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AGENZIA DELLA CONGREGAZIONE PER L'EVANGELIZZAZIONE DEIPOPOLI




FIDES News Service - 31 August 2007

FIDES SPECIAL FEARTURE 

Instrumentum mensis Augusti 

pro lectura Magisterii Summi Pontifici Benedicti xvi 

pro evangelizatione in terris missionum
Annus III – Numerus VIII, Augustus A.D. MMVII

The Holy Father Pope Benedict XVI spent the month of August his Summer Residence in Castel Gandolfo. Here, after three weeks in the mountains in northern Italy at Lorenzago di Cadore, for a period of rest, he resumed his usual engagements. Every Wednesday he flew by helicopter to Rome   to give the General Audience, during which he resumed his teaching on the figures of some of the Church Fathers: Basil, Gregory Nazianzo, Gregory of Nissa. On August  9 the Holy Father received a group of young Catholics from the archdiocese of Madrid in Spain. 

In his homily during Mass celebrated at Castel Gandolfo's parish church on the feast of the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary, Pope Benedict dwelt on two historical and multidimensional figures treated by St John in the Book of Revelation: First of all, there is the immensely strong, red dragon with a striking and disturbing manifestation of power without grace, without love, of absolute selfishness, terror and violence”, and “the woman clothed with the sun, with the moon under her feet, surrounded by 12 stars ”, image of the Blessed Virgin Mother and Holy Mother Church. The Pope traced their realisation in the history of humanity and acknowledge their present day expression. The Dragon “exists in the form of materialistic ideologies that tell us it is absurd to think of God; it is absurd to observe God's commandments: they are a leftover from a time past. Life is only worth living for its own sake. Take everything we can get in this brief moment of life. Consumerism, selfishness and entertainment alone are worthwhile. This is life. This is how we must live”. “ it seems absurd, impossible, to oppose this dominant mindset with all its media and propagandist power […].it seems impossible to imagine a God who created man and made himself a Child and who was to be the true ruler of the world. […]it is still true today that God is stronger than the dragon”. Of considerable importance, within the Holy Father's rich Magisterium, was his Angelus reflection on 19 August, when he treated once again the theme of peace: “Christ's words mean that the peace he came to bring us is not synonymous with the mere absence of conflicts. On the contrary […]Jesus' peace is the result of a constant battle against evil. The fight that Jesus is determined to support […] is […]against Satan, the enemy of God and man”.
(
SYNTHESIS INTERVENTUUM

1 August 2007 – General Audience

1 August 2007 – Message of sympathy for the death of His Beatitudine Teoctist

4 August 2007 – Message to venerable Kahjun Handa

5 August 2007 – Angelus

6 August 2007 – Telegramme of condolence for the death of Cardinal Jean-Marie Lustiger
8 August 2007 – General Audience
9 August 2007 – Audience to young Spanish Catholics from the Archdiocese of Madrid

12 August 2007 – Angelus
15 August 2007 – Homily during Mass on the Feast of the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary
15 August 2007 – Angelus
16 August 2007 – Telegramme of condolence for earthquale victims in Peru

19 August 2007 – Angelus
22 August 2007 – General Audience
26 August 2007 – Angelus

27 August 2007 – Telegramme of condolence for the death of Cardinal èdouard Gagnon

29 August 2007 – General Audience
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SYNTHESIS INTERVENTUUM

1 August 2007- General Audience

VATICAN - Pope Benedict XVI continues his series of catechesis on the Apostolic Fathers focussing on the figure of Saint Basil, whose works “are rich in points for reflection and teaching still valid for us today ”

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) – The Holy Father, Pope Benedict XVI during the general audience held in St Peter's Square today 1 August  dwelt first of all on the  mystery of God  “ which is still the most meaningful and vital reference for human beings”. The Pope recalled Sint Basil's definition of the three Persons of the Most Holy Trinity: “ The Father is "the principal of all things and the cause of being of all that exists, the root of the living"’, above all, he is "the Father of Our Lord Jesus Christ". Ascending to God through his creatures, we "become aware of his goodness and wisdom". The Son is the "image of the Father's goodness and seal in the same form". With his obedience and his Passion, the Incarnate Word carried out his mission as Redeemer of man”. The Holy Spirit, third person of the Holy Trinity to whom Saint Basil dedicates a whole volume, “enlivens the Church, fills her with his gifts and sanctifies her."

The Holy Father called on Christians to help one another and to work together “as members of the same body ”, Looking at Christ, one fully understands human dignity – Christians in particular, conforming their lives to the Gospel, recognise that all people are brothers and sisters; that life is a stewardship of the goods received from God”. Again: “ whoever is rich must be as it were an "executor of the orders of God the Benefactor”. “ Indeed, anyone who desires to love his neighbour as himself, in accordance with God's commandment, "must possess no more than his neighbour”. The saintly Bishop deserved at this death the praise of his friend Gregory Nazianzus: ‘Basil convinces us that since we are human beings, we must neither despise men nor offend Christ, the common Head of all, with our inhuman behaviour towards people; rather, we ourselves must benefit by learning from the misfortunes of others and must lend God our compassion, for we are in need of mercy".

The second point for reflection proposed by the Holy Father citing the passionate words of Basil, was the necessity of the Eucharist, “ the appropriate food for the baptised, which can nourish the new energies that derive from Baptism – makes it possible to live the grace of Baptism to the full and in fidelity– […]instituted "to preserve unceasingly the memory of the One who died and rose for us"”. Again citing the Saint, Benedict XVI recommended frequent, even daily, Communion, because: ‘He who eats my flesh and drinks my blood has eternal life' (Jn 6: 54). So who would doubt that communicating continuously with life were not living in fullness?
Finally the Holy Father dwelt on the theme of relations between young people and pagan culture in those days, already treated by Saint Basil with regard to classical Greek and Latin literature. Therefore, one must take from the texts by classical authors what is suitable and conforms with the truth: thus, with a critical and open approach - it is a question of true and proper "discernment"- young people grow in freedom". The Pope quoted the Saint : ‘Just as bees can take nectar from flowers[…]so also from these writings …one can draw some benefit for the spirit." Fundamental and ever relevant are the teachings of Saint Basil according to Benedict XVI who concluded "In the first place, attentive, critical and creative participation in today's culture. Then, social responsibility: this is an age in which, in a globalised world, even people who are physically distant are really our neighbours; therefore, friendship with Christ, the God with the human face”. (Agenzia Fides 1/8/2007; righe 38, parole  582)

See the Pope's address in various languages

http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/pontefici/pontefice.php?id=855

1 August 2007 – Message of condolence for the death of His Beatitudine Teoctist

VATICAN – Benedetto XVI recalls His Beatitude Teoctist, Patriarch of Romanian Orthodox Church and his visit to Rome in 2002, “a particular gift of God's grace”

Città del Vaticano (Agenzia Fides) – Benedict XVI joins the Romanian Orthodox Church in mourning the death of “a distinguished and highly regarded Church leader”  Patriarch Teoctist. In his Message addressed to His Eminence Daniel Locum Tenens Romanian Orthodox Patriarchate Bucharest, the Holy Father recalls the meetings between Teocist and Pope John Paul II in 1999 and in 2002 in Rome. His visit to Rome, the Holy Father writes, "will remain in the memory of our Churches as a particular gift of God's grace, which strengthened and gave new impulse to the growing friendship and improving fraternal relations between the Churches. Both men were filled with a determination to write a new page in the history of our communities, overcoming a difficult past which still burdens us today, and looking forward with confidence to the day when the divisions among the followers of Christ will be overcome". The Pope I pray that the Romanian Orthodox Church will rejoice in the legacy of Patriarch Teoctist's many years of wise ministry, and that you will be sustained and comforted by the fruits of his apostolate as you commend his noble soul to the merciful love of our heavenly Father." The Pope conclude " I also wish to express my earnest good wishes for you and your brother Bishops as you guide the Church in this time of transition. With fraternal affection in the Lord. (Agenzia Fides 1/8/2007; righe 9, parole  132)

See message in English

http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/pontefici/pontefice.php?id=894

4 August 2007 – Message to Venerable Kahjun Handa 

VATICAN - Message from Benedict XVI to Venerable Kahjun Handa, on occasion of the 20th anniversary of the first Religious Summit Meeting on Mount Hiei 

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) – Benedict sent a message to Venerable Kahjun Handa on occasion of the 20th anniversary of the first Religious Summit Meeting on Mount Hiei (Japan). In the telegramme the Pope said: "I wish to convey best wishes to Venerable Eshin Watanabe, and to recall your distinguished predecessor as Supreme Head of the Tendai Buddhist Denomination, Venerable Etai Yamada. It was he who, having participated in the Day of Prayer for Peace in Assisi on that memorable day of 27 October 1986, initiated the "Religious Summit Meeting" on Mount Hiei in Kyoto in order to keep the flame of the spirit of Assisi burning. I am also happy that Cardinal Paul Poupard, President of the Pontifical Council for Interreligious Dialogue, is able to take part in this meeting"

. (Agenzia Fides 4/8/2007; righe 7, parole  104)

Il testo integrale del telegramma del Santo Padre, in inglese

http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/pontefici/pontefice.php?id=895

5 August 2007 – Angelus

VATICANO – Il Papa all’Angelus ricorda che “la ricchezza, pur essendo in sé un bene, non assicura la salvezza, anzi potrebbe persino comprometterla seriamente”

Castel Gandolfo (Agenzia Fides) – “Alhough wealth is a good in itself, it should not be considered an absolute good. Above all, it does not guarantee salvation; on the contrary, it may even seriously jeopardize it”: Pope Benedict XVI    said addressing visitors gathered in the courtyard of Palazzo Apostolico in Castel Gandolfo for the recitation of the  Angelus, Sunday 5 August, 28th Week of the Liturgical Year: “ For us Christians, the real treasure that we must ceaselessly seek consists in the "things above... where Christ is seated at God's right hand"; St Paul reminds us of this today in his Letter to the Colossians, adding that our life "is hid with Christ in God (cfr 3,1-3)”.
The Pope said the Feast of the Transfiguration, “ invites us to turn our gaze "above", to Heaven. In the Gospel account of the Transfiguration on the mountain, we are given a premonitory sign that allows us a fleeting glimpse of the Kingdom of the Saints, where we too at the end of our earthly life will be able to share in Christ's glory, which will be complete, total and definitive… the Solemnity of the Transfiguration remains linked to the memory of my venerable Predecessor, Servant of God Paul VI, who in 1978 completed his mission in this very place, here at Castel Gandolfo, and was called to enter the house of the Heavenly Father. May his commemoration be an invitation to us to look on high and to serve the Lord and the Church faithfully, as he did in the far-from-easy years of the last century." 

The Holy Father concluded calling for the intercession of the Blessed Virgin Mary: “ May the Virgin, who was more closely involved in Christ's mystery than any other creature, sustain us on our pilgrimage of faith so that, as the liturgy invites us to pray today, "we do not let ourselves be dominated by greed or selfishness as we toil with our efforts to subdue the earth but seek always what is worthwhile in God's eyes”. (Agenzia Fides 5/8/2007; righe 21, parole  304)

6 August 2007 – Telegramme of condolence for the death of Cardinal Jean-Marie Lustiger

VATICAN - The Holy Father expresses his sadness at the death of Cardinal Jean-Marie Lustiger, emeritus Archbishop of Paris 

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) – Pope Benedict XVI    addressed a telegramme of condolence to the Archbishop of Paris Archbishop André Vingt-Trois, on the occasion of the death of Cardinal Jean-Marie Lustiger, emeritus Archbishop of Paris, who died yesterday evening. In the telegramme the Pope expresses sincere condolence to the diocese of Paris for the death of Cardinal Jean-Marie Lustiger, “a man of faith and dialogue”. The Pope joins in prayer, confident in Divine Mercy, for Cardinal Lustiger, who dedicated his life to the service of the people. Benedict XVI recalls the late Archbishop's passionate quest for God, to announce the Gospel to the world and to ensure formation for the clergy and lay people of his diocese. The Pope imparts his Apostolic Blessing on the whole diocese in mourning. (Agenzia Fides 6/8/2007; righe 9, parole  140)  

See telegramme in French

http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/pontefici/pontefice.php?id=896

8 August 2007- General Audience

VATICAN - St Gregory Nazianzus, “distinguished theologian, orator and champion of the Christian faith”, was the subject of the Pope's catechesis at the General Audience on 8 August 

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) – Having concluded his teaching on St Basil at the general audience on 1 August, at the general audience on 8 August the Pope taught about St Gregory Nazianzus, “distinguished theologian, orator and champion of the Christian faith in the fourth century”. The Pope traced the main events of the life of St Gregory: born into a noble family in about 330 A.D. and his mother consecrated him to God at birth. After his education at home, he attended the most famous schools of his time: he first went to Caesarea in Cappadocia, where he made friends with Basil, the future Bishop of that city, and went on to stay in other capitals of the ancient world, such as Alexandria, Egypt and in particular Athens, where once again he met Basil . Benedict XVI spoke of the profound friendship between the two saints using the words of Gregory: ‘The same eagerness for knowledge motivated us.... This was our competition: not who was first but who allowed the other to be first. It seemed as if we had one soul in two bodies"’….. man, who was powerfully cast beyond earthly values, must have suffered deeply for the things of this world he himself wrote “ Nothing seems to me greater than this: to silence one's senses, to emerge from the flesh of the world, to withdraw into oneself, no longer to be concerned with human things other than what is strictly necessary; to converse with oneself and with God, to lead a life that transcends the visible; to bear in one's soul divine images, ever pure, not mingled with earthly or erroneous forms; truly to be a perfect mirror of God and of divine things, and to become so more and more, taking light from light...; to enjoy, in the present hope, the future good, and to converse with angels; to have already left the earth even while continuing to dwell on it, borne aloft by the spirit".  He was ordained somewhat reluctantly since he would no longer be able to dedicate himself purely to meditation. Against his own desire he was ordained Bishop of Sasima, although he never took possession of the see. " In about 379, Gregory was called to Constantinople, the capital, to head the small Catholic community faithful to the Council of Nicea and to belief in the Trinity. The majority adhered instead to Arianism, which was "politically correct" and viewed by emperors as politically useful… in a condition of minority, surrounded by hostility. He delivered five Theological Orations (Orationes 27-31; SC 250: 70-343) in the little Church of the Anastasis precisely in order to defend the Trinitarian faith and to make it intelligible.”. 

The Holy Father recalled that "because of the soundness of his doctrine and his ability to reason"

 “Gregory was called in the Orthodox Church: the "Theologian". And this is because to his way of thinking theology was not merely human reflection or even less, only a fruit of complicated speculation, but rather sprang from a life of prayer and holiness, from a persevering dialogue with God. And in this very way he causes the reality of God, the mystery of the Trinity, to appear to our reason. In the silence of contemplation, interspersed with wonder at the marvels of the mystery revealed, his soul was engrossed in beauty and divine glory.”. 

The Pope's catechesis then moved to the Ecumenical Council in  381, when “ Gregory was elected Bishop of Constantinople and presided over the Council; but he was challenged straightaway by strong opposition, to the point that the situation became untenable. These hostilities must have been unbearable to such a sensitive soul… Thus, in a tense atmosphere, the time came for him to resign”. The saint  –Benedict XVI continued – “ returned to Nazianzus and for about two years devoted himself to the pastoral care of this Christian community. He then withdrew definitively to solitude in nearby Arianzo, his birthplace, and dedicated himself to studies and the ascetic life. It was in this period that he wrote the majority of his poetic works and especially his autobiography: the De Vita Sua, a reinterpretation in verse of his own human and spiritual journey, an exemplary journey of a suffering Christian, of a man of profound interiority in a world full of conflicts”. The Pope concluded his reflection on the saintly Bishop who was born to heaven 390: “ He is a man who makes us aware of God's primacy, hence, also speaks to us, to this world of ours: without God, man loses his grandeur; without God, there is no true humanism. Consequently, let us too listen to this voice and seek to know God's Face.”. (Agenzia Fides 8/8/2007; righe 46, parole  689)

See the Pope's address

http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/pontefici/pontefice.php?id=857

9 August 2007 – Audience with young people from Madrid

VATICAN - The Pope meets young Spanish Catholics at the conclusion of the Youth Mission: “as baptised Christians we are all called to holiness and to be living members of the Church”

Castel Gandolfo (Agenzia Fides) – On 9 August the Holy Father Pope Benedict XVI recieved thousands of young Spanish Catholics from Madrid, particpating in  "Youth Mission", accompanied by their bishops, Cardinal Antonio María Rouco Varela Archbishop of Madrid, the Bishops of Alcalà and Getafe, the three Auxiliary Bishops of Madrid and the young leader of the Youth Mission.

After welcoming those present and thanking the Cardinal for his kind words, the young people for taking part in such great number, his affection and for the “fruit of this intense experience of Church and faith which you have lived”.

Benedict XVI expressed his appreciation for the testimony offered by four young people before his own intervention: “I have appreciated the intensity of your missionary experience and the tone acquired by certain facets of life when the decision is made to proclaim Christ: the enthusiasm of finding out and learning with surprise that contrary to what many think, the Gospel is deeply attractive to youth; the discovery of the full breadth of the ecclesial meaning of Christian life; the finesse and beauty of love and a family lived before God's eyes, or the discovery of an unexpected call to serve him without reserve by consecrating oneself to the priestly ministry. ”. 

The Holy Father reflected on the necessity of missionary activity: “In visiting the places where Peter and Paul proclaimed the Gospel and gave their lives for the Lord, and where many others were also persecuted and martyred at the dawn of the Church, you have been able to understand better why faith in Jesus Christ, in opening horizons to a new life, authentic freedom and boundless hope, needs the impetus that stems from a heart generously given to God and a courageous witness to the One who is the Way, the Truth and the Life. 

Just as it happened here in Rome many centuries ago, in an environment in which Christ, the one Saviour of the human race and of the world, was denied, so it always happens and happens today too, when you see around you many people who have forgotten him or want nothing to do with him, blinded by the numerous transient dreams that promise many things but leave the heart empty.”. 

After urging the young people to persevere on the path undertaken letting themselves be led by the bishops and manifesting that Christ lives in them, he called them to decide their future in the light of Christ “as baptised people we are all, without exception, called to holiness and to be living members of the Church on whatever path we take in life”. Lastly Benedict XVI  invoked “the Blessed Virgin Mary, Queen of the Apostles and Mother of the Church”: “May her maternal intercession accompany you and make you faithful to the commitments which, docile to the Holy Spirit, you have assumed for the glory of God and the good of your brothers and sisters.”. (Agenzia Fides 9/8/2007; righe 36, parole  532)

12 August 2007 – Angelus

VATICAN - Benedict XVI at the Angelus urges Christians to “ready and vigilant” to welcome Christ who comes in all His glory 

Castel Gandolfo (Agenzia Fides) – “The Liturgy on this 19th  Sunday of Ordinary Time prepares us in a certain way for the Solemnity of Mary's Assumption into Heaven, which we will be celebrating on 15 August. Indeed, it is fully oriented to the future, to Heaven, where the Blessed Virgin Mary has preceded us in the joy of Paradise”. Commenting the Sunday Gospel on 12 August Benedict XVI urged the faithful to "remain alert and watchful to be ready to welcome Jesus when he comes in his glory", like those servants in the parable who were waiting for their master's return. "Blessed are those servants", he said, "whom the master finds awake when he comes" (Lk 12: 37). We must therefore watch, praying and doing good" (Lk 12,37)’. This looking heavenwards  was characteristic of the faith of the pilgrim Abraham, who, Pope Benedict XVI recalled, “called to go out to a place which he was to receive as an inheritance, he went out, not knowing where he was to go" (Heb 11: 8). Indeed, Abraham's true destination was "the city which has foundations, whose builder and maker is God" (11: 10). The city to which he was alluding is not in this world but is the heavenly Jerusalem, Paradise. This was well known to the primitive Christian community, which considered itself "alien" here below and called its populated nucleuses in the cities "parishes", which means, precisely, colonies of foreigners [in Greek, pároikoi]. "The Liturgy of the word is a call to think of the world to come, as we do when we recite the Creed and profess our faith, the Pope said, to meditate on the four last things, death, judgement, eternity and heaven”. “Dear brothers and sisters, after being taken up into Heaven, Mary did not distance herself from us but continues to be even closer to us and her light shines on our lives and on the history of all humanity. Attracted by the heavenly brightness of the Mother of the Redeemer, let us turn with trust to the One who looks upon us and protects us from on high”. (Agenzia Fides 12/8/2007; righe 22, parole  353)

See the Pope address

http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/pontefici/pontefice.php?id=862

15 August 2007 – Homily on the Feast of the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary 

VATICAN – The Pope celebrates the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary at the parish church of Castel Gandolfo: “the Feast of the Assumption is an invitation to trust in God and also to imitate Mary ”

Castel Gandolfo (Agenzia Fides) – At 8am on Wednesday 15 August, Pope Benedict XVI    celebrated mass at St Thomas of Villanova parish church in Castel Gandolfo. In his homily the Pope said the history of the world and humanity, “is a struggle between two loves: love of God to the point of losing oneself, of total self-giving, and love of oneself to the point of despising God, of hating others ”. Citing Saint Augustine's book  “The City of God”, the Pope dwelt on the two figures which express these two loves as they emerge in the Book of Revelation: the  immensely strong, red dragon,  with a striking and disturbing manifestation of power without grace, without love, of absolute selfishness, terror and violence”, and “clothed in the sun with the moon under her feet and surrounded by twelve stars”. 

The Holy Father called attention to the achievements of the dragon in history since “the words of Sacred Scripture transcend the historic moment”: the anti-Christian Roman Emperors, from Nero to Domitian”, to which Saint John refers on Revelation, the  “ the anti-Christian power of the persecutors of the Church of that time, but also anti-Christian dictatorships of all periods”, “ the great dictatorships of the last century: the Nazi dictatorship and the dictatorship of Stalin”. However, precisely looking at history the Pope said reassuringly that love is always stronger than hatred. " It seemed impossible in the long term that faith could survive in the face of this dragon that was so powerful, that could not wait to devour God become a Child, as well as the woman, the Church. But also in this case, in the end love was stronger than hate."  

“ Today too, the dragon exists in new and different ways. It exists in the form of materialistic ideologies that tell us it is absurd to think of God; it is absurd to observe God's commandments: they are a leftover from a time past. Life is only worth living for its own sake. Take everything we can get in this brief moment of life. Consumerism, selfishness and entertainment alone are worthwhile. This is life. This is how we must live”. “And once again, it seems absurd, impossible, to oppose this dominant mindset with all its media and propagandist power. Today too, it seems impossible to imagine a God who created man and made himself a Child and who was to be the true ruler of the world. 

Even now, this dragon appears invincible, - the  Pope said - but it is still true today that God is stronger than the dragon, that it is love which conquers rather than selfishness. Having thus considered the various historical forms of the dragon, let us now look at the other image: the woman clothed with the sun, with the moon under her feet, surrounded by 12 stars. This is also a multidimensional image. Without any doubt, a first meaning is that it is Our Lady, Mary, clothed with the sun, that is, with God, totally; Mary who lives totally in God, surrounded and penetrated by God's light. Surrounded by the 12 stars, that is, by the 12 tribes of Israel, by the whole People of God, by the whole Communion of Saints; and at her feet, the moon, the image of death and mortality. Mary has left death behind her; she is totally clothed in life, she is taken up body and soul into God's glory and thus, placed in glory after overcoming death, she says to us: Take heart, it is love that wins in the end! The message of my life was: I am the handmaid of God, my life has been a gift of myself to God and my neighbour. And this life of service now arrives in real life. May you too have trust and have the courage to live like this, countering all the threats of the dragon. This is the first meaning of the woman whom Mary succeeded in being. The "woman clothed with the sun" is the great sign of the victory of love, of the victory of goodness, of the victory of God; a great sign of consolation. Yet, this woman who suffered, who had to flee, who gave birth with cries of anguish, is also the Church, the pilgrim Church of all times. In all generations she has to give birth to Christ anew, to bring him very painfully into the world, with great suffering. Persecuted in all ages, it is almost as if, pursued by the dragon, she had gone to live in the wilderness. 

However, in all ages, the Church, the People of God, also lives by the light of God and as the Gospel says is nourished by God, nourishing herself with the Bread of the Holy Eucharist”. The Holy Father concluded :" We see of course that today too the dragon wants to devour God who made himself a Child. Do not fear for this seemingly frail God; the fight has already been won. Today too, this weak God is strong: he is true strength. Thus, the Feast of the Assumption is an invitation to trust in God and also to imitate Mary in what she herself said: Behold, I am the handmaid of the Lord; I put myself at the Lord's disposal. This is the lesson: one should travel on one's own road; one should give life and not take it. And precisely in this way each one is on the journey of love which is the loss of self, but this losing of oneself is in fact the only way to truly find oneself, to find true life.””. (Agenzia Fides 15/8/2007; righe 45, parole  695)

See the Pope's homily 

http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/pontefici/pontefice.php?id=859

15 August 2007 – Angelus

VATICAN – Benedict XVI at the Angelus reflects on the profound unity between Mary and her Son urging Christians to imitate Mary's “meek following of Christ and her generous service to the brethren”

Castel Gandolfo (Agenzia Fides) – On 15th August the feast of the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary, in his reflection  before the Angelus prayer Pope Benedict XVI  said: “ Mother and Son appear closely united in the fight against the infernal enemy until they completely defeat him. This victory is expressed in particular in overcoming sin and death, that is, in triumphing over the enemies which St Paul always presents as connected… just as Christ's glorious Resurrection was the definitive sign of this victory, so Mary's glorification in her virginal body is the ultimate confirmation of her total solidarity with the Son, both in the conflict and in victory.”. Benedict XVI recalled the words of the solemn declaration of the dogma of the Assumption proclaimed on  November 1st 1950 by Pope Pius XII: “ Hence, the revered Mother of God, from all eternity joined in a hidden way with Jesus Christ in one and the same decree of predestination, immaculate in her conception, a most perfect virgin in her divine motherhood, the noble associate of the divine Redeemer who has won a complete triumph over sin and its consequences, finally obtained, as the supreme culmination of her privileges, that she should be preserved free from the corruption of the tomb and that, like her own Son, having overcome death, she might be taken up body and soul to the glory of Heaven where, as Queen, she sits in splendour at the right hand of her Son, the immortal King of the Ages".

The Holy Father concluded recalling that Mary is close to mankind “after being taken up into Heaven, Mary did not distance herself from us but continues to be even closer to us and her light shines on our lives and on the history of all humanity. Attracted by the heavenly brightness of the Mother of the Redeemer, let us turn with trust to the One who looks upon us and protects us from on high… And so that we too may one day be able to share in her same destiny, let us imitate her now in her meek following of Christ and her generous service to the brethren. This is the only way to have a foretaste, already on our earthly pilgrimage, of the joy and peace which those who reach the immortal destination of Paradise live to the full” (Agenzia Fides 15/8/2007; righe 21, parole 311)

See the Pope's address

http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/pontefici/pontefice.php?id=860
16 August 2007 – Telegramme of condolence for earthquake victims in Peru.

VATICAN – Benedict XVI is spiritually close to all those affected by the earthquake in Peru 

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) – The Holy Father Benedict XVI, deeply saddened by “the news of the earthquake which caused many casualties and immense material damage”, addressed a telegramme through Cardinal Tarcisio Bertone, Secretary of State, to the bishops of the diocese affected by the tragedy in which he says he prays for the eternal repose of the dead, expresses his condolence to the grieving families and his spiritual closeness to those deprived of their homes. He urges institutions and all “people of goodwill” to “provide the necessary assistance with charity and in a spirit of Christian solidarity” to those affected and he imparts his apostolic blessing on those in need and those who are assisting them. (Agenzia Fides 16/8/2007; righe 8, parole 121)

See the telegramme in Spanish

http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/pontefici/pontefice.php?id=897
19 August 2007 – Angelus

VATICAN – At the Angelus the Holy Father dwells on the theme of “our peace”, Christ Jesus himself as Saint Paul writes 

Castel Gandolfo (Agenzia Fides) – “While he is on his way to Jerusalem, where death on a cross awaits him, Christ asked his disciples: "Do you think that I have come to give peace on earth? No, I tell you, but rather division.’”. In his reflection before the midday Angelus prayer on the 20th  Sunday of the Liturgical Year, 19 August Pope Benedict dwelt on the theme of “our peace” Jesus himself, as Saint Paul writes, (Eph 2,14), who died and rose again to break down the wall of enmity. Pope Benedict XVI explained that the expressed the Lord uses when he says he comes to bring la “division” (Lk 12,50) or the “sword” (Mt 10,34) means that “he came to bring us is not synonymous with the mere absence of conflicts. On the contrary, Jesus' peace is the result of a constant battle against evil. The fight that Jesus is determined to support is not against human beings or human powers, but against Satan, the enemy of God and man.” Those who wish to resist him and remain faithful to God must necessarily “confront misunderstandings and sometimes real persecutions”. Those who strive to follow Jesus “ to commit themselves without compromise to the truth, must know that they will encounter opposition and that in spite of themselves they will become a sign of division between people, even in their own families – the Pope said – In fact, love for one's parents is a holy commandment, but to be lived authentically it can never take precedence over love for God and love for Christ.”. Those who belong to Christ becomes “channels of his peace”, “not an inconsistent and apparent, a real peace pursued with courage and tenacity and paying in person the price this demands ”. Last of all the Holy Father invoked the intercession of the Blessed Virgin Mary “Queen of Peace”, who “ shared to the point of martyrdom of soul in her Son Jesus' fight with the Devil and continues to share in it to the end of time.”. (Agenzia Fides 19/8/2007; righe 20, parole 309)

See the Pope address

http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/pontefici/pontefice.php?id=861

22 August 2007 – General Audience

VATICAN – “Let us strive to become like Christ, because Christ became like us”: At his General Audience Benedict XVI repeats the call of Saint Gregory Nazianzus 

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) – In his General Audience on 22 August Pope Benedict XVI continued his teaching on the Fathers and Doctors of the Church dwelling on the figure of Saint Gregory Nazianzus, Bishop of the 4th century  “great teachers”. He answered Christ's call by "placing his talents as a writer and orator at the service of God and of the Church. He realised that this was the mission that God had entrusted to him: "As a servant of the Word, I adhere to the ministry of the Word; may I never agree to neglect this good. I appreciate this vocation and am thankful for it; I derive more joy from it than from all other things put together"” .

Saint Gregory Nazianzus was a man of indisputable meekness “ he always sought in his life to bring peace to the Church of his time, torn apart by discord and heresy. He strove with Gospel daring to overcome his own timidity in order to proclaim the truth of the faith.” 

The saintly Bishop, Benedict XVI continued, “ made the light of the Trinity shine forth defending the faith proclaimed at the Council of Nicea: one God in three persons, equal and distinct - Father, Son and Holy Spirit -, "a triple light gathered into one splendour”. The Pope dwelled Gregory's teaching on the incarnation of Christ, who “ to redeem man in the totality of his body, soul and spirit, Christ assumed all the elements of human nature, otherwise man would not have been saved.”. Being true man Jesus Christ, Pope Benedict XVI   recalled through the words of St Gregory, includes also a rational mind: “ and if Christ had not been "endowed with a rational mind, how could he have been a man?" It was precisely our mind and our reason that needed and needs the relationship, the encounter with God in Christ”. And precisely this true humanity of Christ which “gave us the possibility of becoming, in turn, like him. Nazianzus exhorted people: "Let us seek to be like Christ, because Christ also became like us: to become gods through him since he himself, through us, became a man. He took the worst upon himself to make us a gift of the best". Precisely because we are human persons we “must show solidarity to one another ‘And as with the members of one body, each is concerned with the other, and all with all’”. This is possible only if we imitate the goodness and love of God and the Holy Father recalled Saint Gregory's words: “ make yourself God for the unfortunate, imitating God's mercy”. 

Benedict XVI concluded by recalling the fundamental importance of prayer, “‘ It is necessary to remember God more often that one breathes" because prayer is the encounter of God's thirst with our thirst. God is thirsting for us to thirst for him’. In prayer, we must turn our hearts to God, to consign ourselves to him as an offering to be purified and transformed. In prayer we see all things in the light of Christ, we let our masks fall and immerse ourselves in the truth and in listening to God, feeding the fire of love.”. 

“So it was that Gregory felt the need to draw close to God in order to overcome his own weariness.” The Holy Father said one again that Christ is the only response to the longings of the human heart and he concluded with a call launched by Gregory Nazianzus: “ You have a task, soul, St Gregory also says to us, the task of finding the true light, of finding the true nobility of your life. And your life is encountering God, who thirsts for our thirst ”. (Agenzia Fides 22/8/2007; righe 42, parole 644)

See the Pope's teaching in various languages

http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/pontefici/pontefice.php?id=864

26 August 2007 – Angelus
VATICAN – Pope Benedict XVI recalls that to path through the “narrow door” that leads to eternal life demands “effort, abnegation, mortification of one's selfishness” 

Castel Gandolfo (Agenzia Fides) – “‘On his last journey to Jerusalem someone asked him: "Lord, will those who are saved be few?" And Jesus answered: "Strive to enter by the narrow door; for many, I tell you, will seek to enter and will not be able"”.  On 26 August reflecting before the midday Angelus prayer on the Sunday Gospel of the 21 Sunday in Ordinary Time, Pope Benedict asked: “what is the meaning of the ‘narrow door?” and he continued: "the temptation to interpret religious practice as a source of privileges or security is always lying in wait. Actually, Christ's message goes in exactly the opposite direction: everyone may enter life, but the door is "narrow" for all. We are not privileged. The passage to eternal life is open to all, but it is "narrow" because it is demanding: it requires commitment, self-denial and the mortification of one's selfishness”. Christ, the one Redeemer, “invites everyone to the banquet of immortal life; but on one and the same condition: that of striving to follow and imitate him, taking up one's cross as he did, and devoting one's life to serving the brethren. This condition for entering heavenly life is consequently one and universal.”. The Holy Father recalled that we will be judged according to our deeds “it will not suffice to declare that we are "friends" of Christ, boasting of false merits: "We ate and drank in your presence, and you taught in our streets". True friendship with Jesus is expressed in the way of life”. Pope Benedict XVI concluded urging those present to imitate the humility of heart of Jesus and of Mary His and Mother of all Christians asking her to intercede “Ianua Coeli”, Gate of Heaven. (Agenzia Fides 26/8/2007; righe 21, parole 294)

See the Pope address

http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/pontefici/pontefice.php?id=863

27 August 2007 – Telegramme of condolence for the death of Cardinal Édouard Gagnon 

VATICAN – The Holy Father message of sympathy for the death of Cardinal Gagnon

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) – Pope Benedict XVI addressed a Message of sympathy to the Archbishop of Montreal, Cardinal Jean-Claude Turcotte and Fr. Lawrence B. Terrien Superior General of the Society of Priests of St Sulpice, to express his sympathy for the death of Cardinal Édouard Gagnon, who devoted his life to serving Christ. Benedict XVI said he was close to the diocese in its grief and entrusted to the Risen Lord the soul of this “faithful servant of the Church”, he dedicated his ministry to the formation of priests, certain that the Lord will welcome him into the Peace and Light of His Kingdom. (Agenzia Fides 27/8/2007; righe 7, parole 104)  

See telegramme in French 

http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/pontefici/pontefice.php?id=898

29 August 2007 – General Audience

VATICAN – At General Audience the Holy Father illustrated the figure of Saint Gregory of Nyssa: “The full realisation of man is holiness, a life lived in the encounter with God, which in this way becomes luminous also for others and for the world ”.

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) – Continuing the cycle of catechesis on the Apostolic Fathers, the Holy Father Pope Benedict XVI    during the General Audience of Wednesday 29 August, on the figure of the brother of Saint Basil, St Gregory of Nissa, “a man of meditative character, original and profound thinker, in the history of Christianity”. Born in 335, “he received his Christian formation from his brother Basil - whom he referred to as 'father and teacher'   – and his sister Macrina" the Pope send presenting the figure of the Saint. After completing his studies he married, and “he too, like his brother and sisters, dedicated himself entirely to the ascetic life. Later he was elected Bishop of Nyssa, and proved to be a zealous shepherd. Accused by heretics of embezzlement "he was obliged for a brief period to abandon his Bishop's see but later returned to it triumphant and continued to be involved in the fight to defend the true faith.”. “Especially after Basil's death, by more or less gathering his spiritual legacy, Gregory cooperated in the triumph of orthodoxy the Pope continued. He took part in various Synods; he attempted to settle disputes between Churches; he had an active part in the reorganisation of the Church and, as a "pillar of orthodoxy", played a leading role at the Council of Constantinople in 381, which defined the divinity of the Holy Spirit.”. 

Pope Benedict XVI   then dwelt on the thought of   the Saint from Nyssa: “Gregory expressed clearly the purpose of his studies, the supreme goal to which all his work as a theologian was directed: not to engage his life in vain things but to find the light that would enable him to discern what is truly worthwhile (cf. In Ecclesiasten hom. 1: SC 416, 106-146). He found this supreme good in Christianity, thanks to which "the imitation of the divine nature" is possible (De Professione Christiana: PG 46, 244c). With his acute intelligence and vast philosophical and theological knowledge, he defended the Christian faith against heretics who denied the divinity of the Son and of the Holy Spirit (such as Eunomius and the Macedonians) or compromised the perfect humanity of Christ (such as Apollinaris). He commented on Sacred Scripture, reflecting on the creation of man. This was one of his central topics: creation. He saw in the creature the reflection of the Creator and found here the way that leads to God. But he also wrote an important book on the life of Moses, whom he presents as a man journeying towards God: this climb to Mount Sinai became for him an image of our ascent in human life towards true life, towards the encounter with God. He also interpreted the Lord's Prayer, the "Our Father", as well as the Beatitudes. In his "Great Catechetical Discourse (Oratio Catechetica Magna) he developed theology's fundamental directions, not for an academic theology closed in on itself but in order to offer catechists a reference system to keep before them in their instructions, almost as a framework for a pedagogical interpretation of the faith. ”. 

The Holy Father then spoke about Gregory's spiritual doctrine: “His whole theology” was “it was an expression of the spiritual life, of a life of faith lived. As a great "father of mysticism", he pointed out in various treatises  the path Christians must take if they are to reach true life, perfection. He exalted consecrated virginity and proposed the life of his sister Macrina, who was always a guide and example for him as an outstanding model of it.”. 

Successively Benedict XVI turned to the principal theme of the catechesis, the creation of man: “In commenting on man's creation, Gregory highlighted the fact that God, "the best artist, forges our nature so as to make it suitable for the exercise of royalty. Through the superiority given by the soul and through the very make-up of the body, he arranges things in such a way that man is truly fit for regal power’.” Then the Pope recalled  that creation is abused by man, who “caught in the net of sin”, does not exercise true kingship. To do this “man must be penetrated by God and live in His light ”. “Indeed man – the Holy Father continued – is a reflection of that original beauty which is God: ‘Everything God created was very good", the holy Bishop wrote. And he added: "The story of creation (cf. Gn 1: 31) witnesses to it. Man was also listed among those very good things, adorned with a beauty far superior to all of the good things. What else, in fact, could be good, on par with one who was similar to pure and incorruptible beauty?’”. The Pope concluded: “only if God is present, does man attain his true greatness. Man therefore recognises in himself the reflection of the divine light: by purifying his heart he is once more, as he was in the beginning, a clear image of God, exemplary Beauty ... Contemplating yourself, you will see within you he who is the desire of your heart, and you will be blessed’”. Benedict XVI concluded “ Man's goal is therefore the contemplation of God. In him alone can he find his fulfilment. To somehow anticipate this goal in this life, he must work ceaselessly toward a spiritual life, a life in dialogue with God. In other words - and this is the most important lesson that St Gregory of Nyssa has bequeathed to us - total human fulfilment consists in holiness, in a life lived in the encounter with God, which thus becomes luminous also to others and to the world.”. (Agenzia Fides 29/8/2007; righe 51, parole 766)  

See the Pope's teaching in various languages
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· VERBA PONTIFICIS

Creation

“In commenting on man's creation, he highlighted the fact that God, "the best artist, forges our nature so as to make it suitable for the exercise of royalty. Through the superiority given by the soul and through the very make-up of the body, he arranges things in such a way that man is truly fit for regal power" (De Hominis Opificio 4: PG 44, 136b). Indeed, man is a reflection of that original beauty which is God: "Everything God created was very good", the holy Bishop wrote. And he added: "The story of creation (cf. Gn 1: 31) witnesses to it. Man was also listed among those very good things, adorned with a beauty far superior to all of the good things. What else, in fact, could be good, on par with one who was similar to pure and incorruptible beauty?... The reflection and image of eternal life, he was truly good; no, he was very good, with the radiant sign of life on his face" (Homilia in Canticum 12: PG 44, 1020c). 

Man was honoured by God and placed above every other creature: "The sky was not made in God's image, not the moon, not the sun, not the beauty of the stars, no other things which appear in creation. Only you (human soul) were made to be the image of nature that surpasses every intellect, likeness of incorruptible beauty, mark of true divinity, vessel of blessed life, image of true light, that when you look upon it you become what he is, because through the reflected ray coming from your purity you imitate he who shines within you. Nothing that exists can measure up to your greatness" (Homilia in Canticum 2: PG 44, 805d). Let us meditate on this praise of the human being. Let us also see how man was degraded by sin. And let us try to return to that original greatness: only if God is present, does man attain his true greatness.”. (General Audience 29 August 2007) 

The Pagan culture 

Basil was of course also concerned with that chosen portion of the People of God, the youth, society's future. He addressed a Discourse to them on how to benefit from the pagan culture of that time. 

He recognised with great balance and openness that examples of virtue can be found in classical Greek and Latin literature. Such examples of upright living can be helpful to young Christians in search of the truth and the correct way of living (cf. Ad Adolescentes 3). Therefore, one must take from the texts by classical authors what is suitable and conforms with the truth: thus, with a critical and open approach - it is a question of true and proper "discernment"- young people grow in freedom. With the famous image of bees that gather from flowers only what they need to make honey, Basil recommends: "Just as bees can take nectar from flowers, unlike other animals which limit themselves to enjoying their scent and colour, so also from these writings... one can draw some benefit for the spirit. We must use these books, following in all things the example of bees. They do not visit every flower without distinction, nor seek to remove all the nectar from the flowers on which they alight, but only draw from them what they need to make honey, and leave the rest. And if we are wise, we will take from those writings what is appropriate for us, and conform to the truth, ignoring the rest"» (Ad Adolescentes 4). (General Audience 1 August 2007) 

The Dragon

“In his great work De Civitate Dei, St Augustine says once that the whole of human history, the history of the world, is a struggle between two loves: love of God to the point of losing oneself, of total self-giving, and love of oneself to the point of despising God, of hating others. This same interpretation of history as a struggle between two loves, between love and selfishness, also appears in the reading from the Book of Revelation that we have just heard. Here, these two loves appear in two great figures. First of all, there is the immensely strong, red dragon with a striking and disturbing manifestation of power without grace, without love, of absolute selfishness, terror and violence. ”. (Homily 15 August 2007) 
 “We see this power, the force of the red dragon, brought into existence once again in the great dictatorships of the last century: the Nazi dictatorship and the dictatorship of Stalin monopolised all the power, penetrated every corner, the very last corner. It seemed impossible in the long term that faith could survive in the face of this dragon that was so powerful, that could not wait to devour God become a Child, as well as the woman, the Church. But also in this case, in the end love was stronger than hate.” “Today too, the dragon exists in new and different ways. It exists in the form of materialistic ideologies that tell us it is absurd to think of God; it is absurd to observe God's commandments: they are a leftover from a time past. Life is only worth living for its own sake. Take everything we can get in this brief moment of life. Consumerism, selfishness and entertainment alone are worthwhile. This is life. This is how we must live. And once again, it seems absurd, impossible, to oppose this dominant mindset with all its media and propagandist power. Today too, it seems impossible to imagine a God who created man and made himself a Child and who was to be the true ruler of the world. 

Even now, this dragon appears invincible, but it is still true today that God is stronger than the dragon, that it is love which conquers rather than selfishness.” “We see of course that today too the dragon wants to devour God who made himself a Child. Do not fear for this seemingly frail God; the fight has already been won. Today too, this weak God is strong: he is true strength.”. (Homily del 15 August 2007) 

Eucharist

“Furthermore, Basil reminds us that to keep alive our love for God and for men, we need the Eucharist, the appropriate food for the baptised, which can nourish the new energies that derive from Baptism (cf. De Baptismo 1, 3: SC 357, 192). It is a cause of immense joy to be able to take part in the Eucharist (cf. Moralia 21, 3: PG 31, 741a), instituted "to preserve unceasingly the memory of the One who died and rose for us" » (Moralia 80,22). The Eucharist, an immense gift of God, preserves in each one of us the memory of the baptismal seal and makes it possible to live the grace of Baptism to the full and in fidelity. For this reason, the holy Bishop recommended frequent, even daily, Communion: "Communicating even daily, receiving the Holy Body and Blood of Christ, is good and useful; for he said clearly: "He who eats my flesh and drinks my blood has eternal life' (Jn 6: 54). So who would doubt that communicating continuously with life were not living in fullness?" (Ep. 93: PG 32, 484b). The Eucharist, in a word, is necessary for us if we are to welcome within us true life, eternal life (cf. Moralia 21, 1: PG 31, 737c). (General Audience 1 August 2007) 

St Gregory Nazianzus

“Gregory was born into a noble family in about 330 A.D. and his mother consecrated him to God at birth. After his education at home, he attended the most famous schools of his time: he first went to Caesarea in Cappadocia, where he made friends with Basil, the future Bishop of that city, and went on to stay in other capitals of the ancient world, such as Alexandria, Egypt and in particular Athens, where once again he met Basil”. (cfr Oratio 43,14-24). (General Audience dell’8 August 2007) 

“On his return home, Gregory received Baptism and developed an inclination for monastic life: solitude as well as philosophical and spiritual meditation fascinated him. 

He himself wrote: "Nothing seems to me greater than this: to silence one's senses, to emerge from the flesh of the world, to withdraw into oneself, no longer to be concerned with human things other than what is strictly necessary; to converse with oneself and with God, to lead a life that transcends the visible; to bear in one's soul divine images, ever pure, not mingled with earthly or erroneous forms; truly to be a perfect mirror of God and of divine things, and to become so more and more, taking light from light...; to enjoy, in the present hope, the future good, and to converse with angels; to have already left the earth even while continuing to dwell on it, borne aloft by the spirit" (Orationes 2: 7; SC 247: 96). (General Audience 8 August 2007) 

“As he confides in his autobiography (cf. Carmina [historica] 2: 1, 11, De Vita Sua 340-349; PG 37: 1053), he received priestly ordination with a certain reluctance for he knew that he would later have to be a Bishop […], to look after others and their affairs, hence, could no longer be absorbed in pure meditation. However, he subsequently accepted this vocation and took on the pastoral ministry in full obedience, accepting, as often happened to him in his life, to be carried by Providence where he did not wish to go (cf. Jn 21: 18). In 371, his friend Basil, Bishop of Caesarea, against Gregory's own wishes, desired to ordain him Bishop of Sasima, a strategically important locality in Cappadocia. Because of various problems, however, he never took possession of it and instead stayed on in the city of Nazianzus.. (General Audience 8 August 2007) 

“In about 379, Gregory was called to Constantinople, the capital, to head the small Catholic community faithful to the Council of Nicea and to belief in the Trinity. The majority adhered instead to Arianism, which was "politically correct" and viewed by emperors as politically useful. […]Thus, he found himself in a condition of minority, surrounded by hostility. He delivered five Theological Orations (Orationes 27-31; SC 250: 70-343) in the little Church of the Anastasis precisely in order to defend the Trinitarian faith and to make it intelligible...It was because of these orations that Gregory acquired the nickname: "The Theologian". This is what he is called in the Orthodox Church: the "Theologian". And this is because to his way of thinking theology was not merely human reflection or even less, only a fruit of complicated speculation, but rather sprang from a life of prayer and holiness, from a persevering dialogue with God. (General Audience 8 August 2007) 

While Gregory was taking part in the Second Ecumenical Council in 381, he was elected Bishop of Constantinople and presided over the Council; but he was challenged straightaway by strong opposition, […].These hostilities must have been unbearable to such a sensitive soul. What Gregory had previously lamented with heartfelt words was repeated: "We have divided Christ, we who so loved God and Christ! We have lied to one another because of the Truth, we have harboured sentiments of hatred because of Love, we are separated from one another!’ (Oratio 6,3). the time came for him to resign.... 

In the packed cathedral, Gregory delivered a farewell discourse of great effectiveness and dignity (cf. Orationes 42).(General Audience 8 August 2007) 

Gregory returned to Nazianzus and for about two years devoted himself to the pastoral care of this Christian community. He then withdrew definitively to solitude in nearby Arianzo, his birthplace, and dedicated himself to studies and the ascetic life: De vita sua. […]And in 390, God welcomed into his arms this faithful servant who had defended him in his writings with keen intelligence and had praised him in his poetry with such great love. (General Audience 8 August 2007) 

Gregory of  Nyssa

“He was born in about 335 A.D. His Christian education was supervised with special care by his brother Basil - whom he called "father and teacher" (Ep. 13, 4: SC 363, 198) - and by his sister Macrina. He completed his studies, appreciating in particular philosophy and rhetoric. 

Initially, he devoted himself to teaching and was married. Later, like his brother and sister, he too dedicated himself entirely to the ascetic life. He was subsequently elected Bishop of Nyssa and showed himself to be a zealous Pastor, thereby earning the community's esteem. When he was accused of embezzlement by heretical adversaries, he was obliged for a brief period to abandon his episcopal see but later returned to it triumphant (cf. Ep. 6: SC 363, 164-170) and continued to be involved in the fight to defend the true faith.”. “Especially after Basil's death, by more or less gathering his spiritual legacy, Gregory cooperated in the triumph of orthodoxy. […]he had an active part in the reorganization of the Church and, as a "pillar of orthodoxy", played a leading role at the Council of Constantinople in 381, which defined the divinity of the Holy Spirit.”. “Gregory expressed clearly the purpose of his studies, the supreme goal to which all his work as a theologian was directed: not to engage his life in vain things but to find the light that would enable him to discern what is truly worthwhile (cfr In Ecclesiasten hom. 1) […]He found this supreme good in Christianity, thanks to which "the imitation of the divine nature" is possible (De Professione Christiana: PG 46, 244c). With his acute intelligence and vast philosophical and theological knowledge, he defended the Christian faith against heretics who denied the divinity of the Son and of the Holy Spirit (such as Eunomius and the Macedonians) or compromised the perfect humanity of Christ (such as Apollinaris). He saw in the creature the reflection of the Creator and found here the way that leads to God. […]But he also wrote an important book on the life of Moses, whom he presents as a man journeying towards God: this climb to Mount Sinai became for him an image of our ascent in human life towards true life, towards the encounter with God. He also interpreted the Lord's Prayer, the "Our Father", as well as the Beatitudes. In his "Great Catechetical Discourse (Oratio Catechetica Magna) he developed theology's fundamental directions, not for an academic theology closed in on itself but in order to offer catechists a reference system to keep before them in their instructions, almost as a framework for a pedagogical interpretation of the faith”. Furthermore, Gregory is distinguished for his spiritual doctrine. None of his theology was academic reflection; rather, it was an expression of the spiritual life, of a life of faith lived. As a great "father of mysticism", he pointed out in various treatises - such as his De Professione Christiana and De Perfectione Christiana - the path Christians must take if they are to reach true life, perfection. He exalted consecrated virginity (De Virginitate) and proposed the life of his sister Macrina, who was always a guide and example for him as an outstanding model of it (cfr Vita Macrinae). (General Audience del 29 August 2007) 
Incarnation

“[Christ], to redeem man in the totality of his body, soul and spirit, assumed all the elements of human nature, otherwise man would not have been saved.”. ‘What has not been assumed has not been healed"

(Ep. 101,32)”.  “and if Christ had not been "endowed with a rational mind, how could he have been a man?" (Ep. 101, 34: SC 208, 50). It was precisely our mind and our reason that needed and needs the relationship, the encounter with God in Christ. Having become a man, Christ gave us the possibility of becoming, in turn, like him. Nazianzus exhorted people: "Let us seek to be like Christ, because Christ also became like us: to become gods through him since he himself, through us, became a man. He took the worst upon himself to make us a gift of the best" (Orationes 1, 5: SC 247, 78). ”. “as human persons, we must show solidarity to one another. He writes: ""We are all one in the Lord' (cf. Rom 12: 5), rich and poor, slaves and free, healthy and sick alike; and one is the head from which all derive: Jesus Christ. And as with the members of one body, each is concerned with the other, and all with all". […] make yourself God for the unfortunate, imitating God's mercy"» (Oratio 14,26 de pauperum amore)’. (General Audience del 22 August 2007) 

Mission

In visiting the places where Peter and Paul proclaimed the Gospel and gave their lives for the Lord, and where many others were also persecuted and martyred at the dawn of the Church, you have been able to understand better why faith in Jesus Christ, in opening horizons to a new life, authentic freedom and boundless hope, needs the impetus that stems from a heart generously given to God and a courageous witness to the One who is the Way, the Truth and the Life. Just as it happened here in Rome many centuries ago, in an environment in which Christ, the one Saviour of the human race and of the world, was denied, so it always happens and happens today too, when you see around you many people who have forgotten him or want nothing to do with him, blinded by the numerous transient dreams that promise many things but leave the heart empty." The Pope concluded with a question "Are you following the path he points out to you with generosity and confidence, knowing that as baptised people we are all, without exception, called to holiness and to be living members of the Church on whatever path we take in life? ”. (Audience to young Catholics from Madrid 9 August 2007) 
Peace

“While he is on his way to Jerusalem, where death on a cross awaits him, Christ asked his disciples: "Do you think that I have come to give peace on earth? No, I tell you, but rather division”. “the peace he came to bring us is not synonymous with the mere absence of conflicts. On the contrary, Jesus' peace is the result of a constant battle against evil. The fight that Jesus is determined to support is not against human beings or human powers, but against Satan, the enemy of God and man”. “Anyone who desires to resist this enemy by remaining faithful to God and to good, must necessarily confront misunderstandings and sometimes real persecutions.”. “All, therefore, who intend to follow Jesus and to commit themselves without compromise to the truth, must know that they will encounter opposition and that in spite of themselves they will become a sign of division between people, even in their own families. In fact, love for one's parents […] to be lived authentically it can never take precedence over love for God and love for Christ. ”. “Thus, following in the footsteps of the Lord Jesus, in accordance with St Francis of Assisi's famous words, Christians become "instruments of peace"; not of a peace that is inconsistent and only apparent but one that is real, pursued with courage and tenacity in the daily commitment to overcome evil with good (cf. Rom 12: 21) and paying in person the price that this entails. The Virgin Mary, Queen of Peace, shared until his martyrdom her Son Jesus' fight with the Devil and continues to share in it to the end of time. Let us invoke her motherly intercession so that she may help us always to be witnesses of Christ's peace and never to sink so low as to make compromises with evil.”. (Angelus 19 August 2007) 

The Narrow door

‘"Lord, will those who are saved be few?" […] "Strive to enter by the narrow door; for many, I tell you, will seek to enter and will not be able" (Lk 13: 23-24). What does this "narrow door" mean?”. “the temptation to interpret religious practice as a source of privileges or security is always lying in wait. In actual fact […]everyone may enter life, but the door is "narrow" for all.. […]The passage to eternal life is open to all, but it is "narrow" because it is demanding: it requires commitment, self-denial and the mortification of one's selfishness.”. “[Christ, the One Redeemer], invites everyone to the banquet of immortal life; but on one and the same condition: that of striving to follow and imitate him, taking up one's cross as he did, and devoting one's life to serving the brethren. This condition for entering heavenly life is consequently one and universal”. “it will not suffice to declare that we are "friends" of Christ, boasting of false merits: "We ate and drank in your presence, and you taught in our streets" (Lk 13: 26). (Lc 13,26). True friendship with Jesus is expressed in the way of life […]”. (Angelus del 26 August 2007) 

Riches

“Although wealth is a good in itself […]it does not guarantee salvation; on the contrary, it may even seriously jeopardise”. “For us Christians, the real treasure that we must ceaselessly seek consists in the "things above... where Christ is seated at God's right hand"; St Paul reminds us of this today in his Letter to the Colossians, adding that our life "is hid with Christ in God" (cf. 3: 1-3 (Angelus 5 August 2007) 
Theology

“Saint Gregory Nazianzus found himself in a condition of minority, surrounded by hostility. He delivered five Theological Orations (Orationes 27-31; SC 250: 70-343) in the little Church of the Anastasis precisely in order to defend the Trinitarian faith and to make it intelligible. These discourses became famous because of the soundness of his doctrine and his ability to reason, which truly made clear that this was the divine logic. And the splendour of their form also makes them fascinating today. It was because of these orations that Gregory acquired the nickname: "The Theologian". This is what he is called in the Orthodox Church: the "Theologian". And this is because to his way of thinking theology was not merely human reflection or even less, only a fruit of complicated speculation, but rather sprang from a life of prayer and holiness, from a persevering dialogue with God. And in this very way he causes the reality of God, the mystery of the Trinity, to appear to our reason. In the silence of contemplation, interspersed with wonder at the marvels of the mystery revealed, his soul was engrossed in beauty and divine glory.”. (General Audience 8 August 2007) 
Transfiguration

“The Solemnity of the Transfiguration of the Lord, which we shall be celebrating tomorrow, invites us to turn our gaze "above", to Heaven. In the Gospel account of the Transfiguration on the mountain, we are given a premonitory sign that allows us a fleeting glimpse of the Kingdom of the Saints, where we too at the end of our earthly life will be able to share in Christ's glory, which will be complete, total and definitive. The whole universe will then be transfigured and the divine plan of salvation will at last be fulfilled. The day of the Solemnity of the Transfiguration remains linked to the memory of my venerable Predecessor, Servant of God Paul VI, who in 1978 completed his mission in this very place, here at Castel Gandolfo, and was called to enter the house of the Heavenly Father. May his commemoration be an invitation to us to look on high and to serve the Lord and the Church faithfully, as he did in the far-from-easy years of the last century.”. (Angelus 5 August 2007) 
Blessed Virgin Mary

“In his great work De Civitate Dei, St Augustine says once that the whole of human history, the history of the world, is a struggle between two loves: love of God to the point of losing oneself, of total self-giving, and love of oneself to the point of despising God, of hating others”… “let us now look at the other image: the woman clothed with the sun, with the moon under her feet, surrounded by 12 stars. […]This is also a multidimensional image. 

Without any doubt, a first meaning is that it is Our Lady, Mary, clothed with the sun, that is, with God, totally; Mary who lives totally in God, surrounded and penetrated by God's light. Surrounded by the 12 stars, that is, by the 12 tribes of Israel, by the whole People of God, by the whole Communion of Saints; and at her feet, the moon, the image of death and mortality. 

Mary has left death behind her; she is totally clothed in life, she is taken up body and soul into God's glory and thus, placed in glory after overcoming death, she says to us: Take heart, it is love that wins in the end!  The message of my life was: I am the handmaid of God, my life has been a gift of myself to God and my neighbour. And this life of service now arrives in real life. […]The "woman clothed with the sun" is the great sign of the victory of love, of the victory of goodness, of the victory of God; a great sign of consolation. Yet, this woman who suffered, who had to flee, who gave birth with cries of anguish, is also the Church, the pilgrim Church of all times.

 […].In all generations she has to give birth to Christ anew, to bring him very painfully into the world, with great suffering. Persecuted in all ages, it is almost as if, pursued by the dragon, she had gone to live in the wilderness. However, in all ages, the Church, the People of God, also lives by the light of God and as the Gospel says is nourished by God, nourishing herself with the Bread of the Holy Eucharist. Thus, in all the trials in the various situations of the Church through the ages in different parts of the world, she wins through suffering. And she is the presence, the guarantee of God's love against all the ideologies of hatred and selfishness. […]Thus, the Feast of the Assumption is an invitation to trust in God and also to imitate Mary in what she herself said: Behold, I am the handmaid of the Lord; I put myself at the Lord's disposal […]:This is the lesson: one should travel on one's own road; one should give life and not take it. (Homily 15 August 2007) 
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