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AGENZIA DELLA CONGREGAZIONE PER L'EVANGELIZZAZIONE DEIPOPOLI




FIDES Service – 31 July 2007

FIDES SPECIAL FEATURE

Instrumentum mensis Iulii 

pro lectura Magisterii Summi Pontifici Benedicti XVI pro evangelizatione in terris missionum

Annus III – Numerus VII, Iulius A.D. MMVII

The month of July opened with the publication of an important document: the Motu proprio Summorum Pontificum with which the Holy Father, Pope Benedict XVI, granted the faithful who so desire, on the condition that they are gathered in a stable group and have the permission of the parish priest, to celebrate the Holy Eucharist using the Missal of St Pius V revised in 1962 by Pope John XXIII. Pope Benedict XVI writes that he decided to issue this new Motu Proprio to update that of 1988 in view of “coming to an interior reconciliation in the heart of the Church”. A glance at the past imposes an obligation today: “to make every effort to unable for all those who truly desire unity to remain in that unity or to attain it anew… There is no contradiction between the two editions of the Roman Missal”.

Important too was a Document issued by the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith, approved by Pope Benedict XVI, with the title "Responses to some questions regarding certain aspects of the Doctrine on the Church" which bears the date 29 June 2007 and was made public on 10 July. The Document intends to clarify "the authentic meaning of some ecclesiological expressions used by the Magisterium which are open to misunderstanding in the theological debate”, responding to five questions.

On 9 July the Holy Father departed for a short period of rest in the northern Italian mountain resort of Lorenzago di Cadore. “The mountain air will do me good - the Pope said at the Angelus on Sunday 8 July - and I will be free to dedicate more time to reflection and prayer. I hope everyone, especially those in greatest need, will be able to take a bit of vacation to restore their physical and spiritual energy and recover a healthy contact with nature. The mountains call to mind in particular the spirit's ascent towards the heavens, its uplifting towards the "high standard" of our humanity, which daily life unfortunately tends to debase”.

· SYNTHESIS INTERVENTUUM

1 July 2007 - Angelus

4 July 2007 – General Audience 

4 July 2007 – Appeal to young people to attend World Youth Day in Sydney 2008

7 July 2007 - Letter to the Catholic Bishops of the world to present a Motu proprio on the use of the Roman prior to the reform of 1970

7 July 2007 - Apostolic Letter in form Motu proprio, Summorum Pontificum on the use of Roman Liturgy prior to the Reform of 1970

8 July 2007 - Angelus

11 July 2007 - Authorisation of final document 5th General Conference of the Council of Bishops' Conferences of Latin America and the Caribbean with the wish that it may give “light and impulse for fruitful pastoral and evangelising work in the years to come"  

15 July 2007 - Angelus

20 July 2007 - Message for 23rd World Youth Day

22 July 2007 - Angelus

24 July 2007 – Meeting with the clergy of Belluno-Feltre and Treviso

29 July 2007 - Angelus
· VERBA PONTIFICIS

The Old Missal

War

Mission

Hostage Taking

Holidays

· INTERVENTUS SUPER QUAESTIONES

Mission - CELAM thanks enclosed religious for supporting 5th General Conference of the Council of Bishops' Conferences of Latin America and the Caribbean in Aparecida with their prayer: "continue to pray that the Church in Latin America and the Caribbean may heed the call to mission"  
Mission - Fr Benzoni re-confirmed  Superior general of the Xaverian Missionaries: “we must look at the new which is coming more than the old which is passing. The Church is young because the Spirit keeps her young. This is why I think we need not fear challenges ”

Mission - Cardinal Nicora, Papal Legate for the Papal Basilicas of Assisi, a month after the visit by Pope Benedict XVI: “The Pope reminded us that the ‘mystery’ of Francis can only be understood in Jesus and starting from Jesus”

Vatican City 
Hostage-taking - "It is time to put aside fear, indifference, selfishness which render us insensitive to the suffering of others ”: Colombian Bishops appeal against violence and hostage taking 

· QUAESTIONES

VATICAN - The Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith issues document "Responses to some questions regarding certain aspects of the Doctrine on the Church"

SYNTHESIS INTERVENTUUM

1 July 2007 - Angelus

VATICAN - “Those who belong to the truth will never be slaves of power, instead they will freely choose to serve others”: Pope Benedict XVI  at Angelus reflects on the theme “freedom and following Christ” - appeal for Colombia

Vatican City - In his midday Angelus reflection on Sunday 1 July, addressing thousands of visitors gathered in St Peter’s Square, Pope Benedict XVI took inspiration from the readings of the 13th Sunday in Ordinary Time, and dwelt on the theme of “Freedom and Following Christ”.

Jesus, we are told by St Luke the Evangelist turned decisively towards Jerusalem although he knew that death on the cross awaited him, “but in obedience to the will of the Father he offers himself out of love”. The Holy Father underlined: “It is in this obedience to the Father that Jesus achieves his own freedom as conscious choice motivated by love. Who is freer than the Almighty? However He did not live his freedom as arbitration  or dominion. He lived it as a service. In this way he ‘filled’ with content freedom which would have otherwise remained an ‘empty’ possibility to do or not do a certain thing. Like the very life of man, freedom draws sense from love”. 

Saint Paul the Apostle, writing to Christians in Galatia, says: “After all, brothers, you were called to be free; do not use your freedom as an opening for self-indulgence, but be servants to one another in love” (Gal 5,13). The Pope explained that: “living according to the flesh means giving way to the selfish inclinations of human nature. Living according to the Spirit instead means letting oneself be guided in intention and actions by the love of God given to us in Christ. Christian freedom is therefore anything but arbitrariness; it is following Christ in his gift of self even to the sacrifice of the Cross. It may appear a paradox, but the peak of his freedom, the Lord experienced on the cross, as the peak of love”. On Calvary some shouted to Jesus to come down from the cross but “He demonstrated his freedom as the Son precisely by staying on that gallows to fulfil to the end the merciful will of the Father. This experience has been shared by many other witnesses to the truth: men and women who demonstrated that they were free even in a prison cell and under the threat of torture. ‘The truth will make you free’. Those who belong to the truth will never be slaves to power, instead they will freely choose to serve others”.

After the Marian prayer the Pope expressed his grief for the tragic events in Colombia: “From Colombia comes the sad news of the barbarous murder of eleven regional members of parliament of the Valle del Cauca department, who had been held hostage by the Armed Revolutionary Forces of Colombia for five years. While I pray for the repose of the souls of the victims, I am close to their grieving families and to the beloved nation of Colombia, afflicted once again by fratricidal hatred. I renew my heartfelt appeal for an immediate cessation of kidnapping and return of their loved ones of all those who are still victims of this inadmissible form of violence. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 2/7/2007; righe 22, parole 310)

See the Pope’s address in various languages

http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/pontefici/pontefice.php?id=832

4 July 2007 – General Audience 

VATICAN - Saint Basil “was a man who truly lived contemplating Christ, a man of love for others. Filled with the hope and joy of the faith, Basil shows us how to be true Christians”: the Pope's teaching at the general audience 

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) – This week too Pope Benedict XVI's Wednesday audience on 4 July was in two parts, first in St Peter's and then in the Audience Hall. In St Peter's, addressing visitors from various parts of the world, the Pope said he hoped the visit to the tombs of the Apostles would strengthen their faith and he encouraged them to strive to "understand and accept ever more fully the love of God, source and reason of our true joy. We must bear witness to this love which changes life, above all to the most vulnerable and needy persons. Never forget that by spreading divine charity each of us can help build a world of more justice and solidarity.” 

In the Paul VI Hall the Pope gave his catechesis on the figure of Saint Basil, described in Byzantine liturgical texts, he said, as a "light of the Church". Basil “was a great bishop of the 4th century admired by the Church in the East and the West for his holiness of life, excellence of his doctrine and the harmonic blend of his speculative and practical gifts” the Pope said. Born in about the year 330 to a deeply Christian family, he studied with the best teachers in Athens and Constantinople. Dissatisfied with his worldly successes and attracted by Christ, he began to look to Him and listen to Him alone. With determination he dedicated himself to a monastic life in prayer, meditation of Sacred Scriptures and the writings of the Church Fathers and the practice of charity…he was ordained a priest and then in 370 Bishop of Caesarea, in present day Turkey”.

The Pope recalled that Basil “undertook intense pastoral, theological and literary activity”, achieving a balanced combination of care for souls and dedication to prayer and meditation in solitude. He fostered the foundation of many "fraternities" or communities of Christians consecrated to God which he visited frequently and encouraged to strive for a life of progressive perfection. “In actual fact Saint Basil created a special form of monasticism: not closed to the community of the local Church but open to it – Benedict XVI pointed out - . His monks were part of the local Church of which they were the driving nucleus that preceded the other faithful in discipleship of Christ not only in the faith, demonstrating fidelity to Him— love for Him — above all with works of charity. These monks, who ran schools and hospitals, were at the service of the poor and in this way they bore witness to Christian life in its completeness”. 


Exercising the ministry as Bishop of a vast diocese “Basil was constantly concerned about the difficult material conditions in which his people lived; he firmly denounced evils; he worked to help the poorest and most neglected people; he intervened with governors to alleviate the sufferings of the people, especially in times of calamity; he safeguarded the freedom of the Church, standing up to the powerful to defend the right to profess the truth faith. Basil bore witness to God who is love and charity, building a number of hospices for the needy, almost a city of mercy, which was named after him Basiliade. It was the model at the origin of modern hospitals for the care and treatment of the sick”. He was also a wise “liturgical reformer”: he left us a great Eucharistic prayer which bears his name, he gave a basic order to prayers and psalms, he led the people to know and love the psalms. “And so we see that liturgy, adoration and prayer go together with charity, they condition one another ” the Pope affirmed.


With zeal and courage Basil opposed heretics and those who did not accept the divinity of the Holy Spirit and this is why he is remembered as one of the great Fathers who formulated the doctrine on the Trinity. He also worked to heal divisions within the Church. “In 379 Basil, not yet fifty, consumed by work and ascesis, returned to God ” the Pope concluded. “He was a man who truly lived contemplating Christ, a man of love for others. Filled with the hope and joy of the faith, Basil shows us how to be true Christians ”. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 5/7/2007 – righe 48, parole 698)

See the Pope's teaching in different languages

http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/pontefici/pontefice.php?id=833
4 July 2007 – Appeal to young people to attend World Youth Day in Sydney 2008

VATICAN - Pope Benedict XVI encourages young people to prepare for World Youth Day in Sydney, Australia in 2008: “World Youth Day is much more than an event. It is a time of deep spiritual renewal, the fruits of which benefit the whole of society." 

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) – At the end of today's general audience, the Pope addressed young people who are currently preparing for the next World Youth Day (WYD), due to be held in July 2008 in Sydney, Australia. 
Speaking in English the Pope said “Dear Young People, One year from now we will meet at World Youth Day in Sydney! I want to encourage you to prepare well for this marvellous celebration of the faith, which will be spent in the company of your bishops, priests, Religious, youth leaders and one another. Enter fully into the life of your parishes and participate enthusiastically in diocesan events! In this way you will be equipped spiritually to experience new depths of understanding of all that we believe when we gather in Sydney next July.

"You will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you will be my witnesses to the ends of the earth" (Acts 1:8). As you know, these words of Jesus form the theme of World Youth Day 2008. How the Apostles felt upon hearing these words, we can only imagine, but their confusion was no doubt tempered with a sense of awe and of eager anticipation for the coming of the Spirit. United in prayer with Mary and the others gathered in the Upper Room (cf Acts 1:14), they experienced the true power of the Spirit, whose presence transforms uncertainty, fear, and division into purpose, hope and communion.

A sense of awe and eager anticipation also describes how we feel as we make preparations to meet in Sydney. For many of us, this will be a long journey. Yet Australia and its people evoke images of a warm welcome and wondrous beauty, of an ancient aboriginal history and a multitude of vibrant cities and communities. I know that already the ecclesial and government authorities, together with numerous young Australians, are working very hard to ensure an exceptional experience for us all. I offer them my heartfelt thanks.

World Youth Day is much more than an event. It is a time of deep spiritual renewal, the fruits of which benefit the whole of society. Young pilgrims are filled with the desire to pray, to be nourished by Word and Sacrament, to be transformed by the Holy Spirit, who illuminates the wonder of the human soul and shows the way to be "the image and instrument of the love which flows from Christ" (Deus Caritas Est, 33).

It is this love – Christ’s love – for which the world yearns. Thus you are called by so many to "be his witnesses". Some of you have friends with little real purpose in their lives, perhaps caught up in a futile search for endless new experiences. Bring them to World Youth Day too! In fact, I have noticed that against the tide of secularism many young people are rediscovering the satisfying quest for authentic beauty, goodness and truth. Through your witness you help them in their search for the Spirit of God. Be courageous in that witness! Strive to spread Christ’s guiding light, which gives purpose to all life, making lasting joy and happiness possible for everyone.

My dear young people, until we meet in Sydney, may the Lord protect you all. Let us entrust these preparations to Our Lady of the Southern Cross, Help of Christians. With her, let us pray: "Come Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of your faithful, and enkindle in them the fire of your love". (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 5/7/2007 – righe 40, parole 569)

See the Pope's address in various languages

http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/pontefici/pontefice.php?id=833
7 July 2007 - Letter to the Catholic Bishops of the world to present a Motu proprio on the use of the Roman prior to the reform of 1970

VATICAN - Pope Benedict XVI writes to Catholic Bishops of the world to present his new Motu proprio on the use of Roman Liturgy prior the 1970 Reform 

Vatican City – The Holy Father Pope Benedict XVI has written to the Catholic Bishops of the world to present his new Motu proprio Summorum Pontificum, made public on 7 July 2007 with regard to the Roman Liturgy. The Pope says in the Letter that “with great faith and hope ” he places the new document “fruit of much reflection, numerous consultations and prayer” in the hands of the Bishops. His Letter intends to dispel confusion caused by “news reports and judgements made without sufficient information” which provoked very divergent reactions ranging from "joyful acceptance to harsh opposition". In the Letter the Pope addresses to 'directly opposed fears'  with regard to the new Motu Proprio.


“In the first place, there is the fear that the document detracts from the authority of the Second Vatican Council, one of whose essential decisions – the liturgical reform – is being called into question. This fear is unfounded. In this regard, it must first be said that the Missal published by Paul VI and then republished in two subsequent editions by John Paul II, obviously is and continues to be the normal Form – the Forma ordinaria – of the Eucharistic Liturgy. The last version of the Missale Romanum prior to the Council, which was published with the authority of Pope John XXIII in 1962 and used during the Council, will now be able to be used as a Forma extraordinaria of the liturgical celebration. It is not appropriate to speak of these two versions of the Roman Missal as if they were “two Rites”. Rather, it is a matter of a twofold use of one and the same rite.” The Pope explains that the 1962 Missal “was never juridically abrogated and, consequently, in principle, was always permitted”.


“In the second place, the fear was expressed in discussions about the awaited Motu Proprio, that the possibility of a wider use of the 1962 Missal would lead to disarray or even divisions within parish communities. This fear also strikes me as quite unfounded. The use of the old Missal presupposes a certain degree of liturgical formation and some knowledge of the Latin language; neither of these is found very often. Already from these concrete presuppositions, it is clearly seen that the new Missal will certainly remain the ordinary Form of the Roman Rite, not only on account of the juridical norms, but also because of the actual situation of the communities of the faithful.”


Benedict XVI writes that he decided to issue this new Motu Proprio to update that of 1988 in view of “coming to an interior reconciliation in the heart of the Church”. A glance at the past imposes an obligation today: “to make every effort to unable for all those who truly desire unity to remain in that unity or to attain it anew… There is no contradiction between the two editions of the Roman Missal. In the history of the liturgy there is growth and progress, but no rupture. What earlier generations held as sacred, remains sacred and great for us too, and it cannot be all of a sudden entirely forbidden or even considered harmful. It behoves all of us to preserve the riches which have developed in the Church’s faith and prayer, and to give them their proper place. Needless to say, in order to experience full communion, the priests of the communities adhering to the former usage cannot, as a matter of principle, exclude celebrating according to the new books. The total exclusion of the new rite would not in fact be consistent with the recognition of its value and holiness”.


The Pope reassures his Brother Bishops that in no way does the new document lessen their own authority and responsibility: "nothing is taken away, then, from the authority of the Bishop, whose role remains that of being watchful that all is done in peace and serenity". Each Bishop is the “moderator of the liturgy in his own Diocese ”. This is why the Pope asks the Bishops to send to the Holy See an account of their experiences, "three years after this Motu Proprio has taken effect. If truly serious difficulties come to light, ways to remedy them can be sought”. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 9/7/2007: righe 47,  parole 660) 

See the Pope's Letter in different languages

http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/pontefici/pontefice.php?id=836
7 July 2007 - Apostolic Letter in form Motu proprio, Summorum Pontificum on the use of Roman Liturgy prior to the Reform of 1970
VATICAN - Pope Benedict XVI issues Apostolic Letter in the form of a Motu proprio Summorum Pontificum on the use of Roman Liturgy prior to the 1970 Reform

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) – Made public on 7 July 2007 an Apostolic Letter in the form of a  Motu proprio of the Holy Father Pope Benedict XVI in Latin with the title Summorum Pontificum, on the use of the Roman Liturgy prior to the Liturgical Reform undertaken in 1970.


In the document the Pope recalls that the Supreme Pontiffs have always been concerned that the Church of Christ should worship the Divine Majesty in a worthy manner, “for the praise and glory of His Name” and “for the good of all His Church”. Among Pontiffs who have displayed such care there excels the name of Saint Gregory the Great, who saw to the transmission to the new peoples of Europe both of the Catholic faith and of the treasures of worship and culture accumulated by the Romans in preceding centuries." However, in order that the Sacred Liturgy might more efficaciously absolve its task, several others among the Roman Pontiffs in the course of the centuries have brought to bear particular concern, among whom Saint Pius V is eminent, who with great pastoral zeal, at the exhortation of the Council of Trent, renewed the worship of the whole Church, ensuring the publishing of liturgical books amended and “restored according to the norm of the Fathers” and put them into use in the Latin Church.

Outstanding efforts in the field of the Liturgy must also be attributed to Clement VIII, Urban VIII, Saint Pius X, Benedict XV, Pius XII and Blessed John XXIII. In more recent times, however, the Second Vatican Council expressed the desire that with due respect and reverence for divine worship it be restored and adapted to the needs of our age. Prompted by this desire, our Predecessor the Supreme Pontiff Paul VI in 1970 approved for the Latin Church liturgical books restored and partly renewed, and that throughout the world translated into many vernacular languages, have been welcomed by the Bishops and by the priests and faithful. John Paul II revised the third typical edition of the Roman Missal.


The Motu proprio continues: "However in some regions not a small number of the faithful have been and remain attached with such great love and affection to the previous liturgical forms, which had profoundly imbued their culture and spirit, that the Supreme Pontiff John Paul II, prompted by pastoral concern for these faithful, in 1984 by means of a special Indult Quattuor abhinc annos, drawn up by the Congregation for Divine Worship, granted the faculty to use the Roman Missal published by John XXIII in 1962; while in 1988 John Paul II once again, by means of the Motu Proprio Ecclesia Dei, exhorted the Bishops to make wide and generous use of this faculty in favour of all the faithful requesting it”. Then Pope Benedict XVI having pondered at length the pressing requests of the faithful, having also heard the Fathers of the Consistory of Cardinals held on 23 March 2006, decided to issue this Motu proprio Summorum Pontificum with a series of indications. 


Article 1 of the 12 articles affirms: “The Roman Missal promulgated by Paul VI is to be regarded as the ordinary expression of the law of prayer (lex orandi) of the Catholic Church of Latin Rite, while the Roman Missal promulgated by St Pius V and published again by Blessed John XXIII as the extraordinary expression of the law of prayer (lex orandi) and on account of its venerable and ancient use let it enjoy due honour. These two expressions of the law of prayer (lex orandi) of the Church in no way lead to a division in the law of prayer (lex orandi) of the Church, for they are two uses of the one Roman Rite.".


In Masses celebrated without the people, any priest of Latin rite, whether secular or religious, can use the Roman Missal published by Pope Blessed John XXIII in 1962 or the Roman Missal promulgated by the Supreme Pontiff Paul VI in 1970, on any day except in the Sacred Triduum. For celebration in accordance with one or the other Missal, a priest needs no special permission, either from the Apostolic See or his own Ordinary. With due observance of law, even Christ’s faithful who spontaneously request it, may be admitted to celebrations of Holy Mass mentioned above.

If Communities or Institutes of Consecrated Life or Societies of Apostolic Life of either pontifical or diocesan rite desire to have a celebration of Holy Mass in accordance with the edition of the Roman Missal promulgated in 1962 in the conventual or “community” celebration in their own oratories, this is allowed. 


“In parishes where a group of faithful attached to the previous liturgical tradition exists stably, let the parish priest willingly accede to their requests for the celebration of the Holy Mass according to the rite of the Roman Missal published in 1962. Let him see to it that the good of these faithful be harmoniously reconciled with ordinary pastoral care of the parish, under the governance of the Bishop according to canon 392, avoiding discord and fostering the unity of the whole Church". 


In Masses celebrated with the people according to the Missal of Blessed John XXIII, the Readings can be proclaimed even in the vernacular, using editions that have received the recognitio of the Apostolic See.


Likewise a parish priest may, all things duly considered, grant permission to use the older ritual in administering the Sacraments of Baptism, Matrimony, Penance and the Anointing of the Sick, as the good of souls may suggest. Ordinaries are granted the faculty to celebrate the sacrament of Confirmation using the former Roman Pontifical, as the good of souls may suggest.. It is lawful for clerics in holy orders to use even the Roman Breviary promulgated by Blessed John XXIII in 1962.


Among other indications the Motu proprio states that "Where some group of lay faithful, mentioned in art. 5§1 does not obtain what it requests from the parish priest, it should inform the diocesan Bishop of the fact. The Bishop is earnestly requested to grant their desire. If he cannot provide for this kind of celebration, let the matter be referred to the Pontifical Commission Ecclesia Dei instituted by Pope John Paul II in 1988, which should give advice and help. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 9/7/2007: righe 57,  parole  790) 

See Motu proprio in Latin

http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/pontefici/pontefice.php?id=837
8 July 2007 - Angelus

VATICAN - At the Angelus prayer Pope Benedict XVI  says “May this Gospel awaken in all the baptised an awareness of being missionaries of Christ, called to prepare the way for Him with words and with the witness of their lives” and he announces his departure for a period of rest in the mountains 

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) – Before leading the recitation of the Angelus on Sunday 8 July, the Holy Father Pope Benedict XVI reflected on the Sunday Gospel narrated by St Luke about the time when Jesus sent seventy two disciples ahead of them to the villages He was to visit to prepare the way. 


The Pope said St Luke “emphasises that mission is not just for the twelve apostles it is for all the disciples. There is work for everyone in God's field. However Christ does not only send his missionaries he gives them clear and detailed rules for behaviour. "But Christ," the Holy Father added, "does not limit Himself to sending them out, He also gives the missionaries clear and precise rules of behaviour. ... He sends them 'in pairs,' that they may help one another and provide a testimony of fraternal love. He warns them that they will be 'like lambs in the midst of wolves,' in other words they will have to be peaceful in the face of everything and bring a message of peace in all situations. They cannot carry clothing or money, but must live from what Providence provides. They must cure the sick as a sign of God's mercy. Where they are rejected they must leave, limiting themselves to warning people about the responsibility of refusing the Kingdom of God. May this Gospel awaken in all the baptised an awareness of being missionaries of Christ, called to prepare the way for Him with words and with the witness of their lives!"


The Holy Father announced that he was going for a period of rest in the mountains in northern Italy in Lorenzago di Cadore, as  guest of the Bishop of Treviso. In the same house where John Paul II stayed a number of times. “The mountain air will do me good – the Pope said - and I will have more time for reflection and prayer. I hope everyone, especially those who feel the most need, will be able spend some time on holiday to temper physical and spiritual energies and enjoy salubrious contact with nature. The mountains, especially, uplift the spirit to towards ‘loftiness' of our humanity which unfortunately day-to-day living tends to diminish”. 


Benedict recalled in this regard an Italian youth pilgrimage to Cross on Mount Adamello and he invited young Italians to be in Loreto on 1 and 2 September. “May the Blessed Virgin Mary protect us when we are on mission and when we rest, that we may work joyfully and fruitfully in the Lord's vineyard” the Pope concluded before leading the Angelus prayer. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 9/7/2007; righe 31, parole 467)

See the Pope address

http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/pontefici/pontefice.php?id=835
11 July 2007 - Authorisation of final document 5th General Conference of the Council of Bishops' Conferences of Latin America and the Caribbean with the wish that it may give “light and impulse for fruitful pastoral and evangelising work in the years to come"  

VATICAN - The Holy Father Pope Benedict XVI authorises final document 5th General Conference of the Council of Bishops' Conferences of Latin America and the Caribbean in Aparecida which he hopes will offer “light and impulse for fruitful pastoral and evangelising work in the years to come"  

  Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) - Made public today was a Letter from Benedict XVI to bishops of Latin America and the Caribbean, in which he authorises the publication of the final document of the Fifth General Conference of the Bishops' Conferences of Latin America and the Caribbean (CELAM). On May 13, during the course of his apostolic trip to Brazil, the Pope inaugurated the conference at the Brazilian shrine of Aparecida. The Letter is addressed to “Brother Bishops of Latin America and the Caribbean”. The Final Document was presented to the Holy Father for approval on 11 June by the three presidents of the 5th General Conference of the Council of Bishops' Conferences of Latin America and the Caribbean in Aparecida received in audience (see Fides 12/6/2007).  

In his Letter, the Pope calls for the final document "to be light and impulse for fruitful pastoral and evangelising work in the years to come," observing that the text contains "many useful pastoral indications motivated with rich reflections in the light of the faith and of the current social situation. "Among them," the Pope adds, "I read with particular appreciation the exhortation for priority to be given, in pastoral programs, to the Eucharist and the sanctification of the Day of the Lord, as well as the expressed wish to strengthen the Christian formation of the faithful in general and of pastoral workers in particular. In this context I was happy to learn of the desire to create a 'Continental Mission,' which Bishops' conferences and dioceses are all called to study and put into effect, channelling all their vital energies to this end.”. The Letter concludes invoking the protection of Our Lady of Aparecida, Patroness of Brazil and Our Lady of Guadalupe, Patroness of America and Star of Evangelisation.  (RG) (Agenzia Fides 11/7/2007; righe 24, parole 341)    

See the Pope's Letter in Spanish

http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/pontefici/pontefice.php?id=838
See CELAM 5 final document in Spanish  

http://www.celam.info/download/Documento_Conclusivo_Aparecida.pdf
15 July 2007 - Angelus

VATICAN - Pope Benedict XVI  leads recitation of the Angelus prayer from his holiday home in the mountains: “ Every good Christian knows that holidays are an opportunity to rest the body and nourish the spirit with more time for prayer and meditation ” – and he invites young people to take part in World Youth Day in Sydney 2008

Lorenzago di Cadore (Agenzia Fides) – “I thank the Lord for making it possible for me to spend once again this year a few days of rest in the mountains, and I am grateful for the welcomed given to me here in Lorenzago, in this inspiring panorama with the mountain peaks of Cadore in the background, and where my beloved Predecessor John Paul II came often.” With these words the Holy Father, Pope Benedict XVI  addressed several hundred people gathered for the recitation of the Angelus prayer on Sunday 15 June  at the Mirabello Castle in Lorenzago di Cadore, in the Dolomites of Belluno, not far from the mountain chalet where the Pope is staying until the end of July. 


The Holy Father, before leading the recitation of the Marian prayer reflected on the beauty of creation and the pleasure of holidays: “Seeing this spectacle of fields, woods, views reaching to the sky, there rises spontaneously a desire to praise God for the wonders he has worked, and our admiration for the beauty of nature easily becomes prayer. Every good Christian knows – the Pope continued - that holidays are an opportunity to rest the body and nourish the spirit with more time for prayer and meditation in order to deepen our personal friendship with Christ and conform ourselves to his teachings ever more perfectly.”


Referring to the Sunday Gospel on the Good Samaritan (cfr Lk 10,25-37), the Pope the parable introduces the “heart of the Gospel's message: love for God and love of neighbour… To love, Jesus says, is to behave like the good Samaritan. We know well that the Good Shepherd par excellence is Jesus himself: although he was God he did not hesitate to lower himself, becoming man and giving his life for us. Love therefore is the ‘heart’ of the life of the Christian; in fact only love, poured into our hearts by the Holy Spirit, renders us witnesses of Christ”.

Pope Benedict XVI then announced the release on 20 July of his Message for the 23rd World Youth Day with the theme: "Your will receive the power of the spirit and you will be my witnesses"(Acts 1,8). The Pope encouraged young people to prepare well for the great Church event to be held in Sydney, Australia this time next year: “The Christian communities of that beloved nation are working hard to welcome you and I am very grateful for all they are doing. Let us entrust to Mary, whom tomorrow we will invoke as Our Lady of Mount Carmel, the preparation and celebration of World Youth Day, a meeting of young people from all over the world. I encourage as many as possible of you to take part.” (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 16/7/2007 – righe 31, parole 444)

See the Pope's address

http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/pontefici/pontefice.php?id=839
20 July 2007 - Message for 23rd World Youth Day

VATICAN - Pope Benedict XVI's Message for 23rd World Youth Day: “you must be holy and you must be missionaries since we can never separate holiness from missio… Be prepared to put your life on the line in order to enlighten the world with the truth of Christ; to respond with love to hatred and disregard for life; to proclaim the hope of the risen Christ in every corner of the earth.”

Lorenzago (Agenzia Fides) - In view of the 23rd World Youth Day in Sydney, Australia from 15 - 20 July 2008 on the theme: “ You will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you will be my witnesses” (Acts 1,8), the Holy Father Pope Benedict XVI  addressed a message to the young people of the world. The Pope starts by recalling that the “ underlying theme of the spiritual preparation for our meeting in Sydney is the Holy Spirit and mission ”.


In his Message signed in the northern Italian mountain town of Lorenzago on 20 July 2007, the Pope says preparation for the Day must be spiritual and he encourage the young people to reflect in the next twelve months on the “the Spirit of Fortitude and Witness that gives us the courage to live according to the Gospel and to proclaim it boldly”… he spurs on young people “never forget that the Church, in fact humanity itself, all the people around you now and those who await you in the future, expect much from you young people, because you have within you the supreme gift of the Father, the Spirit of Jesus.”.

The Pope then summaries the salient points of the “promise of the Holy Spirit in the Bible”: “The outpouring of the Holy Spirit on the nascent Church was the fulfilment of a promise made much earlier by God, announced and prepared throughout the Old Testament.”. Pentecost represents “the point of departure for the Church’s mission”: it renewed the Apostles from within “these frightened fishermen had become courageous heralds of the Gospel…Nothing could stop them. To those who tried to silence them they replied: “We cannot keep from speaking about what we have seen and heard” (Acts 4:20). This is how the Church was born, and from the day of Pentecost she has not ceased to spread the Good News “to the ends of the earth’.”

To understand the Church’s mission the Holy Father returns to the Upper Room where the disciples persevered in prayer with Mary the “Mother”, of Jesus awaiting the promised Spirit. “ This icon of the nascent Church should be a constant source of inspiration for every Christian community.–Benedict XVI states -. Apostolic and missionary fruitfulness is not principally due to programmes and pastoral methods that are cleverly drawn up and “efficient”, but is the result of the community’s constant prayer (cf. Evangelii Nuntiandi, 75). Moreover, for the mission to be effective, communities must be united, that is, they must be “of one heart and soul” (cf. Acts 4:32), and they must be ready to witness to the love and joy that the Holy Spirit instils in the hearts of the faithful”. The Pope underlines that “the Holy Spirit is the highest gift of God to humankind, and therefore the supreme testimony of his love for us, a love that is specifically expressed as the “yes to life” that God wills for each of his creatures. This “yes to life” finds its fullness in Jesus of Nazareth and in his victory over evil by means of the redemption”. precisely because of the Spirit, cannot be reduced to a mere statement of fact, for it is intended to be “good news for the poor, release for captives, sight for the blind.... With what great vitality this was seen on the day of Pentecost, as it became the grace and the task of the Church towards the world, her primary mission!” The Pope continues: “ We carry within us the seal of the Father’s love in Jesus Christ which is the Holy Spirit. Let us never forget this, because the Spirit of the Lord always remembers every individual, and wishes, particularly through you young people, to stir up the wind and fire of a new Pentecost in the world.”.


In the paragraph on the Holy Spirit the “Teacher of the interior life”, Pope Benedict XVI    recalls that the Holy Spirit continues to work in the Church…“ the fruits of the Spirit are abundant in the measure in which we are ready to open up to this power that makes all things new. However, at this point a question naturally arises: who is the Holy Spirit for me? It is a fact that for many Christians He is still the “great unknown”. This is why, as we prepare for the next World Youth Day, I wanted to invite you to come to know the Holy Spirit more deeply at a personal level. … Nevertheless, it is not enough to know the Spirit; we must welcome Him as the guide of our souls, as the “Teacher of the interior life” who introduces us to the Mystery of the Trinity, because He alone can open us up to faith and allow us to live it each day to the full. The Spirit impels us forward towards others, enkindles in us the fire of love, makes us missionaries of God’s charity.”.

The Pope then recalls that the Sacraments are channels of renewal from within particularly the Sacraments of Christian Initiation: Baptism, Confirmation, the Eucharist through which the “the Holy Spirit makes us children of the Father, brothers and sisters of Jesus, members of his Church, capable of a true witness to the Gospel, and able to savour the joy of faith.” Pope Benedict XVI urges young people to “rediscover the sacrament of Confirmation and its important place in our spiritual growth”. This sacrament of Confirmation “gives us special strength to witness to and glorify God with our whole lives (cf. Rom 12:1). It makes us intimately aware of our belonging to the Church, the “Body of Christ”, of which we are all living members, in solidarity with one another”. To in the Christian life it is necessary to be nourish one’s self with the Body and Blood of Christ. “Source and Summit” of the life of the Church, the Eucharist is a “perpetual Pentecost “, since “ every time we celebrate Mass we receive the Holy Spirit who unites us more deeply with Christ and transforms us into Him… whenever our strength is not enough, it is the Holy Spirit who transforms us, filling us with his strength and making us witnesses suffused by the missionary fervour of the risen Christ”.


In the 7th paragraph of his Message the Pope dwells on the “necessity and urgency of mission”. Aware that young people today are filled with apprehension and raise many questions about their future Benedict XVI recalls that “ only Christ can fulfil the most intimate aspirations that are in the heart of each person…Through the power of his Spirit he instils divine charity within us, and this makes us capable of loving our neighbour and ready to be of service. The Holy Spirit enlightens us, revealing Christ crucified and risen, and shows us how to become more like Him so that we can be “the image and instrument of the love which flows from Christ” (Deus Caritas Est, 33). Those who allow themselves to be led by the Spirit understand that placing oneself at the service of the Gospel is not an optional extra, because they are aware of the urgency of transmitting this Good News to others”. Like his immediate Predecessor, Pope Benedict XVI affirms “to proclaim the Gospel and bear witness to the faith is more necessary than ever today (cf. Redemptoris Missio, 1). There are those who think that to present the precious treasure of faith to people who do not share it means being intolerant towards them, but this is not the case, because to present Christ is not to impose Him (cf. Evangelii Nuntiandi, 80). Moreover, two thousand years ago twelve Apostles gave their lives to make Christ known and loved. Throughout the centuries since then, the Gospel has continued to spread by means of men and women inspired by that same missionary fervour. Today too there is a need for disciples of Christ who give unstintingly of their time and energy to serve the Gospel. There is a need for young people who will allow God’s love to burn within them and who will respond generously to his urgent call, just as many young blessed and saints did in the past and also in more recent times. In particular, I assure you that the Spirit of Jesus today is inviting you young people to be bearers of the good news of Jesus to your contemporaries. The difficulty that adults undoubtedly find in approaching the sphere of youth in a comprehensible and convincing way could be a sign with which the Spirit is urging you young people to take this task upon yourselves. You know the ideals, the language, and also the wounds, the expectations, and at the same time the desire for goodness felt by your contemporaries. This opens up the vast world of young people’s emotions, work, education, expectations, and suffering ... Each one of you must have the courage to promise the Holy Spirit that you will bring one young person to Jesus Christ in the way you consider best, knowing how to “give an explanation to anyone who asks you for a reason for your hope, but [to] do it with gentleness and reverence” (cf. 1 Pet 3:15)… In order to achieve this goal, my dear friends, you must be holy and you must be missionaries since we can never separate holiness from mission (cf. Redemptoris Missio, 90). Do not be afraid to become holy missionaries like Saint Francis Xavier who travelled through the Far East proclaiming the Good News until every ounce of his strength was used up, or like Saint Thérèse of the Child Jesus who was a missionary even though she never left the Carmelite convent. Both of these are “Patrons of the Missions”. Be prepared to put your life on the line in order to enlighten the world with the truth of Christ; to respond with love to hatred and disregard for life; to proclaim the hope of the risen Christ in every corner of the earth.”


Pope Benedict XVI  concludes his Message urging young people to come in great numbers to the 23rd World Youth Day in Sydney in July, which, he says  “will be a providential opportunity to experience the fullness of the Holy Spirit’s power… I invite you to give time to prayer and to your spiritual formation during this last stage of the journey leading to the XXIII World Youth Day, so that in Sydney you will be able to renew the promises made at your Baptism and Confirmation. Together we shall invoke the Holy Spirit, confidently asking God for the gift of a new Pentecost for the Church and for humanity in the third millennium.”. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 26/7/2007; righe 90, parole 1.322)

See Papal Message official English version

http://www.vatican.va/holy_father/benedict_xvi/messages/youth/documents/hf_ben-xvi_mes_20070720_youth_en.html
22 July 2007 - Angelus

VATICAN - Benedict XVI leads Angelus prayer from Cadore mountains: “From this place of peace… I renew my appeal to pursue with tenacity the path of rights, to refuse with determination the arms race, to reject more in general the temptation to face new situations with old systems

Lorenzago di Cadore (Agenzia Fides) – Before leading the recitation of midday Angelus prayer from the northern Italian mountain town of Cadore, where is spending a brief period of rest, the Holy Father Pope Benedict XVI,  reflected on the drama of human freedom. “The beauty of God reminds us - the Pope said - that we are put on this Earth, this 'garden' by God to 'cultivate and protect it. If people lived in peace with God and among themselves, the Earth would truly resemble ‘paradise’. Unfortunately sin spoilt this divine plan generating division and bringing death into the world. This is why men give way to the temptations of the Evil One and make war on one another. The consequence is that here on the earth, in this wonderful 'garden' we see parts of 'hell'.”


Pope Benedict XVI then said that “war and its wake of grief and destruction, has always been rightly considered a calamity contrary to the plan of God” and he recalled a significant anniversary: on 1 August 1917 Pope Benedict XV addressed his famous “Message to the warring parties”, begging them to stop the First World War. The Pope had the courage to warn that it would be a "pointless carnage". “Those words, 'senseless slaughter', were of prophetic and broader value – Pope Benedict XVI explained -, and can be applied to many others conflicts which cut short countless human lives”. The Holy Father underlined the necessity “to remember the negative experiences which our fathers sadly suffered, so as not to repeat them” and he recalled that the message issued by Pope Benedict XV also suggested “paths for building a fair and lasting peace … The Holy See's suggestion was oriented towards the future of Europe and the world, according to a project of Christian inspiration, but which could be shared by all since it was founded on the rights of peoples. This same line was followed by the Servants of God Paul VI and John Paul II in their memorable discourses in front of the United Nations Assembly repeating in the name of the Church: ‘Never again war!’. From this place of peace, where the unacceptability of the horrors of 'pointless slaughters' even is more keenly felt, I renew my appeal to pursue with tenacity the path of rights, to reject with determination the arms race, to refuse more in general the temptation to face new situations  with old systems.”

After the Marian prayer the Pope thanked the people and civil authorities of Lorenzago for their hospitality. He greeted the bishops present, the Patriarch of Venice Cardinal Angelo Scola, the Bishop of Hong Kong, Cardinal Joseph Zen Ze-kiun, the president of the Italian Bishops' Conference Angelo Bagnasco, Bishop Giuseppe Andrich of Belluno-Feltre, Bishop Andrea Bruno Mazzocato of Treviso and also representatives of lay and youth associations. His closing greeting was for the brother of the Servant of God Pope John Paul I,  Mr Edoardo Luciani. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 23/7/2007 – righe 35, parole 512)

See the Pope's address

http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/pontefici/pontefice.php?id=841
24 July 2007 – Meeting with the clergy of Belluno-Feltre and Treviso

VATICAN - During Benedict XVI's meeting with the clergy of Belluno-Feltre and Treviso, with regard to the 50th anniversary of the Fidei donum encyclical, the Pope said “Reciprocity is always very important and precisely the experience that we are Church sent to the world and we all know and love one another is most necessary and is also the power behind our proclamation” 

Auronzo di Cadore (Agenzia Fides) – In the morning of Tuesday 24 July Pope Benedict XVI   went to the church of Santa Giustina Martire ad Auronzo in Cadore, to address the clergy of Belluno-Feltre and Treviso, accompanied by the respective bishops. After a moment of prayer the Pope replied to ten questions posed by ten of the priests present on a variety of pastoral issues: formation of the consciences of the younger generations, the priorities of the priestly ministry, evangelisation of non Christian immigrants, the situation of divorced Catholics who re-marry or live together, how to help young people appreciate the value of life, how to bring God to the world of today, the pastoral needs determined by a shortage of priests, the great legacy of the Second Vatican Council.


One priest, recalling the 50th anniversary of the Fidei donum encyclical, posed the following question.


Question: Your Holiness my name is Fr Saverio and so my question is about missionary activity. This year is the 50th anniversary of the Encyclical Fidei donum. Taking up the call of the Pope many priests in our dioceses including myself have lived or are living an experience of mission ad gentes. A marvellous experience and in my humble opinion it could be lived by many priests in the vision of sharing among sister Churches. Given the shortage of priests in our countries, is the Encyclical still relevant today and with what spirit should it be taken up and lived by the priests who are sent and by the sending diocese? Thank you.


The Pope's answer: Thank you. First of all I would like to thank all fidei donum priests and their dioceses. Now, as I have said on other occasions, I receive  many Bishops on ad limina visits from Asia, Africa and Latin America and they all say: "We have such great need of fidei donum priests and we are so grateful for what they do, making present often in very difficult situations the Catholicity of the Church, the visibility of the fact that we are one great universal communion, and a love of the distant neighbour who has come close in the situation of the fidei donum priest. This great gift which has been given in these 50 years I have seen and heard in all my conversations with priests who say "do not think we Africans are now self-supporting; we still need the visibility of the great communion of the universal Church". 


I would say that we all need this visibility of being Catholics, of a love of neighbour which comes from afar to reaches the neighbour. Today the situation has changed, in the sense that in Europe too we receive priests from Africa and Latin America and even other parts of Europe itself and this allows us to see the beauty of this sharing of gifts, this giving to one another, because we all need each other: this is how the Body of Christ grows. To put it briefly I would say that this gift was and is a great gift which the Church acknowledges as such: in many situations which I cannot describe here in which there are social problems, problems of development, announcement of the faith, problems of isolation, need of the presence of others, these priests are a gift in whom the dioceses and the particular Churches recognise the presence of Christ who gives Himself for us and at the same time they realise that eucharistic Communion is not only supernatural communion it becomes concrete communion in this act of giving by diocesan priests present in other dioceses and that the Particular Church, becomes truly a network of love. 


I thank all those who offer this gift. I warmly encourage bishops and priest to continue to offer this gift. I am aware that today with the shortage of vocations in Europe this gift is ever more difficult to offer; but we have the experience of other continents, such as India and Africa especially, offering us their priests. Reciprocity is always very important and precisely the experience that we are Church sent to the world and we all know and love one another is most necessary and is also the power behind our proclamation. It renders visible the mustard seed which bears fruit and again and again grows into a great tree in which the birds of the sky find rest. Thank you and take courage. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 26/7/2007; righe 51, parole 726)

See the other questions and answers in Italian 

http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/pontefici/pontefice.php?id=842
http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/pontefici/pontefice.php?id=842
29 July 2007 - Angelus

VATICAN - Benedict XVI at the Angelus reaffirms the need “to encourage non-proliferation of nuclear arms, to promote a progressive and agreed upon nuclear disarmament and to support the use of peaceful and safe nuclear technology for authentic development”

Castel Gandolfo – The Holy Father, Pope Benedict XVI on 29 July led the recitation of the Angelus from his balcony in the courtyard of Castel Gandolfo, where he arrived on Friday 27 July after his holiday in northern Italy. “I am happy to be here again at Castel Gandolfo in the familiar atmosphere of this beautiful town, where I hope to pause, God willing, for a period of summer rest. I feel the ardent desire to thank the Lord yet again for having been able to spend serene days in the Cadore mountains.”.


Recalling the 50th anniversary of the establishment of the Charter of the IAEA, the International Atomic Energy Agency, instituted with the mandate to "accelerate and enlarge the contribution of atomic energy to peace, health and prosperity throughout the world member of it since its founding and continues to support its activity, the Pope said in his address: “The epochal changes that have occurred in the last 50 years demonstrate how, in the difficult crossroads in which humanity finds itself, the commitment to encourage non-proliferation of nuclear arms, to promote a progressive and agreed upon nuclear disarmament and to support the use of peaceful and safe nuclear technology for authentic development, respecting the environment and ever mindful of the most disadvantaged populations, is always more present and urgent. I therefore hope that the efforts of those who work with determination to bring about these three objectives may be achieved, with the goal that "[the resources which would be saved could then be employed in projects of development capable of benefiting all their people, especially the poor" (Message for the World Day of Peace 2006)
The Pope also cited the Catechism of the Catholic Church: "In place of... the arms race, there must be substituted a common effort to mobilise resources toward objectives of moral, cultural and economic development, "redefining the priorities and hierarchies of values'" (n. 2438). After the Angelus the Pope appealed for the release of Korean hostages in Afghanistan: “The practice of using innocent persons to vindicate party goals is spreading among armed groups. This is a grave violation of human dignity, which contrasts with every basic norm of civilisation and of law and gravely offends the divine law. I address my appeal so that the authors of these criminal acts cease doing evil and return their victims unharmed..” (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 30/7/2007; righe 30, parole  416) 

VERBA PONTIFICIS

The Old Missal

“As for the use of the 1962 Missal as a Forma extraordinaria of the liturgy of the Mass, I would like to draw attention to the fact that this Missal was never juridically abrogated and, consequently, in principle, was always permitted. At the time of the introduction of the new Missal, it did not seem necessary to issue specific norms for the possible use of the earlier Missal. Probably it was thought that it would be a matter of a few individual cases which would be resolved, case by case, on the local level. Afterwards, however, it soon became apparent that a good number of people remained strongly attached to this usage of the Roman Rite, which had been familiar to them from childhood. This was especially the case in countries where the liturgical movement had provided many people with a notable liturgical formation and a deep, personal familiarity with the earlier Form of the liturgical celebration. We all know that, in the movement led by Archbishop Lefebvre, fidelity to the old Missal became an external mark of identity; the reasons for the break which arose over this, however, were at a deeper level. Many people who clearly accepted the binding character of the Second Vatican Council, and were faithful to the Pope and the Bishops, nonetheless also desired to recover the form of the sacred liturgy that was dear to them. This occurred above all because in many places celebrations were not faithful to the prescriptions of the new Missal, but the latter actually was understood as authorising or even requiring creativity, which frequently led to deformations of the liturgy which were hard to bear. I am speaking from experience, since I too lived through that period with all its hopes and its confusion. And I have seen how arbitrary deformations of the liturgy caused deep pain to individuals totally rooted in the faith of the Church.”. (7 July 2007 - Letter to the Bishops of the world to present Motu proprio on the use of the Roman Liturgy prior to the reform of  1970) 

“I now come to the positive reason which motivated my decision to issue this Motu Proprio updating that of 1988. It is a matter of coming to an interior reconciliation in the heart of the Church. Looking back over the past, to the divisions which in the course of the centuries have rent the Body of Christ, one continually has the impression that, at critical moments when divisions were coming about, not enough was done by the Church’s leaders to maintain or regain reconciliation and unity. One has the impression that omissions on the part of the Church have had their share of blame for the fact that these divisions were able to harden. This glance at the past imposes an obligation on us today: to make every effort to unable for all those who truly desire unity to remain in that unity or to attain it anew. I think of a sentence in the Second Letter to the Corinthians, where Paul writes: "Our mouth is open to you, Corinthians; our heart is wide. You are not restricted by us, but you are restricted in your own affections. In return … widen your hearts also!" (2 Cor 6:11-13). Paul was certainly speaking in another context, but his exhortation can and must touch us too, precisely on this subject. Let us generously open our hearts and make room for everything that the faith itself allows.

There is no contradiction between the two editions of the Roman Missal. In the history of the liturgy there is growth and progress, but no rupture. What earlier generations held as sacred, remains sacred and great for us too, and it cannot be all of a sudden entirely forbidden or even considered harmful. It behooves all of us to preserve the riches which have developed in the Church’s faith and prayer, and to give them their proper place. Needless to say, in order to experience full communion, the priests of the communities adhering to the former usage cannot, as a matter of principle, exclude celebrating according to the new books. The total exclusion of the new rite would not in fact be consistent with the recognition of its value and holiness.

In conclusion, dear Brothers, I very much wish to stress that these new norms do not in any way lessen your own authority and responsibility, either for the liturgy or for the pastoral care of your faithful. Each Bishop, in fact, is the moderator of the liturgy in his own Diocese (cf. Sacrosanctum Concilium, 22: "Sacrae Liturgiae moderatio ab Ecclesiae auctoritate unice pendet quae quidem est apud Apostolicam Sedem et, ad normam iuris, apud Episcopum"). Nothing is taken away, then, from the authority of the Bishop, whose role remains that of being watchful that all is done in peace and serenity. Should some problem arise which the parish priest cannot resolve, the local Ordinary will always be able to intervene, in full harmony, however, with all that has been laid down by the new norms of the Motu Proprio.. (7 July 2007 - Letter to the Bishops of the world to present Motu proprio on the use of the Roman Liturgy prior to the reform of  1970) 

War

“ War, with its aftermath of bereavement and destruction, has always been deemed a disaster in opposition to the plan of God, who created all things for existence and particularly wants to make the human race one family. 

I cannot avoid here calling to mind a significant date: 1 August 1917 - exactly 90 years ago - on which my venerable Predecessor, Pope Benedict XV, addressed his famous Note to the Heads of Belligerent Peoples, calling for an end to the First World War (cf. AAS 9 [1917], 417-420). While that inhuman conflict was raging, the Pope had the courage to call it a "senseless slaughter". His words are engraved in history. They were justified in the actual situation of that summer of 1917, especially on this Venetian front. But these words, "senseless slaughter", also contain a broader, more prophetic value and can be applied to many other conflicts that have struck down countless human lives”. (22 July 2007 – Angelus)

“These very regions where we are, which themselves speak of peace, harmony and the Creator's goodness, were the theatre of the First World War, as so many testimonies and several moving Alpine songs still recall. These events must not be forgotten! We must remember the negative experiences our forebears unfortunately suffered in order not to repeat them.  Pope Benedict XV's Note was not limited to condemning the war; it also pointed out in a juridical perspective ways to build a just and lasting peace: the moral force of law, balanced and controlled disarmament, arbitration in disputes, the freedom of the seas, reciprocal amnesty for the costs of war, the restitution of occupied territories and fair negotiations to settle problems. The Holy See's proposal was oriented to the future of Europe and the world. It complied with a project that was Christian in inspiration but could be shared by all since it was based on the rights of peoples. This was the same structure to which the Servants of God Paul VI and John Paul II adhered in their memorable Discourses to the United Nations Assembly, repeating on the Church's behalf: "War never again!". From this place of peace, where one is even more vividly aware of how unacceptable the horrors of "senseless slaughters" are, I renew my appeal to adhere tenaciously to the path of law, to consistently ban the arms race and, more generally, to reject the temptation to tackle new situations with old systems.”. (22 July 2007 – Angelus) 

Mission

“ If we are to understand the mission of the Church, we must go back to the Upper Room where the disciples remained together (cf. Lk 24:49), praying with Mary, the “Mother”, awaiting the Spirit that had been promised. This icon of the nascent Church should be a constant source of inspiration for every Christian community. Apostolic and missionary fruitfulness is not principally due to programmes and pastoral methods that are cleverly drawn up and “efficient”, but is the result of the community’s constant prayer (cf. Evangelii Nuntiandi, 75). Moreover, for the mission to be effective, communities must be united, that is, they must be “of one heart and soul” (cf. Acts 4:32), and they must be ready to witness to the love and joy that the Holy Spirit instils in the hearts of the faithful (cf. Acts 2:42). The Servant of God John Paul II wrote that, even prior to action, the Church’s mission is to witness and to live in a way that shines out to others (cf. Redemptoris Missio, 26). Tertullian tells us that this is what happened in the early days of Christianity when pagans were converted on seeing the love that reigned among Christians: “See how they love one another” (cf. Apology, 39 § 7).

To conclude this brief survey of the Word of God in the Bible, I invite you to observe how the Holy Spirit is the highest gift of God to humankind, and therefore the supreme testimony of his love for us, a love that is specifically expressed as the “yes to life” that God wills for each of his creatures. This “yes to life” finds its fullness in Jesus of Nazareth and in his victory over evil by means of the redemption. In this regard, let us never forget that the Gospel of Jesus, precisely because of the Spirit, cannot be reduced to a mere statement of fact, for it is intended to be “good news for the poor, release for captives, sight for the blind ...”. With what great vitality this was seen on the day of Pentecost, as it became the grace and the task of the Church towards the world, her primary mission!

We are the fruits of this mission of the Church through the working of the Holy Spirit. We carry within us the seal of the Father’s love in Jesus Christ which is the Holy Spirit. Let us never forget this, because the Spirit of the Lord always remembers every individual, and wishes, particularly through you young people, to stir up the wind and fire of a new Pentecost in the world.”. (20 July 2007 - Message for 23rd  World Youth Day) 

“First of all I would like to thank all fidei donum priests and their dioceses. Now, as I have said on other occasions, I receive  many Bishops on ad limina visits from Asia, Africa and Latin America and they all say: "We have such great need of fidei donum priests and we are so grateful for what they do, making present often in very difficult situations the Catholicity of the Church, the visibility of the fact that we are one great universal communion, and a love of the distant neighbour who has come close in the situation of the fidei donum priest. This great gift which has been given in these 50 years I have seen and heard in all my conversations with priests who say "do not think we Africans are now self-supporting; we still need the visibility of the great communion of the universal Church". 


I would say that we all need this visibility of being Catholics, of a love of neighbour which comes from afar to reaches the neighbour. Today the situation has changed, in the sense that in Europe too we receive priests from Africa and Latin America and even other parts of Europe itself and this allows us to see the beauty of this sharing of gifts, this giving to one another, because we all need each other: this is how the Body of Christ grows”. (24 July 2007 – Meeting with priests of the dioceses of Belluno-Feltre and Treviso)

Hostage-Taking

“From Colombia comes the sorrowful news of the barbaric assassination of 11 Regional Deputies of the Department of the Valle del Cauca, who had been held by Colombia's Revolutionary Armed Forces for more than five years. As I raise prayers for the repose of their souls, I join in the deep grief of their relatives and of the beloved Colombian Nation, once again ravaged by fratricidal hatred. I renew my heartfelt appeal for the immediate end of all kidnapping and for the restoration of those who are still victims of such inadmissible forms of violence to the affection of their loved ones”. (1 July 2007 – Angelus) 

Holidays

“It is vacation time and tomorrow I am leaving for Lorenzago di Cadore, where I shall be a guest of the Bishop of Treviso in the house in which the venerable John Paul II used to stay. The mountain air will do me good and I shall be able - I hope so - to dedicate myself more freely to reflection and prayer. I hope everyone, especially those in greatest need, will be able to take a bit of vacation to restore their physical and spiritual energy and recover a healthy contact with nature. The mountains call to mind in particular the spirit's ascent towards the heavens, its uplifting towards the "high standard" of our humanity, which daily life unfortunately tends to debase. In this regard, I would like to recall the fifth pilgrimage of young people to the Cross on Mount Adamello, which the Holy Father John Paul II visited twice. The pilgrimage has been taking place in these days and has just culminated in Holy Mass, celebrated at an altitude of 3,000 meters. As I greet the Archbishop of Trent and the General Secretary of the Italian Bishops' Conference, as well as the Authorities of Trent, I remind all young Italians of their appointment in Loreto on 1-2 September. May the Virgin Mary protect us always, both in our mission and in well-deserved rest, so that we may joyfully and fruitfully carry out our work in the Lord's vineyard.”. (8 July 2007 – Angelus) 
“Every good Christian knows that vacations are an appropriate time for relaxation and also the nourishment of the spirit through more extended periods of prayer and meditation, in order to grow in one's personal relationship with Christ and to conform increasingly to his teachings. Today, for example, the liturgy invites us to reflect on the famous Parable of the Good Samaritan (cf. Lk 10: 25-37), which introduces us into the heart of the Gospel message: love for God and love for neighbour. But the person speaking to Jesus asks: who is my neighbour? And the Lord answers by reversing the question and showing through the account of the Good Samaritan that each one of us must make himself close to every person he meets: "Go and do likewise" (Lk 10: 37). Loving, Jesus says, means acting like the Good Samaritan. And we know that he himself is the Good Samaritan par excellence; although he was God, he did not hesitate to humble himself to the point of becoming a man and giving his life for us.”. (15 July 2007 – Angelus) 

INTERVENTUS SUPER QUAESTIONES

Mission

Bogota - In a Letter addressed to men and women members of enclosed orders CELAM thanked the religious for accompanying with prayer the 5th General Conference of the Council of Bishops' Conferences of Latin America and the Caribbean in Aparecida. "We are certain that it was thanks to your prayers that so many graces were poured into the hearts and minds of the participants at the Aparecida meeting. …where we experienced the presence and working of the Holy Spirit". For some of the participants it was a "new Pentecost, with an atmosphere of faith and friendship among the bishops". There was a spirit of communion, fraternity, dialogue, listening to one another, a deep desire to be open to the will of God in an atmosphere of serene and confident work. “The fruit of this gift of God to our Churches must be passionate missionary endeavour all over the Continent. This is the principal challenge which Aparecida left us" the letter states.   


CELAM asks contemplative men and women religious of enclosed orders to continue to pray for this new lap of the Mission, which must reach the whole Continent. “Dear brothers and sisters pray with confidence in the powerful working of the Holy Spirit that the whole Church in Latin America and the Caribbean may heed the call to mission… we hope the mission will lead to a new Pentecost, free us from tiredness and disappointment: we long for the coming of the Spirit to give us new joy and hope". (RG) (Agenzia Fides 11/7/2007; righe 19, parole 285)     
Rome -– The 15th general chapter of the Xaverian Missionaries (see Fides 13/3/2007), being held at Tavernerio (Como), re-elected Fr Rino Benzoni Superior general and Fr Luigi Menegazzo Vicar general, for second six year terms. New councillors are: Italian Fr. Carlo Girola, Mexican Fr. Armando Germán, and Congolese Fr. Katindi Ramazani.

Fr Benzoni said: “I hoped my service to the Congregation had ended. It will not be easy to start another six year term. At the same time, I am encouraged by the confidence shown by my confreres. I hope to form a close knit group with my collaborators to serve better our missionary Family. With regard to mission we must look at the new which is coming rather than the old which is passing. The Church is young because the Spirit keeps her young. This is why I think we need not fear challenges”.


In a report to Fides Fr Marcello Storgato, press officer for the 15th general chapter said the international direction reflects an enrichment of the missionary charisma of the founder Blessed Guido M. Conforti, with confreres from four different continents who renew the face of the Congregation which draws inspiration for the great missionary of Asia St Francis Xavier.


Fr. Germán from Mexico represents, after the Italians, the second largest national group of Xaverians from (the Amazon region of Brazil, Colombia and Mexico); Congolese Fr. Ramazani represents the growing Xaverian presence in Africa (Burundi, Cameroon, Chad, RD Congo, Mozambique, Sierra Leone). From Asia too there are new Xaverian vocations (Bangladesh, China/Taiwan, Philippines, Japan, Indonesia); these are represented by vicar general Fr. Menegazzo, with long mission experience in Japan.


Founded by Blessed Guido Maria Conforti (1865-1931) on 3 December 1898, as the Congregation of St Francis Xavier for Foreign Mission, today there are 848 Xaverian missionaries in the world in 146 communities (Annuario Pontificio 2007).


The 15th general Chapter started on 18 June listened to reports from the 42 delegates and then reflected on two main themes "Xaverian Spirituality", "Xaverian Formation", "Mission Today" and "Mission Strategies". The Chapter is expected to close on 21 July. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 12/7/2007; Righe 34; Parole 467)
VATICAN - A month ago on June 17 Pope Benedict XVI made a one day pastoral visit to Assisi. In a preface to a collection of the Pope's addresses on that occasion (Benedetto XVI - Solo l'Infinito riempie il cuore. Le parole del Papa pellegrino ad Assisi - Edizioni Porziuncola, Assisi 2007), Cardinal Attilio Nicora, Legate for the papal basilicas in Assisi, speaks of the profound significance of that day. 


“Pope Benedict XVI's intense day on June 17 was a singular manner to express the charisma proper to the successors of St peter the Apostle, to "confirm the brothers and sisters in the faith".


The Cardinal writes that Benedict XVI spoke of the great figure of Francis of Assisi, precious heritage of holiness for the whole Church. The Pope visited the most evocative places of St Francis' path of conversion to full assimilation to Christ crucified out of love. The Pope reminded us that the mystery of Francis can only be understood in Jesus and from Jesus. The encounter with Jesus and being his disciple made Francis a singularly new man: if we were to forget that he lived in Jesus and for Jesus, and therefore his commitment to live like Him in the pure form of the Gospel, we wound simply not understand Francis.


Moving from this Christ centred identity, the figure of the great saint of Assisi is not  unduly 'canonised' nor robbed of his multiform originality. Instead they find all their newness in the great traits celebrated by history, piety and art: love for the Church, for "Signor Papa", for bishops, priests ministers of the Eucharist; trust in every person; sharing the lot of "minorities" the excluded; announcement of forgiveness for all; dialogue with non Christians as an admirable interweaving of passion for the truth of Jesus and discreet and patient respect for others; transparency of heart which acknowledges the essence of God in every creature associated in the hymn of thanks and praise.


The Pope gave us a Francis in his original truth and his ever captivating message. He did this sharing his personal familiarity with the great saint of Assisi, making his teaching a testimony and call us to make a passionate rediscovery. The Pope's addresses contained in this publication presented by the Friars Minor of the Porziuncola, will say better and more to those will read them with love. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 18/7/2007; righe 35, parole 475)

Hostage taking

Bogota - The Catholic Bishops of Colombia have condemned the killing of 11 members of parliament taken hostage by the FARC-EP five years ago. In the statement issued during their plenary assembly and signed by the president of the Bishops' Conference Archbishop Luis Augusto Castro Quiroga of Tunja the Bishops say "hostage taking is one of the worst forms of violence…it harms not only at the hostage but also the family, the town and the whole country". Horrified by such an act of scorn for life, the Bishops reaffirm "the sacred character of human life a gift of God" and "the dignity and inalienable rights of every human person, including freedom in its various forms". 
The Bishops of Colombia demand "unconditioned release of all hostages " and call on the national government to stipulate a "humanitarian agreement to allow all hostages to return home safe and sound to their loved ones". They also confirm their commitment "to work with the communities to to find paths of authentic forgiveness, reparation, reconciliation and truth." 
"We urgently appeal to all Colombians - the statement continues - to denounce and reject all crimes and injustices which are gradually disintegrating Colombian society. It is time to put aside fear, indifference, selfishness which render us insensitive to the suffering of others and conformist proper to victims without hope". 
The Bishops call on all Catholics and all men and women of good will "to openly voice solidarity and to cry out their rejection of forms of violence from whatever side it comes". The president of the Bishops' Conference announced initiatives in various towns and cities for today 5 July, urging everyone to take part so that "our nation may continue to grow in sensitivity, in support for life, for freedom so that we can continue to believe that this terrible situation will be overcome positively". A special Mass for this intention will be concelebrated by all the Bishops at 12 noon in Bogota Cathedral. (RG) (Agenzia Fides 5/7/2007; righe 26, parole 379)

See statement in Spanish
http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/chieselocali/chieselocali.php?id=472
QUAESTIONES

VATICAN - The Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith issues document "Responses to some questions regarding certain aspects of the Doctrine on the Church"

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) – Today the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith issued a document with the title "Responses to some questions regarding certain aspects of the Doctrine on the Church" which bears the date of June 29 2007. The Document intends to clarify "the authentic meaning of some ecclesiological expressions used by the Magisterium which are open to misunderstanding in the theological debate”, responding to five questions.

First Question: Did the Second Vatican Council change the Catholic doctrine on the Church?

Second Question: What is the meaning of the affirmation that the Church of Christ subsists in the Catholic Church?

Third Question: Why was the expression "subsists in" adopted instead of the simple word "is"?

Fourth Question: Why does the Second Vatican Council use the term "Church" in reference to the oriental Churches separated from full communion with the Catholic Church?

Fifth Question: Why do the texts of the Council and those of the Magisterium since the Council not use the title of "Church" with regard to those Christian Communities born out of the Reformation of the sixteenth century?? (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 10/7/2007; righe 16, parole 169)

In various languages "Responses to some questions regarding certain aspects of the Doctrine on the Church" 

http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/2007/cdf_ita100707.html
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