and mammon, it is necessary to choose  between the logic of profit as ultimate criteria for our deeds and the logic of sharing and solidarity. The logic of profit,  if prevailing, increases the disproportion between rich and poor and ruinous exploitation of the planet. When instead the logic of sharing and solidarity prevails, it is possible to correct the route and direct it towards development which is fair and sustainable. Basically it is a question of choosing between egoism and love, justice and dishonesty, basically between God and Satan. If we consider love for Christ and others not something superficial or accessory, but instead as the ultimate purpose of our whole life, then we must know how to make fundamental decisions, be ready for radical renunciation, if necessary even martyrdom. Today as in the past, the life of the Christian requires the courage to row against the current, to love as Jesus who went as far as to sacrifice himself on the cross.”


Commenting the other two readings of the Mass the Pontiff underlined that Christians must totally reject “selfish quest for profit in every possible way which turns into thirst for making money, contempt for the poor and exploitation of their situation for one's own advantage”. Christians must open their hearts with authentic generosity “expressed in sincere love for all and manifested in prayer”. After stressing the importance of prayer, the indispensable “spiritual contribution to the building up of an ecclesial Community faithful to Christ and the construction of a society of more justice and solidarity”, the Pope concluded with a prayer: “May Mary free us from greed for riches, and help us to lift up free and pure hands and render glory to God with our whole life!”


At the end of the Mass the Holy Father blessed a copy of a bronze pillar presented to him as a present for his 80th birthday during his apostolic visit to Germany, and which he in turn donated to the diocese of Velletri-Segni. The original stands in the town where the Pope was born Marktl am Inn, in Bavaria. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 24/9/2007, righe 44, parole 662)

See the Pope's homily in Italian

http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/pontefici/pontefice.php?id=892
23 September 2007 – Angelus

VATICAN - Benedict XVI at the Angelus : “The emergencies of hunger and pollution denounce with growing evidence that the logic of profit,  if prevailing, increases the disproportion between rich and poor and a ruinous exploitation of the planet”

Castel Gandolfo (Agenzia Fides) – “The emergencies of hunger and pollution denounce with growing evidence that the logic of profit,  if prevailing, increases the disproportion between rich and poor and ruinous exploitation of the planet. When instead the logic of sharing and solidarity prevails, it is possible to correct the route and direct it towards development which is fair and sustainable.” With these words Pope Benedict XVI introduced the midday Angelus prayer on Sunday 23 September at his Summer residence in Castel Gandolfo, to which he had just returned after a pastoral visit to the diocese of Velletri. The Holy Father continued his reflection on the proper use of earthly goods following the theme proposed by St Luke the Evangelist over the past few Sundays.     


“When He tells the parable of a dishonest but very astute administrator – the Pope said - , Christ teaches his disciples the best way of using money and material riches, that is to share them with the poor and to win their friendship in view of the Kingdom of heaven... Money in itself is not ‘dishonest’ but more than anything else it can close a person in blind selfishness. It is then a matter of operating a sort of ‘conversion’ of economic goods: instead of using them only for one's own interests, it is necessary to think also of the needs of the poor”. After underlining that “Christ enriched us not with his riches but with his poverty, in other words with his love which led him to give his total self to us”, Benedict XVI recalled the confrontation in the world between the economic logic economic of profit and that of an equal distribution of goods and he said “they do not contradict one another, as long as their relation is well ordered”. Catholic Social Doctrine teaches that “a fair distribution of goods is a priority. Profit is legitimate and, in the right measure, necessary for economic growth”. In this regard the Holy Father cited Pope John Paul II who wrote in his Centesimus annus Encyclical “capitalism should not be considered the only valid system of economic organisation (cfr n.35)”. Lastly Pope Benedict XVI asked for the intercession of the Our Lady Help of Christians (feast day 24 September) “may Mary help Christians to use earthly goods with Gospel wisdom and generous solidarity and inspire governments and economists farsighted strategies which promote authentic progress for all peoples”.

After reciting the Angelus with a few thousand visitors gathered in the courtyard of his Residence the Pope greeted participants at the First World Meeting for Rom priests, deacons and religious organised by the Pontifical Council for Migrants and Itinerants on the theme "With Christ at the service of the Gypsy People". He also mentioned a campaign to promote literacy in Italy, launched by the Società di San Vincenzo de Paoli, describing illiteracy as a “serious social problem which still affects many people in various regions of the world ”. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 24/9/2007 – righe 33, parole 472)See the Pope's address

http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/pontefici/pontefice.php?id=891
26 September 2007 – General Audience

VATICAN - Benedict XVI at his general audience continues his teaching on Saint John Chrysostom: “Despite his sufferings, Chrysostom reaffirmed the discovery that God loves each of us with infinite love, and therefore wishes all to be saved ”
Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) – During his general audience on Wednesday 26 September, continuing his cycle of catechesis on the Apostolic Fathers, Pope Benedict XVI dwelt on the figure of St John Chrysostom, and in particular, on the second part of his life. Appointed Bishop of Constantinople, the capital city of the Roman Empire of the East, in the year 397, from the beginning John Chrysostom planned to reform his Church: “the austerity of the Bishop's residence was to be an example for all… a careful administrator, he succeeded in creating highly appreciated charity institutes… as a true Shepherd, his attitude towards everyone was cordial and paternal. He spoke especially kindly to women and showed great support for marriage and the family. He urged the faithful to take part in liturgical life which he rendered splendid and enthralling with genial creativity”.


The Holy Father then recalled that for John Chrysostom, “despite his kind heart, life was not easy”, and  he “often found himself involved in political questions and intrigues”. False accusations, defamation and calumny led to his being deposed during a Synod organised by Patriarch Theophilus in 403, and a consequent first brief period of exile. “When he returned, hostility towards him, triggered by a protest against festivities in honour of the empress – which the Bishop considered luxurious pagan festivals –, and the sending away of priests charged with performing Baptisms during the Easter Vigil of 404, marked the beginning of persecution of John Chrysostom and his followers” the Holy Father recalled.


In the year 406 he was exiled again to Armenia. Pope Innocent I was convinced of his innocence but was powerless to help him. “His condemnation to exile was a condemnation to death” said Pope Benedict XVI recalling the numerous letters written in exile, “in which John expressed his pastoral concern with sentiments of participation and suffering for his persecuted followers”. John died in Comana in Ponto, on 14 September 407, the feast of the Exaltation of the Cross. He was rehabilitated in 438 under Theodosius II. Blessed John XXIII proclaimed him the patron saint of Vatican II.


John Chrysostom is referred to as  “a second Paul, a doctor of the Universe”, in him “there exists substantial unity of thought and action” the Pope said. Meditating on God's work of creation, “Chrysostom wishes to draw the faithful from creation back to the Creator… He shows us the beauty of creation and how God shines through his creation, which becomes almost like a ladder to ascend to God, to know him”. But since we are feeble in our ‘ascent’, “God becomes the God of condescendence, who sends fallen and estranged man a letter, Sacred Scripture, so creation and Scripture complement one another. In the light of Scripture, the letter God has given to us, we are able to decipher creation… God not only sends us a letter: in the end, he himself descends, he takes on human flesh and becomes truly ‘God with us, our brother, even to death on the Cross. And to these three steps … a fourth is added. Within the life and deeds of the Christian, the vital and dynamic principle  is the Holy Spirit (Pneuma), who transforms the reality of the world. God enters our very being through the Holy Spirit and transforms us from the depths of our heart.” 


In his comment on the Acts of the Apostles, John proposes the example of the early Church to “give the city a Christian soul and a face”. “The old idea of the Greek ‘polis’ is replaced by a new idea of the city inspired by the Christian faith. Chrysostom like Paul sustained the primate of the individual Christian, the person as such, including the slave and the poor man”. At the end of his life, from exile in a remote part of Armenia, John - the Holy Father recalled - John returned to a theme he held dear, the plan that God pursues for humanity: “Although we cannot decipher the details of personal and collective history, we know that God's plan is always inspired by his love. Thus, despite his sufferings, Chrysostom reaffirmed the discovery that God loves each of us with infinite love, and therefore wishes all to be saved. For his part, never sparing himself all through his life the holy Bishop cooperated generously for this salvation”. Greeting visitors in Italian the Pope mentioned student priest from mission lands in Rome for further studies and resident at the Pontifical Colleges of Saint Peter and Saint Paul, and he said he wished their studies would be “happy and profitable”. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 27/9/2007 – righe 52, parole 737)

See the Pope's address in various languages

http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/pontefici/pontefice.php?id=893
29 September 2007 –Papal Mass with Ordination of new Bishops 

VATICAN - “Bishops should be men of God, they should live oriented towards God. The Bishop must be a man of prayer, one who intercedes for all men and women” in St Peter's the Holy Father encourages newly ordained Bishops 

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) – On the feast day of the Archangels Michael, Gabriel and Raphael, on Saturday 29th September Pope Benedict XVI presided Mass in St Peter's during which he ordained six new bishops: Mgr Mieczysław Mokrzycki, Mgr Francesco Brugnaro, Mgr Gianfranco Ravasi, Mgr Tommaso Caputo, Mgr Sergio Pagano, Mgr Vincenzo Di Mauro.



In his homily the Pope mentioned that it was the feast-day of the three Archangels and the fact that in the early Church “bishops were referred to as the ‘angels’ of their Churches, expressing in this way the resemblance between the bishop's ministry and the Angel's mission”. According to Sacred Scripture and Church tradition, “an angel is a creature who stands before God, who is oriented with his whole being towards God … Their true nature is the to exist through Him and for Him. This explains the il second aspect which characterises the angels: they are God's messengers. They carry God to mankind, they open heaven and in doing so open the earth. Precisely because they are close to God, they can be close to man”.  The Pope underlined that “bishops should be men of God, they should live oriented towards God … the bishop must be a man of prayer, one who intercedes for humanity. The more he does this, the better he understands the people entrusted to his care and becomes for them an angel,– God's messenger, who helps them find their true nature, find themselves and live the idea that God has for them.”


Benedict XVI then outlined  the figures of the three Archangels and their tasks, putting the latter in relation to the duties of the bishop. Michael “defends the cause of the unicity of God against the presumption of the Dragon, the ‘ancient serpent', as Saint John says. The serpent strives continually to make men believe that God must disappear so they can become great; that God is an obstacle to our freedom and so we must put Him to one side … those who accuse God, accuse man. Faith in God defends man in all his weaknesses and inability: God's brightness shines on every person. It is the task of the bishop, as a man of God, to make room for God in the world against all negation and in this way to defend the greatness of man”. The Pope urged the new bishops to truly be: “‘guardian angels' of the Churches entrusted to you! Help the people of God, whom you must precede on its pilgrimage, to find joy in the faith and to learn to discern spirits: to welcome good and reject evil, to remain and by virtue of the hope of the faith to grow as persons who love in communion with God-Love.


The Archangel Gabriel is the messenger of the Incarnation of God. “He knocks at Mary's door and through him God asks Mary for her "consent" to his proposal to be the Mother of the Redeemer– said Pope Benedict -. Again and again the Lord knocks at the door of every human heart … the Lord stands at the door, at the door of the world and the door of every hear. He knocks and be invited to enter: God's incarnation, his taking on human flesh, must continue to the end of time… Christ knocks. Still today he needs people who, so to say, make their flesh available to him, offer him the matter of the world and life, fostering in this way unification of God and the world, reconciliation of the universe. Dear friends, your task is to knock in Christ's name on the hearts of men and women. By entering in union with Christ yourselves, you can assume to task of Gabriel: carry Christ's call to mankind.”


The Archangel Raphael is entrusted with the task of healing. “When Jesus sends his disciples on mission, the task of announcing the Gospel is always accompanied by the task of healing… Announcing the Gospel, means healing already in itself, since man needs above all the truth and love”. In the Book of Toby Archangel Raphael “heals communion between man and women which has been broken” and  “he heals blind eyes”. “So, spontaneously – the Pope said - we think of the Sacrament of Reconciliation, the Sacrament of Penance which, in the most profound sense of the word, is a sacrament of healing. The real wound of the soul and in fact, the reason for all other wounds, is sin. And only if there exists forgiveness by virtue of the power of God, by virtue of the power of Christ's love, can we be healed, can we be redeemed.”


The Holy Father ended his homily recalling Jesus' words in the day's Gospel -  "Remain in my love" – and addressing the new bishops he said: “Remain in His love! Remain in that friendship of love which he offers you again at this moment! Then your life will bear fruit, fruit which will remain”. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 1/10/2007 – righe 52, parole 801)

See the Pope's homily in Italian
http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/pontefici/pontefice.php?id=899
30 September 2007 - Angelus

VATICAN - The Pope at the Angelus: “Those forgotten by everyone are never forgotten by God; those worth nothing in the eyes of man, are precious in the eyes of the Lord”. A call to pray for Myanmar and Korea

Castel Gandolfo (Agenzia Fides) – During the last of his Summer Angelus reflections at Castel Gandolfo, before returning to the Vatican, Pope Benedict XVI, stressed the importance to make generous use of the gifts of the earth. The Gospel on 30th September 26th Sunday in Ordinary Time was in fact the parable of the rich man and poor Lazarus (Lk 16,19-31). The Pope said: “The rich man personifies the evil use of riches on the part of those who use them for selfish, unleashed luxury thinking only of satisfying themselves, with no thought at all for the beggar at their doorstep. The poor man, on the contrary, represents the person for whom only God cares… those forgotten by everyone, God does not forget; those worth nothing in the eyes of humanity, are precious in the eyes of the Lord”. In fact the Gospel tells how Lazarus, after  his death, is welcomed to eternal beatitude but the rich man "ends up in the torments of hell". 


Reading this Gospel in a social key and in keeping with the encyclical of Pope Paul VI “Populorum Progressio”, the Holy Father recalled numerous situations of extreme poverty caused partly by "bondage coming from men" and a " nature insufficiently mastered". “How can we fail to think at this moment – Benedict XVI continued -, especially of sub-Saharan countries, affected in the past few days by serious floods? But we cannot forget so many other situations of humanitarian emergencies in different regions of the planet, where conflict for political and economic power worsen already serious situations of environmental discomfort. The appeal launched by Paul VI: ‘The peoples of hunger are a dramatic challenge to the peoples of opulence’, maintains all its urgency today.”  

The Pope "May the Blessed Virgin Mary intercede that we may be more aware of brothers and sisters in need, and share with them the little or lot that we have, and beginning with ourselves, start to spread the logic and style of authentic solidarity.” After the Marian prayer Pope Benedict XVI  asked people to pray for Myanmar and for Korea and he said: “I watch with trepidation the grave events in Myanmar and wish to express my spiritual closeness to those dear people at this time of hard trial. While I assure my sympathy and intense prayer and call the whole Church to do the same, I sincerely hope a peaceful solution will be found for the good of the nation. I also recommend to your prayers the situation in the peninsula of Korea where major developments in dialogue between the two Koreas are a sign of hope that the present efforts for reconciliation may be consolidated for the good of the Korean people and for stability and peace in the entire region.” (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 1/10/2007 – righe 32, parole 457)

See the Pope's address in various languages
http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/pontefici/pontefice.php?id=900
VERBA PONTIFICIS 

abortion and biological testament

“It is to be feared that at some point the gravely ill or elderly will be subjected to tacit or even explicit pressure to request death or to administer it to themselves. The proper response to end-of-life suffering is loving care and accompaniment on the journey towards death – especially with the help of palliative care – and not “actively assisted death””. (7/9/2007, address to  President of Austria) 

environment 

“Protection of the Environment protection, promotion of sustainable development and particular concern for climate change are issues of great importance for the whole human family. No nation or industrial section can ignore the moral implications present in all economic and social development”. (8/9/2007, Message to Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew I on occasion of the 7th Symposium "Religion, Science and the Environment") 
longings of the heart

“The Church of the Gentiles was made possible, because both in the Mediterranean area and in those parts of Asia to which the messengers of Jesus travelled, there were expectant people who were not satisfied by what everyone around them was doing and thinking, but who were seeking the star which could show them the way towards Truth itself, towards the living God. (8/9/2007, himily Mariazell) 

prisoners

“Prisoners easily can be overwhelmed by feelings of isolation, shame and rejection that threaten to shatter their hopes and aspirations for the future. Within this context, chaplains and their collaborators are called to be heralds of God’s infinite compassion and forgiveness”. (6/9/2007, audience to participants at 12th  World Congress of the International Commission of Catholic Prison Pastoral Care) 

chastity

“Consequently, by the vow of celibate chastity we do not consecrate ourselves to individualism or a life of isolation; instead, we solemnly promise to put completely and unreservedly at the service of God’s Kingdom – and thus at the service of others - the deep relationships of which we are capable and which we receive as a gift.”. (8/9/2007, homily vespers Mariazell) 

culture

“ The issue is whether […]whether reason is merely a chance by-product of the irrational and, in an ocean of irrationality, it too, in the end, is meaningless, or whether instead the underlying conviction of Christian faith remains true: In principio erat Verbum – in the beginning was the Word; at the origin of everything is the creative reason of God who decided to make himself known to us human beings.”. (7/9/2007, address to the President of Austria) 
Sunday

“‘Sine dominico non possumus”: in the word dominicum/dominico two meanings are inextricably intertwined, and we must once more learn to recognize their unity. First of all there is the gift of the Lord – this gift is the Lord himself: the Risen one, whom the Christians simply need to have close and accessible to them, if they are to be themselves”. (9/9/2007, Homily St Stephen's Cathedral, Vienna) 
ecumenism

“Two elements must direct our efforts: the dialogue of truth and encounter in brotherhood. Both must be founded on spiritual ecumenism. […] Prayer for unity is the principal path towards ecumenism. (5/9/2007 Message to the 3rd European Ecumenical Meeting in Sibiu) 
Eucharist

“The Eucharist reveals the loving plan that guides all of salvation history …God's whole life encounters us and is sacramentally shared with us.”. (5/9/2007, Message to Prior General of the Order of Brothers of Our Lady of My Carmel Carmelo) 

Europe 

“Given the uniqueness of its calling, Europe also has a unique responsibility in the world. First of all, it must not give up on itself. The continent which, demographically, is rapidly aging, must not become old in spirit.”. (5/9/2007, Discorso al Presidente della Repubblica d’Austria) 

The Blessed Virgin Mary 

“From earliest times, faith in Jesus Christ, the incarnate Son of God, has been linked to a particular veneration for his Mother, for the Woman in whose womb he took on our human nature, sharing even in the beating of her heart. Mary is the Woman who accompanied Jesus with sensitivity and deference throughout his life, even to his death on the Cross. At the end, he commended to her maternal love the beloved disciple and, with him, all humanity.”. (7/9/2007, Prayer at Mariensäule, Vienna) 

John Chrysostom

“John Chrysostom was anxious to accompany his writings with the person's integral development in his physical, intellectual and religious dimensions. The various phases of his growth are compared to as many seas in an immense ocean: "The first of these seas is childhood"”. (19/9/2007, general audience ) 
Gregory of Nyssa

“First of all, Gregory of Nyssa had a very lofty concept of human dignity…the Pope explained -. Man's goal, the holy Bishop said, is to liken himself to God, and he reaches this goal first of all through the love, knowledge and practice of the virtues”. (5/9/2007, generale audience) 
Liturgy

“The interior disposition of each priest, and of each consecrated person, must be that of “putting nothing before the divine Office”. The beauty of this inner attitude will find expression in the beauty of the liturgy, so that wherever we join in singing, praising, exalting and worshipping God, a little bit of heaven will become present on earth. (9/9/2007, address at Heiligenkreuz Abbey, Austria) 
music

“Music really has the capacity to draw us towards the Creator of all harmony, fillings us with resonance in harmony with the beauty and the truth of God – with that reality which no human knowledge or philosophy can put into words”. (4/9/2007, address on the occasion of a Concert given in the Pope's honour to mark the millennium of the archdiocese of Bamberg) 

obedience 

“‘Not my will, but yours be done”. In this prayer Jesus takes up into his filial will the stubborn resistance of us all, and transforms our rebelliousness into his obedience. Jesus was a man of prayer. But at the same time he was also someone who knew how to listen and to obey: he became “obedient unto death, even death on a cross” (8/9/2007, homily at Vespers in Mariazell) 
politics

“The Church knows that it is not her specific task to see to the political implementation of this teaching: her objective is to help form consciences in political life, to raise awareness of the authentic requirements of justice, and to foster a greater readiness to act accordingly, even when this might involve conflict with situations of personal interest ”. (21/9/2007, address to Executive Committee of Centrist Democratic International) 
poverty

“in the Letter to the Philippians we read: He emptied himself; he humbled himself and became obedient even to death on a Cross (cf. 2:6ff.) The one who himself became poor, called the poor “blessed”. Saint Luke, in his version of the Beatitudes, makes us understand that this statement – calling the poor blessed – certainly refers to the poor, the truly poor, in Israel at that time, where a sharp distinction existed between rich and poor[…] in the poor Christians see the Christ who awaits them, who awaits their commitment.”. (8/9/2007, Homily, Vespers in Mariazell) 

prayer

“"Through prayer we succeed in being with God. But anyone who is with God is far from the enemy. Prayer is a support and protection of charity, a brake on anger, an appeasement and the control of pride. Prayer is the custody of virginity, the protection of fidelity in marriage, the hope for those who are watching, an abundant harvest for farmers, certainty for sailors"”. (5/9/2007, general audience) 
riches 

“The rich man personifies the wicked use of riches by those who spend them on uncontrolled and selfish luxuries, thinking solely of satisfying themselves without caring at all for the beggar at their door. The poor man, on the contrary, represents the person whom God alone cares for: unlike the rich man he has a name: "Lazarus", an abbreviation of "Eleazarus", which means, precisely, "God helps him"”. (30/9/2007, Angelus) 

Holy House of  Nazareth 

“To bring God to the square, one first needs to have interiorised him in the house, like Mary at the Annunciation. 

And vice versa, the house is open to the square. This is also suggested by the fact that the Holy House of Loreto has three walls, not four: it is an open House, open to the world, to life, even to this Agora of Italian youth”. (2/9/2007, Angelus a Loreto) 

Divine Office

“‘“Confitemini Domino, quoniam bonus! – Praise the Lord, for he is good, for his mercy is eternal!”: so we are urged by a number of Psalms (e.g. Ps 106:1). Such prayer for its own sake, intended as pure divine service, is rightly called 'officium ' ”. (9/9/2007, address at Heiligenkreuz Abbey, Austria ) 
humility 

“Here, we think spontaneously of the Holy House of Nazareth, which is the Shrine of humility: the humility of God who took flesh, who made himself small, and the humility of Mary who welcomed him into her womb; the humility of the Creator and the humility of the creature. Jesus, Son of God and Son of man, was born from this encounter of humility”.

(2/9/2007, homily at Loreto) 

truth

“In fact, our faith is decisively opposed to the attitude of resignation that considers man incapable of truth – as if this were more than he could cope with. This attitude of resignation with regard to truth, I am convinced, lies at the heart of the crisis of the West, the crisis of Europe”. (8/9/2007, homily at Mariazell) 

volunteer work

“Thanks to such involvement, assistance maintains a human dimension and does not become depersonalised. Volunteers like yourselves, then, are not “stopgaps” in the social fabric, but people who truly contribute to giving our society a humane and Christian face.”. (9/9/2007, meeting with Volunteer Associations in Austria) 

QUESTIONES

Mission - “Just one moment with Missio …look at Cristo, open your hearts and give love ”: Pontifical Mission Societies Austria ready to greet Pope Benedict XVI and take the opportunity of the Papal Visit to promote a programme to help former child soldiers in Uganda to return to a normal life

Vienna (Agenzia Fides) – With a new web site (www.missio.at), a short video-clip to be broadcast on Friday 7 September in the frame of the Papal Visit, and a campaign with 400 posters put up all over the capital of Austria, the Pontifical Mission Societies Austria “Missio” will greet the arrival in the land of Austria of Pope Benedict XVI. The posters portray the Pope with four children and the text “Just a moment with Missio…look at Christ, open your heart, give love” drawn from the Papal Visit motto chosen by the Bishops “Contemplating Christ”, is a call to join the Holy Father and put children at the centre of attention.


The national director of the Pontifical Mission Societies Austria, Fr. Leo Maasburg MA, says: “We are very happy that Pope Benedict is coming and with him we wish to give attention to all people but children especially. This is why we have chosen to help former child soldiers return to normal life. With loving care, therapy and first steps towards school or training for a profession, - with our partners in Uganda – we have already helped many of these children start a new life. Today increasing numbers of children are ‘dismissed' from their 'army service' and they need urgent help…”. On the occasion of the Papal Visit Missio is asking Austrian Catholics to support this programme.


In a recent letter to readers of Austrian diocesan newspapers in view of his pilgrimage to Austria, Pope Benedict XVI  spoke of his recent journey to Brazil and his meeting with former drug addicts at the Fazenda di Esperanca rehabilitation centre. “They told me that for them to discover God - the Pope writes - means to rediscover joy of life and hope for the future …Let us pray together that my visit to Austria may help us to feel again the joy of God and in this way to build a future of hope”.

Over 500 Austrian children responded to a call by Missio to send letters and drawings to the Pope to illustrate the motto “Contemplating Christ”. The letters and drawings collected in a book will be presented to Pope Benedict XVI at the end of an open air Sunday Mass on 9 September in Vienna's Stephansplatz by the National Director of the Pontifical Mission Societies Austria Fr Maasburg and five children whose names will be drawn out of a hat. (MS) (Agenzia Fides, 5/9/2007 – 31 righe, 407 parole) 

Mission - IACM Missiological Conference and Third Plenary Assembly: Indian Divine Word Missionary Fr Lazarus Stanislaus Thanizraj elected new President

Pieniezno (Agenzia Fides) – The International Association of Catholic Missiologists (IACM) hold a missiological conference from August 28 to September 2 at the SVD Seminary in Pieniężno, Poland. The theme of the conference was : Sharing the Good News in the Interaction of Cultures : « The Word of God grew and multiplied » (Act 12 : 24). The 66 participants, from 20 nations of all continents, shared the fruits of their research on how intercultural relations challenge the experience, understanding and expression of the Christian faith in their particular context. The missiological implications of the actual  interaction of cultures were identified in four main areas of concern : integral healing and reconciliation, cultural globalisation and asserting identity, migration, intercultural communication in the Church.  

Following the conference, the Third IACM Plenary Assembly discussed how to promote its activities at the regional level and a new Executive Board was elected for 2007-2010 : President : Lazar Stanislaus Thanuzraj SVD (India) Vice-President : Nicanor Sarmiento Tupayupanqui OMI (USA) Executive Secretary : François Jacques (Canada) Treasurer : Andrzej Pietrzak SVD (Poland). Continental Representatives : Africa : Joseph Ndi-Okalla (Cameroon) Asia : Andrew Gimenez Recepcion (Philippines)  Europe : Wojciech Kluj OMI (Poland) Latin America : Roberto Tomichá Charupá (Bolivia) North America : Kevin J. Hanlon MM (USA)

The purpose of the IACM is to promote missiological research, studies and educational activities and encourage collaboration among Catholic missiologists. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 10/9/2007; righe 20, parole 248)

Mission - Pontifical Missionary Union publishes Acts of the International Congress organised earlier in the year to mark 50th anniversary of Pius XII Encyclical Fidei donum

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) - “ Fidei Donum Missionaries: the Future of Evangelisation” is the title of a special issue of the July-September magazine Omnis Terra containing the Acts of the International Congress organised earlier in the year to mark 50th anniversary of Pius XII Encyclical Fidei donum on the missionary activity of diocesan clergy,  promoted by the Pontifical Mission Union. The Congress “All the Churches for all the World ”, held at Fraterna Domus at Sacrofano, just outside Rome, 8 - 11 May 2007, brought together about 400 participants from more than 100 different countries to reflect on the progress made by missionary activity and its lights and shadows in these five decades. 

In a preface to the Congress Acts, Cardinal Ivan Dias Prefect of the Congregation for the Evangelisation of Peoples says the encyclical “gave rise to missionary ardour in many dioceses, an enthusiasm which spread to generations of seminarians and lay people. Thousands of priests of Churches of early foundation in the West went first to Africa, and then to Latin America, in response to the Pontiff's call. A few at a time Churches of recent foundation in Asia, Africa and Latin American began in turn to send their own priests to other Churches in other countries. This sharing of mission has become a universal practice. Missio Dei has become the constant occupation and preoccupation of the whole Church, of all the Churches”.

The fact that the Encyclical Fidei donum was an event, both for its content and for the circumstances under which it was published, was underlined by Archbishop Henryk Hoser President of the Pontifical Mission Societies who wrote in the introduction: “The real novelty was the launching of a new missionary agent. Cooperation among the Churches called for substantial help, more precious, in the form of missionaries ad tempus who, consequently, could be more easily moved and changed. Pius XII opened the way for reciprocal bilateral assistance among local Churches, enabling them to enrich one another by means of gifts of personnel, motivated and animated by faith. This way revealed itself to be a source of powerful dynamism, for the Churches: Churches which gave and others which received. History confirmed the Pontiff's intuition”.

The Acts have been published in five languages: English, French, Italian, Portuguese and Spanish. For more information apply to: Segretariato Internazionale della Pontificia Unione Missionaria, Via di Propaganda 1c - 00187 Roma. Tel. (+39) 06.6988.0132 Fax (+39) 06.6988.0124. E mail: pum@org.va (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 12/9/2007; righe 31, parole 407)
Mission - “The future of Mission Ad Gentes - prospects for the 21st century” theme of Mission Days 2007, Fatima will host National Mission Congress 2008 

Fatima (Agenzia Fides) - " The future of Mission Ad Gentes - prospects for the 21st century " was the theme for reflection during the annual Mission Days 2007 held 14 - 16 September, promoted jointly by the National Office of the Pontifical Mission Societies in Portugal and the Portuguese Bishops' Commission for Missions. In the final statement the participants recall that "Christ is the unending source  of the Church's missionary activity" which demands an  "experience of faith in order to rediscover the fundamental reason for Mission, to announce Christ and bear witness with one's life". Moreover, the statement says, a constantly changing world, "marked by a great variety of religious manifestations and a relativism of values,  demands a new form of missionary activity", inseparable from “concrete commitment for missionary and vocation animation involving every member of the local Church” since “we are all responsible for mission”. 
The participants underlined the importance of cooperation among lay people and Institutes of Consecrated Life, which presupposes "mutual enrichment and demands the creation of new forms of belonging and co-responsibility for the Church's missionary activity”. 
Bishop Carlos Azevedo, Auxiliary Bishop of Lisbon, said mission ad gentes must develop in a new situation where "faith is no longer a cultural heritage received from the family or society, instead it is a personal response to a call. The bewildering novelties of our cultural universe demand a new announcement of the Gospel". During the Mission Days there was a presentation of the National Mission Congress to be held in Fatiam, 3-7 September 2008 on the theme "Portugal, live mission, open your horizons". (RG) (Agenzia Fides 18/9/2007 - Righe 19, parole 260)

Mission - Presentation of CAM 3Working Paper: “ May the Third American Mission Congress encourage a process of reflection and missionary analysis all over the continent as a response to this epoch of change”

Quito (Agenzia Fides) - During the 2nd International Missiology Symposuim held in August in Quito,  the working paper for CAM 3 was presented to delegations of 17 American countries taking part in the symposium. The working paper, the fruit of three years of activity by the Cam 3 Theological Commission, was presented by the Commission's president, Mgr. Julio Terán Dutari, and Fr. Santiago Ramírez, a member of the commission. Copies of the working paper have been sent to the bishop presidents of every Bishops' Conference in America with an invitation to organise study and reflection among the respective Conferences and to encourage the local Churches to take part in the process. The paper was also sent to every bishop in Ecuador with the same finalities. 

For their part the respective national directors of the Pontifical Mission Societies on the continent have started diffusion, study and reflection on the Working Paper in coordination with the Bishops' Conferences, so as to reach all pastoral workers, ecclesial movements and other realities involved in the life of the Church in every country. 

In his presentation of the Working Paper Cardinal Antonio González Zumárraga, emeritus Archbishop of Quito and president of CAM 3 Central Commission, says "the progress made by Mission Congresses, first for Latin America and then for all America, has been decisive for missionary animation, awareness and formation on our continent". The Cardinal says he hopes the Working Paper will "encourage a process of missionary reflection and missionary analysis all over the continent able to respond to this epoch of change of paradigm in which mission ad gentes is ‘mission for humanity”. 

The Working Paper has five chapters: "The Church and missionary discipleship", “Our missionary life in America and CAM-COMLA", "Discipleship: the community, a disciple of Jesus ", "Pentecost: community borne by the Spirit", "Evangelisation: missionary community for humanity ". (RG) (Agenzia Fides 19/9/2007; righe 26, parole 343)

Mission - “Church in Peru, the hour of mission has come” is the slogan of Peru's 2nd National Mission Congress Missionario; 2nd National Mission Exhibition, will offer concrete testimony of local Church's missionary activity 

Lima, (Agenzia Fides) – - “Church in Peru, the hour of mission has come” is the slogan of Peru's 2nd National Mission Congress Missionario to be held 11 - 14  October. The main objective of the congress, promoted by the archdiocese of Lima, the Pontifical Mission Societies Peru and the National Mission Centre CENAMIS, is to reawaken missionary awareness throughout the Church in Peru in answer to the missionary effort invoked by Pope Benedict XVI during 5th General Conference of the Council of Bishops' Conferences of Latin America and the Caribbean in Aparecida, Brazil, last May.  

The National Mission Congress will be opened by Cardinal Juan Luis Cipriani Thorne, Archbishop of Lima and speakers will include Archbishop Javier del Rio of Arequipa; Archbishop José Antonio Eguren, of Piura; Bishop Carlos García Camader, of Lurín and Luis Fernando Figari, founder of the Sodality of Christian Life (SCV). Themes for reflection will be: "Christ founded a missionary Church"; “Areas and challenges for Mission”; “Great Missionaries of Perù”; “John Paul II, the greatest missionary of the 20th century ",  “Mary: star of new evangelisation”. 

The Mission Congress will close with the presentation of resolutions by Cardinal Cipriani and a concelebration of Mass in Lima Cathedral on Sunday 14 October. In the margin of the Congress the 2nd National Mission Exhibition, will offer concrete testimony of how dioceses and institutions are involved in the Church's missionary activity all over the country and across its borders. (RG) (Agenzia Fides 26/9/2007; righe 20,  parole 255)

Martyrdom - September commemoration of Martyrs: local Church initiatives 

Seoul (Agenzia Fides) – The local Catholic Church dedicates the month of September to commemorating its martyrs in particular Saint Andrea Kim Taegon and companions (1821-1846), the first Korean priest and patron saint of Korean clergy. Their feast day is 16 September

Initiatives for the month are being organised in various dioceses. In the archdiocese of Seoul the head of the Commission for the Commemoration of Martyrs Mgr Choi Chang-hwa, has organised a series of conferences and masses in Seoul cathedral as well as a night prayer vigil with a pilgrimage to the Shrine of the Martyrs at Jeolduasn memorial.

Night time vigils and pilgrimages have also been organised by the dioceses of  Daejeon and Incheon, and special initiatives are planned in the dioceses of Suwon e Wonju. In Pusan there will be theatrical and musical performances and performance on the lives of the martyrs, while in Choengju diocese the Lay Apostolate Council has organised prayer meetings. Conferences, debates and cultural events have been prepared by the dioceses of Masan, Andong and Kwanju.

“The martyrs bore witness to the faith and helped the Church to grow in Korea and Asia. Korean Christians raised to the honour of the altars planed the faith in the land of the most ancient traditions and religions. Their blood was the seed of more Christians and their martyrdom is a source of spiritual strength and evangelisation”.

Korea has more than 10,000 Christian martyrs killed in different waves of persecution in different times in the past. The Catholic Church already venerates 103 Korean martyrs canonised in 1984 by John Paul II, in the first canonisation not held in Rome. A memorable event for Korean Catholics. The diocesan stage of the cause for the beatification of Paul Yun Ji-chung and 123 companions, martyred in 1791 was opened in 2004 in Seoul. (PA) (Agenzia Fides 10/9/2007 righe 28 parole 294)

Youth - "That all may be one" (Jn 17,21) theme of 1st Korean Youth Day 

Seoul (Agenzia Fides) – Enthusiasm among young Catholics in Korea. White young Italians celebrate the Youth Agorà in Loreto, young Catholics in Korea took part in the first ever Korean Youth Day in Jeju, diocese of Cheju, organised by the Korean Bishops' Commission Youth Pastoral.

Some 5,000 young people with their families and volunteers took part in the event consisting of catechesis and discussion groups in themes such as “Living the faith in the family”, “The experience of the Liturgy ”, “the Sacrament of Penance”, “Evangelisation”. Each day included prayers, catechesis, youth festivals with music, concerts, theatre and testimony.

The principal Mass was presided by Bishop Peter Kang U-il, of Cheju diocese, president of the organising committee of the Korean Youth Day. In his homily the Bishop said to the young people: “Perhaps many of you are meeting for the first time, but the Lord Jesus wishes you to be one. I hope to will be pioneers to build a new era of peace, since it is up to the new generations to open a new epoch of history based on brotherhood”. Cardinal  Nicholas Choung, Archbishop of Seoul also addressed the young people and he said: “The Lord is always in your midst. During the Korean Youth Day you have  experienced His presence in your hearts. Always pray to God and never forget that His Love for you especially in times of difficulty ”. The Korean Youth Day organising committee proposes to hold the Day every three years as a set appointment for young Catholics. (PA) (Agenzia Fides 3/9/2007  righe 26 parole 269)

Youth - World Youth Day 2008 preparations full steam ahead: meeting with representatives of the Australian Muslim community, recruitment of volunteers, catechesis session programme 

Sydney (Agenzia Fides) – The invitation made by Pope Benedict XVI at Loreto to young Italians at the recent Youth Agorà to take part in WYD 2008, gave new impulse to the organisers of World Youth Day Sydney, 15 to 20 July 2008. Already 185,000 pilgrims have registered (of whom about 50,000 are Australians), the organisers underline the ecumenical and interreligious value of the event which bears a message of universal brotherhood. The organisers have already had a meeting with representatives of the Australian Muslim community, and a similar meeting with representatives of Australia's Jewish community is also planned. Moreover members of all the Christian confessions in Australia are involved in the event.

Bishop Anthony Fisher, OP, WYD said the recent meeting with the Muslim representatives was an opportunity to discuss ways in which the local Muslim community might contribute to this event organised by the Catholic Church and potential beneficial repercussions in the field of interreligious dialogue.

The organisers have started registering young people anxious to play an active role in the WYD: they are looking for some 8,000 volunteers – Australians and from other countries– to collaborate in the organisation and celebration of the greatest youth meeting ever held in Australia. The volunteers will guarantee “service of order”, referents for groups from other countries for logistic accommodation, they will be on duty for  the sessions of  catechesis for three consecutive mornings during the week of WYD. The sessions will be conducted by 300 bishops from all over the world and will offer the pilgrims an opportunity to deepen their faith.

The organisers expect about 500,000 participants at World Youth Day 2008 in Sydney. The event will also mark Pope Benedict XVI  's first visit to Australia. (PA) (Agenzia Fides 3/9/2007  righe 27 parole 282)

Youth - PMS Youth without Frontiers not indifferent to plight of earthquake victims; groups of priests provide spiritual assistance until situation is back to normal 

Lima (Agenzia Fides) - 'Youth without Frontiers' , JSF the Missionary youth pastoral service of the Pontifical Mission Societies in Peru, has just completed a programme "Looking at the world through the eyes of Christ" in which a group of these JSF  youngsters visited people in the South Chico area affected by the earthquake on 15 August, Gabriela Díaz JSF-Peru national co-ordinator told Fides. 

The group went to El Carmen in Ica, one of the worst hit areas and stayed there from 30 August to 2 September helping the local community. "As JSF we could not be indifferent to so much suffering, and our mission was not only to deliver food supplies to the affected families but also to offer spiritual courage to nourish the heart and soul of these people so in need of a message of faith and hope " the JSF message reads

For these JSF members this was an unforgettable experience and they ask for help to be able to "continue to collaborate with our brothers and sisters in the South who are in such need". They thank the people of El Carmen "for the warm welcome and a great lesson because although they lost almost everything their faith is still strong and with the few things they manage to salvage they made us so welcome and taught us how to share". 

Groups of ten and twelve priests sent by the archdiocese of Lima to the affected areas to offer spiritual assistance have already made about 30 missions. Some priests are accompanied by small groups of young volunteers. A group of priests stays from Monday to Friday and then the volunteers take over for the weekend so the priests may attend to pastoral duties in their respective parishes in Lima. This spiritual service is expected to continue until life in the affected areas returns to normal. The young volunteers organise catechism classes and recreation for children, they lead the recitation of the Rosary and deliver parcels of food and clothing. Communities of women religious in Lima have also offered help to give spiritual care and to assist the sick in the affected areas. 

Almost a month after the earthquake in southern Peru, Caritas-Perù issued a report on the catastrophe and the present situation. The official death toll was 519 and the number of persons injured 1,844. An estimated 59,800 families were affected, 59,795 homes were destroyed and another 20,000 damaged. (RG) (Agenzia Fides 12/9/2007; righe 33, parole 485)

Children - Bambino Gesù Children's Hospital in Rome new clinic-surgery department in Cambodia has already treated 2,400 children

Vatican (Agenzia Fides) – Already 2,400 children have been treated at a new clinic-surgery department opened in Takeo Cambogia, by the Bambino Gesù Children's Hospital sponsored by the Holy See.
Since it was opened in March the doctors of the department have already visited 2,400 admitting 1,784 for hospital care. So far 144 have undergone operations and 300 more operations are planned. More serious cases have been moved to Italy and operated.

The programme of cooperation with Cambodia was signed in May 2006 by the president of the Bambino Gesu Hospital Francesco Silvano and the Cambodian health minister Nuth Sokhom. The clinical and surgical activity of the humanitarian initiative involves 5 provinces of this east Asian country in collaboration with the 3 Catholic dioceses of Battambang, Kompon Thom and Kompong Saom.

The project consists of a qualified and fully equipped paediatric air conditioned department, a reality long dreamed of where quality service is accessible to the poorest people and the service of doctors and nurses and medical treatment is free. 

In Cambodia, as in other countries of recent development, basic needs are reserved for a privileged few. In the first months of activity the department treated 176 children affected by dengue, malaria, intestinal infections, congenital malformation, cardio-pathology  and many other pathologies.

Dengue fever is the greatest danger for children in Cambodia: according to official data between January and June of 2007 the number of patients treated for dengue was 14.986; of these 182 died. 

The Bambino Gesù Children's Hospital was the first to open a directly funded and supported operative base in Cambodia. The Takeo initiative is not the first of its kind. It is in fact part of a project "A Department for Five Continents", which sees the professionals of Bambino Gesù involved since 1994 in many missions all over the world. In the past 5 years 40 countries have benefited from the assistance of the doctors of the Holy See hospital. Hundreds of operations have been performed and in most countries there has also been clinical and teaching activity. Collaboration has been initiated to train foreign doctors and paramedics in Italy. (AP) (3/9/2007 Agenzia Fides; Righe:35; Parole:400)

Children -  Italian Franciscan Friar restores a smile and dignity to street children, abandoned children and orphans in Talgar 

Talgar (Agenzia Fides) - “With the help of Italian friends and volunteers at Talgar Catholic Mission building work on  the House  started in June is almost finished”, said Fr. Guido Trezzani, Franciscan Friar on mission in Kazakhstan, who wishes to restore a smile and dignity to street children, orphans and  mentally retarded children. The House is in Ark Village, founded by Fr Trezzani in 2000 at Talgar, a town about  25 km from the capital of Kazakhstan Almaty. 
In the month of September school activity in the Village resumes. “In August the pupils make sure they have their uniform and books. Every year some  new pupils start of a new adventure and this means red tape, papers which not all our children have, considering where they come from” the missionary told Fides “It is encouraging to see that more people are realising that you can show solidarity without heroic acts of decisions. This is the case of some women teachers who help us and several students from Talgar who spent some time helping at our House”. 
In fact Ark Village was started with the help of volunteers in 1996 who offered to take care of the children at one largest orphanages in the town where there were some 200 children most of them abandoned. “The volunteers spent most of their time with the children helping them with homework, some gave special lessons (most of the children registered were mentally retarded).
The aims were two “Offer the children a home and an environment to take the place of a family; give them schooling and professional training to prepare them for life”.In May 1998, Fr Trezzani reached an agreement with the Kazakh Ministry of Education and was recognised as guardian of the children until they reach the age of 18. Searching for a place for the children to live in Talgar he found a former Soviet Summer camp in disuse. This was the beginning of Ark Village where thanks to the Friar and his volunteer helpers unfortunate Kazakh children learn to smile again. (PA) (Agenzia Fides 15/9/2007 righe 29 parole 296)

Children - International Symposium on Child Abuse to mark centenary of don Calabria Society

Verona (Agenzia Fides) - From 4 al 6 October Verona will host the 1st International Symposium 'Children in the Shadows', on the issue of child abuse organised by the Opera (Society) Don Calabria to mark its centenary. The event intends to offer an opportunity for study and testimony of how to rehabilitate children who have suffered abuse and exploitation: child soldiers, child workers, child trafficking, street children, children and witchcraft. In the world today at least 860 million children live in the shadows.

The Opera (Society) don Calabria was started in November 1907, when the founder took seven poor abandoned children into a small House in Verona. In the years that followed Rev Giovanni Calabria never failed to repeat that the main purpose of the Society was to help children in difficulty. Soon Don Calabria opened Homes in many other Italian cities trusting always in Providence for their upkeep. Don Giovanni Calabria died in 1954, but his Opera continued with the two religious congregations he had founded. In 2007, exactly a century since it started, the Opera has Houses in 14 countries and the main activity is to care for children in difficulty. Still today many children all over the world live in the shadows and in great danger and suffering, known only to a few and rarely considered in our societies. 


The symposium “Children in the Shadows”, intends to gather and diffuse the voices of  persons who witness the daily suffering of children. The assembly will treat issues such as street children, child labour, child soldiers, witchcraft, sick children uprooted from their land. The participants will travel ideally to Romania, Congo, Palestine, Brazil, Colombia, Angola and Peru. The aim of the Symposium is not only to describe situations of crisis. The speakers, all operators in the field, will propose concrete experiences of intervention to combat the different forms of child poverty. Theirs will be a pedagogical approach which intends to shed light of hope on to dispel the shadows of darkness. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 17/9/2007; righe 28, parole 354)

Children - Catholic Foundation helps destitute parents face expenses of baptism parties and schooling to guarantee children a more dignified life 

Manila (Agenzia Fides) - Poverty prevents the parents of 10 million children in the Philippines, the largest Catholic country in Asia, from having their children baptised, according to Hulog ng Langit Foundation (Sent from Heaven Foundation), a local Catholic NGO started in 2005 and which, among other activities, collects money to help destitute families afford the expenses of a Baptism. 

The man who started the foundation Mark Jimenez Crespo, explains that very poor parents are often too ashamed of their dire poverty to ask for baptism and the fact that they cannot pay for a Baptismal party for the family and friends. This is also very often the reason why slum children do not go to schools and grow up without any social, cultural and religious education: Hulog ng Langit Foundation operates also in this field paying school expenses for the poorest children.

Recently in Manila a community celebration of Baptism was organised and over 8,500 infants received the first of all the Sacraments. An estimated 20,000 children have received Christian baptism thanks to the Hulog ng Langit Foundation and Caritas Manila.

According to government figures at least 30% of the population lived below the poverty line in 2003 and the figure has since increased. The Foundation intends to continue its campaign in other parts of the country including the Island of Mindanao, where there is a large Muslim community. 

Another area where the Foundation is active is to prevent children from the evil of prostitution of minors which in the Philippines is still often encouraged by family members or friends. According to recent surveys undertaken by human rights associations at least 100,000 children in the Philippines are involved in the racket of prostitution. Very often family members justify this exploitation explaining that the money serves to help the family survive. (PA) (Agenzia Fides 17/9/2007 righe 25 parole 259)

Ecumenism - 3rd European Ecumenical Assembly: Sibiu Europe's ecumenical capital from 4 to 9 September

Sibiu (Agenzia Fides) - The Romanian city of Sibiu, in central Transilvania, proclaimed, together with Luxembourg, European capital for culture 2007, from 4 to 9 September will also be the “capital” of all the Christians of Europe represented at the Third European Ecumenical Assembly which will reflect on the theme “The light of Christ shines upon all. Hope for renewal and unity in Europe”.


Some 2,100 delegates (plus staff, journalists and local volunteers) will take part in EEA3 which, like the previous meetings in Basle (1989) and Graz (1997), was convoked jointly by the Conference of the Churches of Europe (KEK) and the Council of European Bishops' Conferences (CCEE). Half the delegates are appointed by the 34 Catholic Bishops' Conferences which are part of the CCEE; the other half represent the 120 KEK member Churches, of Anglican, Orthodox and Protestant tradition.

The Assembly will include plenary sessions and nine 'forums' on specific issues: unity, spirituality, common witness, European integration, interreligious dialogue, migration, respect for creation (ecology), justice and peace. An important aspect of the Assembly consists of moments of  shared prayer. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 4/7/2007, righe 15, parole 186))

Interreligious Dialogue - A sign of hope in the travailed island of Jolo, scene of conflict and massive military operations: Silsilah Centre for Muslim-Christian harmony

Jolo (Agenzia Fides) – A dream come true: on the island of Jolo, stronghold of Sayyaf terrorist group, scene of war, conflict and great suffering for the people a new Silsilah Centre will promote initiatives of reconciliation and peace, dialogue between Christians and Muslims and social and religious harmony in the Sulu archipelago.

The new Silsilah Centre– “chain” in Sufi Muslim mystics– is a fruit of the experience of the Silsilah Movement started in Zamboanga on the island of Mindanao by Italian PIME missionary Fr. Sebastiano D’Ambra in 1984. It has developed since then with a “dialogue of life” building a Harmony Village near Zamboanga, where Christian and Muslim families live side by side in reciprocal harmony respect and brotherhood.

Present for the inauguration of the new Centre in Jolo the local Bishop Angelito Lampon (OMI), Vicar Apostolic of Jolo, the local Muslim leader Julasini Abirin,  civil authorities and numerous Christians and Muslims. The Centre intends to organise cultural and spiritual initiatives to promote solidarity and harmony and seminars and programme for education to dialogue.

The Silsilah spirituality has spread to other countries. In Saigon, Vietnam, a Catholic nun prays with her community which cares for unmarried mothers. Professors at Saint Vincent University in Dipolog, in the Philippines are making the initiative known to their students. Franciscan Sister Lilian from the Philippines, a missionary in South Africa, hopes to spread Silsilah spirituality in that country. The initiative is also spreading in Italy.

It is easy to join the Harmony Chain: give a little time to prayer for peace, open one's heart to God's will and reach out to other people to form a chain of peoples of different culture and religion united in prayer and dialogue.

Harmony Prayer, the heart of the experience of the Silsilah Movement for dialogue, translated in 13 languages is as follows: “O Lord, I pray for peace. Purify my eyes that I may see peace, purify my mind that I may understand peace, purify my heart that I may love peace …. You reveal your presence in many ways, but your style is always the same: in dialogue with everyone, caring for everyone”:  (PA) (Agenzia Fides 10/9/2007 righe 22 parole 31)

Interreligious Dialogue - La Salle University in Manila and Interreligious Dialogue:  2008 National Conference on Interreligious Dialogue 

Manila (Agenzia Fides) – A college famous for its research and initiatives to promote dialogue between cultures and religions: De La Salle University in Manila, opened by the Congregation of the Brothers of Christian Schools in 1911, continues its commitment in the field of interreligious dialogue. The University draws inspiration from the founder of the Congregation, St Jean Baptist De La Salle, and as a Catholic college highly appreciated for its quality education is attended by Christian and non Christian students. 

The University is planning a National Conference on “Theory and practice of interreligious dialogue in the Philippines”, in April next year as an opportunity for civil and institutional leaders, religious leaders, experts, theologians, missionaries, human rights activists working in this field especially in southern Philippines.

The Conference, jointly organised with the International Peace Foundation Bridges, non profit organisation started in Vienna and sponsored by 21 Nobel Peace Prize winners, aims to identify and analyse possible points of encounter at the theoretic and practical level in the field of interreligious dialogue, encouraging bonds between academics and also between operators. One important speaker will be Josè Ramos-Horta. The conference will include workshops on: Dialogue of Life: ways and ends;  Local and world traditions: mutual enrichment; authority, continuity and change; The context: harmony and dialectics; power systems: practice and strategies of dialogue in the globalised world; Diversity, harmony, solidarity; the human person the heart of dialogue. (PA) (Agenzia Fides 26/9/2007 righe 27 parole 275)

Mother Teresa - National Director of the Pontifical Mission Societies Austria, former confessor of Mother Teresa of Calcutta speaks of the holy woman in a series of daily radio programmes: “to everyone she met she gave the same attention, care, respect and love”

Vienna (Agenzia Fides) – The September 5th  2007 is the 10th anniversary of the death of Mother Teresa of Calcutta, beatified by Pope John Paul II on 19 October 2003, only six years after her death. The only non member of the congregation founded by Mother Teresa, Fr. Leo Maasburg MA, national director of the Pontifical Mission Societies Austria 'Missio', worked with the postulator for the cause of the beatification of the Mother, born in Albania. For many years in fact “Father Leo” accompanied Mother Teresa on her international journeys. He was also her confessor and at the request of Mother Teresa gave many retreats for her sisters working in various parts of the world often under difficult conditions. When the first communities of the Missionaries of Charity were opened in Moscow and Armenia in 1988, Father Leo was their spiritual father, the first Catholic priest to be recognised by the Russian authorities.


On the occasion of the 10th anniversary of Mother Teresa's death Fr Maasburg prepared a series of daily reflections on her life which are being broadcast by Austria's Radio Ö 1 channel from 3-8 September. The programme can also be heard MP3 form at the Missio web site www.missio.at. “I have never seen anyone give such respect to every single person: to everyone she met she gave the same attention, care, respect and love” Father Leo says in one of his reflections. “She spoke as if her interlocutor were the only person in the world, and this made everyone feel they were her intimate friends. During the cause for her beatification we learned of at least 500 persons who felt they were close friends of Mother Teresa! Her manner made me certain that God loves each and every one of us with the very same love ”. 


Fr. Maasburg also mentions the collection of Mother Teresa's private letters published as a book with the title “The secret of Mother Teresa”, in which the Mother writes of her interior doubts. Father Leo quotes her: “To help the poor to stand up we must bend and become poor ourselves”. “Mother Teresa went further as her letter show” says Father Leo. “She accepted also spiritual poverty, the mystic night of the soul … in order to kindle light for people in darkness, she too had to descend into the dark night of the absence of God”. (MS) (Agenzia Fides, 5/9/2007 – 36 righe, 471 parole)
Mother Teresa - Celebrations to commemorate Mother Teresa di Calcutta on the 10th anniversary of her death 

Calcutta (Agenzia Fides) – “Everyone remembers her with affection. Mother Teresa è is still an important figure for the Catholic Church in India, the memory of her example is still vivid she was a person of great significance for the whole of Indian society”, Fides was told by a priest in Calcutta on the occasion of celebrations to commemorate Mother Teresa on the 10th anniversary of her death. 

The event is being given much space by the media. Special prayers, Masses, novenas and pilgrimages and commemoration ceremonies have been held since 26 August the date of her birth. From 27 August, the date of her baptism, until 4 September Masses have been celebrated by different bishops and priests at her tomb with the participation of extraordinary crowds of people  including many non Christians. 

Today 5 September 2007  the 10th anniversary  of her death the Mass and commemoration was presided by the Archbishop of Calcutta Lucas Sirkar and processions with candles have continued all day through the poor parts of the city where Mother Teresa worked. The Mass was followed by a prayer for peace with representatives of all the religious minorities present in India who remember the Mother as a promote of peace and reconciliation, solidarity and charity for all without discrimination. Her example and legacy should help to promote harmony in India, where religious minorities, Christians especially experience the impact of ethnic and religious tension and violence.

Until 13 September there will be various cultural and artistic events dedicated to Mother Teresa, seminars, presentation of books, plays, concerts some performed by Catholic school children. There will also be an interreligious prayer service at the House of Mother Teresa with the participation of leading members of the Christian, Hindu, Muslim and Sikh communities. (PA) (Agenzia Fides 5/9/2007  righe 26 parole 269)

Life - The local Catholic Church issues a book on subject of defending human life 

Seoul (Agenzia Fides) – A new handbook which illustrates and Catholic position with regard to defence of human life and issues of bio-ethics was recently presented by the local Church in Seoul, always attentive to this subject with has a strong impact on national public opinion.

The handbook is the result of five years of documentation and research by the Church Movement 'Life 31'. It deals with subjects such as manipulation of human embryos, abortion, eugenetics, euthanasia. The authors hope the book, addressed to Christians and non Christians, will “foster a culture of life in opposition to a culture of death which appears to be making headway in Korean society”. The Catholic Bishops of Korea say the key to promoting a culture of life lies in attention and care for the family which needs to be oriented towards a culture of life.

The book, 430 pages, distributed free of charge, illustrates the activity of the local Church in this field starting with a Pastoral Letter issued by the Bishops in 1961, on the subject of population and birth control. It deals also with the controversial laws which legalised abortion, the death penalty and research on human embryos. The books includes documents issued by the Korean Bishops' Commission for the Family, for Bio-Ethics and for Justice and Peace. 

'Life 31' Movement was started in February 2003. It takes its name from the fact that 2003 was the 31st year since Korea passed laws legalising abortion and the death penalty. The members and supporters of the Movement are Christians and Buddhists. (PA) (Agenzia Fides 6/9/2007  righe 27 parole 279)
Life - “No attempt to protect the victims, only efforts to use these as ‘cases' to impose abortion as a solution ”: say Catholic Lawyers and Family Pastoral commission 

Parana (Agenzia Fides) - "God alone is Lord of life and death. No one may arbitrarily decide who is to be born live and who is to die. This decision is the greatest act of discrimination": this statement was part of a Message issued by the Commission for Family Pastoral Care of Paraná archdiocese made public following a Parana Civil Court sentence to deny legal protection to a child to be born by a 19 year old mentally retarded girl who was reportedly raped. The message recalls that “children are not objects, exclusive property of those who generate them, they are a gift for the whole society”. 

“This human being - the message continues - whether desired or not, this child has its own dignity since the first moment of its existence and deserves to be loved. If its biological parents cannot give this love the child has the right to live with other people ready to love it as their own". The message continues: "a society which kills its sons and daughters before they are born is endangering its own future since the greatest riches of a nation are its people". The message concludes with a call to let the innocent child live and to "accompany the family during pregnancy, and the birth and infancy of the child who is already alive in our midst". 

Argentina's Corporation of Catholic Lawyers said in a statement that with regard to this and similar cases, it sees "no attempt to avoid such cases or to protect the victims. All we see are efforts to use these as ‘cases' to help impose abortion as a solution". According to Catholic Lawyers this is moral perversion “based on the conviction that evil is a remedy for evil, ignoring that in our constitutional legal order  there is no such thing as ‘non punishable abortion’ since our Constitution and health good sense order us to protect every human life from the moment of conception". Perciò "Argentina's Corporation of Catholic Lawyers, defends innocent life which some wish to immolate, and calls for the sentence issued by Parana Civil Court to be immediately revoked". (RG) (Agenzia Fides 12/9/2007; righe 27, parole 384)

Life - Bishops appeal to the whole country to “defend national sovereignty and reject pressure from international organisations to de-penalise abortion" 

Santo Domingo (Agenzia Fides) - The Catholic Bishops of the Dominican Republic called a press conference to make public a statement on Bishops' position with regard to a move to legalise abortion in the country. In the statement issued at the end of a Plenary Conference Assembly in late August, the Bishops say that to legalise any form of abortion is to "legalise the death penalty for innocent voiceless children", and they call on the people to “defend national sovereignty and reject pressure from international organisations to de-penalise abortion". 

There is heated debate in the country with regard to a proposal by a coalition of civil organisations to include the de-penalisation of abortion in amendments to the Dominican Penal Code in cases in which pregnancy is the result of violence, there is a possible malformation of the foetus or the mother's life is in danger. The law in force punishes abortion with six months to two years in prison for those who procure abortion even if the mother is willing. 

The Bishops of all 12 dioceses of the Dominican Republic "in the face of the threat of the de-penalisation of abortion" wished the Statement to be read at all Sunday Masses and broadcast by the media. 

The statement in 12 points, recalls that "it is the imperative moral duty of the Church, the government, legislators, national and international organisations and every citizen to defend human life whatever the circumstances". The Bishops lament that some international bodies and NGOs are putting pressure on the government and legislators and they say: "Let us not sell our independence so painfully won! Let us not give in to this pressure, not hesitate in front of the fundamental value of life since fundamental things are permanent but contingent ones are passing". 

They appeal to doctors, jurists, legislators, professionals and unions, and to mothers so aware of the inviolable value of life, to speak out “for life and against the demand to de-penalise abortion", and they urge all "defenders of human life, Catholics, other Christians, all men and women of goodwill to unite to protect the supreme value of every human life." 

The Bishops say it is inconceivable  "that the intellectual capacity of legislators and political leaders should revolt against life itself and attempt to erroneously justify the legalisation and de-penalisation of the crime of abortion ". The statement ends with all call to every Catholic parish in the country to organise “a public pro-life demonstration, with the priests, religious and faithful, the recitation of the Holy Rosary and other initiatives to promote awareness and respect for human life". (RG) (Agenzia Fides 21/9/2007; righe 35, parole 470)  

Life - Indignation over another case of 'legal' abortion: "abortionist  totalitarianism like the spectre of Herod poses a sinister threat to Argentina" says Archbishop of La Plata  

  Mar del Plata (Agenzia Fides) - There is growing indignation in Argentina following another case of abortion in a hospital in Mar del Plata City. The young woman who suffers from mental deficiency, was reportedly the victim of rape. Against the will of the girl's father, Entre Ríos high court in Paraná sentenced the unborn child to death, the Catholic National Family Secretariat reports. However "because of the advanced state of the pregnancy and the obligation to protect the mother's health, the local doctors in Parana refused to perform the abortion". The young woman was taken to a public hospital in Mar del Plata where her child was aborted. The case caused public indignation because the woman involved has limited mental capacity and was considered among the 'non punishable' cases where abortion mentioned at article 86 of Argentina's penal code. But some say the article is anti-constitutional since it violates the right of life of the unborn child. The Provincial High Court recognises the existence of this right to life but considers it not absolute and can be subject to norms precisely such as those  contained in article 86.  

In a statement on the case the Bishops' National Family Secretariat affirmed "for every human difficulty there is a human solution. Adoption is the answer to tragedies such as poverty, incapacity or inability to raise a child. When a government kills, it loses all credibility and democracy is dead".    


Indignation for a "crime, perpetrated with the cooperation of judges and officials who refused to protect an innocent life" was expressed also by Argentina's Corporation of Catholic Lawyers, always a defender of the sacredness of human life. The Corporation condemned "this repugnant action on the part of the government" warning it that one day it will have to "render account before the sole Lord of life and death, whose judgement arrives for everyone, sooner or later”. 

The Bishops' Commission for Justice and Peace expressed "solidarity with the state of human suffering which the young girl who suffered the abortion and her parents must be experiencing". The Commission also underlined the need to "respect human life under any circumstances, to reject violence and the culture of death and find alternative solutions".  In a statement with the title "The Spectre of Herod" Archbishop Héctor Aguer of La Plata, warned: "abortionist  totalitarianism like the spectre of Herod poses a sinister threat to Argentina". He said "with masked 'legality' and official means, a child who had lived for several months was denied the right to be born". And he recalled that “this is not a question of religious beliefs, but of certainties confirmed by biology, genetics, embryology and the law”. Precisely "confusion and ideological prejudices prevent the acceptance of a truth of a purely rational order, not of faith". The Archbishop denounces talk of "therapeutic abortion" which is not the case because he asks, "who was cured by the abortion and from what disease? It must be said that whatever the case, this was eugenic and discriminatory". "No mention is made of the child - the Archbishop laments - there was no time to call it by name. As if it never existed. But what is certain is that it was alive and they killed it". (RG) (Agenzia Fides 27/9/2007; righe 40, parole 570)

Family -  “The Family and the Future of Humanity”: Family Congress 12 - 15 September

La Plata (Agenzia Fides) - " The Family and the Future of Humanity” is the theme of a Family Congress to be held from Wednesday 12 September to Saturday 15 September in La Plata Argentina, organised by the Archdiocese of La Plata. The Congress is said to be of municipal and provincial interest. According to the organisers the Congress concerns "the good of the family: the foundation of the future of humanity and a patrimony which enriches everyone". However for some time in the world certain actions and laws have been attacking the value of human life and the family. Therefore the aim of similar Congresses is to oppose these attacks and establish clear principles and criteria on the value of marriage and the family. 

The Congress will be opened by Archbishop Héctor Aguer of the diocese of La Plata. The three day programme will include conferences, panel discussion and various initiatives. On Saturday 15 September in Piazza Moreno, there will be a Family Festival. At 7pm in the Cathedral the closing Mass will be presided by the Papal Nuncio to Argentina, Archbishop Adriano Bernardini. The titles of the Conferences are the following: "Family Pedagogy " (12 September), "The Family Shrine of Life " (13 September), "The Challenges of artificial culture, sexual education: school or family "? (14 September). (RG) (Agenzia Fides 11/9/2007; righe 16, parole 234)

Family - Archdiocese of Lima inaugurates Family Institute to promote understanding and diffusion of Catholic Church teaching on Marriage and the Family  

Lima (Agenzia Fides) - As part of celebrations to mark Family Day in the archdiocese of Lima on 9 September, Cardinal Juan Luis Cipriani Thorne, Archbishop of Lima, announced the commencement of the activity of the Archdiocesan Family Institute whose mission will be to promote understanding and diffusion of Catholic Church teaching on Marriage and the Family. 

The Family Institute Famiglia, part of Lima's Pontifical and Civil Faculty for Theology will promote research and teaching at the service of the archdiocese of Lima and the other dioceses. The Institute will support and complete activities of pastoral animation undertaken by the archdiocesan Commission for the Family, including regular courses for engaged couples and a diploma in the area of Family Orientation and Counselling. The Institute intends to open its own web site with information on programmes, activities and events. The web site will also offer free access to surveys, reflections and news on the reality of the family and more important Church documents on the issue. 

During Family Day Mass celebrated in the cathedral Cardinal Cipriani said the life of every unborn child must be protected. He said "abortion speaks of present day society's cowardliness and egoism rejecting the unborn child. We cannot remain silent. Abortion is murder and those who commit abortion are murderers. And each one of those children has the right to live". The Cardinal said that a relativistic mentality says "since abortion is used so often it must be made legal. According to this reasoning  theft, the most frequently committed crime, should also be legal" he remarked. "The great challenge in the world today - the Cardinal said - is for man to be free. Today there is much talk of liberty yet liberty is trampled on".

Special guests at the Mass included minister of health Dr. Carlos Vallejos Sologuren, academic authorities of the theological university of Peru which is marking its 10th anniversary and members of the Lima archdiocesan Family Pastoral commission. (RG) (Agenzia Fides 12/9/2007; righe 28, parole 381)

Family - Associations promoters of conscience objection present list of practical criteria for parents who do not wish their children to attend lessons in Education to Citizenship 

Madrid (Agenzia Fides) - On the eve of the beginning of the school year, 31 associations and civil platforms, promoters of objection of conscience have prepared a Decalogue of practical criteria for parents in view of Education to Citizenship during the school year 2007-2008. The Decalogue argues in favour of the juridical basis of freedom of education and conscience objection and explains how parents may present the communication to the school. It recalls that conscience objection is, according to the law of the Constitutional Court is a right recognised explicitly and implicitly by article 16.1 of Spain's Constitution, which deals with ideological and religious freedom and for its application no specific legal development is necessary. In this sense parent objectors exercise a constitutional right, therefore any sort of sanction, penalty or retaliation on the part of the Administration is inadmissible. 

The document informs parents that the declaration of objection may be presented before or after the course has started and underlines that the school is obliged to accept such communication. Among other indications, it is stated that once the declaration of objection has been presented the pupil need not assist at lessons of Education to Citizenship, although under no circumstances can the pupil's absence from school be justified. The pupil will take part in alternative activities as long as they are not contrary to the parent's convictions. 

In a recent Pastoral Letter, Bishop Demetrio González of Tarazona (Spain), wrote that although for some people the education law although might appear to be no to negative, “it is necessary to read the law on education and the royal decrees which develop it to grasp what the legislator demands: to education the moral conscience of children and adolescents who will be citizens of tomorrow ". He therefore considers concern justified and stresses the need to do everything possible. "History will judge those who raised their voices to denounce what appears to us to be a violation of freedom and to help parents discern carefully". Bishop Demetrio recalls that "parents may have recourse to all legitimate means available to protect their children from this danger", each must judge according to conscience. (RG) (Agenzia Fides 14/9/2007; righe 27, parole 368)   

Family - Why protect marriage, cradle of life: Catholic Bishops issue booklet on why the Church says “no” to divorce, ever more frequent in Australia

Canberra (Fides News Service) - Australia’s Bishops are reaching out to those who have suffered the distress of marital breakdown and divorce with a new easy-to-read booklet which outlines the Church’s teaching in this difficult area and offers pastoral care and support.

The booklet, entitled Divorce and the Catholic Church: Frequently Asked Questions, is a significant new publication which has the support of the entire Australian Catholic Bishops Conference.

It is presented in the same question and answer format which proved so popular with the booklet, Marriage in the Catholic Church and covers questions such as: Why is marriage so important to the Church? Is it always ‘for keeps’? Why do some couples feel that they are no longer able to ‘live’ their marriages? How should spouses respond to challenges in marriage?

The booklet also explains clearly the possibilities and the process of annulment and the question of whether divorced people can continue to receive Communion.

Chairman of the Bishops Commission for Pastoral Life, Bishop Eugene Hurley, said the Bishops produced the booklet because they were deeply aware of a pressing pastoral need for such information for Catholics whose marriage had broken down.

“Marriage breakdown is always terribly sad and distressing for all involved and none of us are untouched by the deep pain experienced by family members or friends whose marriage has broken down,” he said.

In the introduction to the booklet, the Bishops say that these hurts and concerns are compounded when they impact on another sacrament, the Eucharist.

“As a Church we have a responsibility to develop the great way of life to which we are all called while at the same time responding with all our hearts to the complexities of human relationships and actions. It is not easy, and being human, we sometimes fail,” Bishop Hurley said.

“This small booklet is an attempt to explain some of the principles underlying the Church’s approach to issues around divorce, remarriage and the Eucharist.

“It is hoped that it provides encouragement and guidance to all who are grappling with the pain of divorce and, in particular, with its implications for their life as members of the body of Christ, the Church.” (PA) (Agenzia Fides 14/9/2007 righe 29 parole 291) 

Family -   Pro life and family movements create national coordination network with institutions and individuals active in this field  
La Paz (Agenzia Fides) - The Bolivian Life and Family Foundation is preparing two major events: a Meeting for institutions and individuals active in this field in Bolivia and a touring concert on the theme "A Message to Life ", which starting from 12 October will touch the cities of Oruro, Cochabamba, La Paz and Santa Cruz.
The Meeting in Cochabamba 22 - 23 September , will discus how to form a national coordination network. Dr Susana Inch explains: "participants will share information on present activity in view of a national network of coordination with institutions and individuals active in the field of promoting respect and assistance for human life and the family, the latter is the principal objective of the meeting". The network would permit more articulated work all over the country, more effective initiatives, energy saving thanks to share information. Participants will include Bishop Cristóbal Bialasik of the diocese of  Oruro who is president of the Foundation and Archbishop Ivo Scapolo, Apostolic Nuncio in Bolivia. At the meeting there will be a presentation of the Document of Aparecida and its guidelines. 
The Life and Family Foundation, approved by the Bishops Conference of Bolivia during its last plenary assembly, officially began to operate on 11 April this year. The Foundation was created by the Bolivian Bishops' Conference to help society in activities to protect the family and the life and  dignity of every human person. Its areas of action are formation, defence of life as a fundamental tight, defence of the family as the natural cradle of life and the defence of marriage between a man and a woman. (RG) (Agenzia Fides 18/9/2007; righe 20, parole 293)
Family - Family Policy Institute urges Europe's political leaders to stop talking and take action to support families and to make the family a priority issue in their respective countries 

  Brussels (Agenzia Fides) - "It is an urgent priority for European countries to incorporate the family perspective in public policies as a social good which cannot be renounced and as a service to the nation " said Lola Velarde, president of the European network of the Institute of Family Policies, in the opening address at the annual meeting of the European Christian Policy Movement ECPM held 21 and 22 September in Brussels.  

Lola Velarde says politicians and administration "must pass from merely theoretic support for families to active commitment to develop public policies in the perspective of the family in their respective countries ". She called for greater efforts to make the family a political priority; to put the family on their political agendas; to make known their support for the family with statements, posters, proposals and finally, the development of public policies in the perspective of the family through the creation of bodies and development of plans and laws.  

ECPM is a political association of Christian democratic parties and organisations active in various European political sectors, governments of the member nations and European institutions. The goal of ECPM is to reflect and act explicitly in European politics from a Christian-social vision. The theme of the congress this year is “Putting the family at the centre. A Christian democratic vision of family policies in Europe". Among the themes for reflection: conciliation between family and working life, the limits of government intervention for the family, the consequences of the lack of a family policy and in particular in eastern Europe. During the Congress the IPF presented its report on the Evolution of the Family in Europe 2007.  (RG) (Agenzia Fides 24/9/2007; righe 22, parole 284)   

Blessed Virgin Mary - “Pilgrimages and Shrines, paths of peace, places of mercy: 5th European Congress for Pastoral Care of Pilgrimages and Shrines opens in Lourdes on the eve of Jubilee Year to mark the 150th anniversary of the Apparitions of the Blessed Virgin Mary 

Lourdes (Agenzia Fides) - In Lourdes, France, on Monday 10 September in the presence of about one hundred directors of pilgrimages and rectors of Shrines in 20 European different countries of Europe the 5th European Congress for Pastoral Care of Pilgrimages and Shrines, promoted by the Pontifical Council for Migrants and Itinerant Peoples in collaboration with the Shrine of Lourdes. The Congress opened with the reading of a message  to the participants written by Cardinal Tarcisio Bertone, secretary of state on behalf of Pope Benedict XVI. In the message the Pope says he hopes the congress would foster ever deeper contemplation of Christ, the Word of the Father, and lead to generous witness to the Gospel.


Then the mayor of Lourdes Jean-Pierre Artiganave welcomed the participants. The work of the congress was introduced by Cardinal Renato Raffaele Martino, president of the Pontifical Council for Migrants and Itinerant Peoples who considered the two fundamental traits of the continent of Europe: common Christian roots and increasing mobility of people and ideas. The Church is called to interpret them – the Cardinal said – to promote brotherhood and solidarity. 


Recalling that on 8 December Lourdes will start a Jubilee Year for the 150th  anniversary of Our Lady's apparition to Bernadette, the Cardinal underlined the importance of invoking as a gift from the Father the heart of a child, ready to welcome the Good News and so for conversion, the first grace of every pilgrimage. The Pastoral theme of the Congress this year is “Let yourselves be reconciled with God”. On a spiritual pilgrimage Christians are call to experience the forgiveness Christ offers. Pilgrims need places of silence and communion among themselves so that may hear God speaking to their heart, like for example St Francis of Assisi, who allowed himself to be guided by the experience of God-Love and became a man of peace, tolerance and dialogue.


In a world which pushes illness and weakness to the margins of society - Cardinal Martino said - the director of pilgrimages and the rector of a Shrine bear witness that the heart of God is first and foremost mercy. But his work must go beyond the spiritual laboratories, of shrines and pilgrimages, to put the dignity of every person at the centre of our concern, and all the problems of society today.


In his address the Bishop Jacques Perrier of Lourdes, greeted the participants and illustrated briefly celebrations planned to mark the special Jubilee year in 2008 for 150th anniversary of the apparitions of the Blessed Virgin Mary. A year of grace and joy, as in the Bible; a time for being set free and making a new start. The Church returned to this Biblical tradition, the Pope's periodically call regular  Holy Years as well as special Jubilee years. The first apparitions happened in 1858, which was a special Holy Year. In those apparitions we find elements called for by Pope and the bishops for these events: catechesis, prayer and penance. Although young Bernadette was never in good health, of material wealth, she was a person who spread happiness. Since then, in a way, every day in Lourdes is an experience of the grace of a Holy Year: “an announcement of good news for the poor,… proclamation freedom to captives and to the blind new sight” (Lk 4,18-19). Lourdes is a “never ending Jubilee”. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 11/9/2007 – righe 41, parole 594)   

Blessed Virgin Mary - Marian Dimension of Pastoral Care Symposium in context of new pastoral challenges, the bi-centenary of Chile's independence and the 5th General Conference in Aparecida    

 Maipú (Agenzia Fides) - 'The Marian Dimension of Pastoral Care' is the title of a Symposium organised by the Chilean Bishops' Commission for Shrines and Popular Piety 26 and 27 September at the national Marian Shrine of Maipú, in the context of Chile's National Day of Prayer.  

In its letter to present the Symposium the Commission recalls that the Blessed Virgin Mary is present in every corner of the country as "a grace received, a gift to take special care of at this time of great challenges for our work". Among the reasons for the Symposium the Commission mentions the start of the new millennium "is a call to look at present day culture and its historical roots and the significance of the ‘Marian event’; recent cultural changes which pose new pastoral challenges; two hundred years of Chile's independence “invite us to look at the situation from this point of view". In this context and motivated by the 5th General Conference of the Council of Bishops' Conferences of Latin America and the Caribbean in Aparecida the members of the Commission wanted the Symposium "help revive our gaze and offer the fruits of its reflection to the Church as a contribution for future pastoral guidelines”.  

Participants at the Symposium will include Marian Shrine pastoral teams, Marian Movements, institutes and congregations and all pastoral workers interested in the subject. The aim is to encourage reflection on Marian Pastoral Care in view of evangelisation in Chile. A specific goal is to identify the principal challenges posed to Marian Pastoral care by modernity and the impact of new technologies, and to indicate how Marian Pastoral can help Chile celebrate its bi-centenary. Conferences will focus on the following subjects: "Historical Look at the Marian Event in Chile"; "How Marian evangelisation helped build the culture of Chile"; "First evangelisation: Mariology of religious congregations and its contribution to the country's Marian"; "The Blessed Virgin Mary and Popular Piety in Aparecida". (RG) (Agenzia Fides 26/9/2007; righe 26, parole 352)  

Mass media The social communicator profession and its challenges in Latin America 

Bogota (Agenzia Fides) - To offer space for reflection on the social communicator profession and the ethical challenges posed by the context of Latin America, a Latin American Congress on the Ethics of Communication is being held 10 - 12 September Bogota, Colombia . The Congress, organised by the CELAM Communications Department, has brought together over 100 experts, professors and students of communications.

The event is taking place at the San Buenaventura University. The inauguration ceremony was presided by Bishop Héctor Gutiérrez of the diocese of Engativá (Colombia), who is president of CELAM Communications Department. Conferences will be given on the following subjects: "Ethnic challenges in the Latin America communications situation", "Communications and ethics for authentic humanity ", “Journalism as a mission and challenge", "Ethics of journalistic communication", "Ethic challenges for the professional communicator". The Congress will end with the presentation of a study on the ethics of communication at the universities of Peru and Ecuador, and the reading of final resolutions. (RG) (Agenzia Fides 11/9/2007; righe 13, parole 162)

Media - Multimedia Evangelisation: Tej-Prasarini Salesian Communications Centre in Mumbai, most useful for the Church in India ever more present in the new media 

Mumbai (Agenzia Fides) - For some years now the Catholic Church in India has given priority attention to increasing its presence in the media which offer new forums for evangelisation. 

This intuition led the local Church to give full support to a new Tej-Prasarini Media Centre launched by the Salesian Fathers in Mumbai. Tej-Prasarini, or 'Diffusing Light'  is a Centre for both multimedia production and training.

Director Joaquim Fernandes says “the Centre began in 1991 as an audiocassette service to support catechists in rural Christian areas of Maharashtra. Later it merged with the Salesian Centre for Catechesis in Pune and in 1993 the Centre made its official site in Mumbai still regarded as India's “media capital” . Here it began to expand, becoming a centre for multimedia production for the Salesians in Mumbai producing material in English, Hindi and Marathi, on catechetics, pedagogical issues, education to the media, humanistic-religious subjects, education to peace. The material produced serves educators and religious institutes Christian and non. 

According to the September 2007 issue of the Salesian Bulletin, Tej-Prasarini began training programmes to develop creativity and critical awareness with regard to the use of the media. It networked with schools and other centres of education, sustaining religious and state teachers in their work of educating with modern means. 

To meet the ever growing request for audio-visual material the Salesians opened Tej-Kiran (Ray of Light) recording studios and in 2004 the Bosco Information Service. 

It continued to produce music (bhajans, prayers set to music ) in Hindi and English, but - as Fernandes says , “one of its most successful initiatives was Quality Life Education Series, available for peoples of all religions. Each volume of the series has a session ready for educators who need only apply it using an interactive method. This successful initiative recently drew the attention of the government education observatory. 

In 2001 Tej-Prasarini was invited to collaborate with UNICEF to promote awareness among school pupils with regard to AIDS. The Centre organises capacity building workshops for young people  in various fields: speaking in public, dance, music, drama, elocution and film, production. (PA) (Agenzia Fides 12/9/2007 righe 33 parole 347)

Media - 10th Continental Meeting of RIIAL, the Latin American Church's computer network, concludes with commitment to create new forms of presence and new services in the light of the Great Continental Mission Tegucigalpa (Agenzia Fides) - The 10th Continental Meeting of RIIAL, the Latin American Church's computer network, held in Honduras in Valle de los Ángeles, near Tegucigalpa came to a close on Friday 21 September. The 86 participants included bishops, priests, men and women religious and lay people involved in pastoral care in the field of communications and IT (see Fides 18/9/2007).    

Archbishop Claudio M. Celli, President of the Pontifical Council for Social Communications in Rome, present for the meeting, said "communication" must be 'missionary' and urged everyone to take part in the great Continental Mission launched by 5th General Conference of the Council of Bishops' Conferences of Latin America and the Caribbean in Aparecida  in May this year.   

Leticia Soberón, RIIAL co-ordinator, said the goals of the Continental Meeting revealed a desire to create new forms of presence and new RIIAL services in Latin America, in the light of the Continental Mission. Special efforts will be made to "find ways to promote inclusion of communities which are remote and most in need". Archbishop Celli expressed joy for the results of the meeting, and its ecclesial spirit and he encouraged the participants to be missionaries, to become professional "deacons of the digital culture ”, keeping in mind the next Synod of Bishops in Rome in 2008, which will reflect on the Word of God in the Life of the Church.

The Meeting closed with a solemn Mass at the Marian Shrine of Suyapa presided by Cardinal Óscar Rodríguez Maradiaga, during which special prayers were said in front of the venerated image of Our Lady of Suyapa, patroness of Honduras. At the end of Mass Archbishop Celli gave each delegate a Crucifix and a Rosary as a sign of commitment for the mission to evangelise and urged all those present to take and active part in the great continental mission called by the CELAM General Conference in Aparecida.

Resolutions reached after five days of discussion included concrete action for the pastoral use of new technology, and it emerged that RIIAL meets social-cultural and evangelising needs in every context of the present day and is a reality which builds networks in the Church in a spirit of solidarity, creating harmony among technicians, pastoral workers, clergy and bishops, so Church all realities may use RIIAL. A proposal was made to develop strategic alliances with social organisations and bodies similar to RIIAL; to build a bank of resources; to offer economic support to RIIAL projects by means of a Foundation. (RG) (Agenzia Fides 25/9/2007; righe 31, parole 416)     

See RIIAL resolutions in Spanish 

http://www.fides.org/spa/documents/conclusiones_riial_2007_2.doc
Media - Newsroom 68H, first radio station in Indonesian Papua

Jayapura (Agenzia Fides) – People in Indonesian Papua – also called Irian Jaya province in the far east of the Indonesian archipelago– are welcoming the opening of a new means of communication, a local radio station. In an area covered almost entirely by rain forest inhabited by indigenous tribes in small villages and settlements– with no basic infrastructures such as roads, water supplies, electricity, telephone lines– a radio is something new, a means connecting with the outside world to use new technology. The radio will circulate news and break the isolation in this remote part of the world. The independent radio station Newsroom 68H connected with the Independent Radio Network, will have professionally trained local staff.

In recent months civil authorities and the people themselves were sceptical that a radio could be started in Papua, a region rich in natural resources but still totally undeveloped. But the project succeeded. A fundamental problem was electricity and this was solved with the construction of a small hydroelectric power plant to provide the radio with necessary electricity. The energy produced will also serve a school, a church and many homes in the area. As many as two thousand people gathered to take part in a banquet to celebrate the event. 

For years the central highland area has been the scene of fighting between the Indonesian army and separatist movements. The people accuse the police of violating human rights, extra-judicial killings and torture. The new radio plans to defend human rights and dignity and to promote development. Papua has a population 80% protestant, 15% Catholic and small groups of Muslims and Animists. The local Church has welcomed the new radio and hopes it will promote reconciliation, respect for human rights and development. (PA) (Agenzia Fides 27/9/2007 righe 26 parole 259)

Mexico City (Agenzia Fides) - This week in view of 'Migrant's Day' 2007, the archdiocese of Mexico City, through its Commission for Pastoral Care of Migrants, has been holding a series of activities and events. The first was an exhibition 'Migration, sign of the times' inaugurated at the railway station Medical Centre. Tuesday 11 September Cardinal Norberto Rivera Carrera, Archbishop of Mexico, visited the Las Agujas Centre for Migrants at Iztapalapa, to comfort and encourage the inmates. The Cardinal celebrated Mass in the courtyard and listened to the tales of suffering and desperation of those present. The people at Las Agujas are illegal immigrants waiting for their situation to be legalised. 

The Cardinal said people forced to leave their country in search of a better life and more opportunities deserve the understanding and love of all. The Cardinal said the Federal Government has achieved much with regard to respect for human rights and international agreements, but that much remains to be done. He told those present that the Mexican Bishops are working together with the Catholic Bishops of the United States to improve conditions for emigrants and to ensure they are treated not as goods for exchange but as individual persons with intrinsic dignity. "Emigrants are not tourists or holiday makers, they are persons who are desperate to provide a more worthy life for their families". Cardinal Rivera said the bad treatment given to emigrants is a tragedy of our times because it violates one of the most basic human rights: freedom of transit, and in this sense he appealed for charity and solidarity. 

Thursday 13 September in various parish and churches in the city centre organised hours of Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament for emigrants. Friday 14 there will be a Way of the Cross for emigrants at the cathedral to reflect on the sacrifices and efforts of emigrants on their way to places where they dream of better living conditions. 

Sunday 30 September the Cathedral dedicated to Jesus Lord of Mercy, in the city of Nezahualcoyotl, state of Mexico, emigrants are invited to take part with their traditions and customs at a fair of cooking and local crafts. 

These initiatives aim to increase awareness that the mission of the Church and families in Mexico is to welcome immigrants with Christian hospitality and sharing with them the Good News of Christ, as a way of restoring trust and hope of these people who have left home and family. In Mexico the Church is actively involved in providing pastoral care for migrants in the country to alleviate their solitude and discouragement. (RG) (Agenzia Fides 14/9/2007; righe 32, parole 465)

Washington (Agenzia Fides) - "Human trafficking is a horrific crime against the basic dignity and rights of the human person and all efforts must be expended to end it. In the end, we must work together---church, state, and community---to eliminate the root causes and markets that permit traffickers to flourish; to make whole the survivors of this crime; and to ensure that one day soon trafficking in human persons vanishes from the face of the earth."  This was part of a recent statement signed by Bishop Gerald R. Barnes Bishop of San Bernardino (California), President of the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops' Committee on Migration, in which the Bishops urge the government and Catholics to work together to eradicate this trafficking. The Bishops say they wish to "call attention to this tragic reality to raise awareness among Catholics and others of good will about its devastating impact on vulnerable persons. We urge Catholics to work together to identify survivors of human trafficking and to help rescue them from their bondage" 

They say the international community is only just beginning to understand the vastness and impact of human trafficking in the world and so solutions to the problem are slow in coming. Hence the need to involve the entire international community to eradicate the causes of the problem and bring those involved to judgement.

They recall that in the United States, "the Trafficking Victims Protection Act of 2000 provides an important framework for responding to human trafficking" but has not been effectively applied. " This legislation should be re-authorised, adequately funded, and aggressively implemented" the bishops affirm. They also call on the " Federal Government to increase educational efforts so that all Americans become more aware of this problem”. The statement ends "We call upon Congress to enact comprehensive immigration reform, which would provide legal avenues for men, women, and their families to enter the country and work legally and safely." " As Catholic bishops, we pledge to use the resources of the church to help end this affliction. We also pledge to use our teaching authority to educate Catholics and others about human trafficking" the Bishops conclude. (RG) (Agenzia Fides 17/9/2007; righe 24, parole 324)

See statement in English

http://www.fides.org/eng/documents/usccb_committee_on_migration.doc

SUPER QUESTIONES 

VATICAN - Final statement of the 22nd International Congress of the Apostleship of the Sea 

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) – “We pledge to remain in solidarity with the People of the Sea as witnesses of Hope, through Proclamation of the Word, Liturgy and Diakonia and to advocate a consequent maritime humanism.  As AOS also strives to build peace, in justice, freedom, truth and solidarity, we renew our commitment to human promotion and evangelisation; an evangelisation which is “new in its ardour, in its methods, and in its expression” (John Paul II, Address to Cuban Bishops, 9 June 1998), remembering  Benedict XVI words “It is love that gives life”. This is the concluding paragraph of a final document issued at the end of the 22nd World Congress of the Apostleship of the Sea held in Gdynia, Poland 24 - 29 June 2007. 

Two hundred seventy delegates, Archbishops, Bishops, Priests, Deacons, Religious, Lay Members and Volunteers, Maritime Personnel, Observers and Guests, came from 60 countries, to reflect on the theme “In Solidarity with the People of the Sea as Witnesses of Hope, through Proclamation of the Word, Liturgy and Diakonia”. From the beginning the Congress was designed and planned to be a pastoral event. The word “pastoral” is taken here also in the wide sense, as it did not want to exclude anything inherent to the life and work of the men and women of the sea.   This Congress was intended to give to AOS the opportunity to think and take stock on what constitutes its spirituality and its specific contribution to the maritime world.


In the Conclusions the delegates say inspired by the theme In Solidarity with the People of the Sea as Witnesses of Hope, through Proclamation of the Word, Liturgy and Diakonia, and after having reflected and prayed during the XXII AOS World Congress in Gdynia (Poland) the delegates believe that as AOS they are called to introduce into the maritime world a “ Christian humanism of Hope”, through their presence and testimony in seafaring and fishing communities. Hope is the sure and steadfast anchor of the soul. This hope, for us Christians, has a name: Jesus Christ, the Risen Lord. Aware of the challenges faced by the maritime community and their ministers, delegates were reminded that their deficiencies are not an obstacle to Hope. Part of the AOS mission, therefore, is to bring this message of Hope to the maritime community by also being the voice of voiceless people. The dignity of each person must be respected – and is, in fact, the foundation for inter-religious dialogue. Echoing Pope Benedict (Deus Caritas Est, 38)), AOS activities “will always be insufficient unless they visibly express a love for the people they work with, a love nourished by one’s encounter with Christ.” We are loved by God so we can love others." They reaffirm commitment to the threefold responsibilities which constitute the essence and specificity of all our pastoral engagement: The place of the proclamation of the Word of God in AOS; The celebration of the Sacraments as the source and “raison d’être” of our pastoral care; The service, “diakonia”, to all but especially to the poorest.”.

Projects and initiatives mentioned in the final document include: Establish dialogue with the country of origin of visiting Catholic seafarers. Encourage and develop courses for lay leaders and ministers aboard ship in consultation with AOS International  when it is beyond the responsibility of the National Director. Participation in Ship Welfare Visitors’ Training Course, the ICMA's Seafarers Ministry Training program and other training possibilities are encouraged. Mention must be made of the Houston Maritime Chaplaincy Training Programme. The development of AOS in countries where it does not exist is a priority. Exchange of personnel and twinning should be considered. Because this effort falls outside the national boundaries, concrete communion with AOS International is required also to keep the principle of equity and the common good.Implementation of HIV/AIDS and other health and hygiene awareness programs are an urgent necessity, not neglecting ethical principles.The regular celebration of Masses focusing on seafarers and their families in parish churches should be publicised regularly to seafarers on board.Identifying and supporting onboard leaders can help in the recruiting and training of Extraordinary Ministers of the Eucharist.The recent initiatives regarding cruise ship ministry, networking, AOS International Website, communication and ship tracking must be strengthened.Plans to inform the Church about the website, train AOS members and seafarer families, need development. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 5/9/2007, righe 39, parole 557)

See final document

Italian

http://www.fides.org/ita/documents/ap_mare_Final_document-ita.doc
English

http://www.fides.org/eng/documents/ap_mare_Final_document-eng.doc
French

http://www.fides.org/fra/documents/ap_mare_Final_document-Fra.doc
Spanish

http://www.fides.org/spa/documents/ap_mare_Final_document-spa.doc
ASIA/CAMBODIA - The local Catholic Church in Cambodia strives to live and implement the spirit of Vatican II in order to contribute to the country's moral growth.

Interview with Bishop Emile Destombes, Vicar Apostolic of Phnom Penh, Cambodia and president of the Catholic Bishops' Conference of Laos and Cambodia CELAC

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) – “In this ad limina visit we have celebrated Mass at the tomb of Saint Peter. We have experienced the close bond which exists with the Church of Rome and we have lived and shared fraternal charity within the universal Church. As Bishops of communities which are distant from Rome, we have experienced profound communion with the Pope, the Cardinals and the whole Church in Rome". This statement was part of an interview kindly given to Fides by Bishop Emile Destombes, Vicar Apostolic of Phnom Penh, Cambodia and president of the Catholic Bishops' Conference of Laos and Cambodia CELAC, presently  in Rome for the five yearly ad limina visit to pray at the tombs of the Apostles Peter and Paul and to have meetings with Pope Benedict XVI, as individual bishops and as a Conference.

Bishop Destombes could you tell us briefly how the Catholic Church in Cambodia began and developed?

Recently we celebrated the 450th anniversary of the evangelisation of Cambodia. Today the local Catholic Church is a small community but with a long history. The history of Catholic missions began in 1554 with a visit by the Jesuit priest Fernandez Mendez Pinto. The first communities were founded in the 17th century by Jesuits, Dominicans and Franciscans. In the mid 1700 the Catechism was translated into Khmer by the priests of the Paris Foreign Missions Society MEP, and in 1850 the Apostolic Prefecture of Cambodia was created. The first Cambodian born priest was ordained 1957, but in 1975, with the coming to power of the Red Khmers, all foreign missionaries were expelled and the activity of the local Church came to a standstill. Only in 1990 were Christians granted freedom of belief and worship.

What were the principal obstacles for missionary activity?

The greatest difficulties were experienced under the Red Khmers regime (1975-1979) which dehumanised the country and tried to remove all trace of the faith. Later the government gradually allowed public worship and practice of Christian religion. Naturally, during the period of terror, the flame of the Christian faith continued to burn in the hearts of the faithful although it could not be lived in the open. In later years when Cambodia began to open to the world again the local Church was able to reorganise herself.

What is the situation today? How large is the Catholic community?

According to official estimates today there are 22,000 Catholics of whom one third are Cambodian and two thirds are of Vietnamese origin. It should be said that in the past there was tension and animosity between these two peoples of different ethnic origin, language, customs, culture and religion, Cambodians being mainly followers of Theravada Buddhism and Vietnamese mainly Hinayana Buddhism. However faith in Christ makes it possible to have unity in diversity. The mentalities of these two ethnic groups are quite different but our task is to find unity. 

Today the Church in Cambodia is formed of small active and well organised communities. We strive to follow and implement the vision and the spirit of the Second Vatican Council: the Church is not just the Pope and the Bishops, it is the whole people of God each with different functions, charisma and roles. 

What are the main priorities? Do you have vocations to the priesthood?

One urgent priority is formation, formation of priests, formation of the community, to help the laity assume greater responsibility. At present we have only 5 Cambodian born priests, formed after the period of the Red Khmers. We have 96 missionary priests of whom 8 are diocesan and the rest belong to various congregations, and we have 102 women religious.

We are forming special Commissions to animate each parish: a Liturgy Commission (to prepare liturgies, hymns etc); a Catechesis and Education Commission, which is a task not only for priests and religious; a Commission for Charity work and social service, to provide assistance for the poor, the abandoned, people with AIDS. We wish every community to have these three commissions. 

How does the Church live in relation to the country's social and political life? How is the Catholic Church seen by the authorities and by the man on the street?

The Church is present not in word but in action. Christians take an active part in public life. For years the Church in Cambodia was a Church of the “catacombs”, today it has public recognition and esteemed by the people and the civil authorities especially for its service to the poor and the needy and its efforts to promote the values of charity, peace and solidarity in every sector of society. We strive in particular to implement Vatican II's extraordinary Gaudium et Spes document: the Church assumes and makes her own the joys and sufferings, the anxieties of the world. Catholics hope to win the solidarity of all the Cambodian people and wish to be present in economic, social, cultural and political life of the country to offer their specific contribution and serve the progress and development of the nation. (PA) (Agenzia Fides 6/9/2007  righe 43 parole 439)

VATICAN  - THE WORDS OF DOCTRINE - Explain the Catechism: An urgent priority for bishops and priests 

Rev. Nicola Bux and Rev. Salvatore Vitiello

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) -  School is once again to start with grammar, syntax, arithmetic tables: they have realised that boys and girls know little about elementary things. The Church too in the past used the Catechism to hand on certain fundamental truths to children and adults and would only then offer testimony in word and deed: now in many places people are realising that for some decades these fundamental truths have either not been handed down at all, or only partly. 


One example: for many, the souls of persons known for their evil deeds are regarded as evil spirits or demons; not to mention statistics which show percentages with regard to the ignorance among Catholics of the Trinity, the divinity of Jesus, basic truths once known as the “principal mysteries of the faith ”. This is why in 1985 the Synod of Bishops stressed the urgent need to compile a new Catechism. John Paul II did and now we also have a more agile Compendium. But in many ‘pastoral plans’ of this no trace is found. Let's hope that the Pope's call to young people at the recent Catholic youth gathering in Loreto to “change the world in the name of Jesus” will make priests and lay people understand the necessity to start from spiritual and intellectual knowledge of this Name, since it holds within it a force for change, a power to save far greater than any pastoral strategy. This knowledge is taught with the Catechism. Therefore energies should not be wasted on ‘legality marches’ – Paul teaches us that the Law does not save mankind -– if anything with the announcement of God's commandments. 


However the Decalogue is not enough, first, and more important, comes Deus caritas which Jesus brought into the world. In fact, Pope Benedict XVI in Austria recalled that “The heart of the mission of Jesus Christ and all Christians is to announce the Kingdom of God. The announcement in the name of Christ means for the Church, priests, men and women religious and all the baptised, commitment to be present in the world as His witnesses”. Truly the name of Jesus changes the world, we need only to think of what happened during two thousands years of evangelisation: not only is His name known to the peoples, from east to west, it has curbed the evil which we Christians have committed even in his name. His name is far more powerful not only than absolute evil but also than our own personal evil since in His name we are born through baptism to new life. So let us give to Caesar, to the state, what is of the state; the Church is of God and she must teach people to give to God what is His. Let us resume announcing Jesus Christ– a name which means ‘God saves through the One He has sent' – and then mankind will truly encounter God, sent to save us from all evil and sin. In fact the Fathers say that directly behind those who announce the Gospel, comes He, Jesus the Lord. 


Let us refuse the slogan ‘tolerance zero’, so contrary to ‘multa tolerare’ of patristic memory. If God not only tolerates evil, He even loves evil doers, who are we to rise above Him? It is love which conquers evil, it is grace which triumphs over legality. Windscreen washers today, slaves in ancient times, thirst above all for inner freedom but they do not realise it: “…we began to explain the catechism to them, inherent to baptism, that is its wondrous effects on body and soul. When, on the basis of the answers they gave to our questions, it appeared they had sufficiently understood, we began a more profound teaching, with regard to the unicity of God, the distribution of reward and punishment according to the merits of each one, and all the rest. We asked them to make an examination of conscience and to show repentance for sins committed. Lastly, when they appeared to be sufficiently prepared, we explained to them the mystery of the Trinity, the incarnation and the passion and showed them Christ nailed to the cross, as depicted above the baptismal font into which run rivulets of blood from the wounds of Christ, we led them, in the recitation in their own language of the act of contrition”. This is what Pierre Claver apostle of the slaves did in 1627. This is what the priests and catechists of the third millennium must do. This is difficult? Religious ignorance, Blessed Mother Teresa used to say is much more serious than hunger for bread. 

      
The Second Vatican Council wished to be simply a going back to speaking to the world about God: the Father who loves, the Son who saves, the Spirit who gives new life. This is why we must speak to people about Jesus, because Jesus made God known bringing himself and making all things new. Speak about Jesus, his words, his miracles, his life. This is what He did in his conversations with the rich young man and with the Samaritan woman, with Zaccheus the tax collector and with the woman caught in adultery - sermons on values, on legality and peace, convert no one– He looked at them with love, just as God looks at us. And whatever God looks at He heals and saves. So dialogue is a fact of heart first of all rather than intellect. It was this type of dialogue with the modern world, with societies, with cultures, with sciences, that the Council intended to launch anew. From dialogue of salvation,  said Paul VI and John Paul II, is born the civilisation of truth and love which is first of all the Church, Christian civilisation. The Council wished, not to open new ways, but to lead mankind, always inclined to wander from the road, weak by nature, prone to sickness and death, back to the 'Way' to God, that is Jesus, the Truth and the Life. This is how the world can be changed in the name of Jesus. (Agenzia Fides 13/9/2007; righe 60, parole 955)

ASIA/INDONESIA - “Flores, happy island of Muslim-Christian harmony among families, in schools and in society”: testimony from Sr Daniela Martinello, 13 years on mission in Indonesia

Ende (Agenzia Fides) - “The Indonesian island of Flores is a happy example of Muslim Christian harmony among families, in schools and in society. This happens when there is respect and reciprocal trust and joint efforts for the common good”: this is part of a conversation Fides had with Sr Daniela Martinello, a member of the congregation of Holy Face Sisters, who has been on mission in Indonesia for 13 years. 

Flores is the only part of Indonesia, a Muslim majority country with 200 million Muslims, where Christians are a majority due to its Portuguese heritage: Flores has a population of 1.5 million 60% Catholic and 40% Muslim.

Sr Daniela tells how the Sisters of the Holy Face of Jesus a congregation founded by Blessed Maria Pia Mastena to “propagate, repair and re-establish the sweet face of Jesus in souls” began their mission in Indonesia: “ In 1991, we were invited to Asia and we went to Indonesia and settled in Flores and Timor. In this far east Asian people our charisma was welcomed, incarnated and enriched in the sober and meditative style of these people who value silence and a proper measure in all things. We sisters, Italians and Indonesians, live with the simplicity of the Gospel in schools, catechism classes, caring for university students and members of parish groups, adults of various associations, and pastoral work in the parish. We also care for the poor in our Houses and at home: the sick, prisoners, anyone who comes to us for help, Catholics, Protestants, Muslims or Hindus, with whom we live happily promoting dialogue and ecumenism”.

Today Holy face Sisters are involved in basic pastoral care in the archdiocese of Ende and in the villages of Maumere and Kupang, in Timor: “We have found a context of enthusiasm for the faith, but not deeply rooted since it is grafted onto an animist cultural background. There is a strong and developed lay reality, but lacking in formation and here our work is useful. We have begun to work with children organising Holy Childhood activity and opening a kindergarten where we give human and religious education in dialogue and agreement with the local government authorities”.

In Flores, says Sister Daniela, Muslim-Christian relations are exceptionally good: “There is harmony among Muslims and Christians in the same family, it is quite normal for children to be of different religions. I remember the story of twins one Catholic the other Muslim and example of harmony. The fact is that in Flores the institution of the family is still a strong cultural tradition and the bond of blood is important. In Flores there is a good Forum for Interreligious Dialogue, which often intervenes to settle disputes connected with all sorts of issues which are solved by a mixed team so enmity between the two communities does not arise”.

Both communities are on the watch for the possible presence of fundamentalists: “During Catholic and Muslim religious holidays people pay attention to new faces. The local people make sure possible radical fanatics stay away (we remember the clashes in the Moluccas Islands). Often young Muslims keep guard around a church and young Catholics keep watch at the local mosque to prevent the infiltration of fundamentalists. The police are always on the watch. Everyone works together to prevent small tensions from growing also because the situation of poverty is fertile ground for radicalism”.

In schools there is osmosis among Catholics and Muslims: “The local Muslims schools do not teach rigidly Koran  and some of the pupils are Catholics and Muslim children attend our schools. In both, in agreement with the local authorities, religious instruction is given : what is more as Sisters we were able to give vocation pastoral talks to Catholics in a Muslim school”.

Islam in Flores is tolerant, deeply influenced by Sufi mystics. It should be remembered Sister Daniela says, “ that Indonesia's first president Sukarno, who was exiled to Flores, dialogued with the Catholic community and some Christian values were elaborated in the Pancasila, five basic principles which inspire Indonesian social life”. 

“The two communities - Sister Daniela concludes - live in full respect and on excellent terms because both have at heart the common good”; an example she hopes will spread to other areas of Indonesia where there is tension and to the rest of the world. (PA) (Agenzia Fides 12/9/2007 righe 44 parole 471)

VATICAN - Made public today response from the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith to certain questions raised by the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops concerning artificial nutrition and hydration
Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) – Made public today was a response from the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith to certain questions raised by the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops concerning artificial nutrition and hydration. The replies were approved by the Holy Father during an audience granted to Cardinal William Joseph Levada, prefect of the congregation. The text of the responses has been published in its Latin original and in English, French, Italian, German, Spanish, Polish and Portuguese.

"First question: Is the administration of food and water (whether by natural or artificial means) to a patient in a 'vegetative state' morally obligatory except when they cannot be assimilated by the patient's body or cannot be administered to the patient without causing significant physical discomfort?

  "Response: Yes. The administration of food and water even by artificial means is, in principle, an ordinary and proportionate means of preserving life. It is therefore obligatory to the extent to which, and for as long as, it is shown to accomplish its proper finality, which is the hydration and

nourishment of the patient. In this way suffering and death by starvation and dehydration are prevented.

  "Second question: When nutrition and hydration are being supplied by artificial means to a patient in a 'permanent vegetative state,' may they be discontinued when competent physicians judge with moral certainty that the patient will never recover consciousness?

  "Response: No. A patient in a 'permanent vegetative state' is a person with fundamental human dignity and must, therefore, receive ordinary and proportionate care which includes, in principle, the administration of water and food even by artificial means."

An English-language note accompanying the responses indicates that: "When stating that the administration of food and water is morally obligatory 'in principle,' the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith does not exclude the possibility that, in very remote places or in situations of extreme poverty, the artificial provision of food and water may be physically impossible, and then 'ad impossibilia nemo tenetur.' However, the obligation to offer the minimal treatments that are available remains in place, as well as that of obtaining, if possible, the means necessary for an adequate support of life. Nor is the possibility excluded that, due to emerging complications, a patient may be unable to assimilate food and liquids, so that their provision becomes altogether useless. Finally, the possibility is not absolutely excluded that, in some rare cases, artificial nourishment and hydration may be excessively burdensome for the patient or may cause significant physical discomfort, for example resulting from complications in

the use of the means employed.

 "These exceptional cases, however, take nothing away from the general ethical criterion, according to which the provision of water and food, even by artificial means, always represents a 'natural means' for preserving life, and is not a 'therapeutic treatment.' Its use should therefore be considered 'ordinary and proportionate,' even when the 'vegetative state' is prolonged."(S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 15/9/2007; righe 42, parole 569)

VATICAN - WORDS OF DOCTRINE -The Church is by nature missionary  Rev Nicola Bux and Rev Salvatore Vitiello 

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) - During Mass on Sundays and feast days the congregation prays the Creed and proclaims faith in “one holy, catholic and apostolic” Church, mentioning four traits of the Church as Tradition and doctrine have handed on in the history of the faith. There is no explicit mention of “missionary nature” nevertheless the Church is missionary by nature. Her missionary nature from the theological point of view is implied in each of those mentioned traits, particularly her Catholic and Apostolic nature. How can all peoples be reached, how can the announcement of the salvation brought by Christ be rendered truly universal, that is Catholic, if not through the missionary impulse of the Church and her living members? How can we fulfil faithfully the duty of being apostles, the Lord's  faithful witnesses, announcers of the Word and humble and confident administrators  of Grace, if not through missionary activity, understood as an authentic constitutive factor of being Church?

Mission is not first and foremost a series of initiatives to be undertaken, a human project to achieve independently from listening to the reality and will of the Lord. Nor does mission depend on the available resources, human and economic. The great Saints began extraordinary missions without any human means but with the sole “powerful weapon” of the faith, total and confident trust in divine Providence, the certainty that we are totally loved by the Lord and so called to love others.

Mission is a question of self awareness. Who is the Christian? The missionary, the priest, the apostle? What is his specific identity? It is not a question of establishing roles, “power sharing ” in the Church! Even less is it a matter of distinguishing between “missionary Church” and “Church”, as if within the One Body of Christ there could exit autonomous organs not totally dependent and connected with the whole Body.

It is a question of starting from the one truly essential thing: a personal relationship with Jesus of Nazareth Lord and Christ, centre of the cosmos and of History, and the only Saviour of mankind. On each one's personal relationship with the Lord Jesus depends the entire mission of the Church. Then mission, constitutive of being the Church, is nourished first of all with prayer, as Pope Benedict XVI  recalled in Deus Caritas Est (37): “ It is time to reaffirm the importance of prayer in the face of the activism and the growing secularism of many Christians engaged in charitable work. Clearly, the Christian who prays does not claim to be able to change God's plans or correct what he has foreseen. Rather, he seeks an encounter with the Father of Jesus Christ, asking God to be present with the consolation of the Spirit to him and his work”.

Mission, we could say, is a question of identity and heart. Never forgetting that as in the early Christian times, only those who are able to defend the faith are able also to evangelise. Therefore “explaining the reasons” or, in more traditional terms, apologetics, is an essential moment of evangelisation and mission. (Agenzia Fides 20/9/2007; righe 36, parole 513)

Africa/Benin - “The family is at the centre of our pastoral work and we focus especially on Holy Childhood ” the president of the Catholic Bishops' Conference of Benin, in Rome for the ad limina visit speaks with Fides 

Roma (Agenzia Fides)- “The future of our Church in Benin is to give priority to the family since the family is the basic nucleus of society and of the Church” Bishop Antoine Ganyé, president of the Catholic Bishops' Conference of Benin and bishop of the diocese of Dassa-Zoumé told Fides. The Bishops of Benin are in Rome for their five yearly ad limina visit to pray at the tombs of St Peter and St Paul and to have meetings with the Pope as individual bishops and as a conference.  

“Unless the family is united it has no self awareness and society and the Church cannot go ahead. In the family there are children, adolescents and adults. In this perspective we give importance to Holy or Missionary Childhood because what is sown in the hearts of children remains despite the difficulties encountered as they grow up. Even it the young person wanders away, later he will return to what he received as a child ” Bishop Ganyé told Fides.

“Within Holy Childhood we have various associations and movements of apostolate for children. These guarantee catechetical, biblical, human, moral, spiritual and psychological formation suited to their young age. During school holidays we organise school camps with school teachers and some of the bishops who offer to help in this service and at the end we organise a great pilgrimage, particularly in my diocese where there is an important national Marian shrine” said the president of the Bishops' Conference of Benin. 


“We provide the same formation for adolescents who are living a difficult time as they become adults” Bishop Ganyé told Fides. “With regard to adults we stress the importance of marriage and its indissoluble nature. This aspect is not easily understood by our people and they find it a struggle to live fidelity in marriage. We explain that the indissolubility of marriage is not an imposition of the Church instead it is a law of nature, a law made by God”. 


Bishop Ganyé  underlines the importance of lay associations: “We have many Church Associations and Movements, Catholic Action, Charismatic Youth Renewal, Family Associations to help prepare the families of tomorrow, very active Associations of Catholic Students at high school and university level. For adults we have on going pastoral care with catechetical sessions. We even have meetings with non Christian parents whom we hope will one day receive the grace of conversion”.


“In conclusion, today we are building the Church of tomorrow” says the president of the Catholic Bishops' Conference of Benin.


With regard to inter-religious dialogue Bishop Ganyé says: “we have good relations with the Muslim community. However two aspects must be distinguished. In Benin there exists a traditionally moderate Islam open to dialogue. It is quite normal to have Christians and Muslims living happily together in the same family. The other aspect is that some young Muslims go to other countries for religious formation, mainly in northern Africa and many then return with an aggressive understanding of religion which is alien to the history and tradition of our country. However on the whole interreligious relations are good although Islamic fundamentalism is a problem in some northern parts of Benin”.


“We are on good terms with followers of Traditional African religions, Voodoo - says Bishop Ganyé -indeed most conversions happen among these people. Many are tired of Voodoo and are happy to talk with Catholic priests. Of course the custodians of Voodoo traditions do not like this but it does not stop us from having good relations with most followers of Traditional religions”. (L.M.) (Agenzia Fides 24/9/2007 righe 49 parole 657)

VATICAN - Message for the end of the month of Ramadan – “Christians and Muslims: called to promote a culture of peace"

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) – “In the troubled times we are passing through, religious believers have, as servants of the Almighty, a duty above all to work in favour of peace, by showing respect for the convictions of individuals and communities everywhere through freedom of religious practice. Religious freedom, which must not be reduced to mere freedom of worship, is one of the essential aspects of freedom of conscience, which is the right of every individual and a cornerstone of human rights” . This is an excerpt from the annual Message addressed to the Muslims of the world by the Pontifical Council for Interreligious Dialogue on the occasion of the end of the month of Ramadan. "Christians and Muslims: called to promote a culture of peace" is the title of this year's Message signed by Cardinal Jean-Louis Tauran, and Archbishop Pier Luigi Celata respectively president and secretary of the Pontifical Council.


The message says “It matters that all of us witness to our religious beliefs with a life increasingly integrated and in conformity with the Creator’s plan, a life concerned with serving our brothers and sisters in ever increasing solidarity and fraternity with members of other religions and all men of good will, in the desire to work together for the common good”.


Religious people have a duty to be “educators of peace, of human rights, of a freedom which respects each person, but also to ensure increasingly strong social bonds, because man must take care of his human brothers and sisters without discrimination”. The Message underlines that “Together, as members of different religious traditions, we are called to spread a teaching which honours all human creatures, a message of love between individuals and peoples. We are particularly responsible for ensuring that our young people, who will be in charge of tomorrow’s world, are formed in this spirit.”


The Message closes with a call to Christians and Muslims to continue and intensify reciprocal dialogue since “dialogue is the tool which can help us to escape from the endless spiral of conflict and multiple tensions which mark our societies, so that all peoples can live in serenity and peace and with mutual respect and harmony among their component groups

”. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 28/9/2007 – Righe 27; Parole 379)

See message in French, English and Italian
http://www.fides.org/ita/vita_chiesa/pcdi_280907.html
