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FIDES SPECIAL FEATURE

Instrumentum mensis Martii 

pro lectura Magisterii Summi Pontificis Benedicti XVI 

pro evangelizatione in terris missionum
Annus IV – Numerus III, Martius A.D. MMVIII

On the first day of the month of March, the Holy Father presided a Prayer Vigil on the occasion of the 6th European Day for University Students, dedicated in particular this year to the continents of Europe and America. In a video-link up from Europe to the continent of America, Benedict XVI urged all young people to strive to make the “life blood of the Gospel renew the civilisation of these two continents and of all humanity”.

In a Message on the occasion of the 24th General Chapter of the Salesian Fathers, the Pope urged the participants to contemplate their founder, Saint Don Bosco, "so each may come to know, study, love, imitate and invoke him, adopt his same apostolic passion, which flows from the heart of Christ”. The audience on 7 March with participants at the annual course on the Internal Forum promoted by the Apostolic Penitentiary, offered the Holy Father an opportunity to reaffirm the vital importance of the Sacrament of Reconciliation: “It is necessary that between the practice of the Sacrament of Confession and a life in which a person strives to follow Christ sincerely, a sort of continuous "virtuous circle" be established”. During the audience with the Pontifical Committee for Historical Sciences, on the same day and in an audience the next day with the Plenary Assembly of the Pontifical Council for Culture, Pope Benedict XVI warned of the growing threat of positivism – “the loss of memory provokes a loss of identity in the individual, this phenomenon analogously occurs for society as a whole”  – and secularism “which is invading every aspect of daily life and developing a mentality in which God is effectively absent” and “giving way to a barren cult of the individual”.

On Sunday 9 March the Pope celebrated Mass at the San Lorenzo Youth Centre on the occasion of the centre's 25th anniversary. In his homily he reminded the faithful of the centrality of the Holy Eucharist: “live truly of the Eucharist, to be able thus to be transformed into the communion of love”. 

During the Penitential Liturgy in preparation for the 23rd World Youth Day, addressing young people, the Holy Father spoke about true happiness “ which comes from the mercy of God, and is poured into our hearts and reconciles us with Him”. On Palm Sunday the Pope urged the faithful to contemplate Jesus and learn from Him the “correct way of being human persons”. The following day Benedict XVI celebrated Mass for the repose of the soul of  Chaldean Catholic Archbishop of Mossul Paulos Faraj Rahho, assassinated a few days earlier in Iraq. Benedict XVI sent a Message of condolence on the occasion of the funeral of Chiara Lubich, whom he defined as a “woman of intrepid faith, meek messenger of hope and peace”. From 20 to 23 March the Holy Father presided the celebrations of the Easter Triduum, which culminated with the Easter Vigil Mass. On Palm Sunday, 23 March, Pope Benedict XVI delivered his Easter Message and Urbi et Orbi blessing: “at the rising of the Easter sun, the Church recognises the voice of Jesus himself who, on rising from death, turns to the Father filled with gladness and love, and exclaims: My Father, here I am! I have risen, I am still with you, and so I shall be for ever; your Spirit never abandoned me”.

SYNTHESIS INTERVENTUUM

1 March 2008 – Prayer Vigil for the 6th Day for European University students 

2 March 2008 – Angelus

2 March 2008 – Holy Father's appeals

3 March 2008 – Message on the occasion of the 24th general chapter of the Salesian Fathers 5 March 2008 – General Audience

6 March 2008 – Audience with Bishops of Guatemala on ad limina visit 
7 March 2008 – Audience with Pontifical Committee for Historical Sciences 

7 March 2008 – Audience to participants in the annual Course promoted by the Apostolic Penitentiary 

8 March 2008 – Audience to the plenary assembly of the Pontifical Council for Culture 
8 March 2008 – Telegram of condolence for the death of Cardinal Peter Poreku Dery

9 March 2008 – Mass for the 25th anniversary of San Lorenzo Youth Centre  
9 March 2008 – Angelus

9 March 2008 – Invitation to Penitential Liturgy on 13 March

12 March 2008 – General Audience

13 March 2008 – Telegram of condolence for the death of Archbishop Paulos Faraj Rahho 
13 March 2008 – Penitential Liturgy in preparation for XXIII World Youth Day 

16 March 2008 –Eucharistic Celebration on Palm Sunday 
16 March 2008 – Angelus
17 March 2008 – Requiem Mass for Archbishop Paulos Faraj Rahho 

18 March 2008 – Message of condolence on the occasion of the funeral of Chiara Lubich

19 March 2008 – General Audience

20 March 2008 – Homily during Holy Thursday Chrism Mass 

20 March 2008 – Homily during ‘In Cena Domini’ Mass on Holy Thursday

21 March 2008 – Discourse at the end of the Way of the Cross at the Colosseum

22 March 2008 – Easter Vigil Mass 

23 March 2008 – Message Urbi et Orbi on Easter Sunday

24 March 2008 – Regina Caeli

26 March 2008 – General Audience
30 March 2008 – Regina Caeli

31 March 2008 – Audience to participants at General Chapter of the Salesian Fathers.
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QUAESTIONES

Education – AMERICA/PANAMA - Bishops call for a correct “sexual education towards love, in accord with our condition as rational beings and in an effort to strengthen the institution of the family””

Evangelisation – AMERICA/MEXICO - Presentation of the “Diocesan Procedure in the Mission of Permanent Evangelization”: the best service we can offer man “is in offering Christ Himself, through the testimony of our own lives”

Mission –AFRICA/SOMALIA - Medical dispensary in Baidoa, where the 2007 Holy Thursday Mass collection was sent by Pope Benedict XVI, serves 170 people a day.

Mission – AMERICA - The Great Continental Mission: “We must take advantage of this time of grace. We need a new Pentecost!”; during the CAM 3, missionary sending.

Mission - ASIA/QATAR - First Catholic church in Qatar will be consecrated by Cardinal Ivan Dias, a joy both for the faithful and the Philippine priest who leads the community

Mission - AMERICA/BOLIVIA - 5th National Missionary Congress, to recover the missionary strength of the Church in Bolivia and awaken missionary conscientiousness in all sectors ” 

Pontifical Mission Societies - AFRICA/NIGERIA - Pontifical Missionary Union of Nigeria meets to intensify campaign for missionary awareness and responsibility

Pontifical Mission Societies - AMERICA/ARGENTINA - The expansion of the Missionary Childhood and Youth, and Missionary October among the themes of the Annual Assembly of the Pontifical Mission Societies 

Pontifical Mission Societies - EUROPE/ITALY - “Shed for you and for all”: March 24, 16th annual Day of Prayer and Fasting in memory of missionaries killed for the cause of the Gospel 

Pontifical Mission Societies - AMERICA/CUBA - Visit of the Secretary General of Missionary Childhood to groups of children and adolescents from the country’s 11 dioceses
Pontifical Mission Societies - OCEANIA/AUSTRALIA - Pontifical Mission Societies launch a new interactive website for youth missionaries
Commitment in society –- AMERICA/BOLIVIA - Pastoral guidelines from the Bishops regarding the Government Constitution: “create a climate of openness, make room for dialogue, facilitate social accord, reestablish legality

Missionaries killed - ASIA/IRAQ - Pain and grieving for the death of the Archbishop of Mossul; funeral services today to be attended by Christians from all over the country

Life – AMERICA/BRAZIL - Bishops take a stance against use of embryonic cells in scientific investigation: “it is a living being that cannot be destroyed.”

Life – AMERICA/PERU - Celebration of Unborn Child Day: “the unalienable right to life of the human being is a natural law written deep in the heart of every man.””

Vocation –ASIA/HONG KONG - Vocational testimony from a lay consecrated woman: “Don’t wait! Don’t be afraid! Put out into the deep!”

SUPER QUAESTIONES

VATICAN - Responses to questions proposed on the validity of Baptism
VATICAN - THE WORDS OF DOCTRINE by Rev. Nicola Bux and Rev Salvatore Vitiello 
'Idea of man' central to Catholic commitment in politics

AMERICA/GUATEMALA - Interview with an Auxiliary Bishop of Guatemala City: the family, caring for the poor, sects, young people, Christian formation...among the main challenges that the Church is facing

AMERICA/GUATEMALA - “The Church is trying to respond to the present needs, by supporting support of farmers, working in favor of women, and education”: Interview with the Pro-Vicar Apostolic of Peten

VATICAN - The Holy See Press Office releases a communique on the Commission for the Church in China

VATICAN - Islamic and Christian perspectives on the union between man and woman: study day

VATICAN - THE WORDS OF DOCTRINE by Rev Nicola Bux and Rev Salvatore Vitiello - Progress is not God

VATICAN - “You heard it said, but I say to you…” - intervention by Michele Loconsole on Rabbi Jacob Neusner's defence of the Good Friday prayer “Oremus et pro Iudaeis”

SYNTHESIS INTERVENTUUM

1 March 2008 – Prayer Vigil for the 6th European Day for University students 

VATICAN - Pope tells University Students: “Today God is calling on you European and American young people to cooperate with your contemporaries throughout the world so that the lifeblood of the Gospels can renew the civilization of these two continents and all of humanity.”

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) - On the afternoon of Saturday, March 1, there was a prayer vigil held in the Paul VI Hall in the Vatican, in commemoration of the 6th European Day for University Students, promoted by the Council of European Bishops’ Conferences and the Office for University Pastoral Ministry for the Diocese of Rome, with the theme: “Europe and the Americas Together to Build a Civilization of Love.” During the prayer meeting, there were also university students who connected by satellite from universities in Toledo (Spain), Aparecida (Brazil), Loja (Ecuador), Naples (Italy), Havana (Cuba), Mexico City (Mexico), Avignon (France), Washington, D.C. (USA), Bucharest (Romania), and Minsk (Belarus). After leading the recitation of the Rosary, the Pope greeted the university students in the Hall and those connected from the various European and American cities.
“It is delightful to see, every so often, the relation between Europe and the other continents, as a sign of hope,” Benedict XVI said. “Two years ago, it was Europe and Africa; last year, it was Europe and Asia, and this year, Europe and America. Christianity is a strong and deep bond between the so-called Old Continent and what has been called the 'New World'... Unfortunately, however, the so-called 'Western civilization' has to some degree betrayed its evangelical inspiration. Therefore, it needs to make an honest and sincere reflection, an examination of conscience. We need to distinguish between that which builds a ‘civilization of love,’ according to God’s design revealed in Jesus Christ, and that which opposes to such a civilization.”
He told the young people that “there have always been, in the history of Europe and the Americas, bearers of the power of the Gospel,” offering the examples of Saint Benedict of Nursia, Saint Francis of Assisi, and Blessed Karl Leisner for Europe and Saint Martin de Porres, Saint Rose of Lima, and Blessed Kateri Tekakwitha for America. The Pope continued, “Today God is calling on you European and American young people to cooperate with your contemporaries throughout the world so that the lifeblood of the Gospels can renew the civilization of these two continents and all of humanity. The large cities of Europe and America are constantly adopting a more cosmopolitan life, however, this lifeblood is needed so that differences may not be a source of division or conflict, but rather of mutual enrichment...This, my dear friends, is the challenge I hand on to you: be disciples and witnesses to the Gospel, because the Gospel is the good seed of the Kingdom of God, that is, of the civilization of love! Be builders of peace and unity!” After greeting the university students of other countries in the various languages, via satellite, the Pope distributed copies of the Encyclical “Spes Salvi” to those present. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 3/3/2008; righe 35, parole 459).

2 March 2008 – Angelus

VATICAN - Benedict XVI, in the Angelus: “the tendency in man to construct an ideological system of security is strong,” with an exhortation to allow Jesus to heal us, “Jesus who can and wants to give us the light of God”

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) - In this Sunday of Lent, the Gospel of John, from the reading Cycle A, we find “a true and real baptismal itinerary,” Pope Benedict XVI said, prior to the recitation of the Angelus with pilgrims gathered in Saint Peter’s Square, on Sunday, March 2. Thus, following His promise to the Samaritan woman of the gift of “living water,” Jesus, in curing the blind man, reveals Himself to be “the light of the world.” Finally, next Sunday, raising His friend Lazarus from the dead, He will show that He is “the resurrection and the life.” “Water, light, life,” the Pope explained, “are symbols of baptism, the sacrament that 'immerses' believers in the mystery of the death and resurrection of Christ, freeing them from the slavery of sin and granting them eternal life.” 
Focusing, in particular, on the story of the man born blind (Jn 9:1-41), whose blindness was considered by all to be a consequence of his sin or the sin of his parents, the Holy Father pointed out that, “Jesus dismisses this prejudice... Before the man marked by limitation and suffering Jesus does not think about possible faults, but about the will of God that created man for life.” This gesture alludes to the creation of man, “Adam,” in fact, means “soil.” “Healing the man, Jesus brings about a new creation.” Thus, at the end of the episode, Jesus is condemned by the Pharisees for violating the law and healing on the Sabbath and the blind man is also looked down upon by them, because despite the healing, he remains marked as a sinner from birth.
“To the blind man whom He healed,” the Pope continued, “Jesus reveals that He has come into the world for judgment, to separate the blind who can be healed from those who do not allow themselves to be healed because they presume that they are healthy. The tendency in man to construct an ideological system of security is strong: Even religion itself can become an element in this system, as can atheism, or secularism; but in constructing this system, one becomes blind to his own egoism. Dear Brothers and Sisters, let us allow Jesus to heal us, Jesus who can and wants to give us the light of God! Let us confess our own blindnesses, our myopias, and above all that which the Bible calls the ‘great sin’: pride.” (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 3/3/2008; righe 28, parole 399).

2 March 2008 – Holy Father's appeals

VATICAN - Pope’s appeal for the release of the Chaldean Archbishop of Mosul, Iraq; an end to violence in the Holy Land; caring for the world’s children

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) - Following the recitation of the Angelus on Sunday, March 2, the Holy Father Benedict XVI launched three appeals. “With profound sadness, I have followed the events surrounding the kidnapping of Archbishop Paulos Faraj Rahho Chaldean Archbishop of Mosul, Iraq,” the Pope said. “I unite myself to the call of the patriarch, Cardinal Emmanuel III Delly, and his co-workers, for the dear prelate -- who is also in very poor health -- to be released immediately. I also elevate my prayer of supplication for the souls of the three young people who were with him and were killed at the time of the kidnapping. I express, moreover, my closeness to the entire Church in Iraq and in particular to the Chaldean Church, that have once again been dealt a serious blow, while I encourage all of the pastors and faithful to be strong and firm in hope. May the efforts of those who control the fate of the Iraqi people be multiplied so that, thanks to the commitment and wisdom of all, this people may again find peace and security, and the future to which it has a right not be destroyed.” The Holy Father was immediately informed of Archbishop Rahho’s kidnapping, which took place in the afternoon of February 29, during an ambush. Archbishop Rahho had just finished participating in the Way of the Cross, a religious practice that is very dear to the faithful of Iraq. As a communication from the Holy See has suggested, there is reason to believe that the criminal action has been premeditated. 
Another appeal was made for the Holy Land, by the Pope in the Angelus on March 2: “Unfortunately, in recent days, tensions between Israel and Palestinians in the Gaza Strip have seriously escalated. I renew my pressing invitation to Israeli and Palestinian officials, that this spiral of violence be stopped, unilaterally, without conditions. Only by showing an absolute respect for human life, even that of the enemy, can one hope to provide a future of peace and coexistence for the young generations of those peoples who both have their roots in the Holy Land. I invite the whole Church to lift up supplications to the Almighty for peace in the land of Jesus and to show attentive and active solidarity with both populations, Israeli and Palestinian.”
In conclusion, making reference to a recent event in Italy, Benedict XVI launched “an appeal on behalf of children” all over the world. “This week, the Italian news has focused on the tragic end of two children, known as Ciccio and Tore. It is an end that has deeply worried me, as it has so many families and persons. I would like to take this occasion to launch an appeal on behalf of children: Let us care for our little ones. We must love them and help them to grow. I say this to parents but also to institutions. In launching this appeal, I think of childhood in every part of the world, above all of that which is defenseless, exploited and abused. I entrust each child to the heart of Christ, who said, ‘Let the children come to me’(Lk 18:16).” (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 3/3/2008; righe 38, parole 529).

3 March 2008 – Message on the occasion of the 24th general chapter of the Salesian Fathers 

VATICAN - Message of the Holy Father for the Salesian General Chapter: “evangelization must be the principal and priority frontier of their mission today”

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) - “Following the example of your beloved Founder, the Salesians should be inflamed with apostolic zeal. Evangelization should be the principal and priority frontier of their mission today. Their charism allows them the special capacity for valuing education in the evangelization of the youth.” These are some of the comments made by the Holy Father Benedict XVI to the participants of the 24th General Chapter of the Salesians of Don Bosco, that began on March 3 (see Fides 31/1/2008), in a Message sent to the Major Rector, Dr. Pascual Chavez Villanueva.
The Pope focused on the fact that, “It is important to help young people to turn their interior resources to account as dynamism and positive desire; to bring them into contact with ideas rich in humanity and evangelical values; to encourage them to become active members of society through work and participation in the common good. This requires that those who guide them widen the educative commitment, with attention to the new forms of poverty among youth, higher education, and immigration. This also requires special attention to the family and its implication.”
The Pope wrote prior to the event, “the sons of Don Bosco belong to the great lineage of those apostles that Christ consecrated for Himself, through His Spirit in a special act of love. He has reserved them for Himself. Therefore, God’s primacy and the initiative in testimony of Him should shine forth in them...However, with that goal in mind, it is necessary that they be vigilant of the possible influences from secularism, so as to defend themselves and continue on the path begun with determination, overcoming a ‘liberal model’” of consecrated life and living an existence that is complete centered on the primacy of love for God and neighbor.
The theme for the General Chapter is that same program of spiritual and apostolic life of Don Bosco: “Da mihi animas, cetera tolle” (Give me souls, take away all else). “It is vitally important for the Salesians to draw continual inspiration from Don Bosco, to know him, study him, love him, imitate him, invoke him and make their own that apostolic passion which flows from the heart of Christ...The motto “Da mihi animas, cetera tolle,” expresses in synthesis the mysticism and asceticism of Salesians. There cannot be a profound mysticism without a strong asceticism that sustains it; likewise, no one will be willing to pay a high and demanding price, if he has not discovered an amazing and unmatchable treasure.”
Benedict XVI later exhorted the Salesians, “to cultivate the unity of spiritual life” that “nourishes apostolic commitment and is a guarantee of effectiveness in pastoral activity,” through the lectio divina and daily Mass. Moreover, “before the risks and threats of mediocrity and elitism,” he said that “leading a life of simplicity, poverty, sobriety, and austerity” would help bring new vocations to Salesian consecrated life and would lead them to work more with the needy and marginalized. 
Since the Congregation’s origins, there has been a significant commitment of Salesians to evangelizing in many parts of the world, and the Pope mentioned that currently, in Europe, “vocations decrease while the challenges in evangelizing increase.” For this reason, the Salesian Congregation, “should be attentive to strengthen the proposal of the Christian message, the presence of the Church, and the charism of Don Bosco in this continent. Just as in Europe, they have been generous in sending many missionaries around the world, likewise, the entire Congregation should now ask, especially in the Regions with an abundance of vocations, that they be willing to come to Europe.”
In order to best carry out the missions of evangelization and education, Salesians have always included lay members, families, and young people in their work, “producing apostolic vocations among them, that maintain the charism of Don Bosco alive and fruitful.” Benedict XVI exhorted them to offer these young people, “the attractive character of the consecrated life, the radical following of Christ obedient, poor, and chaste, the importance of God and the Spirit, the fraternal life in community, and the total surrender to the mission. Young people are sensitive to proposals that offer demanding commitment, but they need witnesses and guides that know how to accompany them in the discovery and acceptance of this gift.” The Message focused on the special attention of the Congregation for the vocation of Salesian Cooperator, “a vocation that is not easily discerned and accepted,” and that most easily arises “where the vocations to lay apostolates are promoted among the youth, offering them a joyful and enthusiastic testimony of religious consecration.”
In the final part of his Message, the Pope gave special thanks to the Salesian Congregation, “For their work of research and educational activities that they carry out in the Pontifical Salesian University...It has an identity founded on the charism of Don Bosco and offers the entire Church an original and specific contribution...In the “educational emergency that exists in many parts of the world, the Church needs the contribution of scholars to study the methodology of educational and formative processes, the evangelization of the young and their moral education, together finding answers to the challenges of post-modernity and inter-culturality, and of social communications, while at the same time seeking to come to the aid of families.”
Benedict XVI concluded by recalling that “the task that awaits the Salesian Congregation is arduous, however exciting: each member of your great religious family is called to make Don Bosco present among the youth of our time.” (SL) (Agenzia Fides 4/3/2008; righe 72, parole 916)

5 March 2008 – General Audience

VATICAN - Benedict XVI in the General Audience: "Let us learn with Saint Leo Magno, to believe in Christ, true God and true Man, and to renew this faith every day in our efforts for peace and in love for our neighbor."

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) - "I hope that all may live this time of study as a unique opportunity for an authentic integral formation. I encourage you to strengthen your adherence to the Gospel, so that you may always be willing and ready to fulfill the Will of God." With these words, the Holy Father addressed several numerous groups of Italian students gathered in the Vatican Basilica for the General Audience on March 5th.
Later, in the Paul VI Hall, the Pope met with the rest of the pilgrims from all over the word. In his address, he focused on the figure of Saint Leo the Great, who was “one of the greatest Pontiffs ever to have graced the See of Rome, offering a great contribution to the strengthening of its name and authority.” He was the first Bishop of Rome to be called Leo, as well as, “the first Pope of whom we have evidence of his preaching to the people who crowded around him during celebrations. A native of Tuscia, Leo was a deacon in the Church of Rome around the year 430, and with the passing of time rose to a position of great importance. In the summer of 440, while Leo was in Galia on a peace mission, he was elected successor of Pope Sixtus III, and was consecrated September 29 of the same year. His pontificate lasted 21 years, and has without a doubt been one of the most important in the history of the Church.” He died on November 10, 461.
The years during the pontificate of Leo the Great were difficult times, due to the repeated barbarian invasions, the progressive weakening of imperial power in the West, and a lengthy social crisis. Thus, the Bishop of Rome also took on “a role in the civil and political happenings of the time.” There was a famous meeting of Pope Leo with Attila the Hun in Mantua, in 452, in which Leo was able to restrain the barbarian invasion that had already destroyed the northeastern regions of Italy. Three years later, in the Spring of 455, to his dismay, he was unable to dissuade the Geiseric Vandals from invading and sacking Rome for two weeks. However, he did convince them not to raze the city and to respect the basilicas of St. Peter's, St. John Lateran and St. Paul's Outside the Walls, where part of the population had taken refuge. 
After explaining the important work for peace that Leo the Great had achieved, of which we have testimonies, in addition to the hundreds of sermons and close to 150 letters that have all been handed down through the centuries until now, Benedict XVI said that in these texts, Leo the Great “appears in all his greatness, at the service of the truth within charity, through an indefatigable exercise of the word that reveals him both a theologian and a shepherd...a supporter and an untiring promoter of the Roman primacy, showing himself to be an authentic successor to the Apostle Peter.”
In an important doctrinal text addressed to the Bishop of Constantinople, which was read during the Council of Calcedonia in 451 and later conserved in the Council records, Pope Leo the Great articulated the profound faith in Jesus Christ, true God and true Man, against the heresy of Eutyches that denied the real human nature of the Son of God. “From the moment of that declaration,” the Pope continued, “and following the many others made regarding the Christological controversy during those years, it is evident that the Pope felt the urgent responsibility of Peter’s Successor, whose role is unique in the Church... managed to exercise such responsibilities, in the West like in the East, by intervening in various circumstances with prudence, determination and lucidity through his texts and his bound manuscripts. In so doing he demonstrated the importance of the Roman primacy then, as much as today, in order to effectively serve the communion that is a feature of the one and only Church of Christ.” 
In the difficult historical moment in which he lived, “through preaching and pastoral care, Leo the Great was able to stay close to the people and the faithful. He encouraged charitable work in Rome, which suffered from supply shortage, arrival of refugees, injustice, and poverty. He remained firm in the midst of pagan superstitions and Manichean groups. He unified the liturgy and daily life for Christians...In particular, Leo the Great taught his faithful - and his words continue to speak to us - saying that the Christian liturgy is not a recalling of past events, but an actualization of invisible realities that work in the life of each person.” 
The Pope concluded the catechesis recalling that, through the strength of his Christological faith, Saint Leo the Great was a great instrument of peace and love. “In this manner, he shows us the path to follow: in faith, we learn charity. Let us learn with Saint Leo Magno, to believe in Christ, true God and true Man, and to renew this faith every day in our efforts for peace and in love for our neighbor.” (SL) (Agenzia Fides 6/3/2008; righe 61, parole 853)

6 March 2008 – Audience with Bishops of Guatemala on ad limina visit 

VATICAN - Pope tells Bishops of Guatemala: “I encourage you to continue with renewed energy the Church's evangelizing mission in the context of modern cultural movements and globalization, giving fresh vigor to preaching and catechesis”

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) - “As did my venerated predecessor, John Paul II, in his first visit to your country, I encourage you to continue with renewed energy the Church's evangelizing mission in the context of modern cultural movements and globalization, giving fresh vigor to preaching and catechesis, and proclaiming Jesus Christ, the Son of God, as the foundation and raison d'etre for all believers.” With this exhortation, the Holy Father Pope Benedict XVI addressed the Bishops of Guatemala in their Ad Limina Apostolorum visit on March 6. “The evangelization of cultures is a priority task to ensure that the Word of God remains accessible to everyone and, absorbed into the mind and heart, becomes the light that illuminates those cultures and the water that purifies them with the message of the Gospel which brings salvation for all humankind.”
Addressing the concerns of the Prelates for the increase in violence and poverty that affects large numbers of the population and causes extensive emigration to other countries, with grave repercussions on personal and family life, the Pope urged them to renew their efforts “to show everyone the merciful face of the Lord, of Whom the Church is called to be the image, accompanying and serving with generosity and dedication, especially those who suffer and are most in need.” To respond to the growth of sects, the Pope encouraged them, saying, “firmness in the faith and participation in the Sacraments strengthens your faithful against the risk posed by sects or by supposedly charismatic groups, which create disorientation and can even endanger ecclesial communion.”
In the local cultural traditions, the family is seen as the basic nucleus of existence and of transmission of faith and values, however, given the serious pastoral and human challenges of today, the Church must remain “dedicated ... to the solid formation of people who are preparing for marriage, constantly infusing faith and hope into homes and praying that, with the necessary help, they may fulfil their responsibilities.”
Focusing on the subject of priests, the Bishops’ main collaborators, the Pope reminded them that the priests “should see their Bishop as a true father and teacher, very close to them, in whom they find support in their spiritual and material needs, as well as fitting counsel in their moments of difficulty. They need constant encouragement to continue along the path of true priestly sanctity, to become authentic men of prayer, with the means necessary to increase their human and theological formation.” The Bishops, with their example and pastoral zeal, “should be a living call to the young and to the not-so-young, to offer themselves entirely to the Lord.”
Towards the close of the meeting, the Pope recalled Second American Missionary Congress, held in Guatemala in 2003, and of the Fifth General Conference of the Episcopate of Latin America and the Caribbean, celebrated in Aparecida (Brazil) in 2007, asking that the Bishops commit themselves more intensely to missionary work and the evangelization field in their dioceses.
At the end of his address, Benedict XVI encouraged the Bishops to “continue to guide the People of God” entrusted to them, saying, “Through your word and example, may the Church continue to shine as a sign of hope for all men.” (SL) (Agenzia Fides 7/3/2008; righe 43, parole 536)

7 March 2008 – Audience with Pontifical Committee for Historical Sciences 

VATICAN - Positivism and materialism “have led to a boundless enthusiasm for progress” and the past appears “as a dark backdrop against which the present and future glitter with misleading promise,” Pope tells the Pontifical Committee for Historical Sciences.

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) - The crisis of historiography, that must “fight for its very existence in a society ruled by positivism and materialism,” was denounced by the Holy Father Benedict XVI in an audience held with members of the Pontifical Committee for Historical Sciences, on March 7. “These two ideologies have led to a boundless enthusiasm for progress that, characterized by magnificent discoveries and technical advances, and despite the disastrous experiences of the last century, influences the view of life of large sectors of society. The past thus appears as a dark backdrop against which the present and future glitter with misleading promise.”
It becomes evident, the Pope said, that when these ideological forces come into play, they are accompanied by an attitude of indifference towards history and a marginalization of historical sciences. This leads to “a society which, heedless of its own past and hence lacking the criteria acquired through experience, is no longer capable of harmonious coexistence or joint commitment in realizing future goals. Such a society is particularly vulnerable to ideological manipulation. This danger is becoming ever greater because of an excessive emphasis given to modern history, especially when research in this field is conditioned by a methodology which draws inspiration from positivism and sociology, ignoring other important aspects of historical reality, even entire epochs.”
The Holy Father pointed out the serious consequences that await “a society that ignores its own past and therefore, deprives itself of historical memory,” in that, just as “the loss of memory causes the loss of an individual’s awareness of his identity, in a similar way, this occurs to society as a whole.” Benedict XVI also pointed out that “the Church, called by God the Creator to carry out the mission of defending man and his humanity, has an authentic historical culture, an effective progress of historical sciences.” “Historical analysis, nonetheless, contributes to describing the life context in which the Church has carried out and continues to carry out her mission throughout the centuries... The Church is not of this world, but she lives in it and for it.” 
In conclusion, the Pope brought out another aspect of Church history, from a theological point of view, saying, “Its essential task is revealed in the complex mission of researching and clarifying this process of reception and transmission, of paralepsis and paradoxes, through which, over the centuries, the Church’s reason for existence has been manifested. The Church can undoubtedly find inspiration in its decisions, drawing from its timeless treasure of experiences and memories.” (SL) (Agenzia Fides 10/3/2008; righe 33, parole 420)

7 March 2008 – Audience to participants in the annual Course promoted by the Apostolic Penitentiary 

VATICAN - Benedict XVI tells participants of the Course from the Apostolic Penitentiary: “The heart of the sacrament’s celebration is not in the sin, but in the mercy of God, that is infinitely greater than any of our sins.”

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) - “Those who trust in themselves and in their own merits are, as it were, blinded by their own ‘I’ and their hearts harden in sin. On the other hand, those who recognize themselves as weak and sinful entrust themselves to God and from him obtain grace and forgiveness. What is most important is to make it clear that in the sacrament of penance -- whatever the sin committed -- if sinners recognize it humbly and entrust themselves to the priest confessor, they will always experience the soothing joy of God's forgiveness.” These were the words of the Holy Father Benedict XVI in his March 7 audience with participants in a course taking place this week on the “internal forum,” organized by the tribunal of the Apostolic Penitentiary.

The Pope reflected on the fact that today there is “a certain disaffection for this Sacrament” and that our modern age is gradually “losing the sense of sin.” Benedict XVI exhorted his audience not to lose sight of what is most important, i.e. “the personal meeting with God, Father of goodness and mercy. The heart of the sacrament’s celebration is not in the sin, but in the mercy of God, that is infinitely greater than any of our sins. Pastors, and especially confessors, must emphasize the close link between the sacrament of penance and an existence decisively oriented toward conversion....so that the grace of the sacrament may support and nourish the commitment to be faithful disciples of the Lord.”

“When one confesses regularly, he maintains a yearning for evangelical perfection. If this incessant longing is lost, the celebration of this sacrament unfortunately risks becoming a formality which does not penetrate the fabric of everyday life. On the other hand, if people -- though animated by a desire to follow Jesus -- do not confess regularly, little by little they risk slowing spiritual rhythm until it weakens and perhaps even stops.” (SL) (Agenzia Fides 10/3/2008; righe 25, parole 321)

8 March 2008 – Audience to the plenary assembly of the Pontifical Council for Culture 

VATICAN - The Pope calls for “an untiring and generous mission to face, in the area of dialogue and in the encounter with the various cultures, preaching the Gospel and testimony, the concerning threat from secularism”

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) - “Secularization, which often leads to secularism when it strays from the positive acceptance of the secular, is an arduous trial for faithful and pastors in living their Christian life,” the Holy Father Benedict XVI insisted in his address to the participants of the Plenary Assembly of the Pontifical Council for Culture, whom he received in an audience on the morning of March 8. Recalling the theme for the encounter, “The Church and the Challenge of Secularism,” the Pope said, “Secularization, which appears among cultures as an imposition of the world and humanity without any reference to the Transcendent, pervades all aspects of daily life and leads to a mentality in which God is either completely or partially absent from existence and the human conscience. This secularization is not only an external threat to believers; it has also been a threat, for some time, in the very bosom of the Church herself. It undermines the Christian faith from deep within and, therefore, effects the lifestyle and daily behavior of believers.” The faithful live in the world and are influenced, if not conditioned, by “the culture of the image,” that imposes a practical denial of God: “God no longer seems necessary; it is no longer necessary to think about Him, or return to Him. Moreover, this predominantly hedonist and consumerist mentality leads both the faithful and pastors, on a mistaken path of superficiality and egocentrism that wounds ecclesial life.”
While in the past, many intellectuals announced the “death of God,” today we are witnessing “a sterile worship of the individual.” To avoid the risk of falling “into spiritual atrophy and an emptiness of heart,” Pope Benedict XVI stressed the urgent need to react, “making recourse to the high existential values that give meaning to life and can satisfy the longings of the human heart, in search of happiness: the dignity of the human person and his freedom, the equality of all men, the meaning of life and death and of all that awaits us after our earthly existence.”
Quoting the Servant of God John Paul II, who often mentioned “the urgency to find man’s cultural meeting ground and thereby transmit the Gospel message to him,” the guiding principle behind the establishment of Pontifical Council for Culture, Benedict XVI pointed out that “the contemporary man often has the impression that he no longer needs anyone in order to understand, explain, and dominate the universe; he feels that he himself is the center of it all, the measure of all.” Modern information technology often contributes, as well, “to the spread of many materialist and individualist components of the West, to the rest of the world cultures…The exalted light of reason-which is really very dim- since the Enlightenment, has radically substituted the light of faith, the light of God.”
At the close of his address, the Holy Father spoke of the great “challenges that the Church must face in this area,” and exhorted his listeners to continue the dialogue regarding “the characteristic specifications of faith and science. Each one, in fact, holds its own methods, contexts, objects of investigation, purposes, and limits, and should mutually respect and recognize the other’s legitimate range for autonomous action, each according to its own principles; both should serve man and humanity, favoring the integral development and growth of each and every person.”
The Pope concluded, saying, “I exhort pastors of the flock of God to a tireless and generous mission to counteract - in the field of dialogue and meeting between cultures, of announcement and testimony of the Gospel - the worrying phenomenon of secularization which weakens man and hinders his innate longing for the entire Truth. May Christ’s disciples, in light of the service that your particular Dicastery offers, continue announcing Christ in the heart of culture, because He is the light that illumines reason, man, and the world.” (SL) (Agenzia Fides 10/03/2008; righe 49, parole 645)

8 March 2008 – Telegram of condolence for the death of Cardinal Peter Poreku Dery

VATICAN - The Holy Father offers condolences for the death of Cardinal Peter Poreku Dery, retired archbishop of Tamale, one of the first Catholics of the northwestern region of Ghana

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) - Cardinal Peter Poreku Dery, retired archbishop of Tamale (Ghana) died March 6, at 89 years of age. The Holy Father Benedict XVI expressed his condolences and prayers in a telegram, sent to Archbishop Gregory Ebo Kpibaya of Tamale, and Mr. Alipo Poreku, the Cardinal’s brother. 
“Having received with sorrow the news of the death of Cardinal Peter Poreku Dery, Archbishop Emeritus of Tamale, I extend my heartfelt condolences to you and to the priests, religious and lay faithful of the archdiocese. This devoted pastor has left behind a shining legacy of prayer, humble obedience to the will of God and love of neighbor. He gave himself with generous heart to his priestly and episcopal ministry at the service of the faithful of the Diocese of Wa and the Archdiocese of Tamale for many years, preaching the Gospel in difficult conditions with the love of a father, great zeal and simplicity of heart, constantly attentive to the needs of the poor. As I commend his soul to the loving mercy of our heavenly Father, and as a pledge of consolation and strength to those who mourn, I cordially impart my apostolic blessing to all present at the solemn liturgical celebration. Benedictus PP. XVI.” 
Cardinal Peter Poreku Dery was born May 10, 1918 in Ko, in the Diocese of Wa (Ghana). He was the fourth of ten children. His father and uncle were both priests in the traditional religion of dagaaba. Thus, he was brought up with a special sensitivity for the religious. As a young man, he was left deeply impressed by an encounter with the head of the Missionaries of Africa (White Fathers), Father R. McCoy. He was baptized December 24, 1932, along with 10 other Ghanan people. These were the first Catholics of the northwestern region of Ghana. After attending the school for catechists, he was sent to study at the higher learning center of Navrongo, where he completed his studies in 1939 and entered in the local minor seminary. Following completion of his studies in philosophy and theology in Amisano and Wiagha, he was ordained a priest on February 11, 1951, in St. Therea’s Church in Nandom. He was the first dagao to become a Catholic priest. In 1957, he was sent to Kaleo, as the first African parish priest in the Diocese of Tamale. Thanks to a scholarship, he attended the St. Francis Xavier University in Antigonish (Canada) and in 1958, received a degree in Social Studies. Upon his return to the diocese, he was appointed Vicar General and Administrator of the Cathedral. On November 3, 1959, the Diocese of Wa was established and on March 16, 1960, he was appointed its first Bishop, being its first indigenous Bishop, as well. On May 8, 1960, in Rome, he was ordained a bishop by Blessed John XXIII. 
He worked intensely for the correct inculturalization of the liturgy and was especially dedicated to education, founding the St. Francis Xavier Minor Seminary in Wa, a secondary school for boys from Jirapa. In 1972, he was named Apostolic Administrator of the Diocese of Tamale and had to divide his time between Wa and Tamale, until he was finally transferred to Tamale on November 18, 1972. On May 30, 1977, Tamale was raised to an archdiocese, and he became its first archbishop. On May 26, 1994, John Paul II accepted his resignation of pastoral government. From then on, he began to actively collaborate with the new Archbishop. He also received awards and recognition for his contribution to the promotion of human development. He was a member of the State Council and of the “Ghana Education Service Council.” He was also a member of the Pontifical Council for the Laity and was elected twice as President of the Ghanan Bishops’ Conference. For 22 years, he was the Bishop in charge of the formation of the laity in Ghana; then Treasurer of the Symposium of Episcopal Conferences of Africa and Madagascar (SECAM); Coordinator for the Pan-African Council for the Laity; and head of the lay apostolates in 9 African zones. He was created Cardinal on March 25, 2006, by Benedict XVI. (SL) (Agenzia Fides 10/3/2008; righe 50, parole 691)

9 March 2008 – Mass for the 25th anniversary of the San Lorenzo Youth Centre  
VATICAN – The Pope celebrates Mass in the church of San Lorenzo: “Life in abundance is to be in communion with true life, with infinite love. Thus we truly enter life in abundance and become messengers of life for others ”

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) – On Sunday 9 March at 10am the Holy Father Benedict XVI celebrated Mass at the church of San Lorenzo “in Piscibus”, just outside St Peter's Square, on the occasion of the 25th anniversary of the opening of the San Lorenzo International Youth Centre, inaugurated by Pope John Paul II on 13 March 1983. In his homily, after greeting and thanking those present and recalling the anniversary, the Holy Father reflected on the significance of the Gospel passage on the raising of Lazarus from the dead, “dedicated to a great and fundamental theme: what is life? what is death? how to live? How to die?”. Saint John uses two different words for this one reality of life, two words which indicate two different dimensions: the word bíos and the word zoé. Bíos, as can easily be understood, means this great biocosmos, this biosphere that extends from individual, primitive cells to the most organized, most developed organisms; this great tree of life where all the possibilities of this reality, bios, are developed. Man belongs to this tree of life.

“But although man is part of this great biocosmos, - the Pope continued - he transcends it, for he is also part of that reality which St John calls zoé. It is a new level of life in which the being is open to knowledge. Of course, man is always man with all his dignity, even if he is in a comatose state, even if he is at the embryonic stage, but if he lives only biologically, the full potential of his being is not fulfilled. Man is called to open himself to new dimensions. He is a being who knows… He thirsts for knowledge of the infinite, he desires to arrive at the font of life, he desires to drink at this font, to find life itself..” 

In addition to dimension of the knowledge of truth and being, and inseparable from it, exists the dimension of the relationship of love, “here the human being comes closer to the source of life from which he wants to drink in order to have life in abundance, to have life itself. We could say that science, and medicine in particular, is one great struggle for life. In the end, medicine seeks to counter death; it is the search for immortality. But can we find a medicine that will guarantee us immortality? The question of today's Gospel is precisely this.  Spiritual immortality. Let us try to imagine that medicine succeeds in finding the recipe against death, the recipe for immortality. Even in this case it would always be a medicine that fitted into the biosphere, a useful medicine of course for our spiritual and human lives, but in itself confined within this biosphere… It is easy to imagine what would happen if the biological life of man lasted for ever; we would find ourselves in an ageing world, a world full of old people, a world that would no longer leave room for the young, for the renewal of life. We can therefore understand that this cannot be the type of immortality to which we aspire; this is not the possibility of drinking at the source of life for which we all long.”.

Precisely at this point, when on the one hand we realize that we cannot hope for biological life to be infinitely prolonged, yet on the other, we desire to drink from the very source of life to enjoy life without end, it is precisely at this point that the Lord intervenes. He speaks to us in the Gospel, saying: "I am the resurrection and the life; he who believes in me, though he die, yet shall he live, and whoever lives and believes in me shall never die. “In encountering Christ– the Pope explained –, we enter into contact, indeed, into communion with life itself and we have already crossed the threshold of death because, beyond biological life, we are in touch with true life… in the Eucharist we come into contact, indeed, we enter into communion with the Risen Body of Christ, we enter the space of life already raised, eternal life. Let us enter into communion with this Body which is enlivened by immortal life and thus, from this moment and for ever, we will dwell in the space of life itself.”. 

The Holy Father underlined that the Sunday Gospel “is also a profound interpretation of what the Eucharist is and invites us to live truly on the Eucharist, to be able thus to be transformed into the communion of love. This is true life.

… Life in abundance is not as some think: to consume everything, to have all, to be able to do all that one wants. In that case we would live for inanimate things, we would live for death. Life in abundance means being in communion with true life, with infinite love. It is in this way that we truly enter into the abundance of life and also become messengers of life for others”. 

Benedict XVI ended his homily recalling that “The Lord waits for us and not only does he wait for us; he is present and stretches out his hand to us. Let us take the Lord's hand and pray to him to grant that we may truly live, live the abundance of life and thus also be able to communicate true life to our contemporaries, life in abundance”. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 10/3/2008; righe 53, parole 802)

9 March 2008 – Angelus

VATICAN - Benedict XVI in the Angelus: Christ “is the image, indeed, the incarnation of God who is love, mercy, and paternal and maternal tenderness, of the God who is Life”; additional appeal for the Holy Land and Iraq

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) - The resurrection of Lazarus, narrated in the Gospel for the Fifth Sunday of Lent, Liturgical Cycle A, says Benedict XVI, is “the last great sign worked by Jesus, after which the high priests and the Sanhedrin meet, and plot to kill Him. They even plan to kill Lazarus himself, as he is the living proof of Christ’s divinity and Christ is the Lord of life and death.” Prior to the recitation of the Angelus on March 9, the Pope explained that “in reality this Gospel passage shows Jesus as true Man and true God.” The evangelist focuses on Jesus’ friendship with Lazarus and his sisters, Martha and Mary. It was so profound, that Jesus shows His “sincere compassion for the pain of his death,” and even weeps. However, Jesus also demonstrates his “absolute power” over death, “expressing God’s view of physical death with the metaphor of sleep... The death of the body is a sleep from which God can awaken one at any moment.”
“Christ’s heart is divine and human: in Him, God and Man are perfectly united, with neither separation nor confusion,” the Pope continued, “He is the image, indeed, the incarnation of God who is love, mercy, and paternal and maternal tenderness, of the God who is Life. That is why He says to Martha, ‘I am the resurrection and the life; whoever believes in me, even if he dies, he will live; whoever lives and believes in me, will never die.’” And Jesus later asks Martha: “Do you believe this?” This is a question that “Jesus addresses to each one of us; a question that certainly overwhelms us, it overwhelms our ability to understand, and it asks us to entrust ourselves to him, as he has entrusted himself to the Father...Yes, O Lord! We too believe, despite our doubts and our darkness; we believe in you, because you have the words of eternal life; we want to believe in you, who gives us a trustworthy hope of life beyond life, of authentic and full life in your kingdom of light and peace.”
Following the Angelus, the Holy Father renewed his appeal for the Holy Land and Iraq, saying, “In recent days, violence has again left a trail of blood in the Holy Land, fuelling a downward spiral of destruction and death that seems to have no end. While I invite you to pray with insistence to the Lord Almighty for the gift of peace for the region, I wish to entrust to His mercy the many innocent victims and express solidarity with the families and the injured. I also encourage the Israeli and Palestinian authorities to continue negotiations in order to build a peaceful and just future for their peoples. I ask that all, in God’s name, leave behind the tortured path of hatred and revenge, and pursue the responsible paths of dialogue and trust. This is my request, for Iraq as well, while we still fear for the fate of Archbishop Rahho and for the many Iraqi people who continue to suffer blind and meaningless violence that is certainly contrary to the will of God.” (SL) (Agenzia Fides 10/3/2008; righe 36, parole 523)

9 March 2008 – Invitation to Penitential Liturgy on 13 March

VATICAN - Youth from the Diocese of Rome accompany the Pope towards 23rd World Youth Day

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) - In the Angelus on March 9, the Holy Father invited the youth of Rome to a liturgical Penance Service in preparation for World Youth Day, to be celebrated on a diocesan level on Palm Sunday. He told them, “This Thursday, March 13, at 5:30pm, I will preside a Penance Service in the Basilica of Saint Peter for the youth of the Diocese of Rome. It will be an opportunity for intense preparation for the 23rd World Youth Day that we will celebrate on Palm Sunday, and that will culminate in the great encounter this July in Sydney. Dear young people of Rome, I invite you all to this encounter with the Mercy of God! I ask that the priests and those who work to promote youth participation, make their own, the words of the apostle Paul, “We are, therefore, ambassadors of Christ...In the name of Christ we ask you: Reconcile yourselves with God!” (2 Cor 5:20)
“'You will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you will be my witnesses,” (Acts 1:8) is the theme chosen by Benedict XVI for the 23rd World Youth Day that will take place in Sydney, July 15-20, and it is also the theme for the preparatory activities being organized on a diocesan level. The parishes, movements, and youth associations of the Diocese of Rome are working to prepare the penance service that will be presided by the Holy Father. Together with them, in the Basilica, will be over 200 priests available for hearing confessions. Some young people will have the opportunity to go to confession with the Pope. World Youth Day will be celebrated on Palm Sunday, March 16, with a Solemn Mass presided by the Pope in Saint Peter’s Square 

12 March 2008 – General Audience

VATICAN - The Pope in the General Audience: “We live in a time of meeting between cultures, of the danger of violence that destroys cultures, and of the necessary commitment to transmit the great values and to teach new generations the path to reconciliation and peace.”

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) - “Schools today face significant challenges in the field of educating new generations. For this reason, schools cannot just be places for imparting ideas but are called to offer pupils the opportunity to fathom cultural, social, ethical and religious messages.” These were the words of the Holy Father Benedict XVI to the diverse representation of Italian students that gathered in the Vatican Basilica for the General Audience held on Wednesday, March 12. Directing his words to teachers, he told them, “Teachers cannot fail to perceive the moral dimension of all human knowledge, because man knows in order to act and action is the fruit of his knowledge.” Benedict XVI also encouraged the youth who wish to follow Christ to take care of updating their spiritual formation, “seeking an ever greater understanding of the contents of faith.” 
In the Paul VI Hall, where pilgrims from all over the world had gathered, the Pope dedicated his catechesis today to two early Christian writers: Boethius and Cassiodorus, who “who lived during some of the most troubled years in the Christian West , and in particular in the Italian peninsula.” Boethius, who was born in Rome around the year 480, entered into public life as a young man and attained the post of senator when he was still only 25 years old. “In this new era of an encounter between cultures,” the Pope explained, “he considered it his personal mission to reconcile and join these two cultures -- the classical Roman culture with the culture of the Ostrogoths.” Despite being so active in public life, Boethius did not neglect his studies, dedicating much of his time to a deeper understanding of subjects of a philosophical and religious nature, later composing manuals himself. “In his efforts to promote unity of the two cultures, he used Greek philosophy to put forward the Christian faith, again striving for a synthesis of the Roman Hellenic heritage and the evangelical message.”
His best-known work is the 'De consolatione philosophiae,' which he wrote while in prison, having been unjustly accused of plotting against King Theodoric. Tried and condemned to death, he was executed on 23 October 524, at the age of 44. “In this work, completed while in jail, he searches for comfort, he searches for light, and he searches for wisdom. He tells us that precisely in the situation in which he finds himself, he is able to distinguish between apparent goods -- these disappear in jail -- and true goods, such as real friendship which never disappears, even if you are in jail. The greatest good is God: Boethius learned and now teaches us not to succumb to fatalism, which extinguishes hope. He teaches us that fate does govern our lives -- Providence does and Providence has a face. You can speak to Providence because Providence is God. Thus, even in jail it is still possible to pray, to talk to him who will save us.” 
The final plea of "De consolatione philosophiae" can be considered a synthesis of all the teachings which Boethius directs to himself and to all those who may find themselves in similar circumstances. “Every detainee, no matter what the reason of his incarceration, will understand how heavily this weighs upon you, especially if the situation is exacerbated -- as was the case with Boethius -- by the use of torture. It is particularly reprehensible that someone should be tortured to death, as Boethius was -- he was recognized and celebrated by the city of Pavia in the liturgy as a martyr -- for no reason other than one’s own political and religious ideals. Boethius, symbol of the huge number of detainees, unjustly arrested from all the different times and regions in our history, is an objective doorway to contemplating the mystery of the Crucifixion on Golgotha.” 
Aurelius Cassiodorus was a contemporary of Boethius. He was born in Squillace around 485 and died at Vivarium around 580. “Conscious of the need not to allow the human and humanistic patrimony accumulated in the golden age of the Roman empire to vanish into oblivion, Cassiodorus collaborated generously -- and at the highest levels of political responsibility -- with the new peoples who had entered the confines of the empire and had now settled in Italy. He also set an example of how to join cultures, of dialogue and reconciliation,” Benedict XVI pointed out. Cassiodorus supported the monastic movement, dedicating to them all his wealth and his spiritual efforts. In turn, he entrusted the monks with the task of “recovering, preserving and transmitting to posterity the vast cultural property of the ancients, so that it would not get lost. This is why he founded Vivarium, a monastery organized in such a manner that the intellectual work of the monks was considered most precious and vital.” 
In his teaching, spread in various works, prayer forms the central focus, “nourished by sacred Scripture and especially by the assiduous contemplation of the Psalms.” “The search for God, oriented toward his contemplation, notes Cassiodorus, remains the permanent aim of monastic life. He adds, however, that with the help of divine favor, it is possible to reveal a better use of the holy word through the use of scientific breakthroughs, ‘secular’ cultural instruments already in the possession of the Greeks and the Romans. Cassiodorus himself was dedicated to philosophical, theological and exegetical studies, without being particularly creative, but was attentive to the intuitions that he recognized as valid in others.”
The Holy Father concluded his catechesis with a quote from Cassiodorus, in which he refers to the teachings of Jerome and urges the monks to ask for God’s help in order to overcome the requests of the world and its enticements: “In fact, if all your attention is occupied by Christ the enemy will not find any opening to attack you.” Benedict XVI commented on the text, with an exhortation to the faithful: “It is an admonishment we can relate to. We also live in times where cultures meet, where violence threatens to destroy culture, where we have a duty to pass on the great values and to teach the new generations the ways of peace and reconciliation. We will find this way by turning toward God and his human face, the God revealed to us in Christ.” (SL) (Agenzia Fides 13/3/2008; righe 79, parole 1049)

13 March 2008 – Telegram of condolence for the death of Archbishop Mons. Paulos Faraj Rahho 

VATICAN - Holy Father’s telegram for the death of Archbishop Paulos Faraj Rahho, Archbishop of Mossul of the Chaldeans

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) - Upon receiving the news of the death of Archbishop Paulos Faraj Rahho, Archbishop of Mossul of the Chaldeans, Iraq, who was kidnapped on 29 February, Benedict XVI sent the following telegram expressing his condolences to Cardinal Emmanuel III Delly, patriarch of Babylon of the Chaldeans. 
“Informed of the tragic death of Archbishop Paulos Faraj Rahho, Archbishop of Mossul of the Chaldeans, resulting from the event of his kidnapping on February 29, I wish to express my closeness to the Chaldean Church and to the entire Christian community, as well as condemnation of an act of inhuman violence which offends the dignity of human beings and seriously damages the cause of the fraternal coexistence of the beloved Iraqi people. While I assure you of my prayers for the repose of the beloved pastor who was kidnapped just after he had completed the Way of the Cross, I also invoke the Lord's mercy, that this tragic event may serve to build a future of peace in the martyred land of Iraq. With my deepest sympathies, I bestow my Apostolic Blessing upon you, Beloved Brother, the clergy, and the consecrated persons, and on all the faithful. Benedictus PP. XVI (SL) (Agenzia Fides 14/3/2008; righe 15, parole 200)

13 March 2008 – Penitential Liturgy in preparation for 23rd  World Youth Day 

VATICAN - Pope tells young people: “This city of Rome is in your hands. It is up to you to make it spiritually beautiful with your testimony of a life lived in the grace of God and far from sin”

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) - “Dear young people, this city of Rome is in your hands. It is up to you to make it spiritually beautiful with your testimony of a life lived in the grace of God and far from sin, responding to all that the Holy Spirit calls you to be, in the Church and the world. In this manner, you will become visible signs of the grace of Christ’s abundant mercy that flows from His side, pierced for us on the Cross.” This was the exhortation given by Pope Benedict XVI to the youth gathered in St. Peter’s Basilica in the evening on Thursday, March 13. The Holy Father heard the confessions of several of the young people present, mainly from the Diocese of Rome, in preparation for the 23rd World Youth Day, that will be celebrated on Palm Sunday with the theme: “You will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you will be my witnesses” (Acts 1:8) and that will culminate in Sydney in the world-wide encounter in July. 
In the homily, the Holy Father quoted his first encyclical: “At the roots of being a Christian is the encounter with an event, a Person, which gives life a new horizon and a decisive direction (cf. Deus caritas est, 1). In order to favor this encounter you are preparing to open your hearts to God, confessing your sins and - by the action of the Holy Spirit and through the ministry of the Church - receiving forgiveness and peace. Thus, we make room in ourselves for the presence of the Holy Spirit, the third Person of the Blessed Trinity which is the 'soul' and the 'vital breath' of Christian life.” Benedict XVI also pointed out that is a man lacks a soul, “he lacks everything.”
Recalling one of his own meditations on Pentecost, as Archbishop of Monaco-Frisinga, the Pope continued, “A human being cannot throw away his own soul, in a literal sense, because it is the soul that makes him human... Yet he does have the frightening possibility of being inhuman, of remaining a person but at the same time selling or losing his own humanity. The distance between the human person and the inhuman being is immense, yet it cannot be demonstrated. Likewise, the Holy Spirit “cannot be seen with the eyes. Whether it enters into a person or not, it cannot be seen or demonstrated; but it changes and renews all the perspectives of human life. The Holy Spirit does not change the exterior situations of life, but the interior...This afternoon, the Holy Spirit wants to descend into our hearts, to forgive us our sins and renew us interiorly, filling us with a power that will make us, like the Apostles, courageous in announcing that ‘Christ has died and risen!’.” 
The Pope later encouraged the young people to prepare themselves well for their confession, enabling them to experience “true joy, the joy that derives from the mercy of God, flows into our hearts and reconciles us to Him.” He told them to “be bearers of this joy,” offering a testimony with their lives to the fruits of the Spirit. “Always remember that you are 'temples of the Spirit'. Allow Him to dwell in you and humbly obey His commands, in order to make your own contribution to the building of the Church and to discern the type of vocation to which the Lord calls you.”
Benedict XVI concluded his remarks by recalling how 25 years ago John Paul II inaugurated the San Lorenzo Youth Center near the Vatican “to facilitate the welcome of young people, the sharing of experiences and the witness of faith and, above all, the prayer that helps us to discover the love of God.” He concluded his homily encouraging the youth with these words: “Look to the Cross now, and let us accept God's love which is given to us by the Cross, by the Holy Spirit which comes from the pierced side of the Lord and, as John Paul II said: ‘Yourselves become redeemers of the young people of the world.’” (SL) (Agenzia Fides 14/3/2008; righe 47, parole 686)
16 March 2008 –Eucharistic Celebration on Palm Sunday 

VATICAN - The Pope on Palm Sunday: “Together with the young people of the whole world let us go to meet Jesus. Let us allow him to guide us to God, to learn from God himself how to be men... that we too become with him and beginning from him messengers of his peace”

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) - The Holy Father Benedict XVI presided the liturgical celebration of Palm Sunday and the Lord’s Passion held in Saint Peter’s Square on March 16. Following the blessing of the palms and the placing of the olive branches at the foot of the obelisk, there was a procession into the Basilica, where the Pope celebrated Mass. Crowds of young people from Rome and from other diocese of the globe took part in the celebration, with the occasion of the 23rd World Youth Day for the diocese.
“During the entry into Jerusalem the people pay homage to Jesus as the Son of David,” the Pope said in his homily, “Then he arrives at the temple. But there, where there should be the space of the meeting between God and man, he finds people selling animals and money changers who use the place of prayer for their business... The merchants were acting in a correct way according to the order that was in force, but the order itself was corrupt... Against the badly interpreted order Jesus, with his prophetic gesture, defends the true order of things that is found in the Law and the Prophets.” 
The Holy Father continued, “As Christians, all of this must make us think today: Is our faith pure and open enough that, beginning from it, the ‘pagans’ -- the persons today who are seeking and have their questions -- can also intuit the light of the one God, can associate themselves with our prayer in the atriums of faith and by their seeking perhaps become worshippers? Does the awareness that greed is idolatry also reach our heart and our life practices? Do we not perhaps also allow idols to enter even into the world of our faith? Are we disposed to let the Lord purify us again and again, allowing him to chase out of us and the Church what is contrary to him?”
The purification of the temple, however, is much more than the struggle against abuses; it marks a “new moment in history,” Benedict XVI explained. “The body of Christ, Christ himself, enters to take the place of the bloody sacrifices and the food offerings. Only the ‘love to the end,’ only the love for men for which he gives himself totally to God, this is the true worship, the true sacrifice. Worshipping in spirit and truth means worshiping in communion with him who is truth; worshipping in the communion of his body, in which the Holy Spirit unites us.”
Commenting on the words of Jesus in the purification of the temple, as articulated in John’s Gospel - “Destroy this temple and in three days I will raise it back up” (John 2:18 f.) - the Pope said, “It is not Jesus who destroys the temple; it is left to destruction by the attitude of those who transformed the place of meeting of all peoples with God into a "den of thieves," a place of business. 
But, as always from the fall of Adam, the failure of men becomes an occasion for a still greater commitment on the part of God's love in regard to us. The hour of the temple of stone, the hour of the animal sacrifices had been left behind: The fact that Jesus now chases out the merchants does not only impede abuse, but indicates the new action of God. The new temple is formed: Jesus Christ himself, in whom God's love comes down to men. He, in his life, is the new and living temple. He, who passed through the cross and is risen, is the living space of spirit and life in which the right worship is realized. Thus, the purification of the temple, as the culmination of Jesus' solemn entry into Jerusalem is the sign both of the incumbent destruction of the building and the promise of the new temple; the promise of the kingdom of reconciliation and love that, in the communion with Christ, is established beyond every frontier.”
The Pope later spoke of the importance of two other events following the purification of the temple: Jesus’ healing of the blind and lame and the homage He receives from the children of the temple, as well as in His entrance into the city. “To the trafficking of animals and the money exchange, Jesus opposes his goodness that makes well again. It is the true purification of the temple. He does not come as a destroyer; he does not come with the sword of the revolutionary. He comes with the gift of healing. He dedicates himself to those who because of their infirmities have been pushed to the end of their life and to the margins of society. Jesus reveals God as he who loves, and his power as the power of love. And thus he says to us what will always be a part of the true worship of God: healing, serving, the goodness that makes well again. And then there are the children who pay homage to Jesus... To meet God it is necessary to become capable of seeing with the heart. We must learn to see with a young heart that is not hindered by prejudices and blinded by interests. Thus, in the little ones who with a similar free and open heart recognize him, the Church has seen the image of the believers of every century, her own image.”
Concluding the homily, the Holy Father offered an exhortation to the youth saying, “Dear friends, in this hour we associate ourselves with the procession of the young people of that time -- a procession that passes through the whole of history. Together with the young people of the whole world let us go to meet Jesus. Let us allow him to guide us to God, to learn from God himself how to be men. With him we thank God, because with Jesus, the Son of David, he has given us a place of peace and reconciliation that embraces the whole world. Let us pray to him that we too become with him and beginning from him messengers of his peace, so that in us and around us his kingdom will grow. Amen.” (SL) (Agenzia Fides 17/3/2008; righe 71, parole 1028)

16 March 2008 – Angelus

VATICAN - “Enough with the bloodshed, enough with the violence, enough with the hatred in Iraq! Beloved Iraqi people, lift up your heads and let it be you yourselves who, in the first place, rebuild your national life!”

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) - The “beautiful witness of fidelity to Christ, to the Church and his people” of the late Chaldean Archbishop of Mossul, Archbishop Paulos Faraj Rahho, who met his tragic fatal end just days ago, moved Pope Benedict XVI “to cry out forcefully and with distress,” in the Angelus on Palm Sunday: “Enough with the bloodshed, enough with the violence, enough with the hatred in Iraq!.” Then, directing himself to the Iraqi people, who, “for five years have endured the consequences of a war that has provoked upheaval in its civil and social life,” he told them, “Beloved Iraqi people, lift up your heads and let it be you yourselves who, in the first place, rebuild your national life! May reconciliation, forgiveness, justice and respect for the civil coexistence of tribes, ethnic groups and religious groups be the solitary way to peace in the name of God!”
The Pontiff also sent out a special greeting to the many young people present in Saint Peter’s Square who had come from many countries from around the world, “on the occasion of the World Youth Day, which the beloved Servant of God John Paul II wanted to link with Palm Sunday.” The Pope continued: “In this moment my thoughts turn to Sydney, in Australia, where the preparations are under way for the great meeting that I will have with the young people of the whole world from July 15 to 20 of this year. I thank the Italian bishops' conference, Cardinal Pell, the archbishop of Sydney, and his collaborators in particular, for all the work that they are doing with such commitment. I am also grateful to the Australian federal and state officials for the generous support offered to this important initiative. See you in Sydney!” (SL) (Agenzia Fides 17/3/2008; righe 21, parole 295)

17 March 2008 – Requiem Mass for Archbishop Paulos Faraj Rahho 

VATICAN - “Archbishop Rahho took up his cross and followed the Lord Jesus, thus he contributed to bringing justice to his martyred country and to the whole world, bearing witness to the truth”: Holy Father’s homily in the funeral mass for the Archbishop of Mossul

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) - “In the Passion of Christ, we see the fulfillment of this mission, when He, faced with an unjust condemnation, bears witness to the truth, remaining faithful to the law of love. On this same path, Archbishop Rahho took up his cross and followed the Lord Jesus, thus he contributed to bringing justice to his martyred country and to the whole world, bearing witness to the truth. He was a man of peace and dialogue.” The Holy Father XVI remembered Archbishop Paulos Faraj Rahho with these words during the funeral Mass celebrated in the “Redemptoris Mater” Chapel. 
“I know he had a particular fondness for the poor and the disabled,” Benedict XVI continued. “In order to offer physical and psychological care, he founded a special association called ‘Joy and Charity’ (‘Farah wa Mahabba’), with the task of helping these people and their families, many of whom learned from him not to hide these relatives and to see them in Christ. May his example sustain all Iraqis of good will, Christians and Muslims, to build peaceful coexistence founded on human fraternity and mutual respect.”
At the beginning of his homily, the Pope recalled that “we have begun Holy Week with great sorrow in our hearts at the tragic death of our beloved Archbishop Paulos Faraj Rahho,” and he sent “a special word of greeting and encouragement” to the Bishops, priests, and faithful of the Church “in Iraq that suffers, believes, and prays,” “trusting that in faith, they will find the strength not to lose heart in the difficult situation they are experiencing.”
The liturgical context during these days help us to live the final moments of Jesus’ life on earth: “dramatic hours, filled with love and fear... contrast between truth and lies, between the mildness and rectitude of Christ and the violence and dishonesty of His enemies. Jesus felt the approach of his violent death; He felt his persecutors' net tightening around Him. He felt the anguish and fear, up to the crucial moment in Gethsemane. But He experienced all this immersed in communion with the Father and comforted by the 'anointing' of the Holy Spirit.” Making reference to the day’s Gospel reading that recalls the meal in Bethany with Mary anointing the feet of Jesus with the precious ointment, the Holy Father said, “I think of the holy chrism that anointed the forehead of Archbishop Rahho in his baptism and confirmation, that anointed his hands in his ordination as a priest, and later his head and hands when he was consecrated bishop. But I am also thinking of the many 'anointings' of filial affection and spiritual friendship, of the devotion which his faithful gave him and which accompanied him in the terrible hours of his kidnapping and his painful detention -- where perhaps he was already wounded when he arrived -- and even unto his agony, his death. That sacramental and spiritual anointing were a guarantee of resurrection, a guarantee of the true and full life that the Lord Jesus came to give us!”
At the close of his homily, the Pope expressed his desire that, just as “the beloved Archbishop Paulos gave himself without limits to the service of his people, may his faithful Christians persevere in their commitment to the establishment of a tranquil and united society, a society of progress and peace.” (SL) (Agenzia Fides 17/3/2008; righe 42, parole 558)

18 March 2008 – Message of condolence on the occasion of the funeral of Chiara Lubich

VATICAN – The Pope's condolences for the death of Chiara Lubich

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) – The Holy Father Benedict XVI , through the Cardinal Secretary of State, sent a message of condolence to the, Work of Mary, or Focolari Movement, on the occasion of the death of the movement's foundress Chiara Lubich, “generous witness of Christ ”.  

The Pope expressed profound gratitude to the Lord for “this woman of intrepid faith, meek messenger of hope and peace, foundress of a vast spiritual family which embraces many fields of evangelisation”, particularly for her service to the Holy Church, and docile response to the Magisterium's every call and desire. The Holy Father recalled in his Message the “interrupted bond” with his own Predecessors, which marked the life of Chiara Lubich. With regard to the numerous initiatives born of her tireless activity, Benedict XVI recalled her “prophetic ability” to foresee and put into action the thought of St Peter's Successor. Assuring his prayers the Holy Father sent the Apostolic Blessing to those present at the funeral. (Agenzia Fides 18/3/2008 - righe 12, parole 169)

19 March 2008 – General Audience

VATICAN – The Easter Triduum  was the subject of the Pope's teaching at his General Audience 

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) – On March 19 Pope Benedict focussed his weekly teaching on the meaning of the Easter Triduum, the culmination of the Lenten journey. These three days are called ‘holy’ because “they enable us to relive the central event of our Redemption”, projecting us, said the Holy Father, “in the same atmosphere which Jesus lived at that time in Jerusalem ”. 

The Pope began his catechesis reflecting on Holy Thursday recalling the new commandment which Jesus gave his disciples on that night, the "mandatum novum", the “commandment of fraternal love”. In the morning of the same day the ‘Chrism Mass' is celebrated with the blessing of the sacred oils to be used for the Sacraments. Each community, gathered around its respective Bishop “strengthens its unity and fidelity to Christ, the One Eternal High Priest”. The Liturgy in the evening recalls the Lord's Supper, when, as the Pope recalled, “Christ gave himself to us as food of salvation, medicine of immortality” and he instituted the Eucharist, “source and summit of Christian life ”. “In this Sacrament of salvation– Pope Benedict XVI continued – the Lord offered and achieved for those who believe in Him the most intimate union possible between our life and his life ”. The Holy Father recalled the master's humble act of ‘washing the feet of his disciples: “by washing their feet he concretely announces the primacy of love, love which becomes service, even to the gift of self, anticipating in this way the supreme sacrifice of his life which will be consumed the day afterwards on Calvary”. 

Turning to Good Friday, the memory of Christ's passion, crucifixion and death, the Pontiff spoke of how the whole Christian assembly reflects on “the great mystery of evil and sin which weighs on humanity”, and retraces with “moving liturgical actions”, Christ's sufferings which expiate sin. On this day the community prays for the needs of the Church and the world, adores the Cross and receives Holy Communion, the species preserved after the ‘Coena Domini’ Mass. Benedict XVI then recalled the many pious devotions which have enriched Christian tradition, processions and sacred plays, especially the ‘Via Crucis’, or Way of the Cross “which aims to imprint ever more deeply on the souls of the faithful, sentiments of true participation in the redeeming sacrifice of Christ”. The Pope spoke about shrines called ‘Calvaria’, reached with a steep climb, which call to mind the painful way of the Passion enabling the faithful to “share in the Lord's ascent to the Mount of the Cross, the Mount of Love to the very end”. 

The Holy Father then meditated on Holy Saturday, the day when believers “persevere with Mary in expectant prayer and meditation”. On this day of silence the faithful are encouraged to receive the Sacrament of Reconciliation, “an indispensable means of purifying the heart and preparing to celebrate Easter more fruitfully”. During the night the Church celebrates “the most important Sunday in history”, the ‘Easter Vigil’: “in the dark of night we light the new fire of the Easter Candle, symbol of the glorious Christ who rises from the dead. Christ, the light of humanity disperses the shadows from hearts and minds and illuminates every person who comes into the world ”. Dwelling on the Light brought by the Resurrection of Jesus during the “splendid Easter night ”, Benedict XVI observed how, miraculously, “the joy, light and peace of Christ flow into the life of the faithful, into every community, reaching every point in space and time”.

The Holy Father encouraged the faithful gathered in these special moments to orient their lives more decisively “to a more generous and convinced docility with the plans of the heavenly Father”. These days, in fact, “are an opportunity to become more aware of the meaning and value of our Christian calling which flows from the Easter Mystery and to concretise it as faithful disciples of Christ under every circumstance, as He did, even to the generous offering of our life”. To recall the Resurrection of Christ is also, the Pope continued, “to live in profound and shared adhesion to the today of history, convinced that what we celebrate is a living and ever new reality” and an evident sign that “love, which is stronger than hatred, has won and  we must associated ourselves with this triumph of love. We must therefore make a new start from Christ and work in communion with Him for a world built on peace, justice and love”. (Agenzia Fides 19/3/2008 - righe 51, parole 715)

20 March 2008 – Homily during the Chrism Mass 

VATICAN – During the Chrism Mass Benedict XVI underlines that “to serve means closeness, but it means above all obedience”

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) – “Every year the Chrism Mass urges us to repeat that 'yes' to God's call which we said on the day of our priestly Ordination”. With these words the Holy Father began his homily during the Chrism Mass in St Peter's Basilica in the morning of Holy Thursday 20 March. The Pope posed two questions to the cardinals, bishops and priests participating in the Liturgy: “To what did we say ‘yes’? What is this ‘being a priest of Jesus Christ?”. The Pontiff replied with the words of Second Canon in the Missal, ‘adstare coram te et tibi ministrare’, that is ‘to stand before the Lord and serve Him, the “duties which define the essence of the priestly ministry”.

First of all Benedict XVI recalled that ‘stand'  and “gaze at Him, be there for Him ”, means a life in close contact with the presence of God, to which the priest of the Old Covenant was also called: “As the others cultivated the land, from which the priest also lived, so he kept the world open to God, he had to live with his gaze on him.”. Today this ‘adstare’ the Holy Father says means, “being before the Lord present, that is, it indicates the Eucharist as the centre of priestly life”. “ the priest– the Pontiff continued underlining the aspect of ‘being’ –must be on the watch. He must be on his guard in the face of the imminent powers of evil.  He must keep the world awake for God. He must be the one who remains standing: upright before the trends of time. Upright in truth. Upright in the commitment for good. Being before the Lord must always also include, at its depths, responsibility for humanity to the Lord, who in his turn takes on the burden of all of us to the Father. And it must be a taking on of him, of Christ, of his word, his truth, his love. The priest must be upright, fearless and prepared to sustain even offences for the Lord, as referred to in the Acts of the Apostles: they were "rejoicing that they were counted worthy to suffer dishonour for the name" (5: 41) of Jesus"”. 

To this is added [following on] the second part of the Second Canon,  ‘serve’, which, in the newness of Christian worship, is what happens in a special way, during the celebration of the Eucharist, “to serve, to fulfil a service to God and a service to humanity. The cult that Christ rendered to the Father was the giving of himself to the end for humanity. Into this cult, this service, the priest must insert himself.”. In this sense Benedict XVI stressed the importance of the Liturgy: “We must learn to increasingly understand the sacred liturgy in all its essence, to develop a living familiarity with it, so that it becomes the soul of our daily life”. And if the Liturgy is fundamental for the priest, prayer must be a “primary reality to be learned ever anew and ever more deeply at the school of Christ and of the Saints of all the ages.”. 

Since to serve means closeness it requires familiarity and the Holy Father warned priests of the risk of falling into routine: “We must ceaselessly struggle against this becoming accustomed to the extraordinary reality, against the indifference of the heart, always recognizing our insufficiency anew and the grace that there is in the fact that he consigned himself into our hands. To serve means to draw near, but above all it also means obedience. The servant is under the word: "not my will, but thine, be done".’”. Adam's sin consisted precisely in the fact that he wanted to accomplish his own will and not God's. Humanity's temptation is always to want to be totally autonomous, but, as Benedict XVI recalls in this way, “we pit ourselves against the truth. Because the truth is that we must share our freedom with others and we can be free only in communion with them. This shared freedom can be true freedom only if we enter into what constitutes the very measure of freedom, if we enter into God's will. This fundamental obedience that is part of the human being - a person cannot be merely for and by himself - becomes still more concrete in the priest: we do not preach ourselves, but him and his Word, which we could not have invented ourselves. We proclaim the Word of Christ in the correct way only in communion with his Body. Our obedience is a believing with the Church, a thinking and speaking with the Church, serving through her. What Jesus predicted to Peter also always applies: "You will be taken where you do not want to go". This letting oneself be guided where one does not want to be led is an essential dimension of our service, and it is exactly what makes us free. In this being guided, which can be contrary to our ideas and plans, we experience something new - the wealth of God's love.”.

The Pope concluded: “He has descended, and the true ascent of man is now accomplished in our descending with him and toward him. His elevation is the Cross. It is the deepest descent and, as love pushed to the end, it is at the same time the culmination of the ascent, the true "elevation" of humanity. "To stand in his presence and serve him": this now means to enter into his call to serve God. The Eucharist as the presence of the descent and ascent of Christ thus always recalls, beyond itself, the many ways of service through love of neighbour. Let us ask the Lord on this day for the gift to be able to say again in this sense our "yes" to his call: "Here am I! Send me" (Is 6: 8). Amen. ”. (Agenzia Fides 20/3/2008 - righe 55, parole 852)

20 March 2008 – Homily during the 'in Coena Domini’ Mass, the Last Supper  

VATICAN – The Pope presides the Mass ‘: “We need confession as it has taken form in the Sacrament of Reconciliation. In the Sacrament again and again the Lord washes our soiled feet that we may sit at table with Him ”.

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) – In the early evening of Holy Thursday, 20 March, at Rome's Cathedral, the Basilica of St John in the Lateran, the Holy Father, Benedict XVI presided the concelebration of the 'Mass of the Last Supper: “Jesus' hour to which all his work had been directed from the outset”. The Pope illustrated the contents of this ‘hour’, described by John with two words “passage (metabainein, metabasis) and agape - love. The two words are mutually explanatory; they both describe the Pasch of Jesus: the Cross and the Resurrection, the Crucifixion as an uplifting, a "passage" to God's glory, a "passing" from the world to the Father.”.

With regard to the first word, the Holy Father spoke of 'passage' meaning Christ brings with him his flesh, his being a man, “he is, as it were ,fused and transformed into a new way of being, in which he is now always with the Father and contemporaneously with humankind.”. Interpeting passage as ‘transformation’, Benedict XVI added “He transforms the Cross, the act of killing, into an act of giving, of love to the end”. In this transformation Christ includes everyone, “drawing us into the transforming power of his love to the point that, in our being with him, our life becomes a "passage", a transformation” and in this way redemption is possible, “becoming sharers in eternal love, a condition for which we strive throughout our life. ”.

The Pontiff then explained the ‘washing of the feet', when “Jesus lays down the clothes of his glory, he wraps around his waist the towel of humanity and makes himself a servant. He washes the disciples' dirty feet and thus gives them access to the divine banquet to which he invites them… If we receive Jesus' words with an attentive heart they prove to be truly cleansing, purification of the soul, of the inner man. The Gospel of the washing of the feet invites us to this, to allow ourselves to be washed anew by this pure water, to allow ourselves to be made capable of convivial communion with God and with our brothers and sisters. However, when Jesus was pierced by the soldier's spear, it was not only water that flowed from his side but also blood (Jn 19: 34; cf. I Jn 5: 6-8). Jesus has not only spoken; he has not left us only words. He gives us himself. He washes us with the sacred power of his Blood, that is, with his gift of himself "to the end", to the Cross. His word is more than mere speech; it is flesh and blood "for the life of the world" (Jn 6: 51). In the holy sacraments, the Lord kneels ever anew at our feet and purifies us. Let us pray to him that we may be ever more profoundly penetrated by the sacred cleansing of his love and thereby truly purified! ”.

In this way, the Pontiff pointed out, Jesus Christ introduces a new way of loving, which leaves no “passive recipients of divine goodness”, this is the dynamic of  ‘loving together', loving one another following His example, “the example of loving in communion with his love”. 

The Holy Father then compared Peter's resistance with Jesus' gesture of love: “His concept of the Messiah involved an image of majesty, of divine grandeur. He had to learn repeatedly that God's greatness is different from our idea of greatness; that it consists precisely in stooping low, in the humility of service, in the radicalism of love even to total self-emptying. ”. The faithful like Peter may desire “a God of success and not of the Passion”, because, Benedict XVI continued, “ we are unable to realize that the Shepherd comes as a Lamb that gives itself and thus leads us to the right pasture”.

The Pope concluded: "We must wash one another's feet in the mutual daily service of love. But we must also wash one another's feet in the sense that we must forgive one another ever anew. The debt for which the Lord has pardoned us is always infinitely greater than all the debts that others can owe us (cf. Mt 18: 21-35). Holy Thursday exhorts us to this: not to allow resentment toward others to become a poison in the depths of the soul. It urges us to purify our memory constantly, forgiving one another whole-heartedly, washing one another's feet, to be able to go to God's banquet together. Holy Thursday is a day of gratitude and joy for the great gift of love to the end that the Lord has made to us. Let us pray to the Lord at this hour, so that gratitude and joy may become in us the power to love together with his love. Amen. ”. (Agenzia Fides 20/3/2008 - righe 52, parole 768)

21 March 2008 – The Way the Cross at the Colosseum

VATICAN – At the end of the Way of the Cross on Good Friday at the Colosseum the Pope says “do not be afraid”, because “by dying the Lord has saved sinners, all of us, on the cross the Redeemer restored the dignity which belongs to us ”

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) – On Good Friday, 21 March, at the Colosseum at nine in the evening Pope Benedict presided the Way of the Cross, “on the day on which our eyes have seen once again the suffering and anguish which our Redeemer suffered at the hour of great pain, which marked the culmination of his earthly mission ”. Good Friday is a day of “human mournfulness" and “religious silence” and the Holy Father encouraged the faithful to reflect on the events of that day and asked: “Can one be indifferent to the death of God?”.

The Pope then dwelt on the means Christ used for our redemption, the Cross, which is for the Christian people “ the source of immortal life, the school of justice and peace, the universal patrimony of pardon and mercy. It is permanent proof of a self-giving and infinite love that brought God to become man, vulnerable like us, even to dying crucified. His nailed arms are open to each human being and they invite us to draw near to him, certain that he accepts us and clasps us in an embrace of infinite tenderness: "I, when I am lifted up from the earth, will draw all men to myself" ”.

The Way of the Cross is the painful path of man of every epoch, it is the road along which the peoples, “reconciled and redeemed by the blood of Christ – the Pope added – they became friends of God, children of the heavenly Father ”. Many fail to understand the deep love God has for his creatures, nevertheless the death of his only Son, made us all brothers and sisters, redeeming the whole of humanity from ignorance of God, from the slavery of sin.

Lastly Benedict XVI urged the faithful to  “question” human certainties: “Jesus is the truth that makes us free to love. Let us not be afraid: upon dying, the Lord saved sinners, that is, all of us…on the Cross, the Redeemer has restored to us the dignity that belongs to us, has made us adoptive sons and daughters of God whom he has created in his image and likeness”. (Agenzia Fides 21/3/2008 - righe 21, parole 333)

22 March 2008 – The Easter Vigil Mass 

VATICAN – The Pope says during the Easter Vigil: Jesus' death is an act of love which becomes immortal because “his going away is transformed into a new coming, into a form of presence which reaches deeper and does not come to an end. ”

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) – During the solemn Easter Vigil Mass, the Holy Father Benedict XVI administered the Sacraments of Christian initiation to a group of catechumens from various different countries. To them he devoted his homily focussed on  Jesus' words to his disciples “I go away, and I will come to you”. In the human understanding “Dying is a “going away”, a lasting reality from which there is no return, but Jesus' case is something utterly new.  His death achieves the “ I go away, and I will come to you ”, and, as Benedict XVI said, “ It is by going away that he comes. His going ushers in a completely new and greater way of being present. By dying he enters into the love of the Father. His dying is an act of love. Love, however, is immortal. Therefore, his going away is transformed into a new coming, into a form of presence which reaches deeper and does not come to an end."

The Holy Father reminded the faithful of the corporeity of the human person which “ places limits on our existence ”, space and time. “ Our time is destined to come to an end. And between the “I” and the “you” there is a wall of otherness. To be sure, through love we can somehow enter the other’s existence. Nevertheless, the insurmountable barrier of being different Yet Jesus, who is now totally transformed through the act of love, is free from such barriers and limits” and his going and coming as the Risen Lord, “ a presence, yesterday, today and for ever ”, can embrace every time and every place “Now he can even surmount the wall of otherness that separates the “I” from the “you”. 

Through the coming of the Risen Lord, all humanity, like Paul, has a new identity, possible only through baptism, in it the Lord enters the door of the human heart and  “ We no longer stand alongside or in opposition to one another. ”. “He, the Risen Lord –Benedict XVI reminded the new catechumens – he comes to you and joins his life with yours, drawing you into the open fire of his love. You become one, one with him, and thus one among yourselves”. In this way the baptised are never really strangers to each other because “ the foundation of our lives is the same. We experience that in our inmost depths we are anchored in the same identity, on the basis of which all our outward differences, however great they may be, become secondary. ”.

The Holy Father then explains to the catechumens the symbolism of the water and the light, which mark the Sacrament of Baptism. In the water  brings to fulfilment what Moses had done: “: he leads us out of the deadly waters of the sea, out of the waters of death … Jesus descended for us into the dark waters of death. But through his blood, so the Letter to the Hebrews tells us, he was brought back from death: his love united itself to the Father’s love, and thus from the abyss of death he was able to rise to life. Now he raises us from the waters of death to true life. This is exactly what happens in Baptism: he draws us towards himself, he draws us into true life. He leads us through the often murky sea of history, where we are frequently in danger of sinking amid all the confusion and perils. In Baptism he takes us, as it were, by the hand, he leads us along the path that passes through the Red Sea of this life and introduces us to everlasting life, the true and upright life." Commenting the reality of light and fire Benedict emphasised the light of the Truth "the fire of love that transform man’s being" because it reveals God to man. With baptism, the fire of this light enters into the person: "God’s light enters into us; thus we ourselves become children of light." As Christians the Pope said we must not hide in darkness because "we are not called to darkness, but to light" and this light is given to us and is "also fire, a powerful force coming from God, a force that does not destroy, but seeks to transform our hearts, so that we truly become men of God, and so that his peace can become active in this world. The Pope concluded encouraging the faithful to renew their baptism with two liturgical acclamations Conversi ad Dominum” – and: “Sursum corda” –– "we must always turn away from false paths, onto which we stray so often in our thoughts and actions. We must turn ever anew towards him who is the Way, the Truth and the Life. We must be converted ever anew, turning with our whole life towards the Lord. And ever anew we must withdraw our hearts from the force of gravity, which pulls them down, and inwardly we must raise them high: in truth and love…through the power of his word and of the holy Sacraments, he points us in the right direction and draws our heart upwards". (Agenzia Fides 22/3/2008 - righe 49, parole 775)

23 March 2008 – Urbi et Orbi Message

VATICAN – The Holy Father's Easter Message: “humanity needs Christ: in Him, our hope, ‘we are saved’” 

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) – “At the rising of the Easter sun, the Church recognizes the voice of Jesus himself who, on rising from death, turns to the Father filled with gladness and love, and exclaims: My Father, here I am! I have risen, I am still with you, and so I shall be for ever; your Spirit never abandoned me”. These words pronounced by Benedict XVI March 23 were part of the Pope's Urbi et Orbi Message Easter Message addressed to thousands gathered in St Peter's Square in the pouring rain and many more thousand connected via radio and television on Easter Sunday morning “darkness becomes light, night gives way to the day that knows no sunset. The death and resurrection of the Word of God incarnate is an event of invincible love, it is the victory of that Love which has delivered us from the slavery of sin and death. It has changed the course of history, giving to human life an indestructible and renewed meaning and value.”.

This allows the faithful to grasp the profundity of the Easter Mystery, “the Father’s love in handing over his Son for the salvation of the world; the Son’s love in abandoning himself to the Father’s will for us all; the Spirit’s love in raising Jesus from the dead in his transfigured body. And there is more: the Father’s love which “newly embraces” the Son, enfolding him in glory; the Son’s love returning to the Father in the power of the Spirit, robed in our transfigured humanity.”. In the light of this Love the Holy Father urged everyone to convert their hearts “to live by rejecting hatred and selfishness, and to follow with docility in the footsteps of the Lamb that was slain for our salvation, to imitate the Redeemer who is “gentle and lowly in heart”, who is “rest for our souls””. To convert, the Pope said, hearts must not be closed “to the omnipotence of this redeeming love” so that, thanks to this act of total freedom, Jesus sends men and women into the world as “witnesses of his hope”, assuring them that He is with them until the end of time.

The mission to which the Christian is called, the Pontiff recalled is to recognise “the indelible signs of the infinite mercy of God of whom the prophet speaks”, the One “who heals the wounds of broken hearts, who defends the weak and proclaims the freedom of slaves, who consoles all the afflicted and bestows upon them the oil of gladness instead of a mourning robe, a song of praise instead of a sorrowful heart”. 

“If with humble trust we draw near to him - the Holy Father concluded - we encounter in his gaze the response to the deepest longings of our heart: to know God and to establish with him a living relationship in an authentic communion of love, which can fill our lives, our interpersonal and social relations with that same love. For this reason, humanity needs Christ: in him, our hope, “we have been saved” '. (Agenzia Fides 23/3/2008 - righe 32, parole 496)

24 March 2008 – Regina Caeli

VATICAN – At the midday Marian prayer of the Regina Caeli on Easter Monday the Pope recalls the “new Annunciation” which calls Mary to rejoice, “because the Lord is risen”

Castel Gandolfo (Agenzia Fides) – On Easter Monday, 24 March the Pope led the recitation of the ‘Regina Caeli’ from his Summer Residence at Castel Gandolfo: “once again after the days of Lent the song of the Alleluia has returned. Alleluia, a universally known Jewish word means ‘Praise the Lord”. Benedict XVI, in his address to visitors, those spoke of the episodes when Christ's friends on that morning of Easter sung the Alleluia. The same message resounds in the Marian antiphon ‘Regina Caeli’, in the form of an announcement: “is like another ‘annunciation’ to Mary, this time not by an angel but by Christians who tell Mary to rejoice because her Son, whom she carried in her womb, is risen as He promised”. During the Annunciation at Nazareth, the heavenly messenger addresses her with the greeting “rejoice" and the Holy Father suggested its significance: “Rejoice Mary, because the Son of God is about to become man in you”. Following the tragedy of the Passion and Death of Our Lord Jesus Christ, the call to rejoice, as Benedict suggests, resounds again: “‘Gaude et laetare, Virgo Maria, alleluia, quia surrexit Dominus vere, alleluia’ – Rejoice Virgin Mary, the Lord is truly Risen!”. Calling the faithful to impress this “Alleluia” on their hearts,  the Pope imparted his Apostolic Blessing. (Agenzia Fides 23/3/2008 - righe 16, parole 216)

26 March 2008 – General Audience

VATICAN - The Pope at the General Audience explains the meaning of Easter: “the weakening of faith in the Resurrection of Jesus leads to the weakening of the testimony of believers”

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) - “Every Sunday, with the Creed, we renew our profession of faith in the resurrection of Christ, the amazing event that lies at the heart of Christianity. In the Church, everything is understood from this great mystery that has changed the course of history and that is made present in every Eucharistic celebration.” With these words, the Holy Father Benedict XVI began his catechesis at the General Audience on March 26, Wednesday in the Easter Octave. Having arrived in Rome by helicopter from his residence in Castel Gandolfo, the Pope met with groups of pilgrims and faithful from all over the world gathered in Saint Peter’s Square. 
“All the liturgies of the Easter season sing the certainty and joy of the resurrection of Christ,” the Holy Father pointed out, reminding the faithful of the need to constantly renew “our adhesion to Christ who has died and risen for us...in the Risen Christ, we are given the certainty of our resurrection. The news of his resurrection from the dead is timeless and Jesus is always alive; His Gospel is alive...The Lord’s death reveals the immense love with which He has loved us, to the point of sacrificing Himself for us. However, only the resurrection offers the ‘sure sign’ and the certainty that all that He has said is the truth, that it is true for us and for all times.”
Benedict XVI also spoke during his catechesis of the importance of “recalling this fundamental truth of our faith, its historical and widely documented truth, even though today, as has occurred in the past, many try to place it in doubt or even deny it.” He continued: “the weakening of faith in the Resurrection of Jesus leads to the weakening of the testimony of believers. If faith in the resurrection falters in the Church, everything begins to break down, everything falls apart. On the contrary, the adhesion of our hearts and minds to Christ who has died and risen changes lives and illumines the entire existence of persons and nations.” The Pope remarked that the certainty that Christ is risen, gives “courage and prophetic audacity and perseverance to the martyrs of every age,” and that the encounter with the living Christ has fascinated many men and women, that “since the beginning of Christianity, continue to leave everything to follow him and put their lives at the service of the Gospel.” The message that we are constantly listening to during these days is this: “Jesus is risen. He is Living and we can find Him...The Lord is with us, with His Church, until the end of time. Illumined by the Holy Spirit, the members of the early Church began announcing the Easter message openly and without fear. And this message, passed down from generation to generation, has reached us and is proclaimed every year at Easter, with an ever-renewed strength.”
Commenting on the gospel passage that tells of the two travelers of Emmaus with the risen Lord, from the day’s liturgy, the Holy Father pointed out that “during the entire liturgical year, especially during Holy Week and Easter Week, the Lord walks with us and explains the Scriptures to us and He makes us understand this mystery: everything refers to Him. And this should make our hearts burn within us, so that our eyes may be opened. The Lord is with us and He shows us the right path...Jesus breaks the bread with us and for us; He makes Himself present to us in the Holy Eucharist. He gives Himself and opens our hearts. In the Holy Eucharist, in the encounter with His Word, we can also meet and know Jesus, in this two-fold table of the Word and the consecrated Bread and Wine. Every Sunday the community relives the Lord’s death and resurrection and receives from the Savior His testament of love and fraternal service.” The Holy Father concluded his catechesis wishing that “the joy of this day may strengthen our faithful adhesion to the crucified and risen Christ” and he told the faithful to let themselves “be overcome by the fascination of His resurrection,” invoking the intercession of Mary to help us “become messengers of the light and joy of Easter among our brethren.” (SL) (Agenzia Fides 27/3/2008; righe 51, parole 706)

30 March 2008 – Regina Caeli

VATICAN - The Holy Father at the Regina Caeli: “All that the Church says and does shows the mercy that God feels for man. From divine mercy, which puts hearts at peace, also arises the authentic peace of the world, peace among peoples, cultures and religions.”

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) - “Mercy is truly the central nucleus of the Gospel message. It is the equivalent of God’s very name, the way He has manifested Himself in the Old Testament, and fully in Jesus Christ, who is the incarnation of the Love that creates and redeems.” These were the words of the Holy Father Benedict XVI on March 30, the Second Sunday of Easter, prior to the recitation of the Regina Caeli in the Apostolic Palace at Castel Gandolfo, where the Pope has been spending some days of rest. 
Benedict XVI recalled that in the year 2000, Pope John Paul II had established the universal Church feast of Divine Mercy Sunday on the Second Sunday of Easter, in conjunction with the canonization of Faustina Kowalska, a humble Polish nun who was a zealous apostle of the Merciful Lord. “All that the Church says and does,” the Pope said, “shows the mercy that God feels for man. From divine mercy, which puts hearts at peace, also arises the authentic peace of the world, peace among peoples, cultures and religions.”
John Paul II was also an “apostle of the Divine Mercy...over the course of his long and multifaceted pontificate” the Pope stated. “all of his mission at the service of the truth about God, about man and peace in the world is summarized in this proclamation of his in Cracovia-Łagiewniki in 2002, at the inauguration of the Divine Mercy Shrine: ‘Apart from the mercy of God there is no other source of hope for mankind.’ His message, like that of St. Faustina, presents the face of Christ, supreme revelation of the mercy of God. To contemplate constantly this face: This is the inheritance that he has left us, which we welcome with joy and make our own.”
In conclusion, the Holy Father mentioned the first World Apostolic Congress on Divine Mercy that will be held in Rome this week, beginning with an opening Mass celebrated by the Pope in the morning of Wednesday, April 2, the third anniversary of the death of Servant of God John Paul II. “Let us place this Congress under the heavenly protection of Mary, Mater Misericordiae [Mother of Mercy],” the Pope concluded, “to her we entrust the great cause of peace in the world so that the mercy of God achieves what is impossible with human strength alone, and instils the courage for dialogue and reconciliation.” (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 31/3/2008; righe 30, parole 401)

31 March 2008 – Audience to participants at General Chapter of the Salesian Fathers.

VATICAN - Pope Benedict XVI tells the Salesian General Chapter: “The predilection for and commitment to young people, so characteristic of Don Bosco’s charism, must be translated into a similar commitment to the involvement and formation of families.”

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) - “The appeals addressed to us by young people, especially their questions on fundamental problems, indicate their intense desires for full life, authentic love and constructive freedom. These are situations which cry out to the very heart of the Church and her capacity to announce Christ’s Gospel today with its perspective of hope. I fervently hope, therefore, that the entire Salesian Congregation, together with the results of your General Chapter, may live with renewed commitment and fervor the mission that the Holy Spirit has inspired in the Church, through the maternal intercession of Mary Help of Christians.” These were the words of the Holy Father Benedict XVI to the participants of the General Chapter of the Salesian Order of St. John Bosco, whom he received in an audience on March 31 in the Vatican Apostolic Palace. 
In his address, the Pope mentioned some of the themes from the message sent to the Rector Major at the beginning of the Chapter (see Fides 4/3/2008). As a primary commitment, he indicated the need to “strengthen the vocation of each Salesian, that he may live his call to the consecrated life in total fidelity.” “May Christ be the center of your life!,” Benedict XVI told them, advising them to take caution that secularism did not infiltrate into their community of consecrated life, producing “manners and lifestyles that can weaken the evangelical testimony, render pastoral work unsuccessful, and decrease vocational response.” The Pontiff told them that, “the spiritual life should be at the heart of the program for your Congregation. The Word of God and the Liturgy should be the sources of Salesian spirituality!... Fidelity to the Gospel sine glossa and to your Rule of life, especially in a life of austerity and evangelical poverty carried out in a coherent manner, faithful love for the Church and your generous self-donation to the youth, especially those who are most needy and underprivileged, will guarantee a flourishing of your Congregation.”
Recalling the theme of the Chapter - “Da mihi animas, cetera tolle” - that Don Bosco made his program of apostolic life and that had been inspired by Saint Francis de Sales, the Holy Father pointed out that “characteristic of the passionate love for God, another characteristic of the Salesian model is the consciousness of the inestimable value of souls...The apostle is called to called to collaborate in the redemptive work of the Savior, so that not one soul is lost. Today it is also necessary that this passion be fostered in the heart of every Salesian. This will enable him to overcome fears and go with courage into the most difficult areas of evangelization at the service of the youth, especially the most materially and spiritually poor... He will thus be able to face the all-encompassing demands of the mission with a life of simplicity, poverty, and austerity. In sharing in the same conditions of the poorest of the poor, he will have the joy of giving more to those who in this life have less. The apostolic passion will thus become contagious, moving others to participate, as well.” The Pope also told them, “Dear Salesians, make it your aim to form lay people with apostolic hearts, inviting everyone to proceed in that sanctity of life which creates courageous disciples and true apostles.”
The Pontiff dedicated the final part of his address to the great “educational emergency” of our times, pointing out the important need for the family to be active subjects in the education of the youth. “The predilection for and commitment to young people, so characteristic of Don Bosco’s charism, must be translated into a similar commitment to the involvement and formation of families. Your pastoral work with the youth should be directly extended into a pastoral care of families. Caring for families does not subtract from efforts on behalf of the young, rather it makes those efforts more lasting and effective.”
At the close of his address, Benedict XVI mentioned the need for solid formation: “The Church is in urgent need of people with a solid and profound faith, with an updated cultural preparation, with genuine human sensitivity and with a keen pastoral sensibility. She needs consecrated persons who dedicate their lives on this frontier. Only in this way will an effective evangelization be possible. Your Congregation should make this commitment to formation one of its main priorities.” (SL) (Agenzia Fides 1/4/2008; righe 55, parole 727)

VERBA PONTIFICIS

Baptism 

“ In Baptism he [the Lord] takes us, as it were, by the hand, he leads us along the path that passes through the Red Sea of this life and introduces us to everlasting life,  [...].Whatever may happen, whatever may befall us, let us not lose hold of his hand! Let us walk along the path that leads to life” (Easter Vigil Mass, 22 March 2008 ).
The Cross

“ The Cross is the source of immortal life, the school of justice and peace, the universal patrimony of pardon and mercy. It is permanent proof of an oblative and infinite love that brought God to become man, vulnerable like us, even to dying crucified.” (Stations of the Cross, 21 March 2008 )
Culture 

“ It is not concerned solely in facing a historiography hostile to Christianity and the Church. Today, it is historiography itself that is undergoing the most serious crisis, having to fight for its very existence in a society shaped by positivism and materialism.. (Audience to the Pontifical Committee for Historical Sciences, 7 March 2008).

Eucharist

“in the Eucharist we come into contact, indeed, we enter into communion with the Risen Body of Christ, we enter the space of life already raised, eternal life. Let us enter into communion with this Body which is enlivened by immortal life and thus, from this moment and for ever, we will dwell in the space of life itself. ” (Mass to mark the 25th anniversary of San Lorenzo International Youth Centre, 9 March 2008 ).

Evangelisation

“In multireligious and secularized situations, unheard-of ways must be found to make the figure of Jesus known, especially to young people, so that they perceive his perennial fascination” (Letter on the occasion of the 24th general chapter of the Salesian Fathers, 3 March 2008).

Resurrection 

“ The death and resurrection of the Word of God incarnate is an event of invincible love, it is the victory of that Love which has delivered us from the slavery of sin and death. It has changed the course of history, giving to human life an indestructible and renewed meaning and value.” (Message Urbi et Orbi , 23 March 2008 )

Sacrament of Reconciliation

“in our Christian life we must always aspire to conversion and when we receive the Sacrament of Reconciliation frequently, the desire for Gospel perfection is kept alive in believers.” (Audience to participants at annual Course promoted by the Apostolic Penitentiary on 7 March  2008 ).

Secularisation 

“ The "death of God" proclaimed by many intellectuals in recent decades is giving way to a barren cult of the individual. In this cultural context there is a risk of drifting into spiritual atrophy and emptiness of heart, sometimes characterized by surrogate forms of religious affiliation and vague spiritualism. ” (Audience to plenary assembly of the Pontifical Council for Culture, 8 March 2008 ).

Society

“ Therefore, an honest and sincere reflection, an examination of conscience, is necessary. What builds the "civilization of love" according to God's plan revealed in Jesus Christ and what instead is opposed to it, must be discerned. ” (Prayer Vigil on the occasion of 6th European Day for University Students 1 March 2008 ).

Consecrated Life

“ it is necessary to be alert to the possible influences of secularism so as to defend oneself and hence be able to continue with determination on the path on which one has set out, overcoming a "liberal model" of consecrated life and leading a life centred wholly on the primacy of love of God and one's neighbour. ” (Letter on the occasion of the 24th general chapter of the Salesian Fathers, 3 March 2008)

QUAESTIONES
Education - AMERICA/PANAMA - Bishops call for a correct “sexual education towards love, in accord with our condition as rational beings and in an effort to strengthen the institution of the family”

Panama City (Agenzia Fides) - The Permanent Committee of the Panamanian Bishops’ Conference has recently published a statement manifesting their perspectives on the two draft bills that are trying to be introduced in the country. One is on “Sexual and Reproductive Health” and the other is on “Integral Protection for Childhood and Adolescence.” 
The Bishops’ Statement opens with a reflection on the State’s role in providing integral health care for the population. The Bishops see the “need to promote an authentic sexual education whose end is not pleasure for the sake of pleasure, but an education towards love in accord with our condition as rational beings and in an effort to strengthen the institution of the family, with respect for the biological times of childhood and adolescence.” In this sense, the Catholic Church has participated in various meetings with Health, Education, and Development Ministers regarding the two draft bills, in efforts to collaborate in serving the common good and in order to offer “their perspective regarding all that which pertains to the life of the human being, marriage, and the family, the nucleus of society.”
The Bishops explain how some of the suggestions presented by Church representatives “have been incorporated into the mentioned draft bills.” However, they cannot cease to proclaim their lack of agreement in other articles “due to their ambiguity and because they would contradict doctrine that our Church has always proclaimed in defense of the dignity of sexuality, the human person, the gift of life, the family, and marriage as a stable union between a man and a woman.” They also recall the words stated by Servant of God John Paul II in his visit to Panama 25 years ago, last week (see Fides 4/3/2008): “the Christian should say yes to an indissoluble marriage; yes to a responsible life within a legitimate marriage; yes to the protection of life; yes to the stability of the family; yes to the legitimate coexistence that favors communion and a balanced education of children, under a paternal and maternal care that complement each other in the formation of new persons.”
The polemic regarding the law that seeks to promote education, information, and awareness about sexual and reproductive health, is above all in the imposition by the Education Department of textbooks and “Sexual Guides” that, according to the Catholic Church are lacking in religious and moral values and criteria. The Panama Alliance for Life and the Family made an analysis of the content of these texts and warned the public of the State’s intent to impose important cultural changes on sexual matters. Both the Bishops and numerous associations and groups at the service of life and the family have begun speaking out against the law (see Fides 10/10/2007). (RG) (Agenzia Fides; righe 35, parole 455)

Evangelisation - AMERICA/MEXICO - Presentation of the “Diocesan Procedure in the Mission of Permanent Evangelization”: the best service we can offer man “is in offering Christ Himself, through the testimony of our own lives”

Toluca (Agenzia Fides) - Bishop Francisco Javier Chavolla Ramos of Toluca (Mexico) recently issued a Pastoral Letter entitled, “Our diocesan path as missionary disciples of Jesus Christ.” In the document, he conveys his approval of the “Diocesan Procedure in the Mission of Permanent Evangelization” and presents the Procedure, that will be implemented in the diocese. The Bishop asks that all the faithful respond to the initiative “with generosity and commitment, with authentic love for Jesus Christ...as from now on it will be the pastoral priority for our diocesan Church.”

The diocesan project is a result of years of work and reflection that began in the First Synod for Diocesan Pastoral Ministry and has unfolded with the current Diocesan Plan for Pastoral Ministry 2007-2012. As the Bishop states in his Letter, the Procedure is “a gift and a task for us from Divine Providence,” that consequently requires conversions of the individual and the community, as well as generosity and co-responsibility in order to assume the task with personal commitment and work with tireless effort in support of it.

The Procedure is divided into four main parts. First, there are a series of preparatory activities aimed at creating awareness, capacitating, and encouraging those who work in pastoral ministry in their commitments. This primarily implies faith formation and openness in order to enter into an intimate relationship with Christ and experience true conversion. Secondly, there is the missionary activity that “consists of making disciples of all nations in Jesus’ name” and keeping in mind that “the proclamation that Jesus is alive is not simply conveying theories with doctrinal content, but it means bringing Christ’s presence into the heart of the modern world.” The third part concerns catechetical activity in order to support and encourage the apostle in his personal adhesion to the Living Christ, so that he may grow in his relationship with the Lord and thus, discover and accept his commitment within the community of apostles and missionaries. Lastly, there is the theme of the missionary pastoral activity that implies a continuous effort in formation and training missionaries who will be committed to building the Kingdom of God and later become trainers themselves of new missionaries. 

Within this procedure, as it implies the participation of all pastoral care workers, the priests and deacons play a fundamental role and hold a grave and undeniable personal responsibility. Consequently, in his Letter, the Bishop asks that they “join me in assuming the responsibility of fidelity to an apostolic life, with all the joys and sufferings that we may face in announcing the Gospel.”

“Our diocesan procedure,” the Bishop of Toluca said, “should be based on the Truth of God, become man in His Son Jesus Christ, and on the truth of man; on the meaning of God and the meaning of man.” He also reminds the faithful that the best service they can offer man in evangelizing is to “offer Christ Himself, through the testimony of our own lives.”

He concludes his Pastoral Letter asking for strength from the Holy Spirit in order to “respond to the demands of the Church in Latin America: encouraging all Christians to live their faith with joy and coherence, aware of their task as missionaries sent by Christ into the world to preach and offer testimony of our faith and love.” (RG) (Agenzia Fides 28/3/2008; righe 43, parole 551)

Mission - AFRICA/SOMALIA - Medical dispensary in Baidoa, where the 2007 Holy Thursday Mass collection was sent by Pope Benedict XVI, serves 170 people a day

Mogadiscio (Agenzia Fides) - One year after the contribution made by Pope Benedict XVI from the collection taken up at Holy Thursday Mass in 2007 (see Fides 2/4/2007), this outpatient facility run by Caritas Somalia has increased its service up to almost 170 patients a day. In an average month, the center serves more than 4,000 patients. According to information sent to Agenzia Fides by Caritas Somalia, the medical dispensary is a point of reference for people across all Somalia, a country that has been without an effective central administration since 1991. 

“It is normal for people to travel up to 75 km to receive the care,” say workers from Caritas Somalia. According to Davide Bernocchi, the director of Caritas Somalia, the health center’s work shows that it is possible to operate among the Somalis, improve their welfare and meet their basic needs with limited resources. “We are glad that the Pope remembered the people of Somalia, it is a sign of love and solidarity for one of the smallest and most fragile churches in the world, at the service of some of the poorest people on earth,” he said. 

Among the most common ailments in the region are upper respiratory tract infections, like tonsillitis, bronchitis, rhinitis and the common cold, which mostly advances to the potentially deadly pneumonia due to delays in seeking treatment. 

Recently, the spread of Kala-azar has led Caritas to appeal for more help. Kala-azar (Leishmaniasis) is parasitic illness contracted after being bitten by sand flies, and is more commonly known as pappataci. Kala-azar symptoms include fever, diarrhea, coughing, drop in red and white blood-cell counts, enlarged spleen, headaches, muscle loss and a protruding stomach. It is a common disease in Somalia. Kala-azar affects mostly children and young people. 

Working with technical support from Caritas USA (Catholic Relief Services/CRS) and Merlin, the Caritas Somalia health center has been able to offer specialized treatment to many people with Kala-azar. In addition to the treatment, the dispensary also offers its patients food supply, as many come from remote areas and the families are unable to bring them food. Grace Kyeyune, the UNICEF Chief of Field Office in Central and Southern regions of Somalia says that, “the Caritas clinic is a model that we are asking other local medical centers to emulate, their organization and efficiency is an example of what it means to serve in a war zone with scarce resources.”

But the center is not the only presence of members of the Caritas family. Other arms of Caritas have been present in Somalia even during the most difficult times. From the beginning of the civil war in 1991, Caritas Somalia itself has never stopped operating from inside Somalia directly or through partners. Caritas Switzerland and Caritas Ireland (Trócaire) have been operational for the last 13 years, respectively in the northern region of Hargeisa and in Gedo, in the South. The Catholic organization works with an ecumenical spirit and a spirit of interreligious dialogue, cooperating with other Christian and Islamic charitable organizations. 

“We believe that the very cooperation between an Islamic and Christian organization is an important message of dialogue and peace, particularly in the Somali environment, so marked by animosity among different identities, but also in the broader international context,” the head of Caritas Somalia concluded. (LM) (Agenzia Fides; righe 43, parole 549)

Mission - AMERICA - The Great Continental Mission: “We must take advantage of this time of grace. We need a new Pentecost!”; during the CAM 3, missionary sending

Bogota (Agenzia Fides) - On February 28 - March 2, the Second Congress of Church Movements and New Communities took place in the city of Bogota, Colombia. The event was organized by the Department for Ecclesial Communion and Dialogue of CELAM and was attended by 103 people. Among the attendees were Bishops, priests, religious, and laity from all over South America and the Caribbean (see Fides 26/2/2008). 

At the Congress’ opening, Emeritus Archbishop Octavio Ruiz of Villavicencio, Vice-President of the Pontifical Commission for Latin America, read a message from Cardinal Tarcisio Bertone, Secretary of State, through whom the Holy Father bestowed his Apostolic Blessing. The message stated that “the ecclesial movements and new communities are called to contribute with generosity to the evangelizing mission of the Church in this moment in time, with the wealth of faith experiences and a variety of educative and apostolic initiatives, maintaining always a spirit of communion.”

Prof. Guzmán Carriquiry Lecour, Undersecretary of the Pontifical Council for the Laity, spoke on “the Aparecida Event and the Ecclesial Movements,” focusing on the fact that the ecclesial movements and the new communities “are a gift and treasure for the Church.” What was of most importance, Prof. Guzmán Carriquiry said, was “that the event of Aparecida, including its final document, would continue being lived, communicated, and spread as much as possible throughout the entire continent” and that a great missionary spirit arise in all America. “We must take advantage of this time of grace. We need a new Pentecost! We need to meet the needs of people, families, communities, and towns, communicating and sharing the gift of the encounter with Christ, that has filled our lives with meaning, truth, love, joy, and hope!” he affirmed. He also recalled how the Fifth General Conference of Aparecida was the first in which a preparatory Congress of Ecclesial Movements and New Communities was held, as well as, the first in which representatives of these Church constituents could participate on their own initiative. He concluded his address by encouraging the movements to continue incorporating themselves into the various Church levels, especially in regards to the great task entrusted in Aparecida, to place themselves at the front line and be the leaders of the Continental Mission that will soon begin.

The Archbishop of Trujillo (Peru) and President of the Peruvian Bishops’ Conference, Archbishop Hector Miguel Cabrejos Vidarte, who is also member of the “ad hoc” committee for the Great Continental Mission, stated that the Mission “is the great hope of the Fifth Conference.” According to the Archbishop, the Church has always evangelized, however, “we are now facing the challenge of reviving our way of being Catholic and our personal decisions for the Lord, so that the Christian faith become evermore imbedded in the hearts of the Latin American people and towns, as the foundation of their lives and in a life-giving encounter with Christ.” He also warns that “this mission demands a conversion of the persons and structures of the Church and that the first permanent missionaries should be missionary team leaders.”

He also spoke of the various stages of the mission, always taking into account the day-to-day reality within each Episcopal Conference and Diocese. There will be a primary period of preparation for the circulation of the Aparecida message, in the form of a mission, until August 2008, with the celebration of the Third American Missionary Congress CAM 3. During this event, there will be an announcement of the mission and a missionary sending out to the entire Continent. Immediately following these events, there will be a period of intense missionary activity for the Pastoral Ministry workers, Missionary leaders, and Core Teams, who will participate in a Regional Mission and then a Territorial Mission. Lastly, there will be a period of follow-up, to ensure the permanent nature of the mission, with the Pastoral Ministry leaders. 

It is also important that there be common signs and gestures. CELAM has offered some suggestions: celebrating the great liturgical feasts with a missionary theme, distributing the brochure containing a brief explanation on the mission’s meaning, and the distribution of the prayer for the missions, inspired by the Holy Father in Aparecida. A list of missionary songs and a Hymn based on the official prayer. 

Each year will be dedicated to a certain social group: 2008, Immigrants; 2009, Homeless; 2010, Imprisoned; and 2011, Addicts. Archbishop Miguel Cabrejos concluded his exposition, mentioning the theme for the Mission: “that Jesus Christ be recognized in the entire continent of Latin America and the Caribbean as Lord and God, and that the Church be established in each community.” 

As part of the preparations for the Great Mission of March 3-7, these will be a meeting in the headquarters of the Colombian Bishops’ Conference, for the Presidents of Bishops’ Conferences and their Secretary Generals in order to discuss CELAM’s Global Plan for 2007-2011, and the challenges of the Continental Mission. This event will be followed by a meeting of the “ad hoc” committee for the Continental Mission, in order to reflect on the methodology and themes. (RG) (Agenzia Fides 4/3/2008; righe 69, parole 842)

Mission - ASIA/QATAR - First Catholic church in Qatar will be consecrated by Cardinal Ivan Dias, a joy both for the faithful and the Philippine priest who leads the community

Doha (Agenzia Fides) - Fr. Tomasito Veneracion, a Philippine priest that has been caring for the Catholic community in Qatar for years now, will have the joy of celebrating Mass in the new church of Our Lady of the Rosary, the first Catholic church in the Emirate. In the solemn celebration that will take place on March 15, in Doha, Cardinal Ivan Dias, Prefect for the Congregation for the Evangelization of Peoples, will consecrate the new church and its adjoining parish complex. All together, it is the largest Catholic center on the entire Arabian peninsula. 

The land for building the Church in Doha was donated by Emir Amir Hamad bin Khalifa Al Thani, who governs Qatar (see Fides 6/10/2004), who has in recent years stood out for his initiatives in promoting and supporting interreligious dialogue (although the Emirate is governed by Islamic law). The construction of the Church has been made possible thanks to the contributions and efforts from the Catholic citizens living in Qatar. 

Among those present in the celebration will be the Apostolic Vicar of Arabia, Archbishop Paul Hinder, as well as Catholic lay faithful and Christians of other denominations.

The Catholics in Qatar are very excited about the event, especially considering it will be the first time they celebrate the rites of Holy Week and the Resurrection of Our Lord Jesus Christ in a real church, dedicated to Our Lady. Until now, Fr. Veneracion has had to celebrate Mass and administer the Sacraments taking refuge in embassies or in other public and private places, wherever he could. The church will become a point of reference for other Christians of the Emirate, as well. According to estimated calculations, close to half of the 800,000 inhabitants of Qatar are immigrant workers (among which there are 45,000 Philippine people). The number of Catholics is close to 100,000. (PA) (Agenzia Fides 6/3/2008 righe 25, parole 306)

Mission - AMERICA/BOLIVIA - 5th National Missionary Congress, to recover the missionary strength of the Church in Bolivia and awaken missionary conscientiousness in all sectors

Cochabamba (Agenzia Fides) - “Today we are living in a time of grace.(cf. DA, 548) Aparecida offers us a beautiful itinerary for fulfilling our missionary vocation, starting with that command we receive to “go and make disciples.” Our wish is “to awaken in our continent ‘a great missionary spirit’...We need a new Pentecost...to go out to meet people.” Aware of these needs, and in efforts to offer continuity with the preceding Missionary Congresses in Bolivia, Bishop Sergio Gualberti, President of the Bishops’ Committee on Missions; Archbishop Tito Solari of Cochabamba, President of the Evangelization Area; and Fr. Eugenio Scarpellini, Secretary General for the Missions and National Director of the Pontifical Mission Societies, have convoked the 5th National Missionary Congress to be held April 16-20, in the city of Cochabamba (Bolivia). Its title is: “Bolivia with Christ: Listening, Learning, Preaching,” and will be an effort to recover missionary strength in the Church in Bolivia and awaken the missionary conscientiousness of all the areas of the Catholic Church.

According to organizers, the estimated attendance is expected to include around 500 delegates from the 18 ecclesial jurisdictions of Bolivia. They also consider the timing of the Congress very Providential, as it will take place in the wake of the 5th General Conference of Aparecida where a Great Continental Mission was declared for the entire Latin American continent, and on the threshold of the Third American Missionary Congress CAM 3 to be held this August, in Quito (Ecuador). Fr. Eugene Scarpellini, National Director of the PMS, sees this Congress as an opportunity to include all baptized Catholics, as its purpose is to make them aware of their baptismal commitments and their Catholic identity. 

The goals of the Congress are: continue the process and workshops that took place in the regional Missionary Congresses, study the Manual for CAM3 and the Aparecida Document, prepare for the American Missionary Congress in Quito, begin preparations for the Great Continental Mission that was launched in Aparecida. The key themes for the Congress will be: “We are missionary apostles,” “The missionary community,” and “Sent on the mission.” 

The Congress will begin on Wednesday, April 16, with an opening Mass and a greeting from the Archbishop of Cochabamba and the National Director of PMS. Every day of the Congress, there will be three missionary testimonies, in addition to the scheduled presentations. On Sunday, April 20, there will be a closing Mass with a missionary sending and concluding lectures. (RG) (Agenzia Fides 12/3/2008 righe 34, parole 406)

Pontifical Mission Societies - AFRICA/NIGERIA - Pontifical Missionary Union of Nigeria meets to intensify campaign for missionary awareness and responsibility

Abuja (Agenzia Fides) - The Pontifical Mission Societies, Nigeria, has concluded a two-day meeting/workshop for the members of the Pontifical Missionary Union of Priests and Religious. The meeting was held at the John Paul II Pastoral Centre, Makurdi, according to a statement sent to Agenzia Fides. There were 61 participants representing 24 dioceses and 4 Religious Congregations. 

After the Mission Congress held at Onitsha in September last year (see Fides 4/10/2007), the Pontifical Mission Societies have been organizing series of Workshops and meetings to work out strategies for the practical implementation of the Mission Congress Resolutions. 

The members of the PMU are to intensify their effort at making the PMU the soul of the other arms of the PMS in Nigeria. The members would intensify their missionary awareness campaign in the parishes, schools and hospitals. Part of this would be the taking off of the Family Missionary Movement and the Missionary Movement of the Sick and the Aged. 

Previously, the National Missionary Council of Nigeria in a meeting held at the Pope John Paul II Centre, Abuja, January 29-31, 2008, had also worked on the Proposals for the implementation of the Resolutions of the First National Mission Congress. The proposals were worked out at the National Council of the PMS held in the Benedictine Monastery in Ewu-Ishan, Auchi diocese in November 2007 and has been approved by the Catholic Bishops Conference of Nigeria. 

The next Mission Congress is slated for the year 2011. (L.M.) (Agenzia Fides 3/3/2008; righe 21, parole 243)

Pontifical Mission Societies - AMERICA/ARGENTINA - The expansion of the Missionary Childhood and Youth, and Missionary October among the themes of the Annual Assembly of the Pontifical Mission Societies

Buenos Aires (Agenzia Fides) - The Annual Assembly of the Pontifical Mission Societies of Argentina took place on February 26-27 and was attended by the directors of each ecclesiastical district of the country, according to a statement made to Agenzia Fides by Fr. Adrian Santarelli, National Secretary of the Society for Propagation of the Faith. During the Assembly, there was a presentation of the new National Director, Fr. Osvaldo Leone, of the diocese of Rio Cuarto, appointed by Cardinal Ivan Dias last November (see Fides 24/1/2008). Among those present were also Bishop José Vicente Conejero of Formosa, President of the Bishops’ Committee on the Missions, and Bishop Luis Collazuol of Concordia, member of the Missions Committee. The Assembly was also attended by the national secretaries of the 4 Societies, as well as 47 diocesan directors from the 64 ecclesial districts. 

On Tuesday morning, an evaluation was made of the Third National Missionary Congress, which took place in Saint Nicholas in August 2007. Following the evaluation, Fr. Alejandro Puigari spoke on the spirit behind the Aparecida Document and its major pastoral guidelines, as an introduction to an assembly-wide reflection on the document on the Third American Missionary Congress, which will take place in Quito, Ecuador in August of 2008. Following the reflections, made according to regions, the Societies’ annual balances were presented. The day concluded with the Mass, celebrated by Bishop Collazuol.

On Wednesday, the 27th, each Society presented its statement of the activities that have taken place over the course of the year 2007 and those scheduled for 2008. The workshop continued to be organized by region, each offering its contribution to the missionary works of the Church in Argentina, as a whole. At 12 noon, there was a Mass celebrated by Bishop Conejero, and in the afternoon, there were general concluding talks. 

Among the themes of discussion were the increase and expansion of the Missionary Childhood and Youth (IAM) in the majority of the dioceses, the adequate overseeing of Missionary Groups (GM), and the organization of the Missionary October, with the second Sunday that was World Missions Sunday (DOMUND). Some important events for 2008 have also been planned: March 29-30 - Annual Meeting of Representatives of IAM, April 12-13 - Meeting for Diocesan Representatives of GM, June 12-13 - Day for Missionaries interested in going to evangelize outside the country and for those who have returned from foreign missions, September 13-14 - Missionary Families celebration, and July 5-6 - Formation for Youth Missionaries (JOMIS).

“The environment was one of communion, fraternity, and missionary commitment. The encounter closed with Bishop Conejero offering a beautiful quote from the document of Aparecida, number 360,” concluded Fr. Adrian Santarelli. (RG) (Agenzia Fides 3/3/2008; righe 38, parole 440)

Pontifical Mission Societies - EUROPE/ITALY- “Shed for you and for all”: March 24, 16th annual Day of Prayer and Fasting in memory of missionaries killed for the cause of the Gospel.

Rome (Agenzia Fides) - The Day of Fasting and Prayer is held March 24, as it is the date when Archbishop Oscar A. Romero of San Salvador was assassinated in 1980. The initiative was started in Italy by the Youth Movement of the Pontifical Mission Societies in 1993 and in recent years has spread to other countries. It recalls the many missionaries who have been killed throughout the world, for announcing the Gospel. Many dioceses and religious institutes have also begun initiatives for remembering their own missionary martyrs, and with them, all those who have shed their blood for the Gospel.

This year, March 24 is Easter Monday and the theme coincides with the Paschal readings: “Shed for you and for all.” As the material for the day, prepared by the Youth Movement, says, the theme is comprised of “simple words, of a singular meaning, and is packed with profound meaning. They are the liturgical version of the words Jesus said in the Last Supper, in the offering of the chalice, the offering that we perpetuate every day on the altar, in obedience to His command. The theme for the 16th Day of Prayer and Fasting in memory of the missionary martyrs invites us to reflect on the mystery that these words hold and on the connection between Jesus’ words and the martyrdom of so many of His disciples, sent to the world to bring His Gospel.”

Among the guidelines for the celebration of the Day, the Youth Movement says that, “prayer and fasting, in the Christian tradition, are works of love and communion with God and with the Church; on this day, fasting and prayer mean praying to God that He may strengthen the missionaries and Christian communities that still today continue to suffer discrimination and persecution.” 

Therefore, an invitation goes out to all Parish Communities, religious communities, seminaries, and novitiate houses, to: use the Vigil, Stations of the Cross, and Eucharistic Adoration prayers organized for this event, not only on March 24, but also on the days before and afterwards; set apart a corner of the Church for Martyrs, using a cross, a red cloth (that could also be on the front door as well), and an olive branch with the names of missionaries who have been killed; ring the bells at 3:00pm on March 24, inviting the people to meditate on Christ’s sacrifice and on the many men and women who have offered their lives; and plant a tree in memory of those who have given everything for love. Families can place lit candles in their windows or place a red cloth on display, as a visible sign of the commemoration; take part in an act of reconciliation: between the husband and wife, between children and parents, and between siblings or between neighbors, or members of the extended family; and offer a donation from fasting, in support of the help project proposed for this year.

The sick are encouraged to offer their suffering in memory of the missionary martyrs and for the spread of the Gospel, and to sustain missionaries and to ask the Lord for the gift of new holy missionary vocations. The young people are encouraged to hold a “Pasquetta” (Easter Monday celebration), sharing their food with those who on this day, are alone and suffering: in the hospital, rest homes, prisons, and the sick and elderly living alone in their houses.

This year, the suggested help project is the reconstruction and implementation of Pastoral Care Centers for children and young people in Iraq, where the Church is in a constant situation of difficulty and suffering. (SL) (Agenzia Fides 5/3/2008; righe 45, parole, 600)

Pontifical Mission Societies - AMERICA/CUBA - Visit of the Secretary General of Missionary Childhood to groups of children and adolescents from the country’s 11 dioceses

Havana (Agenzia Fides) - Fr. Patricio Byrne, Secretary General of the Pontifical Society of Missionary Childhood, visited the various dioceses of Cuba February 25-March 5, according to a statement made to Agenzia Fides by Fr. Raul Rodriguez Dago, National Director of the Pontifical Mission Societies in Cuba. Each one of the visited dioceses has hosted intense Missionary Childhood Days. “Since his arrival to our country, Fr. Patricio has shared in the missionary joy of the little missionaries and their coordinators,” Fr. Raul said.

On the night of the 26th, he visited the Diocese of Pinar del Rio, where the children and young people of three of the city’s groups met in the Diocesan Residence of Our Lady of Loreto. In the afternoon of the 28th, in the Parish of Santa Cruz in Cruces, Diocese of Cienfuegos, missionary children welcomed Fr. Patricio and told their missionary experiences from their own communities. 

The city of Camaguey saw a rebirth of this Pontifical Society in Cuba in 1992. It all began in the Parish of Santa Ana, thanks to the efforts of a catechist and four children, with the support of their Bishop Adolfo Rodriguez. Here, Fr. Patricio was received February 29 - March 1. During this visit, there was a meeting held for the National Missionary Childhood Team, with its 11 Diocesan Coordinators, with presentations of the Manuals for Coordinators and for the Missionary Children, and the Missionary Gala in the Parish of Santa Ana. Enrique Cabrera, National Secretary, in mentioning the celebration that took place in Camaguey, says, “When we began this Society in 1992, we prayed that it be extended to all of Cuba. There is even a youth missionary named Nataly, who offered her life and illness for this intention. Our experience this morning is a blessing from the Lord, a fruit of that prayer.”

On March 3, the Cathedral of Santa Clara was filled with over 300 children and youth, all with their Parish Coordinators, from various communities of the diocese. The theater group from the Parish of Quemado de Guines presented the History of the Missionary Childhood, in a work entitled “The Train of Love.” Fr. Patricio presented various children and adolescents with various symbolic missionary objects, according to their levels...the ID card, the missionary handkerchief, the shield, and the cross of being sent as a missionary. He encouraged the children to never tire in announcing Jesus’ message and to remind everyone of the missionary vocation they received in Baptism. Finally, the Secretary General of Missionary Childhood visited the Dioceses of Matanzas and Havana.

Right now, Missionary Childhood is present in all 11 dioceses, with a total of 263 groups of children and adolescent missionaries. (RG) (Agenzia Fides 10/3/2008; righe 35, parole 446)

Pontifical Mission Societies - OCEANIA/AUSTRALIA - Pontifical Mission Societies launch a new interactive website for youth missionaries

Sydney (Agenzia Fides) - The Pontifical Mission Societies will launch a new interactive website in April. The project is an effort to include young people and make them aware of the mission, using new tools and modern information technologies to promote making a real missionary experience.

The new web page, which will be on-line on April 7, at www.catholicmission.org.au, will offer dynamic presentations, using images and music, on the some of the projects sponsored by the Pontifical Mission Societies in over 160 countries throughout the world.

Patrick Fox, Catholic Mission’s National Education Officer, from the PMS, says, “this represents for both students and their families, an exciting way to learn something about the contributions of PMS all over the world.”

Some of the links on the page will offer virtual trips, with all the necessary information for getting to know a certain project more in depth, information on how to contact personnel directly, information on the country itself and the regions, and statistics on the social, economic, and religious conditions of the different countries. The Pontifical Mission Societies have been at work in Australia for over 185 years, offering aid and assistance to the needy, especially in the fields of health, education, and spiritual formation. (PA) (Agenzia Fides 14/3/2008; righe 18, parole 204)

Commitment in Society - AMERICA/BOLIVIA - Pastoral guidelines from the Bishops regarding the Government Constitution: “create a climate of openness, make room for dialogue, facilitate social accord, reestablish legality

La Paz (Agenzia Fides) - Just days before Holy Week 2008, the Episcopal Conference of Bolivia has issued a document entitled, “That the people may have life,” in which they offer a series of pastoral guidelines on the drafting project of the country’s Constitution (the CPE) and in light of the responsibility, “to make our voice heard on fundamental issues that affect people and the common good of our society, in efforts to promote the formation of conscience and offer criteria for discernment for when the time comes to define the basis of the political and social co-existence in the country’s future.” The document focuses mainly on the CPE, as it will have general effects on the nation and is directly linked to the welfare of the entire population, likewise because the country should be aware of the fact that life in Bolivia for decades to come will be defined by the outcome of this project. However, the Bishops also mention, among other issues, their concern for the country’s situation, the statutes, and the state of the law.

The Bishops show their concern for the pressure and violence that has marked this time period, the debate that is taking place in the country over the legality of the CPE project, and they once again remind the people that “dialogue is the only way to agreements, a dialogue that is based on honesty and mutual respect with aims towards the common good and human dignity.”

The open the document with an analysis of Bolivia’s present situation, with the important changes being implemented, with their positive and negative aspects. Among the positive aspects, the Bishops mention the improved treatment of the indigenous people and the growing participation of social and civic institutions in political life. On the other hand, the Bishops also worry for the “breakdown in relations between regions, social classes, and ethnic groups,” with a “regional and ideological polarization, as well as an excessive emphasis on debate and political activity that distracts from attending to the basic needs of the people.” There is also a constant weakening of democracy and the government that becomes evident, as well as an increased tension caused by “a lack of security, heightened street violence, lynching marked by an infamous cruelty, the increase of trafficking of narcotics and products of the black market, and situations that display the precarious lack of establishment among institutions, especially within the government, the flagrant disregard for the law, and the loss of respect for life.”

All these problems are exacerbated by the economic problems, “such as the lack of employment and the rising cost of living, whose effects are most felt by the poor and marginalized,” along with the aftermath of the natural disasters the country has suffered.

After analyzing the country’s situation, the Bishops offer some guidelines on the current CPE project along with some of the crucial matters that are not sufficiently addressed in the document. Among these crucial matters is the affirmation of human dignity as the source of rights and duties. Although the right to life is recognized as the basis of all other rights, the fact that this right exists from the moment of conception until natural death, is not clearly defined. Moreover, “in recognizing sexual and reproductive rights, the door is being opened to the legalization of abortion in the future.” In addition, “the ambiguity of the so-called sexual and reproductive rights places in danger the integrity of the family in its procreative function and weakens the right and educative mission that parents in respect to their children.” In regards to education and religion instruction, the Bishops reflect on the fact that the project presents education “as an instrument of propaganda and ideological formation that pertains exclusively to the government, instead of seeing it as a fundamental right of the person and a good for society.” 

The Bishops conclude their document encouraging all to place aside biases and selfish attitudes, so as to contribute to the establishment of a climate of openness. They ask that the people leave behind rejections and insults, to make room for rational dialogue with mutual respect and sincerity, that it may not be mere charade but rather an opportunity to reach effective agreements. The Bishops also insist on a greater effort in striving for peace, support, and justice, in democracy and inspired by the authentic values of respect, harmony, collaboration, personal freedom, legality, and a clean political and social atmosphere that promotes a civilized culture and sustains a democratic state, at the service of the common good. (RG) (Agenzia Fides 14/3/2008; righe 59, parole 758)

Missionaries killed - ASIA/IRAQ - Pain and grieving for the death of the Archbishop of Mossul; funeral services today to be attended by Christians from all over the country

Mossul (Agenzia Fides) - This is a day of pain and grief for the Chaldean Church of Mossul and of all Iraq. Yesterday, the death of the Chaldean Archbishop Paulos Faraj Rahho of Mossul was confirmed. The Archbishop had been kidnapped on February 29 in the city immediately after presiding the Stations of the Cross. His body was found following a notification from his kidnappers and was presented to medical personnel to perform an autopsy determining the cause of death. The Church in Iraq and throughout the world has been left in shock, pain, and profound sorrow from the event, that has been unanimously condemned by government leaders, international institutions, Bishops’ Conferences, and Christian and non-Christians alike. Iraqi Prime Minister Nuri al-Maliki has also sent his condolences to Cardinal Emmanuel III Delly, Chaldean Patriarch of Baghdad.
“The news has left us speechless,” said Bishop Francis Assisi Chullikat, Apostolic Nuncio in Jordan and Iraq. “Until yesterday we had hoped against all hope to receive good news.” “Archbishop Rahho,” the Nuncio said, “was a man of peace and dialogue, a link in relations between Christians and Muslims. And now the dialogue must continue.” 

Today Iraqi Catholics will gather with their Bishop in grief and support. The funeral services for Archbishop Rahho will take place today, March 14, in the afternoon, in the Christian town of Kremlesh, as indicated by the Chaldean Bishop Rabban al-Qass of Erbil, in the presence of the leaders of the Chaldean Church, Bishops, and other groups of Christians present in Iraq, as well as Muslim leaders who have condemned the terrible act.

 Kremlesh is becoming a symbolic site, linked to the martyrdom that many representatives, religious, and laity that have witnessed in recent years. Funeral services were held here as well for Fr. Ragheed Ghanni and three deacons, all of whom were murdered last year in Mossul (see Fides 4/6/2007), as well as the funerals of the three young men who accompanied Archbishop Rahho on the day of his kidnapping. The people will be under the protection of Iraqi and Kurd security forces, who will accompany the priests and Bishops coming from Kurdistan. 
“May the martyrdom of Archbishop Rahho be a grace for Iraq and a step towards reconciliation. May this blood serve to create peace, because it is the blood of a man without guile, a man of faith,” said Fr. Philip Najim, Chaldean Patriarchate of Baghdad. “We hope that this will increase the awareness of the international community, leading them to take action in stopping this trail of blood and the masses of people that leave the country in search of peace and a normal life.” “Archbishop Rahho has died,” he said, “but the Church in Iraq is alive and continues its mission. We pray for Iraq, for our faithful, and for the Iraqi people. We also pray for the government, that they may fulfill their responsibility in protecting citizens. We ask the All-Powerful God for peace in Iraq.”
Messages of condolences have arrived from all over the globe. Caritas Internationalis has denounced the event, with hopes that “the death of the Bishop may be an opportunity to place an end to the violence and bring peace to Iraq.” The association of Aid to the Church in Need, that supports Iraqi Christian communities, recalled “the great sacrifices and sufferings of the people,” and said that, “the Iraqi Church has once again received the blessing of the blood of a new martyr who, going beyond the terrible human loss, will certainly produce abundant fruits, because its hope is based on the One who never fails.” (PA) (Agenzia Fides 14/3/2008 righe 47, parole 597)

Life - AMERICA/BRAZIL - Bishops take a stance against use of embryonic cells in scientific investigation: “it is a living being that cannot be destroyed.”

Brasilia (Agenzia Fides) - At the close of their meeting for the Permanent Council, the Brazilian Bishops’ Conference (CNBB) has reaffirmed the Church’s position on the use of embryonic cells in scientific research, which does not mean to say that they are, “against science or progress, but rather in favor of life,” the President of the CNBB, Bishop Geraldo Lyrio Rocha, stated. The Bishops of the Permanent Council have announced that they will send a letter to the ministers of the Supreme Federal Court (STF), expressing the Church’s position and “offering our point of view as Brazilians, especially when it comes to a question such as this one, that goes beyond faiths, philosophical positions, ideologies, and political parties.” 

According to Bishop Lyrio, “taking a life to save another, is not the solution.” However, this does not mean that the Church is insensitive to people’s suffering, the President of the Brazilian Bishops noted. On the contrary, the Church “encourages scientists to continue their research for finding a cure to the illnesses, whose possible cure is yet unknown.” 

The Brazilian Bishops have announced that they will ask the STF to declare the article on the Law of Bio-security, that permits usage of embryos for scientific research and experiments, unconstitutional. “The Church is speaking up on this matter because it relates to a living being that cannot be destroyed.” Moreover, the Church defends human life from conception until natural death. This position has also been reiterated in the Fraternity Campaign this year, whose theme was: “Fraternity and defense of life” and its motto was: “So, choose life” (see Fides 6/2/2008).

The Bishops have also manifested their concern, in the meeting for the Permanent Council, at the increased population mobility. According to the statistics from the Population Mobility Sector of the CNBB, the immigrants are mostly young people. Moreover, many of the Hispano-American immigrants live in the country without documents, “often forced to work in subhuman conditions.” The Church is also concerned for the refugees living in Brazil, which now number around 35,000 people of 59 different nationalities, 30% of which are women.

The Bishops have also reflected on the upcoming elections. In the next scheduled General Assembly for the Bishops, to be held April 2-11 in Itaci, the Bishops will offer some guidelines for voters. One of the initiatives supported by the CNBB is the creation of Committees that fight against electoral corruption. (RG) (Agenzia Fides 5/3/2008 righe 32, parole 399)

Life - AMERICA/PERU - Celebration of Unborn Child Day: “the unalienable right to life of the human being is a natural law written deep in the heart of every man.”

Lima (Agenzia Fides) - The Peruvian Episcopal Conference’s Commission for the Family and Defense of Life invites all to join in celebrating, on March 25, Unborn Child Day, especially in our time, when “life is threatened in so many ways and the human being in its preliminary stages is deprived of the human rights that he too possesses, equally as much as a newborn baby.” 

With these factors in mind, the Commission published a Message entitled, “The Unborn Child: Just as Human as a Newborn,” in which they confirm the fact that this celebration “invites us to contemplate the time that every single man and woman has lived, prior to the day they opened their eyes to the created world.” The document also recalls the fact that technological advances have allowed us to “more closely come into contact and become more familiar with this child that is waiting to be born,” and thanks to science we are able to prove that the child yet to be born is, in fact, “a human being, just as much a member of the human race as a child that has already been born.” 

“The unborn child is not a matter of opinion, nor is it a fantasy or illusion,” the Message continues, “it holds all the weight of a reality that can not be ignored or hidden from human reason.” From there can be deduced the unalienable right to life of the unborn child: “it is not only a commandment of the Christian faith, but also a natural law written deep in the heart of every man and woman, valid for believers and agnostics alike.” 

Thus, the Commission makes an appeal to ask that people act in accord with these truths, treating “those children- embryos and fetus - according to their dignity.” This implies “saying ‘no’ to the lie of abortion, the falsity of in-vitro fertilization, and the despicable manipulation of embryos, because they imply the unavoidable death of a human being.” The Message concludes with a prayer invoking the protection of the Blessed Virgin Mary, “for all those little ones of our country who run the risk of never being born; and for ourselves, that we may be granted the grace to be faithful to the Truth and to the personal commitment to Life.”

The Commission for the Family and Defense of Life also asks that each diocese be creative in celebrating this day in honor of the unborn child. Among some of the initiatives include: working in collaboration with the Youth Ministry leaders, in support of young people and organizing a family march to a site where mothers and children can be consecrated to the Virgin and celebrate a Mass in conclusion, followed by a family encounter as a sign of joyful support for life and the family. (RG) (Agenzia Fides 11/3/2008 righe 34, parole 465)

Vocation - ASIA/HONG KONG - Vocational testimony from a lay consecrated woman: “Don’t wait! Don’t be afraid! Put out into the deep!”

Hong Kong (Agenzia Fides) - “The Lord attracted me toward Him in prayer, a prayer that placed a desire in me to be always with the Lord! Don’t wait! Don’t be afraid! Put out into the deep! When you are at peace, you experience a yearning desire to hear the Lord’s call.” These were the words of Li Xiu Chan, a member of the Community of the Society of the Apostles of Hong Kong. According to the Kong Ko Bao (the Chinese version of the diocesan bulletin), she has shared her vocational experience with young people in a prayer encounter that was held in the Parish of St. Andrew, organized by the Diocesan Vocations Committee, entitled: “Full of Grace.” In response to the question, “Why didn’t you become a nun?,” the lay consecrated woman explained that, “in my vocational discernment, I realized that consecrated life in a convent was not the path for me. I want to give testimony to my faith with my life as a lay woman. That is why I entered this community.” Over 40 young people participated in the encounter, in an atmosphere of communion, giving thanks to the Lord for the gift of lay consecrated life.

The Community of the Society of the Apostles, formed exclusively by lay consecrated women, is a community that collaborates and depends in its activity, directly from the Diocesan Bishop. These women have left aside the path of matrimony in order to dedicate themselves completely to the Lord. They do not have community life, as each is responsible for her own prayer and apostolate. They are the “yeast” of diocesan life. They are now over 3,000 members worldwide, working in 300 dioceses. The community of Hong Kong was started by Bishop Lorenzo Bianchi, missionary of

SUPER QUAESTIONES

VATICAN - Responses to questions proposed on the validity of Baptism

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) – On 29 February the Holy See Press Office issued a statement Responses to questions proposed on the validity of Baptism. Here is the statement

"The Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith

Responses to questions proposed on the validity of Baptism conferred with the formulas
«I baptize you in the name of the Creator, and of the Redeemer, and of the Sanctifier»
and «I baptize you in the name of the Creator, and of the Liberator, and of the Sustainer»

QUESTIONS

First question: Whether the Baptism conferred with the formulas «I baptize you in the name of the Creator, and of the Redeemer, and of the Sanctifier» and «I baptize you in the name of the Creator, and of the Liberator, and of the Sustainer» is valid?

Second question: Whether the persons baptized with those formulas have to be baptized in forma absoluta?

RESPONSES

To the first question: Negative.

To the second question: Affirmative.

The Supreme Pontiff Benedict XVI, at the Audience granted to the undersigned Cardinal Prefect of the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith, approved these Responses, adopted in the Ordinary Session of the Congregation, and ordered their publication.

Rome, from the Offices of the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith, February 1, 2008.

William Cardinal Levada Prefect + Angelo Amato, S.D.B. Titular Archbishop of Sila Secretary" (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 3/3/2008; righe 17, parole 192)
VATICAN - THE WORDS OF DOCTRINE by Rev. Nicola Bux and Rev Salvatore Vitiello 
'Idea of man' central to Catholic commitment in politics

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) - When two months ago an Italian Catholic weekly said that Catholics did not wish to be mortified within a political party, immediately one of them hastened to contradict; however recent events would appear to confirm what the periodical said. Certainly, the distinction made by the weekly was somewhat subtle for the majority to understand: there is no such thing as a Catholic politician or lay politician, but rather believers and non believers involved in politics. Therefore we would say more simply, that the Christian faith is authentic because it serves not to increase power but instead to stir conscience to delimit power and protect the powerless, the poor and the weak, said secular leader Vaclav Havel, who in 1989 became president of post-Communist Czechoslovakia. This means that Catholics involved in politics - like non believers - must propose the good or the goods to be shared to the conscience of citizens. This principle is valid at every latitude and for every political system.
Jesus said what is of Caesar must be given to Caesar and what is of God, must be given to God, so as to separate political power from divine power, in order to make room for freedom of conscience. It is this freedom which makes it impossible for “neutrality” to exist in politics. Politics, any choice of politics, is never neutral and can never be. But neither are laboratory tests absolutely neutral, especially those which “manipulate” life at its origin, since they presuppose an anthropology, a certain understanding of man, and have considerable influence on the lives of individuals. Legislative measures can never be detached from reality, or they will be useless,. Politics has always at its roots an idea of man and women, which demands to be concretised in precise and set political options.
This is why when faced with any political option one must always ask: “What idea of man have these persons in mind? and what concrete political measures do they propose to actuate this idea?”. Unfortunately too few persons in politics have the courage to propose anything clearly identifiable, especially at the level of an “idea of man”.
What is most concerning is the re-appearance, with dramatic regularity in the parliaments and government structures of many countries all over the world, of proposals which tend to “misrepresent by law” institutes of natural right, such as the family, or legitimate, by means of de-penalisation, what advocates of “aseptic knowledge” intend to make us “swallow” as “sweet death”. There are “nonnegotiable principles” such as the family, life and education, on which Catholics cannot compromise, whatever the case, whatever the reason; therefore they cannot be mortified by explicit attacks on what is most sacred, on the part of those who want to destroy the present social arrangement in order to fulfil desires which in reality are whims, or pursue dreams which are nightmares.
There is not only an “economic” revolution, there are many much more dangerous, creeping, ideological, revolutions which claim to re-introduce issues foreign to common sensitivity and which, fundamentally, reveal an idea of man totally ideological and removed from reality, as well as nature. If politics goes astray in this meandering, remember it is never up to Caesar to establish who man is! Men and women of goodwill, believers and non believers, are well aware of this: there exist “nonnegotiable principles” and to fight to defend them, is a sufficient reason to give significance to a whole lifetime. (Agenzia Fides 7/3/2008; righe 41, parole 595)

AMERICA/GUATEMALA - Interview with an Auxiliary Bishop of Guatemala City: the family, caring for the poor, sects, young people, Christian formation...among the main challenges that the Church is facing

Rome (Agenzia Fides) - Bishop Raul Martinez Paredes, Auxiliary Bishop of Guatemala City, has recently been in Rome for his “ad limina” visit. In an interview with Agenzia Fides, the Bishop explains the main challenges and difficulties the Church faces in Guatemala, as well as, the Church’s missionary life.

What are the main challenges that the Church is currently facing in Guatemala? 
One of the main challenges is caring for the poor, as there is a large number of people with very little resources that require a response and support, above all from the Church. Another great challenge for the Bishops is the numerous sects, as many are very aggressive in some places. In my opinion, this is one of the largest problems for the country today. 
In a pastoral level, one of the issues we consider as an important priority is the family. In fact, we have already begun to experience some difficulties and tough challenges in terms of the education being promoted by the government. It is an extremely aggressive education, especially on some themes such as reproductive health. Furthermore, it often does not take into account the rights of parents in educating their children. This is a tough challenge, and so we are seeing how we can face up to it. 

And the young people?
In Guatemala, we have a large number of young people, which implies a great wealth, however, which also implies a great responsibility that demands a response and attention from the Bishops. Guatemala is a nation of young people, with 65% of its citizens under the age of 18. The rate of population growth is high, although it has suffered a crisis in recent years, due to threats from the birth prevention politics and the widespread promotion of contraceptives. 
The Church in Guatemala is also very rich in vocations and in recent years, the number of vocations to the priesthood and religious life has experienced a rapid growth spurt. However, the challenge comes in trying to integrate these vocations and in whether they all persevere or not.
Another important challenge is Christian formation. In many places it is very difficult and we are unable to reach many areas for lack of pastoral workers. However, we have the great support from the catechists who offer their help in all the parishes of Guatemala.

How is the missionary life of the Church in Guatemala? How are they preparing for the CAM 3 and for the Great Continental Mission?

First of all, I have to say that CAM 2 was very successful in awakening the missionary conscience of the country, in all the parishes. Since then, some of the missionary groups for young people and the Missionary Childhood, which are both very active in the dioceses, saw an increase in participation. Many of them look forwards to doing missionary activity in the diocese near them or in parishes other than their own. All this has inspired a great enthusiasm. This has been the fruit of CAM 2: a great openness to the mission and an awareness of our responsibility for those near to and far from us. Regarding CAM 3, we could say that there is a lot of interest, although it is not as well-known yet. Perhaps we, as pastors, have not promoted it enough, but there is a great enthusiasm, especially among the youth, who motivate us as Bishops is taking up the initiative in this sense. 
The Bishops of Guatemala are also reflecting on the challenge to place in practice everything from Aparecida and the Great Continental Mission. It means placing concrete means for each diocese regarding the continental mission, in which we are called to be missionaries and apostles above all else. (RG) (Agenzia Fides 7/3/2008; righe 52, parole 619)

AMERICA/GUATEMALA - “The Church is trying to respond to the present needs, by supporting support of farmers, working in favor of women, and education”: Interview with the Pro-Vicar Apostolic of Peten
Rome (Agenzia Fides) - Fr. Ottavio Sassu, OP, Pro-Vicar Apostolic for the Vicariate of Peten, which depends from the Congregation for the Evangelization of Peoples, was in Rome for his recent “Ad Limina Apostolorum” visit (see Fides 7/3/2008). In an interview with Agenzia Fides, he presents an overview of the work of the Church in his Vicariate on both a social and ecclesial level. 
The Vicariate of Peten has an extension equivalent to a third of the entire country of Guatemala. Until about 40 years ago, Peten was a completely forgotten land...However, in the last 20-30 years, it has grown a great deal, due to immigration to this zone, especially by farmers who come in search of land. For this reason, much of Peten’s natural resources have been destroyed in the cutting-down of trees and the wood smuggling that has begun to evolve in its surrounding area. 
The main problems in Peten, according to Fr. Sassu, are drug trafficking and the problem of acquiring lands for farmers. There is also a problem with violence and organized crime that has increasingly grown and spread in the area, due to impunity and corruption. 
“As an Apostolic Vicariate, we try to respond to these challenges,” Fr. Ottavio said. “We place intense effort in the area of social promotion. One of the points in our pastoral plan, is to renew the hope in fighting for life in the various sectors of society that our critical to Peten. An example of this is the issue of the land, where we are working on two levels: on the one hand, seeking a certain security on legal terms..., and on the other, supporting legal land registration on a national level. Another important area is farming. There is no point in granting a farmer a land title, if he does not even have the necessary tools in order to use it, in order to work the land. That is why we are working on farming initiatives, to offer farmers necessary information and tools, etc. We also make an effort to confront the problem with land sales. Many times, however, after all the efforts and struggles to acquire the land, once the people have it in their possession - due to the lack of resources and from pressure placed on them by the estate land owners, they wind up selling their lands, which are used for other purposes. First, we try to convince them not to sell their lands and then we also try to offer them the support they need, so that they will not be forced to sell it. 
We also work in favor of women, as there is a generalized male chauvinist mentality not only in Peten, but in Guatemala as a whole. That is why we work to support women, to increase their awareness of their dignity and role, turning them into pioneers in their own progress and promotion. 
Another field we place a lot of emphasis on, is education; education in general and health education, as the government offers nothing in this respect. In health education, we have programs being run in almost all the parishes. This is all part of the response that we are trying to offer for the needs in our Vicariate. 
The Church there is very active and participative. We face the challenge of being a large area, with very few pastoral care workers to attend to all the needs that exist, although in recent years the number of priests has grown - mostly thanks to those who have come from outside the Vicariate. We currently have 22 priests, 6 of whom are native-Petenians, as well as a great number of religious, who are also a great support. As in all Guatemala, the work of the catechists is very important, as they are the backbone of the pastoral work in our diocese. In our Vicariate, anyways, they are fundamental. 
We also have the issue of the inculturation of the faith, thanks to our indigenous brethren. Half of the population is of Kekchi ethnic origin, a group that has grown in recent years due to the increase in emigration. 
On an ecclesial level, we try to live and share responsibilities among the religious, priests, and laity. We are a Church that works for communion, participation, and co-responsibility. (RG) (Agenzia Fides 11/3/2008 righe 52, parole 714)

VATICAN - The Holy See Press Office releases a communique on the Commission for the Church in China

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) - The Holy See Press Office released the following communique today: The Commission established by Pope Benedict XVI to study the most important questions concerning the life of the Church in China met in the Vatican from 10 to 12 March. 
The meeting had as its theme the Letter which the Holy Father sent to Chinese Catholics on 27 May 2007. Participants first examined the reaction to the pontifical document both inside and outside China. They reflected on the theological principles that inspired the Letter in order to comprehend the future prospects they bring for the Catholic community in China. In concrete terms, in the light of the papal text consideration was given to certain important aspects regarding the Church's mission as 'instrument of salvation' for the Chinese people: evangelisation in a world experiencing globalisation; the application, in China's current situation, of the Vatican Council II doctrine on the nature and structure of the Church; forgiveness and reconciliation within the Catholic community; the requirements of truth and charity; the government of dioceses, which has great relevance for pastoral activity and for the formation of priests, seminarians, religious and lay faithful. In line with the indications expressed by the Pope in His Letter, the will for a respectful and constructive dialogue with the authorities was reiterated. Finally, and still in the light of the pontifical document, the participants exchanged information and experiences concerning the life and activity of the Church in China. 
The meeting concluded with a meeting with the Holy Father. He listened to a brief report of the work accomplished over the three days and encouraged the participants to continue their commitment in favour of the Catholic community in China. He also mentioned the forthcoming event of 24 May, the Universal Day of Prayer for the Church in China. (SL) (Agenzia Fides 13/3/2008; righe 25, parole 303)

VATICAN - Islamic and Christian perspectives on the union between man and woman: study day

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) - The study day sponsored by the John Paul II Institute on Marriage and the Family concluded March 12, with a public colloquium on the Islamic and Christian perspectives on the union between man and woman. Presentations were given by Prof. Hmida Ennaifer of the University of Zeituna (Tunis, Tunisia) with the Islamic view, and Prof. Eduardo Ortiz of the University of San Vicente Martir (Valencia, Spain), with the Christian view. 
In his opening speech, Monsignor Livio Melina, President of the Pontifical Institute, explained that the event was a symbolic gesture and an intent for mutual understanding, which is among the initiatives for dialogue mentioned in the Letter from the 138 (which later numbered 216) Muslim Scholars to Pope Benedict XVI. This letter presupposes mutual esteem and openness to understanding the other, that is to say, a friendship, a mutual presentation and sincere search for a good life. And where can the basis for a good life be found, if it is not in the primordial relation between man and woman? 
In the Islam religion, Prof. Ennaifer said, the family is a matter that many believe has been over-studied and reflected upon, when in reality—especially in recent years—the family has been a very highly discussed and criticized topic. And in the Islam tradition, the family is the essential nucleus of civil life. This characteristic an existing common bond in the dialogue between the two great monotheistic religions. An Islamic marriage is a bilateral contract, however, with its strength based entirely upon a life-giving love. That is why divorce is one of the most abominable acts for Allah. There is no institution of more importance than the family. 
All current Islamic studies on the family tend to focus only one the absolute differences, especially in regards to the difference between the two genders and the supremacy of the man over the woman. The dichotomy exists, however in order to understand the concept of love and family in the Islamic world, we need not remain entrenched in the anomalies of our forefathers, but instead deepen our knowledge of our faith, and thus help build “an Islam directed towards peace and progress,” Prof. Ennaifer concluded.
The God of the Judeo-Christian tradition is a God who is not alone. Contrary to what it may seem, He is a “community” of individuals...“a love that unites the persons of the Triune communion,” Prof. Ennaifer explained. In Christian love, the gift of oneself takes center stage, following the example of the One who “having loved those who were His own in the world, loved them until the end” (Jn 13:1). The hope is that this love may remain firm and that it may play an authentic role in the family, because without the family, there is no social order nor common good. (PC) (Agenzia Fides 13/3/2008; righe 36, parole 470)

VATICAN - THE WORDS OF DOCTRINE by Rev Nicola Bux and Rev Salvatore Vitiello - Progress is not God

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) - One of the evidences of our time is humanity's continual thirst for progress. This thirst is continually and amply increased by the media which, with remarkable constancy, portray progress, whether scientific, economic or social, as the "supreme good" which resolves all evils.
We know this is a mistruth of modernity! As the Holy Father Pope Benedict XVI teaches in the encyclical Spe Salvi at paragraph 17, in modernity “hope […] acquires a new form. Now it is called: faith in progress. […]through the interplay of science and praxis[…]totally new discoveries will follow, a totally new world will emerge, the kingdom of man”. This kingdom tends progressively, precisely, to replace the Kingdom of God.
In this “thirst for progress” there is substantial ambiguity: it has something very positive and at the same time it holds within itself a radical threat.
In positive, in the continual longing for progress, there is an objective good: man is not a static being, he is a dynamic; he is unable to see his existence outside of history, understood as continual development both of self and society, and of positive sciences and technology. In a word we could say that the idea of “progress”, when exasperated, is none other than the human need for the infinite, the desire to conquer all limits, evil and ultimately, death. In this sense, progress, and above all the accompanying ideology of progress, reveal an essential human dimension: they say, although indirectly, that man is a being open to the infinite, to the Mystery and desires, continually, to overcome the limits imposed by the cosmos and by his own being. 
In negative, progress tends unjustly to take the place of God, assuming that central position in life and society, which belongs to God alone. Progress, if we look carefully, is expected to bring salvation, which only an infinite God and infinite Hope can offer.
If this position in recent decades has been objectively less rooted at the philosophical and social level, because international crises, terrorism and the difficulty to reach and maintain peace, render it objectively less sustainable, nevertheless it is still very present at the economic level. The economy is the place where progress triumphs and, it is to economic progress that societies risk having to sacrifice every other human value.
Economic progress is a relative not an absolute good, and in this sense, it is a means, rather than an end. Moreover, as every “human invention”, economy is limited and must set itself limits, even in progress or, as they say, in economic development or growth. A productive system which aims exclusively for “economic growth”, as the sole goal to pursue at any cost and with every means, is unthinkable. Economy is certainly an essential tool, which often succeeds in improving the living conditions and potential of individuals and societies, but its progress is not to be confused with salvation, progress is not God.
We must learn then to read the human heart, to discover what tensions really guide human behaviour, what are humanity's authentic needs and consequently, we must begin to imagine a society in which, also with a profound revision of life style through serious education, progress may once again be a means, never an end to which, with an act almost secularly religious, to “sacrifice”, everything else. (Agenzia Fides 14/3/2008; righe 40, parole 567)

VATICAN - “You heard it said, but I say to you…” - intervention by Michele Loconsole on Rabbi Jacob Neusner's defence of the Good Friday prayer “Oremus et pro Iudaeis”

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) - It is since last July, following the publication of Pope Benedict XVI's motu proprio Summorum Pontificum, that polemic among Jews and Catholics has resumed with regard to a new formula of the prayer found in the old Good Friday Rite, known as Oremus et pro Iudaeis. 
What are the reasons for the dispute? The old text in Latin invited those present to pray for the Jews “that our God and Lord will remove the veil from their hearts, so that they too may acknowledge our Lord Jesus Christ ”. The prayer continued as follows: “Almighty, eternal God, who dost not withhold thy mercy even from Jewish unbelief, heed the prayers we offer for the blindness of that people, that they may acknowledge the light of thy truth which is Christ, and be delivered from their darkness: through the same Lord Jesus Christ Our Lord, Amen”. This was the old text which the Pope recently changed to: “that our God and Lord may illuminate their hearts that they may acknowledge Jesus Christ, Saviour of all mankind ”; and the prayer to: “ Almighty and eternal God, whose desire it is that all men might be saved and come to the knowledge of truth, grant in your mercy that as the fullness of mankind enters into your Church, all Israel may be saved. Through Christ Our Lord. Amen”.
Why the change? According to the periodical La Civiltà Cattolica, “In the present spirit of dialogue and friendship between the Catholic Church and the Jewish people, the Pope deemed it right and opportune to make this change, to avoid any expression that might cause even the slightest offence or displeasure to the Jews”. In fact the words of the old formula which to many - both Jews and Catholics - seemed offensive, were especially 'unbelief' and 'blindness'. Both absent in the new formula. 
Thus, if we look closely, the new prayer for the Jews in the old Rite, rather than impoverish, enriches the sense of the prayer in the modern Rite. In an ever living liturgy like the Catholic liturgy, both Rites, old and modern, can exist side by side. A side by side existence which, in the future, could lead to one Roman Rite, using the best of both. A thought already expressed in 2003 by the then Cardinal Ratzinger, when he wrote a letter to a leading member of Lefebvre traditionalism, German philologist Heinz-Lothar Barth. 
Naturally, the new formula of the prayer is only valid for the old Rite, and therefore in the great majority of Catholic churches on Good Friday the prayed used was that of the Paul VI Missal of 1970, according to which, as we know, the prayer is that the Jewish people "the first to hear to word of God, may continue to grow in the love of his name and in faithfulness to his covenant”
If this is the Catholic position, what do the Jews say? While from Rabbinic world in Europe there came many fierce protests against the Pope's initiative, the American Jewish world showed itself to be far more reasonable. It is enough to mention Jacob Neusner, the Rabbi so often cited by Benedict XVI in his book “Jesus of Nazereth”. Neusner, with calm and correct reasoning affirmed that “Israel prays for the gentiles. So the other monotheistic religions, including the Catholic Church, have the right to do the same and no need feel offended. Any other attitude towards the gentiles would deny the latter access to the One God revealed to Israel in the Torah”. Catholic prayer demonstrates the same altruist spirit which characterises the faith of Judaism.
The Jewish prayer cited by Neusner is recited in the synagogue three times every day, not once a year like the Catholic prayer. The text is taken from the Authorised Daily Prayer Book of the United Hebrew Congregations of the British Empire (London, 1953), a volume which contains an English translation of a prayer for the conversion of the gentiles. In this text “Israel thanks God for having made it different from other nations and asks that the world may be brought to perfection when the whole of humanity will invoke the name of God kneeling down before Him”. The prayer which asks for the conversion “of all the impious of the earth” has a parallel in a part of the Eighteen Blessings which ask God to sweep away “the reign of arrogance”. In conclusion, when Israel gathers in prayer, it asks God to “illuminate the heart of the gentiles”. And concludes: “Jewish and Christian proselytising prayers have in common the same eschatological spirit and they keep the gates of salvation open for all men and women”. 
Perhaps this is why the Holy See Secretary of State, Cardinal Tarcisio Bertone was able to say recently in Baku (8 March 2008) that “the Catholic Church asks the Jews for reciprocity on questions which might cause friction between the two faiths, in particular with regard to the controversial Good Friday prayer for the Jews contained in the new Mass in Latin, since there are prayers on both sides which could or should be altered”. And probably referring to the statement by Neusner, he continued: “many Jews understand the real sense of the prayer, which, we stress, concerns one precise part of the Catholic world, which has been helped to take a great step forward, precisely with regard to the Jews and the old prayers”. This prayer, the Secretary of State concluded, concerns only a part of the Catholic world: it is not the great Good Friday prayer of the whole Catholic world. And explanations of certain illustrious Rabbis - he underlined - can take the edge off certain recent reactions”. (5 - to be continued) (Agenzia Fides 26/3/2008; righe 64, parole 908)
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