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AGENZIA DELLA CONGREGAZIONE PER L'EVANGELIZZAZIONE DEIPOPOLI




FIDES News Service – 29 February 2008

FIDES SPECIAL FEATURE 

Instrumentum mensis Februarii 

pro lectura Magisterii Summi Pontificis Benedicti XVI

pro Evangelizatione in terris missionum

Annus IV – Numerus II, Febrarius A.D. MMVIII

During the usual annual visit to 'his' seminary, on the first day of February, the Feast of Our Lady of Trust, Patroness of the Pontifical Roman Major Seminary, Benedict XVI underlined the call to holiness which especially those called to the priesthood are bound to heed: “ holiness is the secret of the true success of your priestly ministry. From this moment holiness must be the goal of your every choice and decision.”. 
Holy Mass at the Basilica of Santa Sabina on the Aventine Hill on Ash Wednesday, 6 February, for the 1st Lenten Station, gave the Holy Father an opportunity to recall the importance of prayer in the life of every Christian: “Prayer nourishes hope because nothing expresses the reality of God in our life better than praying with faith.”. The next day Benedict XVI had a meeting with the clergy of the diocese of Rome in which he treated various matters in a ample debate with his interlocutors. Addressing the participants at an international conference on "Man and woman, the humanum in its entirety", on 9 February, the Holy Father reaffirmed that the dual unity of man and woman is founded on the dignity of every human person, “created in the image and likeness of God, ‘male and female he created them”. From 11 to 16 February Benedict XVI participated in Spiritual Exercises for the Roman Curia given by Cardinal Albert Vanhoye. 

In his address to members of the Council for Relations between the Congregation for Institutes of Consecrated Life and Societies of Apostolic Life and international unions of men and women Superiors General USG and UISG, the Pope dwelt on the fact that “ Institutes that have preserved or chosen a tenor of life that is often very austere and which in any case are faithful to the Gospel lived "sine glossa", abound in vocations’”.

On 21 February, during an audience with participants at the General Congregation of the Society of Jesus, Benedict XVI urged the sons of St Ignatius to strive for the same “impulse and fervour” with which the Spirit gave rise to the Society in the Church. On the 23 February, in St Peter's Square, the Holy Father officially presented his "Letter on the urgent task of education " to the diocese and the people of Rome and next day, Sunday, he made a pastoral visit to the Roman parish of Santa Maria Liberatrice on the occasion of the centenary if its consecration. Of great importance his address to participants at a Conference organised by the Pontifical Academy for Life on the theme “ "Close by the Incurable Sick Person and the Dying: Scientific and Ethical Aspects”, during which the Holy Father called for a united effort “which must aim not only to ensure that all live a dignified and responsible life, but also, experience the moment of trial and death in terms of brotherhood and solidarity”. 

At the Sunday Angelus addresses in this month of February, the Holy Father launched several appeals for nations in situations of violence or devastation due to natural disasters: Kenya, Iraq, Colombia, Lebanon, Ecuador.

(
SYNTHESIS INTERVENTUUM

1 February 2008 – Visit to the Pontifical Major Seminary of Rome 

2 February 2008 – Feast of the Presentation of the Lord - 12th World Day for Consecrated Life

3 February 2008 – Angelus

5 February 2008 – Letter on the occasion of the launching of the 2008 Fraternity Campaign in Brazil

6 February 2008 – General Audience

6 February 2008 – Lenten Station at Santa Sabina Basilica on the Aventine Hill

7 February 2008 – Telegram for the death of Grand Master of Sovereign Order of the Knights of Malta.

7 February 2008 – Meeting with the clergy of the diocese Rome 
9 February 2008 – Audience to participants at "Woman and Man, humanum in its wholeness" meeting
9 February 2008 – Audience to National Assembly of FIES Italian Federation of Spiritual Exercises 

10 February 2008 – Angelus

16 February 2008 – Thanks to Cardinal Vanhoye after Spiritual Exercises  

17 February 2008 – Angelus

18 February 2008 – Audience to members of the Council for Relations between the Congregation for Institutes of Consecrated Life and Societies of Apostolic Life and the International Unions of Men and Women Superiors General (USG and UISG)

20 February 2008 – General Audience

21 February 2008 – Message to Bishops of Cuba 

21 February 2008 – Audience for presentation of Credentials of the Ambassador of Serbia 
21 February 2008 – Audience with participants at General Chapter of the Society of Jesus 

22 February 2008 – Message for the 45th  World Day of Prayer for Vocations 

23 February 2008 –Letter on the urgent task of Education to diocese and city of Rome

24 February 2008 – Angelus

24 February 2008 – Pastoral Visit to Santa Maria Liberatrice parish in Rome

25 February 2008 – Audience to participants at Meeting organised by Pontifical Academy for Life 

27 February 2008 – General Audience

28 February 2008 – Audience to Bishops of El Salvador on ad Limina Apostolorum visit
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QUAESTIONES

Year of St Paul – ASIA/TURKEY - Pauline Year, opportunity for testimony: Turkish Catholics organising celebrations

Year of St Paul - ASIA/CHINA - Youth of Tai Yuan respond to the Pope’s call: “Let us live the Pauline Year with an active evangelisation.”

Lunar New Year - ASIA/CHINA - Lunar new year and Christian solidarity and evangelisation

Charity - AFRICA/CHAD - Five thousand refugees in local parish in Kousseri, Cameroon; local Caritas at work. The Holy Father sends donation through Cor Unum.

Charity - AFRICA/CHAD - “I thank the Holy Father for the support he has shown towards the people of Chad,” the Apostolic Nuncio tells Fides.

Charity - AMERICA/BOLIVIA - Appeal for flood victims: “Let us create an authentic chain of support.” Holy Father’s help sent to victims via Pontifical Council Cor Unum

Communion –ASIA/CHINA - Catholics in Mongolia restore communion, thanks to the Pope’s Letter to Chinese Catholics; over 1300 faithful attend the First Evangelization Congress

Dialogue –AMERICA/MEXICO - The Bishop of Tarahumara: “An explicit announcement of Jesus Christ is necessary. Now is not the moment to be ashamed of the Gospel.”

Lay Catholics – EUROPE/SPAIN - Letter from the Bishop of Palencia: “All the Bishops did was to offer Catholic some guiding moral criteria before making their own electoral choice. ”

Matrimony –AMERICA/PUERTO RICO - The Archbishop of San Juan asks for the “constitutional protection of marriage, so that it may have the highest possible rank in our juridical structure.”

Mission - AMERICA - New Evangelisation, the Great Continental Mission, and the growth of secularism in society under study for North and South American bishops

Mission - EUROPE/ITALY - “Prophecy ad gentes today in Italy. Missionary Institutes reflect”
Mission - ASIA/KAZAKHSTAN - Three Franciscan brothers are off to Kazakhstan to work for the 

Peace - Africa/Kenya - “ AFRICA/KENYA - “The Holy Father's words come at a delicate: we have not lost hope for peace and reconciliation ” says National Director of the Pontifical Mission Societies

Politics – EUROPE/SPAIN - Spanish Bishops say moral dimension must be taken into account at elections next month: "not all electoral programmes are compatible with the faith and the demands of Christian life"

Pontifical Mission Societies - AFRICA/ZAMBIA - The Pontifical Missionary Societies in Zambia hold a meeting for studying the PMS Statutes

Pontifical Mission Societies - AMERICA/MEXICO - Saint Juan Diego presented as model of disciple and missionary, in the 13th National Congress for Missionary Childhood and Adolescence

Prayer – VATICAN - Intentions of the Holy Father for 2009

Lent - ASIA/CHINA - Church doors open, prayers, fasting, charity work: Chinese Catholics brave snow and ice in the light of the Pope's Lenten Message
Lent - OCEANIA/AUSTRALIA - “We want only Justice”: Caritas 2008Lenten Campaign 

Lent - ASIA/PHILIPPINES - “Reform yourselves and believe in the Gospel”: Catholic Bishops' Message on the eve of Lent on the theme of promoting the common good

Lent - AFRICA/BENIN - “Smile it's Lent!” : letter from Bishop of Natitingou
Lent - AMERICA/COLOMBIA - “Sharing with Joy”: Lenten Campaign to bring aid to victims of natural disasters

Human trafficking - EUROPE/AUSTRIA - Forum to Fight Human Trafficking: “The Holy See encourages all kinds of just initiatives aimed at eradicating this immoral and criminal phenomenon,” Archbishop Marchetto affirms.

Human trafficking - ASIA/CAMBODIA - Following passing of a new law, Cambodia takes steps forward in ending human trafficking and sexual exploitation

Pastoral Visit - AMERICA/CUBA - The Church in Cuba enthusiastically prepares to receive the Secretary of State on the 10th anniversary of John Paul II’s visit to the country

Life - AMERICA/BRAZIL - Launching of Brotherhood Campaign in defence of human life

Life - AMERICA/BRAZIL - 1st International Pro Life Conference for common effective action to counter proposed laws harmful to the family and human life

Life - AMERICA/BRAZIL - Declaration from Aparecida on the Defence of Life: “Legislation cannot be founded upon mere political consensus; it must be based on a moral code that stems from a positive natural order.”

· SUPER QUAESTIONES

VATICAN - Mission continues - Fr. Adriano Garuti and Lara De Angelis

VATICAN - AVE MARIA - Lent: a season for God's work 
Mgr. Luciano Alimandi

VATICAN - THE WORDS OF DOCTRINE - Christian unity in society 
Rev Nicola Bux and Rev Salvatore Vitiello
VATICAN - Letter to Bishops from the Prefect of the Congregation for the Oriental Churches: “continue to sustain spiritually and materially those Catholics living in the Holy Land.”

VATICAN - Presentation made by Congregation for the Causes of the Saints, “Sanctorum Mater”: the Instruction on the Diocesan Inquiry of Causes of Saints; statistics on Beatifications and Canonisations in the pontificate of Benedict XVI 

EUROPE/ITALY - Interview with Prof. Andrea Riccardi: “The meaning of mission: sharing the Word of God and communicating the joy of having encountered Jesus in our poorest brothers and sisters”

SYNTHESIS INTERVENTUUM

1 February 2008 – Visit to the Pontifical Major Seminary of Rome

VATICAN - Benedict XVI at Rome's Major Seminary: “God calls you to be saints, that holiness is the secret for the success of your priestly ministry ”

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) - In the evening of 1 February, on the eve of the Feast of Our Lady of Trust to whom Major Seminary of Rome is dedicated, the Holy Father Pope Benedict XVI paid a visit to the college where he presided the celebration of Vespers and met the Seminary community. After expressing his “great joy” at being at the Seminary, the Pope addressed seminarians and parents. To the “Dear seminarians” the Pope said: “precisely because the gift of being adopted sons of God has illuminated your life, you feel a desire to share this gift with others. You are here for this reason, to develop your filial vocation and to prepare for your future mission as apostles of Christ. This twofold growth allows you to savour the joy of life with God the Father, making you ever more keenly aware of the urgency to be messengers of the Gospel of His Son Jesus. It is the Holy Spirit who renders you attentive to these profound realities and makes you love them.”
Turning to the student's parents Benedict XVI said: “Dear parents, probably you were the most surprised of all for what took place and still is taking place in your sons. Perhaps you imagined a different mission for them than the one for which they are now preparing. Who knows how often you think about them: looking back on when they were children and then boys; to the time when they showed the first signs of a vocation; or, in some cases, the contrary, to the years in which your sons appeared to be distant from the Church … inevitably the vocation of children becomes in a way the vocation of the parents too … you find yourselves sharing in your son's marvellous adventure. Although the life of the priest may appear not to attract the interest of most people, in actual fact this is the most interesting and most necessary for the world, the adventure to reveal and render present that fullness of life to which all aspire”. Speaking again to the Seminarians the Holy Father underlined two aspects of their formation: “first of all a certain detachment from ordinary life, a degree of ‘desert’, so the Lord may speak to your heart. His voice in fact is not noisy, it is soft, it is the voice of silence. To be heard it demands an atmosphere of silence. This is why the Seminary offers space and time for daily prayer … At the same time it asks you to devote long hours to study: praying and studying you will build in you the man of God you should be and which people expect the priest to be. There is a second aspect of your life: in your years at Seminary, you live together; your formation to the priesthood includes also this community aspect, which is of great importance. The Apostles were formed together, as they followed Jesus. Your communion is not limited to the present, it concerns the future as well: in the pastoral activity awaiting you must be united as in one body, in an ordo, the order of priests, who, together with the bishop, care for the Christian community”. The Pope concluded his homily with a call to holiness: “All this reminds you that God calls you to be saints, that holiness is the secret for the success of your priestly ministry. From now on holiness must be the goal of your every decision and option. Entrust this desire and daily commitment to Mary, Mother of Trust!... walk the path of the Seminary with your souls open to the truth, to transparency and dialogue with those who guide you and this will enable you to respond simply and humbly to the One who calls you, freeing you from the danger of realising only your own personal project”. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 4/2/2008; righe 41, parole 631)

2 February 2008 – Feast of the Presentation of the Lord - 12th World Day for Consecrated Life

VATICAN - The Pope urges men and women religious to testify “how important it is to make the Word of God the centre of everything, especially for those whom the Lord calls to more intimate discipleship”

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) - “The Word of God in the Life of the Church is the theme of the next ordinary session of the Synod of Bishops: I ask you dear brothers and sisters to offer your contribution to this ecclesial commitment, by testifying how important it is to make the Word of God the centre of everything, especially for those whom the Lord calls to more intimate discipleship”. The consecrated life, is in fact rooted in the Gospel, which, together with its Rule, it has continued to follow through the centuries and to it must continually return in order to remain alive and fecund bearing fruit for the salvation of souls". This was part of the address given by the Holy Father, Pope Benedict XVI in St Peter's Basilica on 2 February at the end of Mass celebrated by Cardinal Franc Rodé, prefect of the Congregation for Institutes of Consecrated Life and Societies of Apostolic Life. 
In his address the Pope affirmed “ the beginnings of the different expressions of consecrated life has always been powerful inspired by the Gospel”, and he mentioned to experience of Saint Anthony Abbot and Saint Francis of Assisi. “The Holy Spirit - the Pope said - draws some persons to live the Gospel in a more radical manner and to express this in more generous discipleship. This gives rise to a religious family which with its very presence, becomes living ‘exegesis’ of the Word of God. Different successive charisma of consecrated life, Vatican II affirms, can be seen as an unfurling of Christ through the centuries, like a living Gospel in new forms”. 
During the centuries “the ultimate and supreme rule of religious life” has been to “follow Christ as proposed by the Gospel without compromise” the Holy Father said, citing in this regard Saint Benedict, Saint Dominic, Saint Claire of Assisi, Saint Vincent Pallotti, Saint Luigi Orione. Therefore the mission of consecrated life “is to say that all Christians are called by the Word to remain under His Lordship”. Concluding his address to men and women religious the Pope said: “nourish your day with prayer, meditation and listening to the Word of God. You who are familiar with the ancient practice of lectio divina, help the faithful to valorise it in their daily life. And learn to bear witness to what the Word says, letting yourselves be shaped by the Word, like a seed in good ground, bearing abundant fruit. In this way you will be docile to the Spirit and you will grow in union with God; cultivate fraternal communion among yourselves and be ready for generous service of others, especially those in need ”. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 4/2/2008, righe 32, parole 477)

3 February 2008 – Angelus

VATICAN - The Pope's Angelus: “May every person, each according to his or her possibilities and professional competence, feel bound to love and serve human life from beginning to natural end” - Appeal for Kenya, Iraq and Colombia

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) - Several different prayer intentions were the subject of Pope Benedict XVI's reflection before his midday Angelus reflection on Sunday 3 February. First of all, recalling the Day of Consecrated Life, celebrated on 2 February the Feast of the Presentation of the Infant Jesus at the Temple, the Pope expressed deep gratitude to “our brothers and sisters who dedicate themselves totally to God and the Church with vows of poverty, chastity and obedience”, asking the Blessed Virgin Mary to intercede to obtain “numerous holy vocations to the consecrated life which is an inestimable treasure for the Church and for the world”.
Sunday being the first Sunday in February, was also the annual Pro-Life Day in Italy and the Pope said: “May every person, each according to his or her possibilities and professional competence, feel bound to love and serve human life from beginning to natural end. In fact it is the duty of everyone to welcome life as a gift to be respected, protected and promoted, even more so when life is fragile and in need of attention and care, as for example before birth or at the very end of life. I join the Italian Bishops to encourage those who, with great effort but with joy, quietly and with great dedication, assist elderly or disabled family members, and also those who dedicate some of their time regularly to helping people of all ages whose life is hard due to many different forms of poverty”.
Before reciting the Angelus Benedict XVI mentioned Ash Wednesday this week on 6 February which marks the beginning of Lent. The Pope said he hoped the Lenten Season would be a “time of authentic conversion for all Christians, called to bear sincere and courageous witness to their faith”. Entrusting all these intentions to the Blessed Virgin Mary, the Pope recalled that from 2- 11 February the Feast of Our Lady of Lourdes of which this year is the 150th anniversary of the apparitions, "the faithful may gain a plenary indulgence which can be applied to the dead, under the usual conditions,- Confession, Communion and prayers for the Pope's intentions - and praying in front of a blessed image of Our Lady of Lourdes exposed for public veneration”. 
After the Angelus the Pope asked for prayers for difficult situations in Kenya, Iraq and Colombia: “I ask you to join our brothers and sisters in Kenya - some of whom are present here today in St Peter's Square- to pray for reconciliation, justice and peace in their country. Assuring all of my closeness, I hope present efforts to mediate may succeed and lead, thanks to effort and collaboration on all sides, to a rapid solution of the conflict which has already caused too many victims. Wickedness with its charge of pain, appears to have no limits in Iraq, as we learn from the sad news reports in these days. I once again raise my voice in support of those sorely tried people and I invoke for them God's peace.” 
Speaking in Spanish the Holy Father asked people to pray for Colombia, “where for a long time many sons and daughters of that beloved country suffer because of extortion, hostage taking, violent death of loved ones. I ask the Lord that a definitive end may be put to this inhuman suffering, and paths of reconciliation, mutual respect and sincere agreement taken to restore brotherhood and solidarity, which are the solid basis for building progress in justice and a stable peace”. 
On the occasion of Lunar New Year in Asia the Pope wished all Asian families “health and prosperity”, encouraging them to “preserve and valorise these beautiful and fruitful family traditions for the good of their respective nations or in countries where they are living”. The Pope's last remarks were for the diocese of Rome and its initiative "Diocesan Life and Family Week”: “Let your children experience, from a very early age, that closeness which is a witness of love, give yourselves, so that they in turn may be open to others and to the world with serenity and generosity. May the soul of education be trust in God, who 'gives hope to our future’!”. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 4/2/2008; righe 50, parole 723).

5 February 2008 – Letter on the occasion of the launching of Brazil's 2008 Fraternity Campaign 

VATICAN - The Holy Father's Letter on the occasion of Brazil's Fraternity Campaign 2008: all threats to life must be fought”

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) - The Holy Father Pope Benedict XVI has addressed a Letter to Archbishop Geraldo Lyrio Rocha, Archbishop of Mariana and President of the Catholic Bishops' Conference of Brazil, on the occasion of Fraternity Campaign 2008, which starts on Ash Wednesday 6 February the first day of Lent. The theme of this year's campaign is “Fraternity and protection of Life”, with the motto “Choose life!”.
In his Letter the Pope says “every threat to life must be fought". "This is why in the opening address for 5th General Conference of the Council of Bishops' Conferences of Latin America and the Caribbean - the Letter continues - I pointed out that paths traced by a culture without God and his commandments, or even against God, are always ‘cultures against the human person and against the good of the peoples of Latin America.” At the same time the final Document of Aparecida, the Pope recalls affirms that “an encounter with Christ is the starting point to reject these paths of death and choose life; it is also the point from which we start to give full recognition to the sacredness of life and the dignity of the human person”.
The Holy Father says he hopes that in this year's Fraternity Campaign "various organisms of social society will support the will of the people, of whom the great majority rejects all forms contrary to the moral demands of justice and respect for human life from conception to natural end”. 
Benedict XVI concludes his message asking the Lord to protect Brazil with his loving hand “and the new life in Christ will embrace the whole person in every dimension personal, family, social and cultural, bestowing gifts of peace and prosperity and awakening in every heart sentiments of fraternity and active cooperation”. (RG) (Agenzia Fides 6/2/2008; righe 22, parole 309)

6 February 2008 – General Audience

VATICAN - Benedict XVI General Audience: Lent “keeps alive the understanding that being a Christian is a path that constantly demands renewed effort.” - Appeal for Chad

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) - “We are entering into an “intense” liturgical season that, as we prepare for the celebration of Easter - the heart and centre of the liturgical year and of our entire existence - invites us, or rather urges us, to live our Christian existence with even greater determination,” the Holy Father Benedict XVI said as he gave his catechesis on the meaning of Lent, in the General Audience held on Ash Wednesday, February 6. “Using the ancient rite of the imposition of ashes, the Church leads us into Lent, which is like a great spiritual retreat that lasts forty days,” the Pope said. He continued, “Thus, we enter into a Lenten atmosphere, that helps us to rediscover the gift of faith that we have received in Baptism and which urges us to take frequent recourse to the Sacrament of Reconciliation, placing our commitment of conversion in His divine mercy.” 
Calling to mind the early Church, during that special time dedicated to the preparation of the catechumens for the reception of the sacraments of initiation in the Easter Vigil, the Holy Father pointed out that “Lent was considered a time in which one became Christian, but this did not happen in a single moment. It was a long journey of conversion and renewal. Those who had already been baptised joined with them in this journey remembering the sacrament they had received and prepared to join again with Christ in the joyous celebration of Easter. In this way, Lent had and still retains today the feeling and character of a baptism, in the sense that it keeps alive the understanding that being a Christian is never a journey's end that is behind us, but a path that constantly demands renewed effort." 
The rite of the imposition of ashes, that indicates the beginning of the Lenten journey, “contains a call to the truth of human existence: We are limited creatures, sinners constantly in need of penitence and conversion...When he proclaims his independence from God, the contemporary man becomes his own slave and often finds himself inconsolably alone. The invitation to convert is therefore an urge to return to the arms of God, our caring and merciful Father, to trust him and to entrust oneself to him like adopted children, regenerated by his love."
The Holy Father later focused on the meaning of conversion, which is “above all a grace, a gift that opens the heart to God's infinite love.” Thus, conversion means “allowing our lives to be conquered by Jesus and with Him, ‘return’ to the Father. Conversion implies following Jesus’ teachings and obediently following in his footsteps...the only delight that fills a man's heart is the one that comes from God: We truly need this infinite joy. Neither the daily worries, nor the difficulties of life can take away the joy that comes from our friendship with God... The Lenten walk to conversion, which we undertake today with the whole Church, becomes the propitious occasion, ‘the opportune moment’ to yield ourselves once again to the hands of God and to practice what Jesus continuously repeats to us: 'If someone wants to follow me he must renounce himself, take up his cross and follow me,' and thus take the path of love and true happiness.”
At the end of the catechesis, the Pope once again recalled the specific tasks that the Church proposes during this time of interior renewal: prayer, fasting, and almsgiving. He also mentioned that in his Message for Lent this year, he has focused on the practice of almsgiving, "which represents a specific way to assist those in need and, at the same time, exercise that self-denial that frees us from attachment to worldly goods."
Following his greetings in various languages, the Pope made an appeal for Chad: "In these days I feel particularly close to the dear people of Chad, tormented by painful civil conflicts which have caused numerous victims and the flight of thousands of civilians from the capital. Also to your prayers and to your solidarity I entrust these suffering brothers and sisters, asking they be spared further violence, and that vital humanitarian assistance be guaranteed. At the same time, I launch a heartfelt appeal for people to lay down their arms and follow the path of dialogue and reconciliation." (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 7/2/2008 righe 53, parole 714)

6 February 2008 – Lenten Station at Santa Sabina Basilica on the Aventine Hill

VATICAN - Benedict XVI presides First Station of Lent on the Aventine Hill: “prayer of supplication filled with hope is the leit motiv of Lent, and enables us to experience God, as our only anchor of salvation”

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) - “At the beginning of this penitential itinerary I would like to reflect briefly on prayer and suffering as qualifying aspects of the Liturgical Season of Lent”: with these words the Holy Father Pope Benedict XVI began his homily at Mass celebrated in the Basilica of Santa Sabina on the Aventine Hill, in Rome, on Ash Wednesday February 6, during which there was the blessing and imposition of ashes. Before the Mass the Pope led a penitential procession of Cardinals, Bishops, Benedictine Monks, a few Dominican Fathers and lay people from the Church of Sant’Anselmo to the Basilica of Santa Sabina.
“Prayer nourishes hope since nothing more than praying with faith expresses the reality of God in our life. Even in the solitude of a hard trial, nothing and no one can stop me from turning to the Father, ‘in secret' in my heart, where He alone ‘sees’, as Jesus says in the Gospel” the Pope said in his homily mentioning two moments of Jesus' earthly life - the forty days in the desert, on which the season of Lent is modelled, and the agony in the Garden of Gethsemany - which were essentially moments of prayer. “Solitary prayer with the Father, heart to heart, in the desert, prayer filled with 'mortal anguish' in the Garden of Olives. But on both occasions, it is by praying that Christ unmasks the deceit of the tempter and defeats him”. 
On the cross Christ's prayer reaches its apex: in those last words “My God, my God why have you forsaken me?" “Christ makes his own the invocation of one besieged without escape by enemies who has only God to turn to and, beyond any human possibility, He experiences God's grace and salvation… Jesus makes his own this cry of humanity which suffers because of the apparent absence of God and he carries this cry to the heart of the Father. In this way, praying in this ultimate solitude together with humanity, He opens for us the Heart of God … Therefore prayer of supplication filled with hope is the leit motiv of Lent, and enables us to experience God as our only anchor of salvation”. The Pope then underlined that “prayer is a melting pot in which our expectations and aspirations are exposed to the light of God's Word”, and that without the dimension of prayer, “the human 'I' closes in on itself, and conscience, which should be the echo of the voice of God, risks being reduced to a reflection of 'I', so that interior colloquium becomes a monologue giving rise to endless self-justification. Prayer, therefore, is a guarantee of opening to others: those who make themselves free for God and his demands, opens at the same time to others, to the brother or sister who knocks at the door of our heart asking to be heard, to receive attention, sometimes correction, but always with fraternal charity. True prayer is never egocentric it is always centred on God… True prayer is the engine of the world, because it keeps us open to God. This is why without prayer there can be no hope, only delusion”. 
Fasting and almsgiving, closely connected with prayer, can be considered places in which to learn and to exercise Christian hope. “Thanks to a combination of prayer, fasting and almsgiving, Lent trains Christians to be men and women of hope, following the example of the Saints”. 
With regard to the value of suffering, Benedict XVI said “Easter, to which Lent tends, is the mystery which gives meaning to human suffering … The Lenten journey therefore, since it glows with Easter light, helps us relive what took place in the human-divine heart of Christ as he went up to Jerusalem for the last time, to offer himself in expiation … Christ's suffering is in fact permeated with the light of love: the love of the Father who allows his Son to go with trust to his last ‘baptism’, as he describes the culmination of his mission. Jesus received that baptism of pain and love, for us, for all humanity. He suffered for truth and justice, bringing into human history the gospel of suffering which is the other face of the gospel of love”. 
The history of the Church, Pope Benedict XVI concluded, “is rich in witnesses who spent themselves without sparing, at the cost of great suffering. The greater our hope, the greater our capacity to suffer for love of truth and good, joyfully offering up the small and great troubles of every day and inserting them in Christ's great 'suffering-with' ”. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 7/2/2008; righe 50, parole 751)

7 February 2008 – Telegram for the death of the Grand Master of the Sovereign Military Order of Malta

VATICAN - Holy Father expresses his condolences for the death of the Grand Master of the Sovereign Military Order of Malta

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) - The Holy Father Benedict XVI has sent a telegram expressing his condolences to the lieutenant ad interim of the order, for the death of the Grand Master of the Sovereign Military Order of Malta, His Most Eminent Highness Fra' Andrew Bertie, that occurred on February 7th. In the telegram, the Pope expressed his spiritual participation in mourning the death and extends his condolences to the entire order, recalling, "the work of this man of culture and of his generous commitment in the fulfilment of his high office, especially in favour of those most in need, and for his love for the Church and for his luminous testimony of the principles of the Gospel," in reference to Fra’ Andrew Bertie. Benedict XVI also expressed his prayer that this special soul may rest in peace and in a consoling manner, conferred his Apostolic Blessing upon the entire Order. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 12/2/2008; righe 11, parole 151)

7 February 2008 – Meeting with the clergy of the diocese Rome
VATICAN - Pope meets with pastors and clergy from the Diocese of Rome, at the start of Lent. Among the topics of discussion: the deaconate, youth, sin and the 4 last things, silence, dialogue and mission

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) - On Thursday, February 7, the Holy Father Benedict XVI held a meeting in the Hall of Blessings, with the pastors and clergy from the Diocese of Rome in their traditional visit at the start of Lent. The meeting was held as a colloquium with the Holy Father and the participants. We offer here some of the Pope’s commentaries on the various themes discussed.

The Deaconate

“I would also like to express my joy and gratitude to the [Second Vatican] Council, for revitalising this ministry in the universal Church...which can be a link between the world of the laity, the professional world, and the priestly ministry, as many deacons continue to carry on their professional careers and maintain their work positions, both important and simple, while Saturdays and Sundays are dedicated to work in the Church. In this way, they offer a testimony, to today’s world and in the working world, of the presence of the faith, the sacramental ministry, and the deaconal dimension of the Sacrament of Holy Orders. This seems very important to me: the visibility of the deaconate. Of course, every priest continues to be a deacon and should always think in this manner, because the Lord Himself became our minister, our deacon...I believe that a characteristic of this ministry of the deacons is precisely in the plurality of the applications of the deaconate.”

The Youth
“We are all aware of how difficult it is for a young person today to live as a Christian. The cultural context, the media; they offer everything except the way that leads to Christ. It seems that it is almost impossible to see Christ as the centre of their life and live life as Jesus taught us. However, I also think that many of them increasingly experience the lack of satisfaction left by all these offers, by this lifestyle that in the end leaves one empty... Sincerity is fundamental. Young people should feel that we do not preach words that we do not ourselves live, but rather, that we speak because we have found and continue trying to find in a renewed manner, every day, the truth about our lives...The question remains: how to find life, what to choose, how to choose life...the fundamental choice is clear: chose God. We must understand that the person who lives without God, in the end finds himself in darkness, although there may be moments in which it seems that he has found life. Later, the next step is how to find God, how to choose God. Here we come to the Gospel: God is not something unknown, an uncertain hypothesis about how the cosmos began. God has flesh and bones. He is one of us. We know Him with His face and His name. It is Jesus Christ who speaks to us in the Gospel...I think that this is the fundamental point in our pastoral attention to the youth, valid for all, but especially for the young people: reminding them of the choice for God, who is the Life; reminding them that God exists. And He exists in a very concrete way. Show them friendship with Jesus. There is also a third step. This friendship with Jesus is not a friendship with a make-believe person, with someone who belongs to the past or who is distant to mankind, seated at God’s right hand. He is present in His Body, that is still a body of flesh and bone: it is the Church, the communion of the Church. We should contribute to the building of and access to the communities of prayer, that are the reflection of the great community of the living Church.” 

Sin and the 4 Last Things

“I think that we all are still perplexed by the Marxist claim that Christians only spoke of the supernatural world, with a lack of attention to the earthly world. We want to show that we truly are committed to working at the service of the world and we are not people who speak of distant realities that do nothing to help the world. Although it is right to show that Christians work for the world - and all of us are called to work so that this world may truly become a city for God and of God - we should not forget the other dimension. Without having it in mind, we cannot work well for the world...When one does not know of God’s judgement, he does not know of the possibility of Hell, of the radical and ultimate failure of life, he does not know of the possibility and necessity of purification...We should speak as well, with precision, of sin as the possibility of destroying oneself and other people in other places in the world...Nowadays, we have grown accustomed to the thought: ‘What is sin?, God is immense, He knows us, so sin doesn’t count for anything; in the end, God will be good to everyone.’ It is a beautiful hope. However, justice and real guilt exist. Those who have destroyed man and the earth will not be allowed to sit at God’s table together with the victims. God makes justice. We should be aware of this...the need to follow the path of the Commandments, of which we should more frequently speak. These are truly guides on the path, and they teach us how to live well, how to choose life. Therefore, we should also speak of sin and the Sacrament of Reconciliation. A sincere man knows he is guilty, that he should start over, that he is in need of purification. And this is the marvellous reality that the Lord offers us: there is a possibility of renewal, of becoming new persons...”

Silence and contemplation 

“We live amidst an overabundance of words, images...I believe that the time of Lent can also be a time of fasting from words and images. We need a bit of silence. We need a space in time without being constantly bombarded with images. In this sense, today we need to make accessible and understandable the meaning of forty days of interior and exterior discipline, which is so important in helping us to understand that one of the purposes of our Lent, of this corporal and spiritual discipline, is to create spaces of time in silence, without images so as to open our hearts once again to the True Image and the True Word.”

Dialogue and Mission 

“On the one hand, dialogue is absolutely necessary, this need to know one another, show respect and try to collaborate in any way possible in the great objectives of mankind, or its great needs, in order to overcome fanaticism and create a spirit of love and peace. And this is also the spirit of the Gospel, whose meaning is found in that the spirit of love, that we have learned from Jesus, and the peace that He gives us through the Cross, may be universally present in the world. In this sense, dialogue should be true dialogue, respecting the other and accepting his differences. But it must also be evangelical, in the sense that its fundamental objective be to help men to live in love and spread this love throughout the entire world. This dimension of dialogue, which is so necessary - that is, the respect for the other, tolerance, co-operation - does not exclude the other - that is, the Gospel as gift, the gift of the greatest love, the greatest truth, that we cannot keep only to ourselves, but that we should offer to all, seeing as God gives them the freedom and the light they need to find the truth. This is the truth. And, therefore, this is also my path. The mission is not imposition, but rather it is an offering of the gift of God, allowing His goodness to enlighten people so they may find this gift of a real friendship with the God with a human face...I do not know if I have explained myself well: dialogue and mission - not only are they not opposed, but they also complement each other.” (1 - continues) (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 12/2/2008; righe 104, parole 1345)

VATICAN - Pope meets with pastors and clergy from the Diocese of Rome, at the start of Lent (2). Among the topics of discussion: liturgy and participation, obedience and freedom, ethical formation, schools, dialogue

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) - On Thursday, February 7, the Holy Father Benedict XVI held a meeting in the Hall of Blessings, with the pastors and clergy from the Diocese of Rome in their traditional visit at the start of Lent. The meeting was held as a colloquium with the Holy Father and the participants. We offer here some of the Pope’s commentaries on the various themes discussed.

Liturgy and participation

One great difficulty is the liturgies attended by masses of people... For me, I have to admit, it continues to be a problem, because the real communion in the celebration is fundamental and therefore, it does not seem to me that we have found the final answer yet. As well, in the Synod, I brought up this topic, but no reply has been found. I also asked another question regarding concelebrating in large groups, because if, for example, a Mass is concelebrated by a thousand priests, how can we guarantee that the original structure that the Lord intended is preserved? In any case, they remain questions. Thus, we have been presented with the difficulty in participating in a Mass in which not all the participants can participate in the same way. A certain style should be chosen, in order to conserve this dignity that is always necessary in the Eucharistic Celebration. Participation certainly varies and it is not the same for all. For some, it is definitely not sufficient... However, I also believe that if one is aware that it is the Eucharist, although one may not have the possibility of participating exteriorly as he may so desire in order to feel an active participant, he can enter into his heart, and hear, as the ancient exclamation of the Church, which was itself directed towards those who sat in the back of the church, says, “Lift up your hearts!” Thus, we can all come out of ourselves in order to be with the Lord and with each other. As I have said, I do not deny that there is a problem, but if we truly follow this phrase, “Lift up your hearts!”, in spite of difficult situations...we will be able to find in our hearts that true active participation.”

Obedience and Freedom

“It is certainly one of the primary missions for the new pastoral ministry norms given in the Second Vatican Council...that each of us discover that I can only save my soul, surrendering it, as the Lord told us in today’s Gospel; in freeing me from myself, coming out of myself, just as God the Son came out of Himself in order to save us. We enter into this movement together with the Son, trying to come out of ourselves because we know where to go. We do not fall into emptiness, but rather, we abandon ourselves through our gift of self to the Lord, coming out and placing ourselves at his disposition, because He counts on us. In placing myself in His hands, I am free. But it is a giant leap that is never entirely completed...Only in going with the Lord, abandoning ourselves in communion with the Church, opening myself, not living only for myself and seeking a happy earthly life or personal well-being, but instead, becoming an instrument of peace, will I live well and learn to be courageous in the daily challenges that are always new and more intense, and oftentimes almost impossible to overcome.”

Ethical Formation

“The question should always be asked: What is essential? What should we debate? And here is where I always repeat: God is what is essential. If we do not speak of God, if we do not bring others to the discovery of God, we will always remain in secondary things. Therefore, I find it of the utmost importance that at least these types of questions arise: Does God exist? How could I live without God? Is God really something important to me? I have always been amazed that in Vatican I, they wanted to take up this same dialogue, understand God with reason...this can be a meeting point: learn and make others understand the importance of a rational ethic for human co-existence. Later, if this is lived well, the person can open themselves interiorly to the question of God, the responsibility before God... Therefore, I believe that on the one hand, we should ourselves have a clear understanding of what is the essential that we desire and transmit it to others, and on the other, know what are the first steps we can take; certainly, in today’s world, a basic ethical formation is a fundamental step...I would say that we should have an interaction in ethics formation, that is today so important, however without omitting the question of God. Joining these two paths, I think perhaps we will be able to open ourselves to the God who is the only one who can give light.”

Schools

“I believe it is also important that the Church be presented in the school, because an education that is not at the same time an education with God and with the presence of God, that does not transmit the great ethical values in the light of Christ, is not an education. It is not enough to offer a professional formation without a formation of the heart. And the heart cannot be formed without at least the opportunity for the presence of God...May we work to make the Word of God present in the schools - where there are families of believers, as well as very unfortunately family situations. This mandate from the Lord - to proclaim the Gospel to all peoples - is not something that changes with time, or according to the continent; it is an interior mandate in that it enters into the diverse situations and dimensions of a society, to give at least a glimmer of light on the Gospel. May we truly announce the Gospel to all. I think that it is also today a matter of cultural formation...to learn about the Christian faith that has formed this continent and that is a light to all continents.” 

Dialogue

“...this coming together in dialogue, in respectful co-existence, respecting one another, accepting one another, just as we are, in communion. And at the same time, the presence of Christianity, of the Christian faith as a reference point for all people...that respecting liberties, is however a light to all and that unites us precisely in our differences. We hope that the Lord will help us always in this way, to accept the other person in their differences, respect them, and reveal the presence of Christ in this gesture of love, that is the true expression of his presence and His Word. May this help us to be truly ministers of Christ and of His salvation for the world.” (2 - end) (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 13/2/2008; righe 96, parole 1171)

9 February 2008 –Audience to participants at meeting "Woman and Man, humanum in its wholeness" VATICAN – Benedict XVI to participants at a Meeting to mark the 20th anniversary of Mulieris dignitatem: “it is necessary to recall God's design that created the human being masculine and feminine, with a unity and at the same time an original difference and complimentary ”

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) – “ A renewed anthropological study is certainly necessary based on the great Christian tradition, which incorporates new scientific advances and, given today's cultural sensitivity, in this way contributes to deepening not only the feminine identity but also the masculine, which is often the object of partial and ideological reflections. Faced with cultural and political trends that seek to eliminate, or at least cloud and confuse, the sexual differences inscribed in human nature, considering them a cultural construct, it is necessary to recall God's design that created the human being masculine and feminine, with a unity and at the same time an original difference and complimentary .” The Holy Father Pope Benedict XVI said this in his address during a special audience on 9 February granted to participants at  an international Conference: "Woman and Man, the Humanum in Its Entirety", organised on the occasion of the 20th anniversary of the publication of the Apostolic Letter Mulieris dignitatem by the Pontifical Council for the Laity.

The Holy Father underlined the relevance of the Conference theme “The man-woman relationship in its respective specificity, reciprocity and complementarity certainly constitutes a central point of the "anthropological question", so decisive in contemporary culture and ultimately for every culture”. Among the many papal interventions and documents on the question of women, Pope Benedict XVI mentioned those of John Paul II  especially his “Letter to Women” (1995) and his apostolic Letter “Mulieris dignitatem”. In 

the “Mulieris dignitatem” John Paul II reflected on the fundamental anthropological truths of man and woman, the equality of their dignity and the unity of both, the well-rooted and profound diversity between the masculine and the feminine and their vocation to reciprocity and complementarity, to collaboration and to communion. This "uni-duality" of man and woman - Pope Benedict continued - is based on the foundation of the dignity of every person created in the image and likeness of God, who "male and female he created them" (Gn 1: 27), avoiding an indistinct uniformity and a dull and impoverishing equality as much as an irreconcilable and conflictual difference. This dual unity brings with it, inscribed in body and soul, the relationship with the other, love for the other, interpersonal communion that implies "that the creation of man is also marked by a certain likeness to the divine communion" (Mulieris dignitatem, n. 7). Therefore, when men and women demand to be autonomous and totally self-sufficient, they run the risk of being closed in a self-reliance that considers ignoring every natural, social or religious bond as an expression of freedom, but which, in fact, reduces them to an oppressive solitude.”.

Coming to the end of his address the Pope lamented a persistent masculine mentality "that ignores the novelty of Christianity, which recognises and proclaims that men and women share equal dignity and responsibility. There are places and cultures where women are discriminated against or undervalued for the sole fact of being women, where recourse is made even to religious arguments and family, social and cultural pressure in order to maintain the inequality of the sexes, where acts of violence are consummated in regard to women, making them the object of mistreatment and of exploitation in advertising and in the consumer and entertainment industry”. In this situation the Holy Father reminded Christians of the urgent need strive to promote everywhere “a culture that recognises the dignity that belongs to women, in law and in concrete reality.”.

God entrusts to women and men,  "a specific vocation and mission in the Church and in the world”, the Pope said and he concluded. “ Children from their conception have the right to be able to count on their father and mother to take care of them and to accompany their growth. The State, for its part, must uphold with appropriate social policies everything that promotes the stability and unity of matrimony, the dignity and responsibility of couples, their rights and irreplaceable duty as educators of their children. Besides, it is necessary to enable the woman to collaborate in the building of society, appreciating her typical "feminine genius".” (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 12/2/2008; righe 45, parole 635)

9 February 2008 – Audience to National Assembly of FIES Italian Federation of Spiritual Exercises 

VATICAN - The Pope tells FIES: "in an age in which there is an ever stronger influence of secularisation, and on the other hand, in which there is experienced a widespread need to find God, we should never lack the possibility of dedicating time to an intense listening to his Word in silence and prayer."

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) - Benedict XVI reaffirmed the importance of spiritual exercises in his address to the participants of the National Assembly of the Italian Federation of Spiritual Exercises, whom he received in an audience on February 9th. “In Italy, while multiple spiritual initiatives grow and providentially spread, above all among youth,” the Pope said, “it appears however that the number of participants in authentic courses of spiritual exercises is decreasing, and it appears that this is verified as well among priests and among members of institutes of consecrated life. Therefore, it is worthwhile our keeping in mind that the “Exercises” are a spiritual experience, with specific intrinsic characteristics... Together with other plausible forms of spiritual retreat, there should never lack a participation in spiritual exercises, characterised by their climate of complete and profound silence that favours a personal and communal encounter with God and the contemplation of the face of Christ. My predecessors and I have called to mind this necessity, which should always be insisted upon.”
Benedict XVI later expressed his wish that "in an age in which there is an ever stronger influence of secularisation, and on the other hand, in which there is experienced a widespread need to find God, we should never lack the possibility of dedicating time to an intense listening to his Word in silence and prayer." The Pope advised Pastors of the various communities to maintain houses for spiritual exercises and offer well-formed “guides, as well as men and women leaders, available, prepared, and gifted with doctrinal and spiritual capacities that make them true masters of the spirit, experts in and passionate for the Word of God, faithful to the Magisterium of the Church. A well-done session of spiritual exercises can help instil in those who do them, a renewed participation in the Liturgy with joy and interest, especially in reciting the Liturgy of the Hours and above all, in the Eucharist. They can also rediscover the importance of the Sacrament of Penance, opening the way to conversion and the gift of reconciliation, as well as the value and meaning of Eucharistic adoration. During exercises, one can also reencounter the full and authentic meaning of the Rosary and the pious practice of the Stations of the Cross.” (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 12/2/2008; righe 29, parole 375)

10 February 2008 – Angelus

VATICAN - The Pope in the Angelus: “The message that the Virgin continues to spread in Lourdes reminds us of Jesus’ words at the start of His public ministry, words that we frequently hear in these days of Lent: ‘Convert and believe in the Gospel.’”

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) - “ ‘Entering into Lent’ means beginning a time of particular commitment to the spiritual fight against the evil present in the world, in each one of us, and in our surroundings. It means looking at evil in the face and being willing to fight against its consequences, above all against its causes, the root cause being Satan. It means not placing the blame for the problem of evil on others, on society, or on God. Rather, it consists in recognising one’s own responsibilities and conscientiously assuming them.” On Sunday, February 10, the First Sunday of Lent, the Holy Father Benedict XVI dedicated his address, made prior the recitation of the Angelus, to the meaning of Lent and to the 150th anniversary of the apparitions at Lourdes. Jesus’ invitation to take up one’s own “cross” and follow Him with humility and trust is an opportunity “to follow Jesus so as to find the strength to fight against sin and evil.” The Pope continued, “Entering into Lent, therefore, means renewing the personal and communal decision to fight evil, together with Christ. The Cross is the only way that leads to the victory of love over hate, of generosity over selfishness, of peace over violence.”
Benedict XVI later reminded the faithful that the beginning of Lent coincides this year with the 150th anniversary of the apparitions in Lourdes, as Mary first appeared to Bernadette Soubirous in the grotto at Massabielle on February 11, 1858. “The message that the Virgin continues to spread in Lourdes,” the Pope said, “reminds us of Jesus’ words at the start of His public ministry, words that we frequently hear in these days of Lent: ‘Convert and believe in the Gospel;’ pray and do penance. May we accept Mary’s invitation, which resonates with Christ’s, asking that they permit us to ‘enter’ with faith into Lent, so we can live this time of grace with interior joy and generous commitment.”
Before the recitation of the Angelus, the Holy Father entrusted all the sick and those who care for them, especially those who February 11 would be in St. Peter’s Basilica on the occasion of World Day of the Sick, to the Blessed Virgin Mary. “Unfortunately, I will not be able to accompany you because I will begin spiritual exercises that afternoon, Benedict XVI said, “but in the silence and recollection I will be praying for you and for all the needs of the Church and the world. To all those who will be praying for me to the Lord, I thank you now.” (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 12/2/2008; righe 31, parole 427)

16 February 2008 – Words of thanks to Cardinal Albert Vanhoye and members of Roman Curia at the end of Spiritual Exercises  

VATICAN - At the conclusion of his Spiritual Exercises, the Pope expresses gratitude to Cardinal Vanhoye: “you have allowed us to listen to the Lord’s voice and in this way, helped us to learn again what His and our priesthood is.”

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) - At 9 am, on Saturday, February 16, Spiritual Exercises in the presence of the Holy Father Benedict XVI came to an end, in the Redemptoris Mater Chapel in the Vatican. Following the final meditation, the Pope offered words of gratitude to Cardinal Albert Vanhoye, SJ, Secretary for the Pontifical Biblical Commission and preacher of the meditations for the exercises, as well as to all the members of the Roman Curia who have participated in the exercises. The Pope said, “I always had present before my eyes the image of Christ kneeling down before St. Peter to wash his feet. Through your meditations, this image spoke to me. I saw that precisely here, in this conduct, in this act of extreme humility, the new priesthood of Jesus is realised. And it is realised precisely in the act of solidarity with us, with our weakness, our suffering, our trials, even death.” 
Thus, the figure of St. Peter, who asks the Lord to wash “not only my feet, but my head and hands,” reveals, the Holy Father said, “the difficulty that St. Peter and that all of the other disciples of the Lord have in understanding the new and surprising characteristic of Jesus’ priesthood, this priesthood that is lowering of Himself, solidarity with us, and therefore, opening to us the true sanctuary, the risen Body of Jesus. In his entire time as disciple and even until his crucifixion, I believe, St. Peter must have been constantly listening to Jesus, in order to enter more deeply into the mystery of his own priesthood, that priesthood of Christ communicated to the apostles and to their successors. In this way, the figure of Peter was for me a figure of all of us during these days.” 
Benedict XVI concluded his brief address, directing these words to Cardinal Vanhoye: “You, Lord Cardinal, have allowed us to listen to the Lord’s voice and in this way, helped us to learn again what His and our priesthood is. You have helped us to enter into participation with the priesthood of Christ and thus, to receive a new heart, the heart of Jesus, as the centre of the mystery of the New Covenant.” (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 18/2/2008; righe 26, parole 367)

17 February 2008 – Angelus

VATICAN - Pope in his Angelus address: “Jesus manifests his glory to the apostles so that they have the strength to face the scandal of the cross and understand that it is necessary to pass through many tribulations to reach the Kingdom of God.” - Appeal for Lebanon

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) - The Gospel reading of Jesus’ temptations in the desert, in the First Sunday of Lent, and the event of the Transfiguration in the Second Sunday, “anticipate the Pascal Mystery: Jesus’ battle with the tempter is a prelude to the great final duel of the Passion, while the light of His transfigured Body anticipates the glory of the Resurrection.” This is what the Holy Father Benedict XVI spoke of, prior to the recitation of the Angelus with pilgrims in St. Peter’s Square, on February 17th, the Second Sunday of Lent. “On the one hand, we see Jesus as fully man, who shares the trials of temptation with us,” the Pope said, “and on the other, we contemplate the Son of God who divinises our humanity.” 
The Holy Father, following his explanation of the meaning of the mountain ( “[it] is the place of the presence of God. It is an elevated place and with respect to daily existence, a place where we breathe the pure air of creation. It is a place of prayer, where we stand in the presence of God.”), he pointed out that, “The transfiguration is an event of prayer. Praying, Jesus is immersed in God, He is united intimately to him, He adheres with His human will to the Father's will of love, and in this way light invades Him and the truth of His being appears visibly: He is God, Light from Light.” He also said that Jesus’ robes, that are “white and luminous," remind us of the white garment of Baptism: “Those who are reborn in Baptism are clothed in light, anticipating heavenly existence, which the Book of Revelation represents with the symbol of white robes.” The Holy Father also showed that “The Transfiguration is an anticipation of the Resurrection, but this presupposes death. Jesus manifests his glory to the apostles so that they have the strength to face the scandal of the cross and understand that it is necessary to pass through many tribulations to reach the Kingdom of God... To enter into life it is necessary to listen to Jesus, to follow Him along the way of the Cross, carrying, like Him, the hope of the resurrection in our heart. ‘Spe salvi,’ saved in hope. Today we can say: ‘Transfigured in hope.’”
Following the recitation of the Angelus, the Pope invited the faithful to pray for Lebanon, saying, “I am following with concern the persistent manifestations of tension in Lebanon. For almost three months the country has not been able to appoint a Head of State. Efforts to calm the crisis and the support offered by numerous high-profile members of the international community, even if they have not yet achieved anything, demonstrate the intention to identify a president who will be a president for all Lebanese and in this way create a basis for overcoming the existing divisions. Unfortunately, reasons for worry are not lacking, above all because of the unusual verbal violence and because of those who place their trust in force of arms and in the physical elimination of adversaries. Together with the Maronite patriarch and all the Lebanese bishops, I ask you to join in my supplication of Our Lady of Lebanon, that she encourage the citizens of that dear nation, and the politicians in particular, to work without ceasing for reconciliation, for a truly sincere dialogue, for peaceful co-existence and for the good of a homeland that is deeply felt as common.” (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 18/2/2008; righe 40, parole 577)

18 February 2008 – Audience to members of the Council for Relations between the Congregatoin for Institutes of Consecrated Life and Societies of Apostolic Life and the International Unions of Men and Women Superiors General (USG and UISG)

VATICAN - Benedict XVI: “we must not be discouraged, because if many clouds are gathering on the horizon of religious life today, there also exist (indeed they are constantly growing) signs of a providential reawakening which gives rise to consolation and hope.”

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) - “We are all aware how, in modern globalised society, it is becoming ever more difficult to announce and bear witness to the Gospel. The process of secularisation which is advancing in contemporary culture does not, unfortunately, spare even religious communities.” With these words, the Holy Father Benedict XVI addressed members of the executive committee of the International Union of Superiors General, on February 18. Over the course of the meeting, various aspects of consecrated life were addressed, bringing to light both positive elements and difficulties, expectations and challenges that the religious families find today in their experience.
In facing the difficulties of religious life, “we must not be discouraged, because if (as has been said) many clouds are gathering on the horizon of religious life today, there also exist (indeed they are constantly growing) signs of a providential reawakening which gives rise to consolation and hope. The Holy Spirit blows powerfully throughout the Church, creating a new commitment to faithfulness, both in the historical institutes and, at the same time, in new forms of religious consecration that reflect the needs of the times.”
What characterises these new forms of consecrated life, the Pope said, is the common desire, that is also shared with great enthusiasm, “for a radical form of evangelical poverty, for faithful love of the Church, and for generous dedication to the needy with particular attention to that spiritual poverty which so markedly characterises the modern age.”
In particular, the Holy Father observed that “those institutes that have conserved and chosen a state of life that is often austere and faithful to the Gospel lived 'sine glossa' have a wealth of vocations. I think of the many communities that remain faithful to this new forms of consecrated life, that you all know well; I think of the missionary work of so many groups and movements in the Church that are a source of many vocations to the priesthood and religious life; I think of the children and young people that leave everything to enter the monasteries and cloistered convents.” Benedict XVI later invited all to give thanks to the Lord, who “continues to send workers into His vineyard and to enrich His people with so many holy vocations.” He also invited all to pray that the many young people who have begun this path with enthusiasm, “persevere in their commitment on the authentic path of ascetic and spiritual perfection, on the path of true holiness.”
The Holy Father, reflecting on the Orders and Congregations of long-standing tradition in the Church, mentioned that in recent decades, “they have almost all - men and women - suffered a difficult crisis due to the aging of members, a more or less accentuated fall in vocations and, sometimes, a spiritual and charismatic ‘weariness.’” However, there are also signs of renewal, “especially when communities have chosen to return to the origins and live in a way more in keeping with the spirit of the founder. In almost all recent general chapters of religious institutes the recurring theme has been precisely that of rediscovering the original charism, to then incarnate it...has helped give institutes a promising new ascetic, apostolic and missionary impulse. It is along this road that we must continue, praying to the Lord to bring to full fruition the work he began.”
The Pope concluded with this exhortation: “And the Institutes of Consecrated Life, if they wish to maintain or renew their vitality and apostolic efficiency, they should continually ‘start afresh from Christ.’ He is the solid rock on which you should build your community and all your work in renewal of the community and in your apostolate.” (SL) (Agenzia Fides 20/2/2008; righe 49, parole 608)
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20 February 2008 – General Audience

VATICAN - The Pope in his General Audience: Saint Augustine is “always alive,” “He truly lives in his works, he is present among us, and thus, we see the permanent vitality of his faith to which he had dedicated all his life.”

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) - “May our Lenten journey be an occasion for making a decided effort of conversion and of a spiritual renewal towards an awakening to the authentic faith, for a full restoration of our relationship with God, and for a more generous evangelical commitment.” These were the words of the Holy Father Benedict XVI to the faithful at the General Audience on Wednesday, February 20 in St. Peter’s Basilica. Later, in the Paul VI Hall, the Pope met with other groups of pilgrims and gave the catechesis in which he continued his reflection on “the great figure of Saint Augustine,” who is “the Church Father who has left us the greatest number of works.” Pope Benedict XVI pointed out that, “some of Augustine’s writings are of utmost importance and not only for the history of Christianity, but for the formation of all Western culture.”
A few years prior to his death, Augustine reviewed all his works and shortly following his death, they were carefully documented, “with the explicit intention of preserving his thought amidst the widespread invasions of vandals throughout all the Roman Empire in Africa.” Amongst the vast literary collection of Augustine -including philosophical, apologetic, doctrinal, moral, monastic, exegetic, and anti-heretical writings, as well as letters and homilies - “some works of exceptional calibre stand out as great theological and philosophical works,” the Pope said, mentioning first the Confessions, which were written as three books between 377-400 AD. “They are a sort of autobiography in the form of a dialogue with God...’Confessions’ indicates, firstly, the confession of ones’ own weaknesses, the misery of our sins; but at the same time, confessions means praise and recognition of God. Seeing our own misery in God’s light becomes a source of praise and thanksgiving to God, because He loves us and accepts us, transforms us and elevates us to Himself....Among the works that are lesser known, although equally original and very important are: the “Retractationes,” from two books written around 427 AD, in which an aging Augustine makes a “review” (retractio) of all his written works, leaving behind a unique and valuable literary work, as well as a lesson on sincerity and intellectual humility.” 
Another “important and decisive in the development of modern political thought in the West and in Christian historical theology,” is the “De civitate Dei,” written between 413 and 426 in a series of 22 books, following the destruction of Rome by the Goths in 410. In this great work, Saint Augustine explains “what we should and should not expect from God and the relationship between the political and faith spheres of the Church. This book is still today a great source in defining true secularism and the Church’s competence, the great hope that faith gives us.”
Of equal importance is “De Trinitate,” a 15-volume work on the principal truth of the Christian faith: faith in the Triune God. It was written between 399-412 (the first 12 books published without Augustine’s knowledge), later completed and revised in 420. “Here, he reflects on the face of God and tries to understand this mystery that God is on, the only Creator of the world and of all of us, and yet, this God who is One is also Triune, a circle of love. He tries to comprehend this unsolvable mystery: His Triune nature, His being Three Persons, is the most real and profound truth of the One God.” The “De doctrina Christiana,” on the contrary, is a “cultural introduction to the interpretation of the Bible and to Christianity itself, that had a decisive importance in the formation of Western culture.”
In any case, the greatest worry for Augustine was always that of “bringing the Christian message to the simple...communicating the faith in a way that is understandable to all.” This intention was at the heart of his writings such as, “De catechizandis rudibus,” a theory and praxis on catechesis or “Psalmus contra partem Donati,” in which he denies the claim of Donatism to be the true religion in Africa. Then, there are his great many homilies that were often improvised and later transcribed...at times without being revised. The Holy Father concluded his catechesis on the works of Saint Augustine recalling the tradition of iconography that depicts him with a book in his hand, to express his literary fruits and also his love for books, for speaking, and his great knowledge of past cultures. Precisely because of his many works, conserved to this day, Saint Augustine today, “truly lives in his works, he is present among us, and thus, we see the permanent vitality of his faith to which he had dedicated all his life.” (S.L) (Agenzia Fides 21/2/2008; righe 59, parole 774)

21 February 2008 – Message to the Bishops of Cuba 
VATICAN - Pope’s Message to the Cuban Bishops on the occasion of the 10th Anniversary of the visit of John Paul II: the need for gratitude and renewal of the zeal for evangelization

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) - “The commemoration 10 years later of those unforgettable days for the Church and the Cuban people, lived as an enthusiastic world was watching, is without a doubt a call for gratitude toward my venerated Predecessor, and as well the manifestation of a passionate intention to renew the authentic evangelizing drive that he left deeply impressed in the hearts of all.” These were the words of the Holy Father Benedict XVI in his Message to the Bishops of Cuba, commemorating the 10th anniversary of Pope John Paul II’s visit to the country on January 21-26, 1998. The Message was delivered by the Secretary of State, Cardinal Tarcisio Bertone, upon his visit to Cuba for this celebration.
Following a cordial greeting of the Cardinal Archbishop of Havana, the President of the Cuban Bishops’ Conference and fellow bishops, the Pope assured them of his spiritual presence with them in Cuba, asking that the Lord grant Cubans, “strength and generosity to live your faith ever more intensely and to work in favor of a world enlightened by the Gospel.” “The proclamation of the Gospel of Christ continues to find hearts in Cuba open to welcoming it, carrying with it a constant responsibility to help them to grow in the spiritual life...Announcing true doctrine, listening to and deepening one's understanding of the word of God, promoting participation in the sacraments and foster a life of prayer, are all primary goals of pastoral action. Bringing to all the salvation of Christ is the nucleus of the Church’s mission.”
Although difficulties, a lack of resources, indifference, or even a lack of trust are capable of discouraging some Christian communities, “The believer knows that he can always put his hope in Jesus Christ, our Lord, who never lets us down, and who can overcome your heart with joy, giving meaning and fruitfulness to your life of faith. In fact, a little light can illumine the entire house and a bit of yeast can raise all the dough.” The Pope also spoke of the importance of small gestures of amiability and good will, simple and everyday acts of this nature, care for the suffering, and a selfless and disinterested service for the good of others, that “reveals a glimpse of the limitless love that God has for all and for each one.” It is of great importance, therefore, “the mission of the Church in Cuba in favor of those in need acquires a great importance, with specific works of service and attention to the men and women of all walks of life, that deserve to be sustained not only in their material needs, but also welcomed with affection and understanding.”
To his “beloved brothers in the Episcopate,” the Pope reminds them that in their hands lies “the care of the vineyard of the Lord in Cuba, where the proclamation of the Gospel arrived five centuries ago, and whose values had a great influence on the birth of the nation...This inheritance has marked the Cuban soul, that today needs your generous pastoral care to revive it, showing that the Church, focusing her gaze on Jesus Christ, does good, promotes the dignity of the person, and, sewing seeds of understanding, mercy and reconciliation, contributes to the progress of man and of society. You know that you can count on the closeness of the Pope and the brotherly prayer and collaboration of the other particular Churches throughout the entire world.” 
Concluding his Message, the Holy Father asks the Bishops to relay his affectionate greeting to the priests, religious communities, and lay faithful, as well as to all Cubans, invoking the Virgin of Charity of Cobre with the same words used by John Paul II, ten years ago: “Make the Cuban nation a home of brothers and sisters so that this people will open wide its mind, its heart and its life to Christ, the sole Savior and Redeemer, who lives and reigns with the Father and the Holy Spirit, for ever and ever.” (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 22/2/2008; righe 49, parole 665)

21 February 2008 – Audience for presentation of Credentials of the Ambassador of Serbia
VATICAN - Benedict XVI addresses new Ambassador of Serbia: “with regard to the current crisis in Kosovo, I call upon all interested parties to act with prudence and moderation, and to seek solutions that favor mutual respect and reconciliation.”

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) - The Holy Father Pope Benedict XVI received the credential letters of Vladeta Jankovic, Serbia's new ambassador to the Holy See, in an audience on February 21. In his address, the Pope called to mind that, “the Holy See greatly values its diplomatic links with Serbia, and hopes thereby to offer encouragement to the continuing efforts to build a future of peace, prosperity, reconciliation, and peaceful coexistence throughout the region... Few countries in the continent of Europe escaped the ravages of war in the last century, and all can learn from the lessons of the recent past. As you work towards a more secure future, it is vital to remember that the identity and the rich cultural tradition of your nation, as of all European nations, is deeply rooted in the heritage of Christian faith and the Gospel of love.”
The Holy Father continued: “If we choose to live by the values drawn from our Christian roots we discover the courage to forgive and to accept forgiveness, to be reconciled with our neighbors, and to build together a civilization of love in which all are accepted and respected. I know how deeply the Serb people have suffered in the course of recent conflicts and I wish to express my heartfelt concern for them and for the other Balkan nations affected by the sad events of the last decade. The Holy See shares your earnest desire that the peace which has been achieved will bring lasting stability to the region. In particular, with regard to the current crisis in Kosovo, I call upon all interested parties to act with prudence and moderation, and to seek solutions that favor mutual respect and reconciliation.”
Benedict XVI expressed his joy “for the progress in relations between the Catholic and Orthodox Christians,” hoping “that these positive developments will continue to bear fruit.” “Serbia's geographical situation, on the border between Eastern and Western Christianity, offers a unique opportunity to promote ecumenical dialogue, while its familiarity with Islam, both through its encounter with the Ottoman Empire and through the presence of many Muslims in the region today, opens up rich possibilities for progress in inter-religious dialogue. Both of these processes are of the utmost importance in establishing greater mutual understanding and respect between peoples and nations in the modern world.”
Lastly, the Pontiff expressed his appreciation for the steps taken by Serbia in recent years to guarantee freedom of religion, the restitution of properties that had been appropriated by the Yugoslavian Federation, to Churches and religious communities, and the introduction of religious teaching in schools. “I pray that this openness to religious values in society will continue to grow, so that public debate may be truly nourished by the principles derived from faith.... Without the nourishment that comes from living faith, culture is deeply impoverished and prospects for a truly humane civilization rapidly recede.” (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 22/2/2008; righe 38, parole 480)

21 February 2008 – Audience with participants at General Congregation of the Society of Jesus 22
VATICAN - The Pope encourages the Jesuits to retrace the steps of their predecessors “with the same courage and intelligence, and also the same profound motivation of faith and passion for serving the Lord and his Church”

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) - Pope Benedict XVI fervently hopes the Society of Jesus will “live with new impulse and fervour the mission for which the Spirit called it into being in the Church and has maintained it with extraordinary fecundity of apostolic fruits for over four and a half centuries" and he encourages its members “to continue on the path of this mission, faithful to the original charisma, in the ecclesial and social context which characterises the beginning of this millennium” . The Pope said this in his address to participants at the 35th General Congregation of the Society of Jesus (Jesuits), whom he received in audience on 21 February.
After recalling how the first companions of Ignatius put themselves at the Pope's disposal to proclaim the Lord to peoples and cultures who had yet to meet Him - “the name of Saint Francis Xavier is the most famous of all, but how many more could be mentioned!” - the Holy Father said: “today the peoples who do not yet know the Lord, or know too little about Him to recognise Him as the Saviour, are distant from a cultural rather than a geographical point of view. Rather than the seas or great distances, what challenge today's announcers of the Gospel, are frontiers which a mistaken or superficial vision of God and man, place between faith and human knowledge, faith and modern science, faith and commitment for justice.”
This is why “the Church has urgent need of persons of deeply rooted faith, serious culture and genuine human and social sensitivity, religious and priests dedicated to spending their lives on these frontiers in order to bear witness and to help people understand that on the contrary there exists deep harmony between faith and reason, between the spirit of the Gospel, thirst for justice and active commitment for peace. Only in this way is it possible to make the true face of the Lord known to the many people for whom He is hidden or unrecognisable”. Benedict XVI went on to say that in order to fulfil this principal duty, the Society of Jesus should “continue to form its members with great care in science and virtue, never being content with mediocrity, because the task of comparison and dialogue with very different social and cultural contexts and different ways of thinking in the world today, is among the most difficult and demanding”.
In its long history the Society of Jesus “has lived extraordinary experiences of announcement and encounter between the Gospel and the world's cultures”, the Holy Father recalled, encouraging the Jesuits to retrace the steps of their predecessors “with the same courage and intelligence, and also the same profound motivation of faith and passion for serving the Lord and his Church”, loyally shouldering “the Church's fundamental duty to be faithful to her mandate to adhere totally to the Word of God, and the task of the Magisterium to preserve the truth and unity of Catholic doctrine in its completeness”. The Pope also urged the Jesuits to ensure that their initiatives and institutions “maintain a clear and explicit identity”, to ensure that the goal of apostolic activities “is never ambiguous or unclear”. 
The presence in the world of the forces of evil reveals itself today especially in cultural tendencies such as subjectivism, relativism, hedonism, practical materialism. “This is why -Benedict XVI continued - I have asked you to make a renewed effort to promote and defend Catholic doctrine … issues continually discussed and questioned today, the salvation of all mankind in Christ, sexual morals, marriage and the family, must be studied and illuminated in the context of present day reality, while maintaining the necessary harmony with the Magisterium to avoid causing confusion or disconcertment among People of God”. The Holy Father then said: “I am aware and I understand that this point is particularly sensitive and demanding for you and for many of your confreres, especially those engaged in theological research, interreligious dialogue and dialogue with present day cultures. This is why I have asked you and I ask you again today to reflect in order to find the fullest sense of your characteristic 'fourth vow' of obedience to the Successor of Peter, which involves not only willingness to be sent to distant lands on mission, but also - in the most genuine Ignatian spirit ‘to feel with the Church and in the Church’ - to ‘love and serve’ the Vicar of Christ on earth with that ‘effective and affective’ devotion which must place you among his most valid and irreplaceable collaborators in his service for the universal Church ”.
In the last part of his address the Pope urged the Jesuits to “continue to renew the mission among the poor and with the poor” and to give “special attention” to the ministry of Spiritual Exercises. “The choice of the poor is not ideological, it is born of the Gospel - the Holy Father said -. Countless and dramatic are the situations of injustice and poverty in today's world, and although the structural causes of these situations must be understood and fought, it is also necessary to delve deep into the human heart and fight there the profound roots of evil, sin which separates man from God, while not forgetting to meet in the spirit and charity of Christ the most urgent needs”. With regard to spiritual exercises, Benedict XVI said: “it is up to you to continue to make these a valid and effective means for the spiritual growth of souls, to initiate them to prayer, to meditation, in this secularised world in which God appears to be absent… Spiritual Exercises are an especially valid means and method of seeking and finding God, in ourselves, around us and in everything, in order to know his will and put it into practice.” (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 22/2/2008; righe 65, parole 963)

22 February 2008 – Message for the 45th  World Day of Prayer for Vocations

VATICAN - Holy Father’s Message for the World Day of Prayer for Vocations: “this missionary dimension is associated in a special and intimate way with the priestly vocation”

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) - “Vocations at the Service of the Church on Mission,” is the theme that has been chosen by the Holy Father Benedict XVI for the next World Day of Prayer for Vocations, to be celebrated on the 4th Sunday of Easter, April 13, 2008. In his Message on the occasion, the Pope firstly recalled Jesus’ command entrusted to the Apostles: “Go, therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit” (Mt 28:19), assuring them: “I am with you always, to the close of the age” (Mt 28: 20). The Pope continues, “The Church is missionary in herself and in each one of her members. Through the sacraments of Baptism and Confirmation, every Christian is called to bear witness and to announce the Gospel, but this missionary dimension is associated in a special and intimate way with the priestly vocation. In the covenant with Israel, God entrusted to certain men, called by him and sent to the people in his name, a mission as prophets and priests.”
Jesus Christ, through whom the promises made to our fathers were fulfilled, “already in his public life, while preaching in Galilee, chose some disciples to be his close collaborators in the messianic ministry.” In what is called the “ ‘missionary discourse,’ we may take note of those aspects which distinguish the missionary activity of a Christian community, eager to remain faithful to the example and teaching of Jesus. To respond to the Lord’s call means facing in prudence and simplicity every danger and even persecutions... Having become one with their Master, the disciples are no longer alone as they announce the Kingdom of heaven; Jesus himself is acting in them... Precisely because they have been sent by the Lord, the Twelve are called “Apostles”, destined to walk the roads of the world announcing the Gospel as witnesses to the death and resurrection of Christ... The Book of the Acts of the Apostles also assigns a very important role in this task of evangelization to other disciples whose missionary vocation arises from providential, sometimes painful, circumstances such as expulsion from their own lands for being followers of Jesus (cf. 8,1-4). The Holy Spirit transforms this trial into an occasion of grace, using it so that the name of the Lord can be preached to other peoples, stretching in this way the horizons of the Christian community.”
The Holy Father then speaks of the figure of Paul of Tarsus: “The story of Paul, the greatest missionary of all times, brings out in many ways the link between vocation and mission. Accused by his opponents of not being authorized for the apostolate, he makes repeated appeals precisely to the call which he received directly from the Lord...what ‘impels’ the Apostles (cf. 2 Cor 5: 14) is always ‘the love of Christ.’ Innumerable missionaries, throughout the centuries, as faithful servants of the Church, docile to the action of the Holy Spirit, have followed in the footsteps of the first disciples... In fact, the love of Christ must be communicated to the brothers by example and words, with all one’s life.”
And the Holy Father continues: “Among those totally dedicated to the service of the Gospel, are priests, called to preach the word of God, administer the sacraments, especially the Eucharist and Reconciliation, committed to helping the lowly, the sick, the suffering, the poor, and those who experience hardship in areas of the world where there are, at times, many who still have not had a real encounter with Jesus Christ. Missionaries announce for the first time to these people Christ’s redemptive love.”
The number of Baptized increases each year, “thanks to the pastoral work of these priests, who are wholly consecrated to the salvation of their brothers and sisters. In this context, a special word of thanks must be expressed to the 'fidei donum' priests who work faithfully and generously at building up the community by proclaiming the word of God and breaking the Bread of Life, devoting all their energy to serving the mission of the Church.” Pope Benedict XVI invited the faithful to give thanks to God, “for all the priests who have suffered even to the sacrifice of their lives in order to serve Christ,” recalling the fact that “through His priests, Jesus becomes present among the men of today, even in the most remote corners of the earth.”
The Message also highlighted, “the main role in the evangelization of the world,” crowned with the hosts of religious brothers and sisters: “With their continual and community prayer, contemplatives intercede without ceasing for all humanity. Religious of the active life, with their many charitable activities, bring to all a living witness of the love and mercy of God.” Thus, the Pope also recommends that Christian communities never fail “to provide both children and adults with constant education in the faith. It is necessary to keep alive in the faithful a committed sense of missionary responsibility and active solidarity with the peoples of the world.” 
The vocations to the priestly ministry and to the consecrated life, “can only flourish in a spiritual soil that is well cultivated. Christian communities that live the missionary dimension of the mystery of the Church in a profound way will never be inward looking...The Church prays everyday to the Holy Spirit for the gift of vocations. Gathered around the Virgin Mary, Queen of the Apostles, as in the beginning, the ecclesial community learns from her how to implore the Lord for a flowering of new apostles, alive with the faith and love that are necessary for the mission.” (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 25/2/2008; righe 69, parole 944)

23 February 2008 –Letter on the urgent task of Education to diocese and city of Rome

VATICAN - The Pope presents his “Letter on the Urgent Task of Education” to the Diocese of Rome: “even in our times, educating towards the good is possible”

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) - “We have come together here because of our common search for the good of the new generations, for the growth and future of the children that the Lord has given this city. We are also moved by a common concern, i.e. the perception of what we have called, ‘a great educational emergency.’” With these words, the Holy Father addressed the crowds of people in St. Peter’s Square, on Saturday, February 23, during the presentation and delivery of the “Letter on the Urgent Task of Education,” dated January 21, to the Diocese of Rome (see Fides 24/1/2008). 
“Educating, however, has never been an easy task and today it seems to be becoming ever more difficult...There is certainly a strong temptation among both parents and teachers as well as educators in general to give up, since they run the risk of not even understanding what their role or rather the mission entrusted to them is.” And yet, “we feel upheld by a great hope and a strong trust...even in our times educating towards the good is possible. It is a passion that we should carry in our hearts. It is a common task, to which each one is called to make his own contribution.”
Through his Letter, the Pope made some concrete suggestions “on the fundamental and common aspects of the work of education,” and in delivering it to the Diocese of Rome, Benedict XVI wished to show his affectionate encouragement towards educators, “hoping that the great inheritance of faith and culture that is the truest wealth of this beloved city, may not be lost in the passing from one generation to the next.” In his address, the Pontiff also spoke of the various groups of people working in the education field. 
To parents, the Pope asked that they remain strong, always, in their mutual love: “This is the first and greatest gift that your children deserve, in order to grow in tranquillity, and acquire self-confidence and confidence in life and thus, make them capable of an authentic and generous love.”
To the teachers, the Pope recommended that they “have a high and great ideal” in their work. “Your task, therefore, cannot be limited to offering only facts and information, leaving aside the great question of truth, above all, that truth that can be the guide for life. [...] To you, in close harmony with parents, the noble art of formation of the person has been entrusted. In particular, those who teach in Catholic schools should carry within them and translate into daily action an educational work that has the Lord Jesus and His Gospel as its center.”
Benedict XVI later addressed priests, religious, catechists, animators, and formers from the parishes, youth groups, Church associations and movements, oratories, and sports and recreational activities, asking that they be “those friends of confidence,” in whom, the youth “may be able to encounter Jesus’ love and friendship for them.” He also advised them to be, “the sincere and courageous witnesses to that truth that frees and that shows the new generations the way that leads to life.”
Lastly, to the children, teenagers, and young men and women, the Pope reminded them that they are called, “to be the artisans in their own moral, cultural, and spiritual growth.” “It is up to you, therefore, to freely receive in your hearts, in your intelligence, and in your life, the inheritance of truth, goodness, and beauty that has been formed over the centuries and that has Jesus Christ as its cornerstone. It is up to you to renew and develop, later, this inheritance, freeing it from the lies and ugliness that often makes it unrecognizable and provokes mistrust and disappointment in you.”
On this arduous path, the Pope said, they can count on help from their parents, teachers, priests, friends, and educators, but above all, on “the God who has created us and is the hidden guest of our hearts...He is the true hope and solid foundation for our lives. In Him, above all others, we can place our trust.” (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 25/2/2008; righe 50, parole 676)

24 February 2008 – Angelus

VATICAN - The Pope in the Angelus address: “let us too open our hearts to the confident hearing of the word of God to meet, like the Samaritan woman, Jesus, who reveals his love to us” - Appeal for Ecuador

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) - Prior to the recitation of the Angelus on Sunday, February 24, Pope Benedict XVI focused his reflection on the dialogue that unfolds between Jesus and the Samaritan woman (cf. Jn. 4:5-42), presented in the liturgy of the Third Sunday of Lent. “It is impossible for a brief explanation of this passage of the Gospel to bring out its richness: It is necessary to read and meditate on it personally,” the Pope said, inviting the faithful to identify themselves with the surprise of that Samaritan woman, upon seeing Jesus seated next to the well where she daily went to draw water. The woman was above all surprised at the fact that Jesus, a Jew, would speak to a Samaritan woman, whom He did not know. Jesus then speaks to her of a “living water,” capable of quenching her thirst and that would become in her “a spring of water welling up to eternal life.” He showed her that He knew about her personal life; He revealed that the hour had come to worship the one true God in spirit and in truth; and in the end He confided to her - something incredibly rare - that He was the Messiah.
The Pope also explained that the theme of “thirst” runs through the entire Gospel of John: “The thirst of Christ is an entranceway into the mystery of God, who made himself thirsty to refresh us, as He made himself poor to enrich us (cf. 2 Corinthians 8:9). Yes, God thirsts for our faith and our love. Like a good and merciful father he desires for us all possible good and this good is God himself. For her part the Samaritan woman represents the existential unhappiness of those who have not found what they are looking for...But everything changes for her that day, on account of her conversation with the Lord Jesus.” The Holy Father concluded his explanation saying, “let us also open our hearts to the confident hearing of the word of God to meet, like the Samaritan woman, Jesus, who reveals his love to us and says to us: The Messiah, your Savior, ‘It is I, who speak to you’ (John 4:26). May Mary, first and perfect disciple of the Word Made Flesh, obtain this gift for us.” 
Following the recitation of the Angelus, the Holy Father made an appeal in support of Ecuador: “Recent floods have devastated large areas of the coast of Ecuador, causing very grave damage, which adds to the damage caused by the eruption of Tungurahua. As I entrust the victims of this calamity to the Lord, I express my personal nearness to those who are experiencing times of anxiety and tribulation and I invite all to a fraternal solidarity, so that the people of these areas can return as soon as possible to the normalcy of daily life.” 
Lastly, Benedict XVI extended an invitation to all the university students of Rome to participate in the Marian vigil to be held next Saturday, March 1, at 5 p.m., in the Paul VI Hall. The event is also set to be attended by students of other European and American countries, who will participate in it by radio and television links. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 25/2/2008; righe 37, parole 537).

24 February 2008 – Pastoral Visit to Santa Maria Liberatrice parish 

VATICAN - Benedict XVI addresses the Roman Parish of Santa Maria Liberatrice: “Jesus wants to lead us, as He did the Samaritan woman, to profess our faith in Him with determination, so that we may also proclaim and testify to our brothers the joy of meeting Him”

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) - On Sunday, February 24, at 9am, the Holy Father Benedict XVI made a pastoral visit to the Parish of Santa Maria Liberatrice, in Rome’s Testaccio district, in commemoration of the centennial anniversary of the Church’s dedication. During the Mass, the Pope recalled that, “St. Pius X entrusted the parish to the spiritual sons of Don Bosco, and they, under the vigorous leadership of [...] Blessed Don Michele Rua, built the church where we now find ourselves,” although the Salesians had already been conducting social and apostolic work in this area of Rome. 
“In the Bible passages of the Third Sunday of Lent, we find useful points for meditation, that are especially pertinent to this important event,” the Pope said in his homily, referring to the jubilee anniversary. “Through the symbol of water, that we find in the first reading and in the Gospel reading of the Samaritan woman, the Word of God offers a message that is always living and always relevant to our time: God thirsts for our faith and He wants us to find in Him the source of our true happiness. The risk for every believer is that of practicing and inauthentic religiosity, of looking in God for an answer to the deepest desires of the heart, indeed, of using God as if he were in the service of our wishes and plans.”
Citing the first reading, where the Hebrew people, suffering in the desert, feel self-pity and begin to rebel against Moses and almost against God Himself, the Holy Father pointed out that, “The people demand that God come to answer their longings and desires, instead of trustfully abandoning themselves into His Hands, and amidst the trial, they lose their trust in Him. There are so many times when we do not docilely conform our will to the divine will, but instead want God to accomplish our designs and meet our every expectation; so often our faith shows itself to be fragile, our trust weak, our religiosity contaminated by magical and merely worldly elements.” Later, the Pope recalled the Gospel passage of the encounter between Jesus and the Samaritan woman in Sicar, at Jacob’s Well. “If there is a physical thirst for water that is indispensable for living on the earth, there is also in man a spiritual thirst that only God can quench [...] a thirst for the infinite that can only be satisfied by the water that Jesus offers, the living water of the Spirit.”
The Holy Father continued, “In the dialogue between Jesus and the Samaritan woman, we see marked out a spiritual itinerary for each one of us, which every Christian community is called to rediscover and continually follow. In its proclamation within the time of Lent, this Gospel passage takes on a particularly important meaning for the catechumens as they approach Baptism...However, we too, as Baptized faithful, also find in this Gospel account an urge to rediscover the importance and meaning of our Christian life. Jesus wants to lead us, as He did the Samaritan woman, to profess our faith in Him with determination, so that we may also proclaim and testify to our brothers the joy of meeting Him and the marvels that his love accomplishes in our existence. Faith is born from the encounter with Jesus, recognized and received as the definitive Revealer and Savior.”
Concluding his homily, the Pope exhorted the faithful of Santa Maria Liberatrice to always open their hearts more and more, “to pastoral missionary action, which moves every Christian to meet people -- especially the youth and families -- there where they live, work, pass their free time, to proclaim God's merciful love.” (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 25/2/2008; righe 45, parole 612)

25 February 2008 –Audience to participants at Meeting organised by Pontifical Academy for Life 

VATICAN - Benedict XVI, in the audience with participants of the international congress of the Pontifical Academy for Life: “the firm and constant ethical condemnation of all forms of direct euthanasia, in keeping with the centuries-long teaching of the Church.”

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) - “Close by the Incurable Sick Person and the Dying: Scientific and Ethical Aspects,” was the theme for the international Congress held by the Pontifical Academy for Life, for the occasion of their 14th General Assembly. Speaking to participants, in an audience on February 25, Pope Benedict XVI reminded them that every earthly life that ends, is a “new birth and a renewed existence, offered by the Risen One to those who do not voluntarily oppose themselves to His Love. Death concludes the experience of earthly life, but through death there opens for each of us, beyond time, the full and definitive life. ... For the community of believers, this encounter between the dying person and the Source of Life and Love represents a gift that has a universal value, that enriches the communion of the faithful. This fact should be of interest to the entire community, not only to close family members, but also others who have known the dying person. No believer should die alone and abandoned.” 
Not only the Christian community, “committed to the accompaniment and celebration, with its members, in the mystery of suffering, death, and the dawn of new life,” but also the entire society, through its health care and civil institutions, “is called to respect the life and dignity of the seriously ill and the dying.” The Pope pointed out the duty of health care institutions “to express the solidarity of love, and to safeguard and respect human life in every moment of its earthly development, especially when it is ill or in its terminal stages.” “In more concrete terms, this means ensuring that every person in need finds the necessary support through appropriate treatments and medical procedures - identified and administered using criteria of therapeutic proportionality - while bearing in mind the moral duty to administer (on the part of doctors) and to accept (on the part of patients) those means for preserving life which, in a particular situation, may be considered as 'ordinary.' In turn, those therapies with significant levels of risk or that may reasonably be judged to be 'extraordinary', recourse thereto may be considered as morally acceptable, but optional. Furthermore, it will always be necessary to ensure that everyone has the treatment they require, and that families tried by the sickness of one of their members receive support, especially if the sickness is serious or prolonged.”
The Pope expressed his desire that in the work norms, there be a specific recognition of family rights “during the terminal illness of their loved one,” because “a supportive and humanitarian society cannot ignore the difficult situations of the families who, sometimes over the course of a long period of time, must carry the weight of at-home assistance for seriously ill...In a complex society, heavily influenced by the notions of productivity and economic demands, weak persons and poor families run the risk, in moments of economic difficulty and/or illness, of being overwhelmed.” 
In the large cities, there is increasing number of elderly and people who live on their own, especially in moments of serious illness and as they near death. “In these circumstances, the pressures towards euthanasia increase, especially when a utilitarian view of people has become established. Once again, I would like to remind all of the firm and constant ethical condemnation of all forms of direct euthanasia, in keeping with the centuries-long teaching of the Church.” 
At the end of his speech, the Holy Father expressed his desire that “the synergetic efforts of civil society and of the community of believers must ensure not only that everyone is able to live in a dignified and responsible way, but also that they can face moments of trial and of death in the finest condition of fraternity and solidarity, even where death comes in a poor family or a hospital bed...offering and being a witness to solidarity and charity towards every person that suffers, especially those approaching death. Society, for its part, must ensure due support to families who undertake to care in the home, sometimes for long periods, sick members who are afflicted with degenerative conditions, ...or who need particularly costly assistance.” (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 26/2/2008; righe 52, parole 692)

27 February 2008 – General Audience

VATICAN - Benedict XVI, in the General Audience, concludes his catechesis on Saint Augustine: “may we be granted the grace every day to follow the example of this great convert, finding the Lord in every moment of our lives, as he did.”

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) - The General Audience on Wednesday, February 27, has also taken place in two phases: first, in the Basilica of St. Peter and later, in the Paul VI Hall, where the Holy Father Benedict XVI concluded his catechesis on St. Augustine. “I encourage you all to grow in charity through concrete gestures in support of the weakest and most in need, whose face is the image of Christ’s,” the Pope told pilgrims in the Basilica of St. Peter, reminding them that, “this time of Lent is characterized by a personal and common effort in adhering to Christ, so as to be witnesses of His love.”
Later, in the Paul VI Hall, the Pope said, “With today’s encounter, I wanted to conclude this presentation on the figure of Saint Augustine. After having meditated on his life, his works, and on some aspects of his thought, today I wanted to revisit his interior experience, that made his one of the greatest converts in Christian history.” Recalling his pilgrimage to Pavia, to venerate the remains of this great Father of the Church, Benedict XVI revealed his own “personal devotion and recognition” of St. Augustine, to whom he feels very closely tied, as he was “theologian, priest, and pastor.” 
Whoever reads the Confessions, “can easily see that Augustine’s conversion can be described as a journey that remains a true example for each one of us.” It was a journey that continued with humility until the end of his life. You could say that it had different stages - three stages are easily distinguished - in one great and unique conversion.” 
“The first stage of his conversion occurs precisely in his steady approach towards Christianity,” the Pope said, recalling that Augustine, “although he had lived a disordered life as a young man, he had always felt a great attraction towards Christ, having been fed this love for the Lord’s name as a child.” As well, philosophy, especially Plato, lead him to draw closer to Christ later. The decisive step came with his reading of the letters of Saint Paul, that “revealed fully” the truth.
“The African professor of rhetoric arrived at this fundamental stage in his long journey,” the Pope said, thanks to his passion for man and for the truth that lead him to search for God, great and unreachable. “His faith in Christ made him understand that God, seemingly so distant, was in truth not distant at all. In fact he has come near us, becoming one of us. In this sense his faith in Christ allowed Augustine to accomplish his long search for truth.”
Once returned to Africa, after about three years of living a life of contemplation and study, Augustine was ordained a priest in Hippo and sent to serve the faithful. “In this way, renouncing a life of consecration spent only in meditation, Augustine learned, although at times with difficulty, to place his intelligence at the service of others. He learned to communicate the faith to the simple people and thus live for them, in that city that became his own, through his untiring and constant generous activity...However, he took up this responsibility, knowing that it was precisely in this way that he would be closest to Christ. His second conversion consisted in his understanding that the best means to reach others is through simplicity and humility.”
The final stage in the Augustine journey, his third conversion, “was in every day of his life, asking forgiveness from God.” In fact, in the last moments of his life, he understood that “ we always are in need of a cleansing from Christ, that He wash our feet, that we be renewed by Him. We need a permanent conversion. Up to the end we need to demonstrate a humility that acknowledges that we are sinners on a journey, until the Lord gives us his hand and leads us to eternal life. It is with this attitude of humility that Augustine lived out his final days until his death. 
In the last part of the catechesis, Benedict XVI spoke of Augustine’s profound humility before the Lord, who introduced him to “the experience of an intellectual humility.” “Converted to Christ, who is truth and love, Augustine served Him his entire life and became a model for every human being, for all of us in search of God. The Pope also spoke of his gratitude to Augustine in the writing of both his encyclicals, as he is now “greatly indebted to Augustine and his encounter with God.” Finally, the Holy Father asked that the faithful pray to God, that we may be “granted the grace every day to follow the example of this great convert, finding the Lord in every moment of our lives, as he did, as He is the only one who can save us, purify us, and give us true happiness, true life.” (SL) (Agenzia Fides 28/2/2008; righe 59, parole 812)

28 February 2008 – Audience to Bishops of El Salvador on ad Limina Apostolorum visit 

VATICAN - The Pope to the Bishops of El Salvador in their Ad Limina visit: “promote ambitious and audacious efforts at evangelization in your diocesan communities, to ensure that all the faithful may experience that intimate meeting with the living Christ which is at the basis and origin of Christian existence.”

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) - “The El Salvadorian people are characterized by their living faith and deep religious sentiment. The Gospel, taken there by the first missionaries and fervently preached by pastors full of love for God such as Archbishop Oscar Arnulfo Romero, has become deeply rooted in that beautiful land, bringing abundant fruits of Christian life and sanctity.” This is what the Holy Father Benedict XVI spoke of in his audience on February 28, with the Bishops’ Conference of El Salvador in their Ad Limina visit.
The Pope remarked on the fact that poverty forces many people to emigrate in search of better living conditions, often bringing negative consequences to the stability of marriage and the family. He also recognized the prelates' efforts to promote reconciliation and peace in the country and so overcome the painful events of the past. Referring to violence, which “is considered as your country's most serious problem,” the Pope told the prelates “that its increase is the direct consequence of other deeper social scourges such as poverty, a lack of education, the progressive loss of those values which have always forged the Salvadorian soul, and the break-up of families.”
The Pope underlined the fact that “the family is a vital asset for the Church and for society, as well as being a basic factor in constructing peace.” He also recognized the commitment of the Bishops “to revitalize and reinforce adequate and effective pastoral care among families in all your dioceses, offering young people a solid spiritual and emotional formation that may help them discover the beauty of God's plan for human love, and enable them coherently to experience the authentic values of marriage and the family such as tenderness, mutual respect, self-control, total dedication and constant fidelity.”
Speaking to them about the situation of poverty that many live in, and the need to improve economic conditions, Benedict XVI said, “Yet it must not be forgotten that man is not just a product of the material and social conditions in which he lives. He needs more, desires more than what science or any other human initiative can offer. There is a great thirst for God...men yearn for God deep down in their hearts, and He is the only one who can quench their thirst for fullness and life, because only He can offer the certainty of an unconditional love, a love stronger than death...That is why it is necessary to promote ambitious and audacious efforts at evangelization in your diocesan communities, to ensure that all the faithful may experience that intimate meeting with the living Christ which is at the basis and origin of Christian existence.”
What is needed is a pastoral work based “in Christ Himself, who should be known, loved, and imitated, in order to live in Him the Trinitarian life and transform, with Him, history up to its perfection in the Heavenly Jerusalem.” The laity “must be helped to discover the spiritual richness of their Baptism...that will illumine their commitment to offer testimony to Christ in the midst of human society.” To fulfill “this most exalted vocation,” they need to be firmly rooted in an intense life of prayer, to listen assiduously and humbly to the Word of God, to participate frequently in the Sacraments, and thus, acquire a strong ecclesial sense of belonging and solid doctrinal formation, especially as concerns the Church's social doctrine. 
Benedict XVI reminded Bishops to take special care for their priests, as they “deserve your best attentions and your closeness to each one. Be aware of their individual circumstances, serve them in all their spiritual and material needs and encourage them to proceed joyfully along the path of priestly sanctity.” He also advised them to follow the religious institutes closely, “supporting and promoting, in your diocesan communities, the vocation and mission of consecrated life and encouraging them to collaborate in the diocesan pastoral activity.”
“Although the challenges you have before you are great, and seemingly surpass your own strengths and capacities,” the Holy Father concluded, “you know that you can turn to the Lord with confidence. There is nothing impossible for Him and you can open your heart to the movements of divine grace. In this constant contact with Jesus, the Good Shepherd, in prayer, your best pastoral plans will become a reality for your communities and you will truly be ministers of hope for all your brothers.” (S.L) (Agenzia Fides 29/2/2008; righe 55, parole 730)

29 February 2008 – Audience to Plenary Assembly of the Pontifical Council Cor Unum
VATICAN - Speaking to the Plenary Assembly of the Pontifical Council Cor Unum, the Pope reminded them that the charitable activity of the Church “must never be reduced to mere philanthropy but must be a tangible expression of evangelical love”

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) - “Those who work in the many forms of charitable activity of the Church cannot, then, content themselves just with offering technical services or resolving practical problems and difficulties. The assistance they provide must never be reduced to mere philanthropy but must be a tangible expression of evangelical love. Whoever works for the good of man in parish, diocesan, or international organizations, does so in the name of the Church and is, therefore, called offer an authentic manifestation of the Church through his activity.” These were the words of the Holy Father Benedict XVI to the Plenary Assembly of the Pontifical Council “Cor Unum, received in an audience on February 29. 
In his speech, the Pope focused on the importance of the of the Assembly’s theme: “Human and spiritual qualities of people who work in Catholic charity institutions,” recalling how he had dedicated his first Encyclical “Deus Caritas Est,” to the theme of charity. The Holy Father then expressed his “particular recognition” of all those who, in various roles, work in the field of charity: “We give thanks to God for the many Christians who dedicate their time and energy to providing not only material aid, but also support in the form of consolation and hope for those in difficult conditions, cultivating a constant promotion on favor of the true good of man. Charitable activity occupies a central position in the Church's evangelizing mission.” As the works of charity “are an important area in which to meet people who do not yet know Christ, or who know Him only partially. It is right, then, that pastors and those responsible for pastoral charity work ... should concern themselves with the human, professional and theological-spiritual formation" of people who operate in this field.
If a great emphasis is made, in this day and age, on the importance of permanent formation in society and in the Church, in acquiring a certain level of technical competence among those working in the charitable organizations of the Church, it is also necessary that a “formation of the heart” (spoken of by Pope Benedict XVI in his Encyclical “Deus Caritas Est,” 31a) be acquired, as well: “intimate and spiritual formation that, in finding Christ, radiates that character of the soul that alone can recognize and satisfy man’s desires and needs. This is precisely what allows us to take on the same longings of merciful love that God has for every human being. In the moments of suffering and pain, this is the necessary approach.” The formation in this area should, therefore, be the common characteristic among the workers in the various different charitable organizations, “so that they may also, and above all, be witnesses of evangelical love. This can only occur if the ultimate aim of their mission is not that of being social service operatives, but of announcing the Gospel of charity. Following Christ's footsteps, they are called to be witnesses of the value of life in all its expressions, especially defending the life of the weak and the sick,” the Pope said, later pointing out the example of Blessed Mother Teresa of Calcutta. “Secondly,” the Pope continued, “called to be witnesses of love, of the fact that we fully become men and women when we live for others, that no one must die and live for themselves alone, that happiness is not found in the solitude of a life lived for oneself, but rather through a gift of self. Lastly, those who work in the field of Church activity, must be witnesses of God, Who is fullness of love and invites us to love. The source of every act of a Church worker is God, who is Love, Creator, and Redeemer.” (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 3/3/2008; righe 44, parole 619)

VERBA PONTIFICIS 

Conversion

Only Christ himself truly and completely accomplishes the Sermon on the Mount. We always need to be washed by Christ, who washes our feet, and be renewed by him…Until the end we need this humility that recognises that we are sinners journeying along [...] (General Audience  27 February 2008).

Cross

Although the "cross" may be heavy it is not synonymous with misfortune, with disgrace, to be avoided on all accounts; rather it is an opportunity to follow Jesus and thereby to acquire strength in the fight against sin and evil (Angelus del 10 February 2008 ).

Education

…an education that does not transmit the important ethical values that appeared in Christ's light, is not an education. Professional training without the training of the heart never suffices. And the heart cannot be formed without at least the challenge of God's presence (Meeting with the parish priests and other clergy of the diocese of Rome 7 February 2008 ).

Happiness

Can true happiness exist when God is left out of consideration? Experience shows that we are not happy because our material expectations and needs are satisfied. In fact, the only joy that fills the human heart is that which comes from God: indeed, we stand in need of infinite joy. (General Audience 6 February 2008 ).

Youth

…sincerity is fundamental. Young people must feel that we are not saying words we ourselves have not lived, but that we speak because we have found and seek to find anew every day the truth, as a truth for my own life. Only if we have set out in this direction[...] can our words be credible  [...] (Meeting with the parish priests and other clergy of the diocese of Rome 7 February 2008).

Justice

God alone can create justice, which must be justice for all, even for the dead, and as the great Marxist Adorno said, only the resurrection of the body, which he claimed as unreal, would be able to create justice. We believe in this resurrection of the body in which not all will be equal. (Meeting with the parish priests and other clergy of the diocese of Rome 7 February 2008).

Mission

Mission is not imposition but offering God's gift, allowing his goodness to enlighten people so that the gift of actual friendship with the God with a human face may be extended [...].We would also be unfaithful to ourselves were we not to offer this faith to the world, even while always respecting the freedom of others (Meeting with the parish priests and other clergy of the diocese of Rome 7 February 2008)
Obedience

This is true Christian obedience, which is freedom: not as I want, with my own plan of life for myself, but in putting myself at his disposal so that he will make use of me. And in placing myself in his hands I am free. But it is a great leap that is never made once and for all (Meeting with the parish priests and other clergy of the diocese of Rome 7 February 2008).

Prayer

True prayer is never self-centred, it is always centred on the other. As such, it opens the person praying to the "ecstasy" of charity, to the capacity to go out of oneself to draw close to the other in humble, neighbourly service. True prayer is the driving force of the world since it keeps it open to God. (Ash Wednesday Mass at Santa Sabina Basilica on 6 February 2008).

Suffering

‘ The true measure of humanity is essentially determined in relationship to suffering and to the sufferer.[...]’ (Spe salvi, 38). Easter, to which Lent is oriented, is the mystery which gives meaning to human suffering, based on the superabundant com-passion of God, brought about in Jesus Christ. (Ash Wednesday Mass at Santa Sabina Basilica on 6 February 2008 ).

Transfiguration

This is the crucial point: the Transfiguration is an anticipation of the Resurrection, but this presupposes death. Jesus expresses his glory to the Apostles so that they may have the strength to face the scandal of the Cross and understand that it is necessary to pass through many tribulations in order to reach the Kingdom of God (Angelus del 17 February 2008 ).

Unity man-woman

This dual unity [of man and woman] brings with it, inscribed in body and soul, the relationship with the other, love for the other, interpersonal communion that implies "that the creation of man is also marked by a certain likeness to the divine communion" (Audience to participants at international conference on the theme "Woman And Man, The Humanum In Its Entirety" 9 February 2008 ).
Consecrated Life

The Holy Spirit attracts some people to live the Gospel in a radical way and translate it into a style of more generous following. So it is that a work, a religious family, is born which with its very presence becomes in turn a living "exegesis" of the Word of God. (Discourse for the 12th Day of Consecrated Life 2 February 2008 ).

Vocation

To respond to the Lord’s call means facing in prudence and simplicity every danger and even persecutions, since “a disciple is not above his teacher, nor a servant above his master” (Mt 10: 24) (Holy Father's Message for the 45th World Day of Prayer for Vocations, 22 February 2008 ).

QUAESTIONES

Year of St Paul – ASIA/TURKEY - Pauline Year, opportunity for testimony: Turkish Catholics organising celebrations

Tarsus (Agenzia Fides) - In Tarsus and Antioch, places familiar to the presence and preaching of the Apostle Paul in Turkey, are preparing celebrations for the Pauline Year that has been announced by Pope Benedict XVI to take place from June 28, 2008 to June 29, 2009, in commemoration of the 2,000 year anniversary of Saint Paul’s birth. The Bishops of Turkey have stated: “The Catholic Church in Turkey will open the Pauline Year on June 22, 2008 in Tarsus with a Mass celebrated by Cardinal Walter Kasper.” Following the solemn opening of the year, a symposium will be held on Saint Paul in Tarsus and Iskenderun (June 22-24). The event also forms a part of the itinerary of a national pilgrimage following the footsteps of the Apostle through Tarsus, Antioch, Ephesus, as well as other initiatives “accompanied by our Orthodox and Protestant brothers.”
Tarsus and Antioch, especially, will be sites visited by an ever-growing number of pilgrimage groups from all over the world. For this reason, the Church has asked the Turkish government for permission to celebrate Masses and hold prayer encounters and catechesis in the Church of St. Paul in Tarsus, which is currently a museum. The modern-day city is built upon the exact location of ancient Tarsus. Officially speaking, there is not a large Christian presence there, nor are there many churches. Historians recall that in 1884 a church was opened by an Italian Capuchin named Fray Giuseppe da Genova, but it was later closed following the First World War. The only official Christian presence that exists today in Tarsus is formed by 3 Italian religious sisters. The Church of St. Paul, where numerous pilgrims will be able to enter, has been a church for both Byzantine and Armenian Rites. Later, it was used for years for military storage. Finally, it was made into a museum. For the Turkish Bishops, who have written a letter to their faithful on the occasion of the Pauline Year (see Fides 28/1/2008), it seems to be of great importance drawing pilgrims’ attention to the places from the life of St. Paul, which are “an inheritance for all of Christ’s disciples; however, particularly for those of us who are children of this land that he saw at the start of its history, where he preached Christ, and where he bore testimony to Him in so many trials.”
In Antioch, the local Catholic community is preparing to welcome visitors. Antioch of Orontes (with a current population of 200, 000) was birthplace to the first Christian communities spoken of in the Acts of the Apostles. There, disciples of Christ were first called Christians. In the very same neighbourhood where the disciples met to pray, there is today a small Christian community of about a dozen Catholic families, as well as a considerable number of Greek Orthodox who speak Arabic who come together for sharing their faith and spiritual growth, taking their strength from the Eucharist and the Word of God. The local Catholic community, under the care of Capuchin friar Fr. Domenico Bertogli, is active in works of social service, as well as pastoral ministry that work to keep Christians from having to emigrate to other cities or countries for economic reasons. 
In light of the upcoming pilgrimages, transportation has improved between Antioch and Istanbul. From the capital to Hatay (Antioch’s airport, located 25 km from the city), there will be trips twice a day: in the morning at 7 am going to Istanbul and in the afternoon at 7:30pm from Istanbul to Antioch. The local Christian communities have found many positive results since the creation, one year ago, of their website: http://www.anadolukatolikkilisesi.org/antakya. (PA) (Agenzia Fides 8/2/2008 righe 47, parole 609)

Year of St Paul - ASIA/CHINA - Youth of Tai Yuan respond to the Pope’s call: “Let us live the Pauline Year with an active evangelisation.”

Tai Yuan (Agenzia Fides) - “We respond to the Pope’s call to evangelise for the Pauline Year and we commit ourselves to living the Pauline Year in active evangelisation.” This has been the response to the Holy Father Benedict XVI, from hundreds of young people on the diocese of Tai Yuan, in the province of Shan Xi, who participated in the Evangelisation Encounter this past February 2. According to Faith of He Bei, dozens of young people from all different parishes of the diocese participated in the encounter sponsored by a group “Jia Bo” (meaning “good communication”), a new ecclesial group that began August 28, 2007. 
In addition to prayer, sharing the Word of God, the Mass, and adoration, the young people shared their experiences from their own parishes, communities, or surroundings where they live, as well as, the universities, factories, or companies where they study and work. Some said that, “we have been able to find Jesus more deeply in prayer and in adoration, through the friends that we have met in this dialogue. We have also offered ourselves to Jesus in the Eucharist, as the Pope has taught us. This has confirmed us in our decision to always follow Jesus.” “Our motto is ‘Feed the soul with the Eucharist, praise the Lord with prayer.’ Our slogan is taken from the words of Fr. Vincent Lebbe: ‘authentic love for others, complete humility, constant joy.’ This will accompany us on our path of Lent and in the Pauline Year.” (NZ) (Agenzia Fides 12/2/2008 - righe 18, parole 248)

New Year - ASIA/CHINA - Lunar new year and Christian solidarity and evangelisation

Roma (Agenzia Fides) - Chinese Catholics were deeply moved by greetings for 'prosperity and wellbeing', pronounced by Pope Benedict XVI on Sunday 3 February addressed to all Asian countries celebrating Lunar New Year. Priests in Beijing said: “Thank you Holy Father for your affectionate message. We do our best to preserve our family traditions for the benefit of our country and the world, which needs to discover the value of the family. We carry the Pope's message to everyone we meet. We will make new year celebrations an opportunity for evangelisation so people will realise that Pope Benedict XVI loves the people of China!”.
Many Catholic communities are organising initiatives of evangelisation as part of new year celebrations. The parish communities at Tian Jin Immaculate Conception cathedral and St Michael's parish in the diocese of Qi Qi Ha Er, added a Christian message to the traditional red new year decorations produced for doors: red paper fishes, loaves of bread, crosses, and bible stories are in great demand by Christians and non Christians. 
A Chinese priest who cares for Diaspora Catholics said, “Chinese communities are increasingly inculturated. Lunar New Year is a good time for promoting harmonic insertion in society. As Catholics we are aware of our responsibility in this aspect”. In fact in many parts of the world Chinese immigrants and local people take part in Lunar New Year celebrations coordinated by the local authorities. (NZ) (Agenzia Fides 5/2/2008 - righe 26, parole 351)

Charity - AFRICA/CHAD - Five thousand refugees in local parish in Kousseri, Cameroon; local Caritas at work. The Holy Father sends donation through Cor Unum.

N’Djamena (Agenzia Fides) - “There are about 5 thousand refugees from Chad in the Catholic parish church in Kousseri, diocese of Yagoua, Cameroon,” Agenzia Fides was informed by Sr. Lucia of the Congregation of Sisters of Saint Joseph in Cuneo, who work in the mission of Mora in Cameroon.
“These people are in need of food and medicine. The Apostolic Administrator for the Diocese has brought food supply, but it will soon run out, as it is very far away from the city. Yagoua is 600 kilometres from Kousseri,” the religious sister explained. Kousseri is located along the border with Chad, close to N’Djamena, Chad’s capital. There was a mass exodus of people from N’Djamena who escaped when fighting broke out between Chad’s army and rebel forces. “The fact that the city’s centre is only 17 kilometres from the border with Cameroon has made for an easier escape, although the Logone River runs along the border and if the bridge is closed, the people must use canoes to get across.” 
Sr. Lucia recalled some of the dramatic episodes that have taken place in recent days: “When the bridge between Chad and Cameroon was closed, many people crossed the river by night in canoes. Some of the canoes tipped over, causing the death of some, including children. The nights without moonlight have certainly worsened the situation. However, the bridge is open now and many cars with Chad license plates can be seen crossing over it.” 
Sources from the Church in Cameroon told Fides that the local Caritas has immediately begun to work, offering aid to the refugees from Chad. Priests from Caritas have been sent to Kousseri and to the capital city of Chad in order to coordinate humanitarian aid efforts. The Holy Father has sent a donation via the Pontifical Council Cor Unum. (L.M.) (Agenzia Fides 6/2/2008 Lines: 27 Words: 331)

Charity - AFRICA/CHAD - “I thank the Holy Father for the support he has shown towards the people of Chad,” the Apostolic Nuncio tells Fides.

N’ Djamena (Agenzia Fides) - “I thank the Holy Father for his message of support and solidarity that he has offered to the people of Chad in these moments of difficulty,” the Apostolic Nuncio en Chad, Bishop Pierre Nguyen Van Tot, told Agenzia Fides.
In the General Audience on February 6, Pope Benedict XVI made an appeal to those fighting in Chad, calling for ceasefire: “In these days, I feel especially close to the dear people of Chad who suffer from painful internal conflict, that has claimed numerous victims and has caused the flight of thousands of civilians from the capital. I also count on your prayer and support for these our brothers and sisters who suffer, asking that they be spared from further violence and that they be guaranteed the humanitarian aid they need. I also direct an urgent appeal that weapons be put down and that a path of dialogue and reconciliation may begin.”
“We have sent the Pope’s message to the Bishops of Chad, who have received the news with joy, as they have been longing to hear the words of the Holy Father in regards to the recent events in Chad,” the Nuncio stated. “The majority of the diocese in the country have been affected by the war, as Chad is a fairly large country and the distances between places is great. In spite of all this, the Bishops have asked the Catholic community to pray intensely for peace. For example, the Bishop of Gore, Bishop Rosario Pio Ramolo, has asked that there be Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament and is also asking that there be special designated times for prayer for peace.”
“The situation in the capital, N’Djamena, is tranquil, although many who had fled during the violence prefer not to return until an environment of stability is established,” the Nuncio concluded. Many refugees are in the neighbouring country of Cameroon, almost 5,000 in the local parish of Kousseri, in the diocese of Yagoua (see Fides 6/2/2008). According to the local Red Cross, in the battle of N’Djamena, February 3-4, 160 people died and a thousand were injured. 
In the political field, uncertainty continues regarding rebel actions. According to military sources, a caravan of 200 pick-up trucks filled with rebels has been located 400 kilometers east of N’Djamena, in the region of Mongo, where rebels who have been expelled by government forces from the capital, have met up with a caravan of reinforcements coming from the border with Sudan. 
President Idriss Deby declared that he had retaken control of the capital and the rest of the country. Meanwhile, France has confirmed its support of the local government through the Defence Minister in Paris, who made an unexpected visit to a French military outpost in Chad. (L.M.) (Agenzia Fides 7/2/2008 righe 36 parole 459)

Charity - AMERICA/BOLIVIA - Appeal for flood victims: “Let us create an authentic chain of support.” Holy Father’s help sent to victims via Pontifical Council Cor Unum

La Paz (Agenzia Fides) - The number of victims and evacuees in Bolivia continues to increase with the onslaught of floods caused by the natural phenomena, “La Niña,” that since November has left its mark on six of the nine Bolivian regions. According to the most recent statistics, up until now it has caused 50 deaths in addition to the 42,000 families left with injuries and severe damages. A total of about 350,000 persons have been affected.
Following a visit on Tuesday to the region affected, the nation’s president stated that the situation is obviously very serious, especially due to the fact that in many rural areas, there are not even landing areas for helicopters filled with food and medicine. The President held a meeting with the governors of the country’s nine regions, in the city of Santa Cruz, in order to assess and organise means of assistance to the victims. 
UN organisations such as the World Food Program (WFP) and the governments of Venezuela, Cuba, Spain, Italy, Japan, Chile, the United States, and Argentina, among others, have manifested their support for Bolivia with economic donations and the delivery of supplies.
The Holy Father, Pope Benedict XVI, has sent a donation of over 50,000 American dollars, through the Pontifical Council “Cor Unum” (one heart), for the victims of the natural disasters in Bolivia. “The Holy Father’s donation is an eloquent sign of his concern and care for the Bolivian people. This aid will be distributed, in the days to come, by the Bishops of the Dioceses most affected,” said Bishop Jesus Juarez Parraga, Bishop of the Diocese of El Alto, and Secretary General of the Bolivian Episcopal Conference. 
Caritas of the Archdiocese of Cochabamba has begun a campaign to provide aid to those most in need in the country. Archbishop Tito Solari, of the Archdiocese of Cochabamba, sent a message from Rome, where he has been visiting in recent days, asking that the people provide support for their brothers who have been victims of the floods. “We cannot only observe the situation with curiosity,” he said, “Jesus never ignored human suffering. The Church has always maintained this spirit and is closely united to all those who suffer. May we also come together to offer a hand to those who suffer. We should create a chain of support and respond to the needs of the poorest of the poor. This is our opportunity to respond this Lent to the Pope’s call to open our hearts to those in need.” (RG)(Agenzia Fides 8/2/2008 righe 32, parole 417)

Communion –ASIA/CHINA - Catholics in Mongolia restore communion, thanks to the Pope’s Letter to Chinese Catholics; over 1300 faithful attend the First Evangelization Congress

Bao Tou (Agenzia Fides) - Pope Benedict XVI’s Letter to the Bishops, priests, consecrated persons, and faithful of the Catholic Church in the People’s Republic of China is yielding fruits in the field of evangelization all across continental China. According to Faith of He Bei, thanks to the Pope’s Letter, the Catholics of Mongolia have been restored to communion with the Church following 20 years of misunderstandings and divisions. During the celebration of Chinese New Year, two priests of the Parish of Xiao Ba La Gai, in the diocese of Bao Tou, an important Mongolian city, organized the first local Evangelization Congress, from February 13-21. 
Over 1,300 faithful from the area and from neighboring towns came together in a gesture of communion, in the midst of what has been a difficult and painful story for the local Catholics, with the great determination to continue on the path of restored communion, in the light of the teachings of Pope Benedict XVI. During the solemn Eucharistic Procession in the vigil of the Congress, over 2,000 faithful accompanied the Blessed Sacrament from the provisional chapel into the larger church. 
In the past, the community had lived glorious historical moments in its evangelization, that dates back to the 1300-1400s, with innovative developments in the 19th century, thanks to the Scheut missionaries (CICM). Unfortunately, all was left destroyed in the cultural revolution. When the church could re-open its doors, what one priest did, as soon as he was released from prison, was celebrate Mass in an open field under the falling snow. Since then, in the last 20 years, the life of the community has been marked by conflicts, misunderstandings, and disputes. Thanks to the prayer, the grace of the Holy Spirit, and the indications made by the Pope in his Letter, the Catholics of different communities have now united, without rancor, accusations, or reproaching. During the First Evangelization Congress, there was a notable environment of love and communion. As one elderly leader of a local group said, “now the Church is united again. I can finally return to the Father’s House with my conscience clear and without rancor.” The entire community is now “eager to listen to the teachings of the apostles, in fraternal communion, in the breaking of the bread, and in prayer” (Acts 2:42). (NZ) (Agenzia Fides 29/2/2008; righe 30, parole 381)

Dialogue –AMERICA/MEXICO - The Bishop of Tarahumara: “An explicit announcement of Jesus Christ is necessary. Now is not the moment to be ashamed of the Gospel.”

Tarahumara (Agenzia Fides) - Bishop Rafael Sandoval, Bishop of Tarahumara (Mexico), in a Message sent to the faithful of his diocese, asks that they be explicit in announcing Jesus Christ, as the only Saviour, above all in light of the increasing challenge that exists with so many sects, that lead many Catholics astray.
“I see that the people are hungry to know and follow Jesus Christ,” the Bishop stated. Therefore, “Why don’t we satisfy this hunger? Why silence His Name and Person? Why not give Jesus Christ the place He deserves? Why not place the Eucharist at the centre of every gathering?,” Bishop Rafael asked. He recognised the importance of giving testimony, however he reminded the faithful that, “an explicit announcement is necessary, adapted to the different circumstance and constantly renovated.” This does not imply imposition, the Prelate affirms, in efforts to offer solutions to the difficulties often seen in announcing Christ. However, “offering the truth of the Gospel and the salvation that Jesus Christ gives, and doing so with respect and without coercion. Far from being an attack on religious freedom, it is a tribute to freedom and offers the chance to choose a path that even non-believers find noble and praiseworthy. Every evangeliser has the duty and right to propose the truth of Christ. And it is a right of every person to receive the announcement of the Good News of salvation, which is Christ Himself.”
After presenting a strong biblical foundation regarding the necessity of this announcement, Bishop Rafael offered some concrete guidelines as to how to go about acting. First of all, it is important that one falls in love with Christ because “someone who is in love [with Christ] cannot help but announce to the world that He alone saves.” Also, one must, “follow Him, risk everything for Him, and live like Him.” The Bishop also reminds the faithful that these points hold the key to all evangelisation. “We did not become Christians to serve the poor, if it is not for the Lord, Whom we find in the poor.” Thus, “if this foundation is not present in the heart, everything else will come tumbling down very soon.”
There is also a need, “to discover Christ in the various cultures, to announce Him explicitly, to help mature the Christian faith and purify all that is not in line with the Gospel. Announcing Christ does not impoverish cultures; on the contrary, it enriches them.” 
Bishop Rafael Sandoval concludes his Message with a special appeal to young people, whom he reminds that Christ needs them “to announce life” and the Church “needs your youthful energy to make the Gospel of life penetrate the structures of society.” “Now is not the moment to be ashamed of the Gospel. It is the moment to be proud of Jesus Christ and to preach Him from the rooftops…People are yearning for the freedom, for the light, and for the life that Christ has brought to us in abundance.” (RG) (Agenzia Fides 18/2/2008 righe 37, parole 496)

Lay Catholics – EUROPE/SPAIN - Letter from the Bishop of Palencia: “All the Bishops did was to offer Catholic some guiding moral criteria before making their own electoral choice. ”

Palencia (Agenzia Fides) - Bishop José Ignacio Munilla of the diocese of Palencia, has issued a Letter in which he calls for a clearer reading of the recent Note issued by the Standing Committee of the Spanish Bishops' Conference (see Fides 1/2/2008), “without intermediaries which indispose people to accept it ”, and offers his own reflections on the Note. 
First of all Bishop Munilla affirms “it is increasingly difficult to hope that moral principles proposed by the Church will be met with general consensus”. Besides plurality of thought, it is necessary to underline different attitudes in the Bishops' declarations and the ensuing political declarations. The Bishops said they respect different visions and opinions and simply demand “freedom and respect to propose our own vision without anyone feeling threatened, or for our intervention to be taken as an offence or a threat to the freedom of others”. 
The Bishops sole aim was to “sincerely promote spiritual enrichment in our society and the consolidation of authentic tolerance and harmony in mutual respect, freedom and justice as the inseparable basis for true peace ”. Bishop Munilla explains that it is totally false to say that the Church has “joined the electoral campaign”. All the Bishops did was to “offer Catholic some guiding moral criteria before making their own electoral choice”. These criteria include: “respect for human life from conception to natural end; juridical protection for marriage; support for families and the right to choose moral education for the children; immovable opposition to terrorist blackmail; distinction between health and evil secularism; moderation of nationalism; special attention for immigrants; housing for all; respect for nature; international collaboration for development of countries; defend women from discrimination and abuse; fight slavery of prostitution; denounce unjust difference among individuals and autonomous communities, etc”. “In no way does the Note - says the Bishop of Palencia - judge political parties. It is simply a declaration of consolidated moral doctrine, which makes no concrete reference to anyone”. 
Lastly Bishop Munilla expresses a wish and a question: since political parties never completely meet moral guidelines “could lay Catholics not launch initiatives to develop a political vocation in keeping with the Christian ideal, so that citizens are not obliged always to choose the lesser evil?”. (RG) (Agenzia Fides 5/2/2008; righe 30, parole 421)

Matrimony –AMERICA/PUERTO RICO - The Archbishop of San Juan asks for the “constitutional protection of marriage, so that it may have the highest possible rank in our juridical structure.”

San Juan (Agenzia Fides) - The Archbishop of San Juan, His Excellency Roberto Octavio Gonzalez Nives, published a message this week asking for the maximum protection of marriage and the family within Puerto Rico. At present, an amendment is being debated in the country to place a definition of marriage in the Constitution. The Concurrent Resolution 99 is a document presented by the Puerto Rican Senator, Castro Font, that proposes the amendment of Article II of the Constitution to include a "section 21 to add to the Constitution the right of a man and a woman to marry." At the same time the Legislative Assembly of Puerto Rico is debating, as a part of the revision of the Civil Code. the possibility of granting homosexual and same sex couples some of the rights and responsibilities that married couples have.

Archbishop González affirms that, "The truth about marriage is inscribed in the depth of the human being as a natural instinct: Human love reaches its plenitude in the union between a man and a woman and the fruit of this love in the children guarantees the continuity of the human race." This truth is not expressed in the Constitution of Puerto Rico in 1952, because at that time it was not necessary to explicitly mention that marriage should be heterosexual. Nevertheless, at present, as Bishop Roberto explains, we have the need to protect the family in the Constitution because, "in today's world, other types of families are trying to be re-defined and created by the legislature, thus beginning a process of family disintegration and destruction"; because "the family is a common good for humanity, having served it well for thousands and thousands and thousands of years, and the future of mankind depends on the family since it is the only institution that guarantees the continuity of the human race"; because "there are powerful philosophical, economical and ideological powers on a world scale that promote concepts of the human being which separate him from the Truth of his dignity and identity and we do not want laws that re-define marriage and the family."

At present the Archbishop asks for "the maximum protection of marriage, that of the constitution, so that it may have the highest possible rank in our juridical structure.” In the same way he asks for "a consultation process to be begun, so that the people maybe determine what type of protection should be given to marriage in our society: whether protection through a law or the highest protection, of the highest level: the constitutional protection."

"Let us continue insisting, with profound respect, without offending anyone, and with love for all, so that the clear, strong, and unmistakable definition that appears in the text of the 69th Article of the current Civil Code may be included so that in Puerto Rico it may be established that marriage is only and exclusively the union between a man and a woman and so that no recognition of any so-called marriage will be given to any other juridical concept that places itself on the same level as marriage, as in other jurisdictions," the Archbishop concludes. (RG) (Agenzia Fides 14/2/2208 righe: 45 parole: 555)

Mission - AMERICA - New Evangelisation, the Great Continental Mission, and the growth of secularism in society under study for North and South American bishops

New York (Agenzia Fides) - The 35th meeting of the Bishops of the Catholic Church in America is being held in Huntington, New York, 11 to 14 February 2008, attended by bishops from the Canadian Conference of Catholic Bishops (CCCB), the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops (USCCB) and the Latin American Episcopal Council (CELAM).
This meeting, which is celebrated every year, offers Catholics bishops of the Western hemisphere the opportunity to discuss the recent developments of the continents and specific topics pertinent to their situation. The focus this year will be a document published by the Fifth General Conference of the Bishops of Latin America and the Caribbean, which met in Aparecida, Brazil, in May 2007. Among the questions discussed were the new evangelisation, the Great Mission launched by Aparecida, and the growth of secularism in society. The meeting will also give participants the chance to discuss pastoral plans and the main challenges facing the Church in the Americas. Another theme addressed will be the 49th International Eucharistic Congress to be held in Quebec City, 15 to 22 June 2008, where thousands of pilgrims from around the world are expected, especially from the American continent. 
These meetings among the Bishops of the American continents have been a tradition since 1967, when they began to be held on an informal basis and were known as “Interamerican Meetings of Bishops.” At the 1999 meeting in Cuba, however, in view of the Apostolic Exhortation Ecclesia in America by Pope John Paul II, the Bishops decided to change the name to the Meeting of the Bishops of the Church in America, to emphasise the unity of the Church in the Western hemisphere. Since then, there have been encounters celebrated in Vancouver (2000), on the cancellation of the debt of the poorest countries, on immigration (Clearwater, Florida - 2001), on the globalisation of the economy (San Salvador, Brazil - 2002), on the globalisation of local cultures (Quebec City - 2003), on the family (San Antonio, Texas - 2004), on the media (Bogotá, Colombia - 2005), and on the laity (Toronto - 2006). The Meeting of the Bishops of the Church in America was cancelled in 2007, because of the Fifth General Conference of the Bishops of Latin America and the Caribbean, also attended by the Bishops from Canada and the United States. (RG) (Agenzia Fides righe 30, parole 387)

Mission - EUROPE/ITALY - “Prophecy of ad gentes today in Italy. Missionary Institutes reflect ”

Napoli (Agenzia Fides) - From 11 to 15 February at Pacognano Don Bosco (Naples), there will be the 4th  Forum of CIMI (Conferenza Istituti Missionari Italiani), on the theme "Prophecy of Ad gentes today in Italy. Missionary institutes reflect". The Forum is attended by 120 participants mostly members of missionary families in Italy as well as some lay people. Opening the work CIMI president, father Alberto Pelucchi, explained the sense of the Forum, called to reflect on the new missionary scenarios in a situation of multi-religiosity  even in traditionally Christian countries like Italy, carefully examining the challenges of this change. On 12 February the speakers were Fr Gian Paolo Salvini, SJ, editor of La Civiltà Cattolica, and Prof. Aluisi Tosolini, school executive and docent at the Catholic University of Piacenza, who reflected on “Discerning the today of God in Europe. Mission in an epoch of change”. Tracing a panoramic picture of Europe, Fr. Salvini underlined three points: react to prevailing pessimism; not be frightened by figures and statistics; broaden our horizons speaking once again of eschatology. Tosolini instead , starting from a letter of Saint Francis Xavier, began by saying that God acts in our weakness and so the present day is an opportunity for a radical revision of the Christian and missionary project. In the afternoon of 12 February two testimonials were presented: Prof. Paolo Branca, of the Catholic University of Milan, spoke about the condition of young Muslims present in Italian cities as important points of reference for practising a new style of dialogue; Bishop Domenico Sigalini of Palestrina, dwelt on cooperation of “Priests, religious and Christians of other Churches”.  The work on 13 February opened with a panel discussion on the theme "the charisma of founders as criteria of discernment for these new times. A lasting intuition to actualise also today ". Comboni Father Fidel Gonzales, docent in Church History at the Pontifical Gregorian and Urban Universities, gave a passionate fresco of the rebirth of the missionary movement in the 19th century, dwelling especially on the theme of the specific grace of the founders and the relation between charisma and cultural context. Fr John B. Kwofie, first assistant general of the Spiritans, came a call to the centrality of the African continent as a present day challenge to the different missionary charisma: questions such as promotion of good governance, formation of the laity, appeal for reconciliation, justice and peace, must be part of the new method of mission in Africa. Lastly Sr Geneviève, of the Little Sisters of Jesus, spoke about her thirty years of experience among fair people, with the goal of valorising their sense of celebration, welcome of the poor and free entertainment. In the afternoon 10 work groups discussed the themes presented. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 14/2/2008; righe 33, parole 474) 

Mission - ASIA/KAZAKHSTAN - Three Franciscan brothers are off to Kazakhstan to work for the progress and growth of the local Church

Assisi (Agenzia Fides) - The Franciscans have responded with enthusiasm and generosity to the call of the Church in Kazakhstan, that has requested their presence in the immense central Asian country, in the “spirit of Assisi”- the spirit of dialogue, peace, and reconciliation that is characteristic of the Franciscan spirituality. 
On February 12, three brothers left on their new missionary adventure. Representing the Order of Friars Minor are: Brother Roberto Peretti, of the Padua Province, for many years a missionary in Romania; Father Pawel Blok, of the Danzica Province, a 40-year-old with 14 years of priestly experience; and Father Alexei Skakovskii, a 27-year-old, native of Kazakhstan, who has been a member of the General Custody of Russia for 3 years. 
The three received the solemn “missionary mandate” from the General Minister of the OFM, Fr. Marco Tasca, during a celebration in Assisi, at the Tomb of St. Francis. The General Minister presented the three with a Crucifix and the Gospel in the presence of numerous other friars of the Order, who later congratulated them. The Bishop of Astana asked that they be, above all, missionaries of spirituality for the Church there, working for dialogue and being servants of charity.
The Church in Kazakhstan is experiencing a phase of rebirth and progress. As a sign of their greater communion with the Church in Asia, the Bishops of Kazakhstan are becoming full-fledged members of the Federation of Asian Bishops’ Conferences (FABC). When the Central Committee of the FABC meets in April in Bangkok, it will formally accept the Bishops’ Conference of Kazakhstan as members. At the beginning of the new millenium, the Church in central Asia had only one bishop, however thanks to the constant efforts of religious and missionaries, the Catholic community is progressing and now has five bishops. 
The Church in this central Asian country is still a small community that lives the faith with courage amidst a majority-Muslim population. In a country in which 40% of the population is Kazaka and Muslim, and 35% are Russian orthodox, the Catholics are a ethnically mixed group (including Ukrainians, Poles, and Germans from Volga) of about 185,000 faithful.
The current governmental system assures religious freedom for all. The relations between the Kazak state and the Catholic Church are well, thanks to an agreement that took effect in 1999. In the capital city, Astana, there is a Nunciature of the Holy See. The Church already has dedicated members working in diocese and parishes, and carries out the intense pastoral labors through priests and religious from various countries. Various ecclesial movements and new communities are also helping out with the apostolic work. The young people prove to be strong and committed in their Christian identity, fruit of the Church’s commitment to youth ministry. There is an ever-growing number of youth who continue to find the only response to their questions and for the meaning of their lives in Christ, and experience the Church as a true family. In Kazakhstan, the Church looks towards the future with confidence. (PA) (Agenzia Fides 28/2/2008; righe 40, parole 502)

Peace - “ AFRICA/KENYA - “The Holy Father's words come at a delicate moment: we have not lost hope for peace and reconciliation ” says National Director of the Pontifical Mission Societies

Nairobi (Agenzia Fides)- “The Holy Father's appeal for peace to return in Kenya was given ample space in the local media, in some papers it was on the front page” Fr. Eugenio Ferrari Consolata missionary and national director of the Pontifical Mission Societies in Kenya told Fides. During his Angelus reflection on Sunday 3 February, Pope Benedict XVI asked those present to unite “with our brothers and sisters in Kenya to pray for reconciliation, justice and peace in their”. “Assuring all of my closeness - he added - I hope present efforts of mediation will succeed and lead, thanks to good will and collaboration on all sides, to a rapid solution to the conflict which has already caused too many victims”.
“The Holy Father's words come at a delicate moment: we have not lost hope for peace and reconciliation. Here in Nairobi, the situation has calmed down. But in other areas such as Rift Valley clashes continue” Fr. Ferrari told Fides. In west Kenya latest clashes between Kisi and Kalenjin in Nyamira district, brought the number of people killed in the last three days to 70. 
“Even in places where the clashes have stopped, or where there have been no clashes, there is still tension between the different communities. In Nairobi, for example the Kikuyu refuse to rent rooms to people who are not of their tribe. Invisible walls are being built between people: no one trusts anyone. Even when an MP has a car accident, it is seen as an attack, because more incidents start. We must work to rebuild trust between individuals and communities”.
At the political on 4 February level government and opposition resumed talks to find a solution to the crisis with the mediation of former UN secretary general Kofi Annan. “Annan is doing an excellent job. His call to President Mwai Kibaki and opposition leader Raila Odinga to responsibility, was determinant to convince the two statesmen to resume talks” said Fr. Ferrari. 
However the negotiations are difficult: Ciryl Ramaphosa, former right arm of South African leader Nelson Mandela, announced today, 4 February, that he would take over from Kofi Annan as mediator. Ramaphosa is widely respected all over Africa because he offered a decisive contribution to ensure a peaceful change from apartheid to democracy in South Africa. (L.M.) (Agenzia Fides 4/2/2008 righe 29 parole 439)

Politics – EUROPE/SPAIN - Spanish Bishops say moral dimension must be taken into account at elections next month: "not all electoral programmes are compatible with the faith and the demands of Christian life"

Madrid (Agenzia Fides) - At the end of a meeting 29-20 January the Standing Committee of the Catholic Bishops' Conference of Spain issued a Statement in view of elections on March 9, offering Catholics and 'all who wish to listen' some considerations to stimulate responsible exercise of the right to vote. "We speak as the Bishops of the Church - the statement reads - who have the duty and the right to direct moral discernment necessary to make decisions which are to contribute to full recognition of the fundamental rights of all citizens and the promotion of the common good". 
The Bishops ask for "freedom and respect to freely propose our vision of things, without anyone feeling threatened, or our intervention being interpreted as an offence or a threat to the freedom of others". With the orientations the Bishops intend to "collaborate sincerely in promoting the spiritual enrichment of our society, consolidating of authentic tolerance and coexistence with mutual respect, with freedom and justice, as the inseparable basis of authentic peace". 
The Bishops suggest people should read and reflect at this moment on a Bishops' Pastoral Instruction issued in November 2006 "Moral guidelines in the present situation in Spain" (see Fides 27/11/2006), and they refer to certain basic ideas in that Instruction. They state clearly "not all programmes are compatible with the faith and the demands of Christian life, nor are they close or adapted to the goals and values which Christians should promote in public life". Therefore when voting, Catholics should assess each political proposal "with regard to the attention it gives to the moral dimension of life", because “the non confessional or secular condition of the state must not be confused with moral release or exemption for objective moral obligations". 
The Statement deals with other questions, the danger of political and legislative decisions which contradict basic values and anthropological and moral principles rooted in the nature of the human person: respect and defence of human life in all its stages from conception to natural death, and the promotion of the family founded on marriage; injustice which claims to artificially build a society without any religious reference, exclusively of this world, without worship of God or aspiration to eternal life; necessary promotion of freedom of teaching and quality education for all; condemnation of terrorism as intrinsically perverse, totally incompatible with a moral vision of just and reasoned life, and political negotiation with terrorist organisations; nationalism and the necessary safeguarding of the common good; reference to certain concrete situations in Spain today, for example immigration, domestic violence, child abuse, work, housing, concern for the environment; internationally necessary attention for proper collaboration for the integral development of peoples. 
"May the Lord illuminate and strengthen all of us that we may act in conscience and in keeping with the demands of social harmony in justice and freedom" the Statement concludes. (RG) (Agenzia Fides 1/2/2008; righe 38, parole 516)

Pontifical Mission Societies - AFRICA/ZAMBIA - The Pontifical Missionary Societies in Zambia hold a meeting for studying the PMS Statutes

Lusaka (Agenzia Fides) - The Pontifical Missionary Societies of Zambia held their National Meeting in Lusaka February 5-6, for a study of the PMS Statutes, according to a statement sent to Agenzia Fides by Fr. Bernard Makandi Zulu, Director of PMS in Zambia. 
The meeting brought together diocesan directors, priests, religious, and laity to discuss and plan the organisation of the Pontifical Mission Societies in Zambia. “I believe that this meeting will equip us with methods and materials for missionary animation, and help us to venture into activities that will help to awaken, enliven and support the missionary efforts of the church. This will help us to develop a mentality, criteria and attitude in tune with Jesus Christ, who helps us to live the missionary communion and accompany us with his light and strength in pursuit of our mission,” said Bishop Emilio Patriarca, Bishop of Monze and President of the Episcopal Commission for Mission for the Zambia Episcopal Conference, in his opening speech. 
The Bishop insisted that “...the role of the Pontifical Mission Societies is ever more urgent and demanding. And this role is to orient the whole ecclesial community towards missionary cooperation and thus have every diocese and every person in the church involved in the church’s missionary effort. Remembering the words of Pope John Paul II, that “the number of those awaiting Christ is immense” (RM 86), the responsibility of the Pontifical Mission Societies is all the greater, requiring much creativity and generosity to reach out to all sections of the community - parishes, movements, organisation, apostolic works, schools, departments, committees, commissions, councils etc - so that Christ be made known to all.” 
“This PMS National meeting,” the Bishop continued, “is a privileged time of sharing your various experiences and to grow in communion with one another. It is also an occasion to reflect on the universal nature of missionary animation and cooperation to widen out our horizons beyond our local situation and to feel part of the universal church. It is important that all Catholics play their part in contributing, both spiritually and materially, to the universal mission.” 
At the close of his speech, Bishop Patriarca invited the participants of the meeting to discuss the Statutes of the PMS, to “study and understand the history, the nature, the juridical standing and the functioning of the Pontifical Mission Societies, but also, and above all, to decide on the practical steps to promote the aims of the Pontifical Mission Societies, which are stressed so strongly every year in the Holy Father’s Messages for the World Mission Sunday.” (L.M.) (Agenzia Fides 8/2/2008 righe 34, parole 425)

Pontifical Mission Societies - AMERICA/MEXICO - Saint Juan Diego presented as model of disciple and missionary, in the 13th National Congress for Missionary Childhood and Adolescence

Cuautitlan (Agenzia Fides) - Yesterday, the diocese of Cuatitlan welcomed over 10,000 children from all over the Mexican country to participate in the 13th National Congress for Missionary Childhood and Adolescence of Mexico (CONIAM), February 14-17. The main goal for the Congress is to increase the missionary zeal among the children and adolescents of Mexico, in order to offer greater cooperation in service of the Universal Church, in her mission to make Christ present in the world.
In his letter of invitation, Bishop Guillermo Ortiz Mondragon, Bishop of Cuatitlan, states that this event is “an opportunity to strengthen this identity in every diocese within the Church that passes on pilgrimage through Mexico,” while it also “transmits the Church’s invitation to all children and adolescents to have a personal encounter with Jesus that allows them to join in communion with the pastors of the Church in being missionaries of the Gospel in their family, their school, and their surroundings.” 
Saint Juan Diego Cuauhtlatoatzin, native of Cuautitlan, has been chosen by the Congress as model of disciple and missionary. Thus, the Congress’ theme is “Be like Saint Juan Diego, disciple and missionary.” The catechetical talks will all be focused on Saint Juan Diego, as well. “Surely, this 13th Congress for Missionary Childhood and Adolescence,” the Bishop concluded, “will offer us all the opportunity to realise our missionary responsibility as members of the Church and to see Saint Juan Diego Cuauhtlatoatzin as a model for learning how to be disciples and missionaries.”
The Congress is held every two years and is organised by the Pontifical Missionary Societies, together with the Missionary Commission of the Episcopal Conference. (RG) (Agenzia Fides 15/2/2008 righe 21, parole 272)

Prayer – VATICAN - Intentions of the Holy Father for 2009

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) - Here we publish the list of Pope Benedict XVI’s prayer intentions for the year 2009.

January
General: That the family may become more and more a place of training in
charity, personal growth and transmission of the faith.
Mission: That the different Christian confessions, aware of the need for a
new evangelisation in this period of profound transformations, may
be committed to announcing the Good News and moving towards
the full unity of all Christians in order to offer a more credible
testimony of the Gospel.

February
General: That the Pastors of the Church may always be docile to the action
of the Holy Spirit in their teaching and in their service to God's
people.
Mission: That the Church in Africa may find adequate ways and means to
promote reconciliation, justice and peace efficaciously, according
to the indications of the Synod of the Bishops’ Special Assembly
for Africa.

March
General: That the role of women may be more appreciated and used to good
advantage in every country in the world.
Mission: That in the light of the letter addressed to them by Pope Benedict
XVI, the Bishops, priests, consecrated persons, and lay faithful of
the Catholic Church in the Popular Republic of China may commit
themselves to being the sign and instrument of unity, communion and peace.

April
General: That the Lord may bless the farmers with an abundant
harvest and sensitise the richer populations to the drama of hunger
in the world
Mission: That the Christians who work in areas where the conditions of the poor, the weak and the women and children are most tragic, may be signs of hope, thanks to their courageous testimony to the Gospel of solidarity and love.

May
General: That the laity and the Christian communities may be responsible
promoters of priestly and religious vocations.
Mission: That the recently founded Catholic Churches, grateful to the Lord
for the gift of faith, may be ready to share in the universal mission
of the Church, offering their availability to preach the Gospel
throughout the world.

June
General: That international attention towards the poorer countries may give
rise to more concrete help, in particular to relieve them of the
crushing burden of foreign debt.
Mission: That the particular Churches operating in regions marked by
violence may be sustained by the love and concrete closeness of all
the Catholics in the world.

July 
General: That the Christians of the Middle East may live their faith in full freedom and be an instrument of peace and reconciliation.
Mission: That the Church may be the seed and nucleus of a humanity reconciled and reunited in God's one and only family, thanks to the testimony of all the faithful in every country in the world.

August
General: That public opinion may be more aware of the problem of millions
of displaced persons and refugees and that concrete solutions may
be found for their often tragic situation.
Mission: That those Christians who are discriminated against and persecuted
in many Countries because of the name of Christ may have their
human rights, equality and religious freedom recognised, in order
to be able to live and profess their own faith freely.

September
General: That the word of God may be better known, welcomed and lived
as the source of freedom and joy.
Mission: That Christians in Laos, Cambodia, and Myanmar, who often meet
with great difficulties, may not be discourage from announcing
the Gospel to their brothers, trusting in the strength of the Holy
Spirit.

October
General: That Sunday may be lived as the day on which Christians gather to
celebrate the risen Lord, participating in the Eucharist.
Mission: That the entire People of God, to whom Christ entrusted the
mandate to go and preach the Gospel to every creature, may
eagerly assume their own missionary responsibility and consider it
the highest service they can offer humanity.

November
General: That all the men and women in the world, especially those who
have responsibilities in the field of politics and economics, may
never fail in their commitment to safeguard creation.
Mission: That believers in the different religions, through the testimony of
their lives and fraternal dialogue, may clearly demonstrate that the
name of God is a bearer of peace.

December
General: That children may be respected and loved and never be the victims
of exploitation in its various forms.
Mission: That at Christmas the peoples of the earth may recognise in the
Word Incarnate the light which illuminates every man and that the
Nations may open their doors to Christ, the Saviour of the world.
From the Vatican, December 31, 2007
(Agenzia Fides 8/2/2008; righe 100, parole 771)

Lent - ASIA/CHINA - Church doors open, prayers, fasting, charity work: Chinese Catholics brave snow and ice in the light of the Pope's Lenten Message  

Beijing (Agenzia Fides) – The church doors always open for any snow stranded travellers; prayer and fasting to face difficulties together; offerings of objects and money and participation in rescue work: this activity has marked the life of the Chinese Catholic community in recent days. According to information collected by Fides, the Chinese Catholic community is facing the bad weather in the light of the teaching contained in the Holy Father's Message for Lent 2008 “Christ became poor for you”. As usual Jin De Charities China (a Catholic charity association) is in front line to coordinate rescue efforts on the part of the Catholic community: launching appeals, opening an e-mail address, (info@jinde.org) and updating the official web site. We read in their appeals to parish priests: “we wish to continue working with your parishioners to overcome difficulties as we have always done for the Lunar New Year and the beginning of Lent in the light of the teaching of the Pope. In fact the Pope urged Catholics to practice ‘prayer, fasting and almsgiving…. In order to celebrate Easter with a new heart. We offer our contribution, our fasting, our rosary for all our brothers and sisters in difficulty”. Catholics in Shen Zhen collected 6,000 Euro in 3 days and thousands of blankets and clothes, handed to the competent authorities. They have planned a supper in the churches for Lunar New Year on February 6, to welcome immigrant workers with no where to go. Recognising the contribution of the religious community in the field of social service, the local authorities made an official appeal to believers on 2 February. The President of the Chinese Consultative Council, Jia Qing Lin, asked the religious community “to exercise its famous tradition of social service to help overcome the natural disaster”. (NZ) (Agenzia Fides 4/2/2008 - righe 23, parole 321) 

Lent - OCEANIA/AUSTRALIA - “We ask only for justice”: 2008Caritas Lenten Campaign 

Sydney (Agenzia Fides) –Caritas Australia's 2008 Lenten Campaign “We ask only for justice”, calls Catholics to reflect and make justice a priority in their life, working to help the poor, the excluded and those who suffer abuse or discrimination. Caritas, presents its “Project Misericordia”, in the light of Catholic Social Teaching, “justice ensures that in every community human dignity is respected”. The purpose of justice is to promote respect for this dignity and, if this happens, human life is lifted above a purely materialistic vision. “To build a world of justice–Caritas says – each one must give priority attention to the poor and the vulnerable”. Justice in fact “calls us to be close to those in difficulty, putting aside our indifference and reaching out to others”. This includes efforts to promote economic and social structures which allow everyone a fair share of resources. 

Caritas says the concept of justice can be applied to relations between persons in a given society and also in relations with people in far away countries, through missionary impulse of communion and sharing for peoples in need of food, water, healthcare. The message cites the Gospel of St John “that all may have fullness of life” (Jn 10,10) and notes that relation man-nature must also follow criteria of justice and sustainability. “To be just we must pursue justice with passion. We must raise our voices and say: All we want is Justice ”, says the message of Caritas, urging the faithful to act in word and deed. Archbishop Adrian Doyle of Hobart, President of Caritas Australia, recalled that the Lenten campaign in is harmony with the UN Millennium Goals, one of which is to eradicate poverty from the planet by 2015. Each week in Lent “Project Misericordia” Caritas Australia will present parishes, movements, schools and Catholic associations a different true story of injustice somewhere in the world regarding for example, Indigenous Australians or living conditions in the Philippines, Indonesia, Kenya, Brazil and Fiji Islands, prompting the faithful to reflect and to participate in programmes of solidarity. (PA) (Agenzia Fides  4/2/2008 righe 26 parole 269) 

Lent - ASIA/PHILIPPINES - “Reform yourselves and believe in the Gospel”: Catholic Bishops' Message on the eve of Lent on the theme of promoting the common good

Manila (Agenzia Fides) - "Reform yourselves and believe in the Gospel" is the title of a message issued by the Korean Catholic Bishops' Conference on January 27 at the end of their 96th plenary assembly. The message, issued in view of the Season of Lent which starts on Ash Wednesday tomorrow February 6, is a call to Catholics and all men and women of goodwill to strive for interior renewal, greater faith, hope and charity, and to put aside immoral practices such as violence and corruption.
The Bishops urge the faithful to “promote the common good and general interests of the country, rather than personal gain”, to build a society of justice and brotherhood and to avoid anything which feeds hatred, intolerance, attempts to overthrow the present democratically elected government. 
The Bishops say it is useless to try obtain Church support for a given political party, seeing appeals made from different social society groups to the Bishops' Conference asking for support. They recall that the Church does not support any political party. She is simply on the side of honesty and morality and policies which improve the lives of the people and bring benefit to the poor.
In the Message the Bishops mention persistent structural problems in Korea, endemic corruption, extra-judicial killings, slow progress in land and electoral reform programmes, growth and proliferation of family political dynasties, abuse of natural resources inviting all to repent: “ To journey to the light, we need first to realise that we have contributed not a little to the common malaise—because of decisions we have made, decisions that flowed from what we have become and because of our unconcern, inaction, apathy, often thinking only of our interests. ”. So we seek a wider response from all our faithful towards a more vigorous work for good governance and a more active promotion of responsible citizenship in our society in the light of the Gospel and the social teachings of the Church.”.
The Bishops' Conference recalls that Lent is a time for personal and social conversion, for individual citizens and political leaders and whole communities, for striving to acquire deeper 'social awareness' inspired by the quest for the common good, The faithful are encouraged to “pray together, reason together, decide together, act together,” form groups of thinking and praying people ”. They close by saying that the Season of Lent is a good time to recognise personal and social failings, and to resolve to do better, returning to essential values, respect for human life and dignity. (PA) (Agenzia Fides 5/2/2007 righe 28 parole 289)
Lent - AFRICA/BENIN - “Smile it's Lent!” : a Letter from Bishop of Natitingou

Natitingou (Agenzia Fides) – “The word Lent does not mean sadness, aridity… instead it is a special 40 days given to us by the Church. In the Bible the number 40 evokes a special time in which God calls us to live closer to Him. To be with God, what happiness! Can we be happy and not smile?”. This question was posed by Bishop Pascal N’Koue of Natitingou diocese (Benin), in the periodical “Vie diocésaine de Natitingou” February 2008. Replying to the question “Why smile?”, the Bishop explains “a sincere and frank smile expresses the substance of our being Christians. People who have no faith and no hope in God Love are unhappy and dejected. On the contrary, those who love, realise they are loved by God and they live in the joy of God. Everything about God is joy. This joy increases our dynamism and become contagious”. People who never smile easily become sad, have bad thoughts and their hearts make war on everyone. Those who smile, even in moments of trial, know that after the rain the sun will shine again. “To the person who smiles even obstacles are steps to holiness” says the Bishop and he continues: “Lent is given to us to return to God, to turn our hearts to God. If our spiritual and moral environment is polluted, we must take the necessary measures”.

The Bishop of Natitingou urges his people to put a sincere smile at the heart of all their relations: “the less we smile, the more we are tempted, so smile!... Offer a smile to those who refuse you a smile, a neighbour or a family member whom you find difficult, a superior who may have become a heavy cross for you, your parish priest, your bishop … from our smile we can tell if our Lent is a good one”. The Bible does not speak of smiles, it does not say whether Jesus smiled, but “if the children ran after him it must have been because he smiled at them often and warmly. Children run from people who never smile. A smile is more attractive than gold or silver, especially the pure, innocent, disinterested smile of a child, the poor or the simple person. Remember the warm smiles of John Paul II and Mother Teresa! Yes, when the heart rests in God, the smile is captivating, celestial, divine”. Bishop N’Koue urges his people: “pray, fast, do many good works, but never forget to smile, especially at your enemies. It is Lent, help one another, love one another, be reconciled, forgive one another, stop hurting one another; in a word, smile willingly, because a smile makes all the difference”. After offering various practical tips for living Lent, the Bishop urges the people to put God at the centre of everything, life, family and community and concludes: “In the joy of the Holy Spirit may each of us turn our heart to God every day of Lent”. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 6/2/2008; righe 32, parole 474)

Lent - AMERICA/COLOMBIA - “Sharing with Joy”: Lenten Campaign to bring aid to victims of natural disasters

Bogotá (Agenzia Fides) - As Lent begins, so too does the Campaign for Communication of Goods that each year is sponsored by the National Secretariat for Social Pastoral Work (SNPS/Caritas Colombia) with the goal of helping victims of natural disasters, violence, or forced exile. The Campaign will end March 23, Easter Sunday. 
The goal of the Campaign this year is to make people aware of the need for mutual support in order to respond with greater sensitivity and efficiency to the needs of so many men, women, elderly, and children that on a daily basis are living through natural disasters. 
This Campaign has taken place since 1982 in all the Regions of the country. Since then, the Catholic Church has been able to help more than 600,000 families, distributing food, kitchen supplies, hygenic material, clothing, etc., as well as living quarters. 
80% of the money that is collected will be sent to the various programs in focus in each of the respective Ecclesial Jurisdictions. In this case, it will be for victims of natural disasters. The remaining 20% will be sent to the SNPS, which also receives aid from the National Emergency Fund in order to attend unforeseeable situations caused by natural phenomena (e.g. floods, earthquakes, avalanches, etc.) or due to violent human actions (e.g. forced exile). (RG) (Agenzia Fides 6/2/2008 Lines: 22 Words: 232)

Human trafficking - EUROPE/AUSTRIA - Forum to Fight Human Trafficking: “The Holy See encourages all kinds of just initiatives aimed at eradicating this immoral and criminal phenomenon,” Archbishop Marchetto affirms.

Vienna (Agenzia Fides) - “The Holy See appreciates the efforts undertaken at various levels to combat human trafficking, which is a multidimensional problem, and one of the most shameful phenomena of our era... [it] is a dreadful offence against human dignity, which the social doctrine of the Catholic Church regards as the foundation of human rights. The Holy See encourages all kinds of just initiatives aimed at eradicating this immoral and criminal phenomenon and at promoting the welfare of the victims.” This is what has been affirmed by Archbishop Agostino Marchetto, Secretary of the Pontifical Council for Migrants and Itinerant Peoples, in his speech during the Vienna Forum to Fight Human Trafficking, which took place February 13-15. The Forum was sponsored by the UN GIFT (Global Initiative to Fight Human Trafficking), which claims that human trafficking takes on many forms and that what is needed is a united and coordinated effort to stop it. The initiative has brought together 1200 experts, legislative officers, police personnel, industries, and representatives from non-profit organisations, as well as victims of trafficking, all from over 116 countries. 
About 2.5 million people in the world are victims of human trafficking, involving persons from 127 nations worldwide, sent to 137 countries. They are principally used for trafficking of organs, forced labour, prostitution, as well as, for forced adoptions or marriages. The phenomena presents itself under various forms, frequently linked to clandestine immigration, paedophilia, and child exploitation. This horrific phenomena involves an illegal business whose estimated value is about 32 million dollars. 
The Forum had three objectives: Vulnerability: why does human trafficking happen (examine the factors - e.g. poverty, violence, racism, religion, etc.); Impact: human and social consequences of human trafficking (e.g. violence, AIDS, psychological and emotional trauma, etc.); Action: innovative approaches to solving complex problems. 
The Holy See has always been aware of the gravity of this problem: in 1970, Pope Paul VI began what is today the Pontifical Council for Migrants and Travelers, with the victims of this phenomena in mind, as well, considering them “modern-day’s slaves.” Various Episcopal Conferences (e.g. Nigeria, Ireland, and Spain), following the Pontifical Council’s initiative, have published pastoral letters enumerating these problems, in relation to the local situations. In the countries that have suffered most due to prolonged conflicts (D.R. Congo, Sierra Leone, Liberia), the Catholic Church has taken responsibility for the ex-children soldiers that run the risk of being sold, once they have left the army. There are many initiatives from among religious congregations to assure not only their social and economic integration, but also their healing and return to their families and communities. 
“We have to admit that easy solutions do not exist. Addressing these particular human rights’ abuses requires a coherent and integral approach. This should take into account not only the best interests of the victim, but also the just punishment of those who benefit from it, and the introduction of preventive measures such as, on the one hand, awareness and consciousness raising and, on the other, addressing the root causes of the phenomenon, among which the macroeconomic situation certainly should not be overlooked.” (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 15/2/2008; righe 44, parole 514)

Human trafficking - ASIA/CAMBODIA - Following passing of a new law, Cambodia takes steps forward in ending human trafficking and sexual exploitation

Phnom Penh (Agenzia Fides) - They are among the most tragic social problems in Cambodia: human trafficking and sexual exploitation, and they represent two authentic plagues on the society of this tiny south-eastern Asian country. They are situations that have been tolerated for too long and that have created a sort of “parallel economy,” administrated by criminals and trafficking groups with exterior contacts.
The Cambodian Parliament has finally presented and unanimously approved a new law to fight human trafficking and sexual exploitation. The prior legislation, of 1966, held only 10 articles and was inadequate in its preventative measures, as well as in its punishments and allowed for free room and mobility for criminal organisations.
The new law, which has been in question since December 2007, consists of 52 articles to be applied more rigorously in cases of kidnapping for trafficking or sexual exploitation of women and minors, with punishments of up to 20 years in prison and heavy fines. 
“This law is a great step forward towards global reform in our country’s judicial system,” commented Ang Vong Vattana, Justice Minister of Cambodia, widening horizons and noting that the entire legislative system in Cambodia is in urgent need of updating. The new law, the Minister promised, will be scrupulously observed. 
According to groups like UNICEF and other international organisations, Cambodian minors and women are often taken to other countries in Asia, Africa, the Middle East, and Europe, where they are made slaves, or become victims of sexual abuse or forced marriages, or organ trafficking. The increase of people and marketing makes it easier for traffickers to smuggle children into other countries, increasing the number of places of sexual tourism. 
Cambodia, international organisations say, is one of the most plagued countries, in terms of child trafficking within the prostitution world. The percentile of AIDS victims in the country is extremely high: over half of the children who have been exploited have been tested positive. 35% of Cambodian prostitutes are minors and 43% of these, are infected with the AIDS virus. The cause for the situation is almost always poverty. Oftentimes, their own families are the ones who sell the children, in hopes of offering them a better future. This plague is also perpetuated due to the complications and conveniences that exist on various levels, given the corruption in the public systems. 
The newly approved law shows the nation’s desire to turn things around and to fight strongly against the practices of human trafficking and sexual exploitation.
The small Catholic community of Cambodia has always had a strong presence in assisting minors and women who have been victims of exploitation and trafficking, through prevention centres, recuperation centres, and helping in their social reintegration. (PA) (Agenzia Fides 18/2/2008 righe 38, parole 449)

Pastoral Visit - AMERICA/CUBA - The Church in Cuba enthusiastically prepares to receive the Secretary of State on the 10th anniversary of John Paul II’s visit to the country

Havana (Agenzia Fides) - The Church in Cuba is enthusiastically preparing for the visit from the Secretary of State, Cardinal Tarcisio Bertone, in honour of the 10th anniversary of the Holy Father John Paul II’s visit to Cuba. According to the program published by the Cuban Bishops’ Conference, Cardinal Bertone is scheduled to arrive February 20th, at 9:10pm local time. Thursday, February 21, the Cardinal will meet with the Catholic Bishops’ Conference of Cuba (COCC), in the residence Casa Sacerdotal San Juan Maria Vianney. He will later go to visit “San Carlos y San Ambrosio” Seminary in Havana, where he will meet with seminarians. At 7:30pm, he is scheduled to celebrate Mass in the Cathedral Square in Havana. On February 22, there will be a Mass and encounter with Cloistered sisters and a Meeting with the Presidential Body of the Cuban Conference of Religious. Saturday, February 23, the Cardinal will be in Santa Clara, where he will inaugurate the monument dedicated to John Paul II. In the afternoon, he will travel to Santiago de Cuba, where there will be a Rosary prayed in the National Shrine of Our Lady of Charity of Cobre, with young people and lay faithful, in honour of the 10th Anniversary of the Virgin’s Crowning. On Sunday, February 24, the Cardinal will go to Guantanamo, where he will celebrate Mass in the “Pedro Agustin Perez y Perez” Square, in honour of the 10th Anniversary of the creation of the Diocese of Guantanamo-Baracoa, with a special blessing of the Bishop’s Residence. On Monday, there is a scheduled Conference in the Auditorium of the University of Havana, and lastly, on Tuesday the 26th, there will be an Encounter with the “Salesian Family,” a visit to the Latin American School of Medicine (ELAM), and a meeting with Catholic media personnel from the Church in Cuba, in the Nunciature.
Archbishop Dionisio Garcia Ibañez, Archbishop of Santiago de Cuba, sent a note to the faithful asking them to participate in the act at the National Shrine of the Virgin of El Cobre, uniting themselves spiritually if they cannot physically attend. “How beautiful it will be that all of us, in manifestation of our love for the Virgin and for Cuba, come together that on that evening, in supplication, to obtain those goods that are so desired by all Cubans of goodwill,” the Bishop said. In this way, the Bishop explained, “we unite ourselves to the intention of Pope John Paul II, who in his homily in Santiago de Cuba, placed all the Cuban people under the protection of the Virgin.”
The diocese of Guantanamo is also preparing to receive the Cardinal Secretary of State, on the 10th anniversary of the creation of the diocese by Pope John Paul II in the Mass of January 24, 1998, in Santiago de Cuba. Catholics there have already been reciting a prayer especially composed for the visit and have organised a mission in the entire city, inviting the people to come.
Santa Clara will be the third diocese he will visit, in order to inaugurate the monument to John Paul II. In a radio message, Bishop Arturo Gonzalez, Bishop of Santa Clara, recalled the historic visit of John Paul II to the country, in which “all Cuba lived an experience that will forever mark its history. And the Catholic Church in Cuba looks upon those days as the most transcendental of all.” “To us all, he left us his teachings; to each one of us he offered a word on which we could reflect and later put into practice,” the Bishop continued. It is precisely in order to celebrate this anniversary of the diocese, that they have wished to erect a public monument dedicated to John Paul II in the same place where he celebrated his first Mass in Cuba. “We want it to be a homage from all the Cuban people to Pope John Paul II and a remembrance, for all future generations, of a historical event of transcendental calibre,” the Bishop affirmed, while also asking that faithful prepare for the event by a “renewal of the gift of faith, kindling the fire of love and hope in us, in our families, and in our friends.” (RG) (Agenzia Fides 20/2/2008 righe 50, parole 701)

Life - AMERICA/BRAZIL - Launching of Brotherhood Campaign in defence of human life

Brazil (Agenzia Fides) - The Brazilian Bishops Conference has begun their 45th Brotherhood Campaign today, February 6th, Ash Wednesday. This year, the Campaign’s theme is, “Brotherhood and the defence of life” and the motto is, “So, choose life.” The opening ceremony will be presided by Bishop Dimas Lara Bardos, in the seat of the Bishops Conference in Brasilia. Included in the ceremony will be a presentation of the Campaign material and a reading of the Holy Father’s Message, followed by various testimonies planned to be given within the celebration of the Mass. 
The general objective of the Campaign is to urge the Church and society to defend and promote human life, from conception until natural death, seeing it as a gift from God. Among the various specified objectives are: to develop the idea of a person capable of making decisions in defence of human life, to strengthen the family as primary place for the defence of life, to promote a culture of life through education, to work together with people of various cultural positions and different religions, to foster an attitude of awareness in the people as they confront institutions in favour of death and who promote the manipulation and commercialisation of human life, and finally, to promote and support public policies that guarantee the promotion and defence of life.
Set to take place during Lent, the Campaign is especially characterised by an intense call to conversion. “This Campaign,” Bishop Dimas stated, “is meant to be an effort towards a Lenten conversion of all Christians in search of an ever fuller happiness and for the God who is the Creator and Giver of life.” The Brotherhood Campaign offers paths for the conversion and transformation of society, with the aim that the human person may be more and more recognised in his fullness, in conformation with his nature and with the will of God, placing life among the principle values that mark our existence and determine our actions. (RG) (Agenzia Fides 6/2/2008 Lines: 26 Words: 320

Life - AMERICA/BRAZIL - 1st International Pro Life Conference for common effective action to counter proposed laws harmful to the family and human life

Aparecida (Agenzia Fides) - From 6 - 10 February the archdiocese of Aparecida, Brazil, will host the country's 1st International Pro-Life Conference with the goal of intensifying the Catholic activity to counter proposed laws which threaten the family and human life, said Conference general co-ordinator Prof. Hermes Rodrigues Nery, who added “Brazil has various pro-life initiatives. We intend to unite them and draft a common plan for more effective activity to counter about 50 proposed laws about to be sent to National Congress, and which represent a serious threat to the family and to human life”. 
The opening of the Conference on Ash Wednesday 6 February will coincide with the launching of the annual fund raising Fraternity Campaign promoted by the Brazilian Bishops, of which this year's theme is Fraternity and Life with the slogan "Take a stand for Life”. Prof. Rodrigues says participants are expected from all over the country as well as Argentina, Ecuador, Peru, Venezuela, USA, Portugal and Uruguay. On Sunday 10 February the Conference will come to a close with the presentation of Aparecida Pro-Life Declaration.
The Conference organised by the Bishops of Brazil is sponsored by CELAM, (Council of Latin American Bishops' Conferences), the archdioceses of Aparecida and Brasilia, the National Pro-life and Pro-family associations, the Paulist Federation of Pro-Life Movements, the National Pro-Life Association of Women, the Parliamentary Front against the Legalisation of Abortion. (RG) (Agenzia Fides 4/2/2008; righe 18, parole 243)

Fronte Parlamentare contro la Legalizzazione dell’Aborto.  (RG) (Agenzia Fides 4/2/2008; righe 18, parole 243)     

Life - AMERICA/BRAZIL - Declaration from Aparecida on the Defence of Life: “Legislation cannot be founded upon mere political consensus; it must be based on a moral code that stems from a positive natural order.”

Aparecida (Agenzia Fides) - “Legislation cannot be founded upon mere political consensus; it must be based on a moral code that stems from a positive natural order,” is what is stated in the “Declaration from Aparecida in Defence of Life,” proclaimed on Sunday, February 10, at the close of the First Congress in Defence of Life (February 6-10 in Aparecida, Brazil), which was attended by various representatives from all over the world (see Fides 4/2/2008). The congress was held in immediate response to the to the proposals made in the Fraternity Campaign 2008, sponsored by the National Conference of Brazilian Bishops, with the theme: “Fraternity and defence of life” with the motto of “So, choose life” (see Fides 6/2/2008).
In the Declaration of Aparecida, participants speak out against the implanting of a culture of death that leads to a loss of the meaning of life, ethical values, and natural rights, from which all other rights are derived. They also speak against such topics as: the intent to legalise abortion in Latin America, fraud in the scientific field, the manipulation of language and the authorities that allow the manufacturing and distribution of pharmaceuticals that kill human beings in the first moments of their life, such as abortifacients, state programs in favour of abortion, implementation of a sexual education, in schools, that is hedonistic and removed from a context of love, the promotion of a general ideology including the imposition of homosexuality among children and young people, and the intent to legalise euthanasia in the country.
In the face of this situation, the participants of the Congress have asked that there be permanent regulators established in order to assure the faithful implementation of the new proposals made in favour of human rights, life, and the family, as well as the knowledge of the Church’s social doctrine from the perspective of the Gospel of Life. They also ask that institutions, groups, and leaders all collaborate in taking effective measures in defence of and respect for life and human dignity. (Agenzia Fides 13/2/2008 righe 25, parole 335)

SUPER QUAESTIONES

VATICAN - Mission continues - Fr. Adriano Garuti and Lara De Angelis

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) - Missionary activity, today as always, requires courage. It is one thing to talk about it, but to live it is much more demanding. Being present in the world as it is today with its religious indifference and secularisation, where the most fundamental values such as love, justice, peace, equality, solidarity, brotherhood are non existent and the only things which count are power, money, success. Being in it with the power of the Gospel demands a good dose of courage, but nonetheless missionary activity is still relevant, not only because of Christ's specific mandate to evangelise all peoples, but because God loves the world and wishes it to be united with Him and to live His own Trinitarian life. 
The Church therefore continues to be called to carry on God's work as a sacrament of God's presence for mankind. The community cannot be considered merely a people gathered by God, they are also the people whom God sends to proclaim Jesus Christ, good news for the world, light and hope amidst the questions the world poses to itself, new meaning, the key to the quest. The Church is not a club for the redeemed which exists for itself, she is open to others, always longing with missionary dynamism to witness that God who is its life.
This awareness drives her to set out, to respond to the call, overcoming any relativist mentality or difficulties of a practical nature, in order to proclaim Christ to all men and women and offer them the opportunity to accept Him.
This is why, still today, thousands of priests, men and women religious and lay people, filled with the Holy Spirit and love of neighbour, leave everything (homeland, family and friends, their “position”) and adventure into the marvellous calling to spread the Kingdom of God among all peoples and in every place. Their generosity is not always recognised or rewarded, indeed it is often opposed with all kinds of violence and tyranny. Not lacking either are cases of violent death: it suffices to think that every year n average of thirty priests, religious, laity and volunteer missionaries are killed while bearing witness to Christ at every latitude. But not even this prospect stops them, fired as they are by the charity of Christ and captivated by the missionary ideal which leads them to share their faith and love for Christ with all men and women. (12 - end) (Agenzia Fides 5/2/2008; righe 28, parole 415)

VATICAN - AVE MARIA - Lent: a season for God's work 
Mgr. Luciano Alimandi

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) - The Evangelists give us testimony of many miracles worked by Jesus and we are amazed to see how God's power cures the sick, frees those possessed by demons, brings the dead back to life, commands nature … God's intervention in history is a wonder in our eyes. Today, as then, we are fascinated by the Lord who works through his Church to help his children most in need. However this should not lead us to think that God only works in extraordinary ways, with miracles. 
The Lord works always (cfr. Jn 5, 17), but we do not notice, at least, we fail to see the signs of his works, because we do not make room for them. A soul which is humble and open to grace, accepts God in her and around her, but the man bent over his sins becomes impermeable to this working of God, which penetrates and changes only those who allow themselves to be embraced by it without resisting. 
The Apostles know all about this! They had to learn with fatigue, to make room for Jesus, to put aside selfishness and a desire to dominate others, and become servants who welcome transforming grace, and so become new creatures. The day the Lord entered their life everything had to change; the same should happen in us, the disciples of Christ of the third millennium. Jesus is the same today as two thousand years ago, and so is man. The demands of conversion today are the same as in the times of the Apostles, who were enthusiastic when they saw miracles and dispirited when Jesus 'slept' in their boat, fearing it would sink. Just like us today! 
The Apostles had to learn to trust in the Lord, when his action was visible and when it was not; to trust the Lord in the light and in the darkness, when they understood and when they did not. Just like us, today! The Gospel never changes, because the Word is Divine not human. What Jesus asked of the rich young man who wanted to follow Him, he asks of those who wish to follow Him today. If we accept his message, we will experience the power of divine grace as it was experienced by those who trusted in Him two thousand years ago! 
The truth that anyone who wants to affirm himself cannot become like Jesus is still valid today: “If anyone wishes to follow me, let him renounce himself …” The Lord knows we are reluctant to believe, and as with the Apostles, he repeats the lesson, he knocks at the door of our conscience to make his voice heard and for us to open the door. But the doors of our heart are rusty, they find it difficult to open to another vision: giving to receive, decreasing in order to grow. In the soul of a true disciple Christ, not just anybody, must grow. When Jesus lives in the soul, “the music is so different”! Not a set of notes out of tune, put together by a life spent for self to the detriment of others. These are notes of an ineffable harmony, a life which has the fragrance of Christ, as the Apostle says: “We are the fragrance of Christ” (2 Cor 2, 15). The lives of the saints exhale this fragrance which, even years later, continues to spread and if we are watchful, if we live like them the dynamic of charity, this sweet unction will change our hearts. The example of the Saints urges us to open ourselves to God. The Servant of God John Paul II exhaled so much of this fragrance and it continues in our day. 
Benedict XVI, on the 2nd anniversary of the death of John Paul II spoke of this fragrance: “The 'fragrance' of love ‘filled the whole house (Jn 12,3), the whole Church (...)Pope Wojtya's love for Christ was so strong, so intense, we could say, that it overflowed in every region of the world. 
Was not the esteem, respect and affection expressed to him at his death by believers and non-believers alike an eloquent witness of this? St Augustine wrote, commenting on this passage of John's Gospel: ""The house was filled with the fragrance'. The world is filled with the fame of a good character: for a good character is like a sweet scent.... Through the good, the name of the Lord is honoured" (In Io. Evang. tr. 50, 7). This is really true; the intense and fruitful pastoral ministry and, even more, the calvary of the agony and serene death of our beloved Pope showed the people of our time that Jesus Christ was truly his "all".” (Benedict XVI, homily 2 April 2007). 
May the Blessed Virgin Mary accompany is in this Season of Lent, so that on the ashes of our selfishness a longing for God may arise. (Agenzia Fides 6/2/2008; righe 52, parole 799)

VATICAN - THE WORDS OF DOCTRINE - Christian unity in society 
Rev Nicola Bux and Rev Salvatore Vitiello

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) - In these times of renewed ecumenical effort, the difficult arises for Christians to be united on some of the most important ethical issues of our day: Catholics and Protestants in particular are divided on issues concerning life and the family.
One is bound to ask: what is the point in persevering on the way to Christian unity, if this unity is not visible in the world on issues which affect how the faith is lived? In other words, if there is no consistency between faith and life? The second position which no ethical application of the faith can be deduced, is considerably schizophrenic since it reduces the faith to a sentiment outside reality and ethics to a code which in the wake of the apostolic writings, takes a position on the behaviour of Christians in the surrounding pagan world, indicating what should distinguish them: famous is the emphasis “they share the table but not the thalamus” (allusion to all kinds of concubinary menages).
Consistency between faith and life is not a recent invention, it is part of the nature of the Ecclesial Body of which Christ is the Head; the Ecclesial Body is one and the same as the Eucharistic Body.
Could a Catholic, in any sort of situation in the different countries of the world, discern, as St Paul would say, the Body of Christ: approach Communion, recognising the Body to which he belongs, without verifying or at least desiring to be one with all the members of this body?
We are One! Idealistic romanticism or recognition of a unity which is “given” and comes from on High, together with realistic efforts to build day by day relations of unity with our brothers and sisters in the faith? Will Christians then not strive to be united in the witness they offer society? What is the use of privileging with subtle distinction, one's own interpretation, instead of first of all, putting into practice the Church's words of doctrine?
In recent times there have been several cases of Catholics wanting to take the place of the Magisterium, “correcting it” and bending it to suit their own arguable opinion. Not that this is new, of course, but history should teach something on the ephemeral duration of such impositions.
Therefore unity of Christians in the world, the unity of Catholics in society, is a precious treasure, as St John Chrysostom was known to say, precisely because it is documented with the visible unity of moral conduct. Should we not invoke, in these times of dominant relativism, the urgency of ethical codes to support shared behaviour? We Catholics understand this effort, but we reply, we already have a Decalogue, charged with universal reasonableness, given by Someone on a mountain top, more than three thousand years ago, and of which Jesus Christ not change even one iota, except to bring it to completion. 
To be observed, at the same time, a call - actually, ever more feeble - for ‘values’ chosen on alternate days to remedy the ethical drifting of society, on the part of secular moralists with some Catholic “support”.
In the face of fear of exploitation of ethical issues on the part of politicians, there comes to mind a thought of Cardinal John Henry Newman, known for his interior freedom: “One characteristic of a certain worldly thought is that religiosity, spirituality and culture are always pure and good. Whereas politics are bad. Catholics instead, with great realism, recognise that, since mankind is wounded by original sin, all human activity is in danger of becoming corrupted and producing negative effects […]. The Church is structured precisely to be concerned for, or (as non believers would say), to meddle with, the world. Her members are only doing their duty when they join together and when this internal unity is used to fight the spirit of evil on the outside, at the courts of kings or among the variety of multitudes.” (The Arians in the 4th century (Agenzia Fides 14/2/2008; righe 48, parole 618)

VATICAN - Letter to Bishops from the Prefect of the Congregation for the Oriental Churches: “continue to sustain spiritually and materially those Catholics living in the Holy Land.”

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) - With the occasion of the collection for the Church in the Holy Land, which is customarily done on Good Friday, Cardinal Leonardo Sandri, Prefect of the Congregation for the Oriental Churches, and Bishop Krzysztof Nitkiewicz, undersecretary for the Dicastery, have sent a letter to all the Bishops asking for aid from the community of faithful.
After recalling Pope Benedict XVI’s visit to the Dicastery of the Congregation for the Oriental Churches, and his “concern for the situation in this region and for the welfare of its inhabitants,” the Cardinal writes, “I wish to take this opportunity to address myself for the first time to my brothers in the episcopate who serve your respective Churches. I also desire to emphasise, as has the Pontiff, the invitation to you to continue to sustain spiritually and materially those Catholics living in the Holy Land.” “The absence of peace,” the letter continues, “exacerbates the many long-standing problems as well as the poverty afflicting the region of the Holy Places. That absence also contributes to the creation of new difficulties. Thus, we must recognise that Christians who reside there are a priority for the attention of the entire Catholic Church, together with that of all other Churches and ecclesial communities. For even in their need, they embody the ‘living charism of Christianity’s origins.’”
The letter expresses the hope that the Good Friday Collection, which takes place on a day so “appropriately” and “relevantly” chosen by the Roman Pontiffs, will be well received on behalf of all the local Churches, thereby spreading this movement of charity that the Congregation, “by virtue of Papal directive, coordinates...with exactitude and fairness. Always, the goal is to assist with the everyday requirements of Christian life.” 
The Latin community and the other Eastern Rite Catholic Churches will hopefully benefit from “the charitable outreach by all Catholics...not simply be viewed as occasional, but as so continuous and profound that the future may be welcomed with hope. Nor is this program of charitable distribution based upon religious, cultural or political distinctions. Rather, it seeks especially to equip the younger generations...” Among the most urgent problems, the letter mentions: “the ever present matter of immigration, bringing with it the risk that Christian communities can be deprived of their most important human resources.”
At the close of the letter, Cardinal Sandri thanks the particular Churches, as well as the parishes, religious families, institutions, foundations, and associations, for their commitment to helping the Holy Land, conveying “the deepest gratitude of the Holy Father for your support of this cause which is of such vital importance for the Church and for humanity. I extend thanks also on behalf of this Dicastery and of all the Latin and Eastern communities of the Holy Land.” (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 14/2/2008; righe 37, parole 460)

VATICAN - Presentation made by Congregation for the Causes of the Saints, “Sanctorum Mater”: the Instruction on the Diocesan Inquiry of Causes of Saints; statistics on Beatifications and Canonisations in the pontificate of Benedict XVI

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) - In the Holy See Press Office this morning, Cardinal Jose Saraiva Martins C.M.F., prefect of the Congregation for the Causes of Saints, presented the Instruction "Sanctorum Mater" for conducting diocesan or eparchial enquiries in the causes of saints, as well as the supplement, “Index ac status causarum.”
In his remarks, the cardinal affirmed that the aim of the document "is to contribute to ensuring that current norms for the diocesan inquiry of a cause of beatification and canonisation are applied with ever greater care". The Instruction is divided into six sections and carefully describes all the steps that the Bishops should make from beginning to end in the diocesan phase of the process for beatification.
The cardinal then went on to consider the reasons for the publication of the document, pointing out that 25 years have passed since the promulgation by John Paul II of the Apostolic Constitution 'Divinus Perfectionis Magister', and of the 'Normae servandae' by the Congregation for the Causes of Saints. Since then, he said, "in some dioceses, certain provisions of the law have not always been understood and, consequently, not been put into practice with the necessary meticulousness, the which has sometimes made it necessary for the congregation to supply clarifications or to ask diocesan curias to correct errors". Furthermore, he added, "dioceses do not always have access to specialised individuals with practical experience of the various procedures involved in a cause of canonisation". For this reason, "it is evident that a practical document, such as this Instruction, was useful, indeed necessary.” “When the current legislation on causes of saints came into force", said the cardinal outlining another reason for the publication of the present document, "an unfounded idea became widespread that the traditional methodology ... had been substituted by some kind of historical-critical investigation". And the final reason was that, "in the move from the earlier legislation to that in force today, it was unclear to some people that a serious and rigorous verification of the fame of sanctity or martyrdom, undertaken in dioceses, is a prior requirement of absolute importance. Hence, a procedure must not be begin without irrefutable proof that the Servant of God ... is held to be a saint or martyr by a considerable number of faithful, who invoke him or her in their prayers and attribute graces and favours to his or her intercession." 
Cardinal Saraiva Martins pointed out, as well, that the guidelines for the causes of beatification and canonisation are the same for the Latin Rite Church as for the Eastern Rite, always under the competence of the Congregation for the Causes of Saints. 
The press conference also released a statement on statistics of Beatifications and Canonisations during the pontificate of Pope Benedict XVI. There have been 20 beatification ceremonies during which 563 Servants of God were beatified (36 confessors and 527 martyrs), including 48 diocesan priests, 485 male and female religious, and 30 lay people, for a total of 509 men and 54 women. The canonisation ceremonies celebrated thus far during the pontificate of Benedict XVI number four (three in Rome and one in Brazil), during which 14 people were canonised (two bishops, four priests, five male religious and three female religious). The current total of saints and blessed of this pontificate is 577. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 18/2/2008; righe 44, parole 552)

EUROPE/ITALY - Interview with Prof. Andrea Riccardi: “The meaning of mission: sharing the Word of God and communicating the joy of having encountered Jesus in our poorest brothers and sisters”

Rome (Agenzia Fides) – On the occasion of the 40 years of the Community of St Egidio, Fides put a few questions to its founder, Professor Andrea Riccardi. 


The S. Egidio Community was born forty years ago: what was the social and ecclesial context of the time and what reasons prompted its foundation?



The Community was formed on 7 February in 1968 by a group of high school students in Rome, in the wake of the Second Vatican Council and during the youth uprising in which it appeared that everything had to change. The beginning and the basis of the S. Egidio Community was guided by reading the Gospel and this has continued all through these forty years with a desire to live the Gospel in our lives. The Community is a reality of lay Catholics living in the world dedicated to showing solidarity to the poor. S. Egidio Community started its work in the outskirts of the city of Rome, among poor people living in hovels, in a Rome which still had pockets of third world conditions. For the Church it was a very special time, in a full Vatican II atmosphere which inspired renewal, to rediscover of the primacy of the Word of God, to live as the People of God active in the world.


S. Egidio Community was born and grew under the pontificates of Pope Paul VI, John Paul I and John Paul II and today Benedict XVI. What memories have you of each of these Pontiffs? What did they mean to the Community?


I never met Pope Paul VI personally. I came to understand him above all through his writings which left a profound mark on the Church such as Evangelii nuntiandi and Populorum progressio, and his apostolic journeys to other continents. In the years of his pontificate our relations were mainly with his Vicar for the diocese of Rome Cardinal Ugo Poletti, who accompanied the first steps of our Community with paternal affection, and entrusted us with the church of S. Egidio, from which our community took its name. Cardinal Poletti was an important figure for Rome, he promoted among other things, a Diocesan Meeting in February 1974, on the responsibilities of Catholics with regard to the need to promote charity and justice in the diocese of Rome. 

Then came the brief pontificate of John Paul I, another Conclave and the election of John Paul II, who immediately set out to visit the parishes of his diocese of Rome. We met him on 3 December 1978, on the occasion of his first parish visit in the Garbatella district: He stopped, we told him what we were doing and he encouraged us and asked “Are you in Rome? Then come and see me!”. We were deeply impressed by his simple manner. That was the beginning of 26 years of a relationship of paternal encouragement, execution of his prophetic intuition - the interreligious prayer meeting for peace in Assisi 1986 -. I remember his first visit to S. Egidio in 1979, when we were still a very small reality and young in age. The Pope understood, sustained and loved us, as a great Bishop. He said something wonderful about us: “you have no limit, except charity”. Even in maturity we are always sons and daughters : this is how we feel our relationship with Benedict XVI. With him there is a long story to live which has just begun with profound agreement on the themes of peace and ecumenism, evangelisation in Europe and in Africa: I will never forget the joy of his presence at our interreligious Meeting in Naples last October, when he encouraged us to continue along the path of encounter and dialogue with religions and cultures.


Mission is part of the life of the Church and all the more of the life of Church Movements. What are the characteristics of the S. Egidio Community mission?


When we started our horizon was that of this city of Rome, but precisely this bond with the city and its Bishop, the Pope, gave us a sense of universality. Our mission, from the start, has been to turn to those who have lost touch with the Church: young people in our de-Christianised Europe, the poor in the outskirts who were losing their religious roots because of emigration and the difficulties of life…in the popular districts of Rome we developed a passion for the Gospel which led our Community to the frontiers of the world. S. Egidio lives the communication of the Gospel as a personal encounter. In our history we have never sent “missionaries” to other countries: our communities in the world were founded on encounters with men and women who shared the “spirit” of S. Egidio and wished to live it in their own situation. The sense of mission is sharing the Word of God, communicating the joy of having encountered Jesus in our poor brothers and sisters with the testimony that it is possible to live the Gospel in every situation, living exceptionally the ordinary things of every day.


In how many countries is S. Egidio Community present? What have been your most significant experiences outside of Europe?


Today Sant’Egidio is present in 70 countries with about 50.000 people. More than half of them in the south of the world, mainly in Africa. Some of our Communities live  in difficult situations as Christians in Sudan, Pakistan and Indonesia. The members of our Communities are local people with the same life and problems as those around them but in the awareness that “no one is too poor to help someone in need”. This is the example of our Communities in Africa working to assist street children or prison inmates.

Certainly these 40 years have opened many international scenarios to us, involving is in the suffering of people in many countries. In these years we have promoted peace, for example in Mozambique, with a peace agreement signed here at Sant’Egidio, on 4 October 1992, after 16 years of bloody civil war. It is possible to change the world.

Sant’Egidio lives everywhere the spirituality of gratuitousness, and today this becomes testimony: there is not only the market. In its activity Sant’Egidio relies on the participation of thousands of volunteers. Intervention free of ideological patterns, at times undertaken with "feeble means" like the service of young Africans who help the poor people around them with programmes which intervene in places out of reach for international institutions. 

The question of our experience as a Community is complex: every story of the resurrection of a poor man or woman, every meeting with a young person who finds faith and hope for the future, every man condemned to death who receives a letter from a friend, every desperate old person who is visited, every child born healthy from a mother with HIV, all this is important for us, even if it happens in some forgotten corner of the earth. The outskirts become the centre of the world when the Gospel bears its fruits, through the heart and hands of a brother or sister of Sant’Egidio. (P. L. R.) (Agenzia Fides 4/2/2008; righe 80, parole 1.183)
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