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AGENZIA DELLA CONGREGAZIONE PER L'EVANGELIZZAZIONE DEIPOPOLI




- 31 December 2007

FIDES SPECIAL FEATURE 

Instrumentum mensis Decembris 

pro lectura Magisterii Summi Pontifici Benedicti XVI pro evangelizatione in terris missionum
Annus III – Numerus XII, December A.D. MMVII

During the month of December through his Magisterium the Holy Father Pope Benedict XVI led the Church as she waited for the Advent of the Lord Jesus to contemplate the Mystery of the Incarnation, and he called the attention of all men and women to the true dignity of the human person revealed by Christ. The Holy Father made frequent mention of his second Encyclical Spe salvi, which had just been made public consigning it ideally to the whole Church and especially certain categories of people such as the sick, during a visit to a hospital in Rome and to university students gathered in St Peter's Basilica for a Mass in preparation for Christmas.    

Saturday 1 December the Holy Father granted an audience to participants at a Forum for Catholic NGOs, and he thanked them for working to defend fundamental human rights and the objective dignity of life as a whole, stressing the importance of recognition of natural morals and denouncing insistent relativist ideology especially in the international field. On 2 December, first Sunday of Advent, the Pope made a pastoral visit to San Giovanni Battista Hospital in Rome. On Thursday 13 January  13 Benedict XVI met with hundreds of Roman university students. On Monday 17 he granted an audience to some Postulators of the Congregation for the Causes of Saints, to whom he said “Saint normally generate more saints and closeness to their person, or even only in their footsteps, is always beneficial”. 

The annual audience with the Roman Curia on 21 December for an exchange of Christmas wishes, gave the Pope an opportunity to look back on important moments of his Magisterium during the year which was coming to an end. In his address he mentioned his pastoral visit to Brazil to open the 5th General Conference of the Council of Bishops' Conferences of Latin America and the Caribbean in Aparecida which focused on discipleship of Christ and evangelisation. 

In his Christmas Message the Pontiff dwelt on the “great light” brought by Christmas, “certainly not 'great' in the manner of this world”, and of peace, which “only the ‘great’ light which appeared in Christ can give to mankind” 

(
SYNTHESIS INTERVENTUUM

1 December 2007 – Audience with participants at a Forum for Catholic inspired NGOs

1 December 2007 – Celebration of First Vespers of the First Sunday of Advent  

2 December 2007 – Angelus

2 December 2007 – Pastoral visit to San Giovanni Battista Hospital in Rome

3 December 2007 –  Audience with the Bishops of Korea and the Apostolic Prefect of Ulaanbaatar on ad limina visit
5 December 2007 – General audience

6 December 2007 – Audience with a Delegation of the Pontifical Oriental Institute 

8 December 2007 – Angelus
8 December 2007 – Act of Homage to Our Lady of the Immaculate Conception Piazza di Spagna

9 December 2007 – Angelus

12 December 2007 – General Audience

13 December 2007 – Audience with new ambassadors of Thailand, Seychelles, Namibia, Gambia, Suriname, Singapore and Kuwait 

13 December 2007 – Telegramme of condolence for the death of Cardinal Stickler

13 December 2007 – Address to university students in preparation for Christmas 
15 December 2007 – Audience with Bishops of Japan on ad limina visit 

16 December 2007 – Homily during Mass at the Parish of Our Lady of the Rosary of Pompei in the Roman district of Magliana

16 December 2007 – Angelus
17 December 2007 – Audience to Postulators of the Congregation for the Causes of Saints  

19 December 2007 – General Audience

20 December 2007 – Audience with Children of Action Catholic Italy

21 December 2007 – Audience with the Roman Curia to exchange Christmas greetings 

23 December 2007 – Angelus

24 December 2007 – Christmas Eve Homily at midnight Mass 

25 December 2007 – Christmas Message and Urbi et Orbi Blessing

26 December 2007 – Angelus

30 December 2007 – Angelus

31 December 2007 – Celebration of First Vespers of the solemnity of Mary, Mother of God and Te Deum of thanksgiving for the past year 
(
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· QUESTIONES

Human Dignity – EUROPE/ITALY – Demonstration in Rome promoted by Associazione Comunità Papa Giovanni XXIII and other Catholic movements: “absurd and shameful to leave thousands of women in the slavery of the streets victims of people who exploit them in every possible way"

Martyrdom – ASIA/JAPAN - Asian martyrs at the centre of a meeting between Japanese and Korean bishops
Mission - AMERICA/COLOMBIA - Great Continental Mission five lap organisation plan; during CAM 3 Mission announcement and sending of missionaries from all over the continent
Mission – ASIA/NEPAL - Christianity attracts increasing numbers of young people, with the hope of experiencing a World Youth Day. “Please send more missionaries to Nepal” says Vicar Apostolic ”

Mission – AMERICA/PERU - Bishops' Conferences launches radio project to make the Compendium of Catholic Social Doctrine, better and wider known

Mission – ASIA/SOUTH KOREA - “ mission stations” in the heart of cities meet the spiritual needs of the world of professions

Mission – ASIA/TAIWAN - In response to the Pope's call the Regional Bishops Conference  in Taiwan launches a Year of St Paul together with celebrations for the 150th anniversary of  Evangelisation 

Life – AMERICA/ARGENTINA   -  Against the approval of so-called "Worthy Death" law the Bishops of Rio Negro reaffirm once again the “Dignity of human life”

Life – AMERICA/ DOMINICAN REPUBLIC - Massive mobilisation pro-life: great March against abortion, presentation of document “Respect, defend, serve and love life”

Vocations - EUROPE/ITALY - To be ordained at Christmas forty eight new priests of the Congregation of the Legionaries of Christ including first members from El Salvador and Singapore
· Super QUAestiones

VATICAN  - THE WORDS OF DOCTRINE Rev Nicola Bux and Rev Salvatore Vitiello – “The Liturgy, the Church in total relationship with Jesus Christ Mediator Dei”

VATICAN - AVE MARIA by Mgr Luciano Alimandi – “The Child is the criteria of the measure that God has given to humanity” 

VATICAN - THE WORDS OF DOCTRINE by Rev. Nicola Bux and Rev. Salvatore Vitiello – The primary duty: to proclaim the Gospel

VATICAN - SPECIAL - WORDS OF DOCTRINE by Rev. Nicola Bux and Rev. Salvatore Vitiello - Proclamation, conversion and mission. Three key words in the “Doctrinal Note on some aspects of evangelisation” issued by the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith.

ASIA/JAPAN - “A Church which walks with renewed faith and hope, taking up the challenge of internationalisation ” Interview with Archbishop Peter Takeo Okada, Archbishop of Tokyo and President of the Catholic Bishops Conference of Japan

EUROPE/ITALY - Identity and gender: interview with Dr. Roberto Marchesini
· SYNTHESIS INTERVENTUUM

1 December 2007 – Audience to Forum of Catholic-inspired NGOs
VATICAN - Benedict XVI addresses Forum of Catholic-inspired NGOs: “What is needed, in fact, is a spirit of solidarity conducive for promoting as a body those ethical principles which, by their very nature and their role as the basis of social life, remain non-negotiable”

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) – To express gratitude and appreciation for what they do collaborating actively with Papal Representatives at International Organisations and render still closer and more effective this shared service for the integral good of the human person and all humanity: these were the goals identified by Pope Benedict XVI at the basis of the First Forum for Catholic-inspired Non Governmental Organisations, NGOs, whose participants he received in audience on Saturday 1 December. The Forum, held in Rome, was attended by representatives of 85 NGOs which refer in their international presence and activity, to the teaching of the Gospel and the Social Doctrine of the Catholic Church.


The Forum included a series of different realities started at different times and working in different fields…  “All of you, however, have in common a passion for promoting human dignity. This same passion has constantly inspired the activity of the Holy See in the international community” said the Holy Father underlining that “ this unity of purpose can only be achieved through a variety of roles and activities”. 


Looking with satisfaction at the positive results in international cooperation among governments the Pope mentioned “achievements such as the universal recognition of the juridical and political primacy of human rights, the adoption of shared goals regarding the full enjoyment of economic and social rights by all the earth’s inhabitants, the efforts being made to develop a just global economy and, more recently, the protection of the environment and the promotion of intercultural dialogue.”

 “ At the same time s - said Pope Benedict XVI -,  international discussions often seem marked by a relativistic logic which would consider as the sole guarantee of peaceful coexistence between peoples a refusal to admit the truth about man and his dignity, to say nothing of the possibility of an ethics based on recognition of the natural moral law. This has led, in effect, to the imposition of a notion of law and politics which ultimately makes consensus between states – a consensus conditioned at times by short-term interests or manipulated by ideological pressure – the only real basis of international norms. The bitter fruits of this relativistic logic are sadly evident: we think, for example, of the attempt to consider as human rights the consequences of certain self-centred lifestyles; a lack of concern for the economic and social needs of the poorer nations; contempt for humanitarian law, and a selective defence of human rights”.


The Holy Father said he hope the Forum would “identify more effective ways of making the Church’s social doctrine better known and accepted on the international level” and he urged the participants to “ counter relativism creatively by presenting the great truths about man’s innate dignity and the rights which are derived from that dignity”. This will contribute to “ forging of a more adequate response to the many issues being discussed today in the international forum. Above all, it will help to advance specific initiatives marked by a spirit of solidarity and freedom.”.


In the last part of his discourse the Pontiff said: “What is needed, in fact, is a spirit of solidarity conducive for promoting as a body those ethical principles which, by their very nature and their role as the basis of social life, remain non-negotiable. A spirit of solidarity imbued with a strong sense of fraternal love leads to a better appreciation of the initiatives of others and a deeper desire to cooperate with them Thanks to this spirit, one will always, whenever it is useful or necessary, work in collaboration either with the various non-governmental organisations or the representatives of the Holy See, with due respect for their differences of nature, institutional ends and methods of operation… When experienced in solidarity, legitimate pluralism and diversity will lead not to division and competition, but to ever greater effectiveness. The activities of your organisations will bear genuine fruit provided they remain faithful to the Church’s Magisterium, anchored in communion with her pastors and above all with the successor of Peter, and meet in a spirit of prudent openness the challenges of the present moment.” (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 3/12/2007; righe 44, parole 606)

See the Pope's address in English and Italian

http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/pontefici/pontefice.php?id=959
1 December 2007 – First Vespers of the 1st Sunday of Advent 

VATICAN - The Pope presides first Vespers of the First Sunday of Advent “Advent is a favourable time for rediscovering hope, not vague or false, but certain and confident, since it is ‘anchored’ in Christ, God made man, the rock of our salvation”

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) – “Advent is, par excellence, the season of hope. Every year this fundamental attitude of the spirit is rekindled in the hearts of Christians as they prepare to celebrate the great feast of the Nativity of Christ the Saviour and renew their expectancy for His glorious return at the end of time”. During the celebration in St Peter's Basilica of the first Vespers of the First Sunday of Advent, the Holy Father Pope Benedict XVI remarked on the call to hope offered by the Liturgy. “I decided to make Hope the theme of my second Encyclical made public yesterday – the Pope said in his homily -. I am happy to offer it ideally to the whole Church on this first Sunday of Advent, so that, as they prepare for Christmas, the individual faithful and communities may read it and meditate on it, in order to rediscover the beauty and profundity of Christian hope. This is inseparably linked with knowledge of the face of God, that face which Jesus, the only Son of God, revealed to us with His incarnation, with His life and preaching here on earth but above all with His death and resurrection … Advent, is therefore a favourable time for rediscovering hope, not vague or false, but certain and confident, since it is ‘anchored’ in Christ, God made man, and the rock of our salvation””.


Since the early Christian times “new hope distinguished Christians from people living according to pagan religions”, and this situation is reflected also in our day, the Pope said mentioning present day nihilism “which erodes hope from the heart of man, leading him to think that within him and around him there is nothing: nothing before birth, nothing after death. In actual fact, if God is missing, then hope is lost. Everything loses its ‘substance’… At stake is the relation between life here and how and what we call the ‘hereafter': this is not a place where we go after death, instead it is the reality of God, the fullness of life to which every human person, so to say tends... To this tending of man God has responded in Christ with the gift of hope.”


Benedict XVI then underlined “man is the only creature who is free to say yes or no to eternity, that is to God. The human being can extinguish the hope within himself by eliminating God from his life”, nevertheless “God knows the human heart. He knows that those who refuse Him have never known His real face, and this is why he knocks incessantly at our door, like a humble pilgrim who wishes to enter. This is why the Lord grants humanity more time: so that everyone may come to know Him! And this is also the meaning of the new Liturgical Year which starts today … To humanity who has no time for Him, God offers more time, a time to come to our senses and start out again to rediscover the meaning of hope.”


Therefore our hope is preceded by God's longing for us: “God loves us and this is why He longs for us to return to Him, to open our hearts to His love, to out our hand in His and remember that we are His children. God's longing always precedes our hope, just as His love always reaches us first. In this sense Christian hope is called ‘theological’: God is its source, its strength and its end… Every person is called to hope in response to God's longing for him … every new born baby is a sign that God has confidence in man and a confirmation, at least implicit, of the hope that man nurtures in a future open to the eternal of God. To this human hope God answered by being born in time as a tiny human person”. The Holy Father concluded his homily entrusting the journey of Advent to “Mary, who carried the incarnate Word in her heart and in her womb” with this invocation: “O Mary, watchful Virgin, Mother of hope, rekindle in the whole Church the spirit of Advent, so the whole of humanity may make its way to Bethlehem where Christ our God, the Son who rises from on high, came to visit us and will come again. Amen.” (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 3/12/2007; righe 45, parole 695)  

See the Pope's homily in Italian

http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/pontefici/pontefice.php?id=958
2 December 2007 – Angelus

VATICAN - The Pope at the Angelus: “Man and the world need God– the true God! – otherwise they cannot hope. Science does much for the good of humanity - undoubtedly -  but it cannot save it.”

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) – On 2 December the first Sunday of Advent, the Holy Father, Pope Benedict XVI dedicated his reflection before the recitation of the Angelus prayer to the significance of the Advent Season which opens the new liturgical year, a time when “the People of God prepare again to live the mystery of Christ in history”. The Pope said “history changes and calls incessantly to be evangelised; it needs to be renewed from within and Christ alone is truly new: He is the fullness of  history, the luminous future of mankind and the world … Advent is therefore an opportunity to rekindle in our hearts the longing for the One ‘who is, who was and who comes'. The Son of God came at Bethlehem twenty centuries ago, he comes at every moment to hearts and communities ready to receive Him, he will come again at the end of time to ‘judge the living and the dead’. This is why the believer, filled with firm hope, is always ready to encounter the Lord”.


Benedict XVI continued underlining that the first Sunday of Advent “is a most suitable day on which to offer the whole Church and all men and women of goodwill” his second Encyclical, dedicated to the subject of Christian peace and which bears the title “Spe salvi” because it begins with the words of St Paul: "Spe salvi facti sumus - In hope we were saved" (Rom 8,24). “In this and other passages of the New Testament – the Holy Father said -, the word ‘hope’ is closely connected with the word ‘faith’. It is a gift which changes the life of the receiver, as the experience of many saints demonstrates”. Hope consists in “knowledge of God, discovering him as the Father, good and merciful of heart. Jesus, with his death on the cross and his resurrection, revealed to us the face of God, the face of a God whose love is so great that he communicated to us unswerving hope which not even death can break, because the life of those who trust in this Father opens to the prospect of eternal happiness.”


In his address Benedict XVI remarked how “the development of modern science has increasingly confined faith and hope to the individual and private sphere, and so today it is evident, and at times dramatically so, that man and the world need God– the true God! – otherwise they cannot hope. Science does much for the good of humanity - undoubtedly -  but it cannot save it. Man is saved by love which renders personal and social life good and beautiful. This is why the great hope, the full and lasting hope, is guaranteed by God, by God who is Love, who in Jesus came to visit us and gave us life, and who will return at the end of time, in Him. It is in Christ that we hope, He is the One we are waiting for!”. Before leading the recitation of the Marian prayer the Pope urged the Church to go “with Mary, his Mother” to meet the Bridegroom, with works of charity, “because hope, like faith, is demonstrated with love”, and he concluded “Happy Advent to everyone!”. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 3/12/2007 – righe 33, parole 536)

See the Pope's address in various languages

http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/pontefici/pontefice.php?id=955
2 December 2007 – Pastoral visit to San Giovanni Battista in Rome 

VATICAN - Benedict XVI makes a pastoral visit Hospital San Giovanni Battista: “In trials and sickness God visits us in a mysterious manner and, if we are docile to His will we will experience the power of his love”

Roma (Agenzia Fides) – “In trials and sickness God visits us in a mysterious manner and, if we are docile to His will, we will experience the power of His love. Hospitals and nursing homes, precisely because the inmates are people tried by pain, can become privileged places in which to bear witness to Christian love which nourishes hope and give rise to resolutions of fraternal solidarity”. The Holy Father Pope Benedict XVI  said this during his homily at Mass celebrated on the First Sunday of Advent, 2 December, at San Giovanni Battista Hospital in the Magliana district of Rome, where he made a pastoral visit (see Agenzia Fides 27/11/2007).



The Pope began his homily reflecting on the significance of the Season of Advent: “The Lord comes!… Watching and praying, we too strive to prepare our heart to welcome the Saviour who is coming to show us his mercy and to give us his salvation”. On the subject of hope, characteristic of the season of Advent, Benedict XVI recalled his newly published second Encyclical, dedicated to Christian hope and he encouraged those present: “May we be filled with the certainty that God alone can be our hope as we gather together in this home where, sustained by solidarity, you fight disease”. Taking advantage of his visit to the Hospital run by the Knights of Malta the Pope said  desired “ideally to consign the Encyclical to the Christian community in Rome and especially those in direct contact with suffering and illness”. 


After greeting the Authorities present, the Holy Father addressed “affectionate greeting” to the patients and their families: “the Pope is spiritually close to you and assures you of his daily prayer; he urges you to find strength and comfort in Jesus and never to be disheartened. The Advent liturgy in the coming weeks will urge us to invoke Him tirelessly; to go out to meet Him, knowing that He comes to visit us again and again”. The Pontiff encouraged those present to open their hearts to every person, “especially those in difficulty, because when we do good to those in need we are preparing to welcome Jesus who visits us in them”. Underlining that in a hospital “the main concern is to offer patients loving and qualified care, to safeguard their dignity and strive to improve the quality of their life”, the Holy Father recalled that down through the centuries the Church has always been close to people who suffer. “This spirit has been shared by your praiseworthy Sovereign Order of the Knights of Malta, which began by dedicating itself to assisting pilgrims in the Holy Land at a Hospice-Infirmary” said Benedict XVI, encouraging doctors and nurses with these words: “In every patient, whoever they may be, learn to recognise and serve Christ himself; let the person experience signs of His merciful love through your actions and words”. 


In the last part of his homily the Pope returned to the meaning of Advent, “a time for praying and watchful waiting”, according to the Sunday readings and he said: “Jesus, who with his Nativity came among us and will return in glory at the end of time, never tires of visiting us in the events of every day. He asks us and warns us to watch and wait for him because his coming will not be programmed or predicted, it will be sudden and unannounced. Only those who are ready will not be taken by surprise … let us prepare then to welcome the Lord in his incessant coming towards us in the events of life, in joy and in pain, in health and in sickness; let us prepare to meet Him at his final coming”. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 3/12/2007, righe 41, parole 603)

See the Pope's homily in Italian

http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/pontefici/pontefice.php?id=956
3 December 2007 – Audience with the Bishops of Korea and the Apostolic Prefect of Ulaanbaatar on ad limina visit 

VATICAN - Pope Benedict XVI addresses the Bishops of Korea and the Apostolic Prefect of Ulaanbaatar on ad limina visit: “ I am aware of the practical gestures of reconciliation undertaken for the well-being of those in North Korea. I encourage these initiatives and invoke Almighty God’s providential care upon all North Koreans.”

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) – “ The Church in your countries has made remarkable progress since the arrival of missionaries in the region over four hundred years ago, and their return to Mongolia just fifteen years ago. This growth is due in no small part to the outstanding witness of the Korean Martyrs and others throughout Asia who remained steadfastly faithful to Christ and his Church.” The Holy Father Pope Benedict XVI said this in his address to the Catholic Bishops' Conference of Korea, received in audience on Monday 3 December, together with the Apostolic Prefect of Ulaanbaatar (Mongolia), on the occasion of their five yearly ad limina visit.


The Holy Father said Bishops' reports “attest  to the lure of materialism and the negative effects of a secularist mentality. When men and women are drawn away from the Lord’s dwelling place they inevitably wander in a wilderness of individual isolation and social fragmentation”. He told the Bishops that to be "effective shepherds of hope you must strive to ensure that the bond of communion which unites Christ to all the baptised is safeguarded and experienced as the heart of the mystery of the Church”. Benedict XVI then underlined that the faith is “ is sustained and nurtured by an ongoing encounter with Jesus Christ who comes to men and women through the Church… The gateway to this mystery of communion with God is of course Baptism”. Then he dwelt on the “profound importance  of this sacrament” and the need for “ joyous mystagogy” for the numerous adults received into the Church in the region every year fail to maintain a commitment to "the full participation in liturgical celebrations which is … a right and obligation by reason of … Baptism”.


With regard to the Bishops' pastoral programmes highlighting the importance of Sunday Mass the Pope said the programmes “should be infused with a sound and stimulating catechesis on the Eucharist” to promote a “ renewed understanding of the authentic dynamism of Christian life". Benedict XVI then said he joined the Bishops " in urging the laity – and in a special way the young people in your region – to explore the depth and breadth of our Eucharistic communion. Gathered every Sunday in the Lord’s House, we are consumed by Christ’s love and truth and empowered to bring hope to the world.”


The Holy Father asked the Bishops to express his appreciation to men and women religious for “ the prophetic contribution they are making to ecclesial life in your nations”, and he urged the Bishops to ensure that religious are “ welcomed and supported in their efforts to contribute to the common task of spreading God’s Kingdom”. Sharing with lay Catholics the living treasures of their spirituality, religious can make an important contribution to promote “vibrancy of ecclesial life”, and help to "dispel the notion that communion means mere uniformity as they witness to the vitality of the Holy Spirit enlivening the Church in every generation”.


In the last part of his address, Pope Benedict XVI once again underlined the necessity to promote marriage and family life: “ Your efforts in this field stand at the heart of the evangelisation of culture and contribute much to the well-being of society as a whole”. The Pope said this vital apostolate, in which many priests and Religious are already engaged, rightly belongs also to the laity: “ The growing complexity of matters regarding the family raises the question of providing appropriate training for those committed to working in this are”. “ Lastly, dear Brothers, - the Pope said - I ask you to convey to your people my particular gratitude for their generosity to the universal Church. Both the growing number of missionaries and the contributions offered by the laity are an eloquent sign of their selfless spirit. I am also aware of the practical gestures of reconciliation undertaken for the well-being of those in North Korea. I encourage these initiatives and invoke Almighty God’s providential care upon all North Koreans.” (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 4/12/2007; righe 45, parole 609)

See the Pope's address in English

http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/pontefici/pontefice.php?id=960
5 December 2007 – General Audience

VATICAN - Cromatius was a wise teacher and a zealous bishop. His first and principal commitment was to listen to the Word, in order to be able to announce it to others: in his teaching he always starts from the Word of God to then return to it again.

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) – “Cromatius was a wise teacher and a zealous bishop. His first and principal commitment was to listen to the Word, to be able to announce it to others: in his teaching he always starts from the Word of God to then return to it again… A zealous shepherd, Cromatius knows how to speak to his people with language which is fresh, vivid and incisive. Although versed in perfect Latin ‘cursus’, he preferred to use popular language, rich in images easily comprehensible”. It was to Bishop Cromatius of Aquileia, elected bishop of that city in the year 388, that the Holy Father Pope Benedict XVI dedicated catechesis during the general Wednesday audience on 5 December. 



Cromatius was born in Aquileia about the year 345. As a young boy he learned from his family to know and to love Christ. He was ordained a deacon, then a priest and later the Bishop of that same Church. In September 381 about 35 Bishops from the coasts of Africa, the valley of Rodano and the Decima region gathered in Aquileia for a Synod which intended to eradicate from the West, the last remnants of Arianism. As an expert of the Valerianus Bishop of Aquileia, the priest Cromatius was also present at that Council. “Having received episcopal consecration from Bishop Ambrose – the Holy Father recalled -, Cromatius dedicated himself with courage and energy to the vast task due to the size of the territory entrusted to his pastoral: the ecclesiastic jurisdiction of Aquileia, extended in fact from the territories of what are today Switzerland, Bavaria, Austria and Slovenia, as far as Hungary”. Most probably Cromatius died in exile at Grado in 407 while trying to escape barbarian incursions.



Known and esteemed in the Church of his time, Cromatius occupied the prestigious see of Aquileia: the fourth most important town of the Italian peninsula and the nones of the Roman Empire. Invasions of Goths and Huns “seriously undermined the transmission of the works of the Fathers preserved in the Bishop's Library, filled with manuscripts. The writings of Cromatius were also mislaid” the Holy Father recalled, underlining that “the rediscovery of a good part of the works of Cromatius is due to fortunate and  eventful vicissitudes, which only in recent years made it possible to rebuild quite a consistent corpus of writings: more than forty sermons, of which about ten are fragmentary, and over sixty treatises commenting the Gospel of Mathew”.


Among the themes especially dear to Cromatius, Benedict XVI cited “first of all the Trinitarian mystery, which he contemplates as it reveals itself in the history of salvation. Then the theme of the Holy Spirit: Cromatius continually reminds the faithful of the presence and the working of the third Person of the Most Holy Trinity in the life of the Church. But with particular insistence the holy Bishop returns to the mystery of Christ. The incarnate Word is true God and true man: He assumed humanity totally, in order to give it the gift of His own divinity. These truths, affirmed with insistence also in an anti-Arian function, led fifty years later to the definition made by the Council of Calcedonia”. 


Cromatius speaks often of the Blessed Virgin Mary above all because of her relation with the human nature of the Son of God: “his mariological doctrine is  terse and precise. To him we owe certain evocative descriptions of the Most Holy Virgin”. Often Our Lady is put in relation with the Church: both in fact are "virgin" and "mother". In his comment on the Gospel of Matthew, Cromatius dwells on some recurrent points: “the Church is one, born of the blood of Christ; a precious mantle woven by the Holy Spirit; the Church is where it is announced that Christ was born of the Virgin, where brotherhood and harmony flourish. An image of which Cromatius was particularly fond was that of a boat on the stormy sea”.


The Holy Father concluded his catechesis recalling that although he lived in a turbulent epoch, Cromatius succeeded in “being close to the faithful to comfort them and open their souls to trust God who never abandons his children”. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 6/12/2007 – righe 47, parole 654

See the Pope's address in various languages

http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/pontefici/pontefice.php?id=961
6 December 2007 – Audience with delegation of the Pontifical Oriental Institute

VATICAN - Pontifical Oriental Institute “an oasis of peace and study” for 90 years: the Holy Father receives a Delegation 

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) – “The Pontifical Oriental Institute is an outstanding example of what Christian wisdom has to offer those who wish to acquire ever deeper knowledge of the eastern Churches and to learn more about their orientation of life according to the Spirit, a theme on which the Christian east has a rich tradition of which it is rightly proud. This is a precious treasure not only for scholars but for all the members of the Church”. This was part of a discourse given by the Holy Father Pope Benedict XVI  to a delegation of the Pontifical Oriental Institute received in audience on the occasion of the 90th anniversary of the Institute's foundation.



Benedict XVI recalled that the Institute was founded by his predecessor Benedict XV on 15 October, a few months after the foundation of the Congregation for Oriental Churches on 1 May. “The Catholic eastern Churches benefited from Institute– the Pope said -, enjoying a regime more suited to their traditions, under the gaze of the Roman Pontiffs, who have never ceased to show their concern with gestures of concrete support; for example inviting many students from the east to come to Rome to learn more about the universal Church. These ecclesial communities have experienced difficult periods and, although physically distant from Rome, they have always been close in their fidelity to the See of Peter. Their progress and their perseverance in times of difficulty would have been unthinkable however without the constant support found at the Pontifical Oriental Institute, a haven of peace and study, a meeting place for many scholars, professors, writers and publishers, including some of the greatest experts on the Christian east ”.


The Holy Father then cited the Institute's Library, founded by Pius XI, “rightly renowned all over the world as one of the best in Europe”, promising to help it to grow as a sign of the Church of Rome's interest in knowledge of the Christian east and a means to eliminate any prejudice which might harm cordial harmony among Christians”. Benedict XVI said he was convinced that “support for study has an ecumenical value, since drawing from the heritage of the wisdom of the Christian east is enriching for all”. “In this regard –Benedict XVI concluded -, the Pontifical Oriental Institute is an outstanding example of what Christian wisdom has to offer those who wish to acquire ever deeper knowledge of the eastern Churches and to learn more about their orientation of life according to the Spirit, a theme on which the Christian east has a rich tradition of which it is rightly proud”. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 10/12/2007; righe 32, parole 440)

See the Pope's address in Italian

http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/pontefici/pontefice.php?id=962
8 December 2007 – Angelus
VATICAN - The Pope's Angelus on the solemnity of the Immaculate Conception: “I think of young people today, growing up in an environment saturated with messages offering false models of happiness…they are in danger of losing hope because they often seem to be orphans of true love”

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) – “On our journey of Advent there shines the star of Immaculate Mary… To reach Jesus, authentic light, the sun who has dissipated the shadows of history, we need lights which are close to us, human persons who reflect the light of Christ and illuminate the path we are to travel. And who is more luminous than Mary?” On the feast of the Immaculate Conception of Mary, Saturday 8 December, the Holy Father, Pope Benedict XVI underlined the value of the feast-day on which Catholics adore “the mystery of the grace of God who enfolded the creature destined to become the Mother of the Redeemer from the very beginning of her existence, preserving her from all contagion of original sin ”. Looking at Mary Christians recognise “the loftiness and beauty of God's plan for every human person…What a great gift it is to have Immaculate Mary as our Mother! A mother of resplendent beauty, in whom the love of God shines through”. 


The Pope then expressed his concern for the younger generations: “ I think of young people today, growing up in an environment saturated with messages offering false models of happiness These boys and girls are in danger of losing hope because they often seem to be orphans of true love which fills life with meaning and joy … Sad to say no few experiences demonstrate that adolescents, young people and even children are easy prey for the corruption of love, misled by adults without scruples who, lying even to themselves, lure them into the blind alleys of consumerism: even the most sacred realities, such as the human body, temple of the God of love and life, become in this way consumer objects; and this happens ever earlier already in preadolescence. How sad it is when children lose wonder and fascination for the most beautiful sentiments, the value of respect for the body, manifestation of the person and his or her unfathomable mystery!”


Lastly the Holy Father invited Christians to pray to Immaculate Mary and to contemplate “in all her beauty and holiness”, the woman who became on Golgotha “ Mother, Mother of hope for all humanity”, and to make a pilgrimage in spirit to Lourdes on the occasion of the 150th anniversary year of the apparitions of the Blessed Virgin Mary there. Before reciting the Angelus the Pope concluded citing his new encylical: “Mary Immaculate, start of the sea, shine on us and guide us on our way!” (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 10/12/2007 – righe 27, parole 390)

See the Pope's address in various languages

http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/pontefici/pontefice.php?id=965
8 December 2007 – Act of homage to statue of Immaculate Mary in Piazza di Spagna 

VATICAN - The Pope in Piazza di Spagna at the foot of the statue of Immaculate Mary: “Once again on this solemn day the Church indicates Mary to the world as a sign of sure hope and definitive triumph of good over evil ” 

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) – In keeping with tradition, in the afternoon of December 8th the Holy Father Pope Benedict XVI paid homage to the Blessed Virgin by laying a bouquet of white roses at the foot of a statue of Immaculate Mary in Piazza di Spagna. The Pope said this was a "gesture of faith and devotion which our Christian community makes every year almost as if to reaffirm its commitment of fidelity to the One, who under every circumstance of daily life, assures us of her help and maternal protection … and it is at the same time an opportunity to offer people who live in Rome or are here for a few days as pilgrims and tourists, the opportunity to feel that, despite differences in cultures, we are one family gathered around a Mother who experienced the daily fatigue of every wife and mother.” 


In his message read out at the foot of the statue of the Blessed Virgin the Holy Father recalled Mary as “a singular mother, chosen by God for a unique and mysterious mission, that of generating to earthly life the Word of the eternal Father, who came into the world for the salvation of all mankind. Immaculate Mary, conceived without sin,… walked her earthly pilgrimage sustained by intrepid faith, unswerving hope and humble and boundless love, following in the footsteps of her son Jesus”. From the Cross Jesus gave her to us as our mother, entrusting us to her as her children and the Holy Father urged those present to turn to Mary to implore her help and learn from her teaching: “Does not she our heavenly Mother urge us to flee evil and do good, docile to divine law written in the heart of every Christian? She kept on hoping even during trials, does she not urge us not to lose heart when suffering and death knock at the doors of our homes? Does she not ask us to look with confidence to the future? Does Immaculate Mary not urge us to be brothers and sisters to each other, and work together to build a world of justice, solidarity and peace?”


The Pope continued: “Once again on this solemn day the Church indicates Mary to the world as a sign of sure hope and definitive triumph of good over evil. She, whom we invoke ‘full of grace', reminds us that we are brothers and sisters and that God is our Creator and our Father. Without Him, or worse, against Him, we humans could never find the path which leads to love, we could never defeat the power of hatred and violence, we could never build a stable peace.” Benedict XVI urged men and women of all nations and cultures to accept “the message of light and hope” which comes as a gift from the “hands of Mary, Mother of all humanity”. Citing his second encyclical Spe salvi, the Pope recalled that the Church turns to Mary invoking her as "star of hope". We too today, “as we journey together on the sea of history need ‘lights of hope'… and who better than Mary to be our ‘Star of hope? With her ‘yes’, and with the generous offering of her freedom received from the Creator, she enabled the hope of millenniums to become reality, to enter in our world and its history. Thanks to her God became man and came to live among us, He pitched his tent in our midst.”



The Pope concluded his address with a message in French to pilgrims gathered at the Marian shrines of Lourdes and Fourvière (Lyons) “to honour the Blessed Virgin Mary in the jubilee year of the 150th anniversary of Our Lady's apparitions to Saint Bernardette”. On their spiritual journey “pilgrims should develop the grace of their baptism, nourish themselves with the Eucharist and draw from prayer the strength to bear witness and show solidarity to their brothers and sisters”. The Holy Father said he hoped “Shrines will develop their vocation to pray and to welcome people anxious to find, especially through the sacrament of Forgiveness, their way back to God”. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 10/12/2007; righe 45, parole 705)  

See speech in Italian and French

http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/pontefici/pontefice.php?id=964
9 December 2007 – Angelus

VATICAN - The Pope's Angelus reflection: Saint John the Baptist “ urges us to prepare the way for the Lord who comes to the deserts of today, outward and inward deserts thirsting for Christ, the living water”

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) - The mission of John the Baptist was to “prepare and make even the way for the Messiah, and to call the people of Israel to repent of their sins and set right all iniquity. With demanding words John the Baptist announced imminent judgement… He warned against the hypocrisy of those who felt secure simply because they belonged to the chosen people.” On the Second Sunday of Advent, the 9th of December, the Holy Father, Pope Benedict XVI devoted his midday Angelus reflection to the “austere figure” of the Precursor, mentioned in the Sunday Gospel. 


“As we continue on the journey of Advent and as we prepare to celebrate the Nativity of Christ, there resounds our communities in John the Baptist's call for conversion – the Pope told the crowds gathered in St Peter's Square -. His is a pressing appeal to open our hearts and welcome the Son of God who comes in our midst to announce God judgement … It is today, at this present moment, that our future destiny is shaped; it is with our concrete behaviour in this life that we decide our eternity. At the end of our days on earth, at the moment of death, we will be judged on the basis of our similarity to the Child who is soon to be born in the humble stable at Bethlehem, since he is the criteria of measurement which God has given humanity. Our heavenly Father who in his Only Son revealed to us His merciful love, calls us to follow in his footsteps making, as he did, our whole life a gift of love”. 


Lastly the Pope said that the “clear and hard” words of John the Baptist, are “more than ever salutary for us, and for all men and women today when, unfortunately, very often the world lives and sees Christmas with a materialistic mentality. The ‘voice’ of the great prophet urges us to prepare the way for the Lord who comes to the deserts of today, outward and inward deserts, thirsting for Christ who is the living water”. Benedict XVI concluded prating for the intercession of the Blessed Virgin Mary “that we may reach true conversion of heart, that we may make the necessary decisions to harmonise our mentality with the Gospel”.


After the Marian prayer the Pope mentioned that on Thursday 13 December in St Peter's Basilica he will meet the university students of Rome and he said: “I look forward to seeing many of you there to prepare ourselves for Holy Christmas invoking the gift of the Spirit of wisdom for the whole university community”. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 10/12/2007 – righe 29, parole 429)

See the Pope's address in various languages

http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/pontefici/pontefice.php?id=963
12 December 2007 – General Audience

VATICAN - “The testimony of Saint Paulinus of Nola helps us sense the Church as she is presented to us by Vatican II, a sacrament of intimate union with God and so of the  unity of all of us and of the whole human race”: the catechesis of Pope Benedict XVI at the general audience  

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) - Saint Paulinus of Nola, contemporary of  Saint Augustine, with whom he had a bond of friendship, came from the Bordeaux region of France where he was born of a noble family. However he exercised his ministry at Nola, in the Campania region of Italy, where he was a monk, then a priest and a bishop. Continuing his catechesis on the apostolic Fathers, Pope Benedict XVI dedicated his general audience on Wednesday 12 December to the holy Bishop of Nola. Paulinus initially embraced a political career and while still a young man became governor of Campania. It was in this period that he was moved to conversion as he observed the simple and intense faith with which the people honoured the tomb of the holy martyr Saint Felice, at the Shrine of what today is Cimitile. “Since he was responsible for public life, Paulinus was concerned for the Shrine – the Pope recalled in his catechesis - he had a hospice for the poor built there and a road to make it more easily accessible for the many pilgrims. As he worked to build the earthly city, he gradually discovered the path towards the heavenly city. The encounter with Christ was the point of arrival of a laborious journey, strewn with trials”. 


In Milan he attended the school of Ambrose, and then completed his Christian formation in his homeland receiving baptism from the hands of the Bishop of Bordeaux, Delfino. He married Terasia, a pious noble women from Barcelona, who bore him a son, but the child only lived a few days. Shattered by this tragedy, he felt a call to embrace a rigorous ascetic life and, in agreement with his wife, sold his possessions for the benefit of the poor and moved to Nola, where he took up abode next to the Basilica of Saint Felice, “living by that time in chaste brotherhood in keeping with a life style in which he was joined by others. The community rhythm was of monastic form, but Paulinus, who in Barcelona had been ordained a priest, devoted himself to his priestly ministry as well assisting the pilgrims. This earned him the sympathy and trust of the Christian community which, after Bishop's death around the year 409, chose him as successor on the cathedra of Nola”. 


Pope Benedict XVI underlined  “his pastoral work became more intense and marked by special attention for the poor. He left an image of the authentic shepherd of charity …”. To his teacher Ausonius, who after his conversion rebuked him for "despising" material goods and abandoning a scholar's vocation, “Paulinus replied – the Pope recalled - that his giving to the poor did not mean scorn for earthly goods, but instead their valorisation for a higher end, that of charity. As for literary commitments…a new aesthetics now governed his sensitivity: the beauty of God, incarnate, crucified and risen, whose bard he had become”.


“His lyrics are songs of faith and love– said Benedict XVI -, in which the daily story of great and small events is seen as the story of salvation, the story God has with each one of us. Close to the shrine of the martyr Felice, he had a new basilica built and decorated  “in a way that the paintings, illustrated by opportune captions, served as visual catechesis for the pilgrims… still today it is possible to admire the remains of these achievements which rightly set the Shrine of Nola among the figures of reference of Christian archaeology”.



Another characteristic trait of the life of Paulinus was the ample space given to Sacred Scripture, which “read, meditated, assimilated, was light under whose ray the Saint of Nola probed his soul as he strove for perfection … Besides ascesis and the Word of God, charity: in the monastic community the poor were at home. Paulinus did not only give them alms: he welcomed them as if they were Christ himself”. 


The Holy Father concluded his catechesis recalling that Saint Paulinus “did not write treatises of theology, however his lyrics and intense epistolary are rich in a lived theology, drenched in the Word of God, continually probed as light for life. There emerges in particular a sense of the Church as a mystery of unity. He lived communion above all with a marked practice of spiritual friendship. In this Paulinus was truly a master, making his life a crossroads of elect spirits … Apart from the contents of the different letters, what impresses is the warmth with which the Saint of Nola sings of friendship, as a manifestation of the one Body of Christ animated by the Holy Spirit … the testimony of Saint Paulinus of Nola helps us sense the Church as she is presented to us by Vatican II, a sacrament of intimate union with God and so of the  unity of all of us and of the whole human race ”. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 13/12/2007 – righe 52, parole 778)

See the Pope's teaching in various languages

http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/pontefici/pontefice.php?id=967
13 December 2007 – Audience with new Ambassadors of Thailand, Seychelles, Namibia, Gambia, Suriname, Singapore and Kuwait 

VATICAN - Benedict XVI receives new Ambassadors of Thailand, Seychelles, Namibia, Gambia, Suriname, Singapore and Kuwait: “may all those involved in the government of nations, do all they can to restore hope to the peoples whom they have the duty to guide…in every country may education be a priority”

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) – “May all those involved in the government of nations, do all they can to restore hope to the peoples whom they have the duty to guide; may they take their deepest aspirations into account and enable them to benefit from the products of their country's natural and economic resources, according to principles of justice and equity!” This was the appeal launched by the Holy Father Pope Benedict XVI to the new Ambassadors to the Holy See of Thailand, Seychelles, Namibia, Gambia, Suriname, Singapore and Kuwait received in audience in the morning of Thursday 13 December. “Your function as diplomats is especially important in the world today, to demonstrate that in every situation of international life, dialogue must prevail over violence and a desire for peace and brotherhood must prevail over conflict and individualism, which lead only to tension and rancour and do not contribute to building of a reconciled society ” the Pope said speaking in French to all the Ambassadors to whom he addressed individual speeches in English. The Holy Father also assured his thoughts and prayers for Catholic communities in the countries' represented by the diplomats and he encouraged them “to continue the mission and witness they offer with the commitment to serve others”. 


Benedict XVI recommended special attention for the education of new generations “to show them that they are the principal resource of a country”, and to ensure them integral education: “it is necessary to give priority to education to human and moral values, in order to help every young person acquire self confidence, hope for the future, concern for his brothers and sisters human beings and to take part in the development of the nation with an increasing awareness of others”. In this context the Pontiff said he hoped every country would give priority to education of youth fighting illiteracy and lack of many types of formation: “it is especially important to fight against the desperation which can take root in the hearts of youth and be the cause of numerous individual and collective acts of violence”. The Pope concluded reaffirming the commitment of Catholic schools and to work together with all men and women of good will “to promote integral education for young people”, encouraging all those involved in “this wonderful mission to educate children and to never tire in their task”. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 14/12/2007; righe 30, parole 417)

See the Pope's address in French

http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/pontefici/pontefice.php?id=968
13 December 2007 – Telegramme of condolence for death of Cardinal Stickler

VATICAN - The Holy Father expresses grief for the death of Cardinal Stickler, archivist and librarian emeritus of Holy Roman Church

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) – Benedict XVI has sent two telegrammes of condolence for the death, at the age of 97, of Cardinal Alfons Maria Stickler S.D.B., archivist and librarian emeritus of Holy Roman Church: one to the late Cardinal's brother and sisters, and another to Fr. Pascual
Chavez Villanueva, major rector of the Salesian Society of St. John Bosco. In his message to the deceased Cardinal's family the Pope recalls him “for many years and sincere and attentive collaborator of the Holy See especially with the Vatican Apostolic Library and the Secret Archives, giving everywhere appreciated witness of fervid fidelity to Christ and the Church”. Benedict XVI prays that through the intercession of “Mary Auxiliatrix and Saint John Bosco, he may grant the deceased Cardinal the eternal reward promised to faithful servants of the Gospel”. To the Rector Major of the Salesians the Holy Father writes: “With deep gratitude I recall the gifts of mind and heart and cultural and ecclesial industriousness of the renowned jurist and distinguished Cardinal in particular his intense and fruitful activity at the Pontifical Salesian University  and above all his appreciated and generous service to the Vatican Apostolic Library and the Secret Archives ”. The Pope concludes assuring “fervent prayers for the repose of the soul of this zealous servant of the Gospel and the Church ”. 


Born in Neunkirchen, archdiocese of Wien (Austria), on 23 August 1910, second of twelve children, Alfons Maria Stickler entered the Salesian Congregation in Germany and made his religious profession on 15 August 1928. After studying philosophy in Germany and Austria, he completed his theological studies in Germany, at Benediktbeuern, and then in Turin and Rome where he was ordained a priest on 27 March 1937. He studied for a degree Canon and Civil Law at the Istitutum Utriusque Iuris dell'Apollinare (Lateran University) and in 1940 was appointed docent at the Salesian University at the faculty of Canon Law. Dean of the faculty of Canon Law from 1953 to 1958, he was Rector of Salesian University from 1958 to 1966 and then rector of the newly established Institutum Altioris Latinitas from 1965 to 1968. On 25 March 1971 the Pope appointed him Prefect of the Vatican Apostolic Library. He is the author of many books and essays. An expert in three Commissions of Vatican II, consultor of Roman Congregations, Member of  di Commissions, Committees and Academies, on 8 September 1983 John Paul II appointed him Pro-Librarian of Holy Roman Church and at the same time titular Archbishop of Bolsena. On 7 July 1984 he was appointed Pro-Archivist di S.R.C. From 1985 to 1988 he was archivist and librarian of Holy Roman Church. He was created a Cardinal by Pope John Paul II on 25 May 1985. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 14/12/2007; righe 32, parole 458)

13 December 2007 – Address to university students in preparation for Christmas 

VATICAN - Benedict XVI addresses Rome's university students: “Look at the Blessed Virgin Mary and learn from her ‘yes’ to say ‘yes’ to God's call”

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) - On Thursday 13 December at the end of a special Mass for the students of universities in Rome presided by Cardinal Camillo Ruini the Pope's Vicar for the diocese of Rome, in preparation for Christmas, the Holy Father, Pope Benedict XVI went down to St Peter's to meet the students who were accompanied by university chaplains, rectors and teaching staff.

After greeting those present and wishing them a happy Christmas, Pope Benedict XVI, gave his address focussed on two points. First of all the Sacrament of Confirmation since 150 of the students present are preparing to be Confirmed at Pentecost next year: “ Look at the Blessed Virgin Mary and learn from her ‘yes’ to say ‘yes’ to God's call” - the Holy Father said -. The Holy Spirit enters our life according to how we open our heart with our ‘yes’: the fuller the ‘yes’ the fuller the gift of his presence … Mary is greeted by the angel as ‘full of grace', which means precisely this: her heart and her life completely open to God are therefore completely flooded with His grace. May Mary help you make of yourselves a free and full ‘yes’ to God, so you may be renewed, indeed transformed, by the light and the joy of the Holy Spirit.”

The Pope's second point for reflection came from his second encyclical Spe salvi: “I hand it ideally to you dear university students of Rome and through you to the world of the university, school, culture and education - said Benedict XVI -. Is the theme of hope not particular congenial to young people? In particular I suggest you reflect and discuss, also in groups, on the part of the Encyclical which treats the issue of hope in modern times. In the 17th century Europe experienced an authentic epochal turning point and a mentality began to take root, according to which human progress is the work of science and technology whereas faith only serves for the salvation of the soul. The two great idea-powers of modernity, reason and freedom, were detached from God and became autonomous and cooperative to build a ‘kingdom of man’, practically the opposite to the Kingdom of God. So a materialistic concept began to spread, nourished by the hope that, changing economic and political structures, would lead at last to a just society where peace, freedom and equality reign. This process, which does not lack values and historical reasons ,contains however a fundamental flaw: man is, in fact, not only the product of determinant economic or social conditions; technical progress does not coincide with the moral growth of individuals, indeed, without moral principles technology and politics can be used - as it has happened and as it still happens unfortunately - not for the benefit but for the detriment of individuals and humanity”. 

The Holy Father concluded his speech expressing the wish that these themes so relevant today “may further promote the already existing comparison and collaboration between state, private and pontifical colleges” and that the city of Rome “may continue to be a privileged place for study and cultural elaboration … a model of hospitality for foreign students”. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 14/12/2007; righe 37, parole 549)

See the Pope's address in Italian

http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/pontefici/pontefice.php?id=969

15 December 2007 - Audience to Bishops of Japan on ad limina visit 

VATICAN - Benedict addresses the Bishops of Japan: “The need to proclaim Christ boldly and courageously is a continuing priority for the Church…Your task today is to seek new ways of bringing alive the message of Christ in the cultural setting of modern Japan”

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) – The 50th anniversary of the birth of Saint Francis Xavier Apostle of Japan, celebrated with joy last year by the whole Church, was recalled by the Holy Father, Pope Benedict XVI in his address to the Catholic Bishops of Japan received in audience for their ad limina visit   on 15 December. “join you in giving thanks to God for the missionary work that he carried out in your land, and for the seeds of Christian faith that he planted at the time of Japan’s first evangelisation – the Pope told the Bishops  - The need to proclaim Christ boldly and courageously is a continuing priority for the Church…Your task today is to seek new ways of bringing alive the message of Christ in the cultural setting of modern Japan”.


Benedict XVI then recalled that “Even though Christians form only a small percentage of the population, the faith is a treasure that needs to be shared with the whole of Japanese society. Your leadership in this area needs to inspire clergy and religious, catechists, teachers, and families to offer an explanation for the hope that they possess." He stressed the need for  “sound catechesis, based on the teachings of the Catechism of the Catholic Church and the Compendium”. The Pope continued: “The world is hungry for the message of hope that the Gospel brings. Even in countries as highly developed as yours, many are discovering that economic success and advanced technology are not sufficient in themselves to bring fulfilment to the human heart. Anyone who does not know God "is ultimately without hope, without the great hope that sustains the whole of life" (Spe Salvi, 27). Remind people that there is more to life than professional success and profit. Through the practice of charity, in the family and in the community, they can be led towards "that encounter with God in Christ which awakens their love and opens their spirits to others" (Deus Caritas Est, 31). This is the great hope that Christians in Japan can offer their compatriots; it is not foreign to Japanese culture, but rather it reinforces and gives new impetus to all that is good and noble in the heritage of your beloved nation”. 


Young people in particular “at risk of being deceived by the glamour of modern secular culture” the Holy Father continued, underlining the disappointment often leads to depression, desperation and even suicide. “If their youthful energy and enthusiasm can be directed towards the things of God, which alone are sufficient to satisfy their deepest longings, more young people will be inspired to commit their lives to Christ, and some will recognise a call to serve him in the priesthood or the religious life. Invite them to consider whether this may be their vocation”. The Pope exhorted the Bishops to promote vocations and to pray to God to send “workers for his harvest”.


Half the Catholic community in Japan is composed of immigrants and Pope Benedict XVI said this is an “an opportunity to enrich the life of the Church in your country and to experience the true catholicity of God’s people”, and he urged the Bishops to “to ensure that all are made to feel welcome in the Church”, and "to remain vigilant in ensuring that the liturgical and disciplinary norms of the universal Church are carefully observed”. 


Modern Japan has wholeheartedly chosen to engage with the wider world, "and the Catholic Church, with its universal outreach, can make a valuable contribution to this process of ever greater openness to the international community”, the Pope said, adding that other nations can learn “from the accumulated wisdom of Japan's ancient culture, and especially from the witness to peace that has characterised her stance on the world political stage in the last sixty years”. Benedict XVI encouraged the Bishops to continue to express their opinion of issues of public interest in the life of the nation and to diffuse these orientations at all levels of society: “In this way, the message of hope that the Gospel brings can truly touch hearts and minds, leading to greater confidence in the future, greater love and respect for life, increasing openness towards the stranger and the sojourner in your midst. "The one who has hope lives differently; the one who hopes has been granted the gift of a new life"” 


Concluding his address the Pope mentioned the Beatification next year of 188 Japanese martyrs. He said the Beatification “offers a clear sign of the strength and vitality of Christian witness in your country’s history. From the earliest days, Japanese men and women have been ready to shed their blood for Christ.”. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 17/12/2007; righe 49, parole 715)

See the Pope's address in English

http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/pontefici/pontefice.php?id=970
16 December 2007 – Homily at Mass, pastoral visit to Our Lady of the Rosary of Pompei in Rome 

VATICAN - Pope Benedict XVI dedicates new parish church of Our Lady of Rosary of Pompei: “May this new church be a privileged place to grow in the knowledge and love of the One who in a few days time we will welcome with joy on the feast of his Nativity as the Redeemer of our world and our Saviour”

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) – “The solemn liturgy of the dedication of this church is an occasion of intense spiritual joy for the people of God living in this area. I am happy to join you in your satisfaction for having at last a lovely functional church”. These words were pronounced by the Holy Father Pope Benedict XVI on Sunday 16 December, the 3rd Sunday of Advent, during a solemn Mass for the dedication of the new parish church of Our Lady of the Rosary of Pompei in the southern Roman district of Magliana.




The Pope reminded those present “that the whole Advent season is a call to rejoice because ‘the Lord comes to save us” and the liturgy of this season “reminds us continually that we must awaken from the sleep of our habits and mediocrity, put aside all sadness and discouragement.” A further motive for joy was the dedication of the new church entrusted to the Priestly Fraternity of the Missionaries of Saint Charles Borromeo, not far from the catacombs of Generosa, according to tradition the burial place of three brothers - Simplicius, Faustino and Viatrice (Beatrice) - victims of persecution in the year 303, whose relics are conserved partly in Rome and partly at Fulda, in Germany, a city which since the 8th century, thanks to the fact that Saint Boniface carried the relics there, honours the Portuense Martyrs as its own fellow citizens. Citing the testimony of these young martyrs, in his homily the Pope said: “Even today, although in different forms, the salvific message of Christ is rejected and Christians, in different ways but no less than in the past, are called to explain their hope, and to bear witness before the world to the Truth of the One who comes to save and to redeem! May this new church be a privileged place to grow in the knowledge and love of the One who in a few days time we will welcome with joy on the feast of his Nativity as the Redeemer of our world and our Saviour”.


Reflecting on the Sunday readings Benedict XVI said the passage from the Book of Neemia, “describes the solemn moment of the official reconstitution after the dispersion, of the small Jewish community; it is the moment of the public re-proclamation of the law which is the foundation of life for this community and everything takes place in an atmosphere of simplicity, poverty and hope”. To some who begin to weep for joy for being able once again after the tragedy of the destruction of Jerusalem, to listen in freedom to the word of God and to begin the history of salvation once again, Neemia says “that this is a day of rejoicing and that, to receive strength from the Lord, it is necessary to rejoice and express gratitude for the gifts of God. The word of God is strength and joy”.


The second reading from the Book of Revelation, speaks of the vision of the stupendous holy city of Jerusalem, which comes down from heaven, resplendent in divine glory. “John the evangelist suggests that the living community is the new Jerusalem, and that the living community is more sacred that the material temple that we are consecrating ”. To build “this living temple, this new city of God in our cities”, the Pope underlined "demands much prayer, demands the valorisation of every opportunity offered by the liturgy, catechesis, the many pastoral, charitable, missionary and cultural activities”. 


Last of all the Gospel narrates Jesus' conversation with his disciples especially with Peter who “declares that  Jesus is more than a prophet, than a great religious personage of history: he is the Messiah – the Christ, son of the living God. And Christ the Lord replies solemnly: You are Peter the rock and upon this rock I will build my Church … In this way once again we see that Jesus Christ is the true unfailing rock on which to place our faith on which is built the whole Church and so also this parish. And we meet Jesus when we listen to Holy Scripture: he is present and becomes our food in the Eucharist, he lives in the community, in the faith of the parish community... Jesus is the Lord who bring us together in the great community of the Church in every time and in every place, united in communion with the Successor of Peter as the rock of unity. The work of the bishops and the priests, the apostolic and missionary commitment of every member of the faithful, is to proclaim Him and to bear witness with word and life to Him, the Son of God made who is our only Saviour.” (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 17/12/2007; righe 50, parole 739)  

See the Pope's homily in Italian

http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/pontefici/pontefice.php?id=972
16 December 2007 – Angelus
VATICAN

The Pope at the Angelus: “joy enters the hearts of those who put themselves at the service of the humble and the poor. In those who love in this way, God makes his home and the soul is filled with joy. If instead happiness becomes an idol, this is the wrong road and it is very difficult to find the joy of which Jesus speaks”

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) – The 3rd Sunday of Advent is called "gaudete" since it is marked by the call of Saint Paul "Gaudete in Domino semper – Always rejoice in the Lord " (Phil 4,4). “The Apostle urges Christians to rejoice because the Lord is coming, his return in glory is certain and he will not delay. The Church makes this call her own, as she prepares to celebrate Christmas and looks towards Bethlehem” said the Holy Father, Pope Benedict XVI before leading the Angelus prayer with thousands of people gathered in St Peter's Square on Sunday 16 December. 


“The mystery of Bethlehem reveals to us God-with-us, God close to us” the Pope said, “He is close to us because he has ‘espoused', so to say, our humanity; he has assumed our condition, choosing to be like us in everything except sin, to enable us to become like Him. Christian joy stems therefore from this certainty: God is close, he is with me, he is with us in joy and in sorrow, in health and in sickness, as a faithful friend and spouse. And this joy remains even in times of trial,  even in suffering, and it remains not on the surface but deep within the person who entrusts himself to God and puts his trust in Him.”


Witnesses of this joy “with their lives, men and women of all ages and social condition, happy to consecrate their life for others”, and the Pope mentioned Mother Teresa of Calcutta a “unforgettable witness of true Gospel joy”. And he continued: “joy enters the hearts of those who put themselves at the service of the humble and the poor. In those who love in this way, God makes his home and the soul is filled with joy. If instead happiness becomes an idol, this is the wrong road and it is very difficult to find the joy of which Jesus speaks. This unfortunately is the proposal of cultures which put individual happiness in the place of God, a mentality with finds one of its emblematic effects in the seeking pleasure at all costs, in the spreading abuse of drugs as an escape, a haven in artificial paradises, which all reveal themselves to be totally  illusory.”


Before reciting the Angelus prayer the Pope recalled that “even at Christmas we can take the wrong road, exchange the real feast for the feast which does not open the heart to joy in Christ” and he invoked the intercession of the Blessed Virgin Mary that she may “help all Christians, all men and women who seek God, to reach Bethlehem, to encounter the Child who is born for us, for the salvation and happiness of all men and women”. 


Benedict XVI greeted thousands of children from Rome who had brought their little statues of the infant Jesus to be blessed by the Pope before being put in the manger in their respective Nativity scenes at home: “Dear children with deep affection I wish a Happy Christmas to you and to your families. While thanking the Centro Oratori Romani which organises this lovely initiatives, I urge priests, parents and catechists to collaborate with enthusiasm in the Christian education of children.” (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 17/12/2007 – righe 33, parole 518)

See the Pope's address in various languages

http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/pontefici/pontefice.php?id=971
17 December 2007 – Address to Postulators of the Congregation for the Causes of Saints

VATICAN - Benedict XVI to the Postulators of the Congregation for the Causes of Saints: “The saints, if properly presented in their spiritual dynamism and their historic reality, help render the word of the Gospel and the mission of the Church more credible and inviting ”

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) – “In recent decades we have seen growing religious and cultural interest for champions of Christian holiness who show the true face of te Church, the bride of Christ 'without spot or wrinkle'. The saints, if properly presented in their spiritual dynamism and their historic reality, help render the word of the Gospel and the mission of the Church more credible and inviting ”. Pope Benedict XVI said this in his address to the postulators of the causes of beatification and canonisation of the Congregation for the Causes of Saints, received in audience on 17 December. The Pope underlined that contact with the saints “opens the way for real spiritual resurrections, for lasting conversions and a flourishing of new saints. Saints usually generate more saints and nearness to their person, or simply following in their footsteps, is always beneficial: it purifies and elevates the mind, opens the heart to love God and to love others. Holiness spreads joy and hope, it meets the thirst for happiness felt by men and women of today”. 


Stressing the importance of the work of those who collaborate in the process of the causes of beatification and canonisation, the Holy Father said “all those involved in the causes of saints, although with distinct roles, are called to put themselves exclusively at the service of the truth … fundamental then is the task of postulators, both in the diocesan and in the apostolic stage of the process; it is a task which must be impeccable, inspired by uprightness and based on absolute probity. Postulators must have professional competence, capacity for discernment and honesty in helping diocesan bishops to hold complete, objective and valid investigations from the formal and substantial point of view. No less delicate and important is the help they give to the Congregation for the Causes of Saints in the process to reach the truth by means of appropriate discussion which takes into account the moral certainties to be acquired and the means of evidence realistically available.”


In his discourse Benedict XVI recalled that 25 years have passed since the promulgation of the Apostolic Constitution Divinus perfectionis Magister with which John Paul II “revised the procedure of the Causes of Saints and at the same time reorganised the Congregation to meet the needs of the scholars and the desires of the bishops”, ensuring greater agility of procedure in the causes while maintaining solidity of research. Through beatification and canonisation, the Pope continued, the Church “thanks God for the gift of his sons and daughters who responded generously to divine grace, she honours and invokes them as intercessors. At the same time she presents these shining figures as examples for imitation on the part of all the faithful called by baptism to holiness, the goal for every state of life.”


Looking at these numerous brothers and sisters in every epoch, “ecclesial communities realise the necessity also in our day for witnesses who incarnate the unchanging truth of the Gospel in the concrete circumstances of life, becoming in this way channels of salvation for the whole world” said the Pope and he concluded citing his second encyclical Spe salvi: "our behaviour is not indifferent before God and therefore is not indifferent for the unfolding of history. We can open ourselves and the world and allow God to enter: we can open ourselves to truth, to love, to what is good. This is what the saints did, those who, as “God's fellow workers”, contributed to the world's salvation" (n. 35).(S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 18/12/2007; righe 40, parole 584)

See the Pope's address in Italian

http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/pontefici/pontefice.php?id=973
19 December 2007 – General Audience

VATICAN - The Pope's teaching: “We Christians must be the first to reaffirm with profound and genuine conviction the truth of the Nativity of Christ, to witness to all our awareness of an unheard of gift... the source of the duty to evangelise which is proper to the communication of this ‘good news"

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) – The Holy Father Pope Benedict XVI  dedicated his teaching at the general audience on Wednesday 19 December to the mystery of Christmas. “If on the one hand Christmas brings us to commemorate the incredible miracle of the birth of the Only Son of God to the Virgin Mary in the stable at Bethlehem, on the other it exhorts us to watch and pray and wait for our Redeemer who will come on the last day to ‘judge the living and the dead" the Pope said, underlining how the liturgy of the seasons helps us prepare for the great feast of Christmas, highlighting its more profound significance.


In the face of injustices, more or less serious, which we see at all levels of life and society, people are calling for justice, invoking the coming of the Lord Jesus in the world to “create justice in the world”. But “to expect justice in the Christian sense - the Pope said - means above all that we must begin to live under the gaze of the Judge, in keeping with the criteria of the Judge; that we start living in his presence, achieving justice in our lives. Achieving justice, putting ourselves in the presence of the Judge, we wait in reality for justice. And this is the sense of Advent, of keeping watch”. 



The Child Jesus born in a stable in Bethlehem, “never tires of visiting us in our daily life… In his waiting the believer is the interpreter of the hopes of all humanity; humanity longs for justice and so, often unawares, it awaits God, it awaits the salvation which only God can give”. For Christians this time of waiting is marked by prayer, as it is apparent from the invocations proposed in these days by the liturgy. “To invoke to gift of the birth of the promised saviour, also means to make every effort to prepare the way, to make a worthy abode not only in the environment around us but above all in our soul” said Benedict XVI. 


Unfortunately in our day faith “in the Word which created the world, in the one who came as a Child” and the great hope he has brought to mankind, are “far from the reality of every day life, public or private”. The Holy Father said it was important “for us to be true believes and as believers we reaffirm with our life the mystery of salvation which brings the celebration of the Nativity of Christ!... If we fail to accept that God became man, what sense is there in celebrating Christmas? The celebration becomes empty. We Christians must be the first to reaffirm with profound and genuine conviction the truth of the Nativity of Christ, to witness to all awareness of an unheard of gift which is of great value for us and for all. This is the source of the duty to evangelise which is precisely the communication of this "eu-angelion", this "good news". 


In these last days before Christmas the Holy Father urged those present to pray intensely that “violence may be conquered with the power of love, disputes may give way to reconciliation, the will to dominate may become a desire for forgiveness, justice and peace”. Pope Benedict concluded expressing the wish that peace may live in hearts and families and that the Christmas message of solidarity and hospitality may help foster greater sensitivity towards old and new forms of poverty and he said: “May Christmas be for all a celebration of peace and joy: joy for the birth of the Saviour, the Prince of peace…let us ask the Lord to open our hearts so we may enter the mystery of his Christmas. May Mary who offered her virginal womb to the Word of God, who contemplated him as a child in the arms of her mother's arms, and continues to offer him to all as the Redeemer of the world, help us to make Christmas a time to grow in our knowledge and love of Christ”. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 20/12/2007 – righe 45, parole 678)

See the Pope's address in various languages

http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/pontefici/pontefice.php?id=974

20 December 2007 – Audience to young members of Catholic Action Italy

VATICAN Benedict XVI addresses young members of Catholic Action Italy: “ God became man to show us the way, indeed becoming a child, he became himself the 'way' also for you children”

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) – “Jesus is the way which leads to true life, life without end. It is a path which is often narrow and uphill but, if we let ourselves be drawn by Him, it is always wonderful like a mountain path: the high you are the better you see new views, broader and more beautiful.” Today in the Vatican, Benedict XVI received a group of young people from Italian Catholic Action (ACI), for a traditional exchange of Christmas good wishes. He said he hoped that would always walk on the path of life with Jesus who said one day: "I am the way " (Jn 14,6). The Pope did not hide the “fatigue of the climb”, but “the important thing is not to get lost, not to lose our way, otherwise we may end up in a ravine or lost in the woods!”. 



The Holy Father said to the children: “God became man to show us the way, indeed becoming a child, he became the 'way' himself, also for you children: he was like you, of your same age. Follow him with love keeping your hand in his every day. What I am telling you is also true for adults like me. I wish all Catholic Action Italy that they will be united and walk speedily along the path of Christ, to witness, in the Church and in society, that life is good; it demands effort, but it leads to true joy”. 



At the beginning of his address Pope Benedict XVI mentioned the 'shining example' of  , Antonia Meo, whose heroic virtues he recognised with a decree three days ago. “ Antonia, known as Nennolina, died of bone cancer in 1937 shortly before her seventh birthday. The Holy Father recalled how during her brief life she “showed special faith, hope and charity” and, presenting her as a model for the young people of ACI (of which she was a member), he affirmed that “her existence, so simple and yet so important, shows that sanctity is for all ages: for babies and for young people, for adults and for the elderly.” “She travelled quickly,” said the Pope, “down the ‘highway’ that leads to Jesus ... Who is, in fact, the true ‘path’ that leads to the Father, and to His and our definitive home which is heaven… Every time in our life can be the right one for deciding to love Jesus and follow him ”. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 20/12/2007; righe 25, parole 390)

See the Pope's address in Italian

http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/pontefici/pontefice.php?id=975
21 December  2007 – Audience to the Roman Curia for the annual exchange of Christmas greetings

VATICAN – Benedict XVI addresses the Roman Curia: “ By getting to know Christ we come to know God, and it is only by starting from God that we understand man and the world, a world that would otherwise remain a nonsensical question.”

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) – During the audience granted on 21 December to Roman Curia for the annual exchange of Christmas greetings, the Holy Father Pope Benedict XVI  looked back on the salient moments of the year which was about to end. First of all he mentioned his journey to Brazil to inaugurate the 5th General Conference of the Council of Bishops' Conferences of Latin America and the Caribbean. Looking at “certain culminating moments of that journey”, the Holy Father recalled his meeting with young Brazilians at São Paolo sports stadium and the canonisation of Frei Galvão, a “son of Brazil”. “ We have been told with regard to Christ's definitive return in the parousia – said Benedict XVI in his address to the Curia –that he will not come alone but with all his saints. Thus, every saint who enters history already constitutes a tiny portion of Christ's second Coming, his new entry into time which shows us his image in a new dimension and assures us of his presence. Jesus Christ does not belong to the past, nor is he confined to a distant future whose coming we do not even have the courage to seek. He arrives with a great procession of saints. Together with his saints he is already on his way towards us, towards our present.”. 

“Particularly vividly” the Holy Father recalled the day spent at  the Fazenda da Esperança, “where people caught in the slavery of drug abuse, rediscover freedom and hope”, and he thanked all those who work at the centre and blessed those who go there to be healed. Another lap on the journey in Brazil was a meeting with the country's Catholic Bishops  in the cathedral of São Paolo, where they experienced "effective and affective collegiality", fraternal communion in our common ministry, made us feel the joy of catholicity. Beyond all the geographical and cultural boundaries we are brothers and sisters, together with the Risen Christ who has called us to his service.”. Lastly the Marian Shrine of Aparecida, which hosted the 5th General Conference of the Council of Bishops' Conferences of Latin America and the Caribbean: "It was good for us to gather there and it was there that we drafted the document on the theme "Disciples and missionaries of Jesus Christ, so that in him they may have life".  The key word of the theme is: to find life, true life. Thus, Christians in Latin America, and with them those of the whole world, are first of all invited once again to become better "disciples of Jesus Christ" Being disciples of Christ - what does this mean? Well, in the first place it means being able to recognise him. How does this happen? It is an invitation to listen to him just as he speaks to us in the text of Sacred Scripture, as he addresses us and comes to meet us in the common prayer of the Church, in the sacraments and in the witness of the saints.… By getting to know Christ we come to know God, and it is only by starting from God that we understand man and the world, a world that would otherwise remain a nonsensical question.. Becoming disciples of Christ is thus an educational journey towards our true being, towards the proper way of being human.”. 

Pope Benedict XVI   then underlined the missionary  spirit which characterised the Conference in Aparecida: A disciple of Jesus Christ, the document tells us, must also be a "missionary", a Gospel messenger. It is here, furthermore, that the objection arises: is it still legitimate today to "evangelise"? Should not all the world's religions and conceptions rather coexist peacefully and seek together to do their best for humanity, each in its own way? Well, that we must all coexist and cooperate in tolerance and reciprocal respect goes without question. The Catholic Church is actively committed to this”. 

In his address to the Roman Curia the Holy Father mentioned his meetings in Assisi and in Naples referring with gratitude to the letter he received on 13 October signed by 138 leader Muslim religious leaders, who assured him of their commitment to promoting peace in the world. 
“But might not this desire for dialogue and collaboration also mean at the same time that we can no longer transmit Jesus Christ's message, no longer propose to humanity and to the world this call and the hope that derives from it? - the Pope asked himself - Those who have recognised a great truth or discovered a great joy have to pass it on; they absolutely cannot keep it to themselves. These great gifts are never intended for only one person.

… To reach its completion, history needs the proclamation of the Good News to all peoples, to all men and women. Actually, how important it is that forces of reconciliation, forces of peace, forces of love and of justice … This is exactly what happens in the Christian mission. Through the encounter with Jesus Christ and his saints, through the encounter with God, humanity's "reserves" are replenished with those forces of good without which all our programmes of social order do not become reality but - in the onslaught of the extremely powerful pressure of other interests contrary to peace and justice - remain no more than abstract theories”. 
Among the salient events of 2007, the Holy Father recalled the Letter he addressed the Catholic bishops, priests, consecrated persons and the laity  in the Peoples Republic of China: “With this Letter, I desired to express both my deep spiritual affection for all Catholics in China and cordial respect for the Chinese People. I recalled in it the perennial principles of Catholic tradition and the Second Vatican Council in an ecclesiological context. In the light of Christ's "original plan" for his Church, I indicated certain approaches in order to face and resolve, in a spirit of communion and truth, the delicate and complex problems of the Church's life in China.”. 

Benedict XVI then recalled his “wonderful visit in Austria”, and he thanked once again “the bishops, priests, religious and faithful for giving such an encouraging sign of faith”. Lastly he mentioned his “meeting with young Italians at the Agorà held in Loreto”, “a great sign of joy and hope ”: “if so many young people want to encounter Mary, and with Mary, Christ, if they let themselves be influenced by the joy of faith, then we can move ahead calmly to meet the future.. I spoke of this to youth on various occasions”. 

Before imparting his Apostolic Blessing the Holy Father concluded his discourse with these words: “One must not of course deceive oneself. Major problems are posed by the secularism of our time and by the pressure of ideological presumptions, to which the secularist conscience, with its exclusive claim to definitive rationality, inclines. We are aware of this and know the effort of the struggle imposed upon us in our time. However, we also know that the Lord keeps his promise: "Lo, I am with you always, to the close of the age" (Mt 28: 20). In this happy certainty, accepting the incentive of the reflections at Aparecida for us also to renew our being with Christ, let us advance confidently to meet the new year”. (Agenzia Fides 21/12/2007; righe 75, parole 1.132  

23 December 2007 – Angelus

VATICAN – The Pope's Angelus reflection on the 4th Sunday of Advent: “The Virgin Mary, who did not communicate to the world an idea but Jesus, the Incarnate Word, is an unparalleled model of evangelisation.”

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) – This year the 4th Sunday of Advent presents itself very close to the Eve of the Nativity of Our Lord. During the Holy Night, the Holy Father Pope Benedict XVI  said before reciting the midday Angelus prayer on Sunday 23 December, we call to mind “the great mystery of love which never fails to amaze us: God became Son of man that we might become children of God”. The Pope reaffirmed the importance of the Church's evangelising mission “response to the cry ‘Come Lord Jesus!’, which runs through the whole history of salvation and continues to come from the mouths of believers”. Citing the “Doctrinal Note on certain aspects of evangelisation” made public recently by the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Father, the Holy Father said: “The truth which saves one's life - which has become flesh in Jesus - inflames the heart of the one who has received it with a love of neighbour that motivates him to pass on to others in freedom what he has freely been given”. Freedom must be lived in the truth of Christ, so that it brings forth " a love that is freely given and which overflows with care for the good of all people"”. Christmas hope is therefore at the same time the announcement of God's presence in the world. In this regard the Pope urged those present to look at the great example of an evangeliser, the Mother of Jesus and mother of all mankind: “The Virgin Mary, who did not communicate to the world an idea but Jesus, the Incarnate Word, is an unparalleled model of evangelisation.” (Agenzia Fides – righe 20, parole 300)

See the Pope's address

http://www.evangelizatio.org

24 December 2007 – Homily at Midnight Mass on Christmas Eve

VATICAN – Pope Benedict XVI during Midnight Mass: “In the stable of Bethlehem, the very town where it had all begun, the Davidic kingship started again in a new way – in that child wrapped in swaddling clothes and laid in a manger. The new throne from which this David will draw the world to himself is the Cross. The new throne – the Cross – corresponds to the new beginning in the stable”

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) – “This was the moment that Israel had been awaiting for centuries, through many dark hours – the moment that all mankind was somehow awaiting, in terms as yet ill-defined: when God would take care of us, when he would step outside his concealment, when the world would be saved and God would renew all things”. With these words during Midnight Mass the Holy Father announced the long awaited moment, announced by the Angel at Nazareth. During his homily in St Peter's the Pope dwelt on Mary's maternal love, and her “ interior preparation”, and on the great love of the Mother who “‘wrapped him (the Son of God) in swaddling clothes ”. Questo gesto maternal “ allows us to glimpse something of the holy joy and the silent zeal of that preparation. The swaddling clothes were ready, so that the child could be given a fitting welcome”. However the world did not respond adequately to the birth of Jesus, “there was no place in the inn”. “ In some way, mankind is awaiting God, waiting for him to draw near. – said Benedict XVI –. But when the moment comes, there is no room for him. Man is so preoccupied with himself, he has such urgent need of all the space and all the time for his own things, that nothing remains for others – for his neighbour, for the poor, for God. And the richer men become, the more they fill up all the space by themselves. And the less room there is for others.

The Holy Father continued: “Do we have time for our neighbour who is in need of a word from us, from me, or in need of my affection? For the sufferer who is in need of help? For the fugitive or the refugee who is seeking asylum? Do we have time and space for God? Can he enter into our lives? Does he find room in us, or have we occupied all the available space in our thoughts, our actions, our lives for ourselves?”. Despite the world's inadequacy at the coming of Jesus Christ, “ God does not allow himself to be shut out. He finds a space, even if it means entering through the stable”, to those who accept him, like the shepherds of the wise men, the Lord gives the power to become children of God: “ Whether we are shepherds or “wise men” – the light and its message call us to set out, to leave the narrow circle of our desires and interests, to go out to meet the Lord and worship him. We worship him by opening the world to truth, to good, to Christ, to the service of those who are marginalized and in whom he awaits us.”.

In his homily the Pope illustrated the new regality introduced by Jesus Christ in the Mystery of the Incarnation: “ Joseph, the descendant of David, is a simple artisan; the palace, in fact, has become a hovel. David himself had begun life as a shepherd… In the stable of Bethlehem, the very town where it had all begun, the Davidic kingship started again in a new way – in that child wrapped in swaddling clothes and laid in a manger. The new throne from which this David will draw the world to himself is the Cross. The new throne – the Cross – corresponds to the new beginning in the stable”. The stable becomes a palace and the regality which leads the Son of God made flesh is “the power of self giving goodness” on the Cross…those who place their will in his, in this way becoming men of God, new men, a new world.”. 

Lastly the Holy Father affirmed “ In the stable at Bethlehem, Heaven and Earth meet”, recalling with the words of St Augustine, that “ Heaven does not belong to the geography of space, but to the geography of the heart. And the heart of God, during the Holy Night, stooped down to the stable: the humility of God is Heaven”.  Benedict XVI concluded: “ And if we approach this humility, then we touch Heaven.”. (Agenzia Fides – righe 58, parole 905)

25 December 2007 – Christmas Message and Urbi et Orbi Blessing

VATICAN – The Holy Father's Christmas Message: “In Jesus, God assumed what he was not, while remaining what he was: “omnipotence entered an infant’s body and did not cease to govern the universe”

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) – “A holy day has dawned upon us”: with the words of the Gospel acclamation of the Day Pope Benedict XVI   expressed great joy for the long awaited coming of Christ into the world: “ The birth of a child normally brings a light of hope to those who are waiting anxiously. When Jesus was born in the stable at Bethlehem, a “great light” appeared on earth; a great hope entered the hearts of those who awaited him: in the words of today’s Christmas liturgy, “lux magna””. 

In his Message delivered from the central balcony of St Peter's, the Pope dwelt on this “great light” of Christmas which he said “admittedly it was not “great” in the manner of this world, because the first to see it were only Mary, Joseph and some shepherds, then the Magi, the old man Simeon, the prophetess Anna: those whom God had chosen”. The light shines “in the shadows and silence of that holy night” and it is “ the great hope that brings happiness entered into the world: “the Word was made flesh and we saw his glory””. The Light is the  “creative Word of God” and Pope Benedict XVI   recalled  that “all creatures… bear within themselves the stamp of God, a spark of his light. Nevertheless, when Jesus was born of the Virgin Mary, the Light himself came into the world”. “In Jesus – the Pope continued – God assumed what he was not, while remaining what he was: “omnipotence entered an infant’s body and did not cease to govern the universe”. 

The Pope's reflection then dwelt on peace, and he said “only the “great” light manifested in Christ that can give “true” peace to men”; this is why the world should welcome “ God who in Bethlehem became one of us” and to receive it, faith is needed and humility is needed, for example : “ The humility of Mary, who believed in the word of the Lord and, bending low over the manger, was the first to adore the fruit of her womb; the humility of Joseph, the just man, who had the courage of faith and preferred to obey God rather than to protect his own reputation; the humility of the shepherds, the poor and anonymous shepherds, who received the proclamation of the heavenly messenger and hastened towards the stable, where they found the new-born child and worshipped him, full of astonishment, praising God”. Humility is a mark of the  “key figures of Christmas”: “ The little ones, the poor in spirit…; key figures of God’s history, the indefatigable builders of his Kingdom of justice, love and peace.”. 

The Pope prayed that the light of Christ might be “consolation to those who live in the darkness of poverty, injustice and war” for those who suffer because of ethnic tension and war, natural calamities and religious tensions. The Holy Father's thought went especially  to place where “ the grim sound of arms continues to reverberate; to the tortured regions of Darfur, Somalia, the north of the Democratic Republic of Congo, the border between Eritrea and Ethiopia; to the whole of the Middle East – especially Iraq, Lebanon and the Holy Land; to Afghanistan, Pakistan and Sri Lanka, to the Balkans and to many other crisis situations that unfortunately are frequently forgotten”. “ To the thirst for meaning and value so characteristic of today’s world, - the Pope said - to the search for prosperity and peace that marks the lives of all mankind, to the hopes of the poor: Christ – true God and true Man – responds with his Nativity. Neither individuals nor nations should be afraid to recognise and welcome him:”. 

Lastly, before imparting his Urbi et Orbi Blessing, the Holy Father, Pope Benedict XVI lifted a humble and confident prayer to Jesus: “ May the Lord, who has made his merciful face to shine in Christ, fill you with his happiness and make you messengers of his goodness. Happy Christmas! (Agenzia Fides – righe 43, parole 645)
26 December 2007 – Angelus

VATICAN – At the Angelus on the feast day of St Stephen the Pope says “The Christian martyr, like Christ and through union with him, "accepts it in his heart, and he transforms it into an action of love. What on the outside is simply brutal violence - the Crucifixion - from within becomes an act of total self-giving love...."

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) – On Wednesday 26 December from his study window Pope Benedict XVI  led the recitation of the midday Angelus prayer with the crowds gathered in St Peter's Square and he reflected on St Stephen the first martyr, who “power coming from God”. preached the Gospel in synagogues and worked miracles. He while being eventually stoned to death at the gates of the city,  like Jesus he prayed forgiveness for those who killed him. “ The deep bond which links Christ to his first martyr Stephen– the Pope recalled –is divine Charity: the very Love which impelled the Son of God to empty himself and make himself obedient unto death on a Cross (cf. Phil 2: 6-8) later spurred the Apostles and martyrs to give their lives for the Gospel.”. 

On this day the Holy Father dwelt on the first example of Christian witness, martyrdom “it is exclusively an act of love for God and for man, including persecutors.”. His address then broadened to include persecution of Christians, “from the first persecution in Jerusalem to the persecutions of the Roman emperors, to the multitudes of martyrs in our day! Indeed, even today we receive news from various parts of the world of missionaries, priests, Bishops, men and women religious and lay faithful who are persecuted, imprisoned, tortured, deprived of freedom or prevented from exercising it because they are disciples of Christ and apostles of the Gospel; at times, they even suffer and die for being in communion with the universal Church or for their fidelity to the Pope”.

With regard to this violence, Pope Benedict XVI recalled the power of the Christian: “suffering is transformed into joy through the power of hope that comes from faith” . in this light of this hope  and in communion with Christ, the martyr, “"accepts it in his heart, and he transforms it into an action of love. What on the outside is simply brutal violence - the Crucifixion - from within becomes an act of total self-giving love.... Violence is transformed into love, and death into life”. “The Christian martyr brings about the victory of love over hatred and death. ” the Pope concluded: “May Mary Most Holy, Queen of Martyrs, help us to be credible Gospel witnesses, responding to our enemies with the disarming power of truth and charity.”. (Agenzia Fides – righe 29, parole 408)

30 December 2007 – Angelus

VATICAN – On the occasion of the Feast of the Holy Family the Pope reflects on Jesus, Mary and Joseph: “the mystery of a God who chose to be born of a woman, the Blessed Virgin, and to enter this world in the way common to all humankind.”

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) – On the occasion of the Feast of the Holy Family, Sunday 30 December, Pope Benedict XVI  dedicated his Angelus reflection to the value of the Christian family. Entering the world Christ “sanctified the reality of the family, filling it with divine grace and fully revealing its vocation and mission”, the Holy Father said  recalling that Vatican II underlined the importance of the family:  “Married partners, it said, must be witnesses of faith to each other and to their children . The Christian family thus shares in the Church's prophetic vocation: with its way of living it "proclaims aloud both the present power of the Kingdom of God and the hope of the blessed life”.

Citing Pope John Paul II, Pope Benedict XVI  said “the good of the person and of society is closely connected to the "healthy state" of the family. The Church, therefore, is committed to defending and to fostering "the dignity and supremely sacred value of the married state and the family”.

Benedict XVI then addressed participants in the Meeting for Families that is taking place in Madrid on that Sunday: “In contemplating the mystery of the Son of God who came into the world surrounded by the love of Mary and Joseph, I ask Christian families to experience the loving presence of the Lord in their lives”. And he encouraged Spanish Catholics to “to bear witness to the world of the beauty of human love, marriage and the family”, knowing that “indissoluble union between a man and a woman, the family constitutes the privileged context in which human life is welcomed and protected from its beginning to its natural end.”. The Pope concluded “Let us now turn to the Blessed Virgin, praying for the good of the family and for all the families in the world.”. (Agenzia Fides – righe 26, parole 363)

31 December 2007 – Celebration of First Vespers of the Solemnity of Mary Mother of God and Te Deum hymn of thanksgiving for the past year  
VATICAN – Benedict XVI at Te Deum Hymn on New Year's Eve: “ Time passes and its inexorable passing induces us to raise our gaze in deep gratitude to the One who is eternal, to the Lord of time”

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) – In St Peter's Basilica on the occasion of the celebration of First Vespers of the Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God, followed by adoration of the Blessed Sacrament and the chanting of the Te Deum hymn of thanksgiving, Pope Benedict XVI    spoke of Mary, “called to carry out a mission that brought her into very close contact with Christ: indeed, it was an absolutely unique relationship, because Mary is Mother of the Saviour”. The Holy Father recalled that Christians can and should look to Mary as mother: “living her very special maternal relationship with the Son, she shared in his mission for us and for the salvation of all people. In contemplating her, the Church makes out her own features: Mary lives faith and charity; Mary is also a creature saved by the one Saviour; Mary collaborates in the initiative of the salvation of all humanity. Thus, Mary constitutes for the Church her truest image: she in whom the Ecclesial Community must continually discover the authentic sense of its own vocation and its own mystery”.

Continuing his homily the Pope dwelt again in the relation between the incarnate Word and mankind, a relation which, and that the fact that Son assumed human nature “unfolds the perspective of a radical change of the actual human condition”. “The Incarnate Word– said Pope Benedict XVI– transforms human life from within, sharing with us his being as Son of the Father.. He became like us in order for us to become like him: children of the Son, hence, people free from the law of sin”.

Reflecting on the words of the Te Deum Hymn, the Holy Father prayed for all God's children, especially young people “ attracted by a false exaltation or rather, by the profanation of the body and the trivialisation of sexuality”, a reflection of a culture of consumerism and secularism which reveals a “ lack of hope and trust in life that constitutes the "obscure" evil of modern Western society”. Hence the educational emergency: “ Let us calmly and with patient trust face this emergency first of all in the context of the family. Moreover, it is certainly comforting to note that the work undertaken in recent years by parishes, movements and associations for the pastoral care of the family is continuing to develop and bear fruit”.

The Pope's thoughts then went to increasing mission initiatives “and an important number of young people who are assuming responsibility and the joy of proclamation and Gospel witness in the first person”. The Pope concluded “ Christ is our "trustworthy" hope, and to this theme I dedicated my recent Encyclical entitled. But our hope is always essentially also hope for others, and only thus is it truly hope for each one of us ”. (Agenzia Fides – righe 35, parole 501)

VERBA PONTIFICIS

Advent

“ Advent is therefore the propitious time to awaken in our hearts the expectation of he "who is and who was and who is to come" (Rev 1: 8). The Son of God has already come to Bethlehem about 20 centuries ago, he comes in each moment in the soul and in the community disposed to receive him, he will come again at the end of time "to judge the living and the dead"

 (2/12/2007, Angelus,)
Cross 

“ The new throne from which this David will draw the world to himself is the Cross. The new throne – the Cross – corresponds to the new beginning in the stable..” (24/12/2007, Homily Christmas Eve)

Culture

“ May the Child Jesus bring relief to those who are suffering and may he bestow upon political leaders the wisdom and courage to seek and find humane, just and lasting solutions. To the thirst for meaning and value so characteristic of today’s world, to the search for prosperity and peace that marks the lives of all mankind, to the hopes of the poor: Christ – true God and true Man – responds with his Nativity.” (25/12/2007, Christmas Message and Urbi et Orbi Blessing)

Evangelisation 

“May every Christian and every community feel the joy of sharing with others the Good News that "God so loved the world that he gave his Only Son... that the world might be saved through him"”. (23/12/2007, Angelus)

Mary

“ Mary, in whose virginal womb God was made man, is our Mother! Indeed, from the Cross before bringing his sacrifice to completion, Jesus gave her to us as our Mother and entrusted us to her as her children..” (8/12/2007, Act of Veneration in front of statue of Mary Immaculate in Piazza di Spagna)

Martyrdom

“ The Christian martyr, like Christ and through union with him, "accepts it in his heart, and he transforms it into an action of love. What on the outside is simply brutal violence - the Crucifixion - from within becomes an act of total self-giving love.... Violence is transformed into love, and death into life" .” (26/12/2007, Angelus)

Mission 

“Protect, Lord, the missionary initiatives which involve the world of youth: they are increasing and there are now an important number of young people who are assuming responsibility and the joy of proclamation and Gospel witness in the first person” (31/12/2007, homily at New Year's Eve Vespers and Te Deum of Thanksgiving)

Christmas

“ And the heart of God, during the Holy Night, stooped down to the stable: the humility of God is Heaven. And if we approach this humility, then we touch Heaven. Then the Earth too is made new. With the humility of the shepherds, let us set out, during this Holy Night, towards the Child in the stable! Let us touch God’s humility, God’s heart!” (24/12/2007, Homily Midnight Mass)
Peace

“ Indeed, it is only the “great” light manifested in Christ that can give “true” peace to men: that is why every generation is called to welcome it, to welcome the God who in Bethlehem became one of us.” (25/12/2007, Christmas Message and Urbi et Orbi Blessing)

Relativism

At the same time, international discussions often seem marked by a relativistic logic which would consider as the sole guarantee of peaceful coexistence between peoples a refusal to admit the truth about man and his dignity, to say nothing of the possibility of an ethics based on recognition of the natural moral law. This has led, in effect, to the imposition of a notion of law and politics which ultimately makes consensus between states – a consensus conditioned at times by short-term interests or manipulated by ideological pressure – the only real basis of international norms. The bitter fruits of this relativistic logic are sadly evident. (1/12/2007, audience to participants at Forum for  Catholic inspired NGOs)
Hope

“the word "hope" is strictly connected with the word "faith". It is a gift that changes the life of the one who receives it, as the experience of so many men and women saints demonstrates […] In essence it consists in the knowledge of God, in the discovery of the heart of the good and merciful Father ”. (2/12/2007, Angelus)

.
QUESTIONES

Human Dignity – EUROPE/ITALY – Demonstration in Rome promoted by Associazione Comunità Papa Giovanni XXIII and other Catholic movements: “absurd and shameful to leave thousands of women in the slavery of the streets victims of people who exploit them in every possible way"
Rome (Agenzia Fides) - Saturday 22 December the Associazione Comunità Papa Giovanni XXIII is organising a candlelight march at 8.30 from Piazza dell'Esquilino to Piazza Venezia to increase awareness in institutions and public opinion on the issue of the present debate with regard to regulation and therefore legalisation of prostitution. The initiative is supported by various Catholic Movements including Renewal in the Spirit, the Neo Catechumen Way, the Focolari Movement,  the Forum Nazionale delle Associazioni Familiari, Movimento Tra Noi, Associazione Nazionale Papa Boys and other Catholic Associations. Participants will include members of parliament and many people who believe the dignity of women is a value to be protected with every means.

“The event wishes to express convinced opposition to any proposal or norm to favour prostitution directly or indirectly - says a statement signed by the deputy head of Associazione Comunità Papa Giovanni XXIII, Giovanni Ramonda, and the head of Anti-Slavery Service, Roberto Gerali -. The cry of don Oreste Benzi comes from heaven to unite with our deep conviction: we are strongly against areas of prostitution, cooperatives of prostitutes, assignment of premises, hotel rooms for prostitution and any form of marketing of the human person. Prostitution and the evil which accompanies it represent a threat for women, the family and society and are the cause of many forms of violence. At this time of the year when we celebrate the value of the family and the sacredness of life, while our national pride rejoices for the UN moratorium on capital punishment, it we think it is absurd and shameful to leave thousands of women in the slavery of the streets victims of people who exploit them in every possible way. In memory and on behalf of don Oreste Benzi who fought all forms of slavery to the very end, we ask you to join our initiative so it will acquire the power necessary to oppose evil laws and make our governors reflect”. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 20/12/2007; righe 25, parole 347)
Martyrdom – ASIA/JAPAN - Asian martyrs at the centre of a meeting between Japanese and Korean bishops 

Sapporo (Agenzia Fides) – The experience of the martyr is an element which unites the Church in Korea and the Church in Japan. This emerged at the 13th meeting for cultural and spiritual discussion between Japanese and Korean Bishops held recently in Sapporo, Japan, on the theme “Martyrdom in Korea and Japan”.

The 13 Korean bishops were given a warm welcome by their Japanese counterparts. They listened to a talk by Lee Won-soon, former professor at the University of Seoul, on the theme “Persecution of the Church", whereas Fr. Francis Mizobe Osamu, head of the Bishops commission for beatification and canonisation, illustrated the itinerary towards the beatification which will take place in November next year in Nagasaki. 

The bishops discussed how to imitate the martyrs today, expressing the hope that “the lives of the martyrs of the past may inspire men and women of today to be authentic Christian witnesses in society”.

The beatification of the 188 Japanese martyrs, to take place in Japan next year, will be presided on behalf of the Pope by the Prefect of the Congregation for the Causes of Saints. 183 of The 188 martyrs included 183 lay people, five priests including Jesuit Fr Peter Kibe. The beatification cause started in the 1980s closed on 1 June 2007  with the approval of the Congregation for the Causes of Saints  and the signature of Pope Benedict. Japanese Martyrs already recognised by the Church include Paul Miki and companion martyrs, Grazia Hosawaka, Ludovico Ibaragi, Michael Kozaki and Takayam Ukon. 

The Church in Korea has Saint Andrea Kim Taegon and 103 companion martyrs, killed during a harsh persecution, canonised in Seoul in 1984 by John Paul II in the first canonisation held outside the Vatican. The path of the Korean martyrs continues: in 2004 the opening of the causes for the beatification of Servant of God Paul Yun Ji-chung and 123 companions tortured and killed “in odium fidei” in 1791. In 2006 Incheon diocese opened the diocesan stage of the beatification process for lay missionary John Song Hae-bung martyred during the Korean war (1950-1953). In 2007 the Korean dioceses of Chunchon and Hamhung opened the diocesan cause for the beatification of a few martyrs of the 20th century: priests and religious killed between 1940 and 1950 while they were active in evangelisation and pastoral care in the areas of Gangwon-do and Hamgyeong-do. (PA) (Agenzia Fides 18/12/2007 righe 32 parole 324)

Mission - AMERICA/COLOMBIA - Great Continental Mission five lap organisation plan; during CAM 3 Mission announcement and sending of missionaries from all over the continentBogota (Agenzia Fides) - After two intense days of activity at CELAM headquarters in Bogota, Colombia (see Fides 29/11/2007), the Special Commission for the Great Continental Mission drafted a first basic organisation plan for the Great Continental Mission which will have a  permanent character and will take different ecclesial levels into consideration.

The Continental Mission proposal present the following goals: foster genuine personal and pastoral conversion among pastoral workers and evangelisers so that with the attitude of disciples they may begin a new life in the Spirit, starting from Christ; intensify integral formation and ongoing  to sustain a spirituality of missionary activity; help Church communities, organisations, associations and movements assume a permanent state of mission; demonstrate at every moment that fullness of life in Christ is an attitude of service offered to society. 

The Plan foresees that these goals will be achieved in 5 laps which can vary in length of times, according to the situations in the respective Bishops' Conferences and dioceses. The laps envisaged are the following: period of introduction, including in depth study of the Aparecida Conclusions; Mission with pastoral workers and evangelisers; Mission with priority groups; Mission by sector and Mission by territory. Each lap will have three periods preparation, realisation and continuity. The third lap, continuity will give the mission a permanent character. 

The meeting in Bogota established the role of CELAM, the Bishops Conferences and the dioceses for the implementation of the mission. CELAM will act as continental animator, providing pastoral and basic handbooks guidelines. It will also coordinate information on the development of mission processes in the respective countries, and will have at disposal a few teams of experts for provide formation where it is necessary. The respective Bishops' Conferences will give pastoral directions in a missionary key to help every ecclesiastical circumscription in the country assume a permanent state of mission. The Conferences will set up a mission coordinating Commission and provide material for the formation of missionaries and the contents of the mission. All this will be coordinated with national pastoral plans already underway. Whereas each diocese will revise its pastoral plans in the light of Aparecida, in view of missionary renewal as a sign of maturity, and mission ad gentes. Each diocese will have a Central Commission to encourage the diocesan mission and among other activities, draft pertinent material for the formation of operators and the implementation of the missionary project. During the Third American Mission Congress (CAM 3) to be held in Quito, 12 - 17 August 2008, the Continental Mission will be officially announced and there will be a sending of missionaries for the whole continent. (RG) (Agenzia Fides 3/12/2007; righe 36, parole 476)

Mission – ASIA/NEPAL - Christianity attracts increasing numbers of young people, with the hope of experiencing a World Youth Day. “Please send more missionaries to Nepal” says Vicar Apostolic 

Kathmandu (Agenzia Fides) – The small Catholic community (6,226 faithful) in Nepal is living a springtime of the faith, local Church sources told Fides, as increasing numbers of young Nepalese show an interest in Christianity and ask for religious instruction in view of Baptism. To respond to pressing pastoral needs of youth pastoral and evangelisation the Apostolic Vicar of Nepal, Bishop Anthony Sharma sj, urges religious congregations all over the world to send missionaries and open new communities in Nepal. “The people are asking for this ”, the Bishop said. “They offer us pieces of land to open religious houses, social assistance centres, hospitals, schools. Especially in the west of the country there is need of a larger Christian community. We welcome religious institutes to come to Nepal to offer their services”. 

Young people in Nepal are attracted by the Christian message while in this mainly Hindu country there is growing democracy and cultural and religious pluralism and respect for personal freedoms. The young people take courage and ask for information about the Catholic Church and how to join. They are the key to the growth of the Catholic Church in Nepal. Since 1991, with a new constitution which removed the ban on conversions and gave greater religious freedom, Christians of various confessions have increased in Nepal from about 50,000 to about 800,000 (in a population of 29 million).

Today after political upheaval in recent years and with relative progress in democracy and power sharing, the young people feel freer to speak out and they see in the Christian message Oggi, “hope for a better life”. Christian schools and hospitals are deeply appreciated by the Nepalese. The local community wishes to be ready to welcome these new young Christians and hopes also to accompany some of them to World Youth Day in July 2008 in Sydney an event which would be a wonderful opportunity to experience the universal nature of the Catholic Church. (PA) (Agenzia Fides 5/12/2007 righe 27 parole 271) 

Mission – AMERICA/PERU - Bishops' Conferences launches radio project to make the Compendium of Catholic Social Doctrine, better and wider known 

  Lima (Agenzia Fides) - Through its Commission for Social Communications the Catholic Bishops' Conference of Peru has launched a radio project to make the Compendium of Catholic Social Doctrine better and wider known.  

The programme on Catholic Social Doctrine will involve almost 200 commercial, diocesan, parish and community radio stations all over the country (1.285.215.60 km2).  

Presenting the the initiative Bishop Ricardo García García, Bishop of the Prelado de Yauyos and president of the Communications Commission, said the aim was "to bring the contents of the Compendium of Catholic Social Doctrine to millions of Peruvians, in order to build a society of more justice and solidarity". Bishop García said the radio was chosen as the best channel to diffuse the teaching, in Peru and all over Latin America.   

The project will treat the first part of the Compendium (God's plan of love for humanity, the Church's Mission and Social Doctrine, the human person and human rights and the principles of the Church's Social Doctrine) with 112 micro-programmes each 30 seconds long, broadcast for 16 weeks, and the possibility to repeat the series of programmes.

For even wider diffusion of the material, a web site offers information on the project and explains that one of the reasons which prompted the initiative was reception given to the messages addressed by Pope Benedict XVI    to the Church in Latin America when he inaugurated last May in Aparecida, Brazil the 5th General Conference of the Council of Bishops' Conferences of Latin America and the Caribbean.   

The Compendium of Catholic Social Doctrine was made public in October 2004 by the Pontifical Council for Justice and Peace "as a tool to facilitate the moral and pastoral discernment of complex events of our day " (Compendium n. 10). (RG) (Agenzia Fides 6/12/2007; righe 27, parole 346) 

See web site

www.compendiodoctrinasocial.com
Mission – ASIA/SOUTH KOREA - “ mission stations” in the heart of cities meet the spiritual needs of the world of professions  

Seoul (Agenzia Fides) - Pastoral care in cities and densely populated urban areas needs new creative tolls to meet the needs of persons immersed in an industrialised society spending many hours of the day at work in the sector of services. With this in mind the archdiocese of Seoul plans to set up 'mission stations' in the heart of the Korean capital amidst a population of over 10 million. 

“Mission stations” are part of a parish from which they receive regular pastoral assistance through visits by a local priest. These stations are mainly in vast parishes in rural or mountain areas or areas of new evangelisation. From time to time they are visited by priests who celebrate the Sacraments for a community which would otherwise be unable to take part in the life of the Church.

Archbishop Nicholas Cheoung of Seoul says the same principle can be applied to a large city where because of widespread technological development in office people spend many hours in front of a computer and suffer from stress and alienation. Their spiritual needs are neglected: so the Archbishop thought to open several 'urban mission stations'. A new plan of urban pastoral care launched in January 2006 has borne much fruit, There are now 183 Mission Station in Seoul in all kinds of places: hospitals, airports, public offices, including police stations, international companies, schools, cultural institutes. In these chapels or prayer rooms where there is a daily mass and prayers at different times during the day, city dwellers and workers have an opportunity to start the day with Mass or spend some time during the day in prayer. 

These popular mission stations are like “oases peace in the metropolitan desert”, places where you can stop, encounter and adore God, far from the chaos of the city and the concern of the different professions.

The new mission stations are bearing fruits of evangelisation: they are frequented by catechumens and even by some non Christians who see work colleagues spend time in prayer during the day and express a desire to know more about the Christian faith. (PA) (Agenzia Fides 20/12/2007 righe 27 parole 279)
Mission – ASIA/TAIWAN - In response to the Pope's call the Regional Bishops Conference  in Taiwan launches a Year of St Paul together with celebrations for the 150th anniversary of  Evangelisation 

Tai Pei (Agenzia Fides) – The Bishops of Taiwan have decided to combine celebrations for the 150th anniversary of the evangelisation of the area with a Year of St Paul in unity with the Year of St Paul announced by Pope Benedict XVI. The decision was taken during a plenary assembly in the diocese of Tai Nan at the end of November. Christian Life Weekly, reports that in 2009 the community of Tai Pei, will celebrate the 150th anniversary of evangelisation. The Pope announced a Year of St Paul from June 2008 to June 2009. The Bishops decided unanimously to prepare a joint celebration of Evangelisation and the Year of St Paul. Cardinal Paul Shan, despite his frail health and age (85), took part in the meeting and encouraged the younger members of the team, 8 local men, “a sign that the Church has taken root in Taiwan”.  The many emeritus bishops are a source of wisdom and experience for the whole community. The meeting welcomed the new Archbishop of Tai Pei, Archbishop Hong Shan Chuna SVD, and the new Bishop of Tai Chung, Bishop Su Yao Wen, and elected Bishop Hong as the new president of the Conference, to replace Bishop Joseph Cheng, who has retired. (NZ) (Agenzia Fides 10/12/2007 - righe 22, parole 231)
Life – AMERICA/ARGENTINA   -  Against the approval of so-called "Worthy Death" law the Bishops of Rio Negro reaffirm once again the “Dignity of human life”

Rio Negro (Agenzia Fides) - The 'Dignity of human life' has been reaffirmed by the Bishops of Rio Negro region (dioceses of Alto Valle, San Carlos de Bariloche and Viedma) after the approval on 29 November of the so-called 'worthy death' law, 


According to the new 'worthy death law' anyone suffering from a terminal illness or incurably disabled after an accident has the 'right' to refuse surgical means of hydration and artificial reanimation. Moreover if the patient is not in a condition to make such a decision, the decision may be made by the husband or wife, legal representative or a direct descendant.    


In a statement with the title 'Dignity of human life' addressed to the people of the province the Bishops cite a previous message sent to provincial legislators on 11 July in which they made clear the position of the Church with regard to the proposed law (see Fides 13/7/2007), and they affirm that none of the Bishops received a reply or an invitation to dialogue on the matter.  


The Bishops recall the Church's position with regard to "prolonged exaggerated therapy", expressed in the previous message and say "when faced with inevitable death despite treatment given, a decision can be taken  to stop treatment which would necessarily prolong a precarious and painful life, but normal treatment to the patient in these cases should continue". They recall that "giving of food and water is always a natural means of preserving life, not a medical action and is therefore ordinary and proportioned…to stop giving a patient food and water means leaving them to die of thirst and hunger". The Bishops conclude "religious assistance is a right and valid assistance for every patient but especially one in the last stages of life ”, if well received, “religious assistance can transform pain into an act of redemptive love in view of full life and happiness in God ". (RG) (Agenzia Fides 10/12/2007; righe 28, parole 386)     

See Bishops' message in Spanish    

http://www.fides.org/spa/documents/dignidad_de_la_vida_humana.doc

Life – AMERICA/ DOMINICAN REPUBLIC - Massive mobilisation pro-life: great March against abortion, presentation of document “Respect, defend, serve and love life”

  San Pedro de Macorís (Agenzia Fides) - Hundreds took part in a Pro Life March on 30 November in Marcia organised by the local Catholic Church and supported by many different Christian organisations. The March moved from St Peter's Cathedral to the municipal Santa Fe cemetery for the inauguration of a monument in memory of unborn children. The ceremony was performed by Bishop Franciso Ozoria in the presence of numerous priests, religious, deacons, as well as doctors, political leaders and businessmen. 
  

Bishop Ozoriaha appealed to doctors, legislators, media operators, artists, professionals, union leaders and mothers to take a stance pro-life and against the de-penalisation of abortion. He urged priests and lay people to demonstrate pro life support in public with the recitation of the Rosary and other initiatives to promote greater awareness of the need to defend life from conception to natural end.  

On the occasion of the March the diocesan Family Pastoral Commission presented a document “Respect, defend, serve and love life" in which it affirmed that the diocese of San Pedro de Macorís, united with the universal Church, recognises the natural an inalienable right to life as a precious gift of God. The document says that the solution to the country's problems is not to promote the culture of death with the criminal act of abortion, and the many ensuing psychological, personal, family and social problems. "Good and upright legislators - the document says - know they do not have absolute power in this matter. Their duty is to defend the permanent values deriving from natural law, reflected in the human conscience and heart by the Law of God. Legislators are called to firmly, honourably and honestly resist pressure from dehumanising external sources and international institutions which claim to justify the culture of death". (RG) (Agenzia Fides 5/12/2007; righe 26, parole 364)   

Vocations - EUROPE/ITALY - To be ordained at Christmas forty eight new priests of the Congregation of the Legionaries of Christ including first members from El Salvador and Singapore 

Rome (Agenzia Fides) - After long years of preparation, 48 Legionaries of Christ will be ordained to the priesthood next Saturday, December 22, at 10:00 a.m. in the basilica of St. Mary Major in Rome. 

These servants of the Church, ranging in age from 28 to 49, come from 9 countries: -the United States, Mexico, Brazil, Chile, Spain, France, Germany, Chile, and—as a first—from El Salvador and Singapore. They will be ordained at the hands of Bishop Luigi de Magistris, Major Pro-Penitentiary Emeritus.

There will be 12 American-born Legionaries ordained from California, Iowa, Pennsylvania, Connecticut, Ohio, Michigan, Nebraska, Virginia and Kentucky. 

These 48 men have spent between 10 and 15 years preparing themselves for the moment when the gift of the sacrament will be given to them in a permanent and indelible way. This moment is one of the most profound and meaningful that a man can experience. They will be given the power to consecrate the body and blood of Christ in the Eucharist, the authority to forgive sins in his name, and the grace to bring countless souls to God through their ministry in countries scattered all over the world. Wherever they go, their essential mission will be to teach others to know Christ, live in his love, and become apostles who share that love with others. A challenging, and inspiring mission awaits them. During the 8 days immediately prior to their ordination on the 22nd, they are in Ignatian spiritual exercises. The new priests, family and friends and members of the Regnum Christi Movement and Legionaries of Christ will take part in the general audience on 2 January to express to Pope Benedict XVI  their filial loyalty and support.

For more information  

www.legionofchrist.org e www.regnumchristi.org
(AP) (21/12/2007 Agenzia Fides; Righe:38; Parole:470)

· Super QUestiones

VATICAN  - THE WORDS OF DOCTRINE Rev Nicola Bux and Rev Salvatore Vitiello – “The Liturgy, the Church in total relationship with Jesus Christ Mediator Dei”
Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) - It is known that the incipit of the Encyclical of the Servant of God Pope Pius XII is the most organic pronouncement of the Magisterium of the Church on the Liturgy which has ever been produced. The Constitution on the Liturgy of Vatican II itself is founded on the Encyclical's doctrinal principles, following and developing its structure. What is so surprising when one reads a document written sixty years ago is to realise its relevance still for today: it stems from pastoral intention and opens the path for ‘liturgical pastoral’, as demonstrated by the “instaurationes” or reforms which followed in the following decade, the most famous was the Order of Holy Week (1955), inaugurated in 1951 with the restoration of the Easter Vigil and its original character. 


Pastoral concern is also documented in the method: it does not suddenly impose an arrangement which upsets the  system of ‘liturgical unity’ (Mass, Office, Calendar…), but proposes a gradual restoration of the oldest parts, without however eliminating the developments, since the Liturgy like the ecclesial body is a living organism: parts cannot be amputated simply because they were not their at birth. Something like the method applied to works of art. Certain studies shed light on the principles which guided that great Pontiff: especially the principle of innovation in continuity, very different from archaeologism and creativism (Cfr in specie: C.Braga, La riforma liturgica di Pio XII. Documenti-1.La ‘Memoria sulla riforma liturgica’, Roma 2003, CLV, BEL 128;  N.Giampietro, Il Card.Ferdinando Antonelli e gli sviluppi della riforma liturgica dal 1948 al 1970, SA, Roma 1978.). John XXIII and Paul VI intended to continue the path and method of Pius XII, as it is seen from the 1962 and 1965 editions of the Missal. Now this Motu proprio by Benedict XVI  re-connects with that traditional arrangement and an innovative time. 

    
Well known is Dostoevskj's statement in “Brothers Karamazov”: “If someone could show me truth which is found outside of Christ, I would prefer to remain with Christ rather than with that truth”. Probably not theologically correct, but it expresses the essential for a Christian: the implacability between the Church and the world, as between salt and the dish to which it must give taste. The world may accept the tradition, thought, art, values of Christianity and perhaps even the moral example of Christ: but the spirit of the world will never allow itself to be possessed by the spirit of Christ since it aspires continually to autonomy. Whereas the Church is totally relative to Christ: and if she sought not to be, she would no longer be the Church. 


The Church's worship or liturgy manifests this relation totally, as the Encyclical Mediator Dei affirms in capite. Otherwise something similar to Christian worship, but without Christ, is created. Either worship far from the glory to give to God and from the salvation to give to man, concerned with celebrating itself, the community, the priest, or worship confined to an evanescent ‘spiritual’ dimension, in which awareness and experience are sacrificed, in exchange for solely aesthetic satisfaction. In both cases we have the rejection of the essential method of Christianity, that of a communion to adhere to and to obey, which is the necessary presupposition for man to approach and then participate in worship.

One of the Italian bishops most attentive to the Liturgy, writes among other things: “Pelagianisim, in its various gradations, is always a danger for the life of the Church (even when Grace is hardly mentioned, even when almost nothing is known of the contents in which it was born and had its acute manifestation). If the Pelagian mentality is applied to the Liturgy, more importance and emphasis is given to the exterior action performed by man than that which Christ performs through the instrumental ministerial action by the person whom He enabled to act ‘in persona Christi et Ecclesiae’, through the Word which is announced, the signs performed. We come to forget that what counts is the divine action of the Spirit, of Grace, not that of man, whether he be the individual believer, the community or the Minister himself ” (Mons. Mario Oliveri, La Divina Liturgia, Albenga 2007, p 7) .
      
The presumption of creating a new liturgy and the existential and cultural weakness of the Church, helped to create a climate in which abuses, signs of rebellion and disobedience took root, so opposite to the obedience of Christ, even to death on the cross whom the Liturgy should essentially announce. So that, as someone said, those who should have come into the Church with the liturgical reform, remained outside. We do not know what will happen in the future, but we Christians have the responsibility to witness that nihilism and relativism which have penetrated the liturgy cannot win, they have been already defeated by the One who continually “makes all things new”(Rev 21,5).

      
If all this had been taken more into consideration with the implementation of the post-council liturgical reform, we would have avoided traumas and contrapositions. Now a season opens in which there must prevail frank and calm discussion of ideas, because no one alone represents the whole Church, except the Bishop of Rome; not lacking must be assistance from worthy liturgical institutions, in primis those guided by the Benedictines, under the guidance of the Congregation for Divine Worship, supreme moderating authority of the liturgy “to preserve or obtain reconciliation and unity” (Letter Benedict XVI to Bishops to accompany the Motu proprio Summorum Pontificum). (Agenzia Fides 6/12/2007; righe 61, parole 882) 

VATICAN - AVE MARIA by Mgr Luciano Alimandi – “The Child is the criteria of the measure that God has given to humanity” 

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) - We might compare God's plan for humanity to a most original mosaic composed of numerous small pieces which fit together perfectly. Each piece is indispensable, since it is part of the whole which will appear in its full beauty only at the end. 

God's love has a marvellous masterpiece to create with each of his creatures, in this work Divine Providence does one part and our freedom does the other, to put in place all the tiny pieces of which the mosaic is composed. A mosaic is pleasing when it is complete when there are no missing pieces; but to complete the work it is necessary to follow the order of divine Providence, or there will be confusion instead of harmony. Who, except God who thought of me from all eternity, knows which little pieces make up my mosaic? He alone sees the whole, no one else! He who “ he chose us in Christ before the world was made to be holy and faultless before him in love, marking us out for himself beforehand, to be adopted sons, through Jesus Christ. Such was his purpose and good pleasure, 6to the praise of the glory of his grace, his free gift to us in the Beloved ” (Eph. 1,4-6). 

His infallible work, which we call Providence, unifies our life if we open to the Will of God! If we were truly people of faith we would pay much more attention to the little decisions of every day, and learn to direct them in keeping with the plan Jesus has for us, putting His will before ours. 

A person who lives with total trust in God, is attentive and notices the signs He gives, so that our personal story can become part of the history of salvation. We are too distracted by the thought of the world which teaches man to “take hold” of his life, to despise humble things and tend towards 'great' things, considered important. Instead in the logic of God, revealed by the Gospel of Jesus, the important measure is not 'greatness', instead 'humility'  is the scale God prefers to judge our history. We are reminded of this by the Holy Father with stupendous words: “ at the moment of death, we will be evaluated on the basis of our likeness - or lack of it - to the Child who is about to be born in the poor grotto of Bethlehem, because he is the criterion of the measure that God has given to humanity” (Benedict XVI, Angelus 10 December 2007). 

It is precisely behind a fragment that we often find the greatness, the beauty and the love of God. Is not the human body itself, with its wonderful constitution, the product of innumerable microscopic parts? This is how it is in the world of God. His great plan of love for each of us is formed of innumerable 'parts' which He has made and put together to form one unique masterpiece of grace! If man really puts his trust in God, then one day he will marvel at the wonders Grace has worked in  him: blessed are the pure of heart for they will see what God has made of their life! 

A Christian cannot underestimate little things done with love: a meeting, a reflection, a piece of advice, a helping hand, a letter…one day he will hear Jesus say to him: I was there behind that meeting, that reflection, that advice, that act… Even the smallest event in our life acquires meaning if we learn to pass it under that special microscope called faith! 

“ If your faith is the size of a mustard seed ” (Mt 17,20), could this not mean faith which is able to see little things? Which recognises God's footsteps, his passing among us, in the little things? Things the world does not even consider worth looking at. “ 'I bless you, Father, Lord of heaven and of earth, for hiding these things from the learned and the clever and revealing them to little children” (Mt 11,25). Little things which hide great things, the Father can reveal them only to humble persons, those whose eyes are not concupiscent, thirsting for greatness. Mary's faith was the greatest of all because her humility was also the greatest. Advent is an opportunity for us to walk with Her along the path of the little things, so we may resemble more closely the 'Child' about to be born … the criteria of measure which God has given to humanity” (Benedict XVI). (Agenzia Fides 12/12/2007; righe 49, parole 717)

VATICAN - THE WORDS OF DOCTRINE by Rev. Nicola Bux and Rev. Salvatore Vitiello – The primary duty: to proclaim the Gospel 

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) - The philosopher Rémi Brague, in a recent essay, writes that certain slogans must be overcome, identifying them with: the three monotheisms, the three religions of Abraham, the three religions of the book, since “these expressions are false and dangerous. They are false because each contains a serious error with regard to the nature of the three religions which they want to lead back under the one tent. They are dangerous because they encourage intellectual laziness which dispenses from examining the reality close up” (Per smetterla con “i tre monoteismi”, Communio 213 [2007], 57-72). Naturally all this aside from noble intentions such as wanting to find a common ground to render coexistence less difficult.


The problem is – among Catholics –a widespread opinion that dialogue takes priority, almost as a “mandate to the Church” on the part of her Founder. Immediately we would hear the objection “the Council said” and “John Paul II did” and again there is the “spirit of Assisi” – lately we here about another spirit, that of “Ravenna”, but apparently it only refers to separated Christians. In brief, a sort of competition to succeed in “putting religions together”, to get the Christian confessions to agree, perhaps overlooking the fact that, if differences and divisions took place and continue today, they were not due to marginal motives.


And then, what is role of the word, in these conceptions, the key word which Jesus said at every turn: Convert and believe in the Gospel? If it concerns in primis those of us who are Christians and it is a journey which takes a whole life, it concerns also and above all those who are not yet Christians. Surely we are not among those who have become accustomed to think that it suffices to work for justice, freedom, peace, solidarity, in other worlds, the famous virtues? What would happen them to the love which led Christ to the cross for the eternal salvation of mankind and the hope of living with him for all eternity?


If Jesus Christ had said to his apostles: Stay in your own communities of origin, dialogue with representatives of other religions, avoid communicating my Gospel or baptising, instead strive to become inculturated – the word would have been too difficult for those days tempi – we Catholics of today would not exist.


However, even a superficial analysis, reveals that the ecclesial perception of no few lay men and women and even clerics, is limited to the local community, apostolic commitment of others focuses on organising interreligious meetings, no few financial resources are used to support “the three monotheisms”, perhaps with more ardour than is spent to diffuse the Gospel and make known Jesus, perhaps offering resolute support for Catholic schools.


This is all rightly echoed by a proliferation of 'worldist' symbols - such as the famous rainbow flag - which have taken the place of crucifixes and religious images, or marches for peace and candlelight walks (anti or for this and that) considered more effective for obtaining results, than lectio divina or an hour of adoration or a lovely popular procession with Our Lady and Saints. 


I wonder if children at catechism are taught that to be Christians means to know and to announce Jesus, that the Apostles, moved by the Holy Spirit, spent their lives to call everyone to conversion and to receive baptism in order to be saved?


Christians must know above all that the Gospel has an effectiveness, a power which comes from God “for the salvation for anyone who believes ” (Rom 1,16), because the Gospel is Jesus Christ himself: to receive it is the right of every person and to give it is the duty of every Christian, even at the cost of martyrdom. The Church was founded by Christ solely to make known the one true God and Father. And we can be absolutely sure that evangelisation does not violate freedom.


In the footsteps of Saint Paul, we want to be ambassadors of Christ and to travel the world calling people to reconciliation - not any kind of reconciliation - but reconciliation with God (cf 2Cor 5,20), because only from this comes stable reconciliation among men. Then dialogue inter-Christian, inter-religious, inter-person with non believers, will start from or lead to “explaining our hope ” (1Pt 3,15), which is actually “the equivalent of faith” (Enciclica Spe salvi, n 2). For this we are Christians, for this we are the Church. This is the evangelisation and the mission of the Church and it can never fail because it flows, ever new and solely, from the Lord's unswerving presence. (Agenzia Fides 13/12/2007; righe 51, parole 741) 
VATICAN - SPECIAL - WORDS OF DOCTRINE by Rev. Nicola Bux and Rev. Salvatore Vitiello - Proclamation, conversion and mission. Three key words in the “Doctrinal Note on some aspects of evangelisation” issued by the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith.

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) - Given at Rome on 3 December 2007, the liturgical memory of St Francis Xavier, Patron Saint of the Missions, and made public today a “Doctrinal Note on some aspects of evangelisation”. Brief in form, only 13 paragraphs, the Note intervenes on certain delicate but essential issues with regard to the Church's missionary activity in the present historical and cultural circumstances.


Taking its cue from the universal validity of Christ's missionary mandate to the Apostles and to the whole Church, “As the Father has sent me, so I send you” (Jn 20,21), the document immediately highlights in the introduction, that “every activity of the Church has an essential evangelizing dimension and must never be separated from the commitment to help all persons to meet Christ in faith” (n. 2). Acknowledging the growing in present day culture which “any attempt to convince others on religious matters is a limitation of their freedom” (n. 3), the Note intends to clarify “certain aspects of the relationship between the missionary command of the Lord and respect for the conscience and religious freedom of all people” (ivi), evidently because that relativistic understanding of “judgement of conscience”, which some see as totally unchained from the truth and man's capability to reach the truth, hampers missionary work, de-motivating it at the root, and in a certain sense, has reached its “terminus”.

The text has three parts which examine the anthropological, ecclesiological and ecumenical implications of the Church's mission.

Of particular interest, its analysis of the anthropological implications. Citing amply John Paul II's Encyclical Fides et ratio, it proposes to set in the right vision man's capacity to enter into relation with reality: man is capable of knowing reality, of reaching the truth and it is his moral duty, as well as a compelling need, to do this. Central, in those whole argumentation, is the role of freedom, described as “a resource […]offered to man by God who has created him an offer directed to the human person’s capacity to know and to love what is good and true.” (n. 4). This vision clearly stigmatises the relativist position of those who consider “infringement of other people’s freedom” (ivi), the proposal, clear and convincing, legitimate and reasonable argued, of what one considers to be true. And these relativist positions do not appear to affect only western societies, although under other profiles, certain concepts coming from the East, deny the truth “its exclusive character and assuming that truth reveals itself equally in different doctrines, even if they contradict one another” (ivi). As we know the East is not familiar with the principle of contradiction of Aristotelian memory (A is A it is not B), whereas the West appears to have forgotten it, dramatically reducing man' cognitive capacity. So we see the re-proposal, perhaps indirectly, of several methods of knowing of human reason, in the awareness that scientific certainty is not the only method of approaching reality, it is necessary flanked by the philosophical method and above all the method of moral certainty, reaching that knowledge-faith which is the “capacity to entrust oneself and one's life to another person”; capacity which represents one of "the most significant and expressive human acts”, because “…The search for truth, however, must be carried out in a manner that is appropriate to the dignity of the human person” (n. 5). Central, when thinking about evangelisation, but also as an important  rule for coexistence among people, is the certainty that “In any case, the truth “does not impose itself except by the strength of the truth itself”.(Cf. Dignitatis humanae, n. 3), Therefore, to lead a person’s intelligence and freedom in honesty to the encounter with Christ and his Gospel is not an inappropriate encroachment, but rather a legitimate endeavour and a service capable of making human relationships more fruitful. (ivi)”.

The invitation is clear and unequivocal: we must go back to announcing Christ, the Son of God made man and only Saviour, with frankness and fidelity to the Gospel free of unfounded fears, trusting that the power and the truth which come from the Lord himself, sustain minds and hearts on the way towards recognition and acceptance of the one and only truth commensurate with the human heart. Christians and all men and women must once again realise clearly that “ fully belonging to Christ, who is the Truth, and entering the Church do not lessen human freedom, but rather exalt it ” (n. 7), overcoming again and again that attitude of cowardly and anti-Gospel timidity which does not lead believers to share with others what is most dear to them and to the Church: Christ himself.
Splendid in this regard, in the Note, the indication of the method of evangelisation: next to the Church's public proclamation, never lose the significance of personal witness and above all friendship. If Christianity is an "encounter with an Event, a Person which gives life a new horizon and with it decisive direction ” (Cf. Deus Caritas est n. 1), Jesus' friendship with the Apostles, which is still communicated to us day, constitutes the method of evangelisation, to the happy synthesis which sees, among the elements of our faith, that of being a communicating friendship: from God-man to man and from person to person, until it embraces, tendentially the whole human race. Constitutive of mission is the dimension of martyrdom. It was the culmination of the mission of the Apostles and remains “the foundational model of evangelisation for all time” (n. 8). ), 


The ecclesiological implications of mission re-launch a term always effective but, in recent decades, less used in missionary circles: “conversion”. This word indicates the necessity to lead pagans to the Church, but it also means change in thinking and acting, a continuous reform of thought and deeds directed to ever more intense identification with Christ. (Cf. n. 9). It is clearly reaffirmed that the Church  “is not […] a power group” anxious to spread its influence through evangelisation, instead she is “entrance into the network of friendship with Christ which connects heaven and earth, different continents and ages”. Reaffirming, most aptly, that the ‘Kingdom-centric’ conception is totally outdated, the Note states: "The Kingdom of God is […]a person with a name and a face: Jesus of Nazareth, the image of the unseen God. ” (ivi).

This introduces, an important distinction between religious pluralism ‘de iure’ and religious  pluralism ‘de facto’. While it is an indisputable fact that religious freedom is a social and historic necessity, a consequence of the fact that the truth cannot be imposed man must make it his own from within his conscience, it is not inadmissible that ‘on principle', it may be considered an expression of man's incapacity to find the truth and therefore an illegitimate canonisation of religious relativism (Cf. n. 10 note 32). Legitimate religious pluralism is never synonymous with religious relativism: it is the duty of every religious tradition to measure with the tough test-bench of truth and the fundamental and universal needs of the human heart and, lastly, it must pass the critical judgement of reason, understood as openness to the Mystery, not as the measure for everything.


Evangelisation is then for Christians a duty which cannot be renounced and at the same time “ an inalienable right and duty, an expression of religious liberty, with its corresponding ethical-social and ethical-political dimensions” (n. 10), in the awareness that even the finest Christian witness will be ineffective unless it is adequately explained and justified by  “clear and unequivocal proclamation of the Lord Jesus” (n. 11).

So it is time to put aside the false concept that the non-believer who leads what appears to be a good life, has no other duties to fulfil: the first commandment remains valid for all men and women and the ‘sin’ of the non-believer is precisely disobedience “Thou shalt have no other God”.

Among the important ecumenical implications of evangelisation the document highlights the exclusion of all forms of indifferentism or confusionism between Catholics and other Christian confessions, and emphasises, on the contrary, forms of knowing, listening, theological discussion, witness and proclamation which constitute authentic sharing not only of ideas but also of gifts.

Progress in ecumenism and interreligious dialogue is not hampered by evangelisation and proclamation of the Lord, indeed, clarity of identity and intent, comparison free of prejudice and able to explain reciprocal reasons, are most helpful for this discussion, absolutely necessary for real progress in reciprocal knowledge and common advancement.

The Note concludes with the awareness that proclamation and witness “ are the first service that Christians can render to every person and to the entire human race” (n. 13).
Let us implore the Holy Spirit to continue to give us all, lay faithful, clergy and Bishops, the strength to proclaim Christ with the intelligence, generosity and effectiveness of the ‘Lord's friends’ and with the courage of Martyrs, the only true measure of evangelisation. (Agenzia Fides 14/12/2007; righe 127, parole 1.487)
ASIA/JAPAN - “A Church which walks with renewed faith and hope, taking up the challenge of internationalisation ”

Interview with Archbishop Peter Takeo Okada, Archbishop of Tokyo and President of the Catholic Bishops Conference of Japan  

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) – “Our hearts our filled with consolation. We the Bishops of Japan had an audience with the Holy Father, a most humble person of great kindness and a great listener. In his presence we felt a deep sense of peace”: these sentiments were expressed by Archbishop Peter Takeo Okada of Tokyo, President of the Catholic Bishops' Conference of Japan in an interview with Fides News Service in Rome. In fact the Japanese Bishop are in Rome for their five yearly ad limina visit. “We spoke to the Pope about the situation in the Church in Japan and the difficulties we encounter”, the Archbishop said. “The Holy Father encouraged us and gave us his blessing. We have had a most fruitful visit to the Holy See, meeting members of the various Vatican congregations and councils”. Here is the interview.

Archbishop Okada please tells us about the Japanese Catholic community?

We are a small flock. We enjoy full freedom of worship and evangelisation. After Saint Francis Xavier brought the Gospel to Japan in the 16th century, the local Church grew rapidly. There followed dark centuries of persecution and the Church was forced to live 'underground'. Today we walk with renewed faith and hope, we are a small community and we grow slowly. Japanese Christians amount to about 1% of the population of 127 million and Catholics are 0.4%. Altogether, the priests, religious and lay faithful are about 452,000 (2006). In 2006 some 7,193 were registered, of these 3.692 were adults and 3,501 children, and we have more than 5,400 adult catechumens preparing for baptism.

In Japan, in general, when people frequent a certain temple for some time they consider themselves members of that religion. Many people ask to be Christians, but hesitate when the realise it requires a long and demanding path of catechumenate. This is not easy for Japanese citizens to understand. Then there is resistance from ancient cultural traditions and modern life, so pressed by work. This is why although many Japanese admire Christianity they do not ask for baptism. However we are proud to say we have 361 missionaries ad gentes, priests, religious and lay people in many different parts of the world to carry the Good News.

What are your main pastoral urgencies?

The principal challenge for pastoral care is the internationalisation of Japan's Catholic community. Japan has a regular flow of immigrants from the Philippines, Korea, South America, Peru especially, Chinese and many are Catholics. In fact we have a foreign Catholic community of about 565,000, larger than Japanese born Catholics. Some immigrants who intended only to stay a short time, eventually settle here and have children who grow up and stay in this country. These Catholics from other countries share their strong Catholic traditions and they are a channel of evangelisation. They represent hope for our local Church also because they have numerous children. Moreover many Catholic immigrant women marry Japanese husband, they are missionaries in the family and they bring up the children in the Catholic faith. Immigration is an important phenomenon in Japanese society, it is a challenge and an opportunity for evangelisation.

How committed is the Japanese Catholic Church to formation?

Formation is another important field. Religious formation for children is most important to enable them to become active and committed members of the Church. The formation of priests and lay people is determinant. In the last century, after World War II, many missionaries came here from China, they were escaping from communism and they re-evangelised Japan. But this created a sort of 'dependence on missionaries'. Today our lay people need to take an active part in pastoral work. Another priority is formation for the family, the basic nucleus of society. We must help the family live the faith, hence the need for good preparation for marriage. In Japan families often live in difficult situations, many are separated and family values are being lost. It is urgent to form families to have authentic Christian families.

Please tell us about the process inculturation the faith?

We walk this path every day. We must lead the people to accept the truth with respect for the local culture, as Pope's Paul VI said in his “Evangeli Nuntiandi”. We must evangelise the heart of the Japanese mentality and culture. The centre of society is the Home of the Emperor, the Emperor is the Father of all Japanese citizens. The Empress was educated at a Catholic school and she studied at the Sacred Heart University in Tokyo. This is a good sign for us and it increases the esteem which the people have for the Catholic Church. However sometimes we find it difficult to explain to catechumens in the eastern mentality, abstract categories such as 'substance' or 'person', very difficult for our culture to assimilate. However will live in harmony with believers of other principal religions in Japan, Shintoism and Buddhism.

How was the news of the celebration of the Japanese martyrs in 2008 received?

With great joy. We are happy for the celebration of the 188 martyrs killed in the 17th century which will take place in Nagasaki in November 2008. We are grateful to the Holy See for this recognition of Japanese Catholics who died for the faith. We are certain this will be an opportunity for evangelisation.

What is your position with regard to the proposed Constitutional reforms in Japan?

As we said clearly in our statement “Freedom of faith and separation of government and religion ” (see Fides 23/5/2007), the Catholic Church in Japan defends article 20 of the Constitution which states the separation of religion and state, respect for human rights, freedom of belief for all citizens, outlining the functions of the state and the space for the religious communities, with reciprocal respect. We also ask that article 9, which states absolute rejection of war, should be retained. We desire a constitution of peace which does not allow the country to take part in military missions in the world. After the profound suffering in World War II, Japan has lived an era of peace and not one citizen has died because of war. We wish this to continue. 

What is the role of the Japanese Church in the context of the other Asian Catholic communities?

In the Asian context, as the Catholic Church in Japan we strive to learn from Korea which is flourishing and dynamic Catholic community. We also intend to be close to China, a realty which continues to grow. It is our duty to be a Sister Church to the Church in China and to work with all the Churches to evangelise our continent.

(PA) (Agenzia Fides righe 67 parole 675 17/12/2007)

EUROPE/ITALY - Identity and gender: interview with Dr. Roberto Marchesini

Rome (Agenzia Fides) - A Fides interview with Dr. Roberto Marchesini, psychologist and psychotherapist, author of “Come scegliere il proprio orientamento sessuale (o vivere felice) [How to choose one's sexual tendency (or live happily)]”, who writes for the periodical Il Timone.


In your book, when you treat issues of gender identity, you seem to refer to what you define "common sense" anthropology. Could you explain this term? 

People share a series of beliefs with regard to reality and a series of principles. This ensemble of certainties and principles is called "common sense", because it is the fruit in man of the evidence of the existence of reality and connections which highlight the existence of an order. Counter-posed  to common sense are philosophies of "doubt" which suspend all assent to anything which is not fruit of critical reflection, which assumes thus a founding role. An anthropology of  "common sense" is therefore philosophical reflection on man which aims to give rational foundation to certainties which present themselves with evidence on this matter. It is a question, in substance, of having an attitude of humility towards reality and the human reality in particular; a contemplative attitude towards how man "is". Certainly it would be easier to start from an 'appealing' idea worked-out in theory, about how man "should be", but the task of science is to explain what is reality and how it works, not to say what is should be and how should work, as we would like.


Some areas science and international bodies, appear not to take into account the natural order of the world. What is your opinion in this regard?

In fact from my personal feed-back coming mainly from the scholastic field, it would appear that for the young generations sexual tendency is considered ever more changeable and undetermined, but in no way does this mean that human nature can change from heterosexual to bisexual, as some believe. What establishes the natural character of something, is not its statistic frequency, but rather adherence to its own plan. In Aristotelian terms, in fact, nature is the inherent principle of things, which guides their passage from power to action. Besides this, on the basis of my clinical experience, I am convinced that nature has its force and that it is expressed not only when obstacles prevent its accomplishment; I am therefore optimistic about the fact that confusion about sexual tendency may increase, but it will never prevail.


Some think gender theory definitively transforms western culture. Do you agree?

Definitely. First of all it is an attitude of rebellion against reality which can only increase man's suffering and anguish. Secondly this vision radically changes the nature of relational bonds (which are fundamental in the process of identity formation): relation, including sexual relation, is no longer the accomplishment of a plan of human nature at the deepest level (as John Paul II demonstrated with his teaching on human sexuality), instead it becomes a matter of choice, even ideological choice, eradicated from the biological level, and even variable in time. Lastly, as in the destiny of every ideology, gender theory is becoming almost a dictatorship, restricting freedom of thought and expression and discriminating against anyone who refuses to adapt to this vision of man. (D.Q.) (Agenzia Fides 20/12/2007; righe 42, parole 547)

