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FIDES - 30 November 2007

FIDES SPECIAL FEATURE

Instrumentum mensis Novembris 

pro lectura Magisterii Summi Pontificis Benedicti XVI 

pro evangelizatione in terris missionum

Annus III – Numerus XI, November A.D. MMVII

Two, were the principal events of this month: the second Consistory of the Pontificate, 24 and 25 November during which Pope Benedict XVI created twenty three new Cardinals, and the publication of Pope Ratzinger's  second Encyclical, “Spe salvi”, presented at the beginning of Advent. Cardinals are called to be “apostles of God who is Love and witness to gospel hope”, and when he presented the Cardinals with their ring, Benedict XVI reminded them of the King they are called to serve: “and of the Throne upon which He was lifted up and was faithful to the end, in order to conquer sin and death with the power of divine mercy… Wearing the Cardinal's ring you are continually reminded to give your life for the Church" the Pope said. On November 10 the Holy Father granted a special audience to members of the Confraternities of the dioceses of Italy, reminding them of their calling to be “a community of brothers striving to live the Gospel aware of being a living part of the Church, and to put into practice the commandments of love ”. Important also was the audience granted to participants at the 34th Conference organised by the United National Food and Agriculture Organisation. The Pope drew attention to a concerning paradox of our times: “the relentless spread of poverty in a world that is also experiencing unprecedented prosperity, not only in the economic sphere but also in the rapidly developing fields of science and technology. ”. On the 8th of November, on the occasion of the 16th centenary since the death of St John Chrysostom, the Holy Father addressed a Letter to the Bishops and the Faithful in which he praises St John's service to maintain Church unity, “reinvigorating in his listeners the Christian identity, at a time in history when the Church was threatened from within and from outside ”. Receiving in audience the Italian Federation of Catholic Universities (F.U.C.I.) the Pope said “study constitutes a providential opportunity to advance on the journey of faith, because a well-cultivated intelligence opens the heart of man to listen to the voice of God, emphasising the importance of discernment and humility”.

(
SYNTHESIS INTERVENTUUM

1 November 2007 – Angelus

3 November 2007 – Telegramme of condolence for the death of Rev. Oreste Benzi

3 November 2007 – Audience to participants at New Families Conference 

4 November 2007 – Angelus

5 November 2007 –Papal Requiem Mass for the Cardinals and Bishops who died in the past 

7 November 2007 – General Audience.

8 November 2007 – Letter for the 16th centenary of the death of St John Chrysostom 

8 November 2007 – Message to President of the Pontifical Council for Culture for 12th public session 

9 November 2007 – Audience to Italian Federation of Catholic Universities 
10 November 2007 – Audience to Confraternities of the diocese of Italy

11 November 2007 – Angelus

12 November 2007 – Telegramme of condolence for the death of Cardinal Stephen Fumio Hamao 

12 November 2007 – Audience with the New Indonesian Ambassador to the Holy See   

14 November 2007 – General Audience.

16 November 2007 – Audience with participants at Meeting for General Superiors of Missionary Societies of Apostolic Life 

17 November 2007 – Audience with participants at 22nd International Conference promoted by the Pontifical Council for Health Pastoral Care 

18 November 2007 – Angelus

19 November 2007 – Audience with Bishops of Kenya in ad limina visit 

21 November 2007 – General Audience

22 November 2007 – Audience with participants at 34th session of the UN Food and Agricultural Organisation FAO

23 November 2007 – Meeting of prayer and reflection with the College of Cardinals on the occasion of the Consistory

24 November 2007 – Public Consistory for the creation of 23 new Cardinals 

25 November 2007 –Eucharistic Concelebration with the new Cardinals and consignment of the cardinal's ring 

25 November 2007 – Angelus

26 November 2007 – Audience with new Cardinals created during the Consistory
28 November 2007 – General Audience

28 November 2007 – Message for World Day for Migrants and Refugees 2008

30 November 2007 – Presentation of Pope Benedict XVI's second Encyclical “Spe salvi”
(
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INTERVENTUS SUPER QUAESTIONES

Liturgy– EUROPE/ITALY - In a parish in Bologna Masses in ancient Roman rite started on 1 November 

Education – AMERICA/CHILE - “To fight AIDS young people must be educated to chastity, fidelity and abstinence”: Auxiliary Bishop of Santiago opposes official government campaign

Family – EUROPE/GREAT BRITAIN - Catholic Church leaders issue statement on the Human Fertilisation and Embryology Bill: “a dangerous and unnecessary precedent which does not respect the dignity of the human person.”

Family – ASIA/SOUTH KOREA - “Sanctification of the Family” Advent 2007 theme chosen by local Catholic Church

Youth – AMERICA/UNITED STATES - "Young disciples: stewards of God's gifts on mission": appeal to young people to make good use of God's gifts, to live in chastity, the Bishops urge all Catholics to take a more active part in public life

Mission – Africa/Madagascar - “The priest of the third millennium: Witness of Christ and missionary in the Church and in society”: Catholic Church in Madagascar concludes third Synod

Life – AMERICA/URUGUAY - “Our opposition to abortion is not based on premises of a religious nature; the right of every human being to be born is a right inscribed in human nature": Bishops state

Life - AMERICA/ARGENTINA  - Bishop of Santa Rosa "totally rejects" approval of the "inhuman act contrary to natural" of “therapeutic” abortion
(
SUPER QUAESTIONES

EUROPE/ITALY - The legacy of Rev Oreste Benzi: “We are part of the Church and the Church has assigned to us a role in the world of slavery, poverty and abuse ”
VATICAN  WORDS OF DOCTRINE - Challenge or tribulation? Relativism is corroding the concept of martyrdom

Rev Nicola Bux and Rev. Salvatore Vitiello

Africa/Kenya - “We intend to continue our mission with the same enthusiasm of the first missionaries” says new Cardinal Njue, Archbishop of Nairobi, in Rome for ad limina visit

ASIA/INDONESIA - “Indonesia, a country where interreligious dialogue works and bears fruit ” Interview with Jesuit Fr. Ignazio Ismartono SJ, coordinator  Indonesian Bishops' Crisis and Reconciliation Service
VATICAN - WORDS OF DOCTRINE– Reality comes before ideology, including that of “gender”. Rev Nicola Bux and Rev Salvatore Vitiello

SPECIAL - WORDS OF DOCTRINE by Rev Nicola Bux and Rev Salvatore Vitiello 

SPE SALVI, the second Encyclical of His Holiness Benedict XVI

VATICAN - Josephine Bakhita, the slave who became the first Sudanese saint, cited as an example in Pope Benedict XVI 's  new encyclical Spe salvi

SYNTHESIS INTERVENTUUM

1 November 2007 – Angelus

VATICAN - Pope Benedict XVI  at the Angelus on All Saints Day: “At times we might think holiness is a privileged condition reserved for a few elect. In actual fact to become a saint is the task of every Christian, indeed we could say, of every person!”

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) – “The Christian is already holy because baptism unites him with Jesus and with His paschal mystery, but at the same time he must strive to be a saint by becoming more and more like Him. At times we might think holiness is a privileged condition reserved for a few elect. In actual fact to become a saint is the task of every Christian, indeed we could say, of every person!” Pope Benedict XVI   said this before leading the recitation of the midday Angelus prayer with the people gathered in St Peter's Square on November 1 All Saints Day. The Pope recalled that in the early Christian times members of the Church were referred to "the saints", and he cited St Paul who affirms that from all time God blessed us and chose us in Christ "to be holy and immaculate before Him in charity " (Ep 1,3-4). “Therefore all human persons are called to holiness– the Holy Father continued - which, in the final analysis, consists in living as true children of God, , in His "likeness" as we were created. All human beings are children of God and they all must become what they are, along the demanding path of freedom. God invites all men and women to be part of His holy people”. 


Benedict XVI the underlined that All Saints is followed immediately by All Souls: “Besides praising God and venerating the blessed spirits who the liturgy presents to us today as "a huge number, impossible for anyone to count, of people from every nation, race, tribe and language" (Rev 7,9), we pray for the repose of the souls of those who have gone before us passing from this world to eternal life … Actually the Church calls us every day to pray for them, offering also our daily sufferings and fatigue, so that, completely purified, they may be admitted to enjoy the eternal light and peace of the Lord.” The Pope concluded entrusting to the intercession of the Blessed Virgin Mary resplendent “at the centre of the assembly of the Saints”, our striving for holiness, our daily commitment and our loved ones who are dead.


After the Marian prayer the Pope greeted visitors in various languages, in English he said: " I greet all the English-speaking pilgrims and visitors present at today’s Angelus. The Solemnity of All Saints calls us to deepen our communion with the great figures of the Church who radiate the splendour of God’s kingdom of truth and love. May we strive to imitate their heroic virtues and follow their example along the path of perfection. I wish you and your families a happy feast day. May God bless you all!” (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 3/11/2007 – righe 28, parole 435)

See the Pope's address in various languages

http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/pontefici/pontefice.php?id=927

3 November 2007 – Telegramme of condolence for the death of Rev. Oreste Benzi

VATICAN - The Holy Father Pope Benedict XVI expresses his condolence for the death of Rev Oreste Benzi, “tireless apostle of charity to assist the helpless and those most in need”, who sought to address “the many social problems afflicting the world today ”

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) – The Holy Father Pope Benedict XVI sent a message of condolence to Bishop Francesco Lambiasi of the diocese of Rimini, through Cardinal Tarcisio Bertone Secretary of State, expressing his condolence to all who grieve the death of Rev Oreste Benzi, who died in early hours of November 2, recalling him as a “tireless apostle of charity to assist the helpless and those most in need”. Here is the telegramme:


“Having learned with deep sadness the news of the death of  Rev Oreste Benzi, humble and poor priest of Christ, meritorious founder and president of the Community Papa Giovanni XXIII,  the Holy Father wishes to express sincere condolences to those who mourn the priest's sudden death recalling his intense pastoral life as a parish priest and later as tireless apostle of charity to assist the helpless and those most in need seeking to address the many social problems afflicting the world today. As His Holiness prays for the eternal repose of the soul of the deceased priest faithful to his vocation and always a docile servant of the Church, he invokes from divine goodness Christian hopes and support for his entire spiritual family and diocese afflicted by such a grave loss and with affection sends to all the comfort of the apostolic blessing in faith in Christ's resurrection. Cardinal Tarcisio Bertone, Secretary of State to His Holiness” (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 3/11/2007; righe 16, parole 210)

3 November 2007 – Audience to participants at New Families Conference of the Focolari Movement

VATICAN - The Pope to participants at the Meeting “New Families” of the Focolari: “Your activity is a sign of hope and encouragement to Christian families to be privileged "place" in which to proclaim the beauty of putting Jesus Christ at the centre of every day life and of faithfully following the Gospel ”
Vatican City(Agenzia Fides) – “In the face of the many social and economic, cultural and religious challenges for present day society all over the world, your truly providential activity is a sign of hope and encouragement to Christian families to be privileged "places" in which to proclaim the beauty of putting Jesus Christ at the centre of every day life and of faithfully following the Gospel”. The Holy Father Pope Benedict XVI said this in his address to participants at an international New Families Meeting of the Focolari Movement on the occasion of the 40th anniversary of foundation, received in audience on 3 November.



In his address the Pope recalled that the New Families Movement, started 40 years ago within the Focolari Movement, today forms a network of 800,000 families in 182 countries “committed the making their home a ‘hearth’ which irradiates in the world testimony of family life based on the Gospel”. Benedict XVI then voiced praise for Chiara Lubich, and sent her his “good wishes, thanking her for continuing to guide the great family of the Focolari wisely and with unfailing fidelity to the Church.”



New Families are at the service of families all over the world “with important and ever timely pastoral assistance oriented in four directions: spirituality, education, sociality solidarity”. “Yours is an activity of silent and profound evangelisation – the Pope said -, to bear witness, that only family unity, a gift of God-Love, can render the family truly a nest of love, a home where life is welcomed and a school of Christian virtues and values for the children ”. Citing the theme of the Meeting - "A home built on the rock – the lived Gospel, the  answer to the problems of families today" – The Pope recalled “the secret is to live the Gospel!” and at the meeting besides reports on family situations in the different contexts, the participants also listened to the Word of God and to testimonies “which show how the Holy Spirit works in hearts and in family life even in complex and difficult situations”. Benedict XVI said he hoped the New Families would “identify ways to meet the growing needs of the family today and the many challenges it faces to enable it to fulfil its special mission in the Church and in society”.



Citing the post-synodal apostolic exhortations Christifideles laici and Familiaris consortio, Benedict XVI said that in God's plan the family “is a sacred and sanctifying place to which Church, is always close and supports even more so today since the family is threatened from within and from outside. So as not to be discouraged it is necessary to call for divine assistance” and the Pope said and he urged Christian families to turn with confidence to the Holy Family, where "in God's mysterious plan the Son of God lived a hidden life for many years: the Holy Family is then the prototype and example of all Christian families" (Familiaris Consortio n. 45). (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 5/11/2007; righe 37, parole 537)

See the Pope's address in Italian

http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/index.php

4 November 2007 – Angelus

VATICAN - “The Gospel tells us that love, coming from the heart of God and working through the heart of man, is the power which renews the world” Pope Benedict XVI said at the Angelus. Appeal for a peaceful solution to contrast between Turkey and Iraqi Kurdish region 

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) – For his Angelus reflection on Sunday November 4, the Holy Father Pope Benedict XVI  took his inspiration from Jesus' encounter with Zaccheus, the Gospel of the 31st  Sunday of the Liturgical year, to underline that “the grace of that unexpected encounter was such as to completely change the life of Zaccheus”. Addressing the crowds gathered in St Peter's Square to listen to him, the Pope recalled that Zaccheus, “the  tax collector of the Roman authorities and for this reason considered a public sinner”, anxious to see Jesus who was passing through Jericho and of small stature, climbed up a tree. “Jesus stopped exactly under that tree – the Pope continued - and addressing him by name said: ‘Zaccheus, come down quickly, today I must come to your house. What a message in this simple sentence! ‘Zaccheus’: Jesus calls by name a man despised by all. ‘Today’: yes, precisely this is the moment of salvation for him. ‘I must come: why ‘I must’? Because the Father, rich in mercy, wants Jesus to ‘find and save what was lost. The grace of that unexpected encounter was such as to completely change the life of Zaccheus”: ‘See – he tells Jesus – I will give half of my possessions to the poor and if I have defrauded anyone I will give back four times as much’. Once again the Gospel tells us that love, coming from the heart of God and working through the heart of man, is the power which renews the world.”



The Holy Father then recalled the figure of Saint Charles Borromeo, Archbishop of Milano, whose liturgical feast day is November 4, “an exemplary model of shepherd for charity, doctrine, apostolic zeal and above all prayer ”. His motto was "Humilitas", and as Benedict XVI recalled, “humility led him, like the Lord Jesus, to renounce self and become the servant of all”, the Pope concluded: “Recalling my venerated predecessor John Paul II, who bore his name with devotion, let us entrust to the intercession of St Charles all the bishops of the world for whom we invoke the heavenly protection of Most Holy Mary, Mother of the Church”.



After the Marian prayer the Pope appealed for a peaceful solution to tensions between Turkey and Iraqi Kurdish region, and for harmony among peoples: “News reports in recent days relative to events in the border region between Turkey and Iraq are for me a source of concern. I wish therefore to encourage every effort to reach a peaceful solution to the problems which recently emerged between Turkey and Iraqi Kurdish region. I cannot forget that numerous people have found refuge in that region from insecurity and terrorism which have made life difficult in Iraq in recent years. For the good of those peoples who include many Christians, I sincerely hope the sides will work to promote solutions of peace. I also hope between migrant and local people there may be relations in the spirit of moral civilisation which is fruit of the spiritual and cultural values of the different peoples and countries. May those charged with ensuring security and reception use means which guarantee the rights and duties at the basis of all true harmony and encounter among peoples.” (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 5/11/2007 – righe 37, parole 560)

See the Pope's address in various languages

http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/pontefici/pontefice.php?id=928
5 November 2007 – Papal Requiem Mass for the Cardinals and Bishops who died in the past year VATICAN - Benedict XVI presides Requiem Mass for the Cardinals and Bishops who died in the past year: “They were men of different characteristics, but the most important thing, friendship with the Lord Jesus, they had in common ”

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides)  - On the 5th November in St Peter's Basilica, the Holy Father Pope Benedict XVI presided the customary annual Requiem Mass for the Cardinals and Bishops who died in the past year. “The Church's prayers for the dead Benedict XVI  said in his homily  - is ‘founded’, we might say, on Jesus' own prayer, which we just heard in the Gospel: ‘Father, I want those you have given me to be with me where I am’ (Jn 17,24). Jesus is referring to his disciples, especially the apostles who are with Him at the Last Supper. However the Lord's prayer extends to his disciples of all times…. We can understand that He asks the Father if all disciples who have gone before us in the sign of the faith may be with Him in the house of his eternal glory”.


“Our thoughts go at this moment especially to the venerable brothers for whom we offer this Eucharist - the Pope said -. They were all men of different characteristics, due to personal vicissitudes and for the ministry exercised, but the most important thing they had in common: friendship with the Lord Jesus…  during his earthly life Jesus made known to them the name of God, allowing them to share in the love of the Most Holy Trinity. The Father's love for the Son entered into them and so the very Person of the Son, by virtue of the Holy Spirit, lived in each of them: an experience of divine nature which tends by nature to occupy the whole existence, transforming it and preparing it for the glory of eternal life”.


The Holy Father reflected on the first reading: the ancient prophecy of the Prophet Hosea - "He will revive us after two days; on the third day he will raise us up, to live in his presence." (Hos 6,2) – “expresses trust in the Lord's help: confidence which at times the people, sad to say, contradicted with its fickleness and superficiality, even going as far as to abuse of divine goodness. In the Person of Jesus, instead, love for God the Father becomes fully sincere, authentic and faithful. He assumes in himself the whole reality of ancient Israel bringing it to completion”. The Psalm “put on our lips the anguished longing of a Levite far from Jerusalem and the Temple and longing to return there to stand once again before the Lord (cfr Ps 41,1-3). "my soul thirsts for God, the living God: / when will I see the face of God?" (Ps 42/41,3). This thirst contains a truth which does not fail, hope which does not disappoint. It is thirst which even in the darkest night, illuminates the way to the source of life, as St John of the Cross sang so admirably. The Psalmist speaks of the lamenting of the soul, but at the centre and the end of his wonderful hymn he places a refrain filled with trust: "Why are you cast down, O my soul, and why are you in turmoil within me? Hope in God; for I shall again praise him, my salvation  and my God" (v. 6). In the light of Christ and his Paschal mystery, these words reveal their wonderful truth: not even death can render vain the hope of the believer, because Christ has entered for us the sanctuary of heaven and there, after preparing a place for us he will lead us”.


“With this faith and hope – the Pope said - our beloved Brothers recited this Psalm countless times…now, at the end of their exile on earth, they have reached the homeland. Following the way opened by the Risen Lord, they entered not in a temple built by human hands, but heaven itself. There, together with the Blessed Virgin Mary and all the Saints, they contemplate - and this is our prayer - at last the face of God and sing his praises for ever more. Amen!” (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 6/11/2007; righe 41, parole 638)  

See the Pope's homily in Italian

http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/pontefici/pontefice.php?id=930
7 November 2007 – General Audience

VATICAN - Pope Benedict XVI's general audience: “What do we learn from St Jerome? I would say this: to love the Word of God in Sacred Scripture … it is important for every Christian to live in personal contact and dialogue with the Word of God" 

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) –  Saint Jerome made the Bible the centre of his life: “he translated it into Latin, commented it in writings, and, above all, strove to live it concretely during his long life on this earth”. St Jerome, one of the Church Fathers, was the subject of the catechesis given by the Holy Father Pope Benedict XVI at the Wednesday general audience in St Peter's Square on November 7. 



Born in Stridone around the year 347 into a Christian family where he received good formation in the faith, Jerome was baptised in about 366, he turned to the ascetic life and went to Aquileia where he joined a group of fervent Christians. Later he moved further eastwards and lived as a hermit, dedicating his time to serious study and meditation on the Word of God. In 382 he went to live in Rome as advisor and secretary to Pope Damasus, who “encouraged him to begin a new Latin translation of the biblical texts for pastoral and cultural reasons”. When Pope Damasus died, Jerome left Rome and in 385 he set out to make a pilgrimage to the Holy Land and then to Egypt. In 386 on reaching Bethlehem, where he was to remain until his death, “he resumed intense activity: commentary on the Word of God; defending the faith, vigorously fighting various heresies; urging monks to strive for perfection; teaching classical and Christian culture to young pupils; welcoming pilgrims to the Holy Land with a pastoral spirit”. He died on 30 September 419/420 in his cell, close to the site of the Nativity”.


“His literary preparation and vast learning enabled Jerome to revise and translate much of the Bible: a work of great value for the Latin Church and the western culture – Pope Benedict XVI    underlined in his catechesis - . On the basis of original texts in Greek and Hebrew, he revised the four Gospels in the Latin language, then the Book of Psalms and a good part of the Old Testament. Taking into account the original Hebrew and Greek of the Settanta, the classical Greek version of the Old Testament of pre-Christian times, and earlier Latin versions, Jerome, assisted by other scholars, was able to offer a better translation: it constitutes what we call Vulgata, or the "official" text for the Latin Church, recognised as such by the Council of Trent and which, following recent revision, is still today the 'official' text for the Latin speaking Church ”. 


The Holy Father then underlined the importance of the criteria observed by Saint Jerome for his work of translation: respect even for the order of the words in Sacred Scripture, “since in Scripture, he says, ‘even the order of the words in a mystery, that is, a revelation”, and the necessity to have recourse to the original texts. A commentator on numerous Biblical texts, Jerome “ energetically and vivaciously confuted heretics”, he demonstrated the importance and the validity of Christian literature, he wrote biographies of monks illustrating the monastic ideal, he translated various works of Greek authors. 


At the end of his catechesis, Pope Benedict XVI asked a question: “What do we learn from St Jerome? I would say this: to love the Word of God in Sacred Scripture. - Saint Jerome says: ‘To ignore the Scriptures is to ignore Christ’. Therefore it is important for every Christian to live in personal contact and dialogue with the Word of God, given to us in Sacred Scripture”. The Pope then underlined that this dialogue must have two dimensions: a personal dimension, “because God speaks to each of us through Sacred Scripture and He has a message for each of us” which we must strive to understand, and a community dimension, since the Word of God builds up the community, it builds up the Church. “This is why we must read it in communion with the living Church. The privileged placed for reading and listening to the Word of God is the liturgy, in which, celebrating and rendering present in the Sacrament the Body of Christ, we actualise the Word in our life and make it present in our midst ”. The Pope concluded by recalling that the Word of God transcends time: “human opinions come and go. What is ultra modern today, tomorrow will be ultra old. Instead, the Word of God is Word of eternal life, it holds eternity within it, that is, it is valid for ever. So carrying within us the Word of God, we carry within us eternity, eternal life.” (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 8/11/2007 – righe 48, parole 702)

See the Pope's address in various languages
http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/index.php
8 November 2007 – Letter for the 16th centenary of the death of St John Chrysostom VATICAN - Papal Letter for the 16th centenary of the death of St John Chrysostom: “of outstanding missionary zeal; he sent missionaries to spread the Gospel among those who had yet to hear it ”

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) – “I am happy…that the occasion of the 16th centenary of the death of St John Chrysostom offers me an opportunity to evoke his luminous figure and propose it to the universal Church for common edification” the Holy Father Pope Benedict XVI  said this in a Letter addressed to the Bishops and the faithful  on the occasion of the 16th centenary of the death of St John Chrysostom, Bishop and Doctor of the Church. The Letter, dated 10 August 20007, was made public at the opening ceremony of an International Meeting on St John Chrysostom being held in Rome from the 8 to the 10 November.


The Holy Father recalls that John Chrysostom “is venerated by Christians of all times” and that in the early Church “he distinguished himself for a promoting ‘fruitful encounter between the Christian message and Hellenic culture' which ‘had a lasting impact on the Churches of the East and the West’… the Roman pontiffs always recognised him as a source of wisdom for the Church and their attention for his teaching increased in the past century”.


John Chrysostom was born at Antioch of Syria in the mid fourth century. While still young he asked to be baptised and embraced the ascetic life. After spending some time in the Syrian desert, he returned to Antioch where he served the Church as a lector and later as a deacon. In 386 hew as called to the priesthood by Flavianus, Bishop of Antioch. “During his 12 years of priestly ministry in the Antiochean Church, John distinguished himself for his capacity to interpret Scripture in a manner the faithful could understand.” He also sought “to strengthen the unity of the Church, ... at a historical moment in which it was threatened both internally and externally. He rightly felt that unity among Christians depends above all on a correct understanding of the central mystery of the Church’s faith: that of the Blessed Trinity and the Incarnation of the Divine Word.”. 


In 398 John was consecrated Bishop of Constantinople, where “he concerned himself with the reform of the clergy, encouraging priests by word and example to live in conformity with the Gospel. He supported monks living in cities, provided for their material needs and sought also to reform their life style, underlining that they were supposed to dedicate themselves exclusively to prayer and a retired life”. John lived a modest style of life and was most generous to the poor. On Sundays and feast days he dedicated himself to preaching “tirelessly denouncing the contrast that existed in the city between the extravagant wastefulness of the rich and the indigence of the poor.” At the same time, he encouraged the wealthy “to welcome homeless people into their own houses. He saw Christ in the poor man; and therefore encouraged others to do the same and act accordingly”. This earned him the hostility of some of the rich people and those in power.


“Among the bishops of his time – the Pope's Letter continues - John stood out for his missionary zeal; he sent missionaries to spread the Gospel among people who had never heard it.. He built hospitals to care for the sick…he said the Church's material assistance should be for all those in need regardless of their religious beliefs”. Called, because of his position as Bishop in the capital of the Empire of the East, to “mediate delicate relations between the Church and the imperial court" and "negotiate a series of ecclesial matters involving other Bishops and Sees”, he was the object of intrigues concocted against him by powerful adversaries and was exiled twice. He died on 14 September 1600 years ago at Comana del Ponto during the journey to the final destination of his second exile. With regard to the ministry of St John Chrysostom Pope Benedict XVI underlined his “courageous testimony to defend the faith of the Church…his selfless dedication to his pastoral ministry…outstanding efforts to promote reconciliation and full communion among Christians of East and West”. He spoke passionately of the unity of the Church spread throughout the world, stressing that she is “founded in Christ, the Divine Word, who with his Incarnation united himself with the Church as the head with the body... For Chrysostom, church unity  is achieved in Christ and witnessed especially in the Eucharist”. 
With great profundity, John Chrysostom develops his ideas on the effects of sacramental communion in believers. ...  He tirelessly repeats that preparation for Holy Communion must include penitence for sins and gratitude for the sacrifice Christ made for our salvation. Thus, he exhorts the faithful to participate fully and devotedly in the rites of divine liturgy and to receive Holy Communion in the same way”. He also reminds the faithful that Communion with the Body and Blood of Christ “obliges them to offer material assistance to the poor and the hungry living in their midst”. In the conclusion of his Letter, Pope Benedict XVI says “the 16th centenary of the death of St John Chrysostom is an opportunity to intensify studies about him, to rediscover his teaching and spread devotion to him”. “May the Fathers of the Church,” the Pope concludes, “become a stable point of reference for all Church theologians. To return to them, is to return to the beginnings of the Christian experience and savour its freshness and genuineness”. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 9/11/2007; righe 63, parole 895)

See Papal message in Italian

http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/pontefici/pontefice.php?id=933
8 November 2007 – Message to the President to the Pontifical Council of Culture on the occasion of the 12th public session Pontifical Academy

VATICAN - “Promote, in the Church and in the world, a worthy culture of human life, fecundated by the faith, able to propose the beauty of Christian life and respond adequately to the increasing challenges of the present day cultural and religious context”. The Pope addresses participants at the 12th Public Assembly of the Pontifical Academies 

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) – On the occasion of the 12th Public Assembly of the Pontifical Academies on the theme “Witnesses of His Love, God's love made visible by the martyrs and the works of the Church" in a message to the newly appointed president of the Pontifical Council for Culture, Archbishop Gianfranco Ravasi, the Holy Father Pope Benedict XVI expressed “special greetings and the wish for a fruitful ministry to promote and intensify the Church's dialogue with the cultures of our times."

After thanking “Cardinal Paul Poupard for generous valid service to the Church in his twenty five years as president of the Pontifical Council for Culture, and the impulse given to the Pontifical Academies in general, institutional renewal and encouragement of activity at the service of the whole Church”,  the Pope recalled “The celebration of this public session annually renews an opportunity for meeting and collaboration between the pontifical academies... in order to harmonise their various initiatives, all of which have a precise objective: promoting, both in the Church and the world, a culture worthy of human life, fecundated by faith, capable of proposing the beauty of Christian life and of providing an adequate response to the ever more numerous challenges of today's cultural and religious context. “"it is more necessary than ever to re-present the example of Christian martyrs, both those of antiquity and those of our own time, whose lives and witness, even to the spilling of their blood, are the supreme expression of love of God.”

An intervention by Prof. Letizia Ermini Pani, president of the Pontifical Academy of Sacred Archaeology, on “Means and places of Christian charity and assistance from the beginning to Hadrian I”, revealed the Roman's lively spirit of charity. “Hospitality for the pilgrims, for those far from home and often in need of accommodation and assistance”. 

Professor Bisconti, president of the Pontifical Academy of the Virtuosi at the Pantheon, in his intervention “The martyrs in the perspective of Christian charity: history, monuments, devotion, iconographic manifestations”, suggests “on the broader concept of charity considered in interaction with the idea, fundamental since early Christian times, solidarity.” “The bipolar concept which ties charity to solidarity, finds its most concrete manifestation in the genesis of the first exclusively Christian community cemeteries”, said Professor Bisconti.

(AP) (8/11/2007 Agenzia Fides; Righe:40; Parole:491)

9 November 2007 – Audience to delegation of Italian Federation of Catholic Universities 

VATICAN - Italian Federation of Catholic Universities “FUCI has contributed towards the formation of whole generations of exemplary Christians, who put into practice and spread the Gospel at the cultural, civil, social and ecclesial level ” Pope Benedict XVI  recalls   

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) – The Holy Father, Pope Benedict XVI on November 9 received  in audience a delegation of the Italian Federation of Catholic Universities F.U.C.I., on the occasion of the 110th anniversary of the foundation of the Federation. In his address the Pontiff reflected on these past 110 years: “How can we fail to acknowledge that FUCI has contributed towards the formation of whole generations of exemplary Christians, who put into practice and spread the Gospel at the cultural, civil, social and ecclesial level?”. The Pope mentioned Blessed Piergiorgio Frassati and Blessed Alberto Martelli; Aldo Moro and Vittorio Bachelet, both victims of  brutal murder; and Pope Paul VI, central ecclesiastic assistant to FUCI in the difficult years of Fascism, and Mgr. Emilio Guano and Mgr. Franco Costa.

In the last ten years FUCI has rediscovered its peculiar university dimension. “It is precisely in this area– said Benedict XVI - that FUCI can fully live its old and always new charisma: convinced witness of the ‘possible friendship’ between intelligence and faith, which calls for tireless effort to combine  striving to grow in faith with and to acquire scientific knowledge… Why think that those who have faith must renounce quest in freedom for the truth, and that those who seek the truth in freedom must renounce the faith? Instead it is possible, precisely during studies at university and thanks to them to achieve authentic human, scientific and spiritual maturity”.


The Holy Father then underlined that study “is a providential opportunity to grow in the faith, because a well nurtured intelligence, opens the heart to listen to the voice of God, stressing the importance of discernment and humility… Today as in the past, those who wish to be disciples of Christ are called to go against the tide, to avoid interested and persuasive calls coming from various pulpits which propagate behaviour based on arrogance and violence, overbearingness and conquest of success at all cost. Today in society we see a sometimes unleashed race to have unfortunately at the expense of being, and the Church, an expert in humanity, never tires of urging people, especially the new generations, to which you belong, to take ‘alternative’ paths which only Christ indicates”.
Pope Benedict XVI concluded urging the students to strive to acquire a sense of responsibility and concern for the common good: “May University years be time to train for convinced and courageous testimony to the Gospel. And to achieve your mission, strive to build up an intimate friendship with the divine Master, learning from Mary, the Seat of Wisdom”. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 12/11/2007; righe 33, parole 457)

See the Pope's address in Italian

http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/pontefici/pontefice.php?id=934
10 November 2007 – Audience to the Confraternities of Italy
VATICAN - The Pope receives Confraternities of Italy: “The Church in Italy needs you to help the Gospel of Charity  reach everyone, along old paths and new”

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) – Since they were started Confraternities “have distinguished themselves for typical forms of popular piety and initiatives of charity to assist the poor, the sick and suffering, involving in this effort of generous assistance numerous volunteers of different social classes” the Holy Father Pope Benedict XVI  recalled during an audience in St Peter's Square on 10 November with thousands of members of Confraternities from dioceses all over Italy. The Holy Father recalled that confraternities were started in the Middle Ages, “when there was no forms of structured public assistance to guarantee social assistance and healthcare for the underprivileged people. This situation continued in later centuries even, we could say, when although there is more economic wellbeing, areas of poverty have not disappeared, therefore as in the past there is much work to be done in the field of solidarity”.



The Pope underlined that Confraternities are “not simply societies of mutual assistance or philanthropic associations, they are fraternal groups of people who, wishing to live the Gospel in the awareness of being a living part of the Church, strive to put into practice the commandment of love which leads us to open our hearts to others and particularly to those most in difficulty”. However “to communicate to our brothers and sisters the tender love of the heavenly Father it is necessary to draw from the source, God himself, with long periods of prayer, continual listening to his Word, and a life centred on the Lord and nourished by the Sacraments, the Eucharist especially.”


In view of the present situation “and these times of great changes”, Benedict XVI rallied the members of the Confraternities “ The Church in Italy needs you to help the Gospel of Charity  reach everyone, along old paths and new…spread the message of salvation among all the people operating on the many frontiers of new evangelisation!” He recalled that this important work must be based on “profound love for the Lord and docile obedience to the bishops”: “On these conditions, meeting the requisites to be evangelical and ecclesial, your Confraternities will continue to be schools of faith and seed beds of sanctity; they will continue to be ‘ferment’ and evangelical ‘leaven’ in society and give rise to the spiritual awakening for which we all hope”.



Benedict XVI concluded encouraging the Confraternities to intensify initiatives and activities, to encourage the spiritual formation and striving for holiness of their members. “In all these centuries no few of your members– he said -, were outstanding for their courage and great faith, as sincere and generous workers for the Gospel some even with the sacrifice of their life. Follow their example! Today it is more necessary than ever to cultivate authentic ascetic and missionary spirit to face the many challenges of these modern times”. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 12/11/2007; righe 35, parole 484)

See the Pope's address in Italian

http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/pontefici/pontefice.php?id=936
11 November 2007 – Angelus

VATICAN - Benedict XVI at the Angelus: “May Saint Martin helps us understand that only with common commitment to share, can we tackle the great challenges of our time: to build a world of peace and justice where every person may live with dignity ”. Appeal for Lebanon

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) – The testimony offered by Saint Martin, Bishop of Tours, whose liturgical feast is the 11 November, was the focus of the address given by Pope Benedict XVI on Sunday 11 November before leading the recitation of the midday Angelus prayer with the thousands of people gathered for this purpose in St Peter's Square. The Holy Father recalled that Martin was born in Pannonia, in what is today Hungary, in about the year 316, of non Christian parents. His father convinced him to embark on a military career. He was baptised when he was about 20 years old. After having left the army, he was ordained a deacon and a priest in Poitiers, in France, by the saintly Bishop Hilary. He chose to live a monastic life and with a group of followers founded the oldest known monastery in Europe at Ligugé. About ten years later he was elected Bishop of Tours, and dedicated himself with ardent zeal to evangelisation in rural areas and formation for the clergy. “Although may miracles are attributed to him– the Pope recalled - , Saint Martin is famous most of all for an act of charity. While still a young soldier he met along the road a poor man, frozen and trembling with cold. Martin took his own mantle cut it two with his sword and gave one half to the poor man. That night in a dream Jesus appeared to him, smiling and wrapped in that same mantle”.


The Pope underlined “that charitable act of Martin is part of the same logic which led Jesus to multiply the loaves of bread to feed the hungry crowds, and above all to leave Himself as food for humanity in the Eucharist, supreme sign of God's love, Sacramentum caritatis. This is the logic of sharing, which is the authentic expression of love of neighbour. “May Saint Martin helps us to understand that only with common commitment to share can we tackle the great challenges of our time: to build a world of peace and justice where every person may live with dignity. This will happen if the prevailing world model is one of authentic solidarity, which guarantees all men and women on the planet the necessary food, water and medical care and also work and energy resources  and cultural goods and scientific and technological knowledge”. Before reciting the Angelus the Pope said “May the Blessed Virgin Mary help all Christians to be like Saint Martin, generous witnesses to the Gospel of charity and tireless builders of sharing and solidarity”.


After the Angelus, Benedict XVI mentioned the difficult situation in Lebanon: “The national assembly of Lebanon will soon be called to elect a new Head of State. As numerous initiatives undertaken in recent days demonstrate, this is a crucial moment, on which the very future of Lebanon and its institutions depends. I endorse the concerns recently voiced by Maronite Patriarch, His Beatitude il Cardinal Nasrallah Sfeir, and his hope that all Lebanese may identify with the new President. Let us ask Our Lady of Lebanon to inspire the persons involved to have the necessary detachment from personal interests and an authentic passion for the common good.” (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 12/11/2007 – righe 34, parole 514)

See the Pope's address in various languages

http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/pontefici/pontefice.php?id=937
12 November - Telegramme of condolence for the death of Cardinal Stephen Fumio Hamao

VATICAN - The Holy Father's grief at the death of Cardinal Stephen Fumio Hamao

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) – The Holy Father has sent a telegramme to Bishop Rafael Masahiro Umemura of Yokohama, Japan, for the death, at the age of 77, of Cardinal Stephen Fumio Hamao, president emeritus of the Pontifical Council for the Pastoral Care of Migrants and Itinerant Peoples. In his telegramme, the Pope recalls the late cardinal's pastoral ministry "for nearly two decades" in Yokohama, as well as his "lively concern for the poor and his generous service to the universal Church", and he commends "the soul of this proud son of the Japanese people to the loving mercy of God our heavenly Father." In another telegramme, sent to Teresa Teruko Uematsu, sister of the late Cardinal, the Holy Father assures her of my prayers for Cardinal Hamao's eternal rest "and I ask our Lord Jesus Christ to grant you the consolation and peace born of our firm hope in His promises."


Cardinal Stephen Fumio Hamao, was born in Tokyo, Japan, on 9 March 1930. He studied at Urban College in Rome (1951-1958) and obtained a degree in Canon Law from the Pontifical Gregorian University (1962). Ordained a priest on 21 December 1957, he was appointed auxiliary  Bishop of di Tokyo on the 5 February 1970. On 30 October 1979 he was appointed Bishop of Yokohama. During his service as Bishop of Yokohama he was head of several commissions of the Japanese Bishops' Conference. He was also vice-president of the Conference from 1992-1995 and president from 1995 to 1998. He held various charges in the Council of the Synod of Bishops, in the Federation of Asian Bishops' Conferences (FABC), Caritas Internationalis, the Pontifical Council for Justice and Peace. On 15 June 1998 Pope John Paul II appointed him president of the Pontifical Council for the pastoral care of migrants and itinerant peoples, elevating him to the rank of archbishop, a position he held until 11 March 2006. He was created a Cardinal by John Paul II on 21 October 2003. He was a member of the Congregations for the Evangelisation of Peoples and for the Causes of Saints; the Pontifical Councils for Justice and Peace and Cor Unum; of the Pontifical Committee for International Eucharistic Congresses. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 12/11/2007; righe 31, parole 429)

12 November 2007 – Audience with new Indonesian Ambassador to the Holy See 

VATICAN - Benedict XVI receives new Indonesian Ambassador: “Dialogue, respect for the convictions of others, and collaboration in the service of peace are the surest means of securing social concord”

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) – “ Indonesia, as a multi-religious country with the largest Muslim population of any nation in the world, plays an important and positive role in promoting interreligious cooperation, both within its borders and in the international community”. With the words the Holy Father, Pope Benedict XVI addressed the new Indonesian Ambassador to the Holy See, received in audience on 12 November for the presentation of Letters of credence.  Dialogue, respect for the convictions of others, and collaboration in the service of peace – the Pope said in his discourse - are the surest means of securing social concord. These are among the noblest goals which can bring together men and women of good will, and, in a particular way, all those who worship the one God who is the Creator and beneficent Lord of the whole human family. A promising development in this regard is represented by the growing instances of cooperation between Christians and Muslims in Indonesia, aimed particularly at the prevention of ethnic and religious conflicts in the most troubled areas”.


The Holy Father observed that in Indonesia although Catholics are only a small minority, “through their network of educational and health care institutions, they seek to offer a significant service to their brothers and sisters, regardless of religion, and to instil the ethical values fundamental for authentic civic progress and peaceful coexistence. While their right to the free exercise of their religion in complete equality with their fellow citizens is guaranteed by the national Constitution, the protection of this fundamental human right calls for constant vigilance on the part of all.”.


Benedict XVI also remarked that Indonesia recently acceded to the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, and he said “ and I am confident that this will help to further consolidate the freedom and legitimate autonomy of individual Christians and their institutions. As Indonesia now sits as a non-permanent member of the United Nations Security Council, I take the present occasion to express my confidence that the principles which inspire your own national policies of pacification, dialogue and tolerance will enable Indonesia to make a fruitful contribution to the solution of global conflicts and the promotion of a peace based on international solidarity and concern for the integral development of individuals and peoples”.


In his address the Holy Father mentioned Indonesia's efforts to foster progress in democracy and social harmony “enshrined in the Constitution and eloquently expressed in the national philosophy of Pancasila”, and on the dramatic phenomenon of international terrorism, appreciating the position of the Indonesian government “condemning terrorist violence, under whatever pretext it occurs, as a criminal offence which, by its contempt for human life and freedom, undermines the very foundations of society. ”. Then Benedict XVI affirmed: “ This is particularly the case when the holy name of God is invoked as a justification for such acts. The Church at every level, in fidelity to the teaching of her Master, unequivocally condemns the manipulation of religion for political ends, while urging the application of international humanitarian law in every aspect of the fight against terrorism ”. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 13/11/2007; righe 36, parole 483)

See the Pope's address in English

http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/pontefici/pontefice.php?id=938
14 November 2007 – General Audience

VATICAN - Benedict XVI continues his catechesis on Saint Jerome: “he placed at the centre of his life and his activity the Word of God, which shows man the path to life and reveals to him the secrets of holiness” – After the audience the Pope's prays in front of the relics of Saint Therese of Lisieux

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) – The Holy Father Pope Benedict XVI, at his general audience on Wednesday 14 November, continued his presentation of the figure of Saint Jerome who dedicated his life to studying the Bible and in fact Pope Benedict XVI  described him as an “eminent doctor  of the interpretation of Sacred Scripture”. Saint Jerome “underlined the joy and the importance of being familiar with the Bible texts”, deeming it a necessity for the believer and this conviction led him to affirm that “to ignore Scripture is to ignore Christ”. He was truly "in love" with the Word of God: he considered the Bible “incentive and source of Christian life for every situation and every person” the Pope said, citing several excerpts from the Saint's writings. To penetrate ever more deeply the Word of God requires “constant and progressive application. Only a profound spirit of prayer and the assistance of the Holy Spirit, can lead us to understand the Bible”.


“Therefore a passionate love for Scripture pervaded Jerome's whole life – the Pope said in his catechesis -, a love which he sought to encourage in the faithful…For Jerome a fundamental criteria for the method of interpreting the Scriptures was being in tune with the teaching of the Church. We can never read Scripture alone. We find too many closed doors and easily fall into error. The Bible was written by the People of God and for the People of God inspired by the Holy Spirit. Only in this communion with the People of God can we truly enter as 'we' into the nucleus of the truth which God himself wishes to share with us. For Jerome authentic interpretation of the Bible must always be in harmony and agreement with the faith of the Catholic Church”. 


However in his teaching Jerome did not overlook the moral aspect: “Indeed he often recalls the duty to live in keeping with the Divine Word and that only by living it we find the capacity to understand it. This consistency is indispensable for every Christian, for the preacher in particular, so that his actions, should they be discordant with regard to his speeches, do not cause him embarrassment … the Gospel must lead to attitudes of genuine charity, since in every human being the very Person of Christ is present”. 


The Pope then recalled that |Jerome “left us rich and varied teachings on Christian ascetic life… An ascetic life included the practice of pilgrimages. In particular Jerome gave impulse to pilgrimages to the Holy Land, where pilgrims were given hospitality in hostels built close to the monastery of Bethlehem, thanks to the generosity of Paola, a noblewoman and the spiritual daughter of Jerome”. Important also the contribution Jerome made with regard to Christian prayer: “Among Jerome's principal intuitions as a pedagogue – the Pope said - it is necessary to underline the importance attributed to a healthy and complete education in early childhood, the special responsibility recognised to parents, the urgency of serious moral religious formation, the need to study for a more complete human formation. Moreover an aspect widely ignored in those times, but considered vital by our author, was the promotion of women, whose right to complete human, scholastic, religious and professional formation he recognised.” 



Concluding his catechesis, Pope Benedict recalled the effective contribution made by Jerome towards “safeguarding in the fledgling Christian culture, positive and valid elements of Jewish, Greek and Roman culture. Jerome recognised and assimilated the artistic values, the riches of sentiment and the harmony present in the classics which educate the heart and the imagination to noble sentiments”. 


At the end of his catechesis, the Holy Father addressed French speaking pilgrims who had accompanied to Rome to relics of Therese of  Lisieux: “After the audience I will have the joy of praying in front of her relics, as many people will have a chance to do during the whole week in  various different churches in Rome”. The Pope mentioned three anniversaries concerning Saint Therese this year: 120 years since she travelled to Rome to ask the Pope's permission to enter a Carmelite convent despite her young age, the 80th anniversary of her proclamation as patron Saint of the Missions and the 10th anniversary of her inscription among the Doctors of the Church. He recalled that Saint Therese longed to learn the languages of the Bible to better understand Sacred Scripture, and he encouraged those present to follow the example of Saint Therese and Saint Jerome and find the time to read the Bible regularly, becoming in this way familiar with the word of God and  encountering Christ, “to live in intimate communion with Him”. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 15/11/2007 – righe 54, parole 750)

See the Pope's address in various languages   

http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/pontefici/pontefice.php?id=939
16 November 2007 – Audience with participants at a Meeting for General Superiors of Missionary Societies of Apostolic Life

VATICAN - Pope Benedict XVI addresses Societies of Apostolic Life, dependent on Propaganda Fide: “ mission ad gentes is still only beginning, and the Lord is summoning us, all of us, to be committed wholeheartedly to its service ”

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) -  The Holy Father Pope Benedict XVI on November 16 received in audience participants at a Meeting for General Superiors of Missionary Societies of Apostolic Life, promoted by the Congregation for the Evangelisation of Peoples, accompanied by the Prefect of the Congregation Cardinal Ivan Dias. The participants included the General Superiors (or their delegates) of fifteen Mission Societies of pontifical right and six of diocesan right. “Your assembly, - the Pope said in his address - which brings together the Superiors of the fifteen Missionary Societies of pontifical right and the six of diocesan right, bears eloquent witness to the continuing vitality of the missionary impulse in the Church and the spirit of communion uniting your members and their manifold activities to the Successor of Peter and his universal apostolic ministry. Your meeting is also a concrete sign of the historic relationship between the various Missionary Societies of Apostolic Life and the Congregation for the Evangelisation of Peoples. In these days you have sought to examine new ways of consolidating and strengthening this privileged relationship.”


The Pope then observed “One of the promising indications of a renewal in the Church’s missionary consciousness in recent decades has been the growing desire of many lay men and women, whether single or married, to cooperate generously in the missio ad gentes. As the Council stressed, the work of evangelisation is a fundamental duty incumbent upon the whole People of God... While some Missionary Societies have had a long history of close collaboration with lay men and women, others have only more recently developed forms of lay association with their apostolate. Given the extent and the importance of the contribution made by these associates to the work of the various Societies, the proper forms of their cooperation should naturally be governed by specific statutes and clear directives respectful of each institute’s proper canonical identity.”.


Benedict XVI express his gratitude to the participants and to all the members of the different Societies of Apostolic Life for their efforts: “Today, as in the past, missionaries continue to leave their families and homes, often at great sacrifice, for the sole purpose of proclaiming the Good News of Christ and serving him in their brothers and sisters. Many of them, also in our time, have heroically confirmed their preaching by the shedding of their blood, and contributed to establishing the Church in distant lands.”. Although the changed circumstances of today have led in many cases to a decrease in the number of young people who are attracted to missionary societies, and a consequent decline in missionary outreach, as Pope John Paul II said many times, “the mission ad gentes is still only beginning, and the Lord is summoning us, all of us, to be committed wholeheartedly to its service” the Holy Father underlined, urging them to, follow faithfully in the footsteps of their founders, and to stir into flame the charisms and apostolic zeal which inherited from them, “confident that Christ will continue to work with you and to confirm your preaching with signs of his presence and power ”. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 19/11/2007; righe 33, parole 480)

See the Pope address in English

http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/pontefici/pontefice.php?id=940
17 November 2007 – Audience with participants at 22nd International Conference promoted by the Pontifical Council for Health Care Pastoral
VATICAN - “In the face of suffering and illness believers are called not to lose hope because nothing, not even death, can separate us from Christ's love”: the Pope's address to the International Conference on the pastoral care of elderly sick people 
Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) – “If it is true that in every stage human life deserves maximum respect, in some ways it deserves it even more when it is weighed down by old age and illness. Old age is the final lap of our earthly pilgrimage, which has different stages, each with its own lights and shadows ”. With these words the Holy Father Pope Benedict XVI  addressed the participants at the 22nd International Conference promoted by the Pontifical Council for Health Care Pastoral, on the theme: "Pastoral Care for Elderly Sick Persons", received in audience at the end of the morning on 17 November.

Recalling the great importance of pastoral care for elderly sick people, since “thanks to increasing average life span, it involves more and more people, with many needs, but at the same time with many unquestionable human and spiritual resources”, Benedict XVI said that “today's efficiency mentality often tends to marginalise these brothers and sisters who suffer, as it they were only a ‘burden’ and a 'problem’ for society. Those with a sense of human dignity know that instead these people must be respected and assisted as they face the serious difficulties of their condition”.


The Holy Father then underlined that besides indispensable medical care, “it is necessary to demonstrate a capacity to love, because sick people need to be understood, comforted and continually encouraged and assisted. Elderly persons especially must be helped to live the last part of their earthly life in a conscious and human way and to prepare calmly for death which - we Christians know - is a passing to the tender and loving embrace of the heavenly Father”. In this accompaniment the family has an important role to ensure that “elderly sick persons spend the last part of their life at home, preparing for death in the warm atmosphere of the family”. Also in hospital, “ patients must not be denied contact with their loved ones and their environment. At difficult moments, sustained by pastoral care, patients must be encouraged to find in prayer and the comfort of the Sacraments the strength to bear their suffering. They must be surrounded by brothers in the faith, ready to listen and to share their sentiments”. 


The exemplary “witness of faith and courage” offered, especially during his illness, by Pope John Paul II was recalled by Pope Benedict XVI who said that, contrary to the easy temptation of euthanasia, “human life is a gift of God, which we are all called to safeguard always. This is also the duty of health workers, whose specific mission is to be ‘ministers of life’ in all its stages, particularly those marked by fragility connected with infirmity. There is need for general commitment to ensure that human life is respected not only in Catholic hospitals but in every health care centre.” The Pope concluded “for Christians faith in Christ illuminates the illness and the condition of the elderly person, as it does every other event and stage of human existence” and he encouraged those present to spread "the Gospel of life". (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 19/11/2007; righe 36, parole 520)

18 November 2007 – Angelus

VATICAN - The Pope at the Angelus: “Let us accept Christ's call to face daily events trusting in His Providential love. Let us not fear for the future, even when it appears gloomy” – Solidarity appeal for Bangladesh

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) – “Since the beginning, the Church has lived in prayerful waiting for the return of her Lord, watching for the signs of the times and warning the faithful to beware of recurrent messianisms which, now and then, announce the imminent end of the world. In actual fact history must run its course, which includes also human dramas and natural calamities. Through history there develops the plan for salvation which Christ has already brought to completion with his incarnation, death and resurrection. This mystery the Church continues to announced and actuate with preaching, with the celebration of the sacraments and witness of charity.” These were the words, referring to the Gospel of the 33rd Week of the Liturgical Year,  with which the Holy Father, Pope Benedict XVI  introduced the midday Marian prayer on Sunday 18 November. “ Let us accept Christ's call to face daily events trusting in his providential love – the Pope said -. Let us not fear for the future, even when it appears to be gloomy, because the God of Jesus Christ, who assumed history in order to open it to its transcendent realisation, is its alpha and omega, beginning and end. He promises us that every small but sincere act of love contains the whole meaning of the universe, and that those who do not hesitate to lose their life for Him, will find it again in abundance.”



The Pope then recalled that consecrated persons “who have placed their lives without reserve at the service of the Kingdom of God”, and especially those called to contemplation in convents and monasteries, to whom the Church dedicates a special Day on 21 November, feast day of the Presentation at the Temple of the Blessed Virgin Mary. “We owe so much to these people – said Pope Benedict XVI - who live off that which Providence sends them through the generosity of the faithful” and he recalled what he said in September at Heilinkreuz Monastery in Germany with regard to life in a monastery “like a spiritual oasis, indicates to the world of today the most important thing, indeed ultimately the only decisive thing: there is one ultimate reason for living, that is God and his fathomless love ”.



At the end of the Angelus prayer, Benedict XVI appeal for aid for the people of Bangladesh, he said: “I offer the expression of my deepest condolences to the families" of Bangladesh, for the cyclone that struck the country a number of days ago "causing numerous victims and grave damage." "I appeal to international solidarity," the Pope continued, "which has already been activated to meet immediate necessities. And I encourage people to make every possible effort to help these our brothers and sisters who have been so sorely tried."

The Pope also expressed his encouragement for the outcome of the 8th Meeting of Nations which have signed the States signatories to the "Convention on the Prohibition of the Use, Stockpiling, Production and Transfer of Antipersonnel Mines and on their Destruction". The Pope said he hoped “ these devices, which continue to reap victims including many children, may be completely banned." The Pope also mentioned the Beatification of the Servant of God Antonio Rosmini, “great priestly figure of a priest and illustrious man of culture”: “may his example help the Church, especially the ecclesial communities of Italy, to grow in awareness that the light of human reason and that of Grace, when they go together, become a source of blessing for the human person and for society ”. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 19/11/2007 – righe 39, parole 567)

See the Pope's address in various languages

http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/pontefici/pontefice.php?id=942
19 November 2007 – Audience to Bishops of Kenya on ad limina visit 

VATICAN - Benedict XVI addresses the Bishops of Kenya on ad limina visit: “as you guide your people into the unity for which Christ prayed, do so with ardent charity and firm authority, unfailing in patience and in teaching”

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) – “Every Bishop has a particular responsibility to build up the unity of his flock, mindful of our Lord’s prayer” the Holy Father Pope Benedict XVI  reminded the Bishops of Kenya, received in audience on 19 November on the occasion of their five yearly ad limina visit. The Pope said “the Church is one throughout the world, yet at the same time she is marked by a rich diversity of traditions and cultural expressions”, but “Christ himself is the source and guarantee of our unity”. The Holy Father then thanked the Bishops for preaching the love of Christ and exhorting their people to show tolerance, respect and love of their brothers and sisters and all persons. “Indeed it is the Bishops who, as ministers and signs of communion in Christ, are pre-eminently called to make manifest the unity of his Church… I urge you to continue your fraternal cooperation with one another in the spirit of the community of Christ’s disciples, united in your love for him and in the Gospel that you proclaim. While each of you has an individual contribution to make to the common collegial voice of the Church in your country, it is important to ensure that this variety of perspectives always serves to enrich the unity of the Body of Christ”. 


Referring to their relations with the clergy the Holy Father urged the bishops to “constantly strive to build up the sense of community among our priests, united in the love of Christ and in their sacramental ministry." The difficulties of our times which  "can make them feel isolated or alone and overwhelmed by their pastoral responsibilities” must be overcome with the closeness and encouragement of the Bishops, firmly rooted in prayer, “because only those who are themselves nourished are able to nourish others in turn”. The Pope said the clergy must be encouraged to drink “deeply from the wells of Sacred Scripture and from the daily and reverent celebration of the most holy Eucharist”, and give themselves generously to praying the Liturgy of the Hours. “By praying in this way they include and represent others who may lack the time or energy or capacity to pray, and thus the power of prayer, the presence of Jesus Christ, renews their priesthood and flows out into the world (cf. ibid.). Help your priests in this way to grow in solidarity with one another, with their people, and with you, as your consecrated co-workers!” the Pope said. 


In his address Benedict XVI dwelt on the institution of marriage and family life, “which the people of Africa hold in particular esteem”, although disordered notions of marriage and family life

Are connected with many evils which afflict African society. He stressed the need to “assist parents in teaching their children how to live out a Christian vision of marriage, conceived as an indissoluble union between one man and one woman, essentially equal in their humanity and open to the generation of new life”. The Pope denounced the fact that globalised secular culture has “an increasing influence on local communities as a result of campaigns by agencies promoting abortion” and he stated “This direct destruction of an innocent human life can never be justified, however difficult the circumstances that may lead some to consider taking such a grave step”. Asking the Bishops to reaffirm in their preaching that “the right to life of every innocent human being, born or unborn, is absolute and applies equally to all people with no exception whatsoever”, Benedict XVI recalled that “the Catholic community must offer support to those women who may find it difficult to accept a child, above all when they are isolated from their family and friends. Likewise, the community should be open to welcome back all who repent of having participated in the grave sin of abortion, and should guide them with pastoral charity to accept the grace of forgiveness, the need for penance, and the joy of entering once more into the new life of Christ”.


In the last part of his address the Pope mentioned the “fine contribution” offered by the Church in Kenya, through her educational institutions,  to forming young people “in sound ethical principles and opening their minds  to engage in peaceful and respectful dialogue with members of other social or religious groups”. He urged the Bishops to promote the quality  and Catholic identity of schools, universities and seminaries: “Society greatly benefits from educated Catholics who know and practise the Church’s social doctrine”. Benedict XVI then stressed the need today for “highly trained professionals and persons of integrity in the area of medicine, where advances in technology continue to raise serious moral questions. Ecumenical and inter-religious dialogue likewise present major challenges that can only be addressed adequately on the basis of sound catechesis in the principles of Catholic doctrine, as expounded in the Catechism of the Catholic Church”. At the end of his discourse the Holy Father said he hoped the “that the light of Christ’s truth may shine ever more brightly over the land and the people of Kenya” and he concluded con queste parole: “My dear Brother Bishops, as you guide your people into the unity for which Christ prayed, do so with ardent charity and firm authority, unfailing in patience and in teaching”. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 20/11/2007; righe 58, parole 845)

See the Pope's address in English

http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/pontefici/pontefice.php?id=943
21 November 2007 – General Audience

VATICAN - According to Afraate the wise one “prayer comes about when Christ lives in the heart of the Christian and urges him to coherently live charitable commitment for neighbour”: the Pope's catechesis at the general audience. Appeal for Somalia

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) - The great figure of Afraate the Wise, “one of the most important and at the same time most enigmatic personages of Syrian Christianity of the 4th century”, was the subject of Pope Benedict XVI's reflection during his weekly Wednesday Audience in St Peter's Square on 21 November.  “On our excursion into the world of the Church Fathers – the Pope said as he began his catechesis -, I wish today to guide you in a less known part of this universe of the faith, namely, in the territories in which flourished the Churches of Semitic language, not yet influenced by Greek thought. These Churches in the 4th century developed in the near East, from the Holy Land to Lebanon and to Mesopotamia… They are Churches in which asceticism under various hermitic forms (hermits of the desert, caves, confined, stylites), and monasticism under various forms of community life, exercise a role of vital importance in the development of theological and spiritual thought ”.



One of the leading members of Syrian Christianity of those times is Afraate, who came from the region of Ninive-Mossul, today Iraq. We have little information about his life, some sources say he was in charge of a monastery and was consecrated a bishop. He wrote 23 discourses known under the name of “Expositions” or “Demonstrations”, in which he treats various themes of Christian life such as faith, love, fasting, humility, prayer, the ascetic life, and also the relation between Judaism and Christianity, between Old and New Testament. He writes in a simple style, with short sentences and parallelisms, at times conflicting. Afraate came from an ecclesial community at the frontier between Judaism and Christianity, a community which sought to remain faithful to the Judeo-Christian tradition, from which it came, while remaining closely connected with the Jewish world and Jewish Holy Books. 



“Afraate develops various questions in his Expositions– the Holy Father explained -. Faithful to Syrian tradition, he often presents the salvation brought by Christ as a healing and, therefore, Christ as the doctor. Sin instead is seen as a wound which only penance can heal… another important aspect in the work of Afraate is his teaching on prayer, and especially on Christ as the master of prayer. The Christian prays following the teaching of Jesus and his example of one who prays… For Afraate, Christian life is centred on the imitation of Christ, shouldering his yoke and following him on the path of the Gospel. One of the virtues most suited to the disciple of Christ is humility… By being humble, also in the earthly reality in which he lives, the Christian can enter into a relationship with the Lord … The vision which Afraate has of man and his corporal reality is very positive: the human body, following the example of humble Christ, is called to beauty, joy, light… Often in Afraate Christian life is presented in a clear ascetic and spiritual dimension: faith is its basis, its foundation; faith makes man a temple where Christ himself lives. It therefore renders possible sincere charity, which is expressed in love of God and love of neighbour. Another important aspect in Afraate is fasting, which he understands in a broad sense. He speaks of fasting from food as a practice necessary to be charitable and virgin,  fasting consisting of continence in view of holiness, fasting from vane or detestable words, fasting from anger, fasting from possession of goods in view of the ministry, fasting from sleep in order to attend to prayer.”


At the end of his catechesis, the Holy Father cited one of Afraate's texts on prayer and he commented: “According to this ‘Wise’ man of the past, prayer happens when Christ lives in the heart of the Christian, and urges him to coherently live charitable commitment for neighbour … Afraate calls us to prayer which becomes Christian life, lived life, life penetrated by the faith, by openness to God and so, open to love of neighbour.”


Before ending his general audience Pope Benedict XVI made an appeal for Somalia: “We continue to receive sad news with regard to the precarious humanitarian situation in Somalia, especially in Mogadishu, affected by growing social insecurity and poverty. I watch the development of the events with trepidation and I appeal to those in positions of political responsibility, at the local and international level, to find peaceful solutions and to assist those beloved people. I also encourage the efforts of those who despite insecurity and difficulties, remain in the region to offer the people comfort and help ”. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 22/11/2007 – righe 51, parole 749)

See the Pope's teaching in various languages

http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/pontefici/pontefice.php?id=944
22 November 2007 – Audience with participants at the 34th Conference of the UN Food and Agriculture Organisation (FAO).

VATICAN - “Peace, prosperity, and respect for human rights are inseparably linked. The time has come to ensure, for the sake of peace, that no man, woman and child will ever be hungry again!”: Benedict XVI addresses FAO Conference 

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) – “The Holy See has always maintained a keen interest in every effort made to rid the human family of famine and malnutrition, in the awareness that resolving these problems requires not only extraordinary dedication and highly refined technical training, but above all a genuine spirit of cooperation uniting all men and women of good will”. The Holy Father said this in his address to participants at the 34th Conference of the Food and Agriculture Organisation whom he received in audience on 22 November. The Pope continued: “This noble goal calls for unwavering acknowledgement of the inherent dignity of the human person at every stage of life. All forms of discrimination, and particularly those that thwart agricultural development, must be rejected since they constitute a violation of the basic right of every person to be "free from hunger".” 


The Holy Father mentioned “to one of the most troubling paradoxes of our time: the relentless spread of poverty in a world that is also experiencing unprecedented prosperity," and the obstacles to overcoming this tragic situation: Armed conflicts, outbreaks of disease, adverse atmospheric and environmental conditions and the massive forced displacement of peoples. “All these obstacles – Benedict XVI continued- should serve as a motivation to redouble our efforts to provide each person with his or her daily bread. For her part, the Church is convinced that the quest for more effective technical solutions in an ever-changing and expanding world calls for far-sighted programmes embodying enduring values grounded in the inalienable dignity and rights of the human person.”


After expressing his appreciation for the “essential role” played by the  FAO to alleviate hunger in the world, the Holy Father said “the united effort of the international community to eliminate malnutrition and promote genuine development necessarily calls for clear structures of management and oversight, and a realistic assessment of the resources needed to address a wide range of different situations”. This requires the contribution of every member of society—individuals, volunteer organisations, businesses, and local and national governments—always with due regard for those ethical and moral principles which are the common patrimony of all people and the foundation of all social life. “The international community – the Pope continued - must always avail itself of this precious treasure of common values since genuine and lasting development can only be furthered in a spirit of cooperation and a willingness to share professional and technical resources”.


“Today more than ever, the human family needs to find the tools and strategies capable of overcoming the conflicts caused by social differences, ethnic rivalries, and the gross disparity in levels of economic development– said Benedict XVI -. Mankind is thirsting for true and lasting peace—a peace that can only come about if individuals, groups at every level, and government leaders cultivate habits of responsible decision-making rooted firmly in the fundamental principles of justice. It is therefore essential that societies dedicate their energies to educating authentic peacemakers: this is a task which falls in a particular way to organisations like your own, which cannot fail to recognise as the foundation of authentic justice the universal destination of the goods of creation".


Coming to the end of his discourse, Benedict XVI affirmed “technical progress, important as it is, is not everything”. “It must be placed within the wider context of the integral good of the human person” and  “must constantly draw nourishment from the common patrimony of values which can inspire concrete initiatives aimed at a more equitable distribution of spiritual and material goods”.  The activity of the FAO  “clearly points to the correlation between the spread of poverty and the denial of basic human rights, beginning with the fundamental right to adequate nutrition” said the Pope, and he concluded: “Peace, prosperity, and respect for human rights are inseparably linked. The time has come to ensure, for the sake of peace, that no man, woman and child will ever be hungry again!” (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 23/11/2007; righe 46, parole 631)

See the Pope's address in English

http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/pontefici/pontefice.php?id=945
23 November 2007 – Meeting of prayer and reflection with the College of Cardinals on the occasion of the Consistory 

VATICAN - The Holy Father, Pope Benedict XVI meets the College of Cardinals on the occasion of the Consistory: ecumenical dialogue in the light of the Lord's prayer and mandate “Ut unum sint”

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) - The ordinary Public Consistory for the creation of 23 new cardinals was preceded - on November 23 - by a meeting of prayer and reflection of the College of Cardinals, to take place in the Vatican’s New Synod Hall (see Agenzia Fides 23/11/2007). 

According to the Holy See Press Office the meeting opened with the singing of the Terce Hour of Lauds.  After a greeting by the Dean of the College of Cardinals, Cardinal Angelo Sodano, the Holy Father gave a brief introduction on the theme he had chosen for the meeting, ecumenical dialogue in the light of the Lord's prayer and mandate: Ut unum sint. The Pope then congratulated Cardinal Sodano who was celebrating his eightieth birthday thanking him for his faithful service.


The first conference was given by Cardinal Walter Kasper, President of the Pontifical Council for Christian Unity, who outlined to present day situation of ecumenical dialogue and relations, in three principal areas: 1. Relations with the ancient Churches of the east and the Orthodox Churches. 2. Relations with ecclesial Communities born from the Reform of the 16th century. 3. Relations with Charismatic and Pentecostal movements developed mainly in the last century. Cardinal Kasper presented the results obtained in each of these fields, the progress achieved and problems still to be solved.


This was followed by discussion, sharing of experience and opinions which reflected the variety of the situations. There were interventions by 17 cardinals on various issues including common ecumenical efforts in the field of charity work and social assistance and to defend moral values in the changing modern society. Catholic Social Doctrine and its implementation were indicated as one of the most promising fields for ecumenism. The Cardinals spoke of the necessity to continue the process of "purification of memory" and to use forms of communication which do hurt the sensitivity of other Christians. It was suggested that deeper ecumenical developments be studied. The participants recalled recent significant events such as the Ecumenical Meeting in Sibiu, and the ecumenical and interreligious meeting in Naples, the visit to Paris by Alexis II Patriarch of Moscow, great ecumenical meetings of ecclesial movements in Stockholm. In a broader context interreligious dialogue relations and with Judaism were also discussed.


The meeting continued in the afternoon with the recitation Vespers followed by 16 interventions. Ecumenical issues discussed included collaboration among Christians of different confessions to defend the family in society and in legislation, and the importance of spiritual ecumenism and personal relations with faithful and leading members of other Christian confessions. Some interventions dealt with relations with the Jews and with Islam. Mention was made of the encouraging letter addressed to the Pope by 138 Muslim leaders in view of the visit to the Pope by the King of Saudi Arabia. Other questions discussed included difficulty for the Christian faith in the secularised world, the duty and importance of new evangelisation to answer the longings of the post-modern man for freedom and happiness. In Latin America there is a new spirit of mission nurtured also by the recent 5th General Conference of the Council of Bishops' Conferences of Latin America and the Caribbean in Aparecida.


Interventions also focused on the situation of the consecrated life in the world today and formation in seminaries. Mention was made of the Holy Father's important Letter to the Catholic Church in China and of its favourable reception by the bishops and the faithful. The urgency of the Church's commitment for peace, for the eradication poverty, for disarmament, especially nuclear disarmament. Information was given with regard to the next International Eucharistic Congress, the Year of St Paul, the diffusion of Catholic press in particular the Osservatore Romano.


At the end of the meeting Cardinal Walter Kasper answered a few questions and then the Holy Father concluded the event, thanking the participants for their contributions and announced the imminent publication of a new encyclical dedicated to Hope, to respond to the deepest longing of men and women today. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 26/11/2007; righe 52, parole 707)

24 November 2007 – Public Consistory for the creation of twenty three new Cardinals 

VATICAN - Pope Benedict XVI addresses new Cardinal: “Be apostles of God who is Love and Witnesses of evangelical hope: this is what the Christian people expects of you ”

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) – Saturday 24 November, in St Peter's Basilica, the Holy Father, Pope Benedict XVI  held a public Consistory for the creation of 23 new Cardinals, in the form of a Celebration of the Word. In his homily the Pope said “a Consistory is an event which gives rise to special emotion not only in those who with these rites are admitted to the College of Cardinals, but in the whole Church, happy for this eloquent sign of Catholic unity. The ceremony its structure highlights the value of the task  the new Cardinals are called to undertake in close cooperation with the Successor of Peter, and invites the whole people of God to pray that in their service these Brothers may remain ever faithful, even to the point of sacrificing their lives if necessary, to Christ and that they allow themselves to be guided solely by His Gospel.” 


Addressing the new Cardinals the Pope reminded them that they were being "inserted with full rights into the venerable Church of Rome of which the Successor of Peter is the Bishop. In the College of Cardinals there relives in this way the early presbyterium of the Bishop of Rome, whose members, while fulfilling pastoral and liturgical duties in the different churches, assured him their valid collaboration with regard to the carrying out of the tasks connected with his universal apostolic ministry ”. “The great family of the disciples of Christ is today spread in every continent to the most remote corners of the earth … The diversity of the members of the College of Cardinals, in geographical and cultural origin, highlights this providential growth and emphasises at the same time the changed pastoral needs which the Pope must meet ”. 


Pope Benedict XVI expressed his appreciation to the Cardinals “for the faithful service offered in many years in different areas of ecclesial ministry”, and with regard to those in change of large ecclesial communities he said: “I am thinking with affection of the communities entrusted to your care and especially those most sorely tried by suffering, trials and all kinds of difficulties. Among these how can I fail to look with apprehension and affection, at this moment of joy, at those beloved Christian communities in Iraq? The brothers and sisters in the faith experience in their flesh he dramatic consequences of a persistent conflict and they are living at present in a most fragile and delicate political situation. I called the Patriarch of the Chaldean Church to enter the College of Cardinals to express concretely my spiritual closeness and affection for those people. Together, my dear venerable Brothers, let us reaffirm the solidarity of the whole Church towards the Christians in that beloved land and urge everyone to pray to the God of mercy for the people involved, the advent of the desired reconciliation and peace.”


Referring to the Word of God proclaimed during the Liturgy the Holy Father said to the new Cardinals: “Mark the evangelist reminds us my dear and venerable Brothers, that every true disciple of Christ can aspire to one thing only: to share his passion, claiming no reward. The Christian is called to assume the condition of "servant" following in the footsteps of Jesus, spending his life for others freely and disinterestedly. Not the quest for power and success, but the humble gift of self for the good of the Church should characterise our every gesture and word. In fact true Christian greatness consists not in ruling, but in serving… Dear Brothers, as you join the College of Cardinals the Lord asks from you and entrusts to you the service of love: love for God, love for his Church, love for others with maximum and unconditioned  dedication, usque ad sanguinis effusionem, as it says in formula for the imposition of the berretta says and as is demonstrated by your red garments. Be apostles of God who is Love and Witnesses of evangelical hope: this is what the Christian people expects of you ”… Christ asks you to confess His truth before men, to embrace and share His cause; and to do this with ‘gentleness, respect and an upright conscience’ (1 Pt 3,15-16), that is with that interior humility which is a fruit of co-operation with God's grace ”. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 26/11/2007; righe 48, parole 709) 

See the Pope's homily in Italian

http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/pontefici/pontefice.php?id=949

25 November 2007 –Eucharistic Concelebration with new Cardinals and consignment of Cardinal's ring

VATICAN - The Pope consigns to the Cardinals the ring impressed with the Cross: “this will remind you always of the King you serve and of the Throne upon which he was lifted up and was faithful to the end, in order to conquer sin and death”

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) – “This year the solemnity of Christ, King of the universe, crowning feast of the liturgical year, is enriched by the inclusion in the College of Cardinals of 23 new members who, according to tradition, today I have invited to concelebrate with me the Eucharist. I greet each one of them cordially and extend this greeting to all the Cardinals present”. With these words the Holy Father, Pope Benedict XVI, began his homily during the Eucharistic Concelebration with 23 new Cardinals which he presided in St Peter's on Sunday 25 November, Solemnity of Our Lord Jesus, King of the Universe.


Referring to the Bible readings of the day the Pope said: “We have before us an impressive fresco with three great scenes: at the centre the Crucifixion, according to St Luke; on one side the royal anointing of David by the elders of Israel; on the other the Christological hymn with which St Paul starts his Letter to the Colossians. The whole is dominated by the figure of Christ, the only Lord, before whom we are all brothers”. Benedict XVI then stressed the necessity to “start from the central event: the Cross. Here Christ reveals his singular royalty … Jesus reveals his glory precisely by remaining there, on the Cross, as the immolated Lamb…The crucified Jesus is the greatest possible revelation in this world of God, because God is love and Jesus' death on the cross is the greatest act of love in the whole of history”. 


The special ring which the Holy Father consigned to each of the new members of the College of Cardinals bears the image of the crucifixion: “This, my dear new-Cardinal Brothers, will remind you always of the King you serve and of the Throne upon which he was lifted up and was faithful to the end to conquer sin and death with the power of divine mercy – Pope Benedict XVI said in his homily -. Wearing the Cardinal's ring you are continually reminded to give your life for the Church.”



The scene of the royal anointing of David presented in the first Reading, evokes the "corporative" dimension of his regality. “The elders of Israel go Hebron, they make a pact of alliance with David, declaring that they consider themselves united to him and desire to be one with him– the Pope recalled -. If we refer this figure to Christ, I find this profession of alliance is adapt to be made by you, Dear Cardinal Brothers. You too… can say to Jesus: ‘We consider ourselves your bones and your flesh' (2 Sam 5,1). We belong to you, and wish to be one with you. You are the Shepherd of the People of God, You are the Head of the Church (cfr 2 Sam 5,2). In this solemn Eucharistic celebration we wish to renew our pact with You, our friendship, because only in this intimate and profound relationship with You, Jesus our King and Lord, the dignity conferred on us and the responsibility it implicates, assume meaning and value”. 


The Christological hymn in the Letter to the Colossians gives rise to sentiments of joy and gratitude “for the fact that the Kingdom of Christ is not only something seen from afar, it is a reality in which we are called to share, into which we have been "transferred", thanks to the redeeming act of the Son of God” said the Holy Father, recalling that “through his Son's death on the cross God reconciled every creature with himself”, and he underlined: “We are once again before the cross, the central event of Christ's mystery. In Paul's vision the cross is set within the whole plan for salvation, where the royalty of Jesus is unfurled in all its cosmic extent… The Church is the depositary of the mystery of Christ: and she is this in all humility, free of any hint of pride or arrogance, because this is the greatest gift she has received without any merit and which she is called to offer freely humanity of every epoch, as a horizon of meaning and salvation… This is, particularly our task venerable Cardinal Brothers: to announce to the world the truth of Christ, hope for every person and for the whole human family”. 


In the last part of his homily Pope Benedict XVI gave the Cardinals one final consignment: “You have dedicated your life to the service of the Church and now in her you are called to assume a task of greater responsibility… to pray for peace and unity constitutes your first and principal mission, that the Church may be ‘secure and united', a sign and tool of unity for the whole human race”. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 26/11/2007; righe 51, parole 750) 

See the Pope's homily in Italian

http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/pontefici/pontefice.php?id=946
25 November Angelus

VATICAN - The Pope at the Angelus calls for prayers for the Holy Land, “to implore the Spirit of God to grant peace to that region so dear to us”, and he entrusts the new members of the College of Cardinals to the Blessed Virgin Mary 

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) - At the end of the Eucharistic Celebration with the new Cardinals in St Peter's Basilica on Sunday 25 November, the Holy Father Pope Benedict XVI went outside to the steps of the Basilica to recite the Angelus prayer with the faithful and visitors who had watched the Mass on large television screens in the square. The Pope asked them to pray for the Holy Land: “Next Tuesday at Annapolis, in the United States, with the help of the International Community Israelis and Palestinians will re-launch the peace process to find a fair and lasting solution to the conflict which has bloodied the Holy Land for more than sixty years causing many tears and much suffering to both peoples. I ask you to join the Day of Prayer called by the Bishops' Conference of the United States to implore the Spirit of God to grant peace to that region so dear to us and to give wisdom and courage to those taking part in this important meeting”. In various languages the Holy Father then greeted the people who had come from different countries, some of them distant “to accompany the new Cardinals and take part in this event which reveals in a singular way the unity and universality of the Catholic Church”. Before reciting the Angelus prayer the Holy Father entrusted to new members of the College of Cardinals to the Blessed Virgin Mary “that they, and all the ministers of the Church, may always imitate Christ in generous service of God and his People  in order to share in his glorious regality”. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 26/11/2007; righe 18, parole 263) 

See the Pope's address in various languages

http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/pontefici/pontefice.php?id=947
26 November 2007 – Audience with Cardinals created during the Consistory

VATICAN - The Pope tells new Cardinals: “I rely on your invaluable assistance to enable me to better carry out my ministry at the service of the whole people of God. I need this support ”

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) - “While I assure you of my prayers, I ask you to accompany me always with your appreciated human and pastoral experience. I  rely on your invaluable assistance to enable me to better carry out my ministry at the service of the whole people of God. I need this support”. The Holy Father Pope Benedict XVI    said this when he addressed the new Cardinals created at the Consistory of 24 November, received in audience on Monday 26 November with members of their families, friends and faithful who had travelled to Rome for the event. Addressing the family and friends of the new Cardinals the Pope said: “Thank you once again for taking part in the different parts of the Consistory. Please continue to pray for them and for me, that the communion between the Pope and the Bishops may always be strong in order to offer the whole world the witness of a Church faithful to Christ and ready to meet with prophetic courage the spiritual expectations and needs of the men and women of our day.”

At the beginning of his address the Pope said: “The Consistory and the Eucharistic Celebration yesterday, the solemnity of Christ the King, offered us a singular opportunity to experience the Catholicity of the Church well represented by the varied origin of the members of the College of Cardinals, gathered in close communion around the  Successor of Peter.” The Pope then addressed the Cardinals and those accompanying them in carious languages. In English he said  I extend a cordial greeting to the English-speaking Prelates whom I had the joy of raising to the dignity of Cardinal in last Saturday’s Consistory. Cardinal John Patrick Foley, Grand Master of the Knights of the Equestrian Order of the Holy Sepulchre of Jerusalem; Cardinal Sean Baptist Brady, Archbishop of Armagh (Ireland); Cardinal Oswald Gracias, Archbishop of Bombay (India); Cardinal Daniel Dinardo, Archbishop of Galveston-Houston (USA); Cardinal John Njue, Archbishop of Nairobi (Kenya); Cardinal Emmanuel III Delly, Patriarch of Babylon of the Chaldeans. I am also pleased to have this opportunity to welcome their family members and friends, and all the faithful who have accompanied them to Rome. The College of Cardinals, whose origin is linked to the ancient clergy of the Roman Church, is charged with electing the Successor of Peter and advising him in matters of greater importance. Whether in the offices of the Roman Curia or in their ministry in the local Churches throughout the world, the Cardinals are called to share in a special way in the Pope’s solicitude for the universal Church. The vivid colour of their robes has traditionally been seen as a sign of their commitment to defending Christ’s flock even to the shedding of their blood. As the new Cardinals accept the burden of this office, I am confident that they will be supported by your constant prayers and your cooperation in their efforts to build up the Body of Christ in unity, holiness and peace.”.

He urged the French group to support and accompany their bishops with prayers, “that they may guide the people entrusted to them”, and to ask Christ to call young people "to take the path of the priesthood”. 

To the friends who had come with Cardinal Cordes, the Pope said in German: “with you I thank our new Cardinal for his invaluable service as president of the Pontifical Council ‘Cor Unum’ for many years. Accompany him also in the future with your prayers and sustain him in his important task for the Pope's charity aid for the poor and the suffering ”.

In Spanish the Pope said: “We turn our thoughts to the Blessed Virgin Mary to whom your people are so devoted and we ask her to intercede with her Divine Son that these Cardinals may render fruitful service to the Church”. Speaking in Portuguese the Pope recalled in journey to Sao Paulo, in Brazil, expressing gratitude for the welcome he received and praying that Cardinal Scherer's new dignity would help “to strengthen the faith of Brazilians in Christ our Lord and Saviour”. In Polish the Pope addressed Cardinal Stanislaw Rylko and his guests: “I thank him for all he does to foster the participation of the laity in the life of the Church and I wish him abundant graces”. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 27/11/2007; righe 39, parole 558)

28 November 2007 – General Audience

VATICAN - The Pope's catechesis dedicated to the figure of Saint Ephrem, “still relevant for the life of the different Churches”: “his is a theological reflection expressed with images and symbols taken from nature, from daily life and from the Bible” – Appeal for World AIDS Day 

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) – “It is a widespread opinion today that Christianity is a European religion which exported the culture of this continent to other countries. But the truth is much more complex since the Christian religion has its roots in the Old Testament and therefore in Jerusalem and in the Semitic world”. With these words the Holy Father Pope Benedict XVI    began his catechesis during the Wednesday general audience on 28 November in the Paul VI Hall in the presence of about 8,000 visitors. His teaching was dedicated to the figure of Saint Ephrem, the Syrian. “Christianity constantly draws nourishment itself from these Old Testament roots– the Pope said -. The spread of Christianity in the early centuries was directed both westwards - to the Greco-Latin world where it later inspired European culture - and eastwards to Persia and India, where it contributed to the formation of a specific culture, in Semitic languages and with its own identity”.

To underline “this cultural pluriformity of the one Christian faith from the early times” the Pope said he chose to speak at the Audience about Saint Ephrem the Syrian, born at Nisibi to Christian parents about the year 306, “the most important Syrian speaking representative of Christianity ” who succeeded in “combining in a unique manner the vocation of the theologian with that of the poet”. He was educated and grew up close to James, Bishop of Nisibi (303-338). Ordained a deacon, he lived the life of the local Christian community intensely until 363, when Nisibi fell into the hands of the Persians and Ephrem emigrated to Edessa, where he continued his activity as a preacher. He died in that city in the year 373, a victim of the plague contracted while assisting the sick. It is not known for certain if he was a monk, but we are sure he remained a deacon and embraced virginity and poverty for the whole of his life. 


“Saint Ephrem left us a great theological legacy – the Holy Father explained -: his considerable production can be grouped in four categories: works written in ordinary prose (his polemical works and his biblical comments); works in poetic prose; homilies in verse; lastly hymns, certainly Ephrem's most abundant production… The specificity of his work is that in it we encounter theology and poetry. If we wish to approach his doctrine, from the outset we must insist on this: the fact that he does theology in a poetic form. Poetry enables him to engage in more profound theological reflection by means of paradoxes and images. At the same time his theology becomes liturgy, it becomes music: he was in fact a great composer and musician.” 


The Pope said that the poetry of Saint Ephrem is difficult to translate but nevertheless he wished to quote part of his hymns on the Nativity of Christ, the Eucharist and the beauty of the faith. “The figure of Ephrem is still fully relevant for the life of the different Christian Churches today – the Holy Father said -. We discover him first as a theologian who on the basis of Sacred Scripture poetically reflects on the mystery of the redemption of mankind achieved by Christ, the incarnate Word of God. His is a theological reflection expressed with images and symbols taken from nature, from daily life and from the Bible. Ephrem confers a didactic and catechetical character on poem and hymns for the liturgy; these are theological hymns suitable for liturgical recitation or chanting. Ephrem uses these hymns to teach, on the occasion of liturgical feast days, the doctrine of the Church. At the same time they proved to be an extremely effective means of catechesis for the Christian community.”


The Pope then underlined the importance of Ephrem's reflection on the theme of God the Creator and the role of the Woman: “For Ephrem, just as there is no Redemption without Jesus, there is no Incarnation without Mary”. He “was a deacon, that is a a servant, both in the liturgical ministry and, more radically, in love for Christ… as in charity towards others, whom he introduced with rare expertise to knowledge of divine Revelation”.

At the end of today's general audience, the Pope launched an appeal for everything possible to be done to halt the spread of AIDS. "December 1," he said, "marks World AIDS Day. I remain spiritually close to everyone suffering from this terrible sickness, and to their families,
especially those who have lost a loved one. To everyone I give assurances of my prayers. Furthermore, I wish to exhort all people of good will to increase their efforts to halt the spread of the HIV virus, to combat the disdain which is often directed towards people who are affected by it, and to care for the sick, especially those who are still children.”. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 29/11/2007 – righe 52, parole 754)

See the Pope teaching in various languages

http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/pontefici/pontefice.php?id=951
28 November 2007 –Message for 94th World Day for Migrants and Refugees 2008

VATICAN - The Pope calls young migrants to be “ protagonists as of now of a world where understanding and solidarity, justice and peace will reign.” – Papal Message for 94th World Day for Migrants and Refugees

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) – “ The vast globalisation process underway around the world brings a need for mobility, which also induces many young people to emigrate and live far from their families and their countries. The result is that many times the young people endowed 

with the best intellectual resources leave their countries of origin, while in the countries that receive the migrants, laws are in force that make their actual insertion difficult.” The Holy Father, Pope Benedict XVI    writes this in his Message for the 94th World Day for Refugees and Migrants to be celebrated Sunday 13 January 2008, dedicated especially to young migrants.


The Pope underlines that “ the phenomenon of emigration is becoming ever more widespread and includes a growing number of people from every social condition”, and many young migrants who experience “ the problems of the so-called "difficulty of dual belonging”: on the one hand, they feel a strong need to not lose their culture of origin, while on the other, the understandable desire emerges in them to be inserted organically into the society that receives them. Benedict XVI then mentions migrant children, “ more easily to exploitation, moral forms of blackmail, and even abuses of all kinds”, unaccompanied minors and adolescents “ boys and girls often end up on the street abandoned to themselves and prey to unscrupulous exploiters who often transform them into the object of physical, moral and sexual violence”.


In the Message the Pope speaks of “distressing” images of vast camps of refugees or displaced persons in many parts of the world,  which for many children and adolescents are the only experience of life, “ where they are segregated, far from inhabited towns, with no possibility normally to attend school”. Then Benedict XVI calls for greater effort to “ to help them by creating suitable hospitality and formative structures.”. 


To meet the expectations of young migrants it is necessary to aim for support for the family and school, while not overlooking the difficulties these young people encounter in their family and school contexts. The Message underlines the need to “provide specific formative paths of integration for the immigrant boys and girls that are suited to their needs” and “ create a climate of mutual respect and dialogue among all the students in the classrooms based on the universal principles and values that are common to all cultures”. This holds even more for the young refugees for whom adequate programs will have to be prepared, both in the scholastic and the work contexts.


“ The Church looks with very particular attention at the world of migrants – the Message continues - and asks those who have received a Christian formation in their countries of origin to make this heritage of faith and evangelical values bear fruit in order to offer a consistent witness in the different life contexts”. Hosting ecclesial communities are called to “ to welcome the young and very young people with their parents with sympathy, and to try to understand the vicissitudes of their lives and favour their insertion. 


The number of students who are far from home is also growing, and they need special pastoral care, the Pope remarks. “They often feel alone under the pressure of their studies and sometimes they are also constricted by economic difficulties,” the Pope writes adding “ The Church, in her maternal concern, looks at them with affection and tries to put specific pastoral and social interventions into action that will take the great resources of their youth into consideration.”. 


In the last part of the Message the Holy Father addresses young migrants: “prepare yourselves to build together your young peers a more just and fraternal society by fulfilling your duties scrupulously and seriously towards your families and the State. Be respectful of the laws and never let yourselves be carried away by hatred and violence. Try instead to be protagonists as of now of a world where understanding and solidarity, justice and peace will reign. I ask you young believers to use your years of study to grow in knowledge and love of Christ”. 


The Holy Father encourages young people to strive to build a profound relationship with Jesus in prayer, listening to his Word in order to live the Gospel with courage “ expressing it in concrete acts of love of God and generous service to your brothers and sisters. The Church needs you too and is counting on your contribution. You can play a very providential role in the current context of evangelisation. Coming from different cultures, but all united by belonging to the one Church of Christ, you can show that the Gospel is alive and suited to every situation; it is an old and ever new message. It is a word of hope and salvation for the people of all races and cultures, of all ages and epochs.".” (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 29/11/2007; righe 55, parole 803)

See the Pope's message in various languages

http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/pontefici/pontefice.php?id=952
30 November 2007 - Pope Benedict XVI's Second Encyclical released

VATICAN - "Spe salvi" - 'in hope we were saved': second Encyclical of Pope Benedict XVI presented this morning

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) - The second Encyclical of Pope Benedict XVI with the title "Spe salvi" - 'in hope we were saved' was presented this morning, November 30  during a press conference at the John Paul II Hall of the Holy See Press Office by Cardinal Georges Marie Martin Cottier, O.P., former Theologian of the Papal Household and Cardinal Albert Vanhoye, SJ., former Professor of New Testament Exegesis at the Pontifical Biblical Institute. 


“In this new encyclical we find the Pope profound theologian again and at the same time a shepherd concerned for the necessities of his flock– said Cardinal Cottier -. Besides deep reflection on the relation between Christian hope and Christian faith, and on the evolution of the modern mentality with regard to Christian hope, we find moving pages on great witness of hope, beginning with Saint Augustine who lived in a dramatic epoch, down to very recent times, those of Saint Josephine Bakhita, an African woman of 1800, made a slave at the age of 9, tormented by cruel owners but at last set free and born to hope thanks to an encounter with the God of the Christians, a loving saviour. The Holy Father cites at length an extraordinary letter written by a Vietnamese martyr of the 19th century, Paul Le-Bao-Thin, who suffered "all kinds of cruel torments", but remained "filled with joy", because he was not alone, Christ was with him; he wrote: "As the tempest rages I throw my anchor once again as far as the throne of God: living hope in my heart…". Of our times the Encyclical refers to the case of "unforgettable" Cardinal Nguyen Van Thuan, a prisoner for thirteen years, nine of them spent in solitary confinement, has left us a precious little book: Prayers of Hope. During thirteen years in jail, in a situation of seemingly utter hopelessness, the fact that he could listen and speak to God became for him an increasing power of hope". These exceptional cases well reveal the intense dynamism of the Christian experience”.


Cardinal Vanhoye underlined the “ample meditation on hope as an essential dimension of Christian existence, with its beauty and its power of liberation, offered by the encyclical Spe salvi, contains also a call to reflect deeply on the spiritual situation of our times, questioning some great witnesses of modernity and awareness of its crisis. It must be said that since the encyclical treats of hope it speaks also of faith. In fact the Letter to the Hebrews, from which the reflection takes its inspiration, presents a “a sort of definition della fede which interweaves this virtue tightly with hope”. On the sarcophagus of the early Christians Christ is represented by the figure of a true philosopher. It is He who leads us on the right path of life towards the fullness of life, beyond death. The evocation of this suggestive imagine helps understand why Christian hope is decisive for culture and authentic humanism.” (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 30/11/2007 – righe 32, parole 457) 

See the Encyclical in English

http://www.vatican.va/holy_father/benedict_xvi/encyclicals/documents/hf_ben-xvi_enc_20071130_spe-salvi_en.html
· VERBA PONTIFICIS
The Church

“ The Church is the trustee of the mystery of Christ: She is so in all humility and without a shadow of pride or arrogance, because it concerns the maximum gift that she has received without any merit and that she is called to offer gratuitously to humanity of every age, as the horizon of meaning and salvation.” (25/11/2007, Eucharistic Concelebration with new Cardinals and consignment of the cardinal's ring) 
The Cross 

“ The maximum revelation of God possible in this world occurs in Jesus Crucified, because God is love and the death of Jesus on the Cross is the greatest act of love in all of history.” (25/11/2007, Eucharistic Concelebration with new Cardinals and consignment of the cardinal's ring) 

Culture

“Study constitutes a providential opportunity to advance on the journey of faith, because a well-cultivated intelligence opens the heart of man to listen to the voice of God, emphasising the importance of discernment and humility.” (9/11/2007, audience to a delegation of the Federation of Italian Catholic Universities, F.U.C.I.)

Hunger

“ Peace, prosperity, and respect for human rights are inseparably linked. The time has come to ensure, for the sake of peace, that no man, woman and child will ever be hungry again!” (22/11/2007, Audience to FAO Conference)

The Family

“ To bring this vocation to fruition, the family, aware that it is the primary cell of society, must not forget that it can find strength in a Sacrament desired by Christ to reinforce the love between man and woman: a love understood as a gift of self, reciprocal and profound.”. (3/11/2007, Audience to participants at the “New Families” International Meeting promoted by the Focolari Movement) 

Migration

“ The Church looks with very particular attention at the world of migrants and asks those who have received a Christian formation in their countries of origin to make this heritage of faith and evangelical values bear fruit in order to offer a consistent witness in the different life contexts.” (28/11/2007, the Holy Father's Message for World Day for Migrants and Refugees 2008) 

Mission

“Among the Bishops of his time, John was outstanding for his missionary zeal; he sent missionaries to spread the Gospel among those who had yet to hear it. He built hospitals to care for the sick. Preaching in Constantinople on the Letter to the Hebrews, he said that the Church's material assistance must extend to every person in need, regardless of their religious creed: «the person in need belongs to God, whether pagan of Jew. Even the unbeliever deserves help».” (9/11/2007, Letter for the 16th centenary of the death of St John Chrysostom) 

“One of the promising indications of a renewal in the Church’s missionary consciousness in recent decades has been the growing desire of many lay men and women, whether single or married, to cooperate generously in the missio ad gentes. As the Council stressed, the work of evangelisation is a fundamental duty incumbent upon the whole People of God, and all the baptised are called to “a lively awareness of their personal responsibility for the spreading of the Gospel”. (19/11/2007; Audience with participants at Meeting for General Superiors of Missionary Societies of Apostolic Life) 
“ The diversity of the members of the College of Cardinals, due both to their geographical provenance and their cultural background, enhance this providential growth and at the same time highlight the different pastoral requirements to which the Pope must respond. The Church's universality, her catholicity, is clearly reflected, therefore, in the composition of the College of Cardinals.” (24/11/2007, Consistory to create new Cardinals) 

Fathers of the Church

“I wish to express my ardent desire that the Fathers of the Church ‘in whose voice resounds the unchanging Christian Tradition' may become increasingly a point of reference for all the Church's theologians. To return to them means to return to the sources of Christian experience, to taste its freshness and authenticity.” (8/11/2007, Letter for the 16th centenary of the death of St John Chrysostom) 
Sacred Scripture 

“ We must not read Sacred Scripture as a word of the past but as the Word of God that is also addressed to us, and we must try to understand what it is that the Lord wants to tell us. However, to avoid falling into individualism, we must bear in mind that the Word of God has been given to us precisely in order to build communion and to join forces in the truth on our journey towards God.”. (7/11/2007, General Audience) 

Health
“For Christians faith in Christ illuminates sickness and the condition of the elderly person, and every other event and stage of life. Jesus, by dying on the cross, gave human suffering a transcendent value and significance.” (17/11/2007, Angelus) 

Holiness 

“ All human beings are therefore called to holiness, which ultimately consists in living as children of God, in that "likeness" with him in accordance with which they were created. All human beings are children of God and all must become what they are by means of the demanding process of freedom.” (2/11/2007, Angelus) 

Hope

“SPE SALVI facti sumus”—in hope we were saved, says Saint Paul to the Romans, and likewise to us (Rom 8:24). According to the Christian faith, “redemption”—salvation—is not simply a given. Redemption is offered to us in the sense that we have been given hope, trustworthy hope, by virtue of which we can face our present: the present, even if it is arduous, can be lived and accepted if it leads towards a goal, if we can be sure of this goal, and if this goal is great enough to justify the effort of the journey.” (Spe salvi, 1)
Witness 

“Recalling that Jesus himself is "the faithful witness" (cfr Rev 1,5), sent by the Father into the world to bear witness to the truth (cfr Jn 18,37), we must be convinced that precisely consistent and convinced witness on the part of the faithful is "the means by which the truth of God's love comes to men and women in history, inviting them to accept freely this radical newness" Sacramentum caritatis
 85” (8/11/2007, Holy Father's message to the president of the Pontifical Council of Culture on the occasion of the 12th  public session of the Pontifical Academies) 
Tradition

“Confraternities are not, however, simple societies of mutual assistance or philanthropic associations, but a union of brethren who, wanting to live the Gospel in the awareness of putting into practice the commandment of love, are urged to open their hearts to others, especially those in difficulty.” (10/11/2007, audience with the Confraternities of the dioceses of Italy) 
· INTERVENTUS SUPER QUAESTIONES

Liturgy – EUROPE/ITALY - In a parish in Bologna Masses in ancient Roman rite started on 1 November 

Bologna (Agenzia Fides) – The Archbishop of Bologna Cardinal Carlo Caffarra has arranged for a Mass in the ancient Roman Rite to be celebrated on Sundays and feast days from November 1 in the parish of Santa Maria della Pietà (Via S. Vitale 112), the parish priest welcomed 8 other priests and religious and over 250 faithful for the first Mass said by Fr Alfredo Morselli, parish priest of Stiatico (Bo). The atmosphere of recollection and participation was enriched by the Il cenacolo choir. A campaign to collect signatures organised by the apologetic review "Il Timone" succeeded in involving - also by means of the portal  www.totustuus.net/ - members of various Catholic movements and associations.

Interviewed by ZENIT, David Botti, promoter of the campaign, said that almost half of the people who signed the petition addressed to the Archbishop to arrange for Mass in the ancient Roman rite, “were under 50 and members of 50 families most of which live in Bologna”. (C.E.) (Agenzia Fides 5/11/2007; Righe 14 - Parole 182)

Education – AMERICA/CHILE - “To fight AIDS young people must be educated to chastity, fidelity and abstinence”: Auxiliary Bishop of Santiago opposes official government campaign 

Santiago (Agenzia Fides) - Bishop Fernando Chomalí, auxiliary Bishop of Santiago de Chile openly criticised an anti-AIDS campaign promoted by the health ministry which promotes the use of condoms. The Bishop said this during a lecture at the ENAC Caritas Chile Professional Institute, when he referred to the tragedy of a disease affecting 40 million people in the world, including 15,000 Chileans.  On that occasion, Bishop Chomali said 3.2 per cent of the affected persons are under the age of 15 and that married women are most at risk. It is fundamental, the Bishop said for people to realise that a 'safe sex' campaign is not the solution to the pandemic.  According to recent studies, in Chile more than 90 per cent of the cases of infection are due to sexual relations. “Invite people to have sexual relations certain of no risk of contagion is anti-ethical”, said Bishop Chomali. “A condom does not always work, not because I say so, but because nature works differently” he said and added, “as a contraceptive the condom is ineffective. Nevertheless it is promoted as a way of avoiding infections with a virus 500 times smaller than an spermatozoon. If the condom is ineffective as contraception, it certainly cannot prevent AIDS ”.  The Bishop said the way to prevent AIDS is to educate to chastity, fidelity and abstinence. “Promoting the use of the preservative, is anti-ethical because it offers false security and increases the danger of spreading the disease”. Bishop Chomalí insisted that young people must think deeply about their role a men and women, their responsibility and the way of living their freedom. (AP) (19/11/2007 Agenzia Fides; Righe:28; Parole:319)

Family – EUROPE/GREAT BRITAIN - Catholic Church leaders issue statement on the Human Fertilisation and Embryology Bill: “a dangerous and unnecessary precedent which does not respect the dignity of the human person.”  

Glasgow (Agenzia Fides) - Leading members  of the Catholic Church in Scotland, Cardinal Keith O'Brien, Archbishop of Saint Andrews and Edinburgh, and Archbishop Mario Conti of Glasgow, who is also Chairman of the Joint Catholic Bioethics Committee of Britain and Ireland, issued a statement on the Human Fertilisation and Embryology Bill prior to the House of Lords debate on Monday 19 November. The HFE - Human Fertilisation and Embryology Bill would legalise the creation of human-animal embryos.   

The Bill, formerly the Human Tissue and Embryos Bill, updates the present regulation of assisted reproduction and research with embryos in the United Kingdom. If approved the Bill would allow among other things <- provisions to recognise same-sex couples as legal parents of children conceived through the use of donated sperm, eggs or embryos. retention of a duty to take account of "the welfare of the child" when providing fertility treatment, but removal of the reference to "the need for a father"; >


The Catholic leaders say "this is not a justifiable direction for legitimate scientific research. It is a dangerous and unnecessary precedent which does not respect the dignity of the human person", noting that such practices are banned in Canada, Australia and many European countries the practice has been ruled out by Canada, Australia and many European countries. They express concern that such proposals diminish the natural status of fathers and disturb the natural bonds between parents and children.


"We are frankly appalled at proposals which would allow the creation of organisms which cross the species barrier.” said Archbishop Conti, who continues “The bill includes disturbing developments in embryonic experimentation and breaks down the natural bonds of family life linked with procreation.”. The Catholic Church leaders call "on the government to think again about the role of the Human Fertilisation and Embryology Authority which has proved completely inadequate in dealing with ethical issues" and stress the need for a " National Advisory Committee which is free of commercial research interests to give appropriate advice to Government on bioethical issues."  (RG) (Agenzia Fides 21/11/2007; righe 23, parole 293)   

see statement in English   

http://www.fides.org/eng/documents/human_Fertilisation_and_embryology_bill.doc
Family – ASIA/SOUTH KOREA - “Sanctification of the Family” Advent 2007 theme chosen by local Catholic Church 

Seoul (Agenzia Fides) – The family is the first place for the handing on of the faith and education to spiritual life; a place where the child learns to pray and to live a relationship of love with other people; a place where life is welcomed and protected; a place which teaches self-giving, generosity and gratitude; a place where the child learns to love God and neighbour, in short, a place of sanctification. These points for reflection were proposed by the local Catholic Church to the faithful in Korea during the Season of Advent 2007. The family was the subject chosen by the Korean Bishops for this year's Advent pastoral letters.

Cardinal Nicholas Cheoung, Archbishop of Seoul in his Advent Letter with the title 'The Family Basis of Life' stresses the need for Christians to proclaim and recognise the supreme rights and value of the family, the basis of respect among human persons. He said this creates an environment where the value of life is respected. In the letter the Cardinal insists on the necessity to abrogate the “Mother and Child Health Law” approved by parliament, controversial with regard to abortion and contraception, and he reaffirms the Catholic position to defend life from conception to natural end.

In recent months the Catholic Church in Korea has promoted various initiatives to increase awareness on theme of protecting life and the family (see Fides 8/9/2007). After publishing a handbook on the Catholic teaching on the subject, a Decalogue to Protect Life was distributed to parishes, schools, universities, social assistance centres, the media, which includes also official requests to Korea's civil authorities. The document calls for the abolition of capital punishment, a ban on cloning and research on human embryos and the abrogation of the Mother and Child Health Law which encourages abortion, and it urges the government to promote social policies to encourage Korean couples to have children. (PA) (Agenzia Fides 8/9/2007 righe 28 parole 286)

Youth – AMERICA/UNITED STATES - "Young disciples: stewards of God's gifts on mission": appeal to young people to make good use of God's gifts, to live in chastity, the Bishops urge all Catholics to take a more active part in public life

Washington (Agenzia Fides) - 'Young disciples: stewards of God's gifts on mission' is the title of a Letter addressed to young Catholics by the Bishops of the United States at the end of a plenary assembly held last week. In the Letter the Bishops stress the importance of youth, a time of important decisions. They urge young people to be generous with God's gifts and to discover their unique mission in life. They recall that during the 1st National Meeting for Hispanic Youth Pastoral in 2006 (see Fides 7/6/2006 e 10/7/2006), many young people "expressed a desire to take a more active part in the Church's life and mission". The Bishops offer advice to live as Christians, aware that "it is not easy to follow Christ with fidelity and perseverance". They advise the young people to set aside every day time for prayer, reading the Scriptures and the Church Social Teaching, to share their time, talents and possession with those in need, make Sunday Mass an essential part of their life.  "The Church wants every young person to be part of this spiritual journey as a faithful disciple ", the Bishops say.   


During their plenary assembly the Bishops discussed a new programme to make "chastity the cornerstone of every Catholic campus". They presented a programme "Catechetical formation for a life of chastity" for secondary school pupils. The US Bishops say this programme aims to educate to “morals and virtue", concentrating on the formation of young people in faith and morals necessary for a life of chastity because "education to chastity is much more than a call to abstinence". The Bishops acknowledge "the primary role of parents in the sexual education of children" but also stress the important role of teachers. The Bishops approved a statement calling Catholics to take a more active part in public life and to make political decisions in keeping with the faith and morals.  (RG) (Agenzia Fides 20/11/2007; righe 26, parole 366)
Mission – Africa/Madagascar - “The priest of the third millennium: Witness of Christ and missionary in the Church and in society”: Catholic Church in Madagascar concludes third Synod 

Antananarivo (Agenzia Fides)- “The priest of the third millennium: Witness of Christ and missionary in the Church and in society” was the theme of the 3rd Synod organised by the Catholic Church in Madagascar held in Antananarivo 31 October to 3 November, Don Bosco Radio in Antananarivo reported to Fides.  The Synod opened with Mass presided by Cardinal Ivan Dias prefect of the Congregation for the Evangelisation of Peoples, special envoy of Pope Benedict XVI.

After the Mass Cardinal Claudio Hummes, prefect of the Congregation for the Clergy gave a conference on “The priestly life in the world today”, then Cardinal Dias gave a conference on “The indispensable qualities of the priest ”. Other conferences focussed on the priest's life with Christ, the history of the Catholic Church in Madagascar, the importance of formation in seminaries, and two bishops gave testimonies on their life. Besides conferences there were also discussion groups each presided by two bishops. Participants at the Synod included about 200 delegates, bishops, priests, religious and lay people from the country's 21 dioceses. The Synod was prepared with two years of reflection and then at the beginning of 2007, a questionnaire was sent out to parishes all over the country with sixty questions to be answered by the faithful. The initiative was welcomed by the people. The Synod closed on 4 November with a Mass presided by Archbishop Fulgence Rabemahafaly of Fianarantsoa who is president of the Catholic Bishops' Conference of Madagascar. Concelebrants included Cardinal Gaëtan Razafindratandra, emeritus Archbishop of Antananarivo, the Bishops of Madagascar and the Apostolic Nuncio in Madagascar, Archbishop Agostino Kassuja. The Mass, celebrated city sports centre, was attended by some 50,000 Catholics and the president of the National Assembly Mr Jacques Sylla represented the President of Madagascar. The Mass was broadcast live by Don Bosco Radio through Madagascar's satellite network of Catholic radio stations. During the closing Mass there was the reading of the final Message of the Synod of which the main points were: the Church and the nation must face a new international context of globalisation; the ministry of the priest changes and is renewed in function of this context; it is necessary to intensify on-going formation of priests, seminary formation must open to new fields such as capacity for leadership, management and human sciences; priests must also be familiar  with the media and scientific questions. (L.M.) (Agenzia Fides 5/11/2007 righe 33 parole 438)
Life – AMERICA/URUGUAY - “Our opposition to abortion is not based on premises of a religious nature; the right of every human being to be born is a right inscribed in human nature": Bishops state    

Florida (Agenzia Fides) - During a plenary assembly 7-14 November in Florida to discuss Pastoral Guidelines for 2008-2012, will be approved in April next year, the Catholic Bishops of Uruguay reflected on the socio-political situation of the country with the help of experts and the situation on the local Church with the help of pastoral vicars, persons in charge of various pastoral sectors and the conclusions and recommendations of 5th General Conference of the Council of Bishops' Conferences of Latin America and the Caribbean in Aparecida. The Bishops all took part in the annual national pilgrimage to the national Marian shrine of Our Lady of the Trienta Tre, on Sunday 11 November and a spectacle "Uruguay sings to Our Lady of the Trienta Tre" (see Fides 8/11/2007 and 14/11/2007).  


Together with the president of the Catholic Bishops' Conference of Argentina and the bishops of the dioceses of Concordia and Gualeguaychú, close to Rio Uruguay, it was agreed to continue efforts to encourage the respective communities to reflection and prayer to promote understanding, agreement and peace.   The Bishops also discussed the situation since the approval by the Senate of a law of Reproductive and Sexual Health, which includes the depenalisation of abortion. In a message with the title “Defending human life we all stand to benefit" the Bishops explain the scientific and juridical reasons for the Church's opposition to the depenalisation of abortion.  They affirm that the child growing inside its mother is "a person who has rights. He or she is not ‘something’ but ‘someone’". The bishops say they realise that many women find it very difficult to face an unwanted pregnancy, but they insist that the solution is not to eliminate the new life. Moreover to "legalise abortion does not turn something evil into something good ", on the contrary with abortion everyone stands to lose: “a life is lost, the mother suffers wounds which will be difficult to heal, the doctor goes against the very essence of his noble profession, society loses a life refusing to open its arms, the culture of life suffers a blow".   The Bishops affirm: “the basis of our position against abortion is not primarily religious; the right of every human person to be born is inscribed in human nature", and they conclude underlining the necessity to have children, "in the face of emigration and demographic winter which threaten the future ". (RG) (Agenzia Fides 15/11/2007; righe 31, parole 417)  

See Bishops' statement in Spanish   

http://www.fides.org/spa/documents/declaracion_sobre_aborto_obispos_uruguay_13_nov_07.doc

Life - AMERICA/ARGENTINA  - Bishop of Santa Rosa "totally rejects" approval of the "inhuman act contrary to natural" of “therapeutic” abortion 

  Santa Rosa (Agenzia Fides) - Bishop Rinaldo Fidel Bredice, Bishop of Santa Rosa, has expressed "total rejection" of what is termed as “therapeutic” abortion recently approved by the regional parliament. The Bishop said so called “therapeutic” abortion is an "an inhuman act contrary to natural", a norm which is "clearly anti-constitutional". He says enough attacks on life are caused by accidents, damage to the ecosystem, murder every day in the news, without the need to add legal suppression of life by means of abortion.  

Yesterday 29 November the La Pampa house of representatives approved a proposal to legalise abortion under the pretext of regulating the practice of non punishable abortions. This “Protocol of Non-Punishable Abortion” guarantees abortion in the case of threats to the “ integral health of the mother” (physical, psychic or social,) which is the equivalent to unlimited legalisation of abortion. The Protocol describes General Principles to be applied by health workers: Procedure; Interdisciplinary Team to diagnose cases of 'therapeutic abortion '; Conscious Objection to be manifested within 30 days of the Law's coming into effect, and the opening of a Register conscious objectors. All hospitals without exception are bound to practice abortion.  


The Bishop of Santa Rosa reminds the authorities of their duty "to protect the life of every human being, because the right to life is the first of human rights". And he says: "Instead of making it easier to kill the child in its mother's womb, why does the government not provide assistance for the mother and child until the new citizen is 18 years old?" and again "Why not help all those Argentineans who long to adopt a child?". He appeals to the authorities to "protect the life of the most helpless citizens, the unborn babies of Pampa". (RG) (Agenzia Fides 30/11/2007; righe 23, parole 303)

SUPER QUESTIONES

EUROPE/ITALY - 

The legacy of Rev Oreste Benzi: “We are part of the Church and the Church has assigned to us a role in the world of slavery, poverty and abuse ”
Rome (Agenzia Fides) - “We are part of the Church and the Church has assigned to us a role in the world of slavery, poverty and abuse”: Rev Oreste Benzi, a priest of the diocese of Rimini, founder in 1968 of the  Comunità Papa Giovanni XXIII Association, told Fides in an interview some two years ago (see Fides 20/1/2005). Rev Benzi died in Rimini on 2 November. On 7 October 1998 the Pontifical Council for the Laity recognised the Community as “an international association of lay Catholics of pontifical right”.  “Our community” said Rev. Benzi, “is present in 21 countries in many parts of the south of the world from Latin America, to Africa and Asia to help the development of these peoples in the light of Christ. Our work in the world covers two fields of action: on the one hand we work against oppression of powerful countries which often exploit poor countries and on the other with micro-programmes we try to support initiatives undertaken locally by oppressed peoples. Rather than undertake initiatives ourselves we support local initiatives… We help these peoples with their challenges, activity, initiatives and in their work we bear witness to Christ and the Gospel which gradually becomes the foundation for their life. We help the people we assist to learn to help those in need and to become witnesses of Christ’s love for the world”. 

One area where Don Benzi and his Community is especially active is to eradicate prostitution and the trafficking of girls. “The Comunità Papa Giovanni XXIII for more than 10 years works in the region Piedmont and elsewhere in Italy to free women enslaved in prostitution–don Benzi said at one of numerous torchlight marches of prayer, solidarity and liberation-. We cannot be silent in the face of this slavery which reduces more than 100.000 young women and girls to objects for sale. Their suffering is a desperate cry to our consciences which are becoming accustomed to injustices. This is the time to firmly direct the will of our governors to work speedily to free women from this horrible slavery.” 



On the occasion of World AIDS Day (see Agenzia Fides 1/12/2004), in a reflection sent to Fides, don Benzi said essential medicines should be freed of patents and made accessible to all at reasonable prices, he said: “Millions who died last year might be still alive today if anti-retroviral drugs had been made accessible. The cries of the sick and the dead is God's finger pointing against us! We must not give in to evil which exists, but we must fear even more the good which is lacking. On this Day we must all examine our consciences and ask forgiveness. This Day must make us become one people guided by the Catholic Church, the one true Church of Christ, which fights and struggles for justice and peace among men.” 


Don Oreste Benzi interviewed by Fides following tragic events connected with Satanism, (see Fides 8/6/2004) said: “ n recent years I have come up against the activities of occult satanic groups and the horror of their rites including sexual abuse of the young persons involved. Very often these Satanists are respectable persons above all suspicion and their aim is to destroy morally and psychologically anyone who works against them and tries to stop these occult activities. «“The aim of occult and satanic organisations is to try eliminate the presence of God from society”» Rev Benzi said. «On the part of the authorities it takes courage and coherence to find and disperse these organisations and on the part of the public a great sense of civic responsibility to denounce these facts. The phenomenon of Satanism is connected with equally harmful and dangerous evils such as prostitution, paedophilia and trafficking of children. Very often it is the most helpless, like children, who fall prey to a network of sects. Once a person is caught it is very difficult to escape. In Italy there are an estimated 600.000 members and what is more concerning, most of them are young people, adolescents. Our country needs a new law on secret societies and satanic sects the existing one is to generic”.


On 21 March 2007 don Benzi celebrated the 20th anniversary of the inauguration of the first “Capanna di Betlemme”, home for the homeless (see Agenzia Fides 16/3/2007), where since 1987 circa 10.000 people have found 'home' for a more than one day. “The real emergency connected with extreme poverty in our country and elsewhere–don Oreste said at the time - is to address the all the needs of the persons in difficulty. Temporary shelter and food is not enough: we must build life together with them though sharing and long term programmes and projects aimed to include the poor in society”. Today the Home of 650sq mt., in the hills of Covignano, has a section for over night stays, an apartment for people with personalised long term projects, and a work centre. It has 40 beds and 5 are for women. It serves about meals a day. There is a medical centre and an office for legal assistance. The Comunità has similar structures in Vicenza and Bologna, and also in Albania, Russia, Bolivia, Zambia, Tanzania and Kenya, and we are considering opening homes in other countries. 


On 24 October the Comunità Papa Giovanni XXIII Association inaugurated its first Family Home in Sardinia (see Fides 23/10/2007), to meet numerous requests to help people in difficulty and to help the Association's community experience take deeper root in the territory. The first Family Home was opened in 1972. Today there are 269 Family Homes formed of singles, or married couples who become temporarily or permanently fathers and mothers, brothers and sisters of people will a disability, minors in difficulty, form drug addicts, people which psychic problems. 


The last interview Don Benzi gave to Fides was in August in a Dossier The Drug Industry (see Agenzia Fides 1/8/2007 Italian only). 


On All Saints Day, 1 November, only hours before his unexpected death, as he had done for the past nine years don Benzi and the Comunità Papa Giovanni XXIII, urged everyone to pray for the unborn children who died before birth: some of natural death, many, many others at the hand of man through deliberate abortion. The Community is in front line to protect life of the unborn child and to support mothers/couples in difficulty to enable them to have their child in a dignified manner. “The 1017 children killed in 2006, victims of abortion in our hospitals in Rimini and in Cattolica –don Benzi wrote in the call - should awaken our consciences and pull us out of indifference!” (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 3/11/2007; righe 91, parole 1.352)

VATICAN  

WORDS OF DOCTRINE - Challenge or tribulation? Relativism is corroding the concept of martyrdom Rev Nicola Bux and Rev. Salvatore Vitiello 

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) - One word found everywhere in writings, including ecclesiastical works is “challenge”, to indicate, in substance, worldly things which provoke the Church. The term is  a call to fight a duel or compete in a sports race or some other test on equal terms. Extended it can mean asking someone to say or do something thought to be false or impossible. Do you think the world challenges the Church on equal terms? This is an example of the ideological optimism which has characterised and continues to mark the views of no few Christians with regard to the relationship between the world and the Church. Did not Jesus say: “You will meet tribulation in the world, but have faith I have conquered the world” (Jn 16,33)? Did not Saint Paul urge us to be: “Happy in hope, strong in tribulation ” (Rom 12,12)?

In Post-Council decades the term challenge has replaced that of tribulation, or ‘painful thorns' , metaphoric or material. Very subtly some are even trying to corrode the Christian concept of martyrdom. Let us see why.

Martyrdom is first of all witness to the truth of the first commandment: “I am the Lord your God”, and resistance to the “ constant temptation to faith. Idolatry consists in divinizing what is not God.” (Catechism of the Catholic Church, n. 2113). Today, as in the past, the temptation of idolatry presents itself in old and new forms: from Satanism, to power, pleasure, the State… an unusual form is the absolutising of values such peace, solidarity which are totally relative to the first: “I am the Lord your God…” or made into absolutist idols, in the “Beast” of Revelation (cfr Rev 13-14). “ Many martyrs died for not adoring "the Beast" refusing even to simulate such worship. Idolatry rejects the unique Lordship of God; it is therefore incompatible with communion with God” (CCC, ivi). 

Another point helps underline that the concept of martyrdom is univocal: like Jesus in front of Pilate, Christians know that in front of the world they are called to bear witness to the truth (cfr CCC n. 2471), they must not be ashamed of Christ. We know that many Christians today, especially some in certain associations, many led by ecclesiastics, demonstrate in the name of values, promote initiatives to support various realities without ever mentioning Jesus Christ or faith or prayer, as the only effective way to overcome the world, understood as a reality which adores the Beast and rejects God. This is another effect of relativist ideology which tends to confuse martyrs with heroes and pool them in “ecumenical martyrologies”.

This explains the Catechism's definition of martyrdom: “ Martyrdom is the supreme witness given to the truth of the faith: it means bearing witness even unto death. the martyr bears witness to Christ who died and rose, to whom he is united by charity.” (n. 2473).  Charity for which Christians die is first of all love of God – as must be ascertained in causes of sainthood–. On this charity depends love of neighbour as oneself, which otherwise would be mistaken for impetus of generosity deriving ultimately from the affirmation of one's ego. So the Christian martyr: “ bears witness to the truth of the faith and of Christian doctrine, endures death through an act of fortitude. "Let me become the food of the beasts,  – says St Ignatius of Antioch - through whom it will be given me to reach God” (ivi). 

Therefore it is the truth which renders free, not 'values' abstractly and ideologically understood. Contrary to what many think, following Vatican II, in no way has the Church “renewed” the ecclesial concept of martyrdom and so Christians can be martyrs if they die for peace, or for the liberation of their country or out of charity, separate from faith in Christ.

The only cause of martyrdom remains “hatred towards faith in Jesus Christ”. The persecutor inflicts material martyrdom, torture and death; the persecuted suffer, forgiving like Jesus did. The “peace” for which the early Christians died was “communio” of the Church of which they were members and which they refused to abjure, since the Church is the body of which Christ is the head. This was so for the 498 Spanish martyrs beatified recently by Benedict XVI. Christians know they must all "experience many tribulations before entering the Kingdom of God” (Acts 14,22). Not “challenges” then but tribulations. We will continue our reflection in the near future. (Agenzia Fides 3/11/2007; righe 52, parole 750)

Africa/Kenya 

- “We intend to continue our mission with the same enthusiasm of the first missionaries” says new Cardinal Njue, Archbishop of Nairobi, in Rome for ad limina visit

Roma (Agenzia Fides)-“We are satisfied with the growth of the Church thanks first of all to the work of missionaries” said Kenya's new Cardinal Archbishop John Njue Nairobi and president of the Catholic Bishops Conference of Kenya, in a conversation with Fides. The Cardinal is in Rome for the ad limina visit and to receive his Cardinal's hat from the Pope on Saturday 24 November.

“In recent decades our dioceses have grown and so has the faith of our people. We see this in the increasing numbers of vocations to the priesthood and the religious life: this is a grace from God” Cardinal Njue told Fides. “Of course” - he adds - “we have difficulties to face, including spreading sects and evangelical communities. The solution is to ensure proper formation for the faithful consolidating catechesis and teaching catechism. We hope to have a translation of the Catechism of the Catholic Church in the local language soon” the president of the Catholic Bishops Conference of Kenya told Fides. 


In view of elections in Kenya on 27 December, the local Church is helping to build awareness among the people on how to vote and play their part in this important event in the life of the country. Cardinal Njue recalls that “as the Bishops Conference we have issued various pastoral letters in view of the elections urging people to make informed choices: we have indicated the qualities necessary for national leaders who can respond to the needs of the people. We have urged young voters in particular not to be persuaded with promises or money. We continue to insist on national unity: Kenya must remain united and not cede to tribal tensions and divisions. We have appealed for no violent action because elections cannot be free if there is violence. We hope the new leaders will continue the progress made in recent years along the same path ”.


Violence is a major social problem in Kenya, especially street bandit murders. In recent years two priests were victims of these episodes. Cardinal Njue says however that “the murders of some priests like Fr. John Anthony Kaiser, American Mill Hill missionary assassinated in 2000, are not common crimes. Perhaps some political leaders see these people or the local Church take positions contrary to their interests and have recourse to murder. But this does not frighten us and the Church continues her mission with the enthusiasm of the first missionaries”.


Kenya a major junction for drug-trafficking in east Africa. Cardinal Njue said this is because “criminal organisations in the east and the west see the poverty of people in certain areas as an opportunity to find people willing to become traffickers. Kenya's geographical position makes it an important junction for east west drug trafficking. The government of Kenya is actively trying to stop this crime. We, as the local Church, do our best to help our young people who are unemployed avoid being recruited by criminal organisations”. (L.M.) (Agenzia Fides 21/11/2007 righe 38 parole 519)

ASIA/INDONESIA - “Indonesia, a country where interreligious dialogue works and bears fruit ” Interview with Jesuit Fr. Ignazio Ismartono SJ, coordinator  Indonesian Bishops' Crisis and Reconciliation Service 

Rome (Agenzia Fides) – In Indonesia, the world's most populous Muslim country, interreligious dialogue works and bears fruit. Good relations between religious leaders have been consolidated and Christians are esteemed and appreciated despite come negative episodes. This was said by Jesuit Fr. Ignazio Ismartono SJ, coordinator  Indonesian Bishops' Crisis and Reconciliation Service 

in an interview with Fides. Fr Ismartono, also  vice president of the Bishops' Commission for Interreligious Dialogue and a tireless builder of Muslim-Christian relations, offers a picture of the situation in Indonesia and explains motives and prospects for dialogue.

Since the democratic turning point in 1998 , what is the present political and social situation in Indonesia?

At the political level a process of decentralisation, has started set up post-Suharto, dictator for 30 years but care must be taken to ensure that state centralism gives way to 'local centralism’ with strong men imposing models of absolute power in the different regions of the country. Indonesia's new democracy must take steps of effective participation in civil society at the local level. Of course democracy is not a panache for all evils, it must promote economic and social development. Otherwise a diversified country such as Indonesia, is in danger of fragmentation. In hot areas of the country problems are many and varied. in North Sumatra, in Aceh, where I have been many times they are talking about introducing Sharia Law. But civil society rejects the idea. Instances of separatism are due to poverty rather than religion. In Indonesian Papua the indigenous peoples are neglected, they have little instruction and they do not benefit from the exploitation of natural resources on the part of multinational companies. In the Moluccas and in Sulawesi (scene of interreligious clashes in 1999-2002) let us hope the improved situation continues. However in Indonesia today unemployment the principal challenge with 42 million people without work and this leads to poverty, hardship and social tension. 

What is the position of the factor “religion” in the life of the nation? 

The two principal Muslim associations  Nahdlatul Ulama and Muhammadiyah (which have a total number of 70 million members) continue to determine the scenario. If the act in an illuminated manner they bring values and just battles, the promote harmony the country takes the path of social harmony. Aware of the key role they play, the government strives to involve them. Of course there are still a few small groups which want violence. The paradox is that non-religious factors and elements create religious problems: sharing of natural resources, the media, globalisation which produces marginalisation. In Indonesia religions is still used for political motives and people must be made aware of this danger. As Christians we try to prevent and avoid the outbreak of disputes and conflict: we strive to build good relations with Muslims and to work together organise events and campaigns ward off this danger.

What is the basis, the framework which makes interreligious dialogue in Indonesia work?

The framework is dialogue Pancasila, the state's founding philosophy, sanctioned by the Constitution. The philosophy of the five principles (panca = five, sila = principle): fede in one supreme God; just and civil humanity; national unity; democracy guided by wisdom; social justice. Pancasila indicates all that is good in a religion, shared principles like solidarity, respect, justice and it is helpful for a path of dialogue. Pancasila is a tool with which to serve, not dominate: it serves to underline national unity and the people's commitment to respect and promote fundamental values which guarantee peace and stability.

As believers in Christ our duty is to promote in the nation a spirit of brotherhood and equality  among people of different cultures, ethnic origin and faiths, as a bases of reference for peaceful co-existence.  We must promote a positive and open spirit in reciprocal knowledge, listening, understanding and dialogue. 

Do you thing the model di dialogue between leaders in Indonesia cane be exported, can it represent a paradigm for other parts of the world?

For someone like myself who strive to understand localisms (and Indonesia has many particularisms, languages, cultures, races religions), it is not easy to speak of comparisons or paradigms. It is always necessary to consider the historical and cultural background: when Islam reached Indonesia, it found a culture shaped by the Hindu-Buddhist spirit; moreover it came with traders not with violence. The Arab merchants respected the local customs and traditions and gradually Islam was introduced into society in the cultural tradition of Java with discretion without eliminating tradition. Modalities of dialogue are always influenced by the historical-cultural background. The Middle East for example has quite a different political-social history. Perhaps the Middle East might look further east to extract some strategies and dynamism on how to make progress in dialogue and fruitful encounter of religions and cultures, especially Muslim/Christian. It is interesting to see the Indonesian government promote an interreligious forum and a model of good relations among leaders of different faith communities.

How is the Catholic Church seen in Indonesia?

The Catholic Church (6 million Catholics) is held in great consideration by the people because of its contribution in the field of healthcare and education. This service is highly appreciated in rural areas often without state structures. We strive the serve the people as well as possible especially the poor. Catholic hospitals have a special ward for poor people for whom not even basic medical care is guaranteed. The Bishops are build Caritas Indonesian “Karina”: a big step forward for a movement of solidarity which the Church has always guaranteed for the people of Indonesia in times of natural disasters and calamities, tsunamis for example. (PA) (Agenzia Fides  28/11/2007 righe 75 parole 769)

VATICAN - WORDS OF DOCTRINE– Reality comes before ideology, including that of “gender”. Rev Nicola Bux and Rev Salvatore Vitiello
Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) - Never before as in these times of proclaimed ecological sensitivity, only on the nature of man everything and the opposite of everything can be said and done. Especially in the western areas, but, thanks to globalisation of information and culture, almost everywhere on the planet, we see how flawed philosophy has clearly practical consequences in the life of individuals, societies and nations. They question the truth of the creation of the human person, man and woman (Gen 1,27). Yet no one, concretely lives having to retrace the journey of thousands of years of civilisation: we all live accepting and often taking for granted what has gone before us, without even the energy to leap for joy and gratitude for the great work achieved in the centuries by our brothers and sisters.


Nor are we able to wonder at a simple but essential fact: each one of us, before was not and now is. And one day on this earth, will no longer be. An observation as elementary as it is disarming which tells each one of us that we are a “fact”, that life is something to be welcomed first of all, to understand its coordinates, origin and end and, only then, to “invent”, with all the creativity and ample use of freedom of which only the human person is capable. However freedom can never be uprooting from, or negation of the truth. Freedom is awareness of belonging to a history, which inevitably goes before us.


In recent discussions on sexual morality and , more profoundly on knowledge of one's own affective world, the position of those who believe they can “invent” their gender, as they go along, as the case demands, claim a presumed (and impossible) freedom of man from the biological fact, which (also but not only) characterises him, simply reveals the ultimate result of philosophical errors of over two centuries non.


Realism which affirms the possibility for reason to know a reality which precedes it and knowledge as encounter, actual and present, knowing subject and known object, are the only premises to a discourse philosophically acceptable and practically liveable. One's gender cannot be invented or chosen: it is fact, pure fact. Gender is only either male or female. It reveals itself in the most delicate process of sexual identification which has enormous need of definite models of reference which do not have, themselves, problems of gender determination.


Moreover precisely because it is fact, gender is accepted, perhaps as a cross, in all those cases in which biological and psychological identity disagree, opening the way for paths of psychological and spiritual accompaniment  to guarantee that fraternity and respect indispensable for authentic human growth. And in this area too the emergency is again about education: we must start educating again.


In the face of such delicate, issues, there is the jarring attitude of the “flag flyers of unreal identities”. People are real, their journeys, they struggles, their stories. Certainly not the ideologically counterposed positions, behind which, without much obsessive searching, there are powerful economic interests which, to the person, give no thought at all.


It is also amazing that, precisely in circles where often stronger are the calls for respect for nature and ecological sensitivity, we see, with regard to the question of 'gender', total overstepping of the natural fact, in the name of ceding to unwitting philosophical drifting and to libertarian drifting, existentially practised which enslave.


Man is not only the fruit of his biological antecedents, he is also constituted by them and, amazingly, in “a little matter ” is present a desire for the Infinite, a total opening to the Mystery which makes the human being, man or woman, the point of self-knowledge of the cosmos. This is why the Catechism of the Catholic Church recalls that “ Everyone, man and woman, should acknowledge and accept his sexual identity. Physical, moral, and spiritual difference and complementarity are oriented toward the goods of marriage and the flourishing of family life. the harmony of the couple and of society depends in part on the way in which the complementarity, needs, and mutual support between the sexes are lived out.” (2333). (Agenzia Fides 29/11/2007; righe 49, parole 690)

SPECIAL - WORDS OF DOCTRINE by Rev Nicola Bux and Rev Salvatore Vitiello 

SPE SALVI, the second Encyclical of His Holiness Benedict XVI

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) - A magnificent fresco on Christian hope, the new Encyclical by Pope Benedict XVI: Spe Salvi facti sumus, “In hope we were saved” (Cf Rom 8,24) is the title and I wager it will occupy no little time and study of Christians and other men and women of goodwill.

After giving us “Deus caritas est”, on Charity, the Holy Father gives the Church this text on the virtue of hope, the one Péguy referred to as the “little one” of the three theological virtues, which the elder ones faith and charity appear to lead by hand, but which in fact leads and sustains both.

The text is dynamic, with 50 paragraphs, not officially subdivided in parts but which is in fact composed of an ample definition of Christian hope, with no few explanations and corrections of errors in understanding this virtue, and a second part with the title “Settings” for learning and practising hope”, in which there emerges all the Pope's paternity and pastoral support for his children and all men and women, to return, as Church, to educate to hope.

The first 13 paragraphs are a passionate biblical-theological analysis of hope. The Pope asks: “ what sort of hope could ever justify the statement that, on the basis of that hope and simply because it exists, we are redeemed? And what sort of certainty is involved here?” (n. 1). And it emerges, very clearly, that Christian hope is certainty, not doubt, founded on faith, indeed that  'hope' is the equivalent of faith” (n.2). Hope then, is a Person, it is Christ himself, because only One who is able to offer hope which conquers death, gives true hope!

So eternal life is the real measure of human hope. The struggle against death, to free oneself from death has always represented a characterising element of human existence; but “ do we really want this—to live eternally? Perhaps many people reject the faith today simply because they do not find the prospect of eternal life attractive. What they desire is not eternal life at all, but this present life, for which faith in eternal life seems something of an impediment. To continue living for ever —endlessly—appears more like a curse than a gift. Death, admittedly, one would wish to postpone for as long as possible. But to live always, without end—this, all things considered, can only be monotonous and ultimately unbearable” (n. 10).

The Holy Father leads us to a radical question, the fundamental question of every human life: “there is a contradiction in our attitude, which points to an inner contradiction in our very existence. On the one hand, we do not want to die; above all, those who love us do not want us to die. Yet on the other hand, neither do we want to continue living indefinitely, nor was the earth created with that in view. So what do we really want? Our paradoxical attitude gives rise to a deeper question: what in fact is “life”? And what does “eternity” really mean?” (n. 11). The answer to this question occupies a greater part of the journey of the text, and it is an extraordinary and fascinating path which leads the reader not only to deepen his knowledge, but also to a great introspection, comparison with self and with the radical meaning of one's own existence.

The historical analysis of the concept of hope of modern times (nn. 16-23) brings a great contribution, also critical, to the drifts of a thought which, anthropocentrically reduced, measuring everything with man, ended up wanting to exclude God. It is the ideology of progress which has deceived and deceives man, identified with extraordinary clarity, by the ideas of Bacon, of whom it is said: “ Francis Bacon and those who followed in the intellectual current of modernity that he inspired were wrong to believe that man would be redeemed through science” (n. 25).

And Pope Benedict  XVI, as a great expert on the heart and the reality of man, affirms: “It is not science that redeems man: man is redeemed by love. This applies even in terms of this present world. When someone has the experience of a great love in his life, this is a moment of “redemption” which gives a new meaning to his life. But soon he will also realise that the love bestowed upon him cannot by itself resolve the question of his life. It is a love that remains fragile. It can be destroyed by death. The human being needs unconditional love. He needs the certainty” (n. 26). And again: “ we need the greater and lesser hopes that keep us going day by day. But these are not enough without the great hope, which must surpass everything else. This great hope can only be God ” (n. 31).

Most important the analysis, undertaken by the encyclical, of the relation between hope and freedom, in which it is said that having reduced hope to the strict confines of worldly realities, to the humanly achievable, excluding the salvific dimension of a hope which is not only the fruit of human action and progress, in a conception which in fact is auto-redemptive, has determined also the reduction of freedom: “ a hope that does not concern me personally is not a real hope. It has also become clear that this hope is opposed to freedom, since human affairs depend in each generation on the free decisions of those concerned. If this freedom were to be taken away, as a result of certain conditions or structures, then ultimately this world would not be good, since a world without freedom can by no means be a good world.” (n. 30).

In his concern as the Shepherd of the Universal Church to indicate to his sons and daughters and all men and women of goodwill, where hope can be 'learned' the Holy Father identifies three fundamental “places” : first of all Prayer (nn. 32-34), then human action and suffering (nn. 35-40) e, ultimately, the Last Judgement (nn. 41-48). The text ends with a magnificent fresco dedicated to Most Holy Mary, “Star of Hope” (nn. 48-50). (Agenzia Fides 30/11/2007; righe 69, parole 1.011)
VATICAN - Josephine Bakhita, the slave who became the first Sudanese saint, cited as an example in Pope Benedict XVI 's  new encyclical Spe salvi 

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) – Josephine Bakhita, the first Saint of Sudan and the first African woman to be raised to the honour of the altars without being a martyr, is cited as an example in Spe salvi the second encyclical written by Pope Benedict XVI. “ We who have always lived with the Christian concept of God, and have grown accustomed to it, have almost ceased to notice that we possess the hope that ensues from a real encounter with this God. The example of a saint of our time can to some degree help us understand what it means to have a real encounter with this God for the first time. I am thinking of the African Josephine Bakhita, canonized by Pope John Paul II” (n.3) 

Biographical note

Josephine was born in 1869. She lived in Sudan with her parents, 3 brothers and 4 sisters at Olgossa, s small village in Darfur, close to Mount Agilerei. Josephine suffers the first time when men she calls “slave traders” – in actual fact members of Arab tribes who traded – abduct her elder sister: “I still remember – she says in 1910 – how my mother cried and how we all cried”. One day between 1876 and 1877 she suffers the same fate as her sister: she is abducted and taken far away. “I thought only of my family, I called mamma and papà, with unspeakable anguish in my heart, there was no one to hear me ”. Taken to Khartoum, she was Arabised and given the name Bakhita (fortunate). The young slave girls forgot her original name and changed master five times between 1877 and 1883. The suffering of Josephine Bakhita is told in a brief tale written in 1910 in which she speaks of her vicissitudes until her conversion: frustrated, open wounds on which salt is rubbed, maltreated and oppressed. In 1883 she is bought by Italian consul agent Calisto Legnani, who buys her from he last owner, a Turkish general who has to leave Sudan and wants to rid himself of his slaves. With her new master she is happier: “This time I was really fortunate; because the new master was a good man and he treated me well […] I was not scolded or punished or beaten and had never enjoyed such peace and tranquillity”. But in 1885 Legnani is forced to leave Sudan in due to the advance of the Mahdist revolution. Josephine convinces her master to take her with him. When they reach Genoa she is entrusted to the family of Augusto Michieli, in Zianigo, in the province of Venice. Michieli hsa a wife Turina and a daughter Mimmina. Josephine acts as a nanny to Mimmina. Between 1888 and 1889 the Michieli family, which has economic interests in Africa, decides to return to Sudan. Josephine goes with them for nine months and then returns to Italy with Mrs Michieli and her daughter. 

The discovery of the faith

Bakhita and Mimmina are entrusted for a brief period to the Institute of Catecumene di Venezia, run by the Canossian nuns. Here Josephine beings to discover the faith: “Those holy Mothers– she said in 1910 – with heroic patience instructed me and led me to know God whom I had sensed in my heart since a child without knowing who he was ”.When Signora Michieli returns to take them back to Africa, Bakhita refuses to go. She is sad to see little Mimmina leave, but she chooses to remain with the support of the Patriarch of Venice, , Domenico Agostini, and the King's procurator. Bakhita begins a new life: on 9 January 1890, in Venice she receives Baptism, Confirmation and the Eucharist from Cardinal Domenico Agostini. On 7 December 1893 she enters the novitiate of the Daughters of Charity and in Verona on 8 December, the feast of the Immaculate Conception she makes her temporary vows. In 1902 the is moved to Schio, and there for the first time in 1910, she tells her story. On 10 August 1927 she makes her perpetual vows in Venice. For the rest of her life she works hard in the institute where she lives. In Schio everyone called her the Madre moretta. She lives in humility but people love her and seek her. Already when she made her perpetual vows people spoke of her as a saint, and in 1931 a book on her live was printed in thousands of copies and translated in several languages. Josephine Bakhita died on 8 February 1947 at the Canossian Institute at Schio. Immediately crowds came to pay homage to her.

On the way to the honour of the altars 

The body of Mother Bakhita, according to testimony collected at the time, was still soft and warm when coffin was closed. In front of the body an unemployed family man prays for a job: he returns a few hours later to say he found work. Miracles begin to happen. In 1950, only three years after the death, the Canossian bulletin publishes 6 pages of names of people who received graces through the intercession of a Bakhita. 


The ordinary beatification process takes place Vicenza between 1955 and 1957. The apostolic process is held in 1968-1969. In September 1969 the body of Bakhita is moved to the cemetery of the Institute of the Daughters of Charity where she lived.

John Paul II signs the decree for the heroic virtues of Josephine Bakhita on 1 December 1978 and the decree of beatification on 6 July 1991. On 17 May 1992 Josephine Bakhita is proclaimed Blessed and on 1 October 2000 in St Peter's Square she is canonised by John Paul II: she is Sudan's first Saint. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 30/11/2007; righe 63, parole 894)
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