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AGENZIA DELLA CONGREGAZIONE PER L'EVANGELIZZAZIONE DEIPOPOLI





FIDES New Service – 30 April 2008

FIDES SPECIAL FEATURE

Instrumentum mensis Aprilis 

pro lectura Magisterii Summi Pontificis Benedicti XVI pro evangelizatione in terris missionum

Annus IV – Numerus IV, Aprilis A.D. MMVIII

On 2nd  April the Holy Father Benedict XVI presided Mass on the third anniversary of the death of his predecessor, Pope John Paul II“ his death,– Benedict said in his homily–  was sealed by a life entirely given to Christ and even physically conformed to him with features of suffering and trusting abandonment in the Heavenly Father's arms”. On April 5th, receiving in audience participants at an International Conference promoted by the John Paul II Pontifical Institute, and then participants at the Plenary Assembly of the Pontifical Council for the Family, Benedict reaffirmed the Church's duty to approach with “ maternal concern” those suffering from the wounds of divorce or abortion and to encourage and join efforts undertaken by parish and diocesan communities, and church movements and associations, “ to join forces to defeat together all forms of marginalization, for it is not only they - grandfathers, grandmothers, senior citizens - who are being injured by the individualistic mindset, but everyone. ”. In his Message for the World Day of Prayer for Vocations, calling for prayers, the Holy Father, ha recalled the special and intimate bond between the missionary dimension and the priestly vocation. 

The month of April was marked by the apostolic journey to the United States of America, from the 15th to the 20th , introduced with a Message to the Catholics and the people of the United States. On 16th  April, his eightieth birthday, the Holy Father was welcomed by the President of the United States of America, George W. Bush, at a ceremony held at the White House. That same evening he presided the Celebration of Vespers at the National Shrine of the Immaculate Conception and had a meeting with the Catholic Bishops of the United States. In a meeting with representatives of other religions the Pope recalled that the " The broader purpose of dialogue is to discover the truth. What is the origin and destiny of mankind? What are good and evil? What awaits us at the end of our earthly existence?". On 18 April there was the awaited visit to the General Assembly of the United Nations Organisation, where Pope Benedict XVI spoke of the truth of natural moral law inscribed in every human heart. The same day he met representatives of the Jewish community at Park East Synagogue. At the end of his visit, on 20 April the Pope presided Mass at New York's Yankee Stadium. At the end of the month, on the 6th Sunday of Easter, 27 April the Pope presided Mass in St Peter's Basilica during which he ordained 29 new priests, 28 of whom will serve the diocese of Rome. On the same day following the recitation of the midday Regina Cæli prayer, the Pope made an appeal for Africa, especially for Somalia, Darfur and Burundi.

SYNTHESIS INTERVENTUUM

2 April 2008 – Requiem Mass on third anniversary of the death of the Supreme Pontiff John Paul II 
5 April 2008 – Audience to participants at an International  Conference promoted by the Pontifical John Paul II Institute for Studies on Marriage and the Family
5 April  2008 – Audience with participants at Plenary Assembly of the Pontifical Council for the Family
6 April 2008 – Telegramme of condolence for Syro-Orthodox priest murdered in Baghdad
6 April 2008 – Regina Caeli

7 April 2008 – Liturgy of the Word at the Basilica of San Bartolomeo on the Tiber Island 

8 April 2008 – Message to the Catholics and the people of the United States on the occasion of his Apostolic Visit 
9 April 2008 – General Audience

9 April 2008 – Message for World Day of Prayer for Vocations 

11 April 2008 – Message to participants at International Study Seminar organised by the Pontifical Council for Justice and Peace 

13 April 2008 – Regina Caeli

15 April 2008 – The Pope in the United States – Meeting with journalists during in flight 

16 April 2008 – The Pope in the United States – Welcome Ceremony

16 April 2008 – The Pope in the United States – Vespers with the Catholic Bishops of the United States

17 April 2008 – The Pope in the United States – Meeting with Representatives of other religions

17 April 2008 – The Pope in the United States – Visit to the Catholic University of America

17 April 2008 – The Pope in the United States – Mass at Washington National Stadium 

18 April 2008 – The Pope in the United States – Visit to the United Nations Organisation  

18 April 2008 – The Pope in the United States – Meeting with the Jewish Community 

19 April 2008 – The Pope in the United States – Mass at Saint Patrick's Cathedral 
19 April 2008 – The Pope in the United States – Visit to Saint Joseph's Seminary

20 April 2008 – The Pope in the United States – Visit to Ground Zero.

20 April 2008 – The Pope in the United States – Mass at Yankee Stadium New York

23 April 2008 – Funeral Mass for Cardinal Alfonso López Trujillo

24 April 2008 – Audience with Bishops of the Caucasus on Ad Limina Visit

27 aprile 2008 – Holy Father's Letter to Cardinal Ivan Dias

27 April 2008 – Holy Mass with Priestly Ordinations 

27 April 2008 – Regina Caeli 

30 April 2008 – General Audience 

VERBA PONTIFICIS

Culture

Dialogue

Natural Law 

Ecumenism

Family

Martyrdom 

Priestly Ordination

Peace

Priesthood

Society 

Development

Tradition

QUAESTIONES

Political Crisis - AFRICA/ZIMBABWE - “We ask that a international mediator of the stature of Kofi Annan intervene in the Zimbabwean crisis”: appeal from Bishops of Southern Africa

Food Crisis – Food Crisis - AFRICA - Faced with the “alimentary tsunami” that threatens the world, “handouts” are not enough - a worldwide plan is needed to give a boost to agriculture in Africa and other underprivileged areas

Evangelisation – ASIA/CHINA - “How sweet is the path of evangelisation ”: Evangelisation Seminar 2008, Fu Cheng parish, Heng Shui diocese 

Evangelisation - AFRICA/KENYA - A new era in the evangelization of Africa with the publication of the new Catechism of the Catholic Church, edited by the Kenyan Bishops’ Conference

John Paul II –ASIA/CHINA - The prominent Chinese periodical “Nan Fang Weekly” publishes an article by a learned Chinese man recalling John Paul II on the third anniversary of his death

Mission - AMERICA/PERU - Great Mission of Lima begins “to help all people to find and nurture a vital relationship with Christ, our hope.”

Mission - ASIA/INDIA - “Catholics are victims of attacks that try to destabilize the Church’s presence in India”: statement from Cardinal Oswald Gracias

Pontifical Mission Socieites –OCEANIA/NEW ZEALAND - The PMS in New Zealand help the Church in Papua New Guinea 

Pontifical Mission Socieites - AMERICA/UNITED STATES - The Pontifical Mission Societies launch celebration of the U.S. Church’s 100th anniversary of “missionary independence”

Missionaries killed – AFRICA - Holy Father mourns two missionaries killed in Kenya and Guinea 

Life - AMERICA/CHILE - Distribution of the “morning after pill” is outlawed in public health centers, after a long court battle: this “reaffirms the Law in recognizing that our justice system protects life.”
Life - AMERICA/MEXICO - The Church in Mexico reaffirms its “yes” to life, “that cannot and should not be trampled by laws that threaten or destroy it””

Vocations - ASIA/CHINA - Day of Prayer for Vocations celebrated with deep fervour in the whole Chinese Catholic community, especially at the 10 major seminaries

Vocations - ASIA/MALAYSIA - Experience of youth and vocation pastoral in the diocese of Kuchin
Vocations - VATICAN - World Day of Prayer for Vocations - Increase in vocations to the priesthood and consecrated life in Africa and Asia, while other continents observe decrease

Super quaestiones

VATICAN - THE WORDS OF DOCTRINE by Rev Nicola Bux and Rev Salvatore Vitiello - The urgency of ethics, the silence of politics

VATICAN - Communique from the Press Office of the Holy See on the publication of the new "Oremus et pro Iudaeis"

ASIA/MONGOLIA - “The proclamation of Christ returned to Mongolia 15 years ago, but the Lord has always been with the Mongol people who today receive the Gospel with faith and hope.” -
VATICAN - AVE MARIA by Mgr Luciano Alimandi - Jesus calls us by name

VATICAN - Rev Nicola Bux: Orthodox Easter

VATICAN - “You heard it said, but I say to you …” - intervention by Prof. Michele Lo console: from the synagogue of New York a fresh start for Christian-Jewish dialogue

ASIA/INDIA - The mission among the tribes in northeastern India, the Church offers the valuable service of education. Testimony from two Bishops to Agenzia Fides.

VATICAN - THE WORDS OF DOCTRINE by Rev Nicola Bux and Rev Salvatore Vitiello - The infallibility of the Pope in the Church
________________________________________________________________________________
SYNTHESIS INTERVENTUUM

2 April 2008 – Requiem Mass on the 3rd anniversary of the death of John Paul II
VATICAN - Benedict XVI on the 3rd anniversary of the death of John Paul II: “Let us thank the Lord for giving the Church this faithful and courageous servant... May the Church, following his teaching and his example, continue faithfully and without compromise her evangelising mission ”

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) - “The date of April 2nd remains impressed on the memory of the Church as the day that the servant of God Pope John Paul II departed from this world … and today too, just as three years ago, not much time has passed since Easter. The heart of the Church is still profoundly immersed in the mystery of the Lord's resurrection. Truly we can see the whole life of my beloved Predecessor, especially his Petrine ministry, under the banner of the Risen Christ”. With these words the Holy Father Pope Benedict XVI began his homily during the Mass celebrated this morning with the Cardinals on the 3rd anniversary of the death of the Servant of God, Supreme Pontiff, John Paul II.
During the Mass celebrated in St Peter's Square, the Holy Father recalled that one of Pope John Paul II's many human and supernatural qualities was “exceptional spiritual and mystical sensitivity. It was enough to watch him as he prayed: he literally immersed himself in God and at that moment seemed oblivious of everything else … Holy Mass, as he so often said, was for him the centre of every day and of his whole life”. John Paul II died on the eve of the second Sunday of Easter the Pope recalled, and his pontificate as a whole and in countless specific moments, “appears to us as a sign and a witness of the Resurrection of Christ. The paschal dynamism which rendered the life of John Paul II a total response to the call of the Lord, could not express itself without participation in the suffering and death of the divine Master and Redeemer”. In fact, since his childhood Karol Wojtyla had encountered the cross in his family and in his fellow countrymen and women. “He decided early in life to carry it together with Jesus, following in His footsteps- said Benedict XVI - . He wished to be his faithful servant, accepting the call to the priesthood as a gift and a commitment for life. With Him he lived, and with Him he wished also to die. And all this through the most singular mediation of Most Holy Mary, Mother of the Church, Mother of the Redeemer, intimately and effectively associated with the salvific mystery of His death and resurrection.”
Reflecting on the scripture readings of the Mass, and especially the words of the angel of the resurrection who said to the women who had come to the empty tomb "Do not be afraid!", Benedict XVI said “these words became a sort of motto on the lips of Pope John Paul II, from the solemn beginning of his Petrine ministry. He repeated them many times to the Church and to humanity on the way towards the year 2000, and then, though that historic threshold and onwards to the dawn of the third millennium … His ‘Do not be afraid' was founded not on human strength, or successes obtained, but simply on the Word of God, on the Cross and Resurrection of Christ … As it happened with Jesus, so also for John Paul II in the end, words gave way to the extreme sacrifice, the gift of self. And death was the seal of an entire existence given to Christ, conformed to Him also physically in the traits of suffering and trusting self-abandonment in the arms of the heavenly Father”.
The Holy Father greeted especially people who had come to Rome for the First World Congress of Divine Mercy which will reflect on John Paul II's rich Magisterium on this subject. “He wished the message of God's merciful love to reach all men and women and he encouraged the faithful to be witnesses of this mercy … The Servant of God John Paul II experienced personally the terrible tragedies of the 20th century, and for a long time he asked himself what could heal the ocean of evil. The answer could only be found in God's love. Only Divine Mercy can put an end to evil; only God's almighty love can defeat the arrogance of the wicked and the destructive power of selfishness and hate”.
Benedict XVI concluded his homily with these words: “Let us thank the Lord for giving the Church this faithful and courageous servant. We praise and we bless the Blessed Vurgin Mary for watching unceasingly over his person and his ministry, for the benefit of the Christian people and the whole of humanity. And as we offer for his chosen soul the redeeming Sacrifice, we ask him to continue to intercede from Heaven for each of us, and for myself in particular, whom Providence has called to pick up his inestimable spiritual heritage. May the Church, following his teaching and his example, continue faithfully and without compromise her evangelising mission, tirelessly spreading the merciful love of Christ, the source of true peace for the whole world”. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 2/4/2008; righe 53, parole 781)

5 April 2008 – Audience to participants at an International  Conference promoted by the Pontifical John Paul II Institute for Studies on Marriage and the Family 

VATICAN - Benedict XVI: “The Church has the primary duty of approaching these persons with love and delicacy, with maternal care and attention, to announce the merciful nearness of God in Jesus Christ” to all those wounded by divorce and abortion

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) - “Divorce and abortion are decisions that are sometimes undertaken in difficult circumstances, they often bring trauma and are causes of deep suffering for those who make them.” These were the words of the Holy Father Benedict XVI during an audience held on April 5 with participants from the International Congress organized by the Pontifical John Paul II Institute for Studies on Marriage and the Family and the Knights of Columbus entitled, “Oil on the Wounds: A Response to the Aftermath of Abortion and Divorce.”
The Pope was glad to see the reference made to the parable of the Good Samaritan that was chosen be the Congress’ organizers as the model in treating “the wounds of abortion and divorce that cause great suffering in the lives of individuals, families, and society.” The Holy Father also pointed out that “men and women nowadays often find themselves wounded and naked along the roads of life. Oftentimes, there is no one to hear their call for help and come to accompany them in their suffering, to console them and heal them. In the midst of an oftentimes purely ideological debate, a sort of taboo is created towards them. Only in the attitude of merciful love can we draw near and bring succor and allow the victims to stand up and return to the journey of existence.”
In his address, Benedict XVI said that “the ethical stance of the Church on divorce and abortion is clear and known by all: they are grave sins that, in various degrees and keeping in mind the judgements of subjective responsibilities, wound the dignity of the human person, imply a profound injustice in human and social relationships, and that offend God Himself who is the guarantor of the marriage covenant and author of life. However, the Church, following the example of her divine Master, always deals with concrete persons, above all those who are most weak and innocent, who are victims of injustices and sins, and also those other men and women, who, having done such things, are marked by sin and carry interior wounds, and seek peace and the possibility of recovery.”
It is precisely towards these persons that “the Church has the primary duty of approaching these persons with love and delicacy, with maternal care and attention, to announce the merciful nearness of God in Jesus Christ,” the Pope emphasized, recalling that according to the Church Fathers, Christ Himself, “the true Good Samaritan, who has become our neighbor, who pours oil and wine on our wounds and who brings us to the inn, the Church, in which he cares for us, entrusting us to her ministers and paying in person beforehand for our healing.” He also mentioned “the gospel of life and of love that is also the gospel of mercy, offered to every man, sinners as we are, in order to pick us up from our every fall and in order to heal our every wound.” In starting from God’s mercy, the Church “fosters an immense confidence in man and in his capacity to once again get back up on his feet. She knows that, with the help of grace, human freedom is capable of the definitive and faithful gift of self, that makes the marriage of a man and a woman possible as an indissoluble pact, that even in the most difficult circumstances human freedom is capable of extraordinary acts of sacrifice and solidarity to welcome the life of a new human being. Thus, we can see that the Church’s ‘no’ in her moral guidelines and that are often presented to the public eye in an unilateral form, are really a great ‘yes’ to the dignity of the human person, his life, and his capacity to love.” Making reference to some of the reflections made during the Congress, the Pope recalled “the sufferings, sometimes traumatizing, that affect the so-called ‘children of divorce,’ that can even make their path in life much more difficult,” and he called for a special “support and pastoral attention” so that the children “may not be innocent victims of the conflicts between divorced parents.”
The drama of deliberate abortion “leaves deep wounds...in the women who have an abortion and the people involved and produces devastating effects on the family and society, as well as for the materialist mentality characterized by a lack of respect for life and favors abortion.” In regards to this situation, Benedict XVI quoted the encyclical Evangelium vitae that exhorts women who have had abortions not to be overcome by despair and not to loose hope, but instead reach an understanding of what has occurred and interpret it in all its truth (cf. no. 99). Lastly, Benedict XVI showed his appreciation for all the pastoral and social initiatives “dedicated to the reconciliation and care of those wounded by the drama of abortion and divorce,” and affirmed that, along with many other forms of commitment, “they are essential elements for the building of the civilization of love that today more than ever is in need of humanity.” (SL) (Agenzia Fides 8/4/2008; righe 62, parole 842)

5 April  2008 – Audience with participants at Plenary Assembly of the Pontifical Council for the Family 

VATICAN - Benedict XVI tells Pontifical Council for the Family: “May grandparents return to being a living presence in the family, in the Church and in society.”

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) - “May grandparents return to being a living presence in the family, in the Church and in society. In regards to the family, grandparents continue to be witnesses of unity, values founded on fidelity to a single love that generates faith and joy in living. The so-called new models of the family and widespread relativism threaten the fundamental values of the family nucleus...In the face of this crisis of the family, shouldn’t we once again return to the presence and testimony of the grandparents who can offer a greater strength of values and ideas?” These were the words of the Holy Father Benedict XVI to participants of the Plenary Assembly of the Pontifical Council for the Family, whose theme was: “Grandparents: Their Witness and Presence in the Family” and who were received in an audience April 5, at the close of their Assembly. The Pope, first of all, thanked the Pontifical Council for the Family for having chosen as their theme his own words spoken in the World Meeting of Families in Valencia. He then mentioned how the topic in question must be a very familiar one to all: “Who doesn’t remember their grandparents? Who can forget their presence and testimony in the home? How many of us bear their same names in a sign of their continuity and recognition!...They have given of themselves for us, they have made sacrifices for us, and in some cases, they have even laid down their own lives.” The Holy Father later mentioned that “the Church has always had a special regard for grandparents, recognizing the great worth they hold in the human and social landscape, as well as in the religious and spiritual realm,” repeating quotes from addresses given by Paul VI and the Letter to the Elderly by John Paul II, that even today “retain their pertinence for the current human, social, and cultural situation.” Taking up the theme of the Plenary Assembly, Benedict XVI pointed out that “in the past, grandparents played an important role in the life and growth of the family. Even at an elderly age, they continued to be present in the lives of their children, grandchildren, and even great-grandchildren, offering a vital testimony of care, sacrifice, and daily self-donation without limits.” Today, however, “the elderly, among whom there are many grandparents, find themselves in a kind of ‘parking lot’: Some feel themselves as a burden on the family and prefer to live alone or in nursing homes, with all the consequences that these choices have. Unfortunately, the culture of death seems to be advancing, threatening even the older generations. With growing insistence one arrives at proposing euthanasia as a solution for resolving certain difficult situations.”  “Old age, with its problems that are also linked to new familial and social contexts on account of modern developments, must be evaluated with care and always in light of the truth about man, the family and the community,” in response to all that tries to dehumanize society, the Pope said. The Holy Father encourages the parish communities, diocese, associations, and ecclesial movements to unite their efforts “to defeat together every marginalization because not only are grandfathers, grandmothers, and the elderly in general overwhelmed by the individualistic mentality, but everyone. If grandparents constitute a precious resource, as is often said and from many quarters, then consistent choices must be made that permit this resource to be properly valued.”
At the close of his address, the Pope encouraged those present to look towards the 4th World Meeting of Families that will be celebrated in January 2009, in Mexico City, expressing his gratitude to Cardinal Norberto Rivera Carrera, Archbishop of Mexico, “for all that he has already done during these months of preparation, together with his collaborators,” and asked that “ecclesial communities, especially family groups, movements and associations, prepare themselves spiritually for this event of grace.” (SL) (Agenzia Fides 7/4/2008 righe 50, parole 645)

6 April 2008 – Telegramme of condolence for Syro-Orthodox priest murdered in Baghdad 

VATICAN - Holy Father sends condolences for Syro-Orthodox priest murdered in Baghdad

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) - On Saturday, April 5, Syro-Orthodox Father Youssef Adel Abudi was murdered in Baghdad. The Holy Father Benedict XVI, through the Apostolic Nunciature in Iraq, sent Mar Saverius Jamil Hawa, the Syro-Orthodox Archbishop of Baghdad, a telegram signed by Secretary of State, Cardinal Tarcisio Bertone. The Pope said he was “profoundly saddened” by the tragic death of the priest and in expressing his condolences, he assured of his nearness in prayer. “Entrusting the soul of this devoted servant to the infinite mercy of God, His Holiness prays that the whole nation follow the ways of peace to build a just and tolerant society in the beloved land of Iraq.” (SL) (Agenzia Fides 7/4/2008 righe 9, parole 112)

6 April 2008 – Regina Caeli

VATICAN - The Pope at the Regina Caeli: “every Christian and every community, reliving the experience of the disciples of Emmaus, rediscovers the grace of the transforming encounter with the Risen Lord.”

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) - On Sunday, April 6, in his brief address before the recitation of the Regina Caeli with faithful gathered in Saint Peter’s Square, the Holy Father Benedict XVI reflected on the gospel passage of the Third Sunday of Easter.
The Gospel tells of the two disciples of Emmaus who meet the Risen Lord. “The story is told of two disciples of Christ who, on the day after the Sabbath, that is, the third day after Jesus’ death, sad and dejected, leave Jerusalem and set out for nearby village called, precisely, Emmaus. Along the road, the risen Jesus comes and walks beside them but they do not recognize him. Seeing that they were disheartened, he explained, on the basis of the Scriptures, that the Messiah had to suffer and die to enter into his glory. Having entered into the house with them, he sat down at table with them, blessed the bread and broke it, and at that point they recognized him, but he disappeared from their sight, leaving them full of wonder before the broken bread, new sign of his presence. And immediately the two returned to Jerusalem and told the other disciples what happened.”
In his explanation of the passage, Benedict XVI pointed out that the town of Emmaus has never been identified with certainty and that this leads us to believe that “in reality Emmaus represents every place: The road that leads there is the journey of every Christian, indeed, of every man. Along our roads the risen Jesus is our companion on the journey, to rekindle in our hearts the warmth of faith and hope and the breaking of the bread of eternal life.” The Pope also spoke of the “drama” of the disciples of Emmaus. One of them even says, “We hoped...” “This past tense verb says everything,” said the Pope. “We believed, we followed, we hoped, but now it is all over. Even Jesus of Nazareth, who had shown himself to be a powerful prophet in deeds and words, failed, and we are disappointed. This drama of the disciples of Emmaus is as a mirror of the situation of many Christians of our time. It seems that the hope of faith has failed. Faith itself enters into crisis because of negative experiences that make us feel like we are abandoned by the Lord. But this road to Emmaus on which we travel can become a way of purification and maturation of our believing in God.” 
The Pope reminded the faithful that “even today we can enter into conversation with Jesus listening to his word. Even today he breaks the bread for us and gives himself as our bread.” At the close of his address, Benedict XVI added that the Gospel account of the disciples on the road to Emmaus “contains the structure of the Mass: In the first part the hearing of the word through the sacred Scriptures; in the second the Eucharistic liturgy and communion with Christ present in the sacrament of his Body and his Blood.” He then invoked the intercession of the Most Holy Virgin Mary, asking “that every Christian and every community, reliving the experience of the disciples of Emmaus, rediscovers the grace of the transforming encounter with the Risen Lord.” (SL) (Agenzia Fides 7/4/2008 righe 39, parole 543)
7 April -  Liturgy of the Word at the Basilica di san Bartholomew on Tiber Island

VATICAN - The Pope visits the Basilica of Saint Bartholomew for “a pilgrimage in memory of the martyrs of the 20th century”

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) - “Apparently it would seem that violence, totalitarianisms, persecution and blind brutality show themselves to be stronger, silencing the voice of the witnesses of the faith, who can seem humanly as failures in history. But the risen Jesus enlightens their testimony and we can thus understand the meaning of martyrdom.” This was part of the homily given by the Holy Father Benedict XVI in the Liturgy of the Word he presided on the afternoon of April 7th in the Basilica of St. Bartholomew on Tiber Island, in commemoration of the 40th anniversary of the Community of St. Egidio. As the Pontiff himself explained, it was “a pilgrimage in memory of the martyrs of the 20th century , the countless number of men and women who have shed their blood for the Lord in that century,” and who are now honored in the church that John Paul II designated to be “site for the memory of the martyrs of the 20th century” and that he entrusted to the care of the Community of St. Egidio. 
“In this place that is full of memories,” the Pope said in his homily, “we ask ourselves: Why didn't these brother martyrs try to save at all costs the irreplaceable good of life? Why did they continue to serve the Church despite threats and intimidations? In this basilica that holds the relics of the apostle Bartholomew and the remains of St. Adalberto, we hear resonate the eloquent testimonies of so many who, not only throughout the 20th century but since the dawn of the Church, have given their lives for Christ in martyrdom.” Quoting the Book of Revelation, the Holy Father explained that following the example of Christ, who shed His Blood for us, the martyrs also “have shed their blood and have been purified in love: in the love of Christ that has also enabled them to sacrifice their lives for love. Jesus said, ‘No one has greater love than this, to lay down one's life for one's friends’ (Jn. 15:13). Every testimony of faith lives this ‘greater love’ and, following the example of the divine Master, is prepared to sacrifice his life for the Kingdom.”
The six altars inside the basilica recall “the Christians killed in violence of totalitarian Communist regimes, Nazism, and the victims in America, Asia and Oceania, Spain and Mexico, and Africa,” the Pope also mentioned. “Many were killed while they carried out their mission of evangelization in the Church: their blood has been united to that of the first Christians. Others, were murdered in an act of hatred against the faith. Many others gave their lives so as not to abandon the needy, the poor, the faithful that had been entrusted to them, without fear of the threats and dangers this implied. They are Bishops, priests, men and women of religious orders, and lay faithful. There are so many of them!.” Benedict XVI also made reference to the words of Servant of God John Paul II who, in an ecumenical celebration held in honor of the new martyrs, on May 7, 2000 at the Coliseum, said, “These brothers and sisters in the faith are a type of grand image of Christian humanity in the 20th century, an image of the Beatitudes, lived to the point of shedding blood.”
“Apparently it would seem that violence, totalitarianisms, persecution and blind brutality show themselves to be stronger, silencing the voice of the witnesses of the faith, who can seem humanly as failures in history. But the risen Jesus enlightens their testimony and we can thus understand the meaning of martyrdom. In failure, in the humiliation of so many who suffer for the cause of the Gospel, a force is acting that the world does not recognize. It is the force of love, unarmed and victorious, even in apparent defeat. It is the force that challenges and overcomes death.”
Concluding his homily, the Holy Father pointed out that “Also this 21st century has begun under the sign of martyrdom. When Christians are truly yeast, light, and salt of the earth, like Jesus, they become targets for persecution. Like Him, they become ‘signs of contradiction.’ Fraternal coexistence, love, faith, options in favor of the littlest and poorest, which characterize the existence of the Christian community, sometimes incite a violent loathing. How helpful it is to see the splendorous example of those who have preceded us with the sign of a heroic fidelity to the point of martyrdom!”
Lastly, the Holy Father asked the members of the Community of Sant’Egidio to imitate these heroes of the faith in their courage and perseverance in serving the Gospel, especially among the poor: “Be builders of peace and reconciliation among those who are opposed. Nourish your faith with listening to and meditating on the word of God, with daily prayer, with active participation in the Holy Mass. Authentic friendship with Christ will be the source of your love. Sustained by His Spirit, you will be able to contribute to the building of a more fraternal world.” (SL) (Agenzia Fides 8/4/2008; righe 61, parole 840)

8 aprile 2008 – Message to Catholics and people of the United States on the occasion of the apostolic visit 

VATICAN - Message of Benedict XVI - “I shall come to United States of America as Pope for the first time, to proclaim this great truth: Jesus Christ is hope for men and women of every language, race, culture and social condition.”

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) - In just a few days from now, I shall begin my apostolic visit to your beloved country. Before setting off, I would like to offer you a heartfelt greeting and an invitation to prayer. As you know, I shall only be able to visit two cities: Washington and New York. The intention behind my visit, though, is to reach out spiritually to all Catholics in the United States. At the same time, I earnestly hope that my presence among you will be seen as a fraternal gesture towards every ecclesial community, and a sign of friendship for members of other religious traditions and all men and women of good will.”
After expressing his gratitude towards the many people who are working to make his visit a success, the Holy Father offered particular words of gratitude towards all those who are preparing with their prayer, since “prayer is the most important element of all” and he said, “without the power of prayer, without that intimate union with the Lord, our human endeavours would achieve very little.”
In the video-message, Pope Benedict XVI spoke on the theme chosen for his apostolic trip: “Christ our hope,” saying, “Following in the footsteps of my venerable predecessors, Paul VI and John Paul II, I shall come to United States of America as Pope for the first time, to proclaim this great truth: Jesus Christ is hope for men and women of every language, race, culture and social condition. Yes, Christ is the face of God present among us. Through him, our lives reach fullness, and together, both as individuals and peoples, we can become a family united by fraternal love, according to the eternal plan of God the Father.” 
The Holy Father later stated that he will “also bring the message of Christian hope to the great Assembly of the United Nations, to the representatives of all the peoples of the world. Indeed, the world has greater need of hope than ever: hope for peace, for justice, and for freedom, but this hope can never be fulfilled without obedience to the law of God, which Christ brought to fulfilment in the commandment to love one another.”
Lastly, Benedict XVI, speaking in Spanish, offered a special greeting to the Spanish-speaking Catholics, showing his spiritual closeness, “especially towards the youth, the sick, the elderly, and all those who are experiencing difficulties or who are most in need.” (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 9/4/2008; righe 31, parole 405)
9 April 2008 – General Audience

VATICAN - The Pope in the General Audience speaks of Saint Benedict, “the great monk continues to be an authentic master in whose school we can learn the art of living an authentic humanism.”

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) - “Today I wanted to speak about Saint Benedict, founder of Western monasticism and the patron of my pontificate”: with these words, the Holy Father Benedict XVI began his catechesis during the General Audience on Wednesday, April 9, in St. Peter’s Square. “In his life and work, Saint Benedict of Nursia had a fundamental influence on the development of European culture and civilization,” the Pope pointed out, recalling that “the most important biographical source on his life is the second book of Dialogues by Saint Gregory the Great. It is not a biographical work in the classic sense of the term. In accord with the ideas of his time, he wished to offer the model of a man who ascends into the heights of contemplation, reached by those who abandon themselves to God.”
In Saint Benedict’s time, “the world was in turmoil from a great crisis in values and institutions, caused by the fall of the Roman Empire, the invasions of other peoples, and for the decadence of the culture.” The Saint’s work and Rule, especially, are bearers of a “genuine spiritual turmoil” that, following the collapse of the political unity created by the Roman Empire, gave way to a new spiritual and cultural unity, “that of Christian faith, shared among the people of the Continent. This is how the Europe we know today was born.” 
Saint Benedict was born around the year 480 AD, in the region of Nursia. His parents sent him to study in Rome. However, appalled by the lifestyle of many of his companions who lived in a disorderly manner, Benedict went to take retreat in the solitude of the mountains east of Rome, without having completed his studies. He lived in complete solitude in Subiaco for three years in a cave that, since the Middle Ages, has formed the “heart” of the Benedictine monastery “Sacro Speco.” “His time spent in Subiaco, a time of solitude with God, was for Benedict a great moment of growth in maturity,” the Pope said, recalling that it was there that Benedict endured and overcame “the three main temptations of every human being: the temptation to self-assertion and of making oneself the center; the temptation to sensuality; and lastly, the temptation to anger and revenge.” In 529, Benedict left Subiaco to live in Montecassino, a “height that dominates the surrounding plains and is visible from a distance.” This was a symbolic decision on the saint's part, because “monastic life has its raison d'etre in withdrawal and concealment, but a monastery also has a public role in the life of the Church and of society: it must offer the visibility of the faith as the strength for life.” On March 21, 547, Benedict concluded his earthly life. 
With frequent references to Saint Gregory the Great, the Pope recalled that Saint Benedict’s life was “immersed in an atmosphere of prayer, the main foundation of his existence. Without prayer there is no experience of God.” However, “Benedict's spirituality was not an interior life divorced from reality. In the disquiet and confusion of his time, he lived under the gaze of God and with his own gaze fixed upon God, though without losing sight of his daily duties and the concrete needs of mankind. In his contemplation of God, he understood the reality of man and his mission.” In his Rule, in fact, he emphasizes the fact that, “prayer is primarily an act of listening that should later be translated into concrete action...In this way, the life of a monk becomes a fruitful harmony action and contemplation...The first and foremost commitment of a disciple of Saint Benedict is the sincere search for God (on the path marked by Christ, humble and obedient), with the unconditional love that, in service of others, transforms him into a man of service and peace.”
Benedict also describes the figure of the abbot in his Rule. The abbot “must be both a caring father and severe master, a true educator. He must resist all vices, and yet, he is called to imitate above all the tender compassion of the Good Shepherd...In order to make decisions with responsibility, the abbot must also listen to “the brothers’ counsel.” 
Concluding the catechesis, the Holy Father said that the Benedictine Rule “not only offers useful indications for monks, but also for those in search of a guide on their journey towards God. Due to its moderation, humanity, and wise discernment between what is essential and what is secondary in the spiritual life, it has maintained its illuminating power up to today.” 
Saint Benedict was declared Patron of Europe by Pope Paul VI, in recognition of “the amazing work performed by the saint through his Rule, in forming European culture and civilization. Today, Europe has just finished a century that was left deeply scarred by two World Wars and the fall of great ideologies that showed themselves to be tragic utopias, and it finds itself in search of its own identity. In order to create a new and lasting unity, political, economic and juridical measures are necessary, but it is also necessary to generate an ethical and spiritual renewal which draws on the continent's Christian roots. Otherwise, it will be impossible to rebuild Europe.” In search of true progress, the Pope encouraged the faithful to take up the Rule of St. Benedict today, “as a light on our path,” as “the great monk continues to be an authentic master in whose school we can learn the art of living an authentic humanism.” (SL) (Agenzia Fides 10/4/2008; righe 68, parole 921)
9 April 2008 – Message for World Day of Prayer for Vocations

VATICAN - World Day of Prayer for Vocations: Message from Benedict XVI: the “missionary dimension is associated in a special and intimate way with the priestly vocation.”

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) - “Vocations at the service of the Church on mission” is the theme that was chosen by the Holy Father Benedict XVI for the World Day of Prayer for Vocations that will be celebrated on April 13, 2008, Fourth Sunday of Easter, also known as “Good Shepherd Sunday.” In his Message on the occasion, the Pope recalled the fact that “The Church is missionary in herself and in each one of her members. Through the sacraments of Baptism and Confirmation, every Christian is called to bear witness and to announce the Gospel, but this missionary dimension is associated in a special and intimate way with the priestly vocation.” The Holy Father continues, saying: “Among those totally dedicated to the service of the Gospel, are priests, called to preach the word of God, administer the sacraments, especially the Eucharist and Reconciliation, committed to helping the lowly, the sick, the suffering, the poor, and those who experience hardship in areas of the world where there are, at times, many who still have not had a real encounter with Jesus Christ. Missionaries announce for the first time to these people Christ’s redemptive love.” In his Message, the Pope notes that vocations to the ministerial priesthood and to the consecrated life only flourish “in a spiritual soil that is well cultivated,” and he adds, “The Church prays everyday to the Holy Spirit for the gift of vocations. Gathered around the Virgin Mary, Queen of the Apostles, as in the beginning, the ecclesial community learns from her how to implore the Lord for a flowering of new apostles, alive with the faith and love that are necessary for the mission.” (SL) (Agenzia Fides 11/4/2008; righe 20, parole 278)
11 April 2008 – Message to the participants of the International Seminar organized by the Pontifical Council for Justice and Peace 
VATICAN - Pope’s Message: “Only in the search for a holistic and firm humanism, in which the question of disarmament has a natural and spiritual ethic, will mankind be able to reach a true and lasting peace.”
Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) - “Mankind has made considerable progress in science and technology. The human genius has produced fruits that were unimaginable just decades ago. And yet, there are still parts of the world that have not reached an adequate level of human and material development; many people and nations are deprived of their most basic rights and freedoms...the number of people marginalized and in misery appears to be on the rise. Although the world’s process of globalization has opened new horizons, this does not imply that it has obtained the expected results.” These were the opening words of the Holy Father Benedict XVI in his Message to the participants of the International Seminar organized by the Pontifical Council for Justice and Peace on the theme of: “Disarmament, development, and peace: perspectives for holistic disarmament.” 
Explaining the current relevance of the argument in question, the Pope noted that “today the international community seems to have gone astray. In various parts of the world, tensions and war persist. Even those who do not live in war-torn nations are filled with sentiments of fear and insecurity. As well, violence such as terrorism, that is becoming more widespread on a worldly scale, weakens the barriers between peace and war, seriously placing in jeopardy the hope for the future of mankind.” In response to this challenge, there is certainly a need for common action on a political, economic, and juridical level. However, above all, the Pope insists, “a mutual reflection on a moral and spiritual level is needed; there is an ever-more urgent and apparent need to promote a ‘new humanism,’ that enlightens man in the understanding of himself and in the meaning of his own path in history.” Development, therefore, should not be reduced to mere economic progress, but instead should encompass the moral and spiritual dimensions, seeing as “an authentic holistic humanism that is both firm and supportive is one of the highest expressions of the human spirit... Man, therefore, when he works to obtain only material goods and remains enclosed in himself, he cuts himself off from the way that leads to fullness of life and true happiness.” 
In his Message, the Pope explained the interdependence among the three topics in the Seminar: disarmament, development, and peace. “An authentic and lasting peace that excludes the development of each person and nation is inconceivable...Nor is a disarmament possible, if violence is not uprooted - that is, if man does not decide to work for peace, what is good, and what is just. War, like all forms of evil, finds its origin in man’s heart. In this sense, disarmament does not only refer to the arms of governments, but rather it implies every, called to disarm his own heart and to become a peacemaker in every circumstance.” Recognizing the right to legitimate defense as an unalienable right of a nation, the Pope emphasized that this “does not legitimize all kinds of armament,” because “every nation should posses only the arms necessary for assuring its own legitimate defense,” otherwise the arms, “instead of ensuring peace, present the risk of becoming a tragic preparation for war.” 
Making reference to the close relationship between disarmament and development, the Pope explained that “the immense quantity of human and material resources spent on militaries and their armament is often a diversion from the paths of nations’ progress, especially in areas where there is most poverty and need.” In spite of the many conflicts of the past, today the manufacturing and selling of arms is constantly increasing and becoming a driving force in civil and military economy. Therefore, the Pope renews his appeal “that the nations may reduce military spending on arms and seriously take into consideration the thought of creating a worldwide fund in support of the peaceful progress of nations.” 
Returning to the themes of development and peace, Benedict XVI recalled that wars can arise from “grave violations of human rights, injustice, and misery,” however we must not ignore the risk of wars “caused by the desire to expand or conserve economic dominion at the expense of others,” calling them “welfare wars.” Man can even reach the point of killing his brother simply in the name of material comfort and welfare, if he lacks “a coherent moral and spiritual development.” The Pope stressed the urgency of “a firm decision on behalf of the international community in favor of peace,” on an economic and juridical level. “A full-fledged effort is needed against the proliferation of small-scale arms and rifles that foster local fighting and street violence, and claim the lives of so many people every day throughout the world.”
Therefore, there is a primary need for “a conversion of man towards the good on a cultural, moral, and spiritual level. Every man, in whatever circumstance he finds himself, is called to convert to the good and work for peace, in his own heart, with his neighbor, and in the world.” Recalling the teachings of his Predecessors, Benedict XVI recalled that “peace is a gift from God, a precious gift that should be sought and protected by human means” and asked that all people do their part in spreading a culture of peace and a common education towards peace, especially for the new generations. 
The Message concluded with an invitation to hope: “reflecting on the concrete situations in which humanity is living today, one is tempted toward an attitude of justification and resignation to fighting: it seems that perhaps there is a prevailing attitude among international relations of mistrust and independence; nations divide against themselves. A widespread war, which is a terrible prophecy, is at risk for becoming a tragic reality. The war, however, is never unavoidable and peace is always possible. And necessary! The time has come to change the course of history, to restore trust, cultivate dialogue, foster solidarity.” (SL) (Agenzia Fides 14/4/2008; righe 75, parole 972)
13 April 2008 – Regina Caeli

VATICAN - Benedict XVI asks for prayers “for the many vocations that exist in the Church, so that they are developed with an intense missionary character,” recalling the two religious killed in Africa and commending his apostolic trip to the United States, to the Virgin Mary

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) - The liturgy of the Fourth Sunday of Easter focuses on Christ as the Good Shepherd and is also the World Day of Prayer for Vocations. “In every continent, the Church joins in praying to the Lord for many holy vocations to the priesthood, consecrated and missionary life, and to Christian marriage.” The Pope affirmed this on Sunday, April 13, before he led the praying of the midday Regina Caeli with thousands gathered in St. Peter's Square. 
The Pope focused on the fact that this Day is appropriately placed in anticipation of the Pauline Year that will begin June 28, “in celebration of the 2,000 anniversary of the birth of the Apostle Paul, missionary par excellence.” For the Apostle to the Gentiles, “vocation and mission are inseparable,” the Holy Father said. “He becomes, therefore, a model for every Christian, especially for the ad vitam missionaries, that is, for those men and women who dedicate themselves totally to announcing Christ to those who still have not known him: a vocation which continues to maintain all of its validity.” 
This missionary service is carried out, in the first place, by priests “in offering the Word of God and the sacraments, and in manifesting the healing presence of Jesus Christ .” The Pontiff encouraged the faithful to give thanks to God for our brothers who give themselves without reserve to pastoral ministry, sometimes sealing their fidelity to Christ with the sacrifice of their lives.” He also remembered the two religious who were killed in Guinea and Kenya, to whom we offer “our grateful admiration, as well as our prayers for the repose of their souls.” The Holy Father encouraged the faithful to pray for an ever-growing number of religious men and women who have a primary role in evangelization.” Although some of them dedicate themselves to contemplation and prayer, while others are dedicated to a multifaceted educational and charitable work, “All of them, nevertheless, are united in the same objective: to give witness to the primacy of God over all and to spread his Kingdom in every sphere of society.” The Pope also pointed out that “Christian marriage is also a missionary vocation: the couple, in fact, is called to live the Gospel in the family, in the workplace and in parish and civil communities. In certain cases, moreover, they offer their valuable contribution to the missions ‘ad gentes.’” 
At the end of his address, the Pope invoked the maternal protection of Mary “for the many vocations that exist in the Church so that they are developed with an intense missionary character.” “To her, Mother of the Church and Queen of Peace, I also commend the special missionary experience that I will live in the next few days with the apostolic trip to the United States and the visit to the United Nations, as I ask all of you to accompany me with your prayers.” (SL) (Agenzia Fides 14/4/2008; righe 36, parole 486)
15 April 2008 – Meeting with journalists during his flight from Rome to Washington.

VATICAN - Pope Benedict XVI in the United States of America - “I am content to be able to meet, in this historical moment both for the Church and for the United Nations, this great people and this great Church.”

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) - “My trip has above all two objectives. The first objective is the visit to the Church in America, in the United States. There is a particular motive: The Diocese of Baltimore, 200 years ago, was elevated to the status of metropolis and at the same time, four other dioceses were born -- New York, Philadelphia, Boston and Louisville... Second objective, the visit to the United Nations. Also here there is a particular motive: 60 years have passed since the Universal Declaration of Human Rights. This is the anthropological base, the founding philosophy of the United Nations, the human and spiritual base on which it is constructed. Thus it is really a moment of reflection, a moment to again become aware of this important stage in history.” This was how the Holy Father Benedict XVI resumed the two main reasons for his pastoral visit to the United States of America, responding to journalists during his flight from Rome to Washington. 
In response to a question on the grave issue of the sexual abuse cases, the Holy Father said, “It is a great suffering for the Church in the United States and for the Church in general, for me personally... I am ashamed and we will do everything possible to ensure that this does not happen in future.” Benedict XVI them mentioned the Church’s intention to take action on three levels: first, on the level of justice and the political level. “We will absolutely exclude pedophiles from the sacred ministry; it is absolutely incompatible and who is really guilty of being a pedophile cannot be a priest... These are the two sides of justice: one, that pedophiles cannot be priests and the other, to help in any possible way the victims. Then, there's a pastoral level. The victims will need healing and help and assistance and reconciliation... the bishops and the priests and all Catholic people in the United States will do whatever possible to help, to assist, to heal.” The third point touched on the formation of seminarians, that it be spiritually, humanly, and intellectually profound. “Only sound persons can be admitted to the priesthood and only persons with a deep personal life in Christ and who have a deep sacramental life... because it is more important to have good priests than to have many priests.”
In reference to the enormous growth in Hispanic presence in the Church in the United States, on the anti-immigration movements, and on the unstable situation of many immigrants, the Pope said: “I certainly will touch on this point... I have seen the amplitude of this problem, above all the grave problem of the separation of families. And this is truly dangerous for the social, moral and human fabric of these countries... The fundamental solution is that there would no longer exist the need to emigrate because there would be in one's own country sufficient work, a sufficient social fabric, such that no one has to emigrate... Besides this, short-term measures: It is very important to help the families above all... all that is possible must be done to work against the instability of the situations and against all the violations, and to help so that they can have a truly dignified life where they find themselves in this moment.”
In response to a question on the public recognition of religion in the United States, the Holy Father affirmed that in the United States, “they began with a positive concept of secularism, because this new people was formed by communities and people who had fled from the state churches and wanted to have a lay state, secular, that would open possibilities to all confessions, for all the types of religious exercise. In this way, an intentionally secular state was born: They were against a state church. But the state should be secular precisely out of love for religion in its authenticity, which can be lived only with liberty. And in this manner we find this mix of a state that is intentionally and decidedly secular, but precisely because of a religious will, to give authenticity to religion... This seems to me a fundamental and positive model.”
The Holy Father also spoke on the role of the United Nations in safeguarding the principles held as "non-negotiables" by the Catholic Church. Benedict XVI responded: “That is precisely the objective of the United Nations: that it safeguard the common values of humanity, upon which the peaceful coexistence of the nations is based: the observance of justice and the development of justice. I have already briefly mentioned that it seems to me very important that the basis of the United Nations be precisely the idea of human rights, of the rights that express non-negotiable values, that come before all institutions and are the basis of all institutions.”
In conclusion, the Pope expressed his sentiments on his apostolic trip, with these words: “I go to the United States with joy! I have been in the United States various times before; I am familiar with this great country; I am familiar with the great vivacity of the Church despite all the problems and I am content to be able to meet, in this historical moment both for the Church and for the United Nations, this great people and this great Church.” (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 17/4/2008; righe 63, parole 883) 

links

16 April 2008 – Welcome Ceremony

VATICAN - Pope Benedict XVI in the United States of America - “I come as a friend, a preacher of the Gospel and one with great respect for this vast pluralistic society.”

Vatican City (Agenzia City) - “I come as a friend, a preacher of the Gospel and one with great respect for this vast pluralistic society... As I begin my visit, I trust that my presence will be a source of renewal and hope for the Church in the United States, and strengthen the resolve of Catholics to contribute ever more responsibly to the life of this nation, of which they are proud to be citizens.” With these words, the Holy Father Benedict XVI addressed the President of the United States of America, George W. Bush, in the welcoming ceremony that was held at the White House in Washington, DC, on the morning of April 16, his 81st birthday. 
After having thanked President Bush for his invitation and words of welcome, the Holy Father recalled that “From the dawn of the Republic, America’s quest for freedom has been guided by the conviction that the principles governing political and social life are intimately linked to a moral order based on the dominion of God the Creator... The course of American history demonstrates the difficulties, the struggles, and the great intellectual and moral resolve which were demanded to shape a society which faithfully embodied these noble principles... In our time too, particularly in moments of crisis, Americans continue to find their strength in a commitment to this patrimony of shared ideals and aspirations.”
The Pope then spoke of the itinerary of his trip, during which he will meet “not only with America’s Catholic community, but with other Christian communities and representatives of the many religious traditions present in this country, pointing out the fact that, “not only Catholics, but all believers have found here the freedom to worship God in accordance with the dictates of their conscience, while at the same time being accepted as part of a commonwealth in which each individual and group can make its voice heard.” He then expressed his hope that, as they face the increasingly complex political and ethical issues of our time, the American people may find in their religious beliefs “a precious source of insight and an inspiration to pursue reasoned, responsible and respectful dialogue in the effort to build a more humane and free society.”
Reflecting on the meaning of freedom, Benedict XVI pointed out that, “Freedom is not only a gift, but also a summons to personal responsibility,” as is shown in the great number of people who sacrificed their lives in defense of freedom. “The preservation of freedom calls for the cultivation of virtue, self-discipline, sacrifice for the common good and a sense of responsibility towards the less fortunate,” the Pope said. “It also demands the courage to engage in civic life and to bring one’s deepest beliefs and values to reasoned public debate. In a word, freedom is ever new. It is a challenge held out to each generation, and it must constantly be won over for the cause of good.” “The Church, for her part, wishes to contribute to building a world ever more worthy of the human person, created in the image and likeness of God... convinced that faith sheds new light on all things, and that the Gospel reveals the noble vocation and sublime destiny of every man and woman.”
At the close of his address, the Pontiff made reference to his scheduled visit to the United Nations Organization, “where I hope to encourage the efforts under way to make that institution an ever more effective voice for the legitimate aspirations of all the world’s peoples. On this, the 60th anniversary of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, the need for global solidarity is as urgent as ever, if all people are to live in a way worthy of their dignity - as brothers and sisters dwelling in the same house and around that table which God’s bounty has set for all his children.” Benedict XVI also recalled America’s generosity “in meeting immediate human needs,” expressing his confidence “that this concern for the greater human family will continue to find expression in support for the patient efforts of international diplomacy to resolve conflicts and promote progress.” (SL) (Agenzia Fides 17/4/2008; righe 51, parole 687)

16 April 2008 – Vespers with the Catholic Bishops of the United States.

VATICAN - Pope Benedict XVI in the United States of America- “It is in this fertile soil, nourished from so many different sources, that all of you, Brother Bishops, are called to sow the seeds of the Gospel today.

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) - On the afternoon of April 16, the Holy Father Benedict XVI visited the National Shrine of the Immaculate Conception, where he presided Vespers and met with the Bishops of the United States of America. The following are selections from the Holy Father’s address. At the close of his speech, he responded to three questions on the challenge of secularism, the abandonment of the faith, and vocations. “For the Catholic communities of Boston, New York, Philadelphia and Louisville, this is a year of particular celebration, as it marks the bicentenary of the establishment of these local Churches as Dioceses. I join you in giving thanks for the many graces granted to the Church there during these two centuries. As this year also marks the bicentenary of the elevation of the founding see of Baltimore to an Archdiocese, it gives me an opportunity to recall with admiration and gratitude the life and ministry of John Carroll, the first Bishop of Baltimore…”.
“Brother Bishops, I want to encourage you and your communities to continue to welcome the immigrants who join your ranks today, to share their joys and hopes, to support them in their sorrows and trials, and to help them flourish in their new home. This, indeed, is what your fellow countrymen have done for generations.”
“Indeed, the people of this country are known for their great vitality and creativity. They are also known for their generosity.… Let me express my particular appreciation for the many forms of humanitarian assistance provided by American Catholics through Catholic Charities and other agencies.”
“America is also a land of great faith. Your people are remarkable for their religious fervor and they take pride in belonging to a worshipping community. They have confidence in God, and they do not hesitate to bring moral arguments rooted in biblical faith into their public discourse. Respect for freedom of religion is deeply ingrained in the American consciousness… In this connection, I happily acknowledge the presence among you of Bishops from all the venerable Eastern Churches in communion with the Successor of Peter, whom I greet with special joy.”
“While it is true that this country is marked by a genuinely religious spirit, the subtle influence of secularism can nevertheless color the way people allow their faith to influence their behavior. Is it consistent to profess our beliefs in church on Sunday, and then during the week to promote business practices or medical procedures contrary to those beliefs? Is it consistent for practicing Catholics to ignore or exploit the poor and the marginalized, to promote sexual behavior contrary to Catholic moral teaching, or to adopt positions that contradict the right to life of every human being from conception to natural death? Any tendency to treat religion as a private matter must be resisted.”
“People today need to be reminded of the ultimate purpose of their lives. They need to recognize that implanted within them is a deep thirst for God. They need to be given opportunities to drink from the wells of his infinite love. It is easy to be entranced by the almost unlimited possibilities that science and technology place before us; it is easy to make the mistake of thinking we can obtain by our own efforts the fulfillment of our deepest needs.”
“In a society which values personal freedom and autonomy, it is easy to lose sight of our dependence on others as well as the responsibilities that we bear towards them. This emphasis on individualism has even affected the Church (cf. Spe Salvi, 13-15), giving rise to a form of piety which sometimes emphasizes our private relationship with God at the expense of our calling to be members of a redeemed community.”
“Here in America, you are blessed with a Catholic laity of considerable cultural diversity, who place their wide-ranging gifts at the service of the Church and of society at large.… At a time when advances in medical science bring new hope to many, they also give rise to previously unimagined ethical challenges. This makes it more important than ever to offer thorough formation in the Church’s moral teaching to Catholics engaged in health care.”
“Clearly, the Church’s influence on public debate takes place on many different levels. In the United States, as elsewhere, there is much current and proposed legislation that gives cause for concern from the point of view of morality, and the Catholic community, under your guidance, needs to offer a clear and united witness on such matters. Even more important, though, is the gradual opening of the minds and hearts of the wider community to moral truth. Here much remains to be done. Crucial in this regard is the role of the lay faithful to act as a "leaven" in society.… Once again, it falls to you to ensure that the moral formation provided at every level of ecclesial life reflects the authentic teaching of the Gospel of life.”
“In this regard, a matter of deep concern to us all is the state of the family within society.… It is your task to proclaim boldly the arguments from faith and reason in favor of the institution of marriage, understood as a lifelong commitment between a man and a woman, open to the transmission of life.”
“Among the countersigns to the Gospel of life found in America and elsewhere is one that causes deep shame: the sexual abuse of minors. Many of you have spoken to me of the enormous pain that your communities have suffered when clerics have betrayed their priestly obligations and duties by such gravely immoral behavior. As you strive to eliminate this evil wherever it occurs, you may be assured of the prayerful support of God’s people throughout the world. Rightly, you attach priority to showing compassion and care to the victims.… While it must be remembered that the overwhelming majority of clergy and religious in America do outstanding work in bringing the liberating message of the Gospel to the people entrusted to their care, it is vitally important that the vulnerable always be shielded from those who would cause harm.”
“Children deserve to grow up with a healthy understanding of sexuality and its proper place in human relationships. They should be spared the degrading manifestations and the crude manipulation of sexuality so prevalent today. They have a right to be educated in authentic moral values rooted in the dignity of the human person. This brings us back to our consideration of the centrality of the family and the need to promote the Gospel of life… It falls to you, as pastors modeled upon Christ, the Good Shepherd, to proclaim this message loud and clear, and thus to address the sin of abuse within the wider context of sexual mores.”
“Priests, too, need your guidance and closeness during this difficult time. …The Bishop, as father, brother and friend of his priests, can help them to draw spiritual fruit from this union with Christ by making them aware of the Lord’s consoling presence in the midst of their suffering, and by encouraging them to walk with the Lord along the path of hope.… We need to rediscover the joy of living a Christ-centered life, cultivating the virtues, and immersing ourselves in prayer.… Time spent in prayer is never wasted, however urgent the duties that press upon us from every side.… This radical configuration to Christ, the Good Shepherd, lies at the heart of our pastoral ministry, and if we open ourselves through prayer to the power of the Spirit, he will give us the gifts we need to carry out our daunting task”. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 17/4/2008; righe 95, parole 1268)

17 April 2008 – Meeting with representatives of other religions
VATICAN - Pope Benedict XVI in the United States of America - “religious freedom, interreligious dialogue and faith-based education aim at something more than a consensus regarding ways to implement practical strategies for advancing peace.”

Washington (Agenzia Fides) - Having concluded his visit to the Catholic University of America, the Holy Father visited the Pope John Paul II Cultural Center, for an encounter with representatives of other religions (Judaism, Islam, Hinduism, Buddhism, and Jainism). “This country has a long history of cooperation between different religions in many spheres of public life,” the Holy Father said in his address, encouraging all religious groups “to persevere in their collaboration” and thus, enrich public life with the spiritual values that motivate their action in the world. 
“Americans have always valued the ability to worship freely and in accordance with their conscience,” the Pope said, quoting Alexis de Tocqueville, the French historian and observer of American affairs, that was fascinated with this aspect of the nation. “In urban areas, it is common for individuals from different cultural backgrounds and religions to engage with one another daily in commercial, social and educational settings. Today, in classrooms throughout the country, young Christians, Jews, Muslims, Hindus, Buddhists, and indeed children of all religions sit side-by-side, learning with one another and from one another. This diversity gives rise to new challenges that spark a deeper reflection on the core principles of a democratic society.” 
The Pope emphasized the fact that “the task of upholding religious freedom is never completed,” and said that “protecting religious freedom within the rule of law does not guarantee that peoples - particularly minorities - will be spared from unjust forms of discrimination and prejudice. This requires constant effort on the part of all members of society to ensure that citizens are afforded the opportunity to worship peaceably and to pass on their religious heritage to their children. The transmission of religious traditions to succeeding generations not only helps to preserve a heritage; it also sustains and nourishes the surrounding culture in the present day. The same holds true for dialogue between religions; both the participants and society are enriched. As we grow in understanding of one another, we see that we share an esteem for ethical values, discernable to human reason, which are revered by all peoples of goodwill. The world begs for a common witness to these values.” The Pope then invited all religious people, “to view dialogue not only as a means of enhancing mutual understanding, but also as a way of serving society at large.” 
After recognizing the great contribution religious communities make to civil society through faith-based schools, the Pope noted the “enormous responsibility” of religious leaders “to imbue society with a profound awe and respect for human life and freedom; to ensure that human dignity is recognized and cherished; to facilitate peace and justice; to teach children what is right, good and reasonable!”
Noting the growing interest among governments to sponsor programs intended to promote interreligious and intercultural dialogue, Benedict XVI said that while they are praiseworthy initiatives, “At the same time, religious freedom, interreligious dialogue and faith-based education aim at something more than a consensus regarding ways to implement practical strategies for advancing peace. The broader purpose of dialogue is to discover the truth. What is the origin and destiny of mankind? What are good and evil? What awaits us at the end of our earthly existence?”
In our age, “these questions are too often marginalized. Yet they can never be erased from the human heart.” Therefore, “Spiritual leaders have a special duty, and we might say competence, to place the deeper questions at the forefront of human consciousness, to reawaken mankind to the mystery of human existence, and to make space in a frenetic world for reflection and prayer.”
For Christians, all the profound questions of humanity’s origin and destiny find their response in Jesus of Nazareth. “He, we believe, is the eternal Logos who became flesh in order to reconcile man to God and reveal the underlying reason of all things. It is he whom we bring to the forum of interreligious dialogue. The ardent desire to follow in his footsteps spurs Christians to open their minds and hearts in dialogue.” 
“While always uniting our hearts and minds in the call for peace, we must also listen attentively to the voice of truth. In this way, our dialogue will not stop at identifying a common set of values, but go on to probe their ultimate foundation,” the Pope said. He also emphasized that, “the higher goal of interreligious dialogue requires a clear exposition of our respective religious tenets. In this regard, colleges, universities and study centers are important forums for a candid exchange of religious ideas. The Holy See, for its part, seeks to carry forward this important work through the Pontifical Council for Interreligious Dialogue, the Pontifical Institute for Arabic and Islamic Studies, and various Pontifical Universities.”
The Pope concluded his speech, asking that “the followers of all religions stand together in defending and promoting life and religious freedom everywhere,” and thus become, “instruments of peace for the whole human family.”
At the close of his visit to the Pope John Paul II Cultural Center, the Pope greeted the representatives of the Jewish Community in the Polish National Room, delivering a congratulatory Message to them, on the occasion of the feast of Pesah, the Jewish Passover, which begins Saturday, April 19. (SL) (Agenzia Fides 18/4/2008; righe 69, parole 869)

17 April 2008 – Visit to the Catholic University of America in Washington

VATICAN - Pope Benedict XVI in the United States of America - “Education is integral to the mission of the Church to proclaim the Good News. First and foremost every Catholic educational institution is a place to encounter the living God.”

Washington (Agenzia Fides) - “Education is integral to the mission of the Church to proclaim the Good News. First and foremost every Catholic educational institution is a place to encounter the living God who in Jesus Christ reveals his transforming love and truth.” These were the Holy Father Benedict XVI’s words to the students and teachers of the Catholic University of America in Washington, which he visited on the afternoon of April 17. The following are some selections from the Holy Father’s address.
“The dynamic between personal encounter, knowledge and Christian witness is integral to the diakonia of truth which the Church exercises in the midst of humanity... against personal struggles, moral confusion and fragmentation of knowledge, the noble goals of scholarship and education, founded on the unity of truth and in service of the person and the community, become an especially powerful instrument of hope.”
“The Catholic community here has in fact made education one of its highest priorities. This undertaking has not come without great sacrifice... This sacrifice continues today. It is an outstanding apostolate of hope, seeking to address the material, intellectual and spiritual needs of over three million children and students... No child should be denied his or her right to an education in faith, which in turn nurtures the soul of a nation.”
“It is timely, then, to reflect on what is particular to our Catholic institutions. How do they contribute to the good of society through the Church’s primary mission of evangelization?... All the Church’s activities stem from her awareness that she is the bearer of a message which has its origin in God himself... God’s desire to make himself known, and the innate desire of all human beings to know the truth, provide the context for human inquiry into the meaning of life.”
“A university or school’s Catholic identity is not simply a question of the number of Catholic students. It is a question of conviction... Are we ready to commit our entire self - intellect and will, mind and heart - to God? Do we accept the truth Christ reveals? Is the faith tangible in our universities and schools?... From this perspective one can recognize that the contemporary “crisis of truth” is rooted in a “crisis of faith”. Only through faith can we freely give our assent to God’s testimony and acknowledge him as the transcendent guarantor of the truth he reveals... Yet we all know, and observe with concern, the difficulty or reluctance many people have today in entrusting themselves to God. It is a complex phenomenon... we observe, with distress, the notion of freedom being distorted. Freedom is not an opting out. It is an opting in - a participation in Being itself. Hence authentic freedom can never be attained by turning away from God. Such a choice would ultimately disregard the very truth we need in order to understand ourselves. A particular responsibility therefore for each of you, and your colleagues, is to evoke among the young the desire for the act of faith, encouraging them to commit themselves to the ecclesial life that follows from this belief. It is here that freedom reaches the certainty of truth.”
“Clearly, then, Catholic identity is not dependent upon statistics. Neither can it be equated simply with orthodoxy of course content. It demands and inspires much more: namely that each and every aspect of your learning communities reverberates within the ecclesial life of faith. Only in faith can truth become incarnate and reason truly human, capable of directing the will along the path of freedom. In this way our institutions make a vital contribution to the mission of the Church and truly serve society.”
“At times... the value of the Church’s contribution to the public forum is questioned. It is important therefore to recall that the truths of faith and of reason never contradict one another. The Church’s mission, in fact, involves her in humanity’s struggle to arrive at truth. In articulating revealed truth she serves all members of society by purifying reason, ensuring that it remains open to the consideration of ultimate truths. Drawing upon divine wisdom, she sheds light on the foundation of human morality and ethics, and reminds all groups in society that it is not praxis that creates truth but truth that should serve as the basis of praxis. Far from undermining the tolerance of legitimate diversity, such a contribution illuminates the very truth which makes consensus attainable, and helps to keep public debate rational, honest and accountable. Similarly the Church never tires of upholding the essential moral categories of right and wrong, without which hope could only wither, giving way to cold pragmatic calculations of utility which render the person little more than a pawn on some ideological chess-board.”
“With regard to the educational forum, the diakonia of truth takes on a heightened significance in societies where secularist ideology drives a wedge between truth and faith. This division has led to a tendency to equate truth with knowledge and to adopt a positivistic mentality which, in rejecting metaphysics, denies the foundations of faith and rejects the need for a moral vision... With confidence, Christian educators can liberate the young from the limits of positivism and awaken receptivity to the truth, to God and his goodness. In this way you will also help to form their conscience which, enriched by faith, opens a sure path to inner peace and to respect for others... We observe today a timidity in the face of the category of the good and an aimless pursuit of novelty parading as the realization of freedom. We witness an assumption that every experience is of equal worth and a reluctance to admit imperfection and mistakes. And particularly disturbing, is the reduction of the precious and delicate area of education in sexuality to management of ‘risk’, bereft of any reference to the beauty of conjugal love.”
“How might Christian educators respond? These harmful developments point to the particular urgency of what we might call ‘intellectual charity.’ This aspect of charity calls the educator to recognize that the profound responsibility to lead the young to truth is nothing less than an act of love... In practice “intellectual charity” upholds the essential unity of knowledge against the fragmentation which ensues when reason is detached from the pursuit of truth... Once their passion for the fullness and unity of truth has been awakened, young people will surely relish the discovery that the question of what they can know opens up the vast adventure of what they ought to do. Here they will experience ‘in what’ and ‘in whom’ it is possible to hope, and be inspired to contribute to society in a way that engenders hope in others.”
“Dear friends, I wish to conclude by focusing our attention specifically on the paramount importance of your own professionalism and witness within our Catholic universities and schools. First, let me thank you for your dedication and generosity... I wish to reaffirm the great value of academic freedom... Yet it is also the case that any appeal to the principle of academic freedom in order to justify positions that contradict the faith and the teaching of the Church would obstruct or even betray the university's identity and mission... Teachers and administrators, whether in universities or schools, have the duty and privilege to ensure that students receive instruction in Catholic doctrine and practice. This requires that public witness to the way of Christ, as found in the Gospel and upheld by the Church's Magisterium, shapes all aspects of an institution’s life, both inside and outside the classroom... I wish also to express a particular word of encouragement to both lay and Religious teachers of catechesis who strive to ensure that young people become daily more appreciative of the gift of faith... teachers require a clear and precise understanding of the specific nature and role of Catholic education... Here I wish to make a special appeal to Religious Brothers, Sisters and Priests: do not abandon the school apostolate; indeed, renew your commitment to schools especially those in poorer areas... I encourage the Religious present to bring renewed enthusiasm to the promotion of vocations. Know that your witness to the ideal of consecration and mission among the young is a source of great inspiration in faith for them and their families.”
“To all of you I say: bear witness to hope. Nourish your witness with prayer.” 
(SL) (Agenzia Fides 18/4/2008; righe 107, parole 1398)

17 April 2008 –Eucharistic Celebration at Washington National Stadium 

VATICAN - Pope Benedict XVI in the United States of America - “The Church has united a widely diverse flock in the profession of the faith and, through her many educational, charitable and social works, has also contributed significantly to the growth of American society.”

New York (Agenzia Fides) - “Our celebration today is also a sign of the impressive growth which God has given to the Church in your country in the past two hundred years. From a small flock... the Church in America has been built up in fidelity to the twin commandment of love of God and love of neighbor. In this land of freedom and opportunity, the Church has united a widely diverse flock in the profession of the faith and, through her many educational, charitable and social works, has also contributed significantly to the growth of American society as a whole.” These were the words of the Holy Father Benedict XVI during his homily given during the Mass celebrated in Yankee Stadium in New York on the afternoon of Sunday, April 20. 
“At this Mass,” the Pope said in his homily, “the Church in the United States celebrates the two hundredth anniversary of the creation of the Sees of New York, Boston, Philadelphia and Louisville from the mother See of Baltimore. The presence around this altar of the Successor of Peter, his brother bishops and priests, and deacons, men and women religious, and lay faithful from throughout the fifty states of the Union, eloquently manifests our communion in the Catholic faith which comes to us from the Apostles.”
Reflecting on the readings for the Fifth Sunday of Easter, the Holy Father said that “the Church’s unity has no other basis than the Word of God, made flesh in Christ Jesus our Lord. All external signs of identity, all structures, associations and programs, valuable or even essential as they may be, ultimately exist only to support and foster the deeper unity which, in Christ, is God’s indefectible gift to his Church.” He also recalled that the Church’s unity is “apostolic” that is, “It is a visible unity, grounded in the Apostles whom Christ chose and appointed as witnesses to his resurrection.”
Reflecting on the words “authority” and “obedience,” the Pope observed that “these are not easy words to speak nowadays,” in that they represent “a ‘stumbling stone’ for many of our contemporaries, especially in a society which rightly places a high value on personal freedom.” However, “the Gospel teaches us that true freedom, the freedom of the children of God, is found only in the self-surrender which is part of the mystery of love. Only by losing ourselves, the Lord tells us, do we truly find ourselves... Real freedom, then, is God’s gracious gift, the fruit of conversion to his truth, the truth which makes us free... In the light of faith, within the communion of the Church, we also find the inspiration and strength to become a leaven of the Gospel in the world.”
In the second reading, there is a description of the Church: “Christ, risen from the dead, is the keystone of a great temple which is even now rising in the Spirit. And we, the members of his body, through Baptism have become ‘living stones’ in that temple,” the Pope said. The offering that we are called to make, the Pontiff explained, is “to direct our every thought, word and action to the truth of the Gospel and to harness all our energies in the service of God’s Kingdom... Only in this way can we build something that will truly endure. Only in this way can our lives find ultimate meaning and bear lasting fruit.” 
Recalling the bicentennial history of the Church in the United States, the Pontiff affirmed that during these 200 years, the face of the Catholic community “has changed greatly,” due to the successive waves of immigrants. He also made reference to “the strong faith which built up the network of churches, educational, healthcare and social institutions... the countless fathers and mothers who passed on the faith to their children, the steady ministry of the many priests who devoted their lives to the care of souls, and the incalculable contribution made by so many men and women religious.” “Today’s celebration,” the Pope explained, “is more than an occasion of gratitude for graces received. It is also a summons to move forward with firm resolve to use wisely the blessings of freedom, in order to build a future of hope for coming generations.”
The words of St. Peter on the dignity of the Christian - “You are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people he claims for his own, to proclaim his glorious works” (1 Pet 2:9).- also “challenge us to an ever greater fidelity to the glorious inheritance which we have received in Christ,” the Pope said. “They challenge us to examine our consciences, to purify our hearts, to renew our baptismal commitment to reject Satan and all his empty promises. They challenge us to be a people of joy, heralds of the unfailing hope born of faith in God’s word, and trust in his promises.”
The daily prayer to the Father, saying, “Thy kingdom come,” “needs to shape the mind and heart of every Christian in this nation. It needs to bear fruit in the way you lead your lives and in the way you build up your families and your communities,” the Pope said. “It means facing the challenges of present and future with confidence in Christ’s victory and a commitment to extending his reign. It means not losing heart in the face of resistance, adversity and scandal. It means overcoming every separation between faith and life, and countering false gospels of freedom and happiness. It also means rejecting a false dichotomy between faith and political life... It means working to enrich American society and culture with the beauty and truth of the Gospel, and never losing sight of that great hope which gives meaning and value to all the other hopes which inspire our lives. And this, dear friends, is the particular challenge which the Successor of Saint Peter sets before you today.”
Concluding his homily, the Pope spoke of the impressive legacy left behind by past generations. “In our day too, the Catholic community in this nation has been outstanding in its prophetic witness in the defense of life, in the education of the young, in care for the poor, the sick and the stranger in your midst.” His final words were dedicated to the youth: Especially to the youth, I entrust them with the great challenge that is implied in believing in Christ and making this faith manifest in outreach to the poor; also, in a generous response to the calls that He continues to make, to leave everything and take up a life of total consecration to God and to the Church in the priesthood or the religious life.” (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 22/4/2008; righe 82, parole 1113)

18 aprile 2008 – Visit to the General Assembly of the United Nations Organization

VATICAN - Pope Benedict XVI in the United States of America - “The promotion of human rights remains the most effective strategy for eliminating inequalities between countries and social groups, and for increasing security.”

New York (Agenzia Fides) - Having been welcomed by UN Secretary General Ban Ki-Moon, and the President of the General Assembly, Srgjan Kerim, along with representatives from the 192 nations that form part of the United Nations Organization, the Holy Father Benedict XVI gave his address on Friday, April 18, to the UN General Assembly in New York. “The founding principles of the Organization - the desire for peace, the quest for justice, respect for the dignity of the person, humanitarian cooperation and assistance - express the just aspirations of the human spirit, and constitute the ideals which should underpin international relations,” the Pope said at the beginning of his speech, “is something that the Catholic Church and the Holy See follow attentively and with interest.”
Benedict XVI observed that in our day, we experience “the obvious paradox of a multilateral consensus that continues to be in crisis because it is still subordinated to the decisions of a few, whereas the world’s problems call for interventions in the form of collective action by the international community.” He later pointed out that, “questions of security, development goals, reduction of local and global inequalities, protection of the environment, of resources and of the climate, require all international leaders to act jointly and to show a readiness to work in good faith, respecting the law, and promoting solidarity with the weakest regions of the planet.” In particular, the Holy Father mentioned, “those countries in Africa and other parts of the world which remain on the margins of authentic integral development, and are therefore at risk of experiencing only the negative effects of globalization.”
“In the context of international relations, it is necessary to recognize the higher role played by rules and structures that are intrinsically ordered to promote the common good, and therefore to safeguard human freedom. These regulations do not limit freedom. On the contrary, they promote it when they prohibit behavior and actions which work against the common good, curb its effective exercise and hence compromise the dignity of every human person. In the name of freedom, there has to be a correlation between rights and duties, by which every person is called to assume responsibility for his or her choices, made as a consequence of entering into relations with others.” Benedict XVI mentioned, in particular, some of the results of scientific research and technological advances, that, “notwithstanding the enormous benefits... represent a clear violation of the order of creation, to the point where not only is the sacred character of life contradicted, but the human person and the family are robbed of their natural identity.”
Continuing his speech, the Holy Father reflected on the recognition of the unity of the human family and the principle of the responsibility to protect. “Every State has the primary duty to protect its own population from grave and sustained violations of human rights, as well as from the consequences of humanitarian crises, whether natural or man-made. If States are unable to guarantee such protection, the international community must intervene with the juridical means provided in the United Nations Charter and in other international instruments... it is indifference or failure to intervene that do the real damage. What is needed is a deeper search for ways of pre-empting and managing conflicts by exploring every possible diplomatic avenue, and giving attention and encouragement to even the faintest sign of dialogue or desire for reconciliation.”
The founding of the United Nations coincided “with the profound upheavals that humanity experienced when reference to the meaning of transcendence and natural reason was abandoned, and in consequence, freedom and human dignity were grossly violated.” In reference to “human dignity, which is the foundation and goal of the responsibility to protect,” Benedict XVI recalled that this year is the 60th anniversary of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights: “This document was the outcome of a convergence of different religious and cultural traditions, all of them motivated by the common desire to place the human person at the heart of institutions, laws and the workings of society, and to consider the human person essential for the world of culture, religion and science... the universality, indivisibility and interdependence of human rights all serve as guarantees safeguarding human dignity.” The rights that are recognized and expounded in the Declaration, “are based on the natural law inscribed on human hearts and present in different cultures and civilizations. Removing human rights from this context would mean restricting their range and yielding to a relativistic conception, according to which the meaning and interpretation of rights could vary and their universality would be denied in the name of different cultural, political, social and even religious outlooks. This great variety of viewpoints must not be allowed to obscure the fact that not only rights are universal, but so too is the human person, the subject of those rights.”
The Holy Father also encouraged his audience to promote human rights, as it “remains the most effective strategy for eliminating inequalities between countries and social groups, and for increasing security,” and mentioned the fact that “efforts need to be redoubled in the face of pressure to reinterpret the foundations of the Declaration and to compromise its inner unity so as to facilitate a move away from the protection of human dignity towards the satisfaction of simple interests, often particular interests.”
“When presented purely in terms of legality, rights risk becoming weak propositions divorced from the ethical and rational dimension which is their foundation and their goal... it is easy to forget that they are the fruit of a commonly held sense of justice built primarily upon solidarity among the members of society, and hence valid at all times and for all peoples... human rights, then, must be respected as an expression of justice, and not merely because they are enforceable through the will of the legislators.”
The Pope then encouraged those present to use discernment, “an indispensable and a fruitful virtue,” in the context of new situations that arise, and with the attempt that is made to link them to new rights. “recognition of the transcendent value of every man and woman favors conversion of heart, which then leads to a commitment to resist violence, terrorism and war, and to promote justice and peace. This also provides the proper context for the inter-religious dialogue that the United Nations is called to support, just as it supports dialogue in other areas of human activity...On the other hand, the United Nations can count on the results of dialogue between religions, and can draw fruit from the willingness of believers to place their experiences at the service of the common good. Their task is to propose a vision of faith not in terms of intolerance, discrimination and conflict, but in terms of complete respect for truth, coexistence, rights, and reconciliation.” 
At the close of his speech, the Pope emphasized the fact that, “human rights, of course, must include the right to religious freedom, understood as the expression of a dimension that is at once individual and communitarian... It is inconceivable, then, that believers should have to suppress a part of themselves - their faith - in order to be active citizens. It should never be necessary to deny God in order to enjoy one’s rights. The rights associated with religion are all the more in need of protection if they are considered to clash with a prevailing secular ideology or with majority religious positions of an exclusive nature.”
Benedict XVI then expressed his hope that “the Organization will increasingly serve as a sign of unity between States and an instrument of service to the entire human family,” and in this setting, “the Church is committed to contributing her experience “of humanity”, developed over the centuries among peoples of every race and culture, and placing it at the disposal of all members of the international community.” (SL) (Agenzia Fides 21/4/2008; righe 103, parole 1306)

18 April 2008 – Meeting with representatives of the Jewish community at the Park East Synagogue

VATICAN - Pope Benedict XVI in the United States of America - “For these reasons, a faithful witness to the Gospel is as urgent as ever. Christians are challenged to give a clear account of the hope that they hold.”

New York (Agenzia Fides) - On the afternoon of Friday, April 18, the Holy Father Benedict XVI met with representatives of the Jewish community at the Park East Synagogue, and later presided an ecumenical prayer service at Saint Joseph’s Church in Manhattan. “It is with joy that I come here, just a few hours before the celebration of your Pesah, to express my respect and esteem for the Jewish community in New York City,” the Pope said in his brief address given to the Jewish community, recognizing the valuable contribution they have made to the city and encouraging all “to continue building bridges of friendship with all the many different ethnic and religious groups present in your neighborhood.”
During the ecumenical encounter, Benedict XVI expressed his, “sincere appreciation for the invaluable work of all those engaged in ecumenism,” encouraging all to persevere, trusting that “the Lord will never abandon us in our quest for unity.”
The Holy Father then explained that “globalization has humanity poised between two poles”: on the one hand, the possibility of improving the sense of interconnectedness and interdependency for the good of humanity and on the other hand, we witness “some disturbing signs of fragmentation and a retreat into individualism.” “Also of grave concern is the spread of a secularist ideology that undermines or even rejects transcendent truth. The very possibility of divine revelation, and therefore of Christian faith, is often placed into question by cultural trends widely present in academia, the mass media and public debate. For these reasons, a faithful witness to the Gospel is as urgent as ever. Christians are challenged to give a clear account of the hope that they hold.” 
Benedict XVI also spoke of the “splintering of Christian communities,” that ends up confusing non-Christians about the Gospel message itself: “Fundamental Christian beliefs and practices are sometimes changed within communities by so-called ‘prophetic actions’ that are based on a hermeneutic not always consonant with the datum of Scripture and Tradition. Communities consequently give up the attempt to act as a unified body, choosing instead to function according to the idea of ‘local options.’” “Faced with these difficulties, we must first recall that the unity of the Church flows from the perfect oneness of the triune God,” the Pope said, recalling that this was “the unwavering conviction of the early Christian community,” that in turn suggests, “the internal cohesion of believers was based on the sound integrity of their doctrinal confession.” “The nucleus of Paul’s preaching and that of the early Church,” the Pope said, “was none other than Jesus Christ, and ‘him crucified.’ But this proclamation had to be guaranteed by the purity of normative doctrine expressed in creedal formulae - symbola - which articulated the essence of the Christian faith and constituted the foundation for the unity of the baptized.”
The Pope continued, speaking of the power of the kerygma, asking “whether its full force has not been attenuated by a relativistic approach to Christian doctrine similar to that found in secular ideologies, which, in alleging that science alone is ‘objective,’ relegate religion entirely to the subjective sphere of individual feeling.” 
“For Christians to accept this faulty line of reasoning,” the Pope said, “would lead to the notion that there is little need to emphasize objective truth in the presentation of the Christian faith, for one need but follow his or her own conscience and choose a community that best suits his or her individual tastes. The result is seen in the continual proliferation of communities which often eschew institutional structures and minimize the importance of doctrinal content for Christian living. Even within the ecumenical movement, Christians may be reluctant to assert the role of doctrine for fear that it would only exacerbate rather than heal the wounds of division. Yet a clear, convincing testimony to the salvation wrought for us in Christ Jesus has to be based upon the notion of normative apostolic teaching: a teaching which indeed underlies the inspired word of God and sustains the sacramental life of Christians today.”
The Holy Father concluded his address, saying that “only by ‘holding fast’ to sound teaching will we be able to respond to the challenges that confront us in an evolving world” and “only in this way will we give unambiguous testimony to the truth of the Gospel and its moral teaching. This is the message which the world is waiting to hear from us.” (SL) (Agenzia Fides 21/4/2008; righe 57, parole 734)
19 April 2008 – Votive Mass for the Universal Church Saint Patrick's Cathedral in New York

VATICAN - Pope Benedict XVI in the United States of America - “The proclamation of life, life in abundance, must be the heart of the new evangelization.”

New York (Agenzia Fides) - “The proclamation of life, life in abundance, must be the heart of the new evangelization. For true life - our salvation - can only be found in the reconciliation, freedom and love which are God’s gracious gift. This is the message of hope we are called to proclaim and embody in a world where self-centeredness, greed, violence, and cynicism so often seem to choke the fragile growth of grace in people’s hearts.” These were the words of the Holy Father Benedict XVI in his homily during the Votive Mass for the Universal Church, celebrated in Saint Patrick’s Cathedral in New York, Saturday, April 19. 
Inspired by the Cathedral’s architecture, the Pope offered some reflections on the particular vocations within the unity of the Mystical Body. “The first has to do with the stained glass windows, which flood the interior with mystic light. From the outside, those windows are dark, heavy, even dreary. But once one enters the church, they suddenly come alive; reflecting the light passing through them, they reveal all their splendor. Many writers - here in America we can think of Nathaniel Hawthorne - have used the image of stained glass to illustrate the mystery of the Church herself. It is only from the inside, from the experience of faith and ecclesial life, that we see the Church as she truly is: flooded with grace, resplendent in beauty, adorned by the manifold gifts of the Spirit. It follows that we, who live the life of grace within the Church’s communion, are called to draw all people into this mystery of light.” The world tends to look at the Church like those stained glass windows, “from the outside,” even for those who are inside, “the light of faith can be dimmed by routine, and the splendor of the Church obscured by the sins and weaknesses of her members,” the Holy Father said, encouraging all not to give way “to frustration, disappointment and even pessimism about the future,” as the Word of God “reminds us that, in faith, we see the heavens opened, and the grace of the Holy Spirit lighting up the Church and bringing sure hope to our world.” Recalling Pentecost, he exhorted the faithful to have an “ever deeper faith in God’s infinite power to transform every human situation, to create life from death, and to light up even the darkest night.”
Benedict XVI continued reflecting on the Cathedral’s architecture that, “like all Gothic cathedrals, it is a highly complex structure, whose exact and harmonious proportions symbolize the unity of God’s creation,” and proposing a second reflection on the need “to see all things with the eyes of faith, and thus to grasp them in their truest perspective, in the unity of God’s eternal plan.” This requires constant conversion, and a commitment to acquiring “a fresh, spiritual way of thinking.” It also calls for the cultivation of those virtues which enable each of us to grow in holiness and to bear spiritual fruit within our particular state of life. One of the great disappointments which followed the Second Vatican Council, was the experience of division between different groups, different generations, different members of the same religious family. This situation can only be overcome, “if we turn our gaze together to Christ! In the light of faith, we will then discover the wisdom and strength needed to open ourselves to points of view which may not necessarily conform to our own ideas or assumptions... In this way, we will move together towards that true spiritual renewal desired by the Council, a renewal which can only strengthen the Church in that holiness and unity indispensable for the effective proclamation of the Gospel in today’s world.”
The Pope then spoke of the sexual abuse cases, with these words, “Here I simply wish to assure you, dear priests and religious, of my spiritual closeness as you strive to respond with Christian hope to the continuing challenges that this situation presents. I join you in praying that this will be a time of purification for each and every particular Church and religious community, and a time for healing. And I also encourage you to cooperate with your Bishops who continue to work effectively to resolve this issue.”
The final observation made by the Pontiff reflected on the unity of the Gothic cathedral that, is “born of the dynamic tension of diverse forces which impel the architecture upward, pointing it to heaven. Here too, we can see a symbol of the Church’s unity, which is the unity... of a living body composed of many different members, each with its own role and purpose... the very variety and richness of the graces bestowed by the Spirit invite us constantly to discern how these gifts are to be rightly ordered in the service of the Church’s mission.” The Pope continued: “If we are to be true forces of unity, let us be the first to seek inner reconciliation through penance. Let us forgive the wrongs we have suffered and put aside all anger and contention. Let us be the first to demonstrate the humility and purity of heart which are required to approach the splendor of God’s truth.”
Benedict XVI then invited all present to become, “the first friend of the poor, the homeless, the stranger, the sick and all who suffer,” to act “as beacons of hope, casting the light of Christ upon the world, and encouraging young people to discover the beauty of a life given completely to the Lord and his Church.” Addressing the many seminarians and young religious present, the Pope said: “All of you have a special place in my heart. Never forget that you are called to carry on, with all the enthusiasm and joy that the Spirit has given you, a work that others have begun, a legacy that one day you too will have to pass on to a new generation.” Finally, he concluded his homily asking those present that as they left the church, they would go forth “as heralds of hope in the midst of this city, and all those places where God’s grace has placed us. In this way, the Church in America will know a new springtime in the Spirit, and point the way to that other, greater city, the new Jerusalem, whose light is the Lamb.”
At the close of the Mass, the Holy Father spoke spontaneously, thanking everyone for their love for the Church and for Our Lord, especially for their love for “the poor Successor of Saint Peter,” and said, “And so I too, with all my spiritual poverty, can be for this time, in virtue of the Lord’s grace, the Successor of Peter. It is also your prayers and your love which give me the certainty that the Lord will help me in this my ministry.” (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 21/4/2008; righe 81, parole 1137)

19 April 2008 – Visit to Saint Joseph's Seminary 

VATICAN - Pope Benedict XVI in the United States of America - “Authentic Christian discipleship is marked by a sense of wonder. We stand before the God we know and love as a friend, the vastness of his creation, and the beauty of our Christian faith.”

New York (Agenzia Fides) - On the afternoon of April 19, the Holy Father held two encounters with young people at St. Joseph’s Seminary in New York. Addressing a group of youth with disabilities, in the Seminary’s chapel, the Pope said that, “God’s unconditional love, which bathes every human individual, points to a meaning and purpose for all human life. Through his Cross, Jesus in fact draws us into his saving love and in so doing shows us the way ahead - the way of hope which transfigures us all, so that we too, become bearers of that hope and charity for others.” Before imparting his blessing on those present, Benedict XVI encouraged the disabled youth “to pray every day for our world,” saying, “there are so many intentions and people you can pray for, including those who have yet to come to know Jesus. And please do continue to pray for me.”
Later, on the Seminary’s athletic field, the Pope held an encounter with crowds of young people and seminarians, religious sisters and brothers who greeted him with “Happy Birthday” in German. “This evening,” the Pope said, “I wish to share with you some thoughts about being disciples of Jesus Christ ─ walking in the Lord’s footsteps, our own lives become a journey of hope.” Benedict XVI then mentioned six American men and women who the Church honors as Venerable, Blessed, or Saint: Saint Elizabeth Ann Seton, Saint Frances Xavier Cabrini, Saint John Neumann, Blessed Kateri Tekakwitha, Venerable Pierre Toussaint, and Padre Felix Varela. “Through orphanages, schools and hospitals, by befriending the poor, the sick and the marginalized, and through the compelling witness that comes from walking humbly in the footsteps of Jesus, these six people laid open the way of faith, hope and charity to countless individuals, including perhaps your own ancestors.”
And referring to today, Benedict XVI asked, “Who bears witness to the Good News of Jesus on the streets of New York, in the troubled neighborhoods of large cities, in the places where the young gather, seeking someone in whom they can trust? God is our origin and our destination, and Jesus the way.” The path of that journey twists and turns through the joys and the trials of ordinary, everyday life. Young Americans are offered many opportunities for personal development, and are brought up with a sense of generosity, service and fairness. “Yet you do not need me to tell you that there are also difficulties: activities and mindsets which stifle hope, pathways which seem to lead to happiness and fulfillment but in fact end only in confusion and fear. My own years as a teenager were marred by a sinister regime that thought it had all the answers; its influence grew - infiltrating schools and civic bodies, as well as politics and even religion - before it was fully recognized for the monster it was. It banished God and thus became impervious to anything true and good... Let us thank God that today many people of your generation are able to enjoy the liberties which have arisen through the extension of democracy and respect for human rights.” Continuing his speech, Benedict XVI emphasized that, “The power to destroy does, however, remain... Yet, it never triumphs; it is defeated. This is the essence of the hope that defines us as Christians... The One who shows us the way beyond death is the One who shows us how to overcome destruction and fear: thus it is Jesus who is the true teacher of life.” The Holy Father then illustrated the reality of the darkness of the modern world, with a first group of examples that “pertains to the heart:” drug and substance abuse, homelessness and poverty, racism, violence, and degradation. While the causes of these problems are complex, all have in common a poisoned attitude of mind which results in people being treated as mere objects - “a callousness of heart takes hold which first ignores, then ridicules, the God-given dignity of every human being.” The second area of darkness affects the mind, the Pope said, and “often goes unnoticed, and for this reason is particularly sinister. The manipulation of truth distorts our perception of reality, and tarnishes our imagination and aspirations... The fundamental importance of freedom must be rigorously safeguarded. It is no surprise then that numerous individuals and groups vociferously claim their freedom in the public forum. Yet freedom is a delicate value. It can be misunderstood or misused so as to lead not to the happiness which we all expect it to yield, but to a dark arena of manipulation in which our understanding of self and the world becomes confused, or even distorted by those who have an ulterior agenda.” The Pope spoke of how “some today argue that respect for freedom of the individual makes it wrong to seek truth, including the truth about what is good. In some circles to speak of truth is seen as controversial or divisive, and consequently best kept in the private sphere. And in truth’s place - or better said its absence - an idea has spread which, in giving value to everything indiscriminately, claims to assure freedom and to liberate conscience. This we call relativism. But what purpose has a “freedom” which, in disregarding truth, pursues what is false or wrong?” “truth is not an imposition. Nor is it simply a set of rules. It is a discovery of the One who never fails us; the One whom we can always trust. In seeking truth we come to live by belief because ultimately truth is a person: Jesus Christ.” As believers, we are called to “help others to walk the path of freedom which brings fulfillment and lasting happiness,” passing on to them the light of Christ: “This is the way of the saints. It is a magnificent vision of hope - Christ’s light beckons you to be guiding stars for others, walking Christ’s way of forgiveness, reconciliation, humility, joy and peace.” The Pope encouraged the youth not to fall into the temptation of closing in on themselves, not “to doubt the strength of Christ’s radiance, to limit the horizon of hope,” and to take courage by fixing their gaze on the saints: “Let your imaginations soar freely along the limitless expanse of the horizons of Christian discipleship. Sometimes we are looked upon as people who speak only of prohibitions. Nothing could be further from the truth! Authentic Christian discipleship is marked by a sense of wonder. We stand before the God we know and love as a friend, the vastness of his creation, and the beauty of our Christian faith.” Thus, the Pope said, “the example of the saints invites us, then, to consider four essential aspects of the treasure of our faith: personal prayer and silence, liturgical prayer, charity in action, and vocations. What matters most is that you develop your personal relationship with God. That relationship is expressed in prayer... As the saints teach us so vividly, prayer becomes hope in action. do not be afraid of silence or stillness, listen to God, adore him in the Eucharist. Let his word shape your journey as an unfolding of holiness.” And speaking of the participation in the liturgy, the Pope said, “whenever you gather for Mass, when you go to Confession, whenever you celebrate any of the sacraments, Jesus is at work. Through the Holy Spirit, he draws you to himself, into his sacrificial love of the Father which becomes love for all. We see then that the Church’s liturgy is a ministry of hope for humanity.” “The life of faith and hope is also a life of charity,” the Pope said, encouraging the youth to look about them “with Christ’s eyes,” to listen with His ears, to feel and think with his heart and mind. To the situations of suffering and injustice, “We must respond with a renewed social action that stems from the universal love that knows no bounds. In this way, we ensure that our works of mercy and justice become hope in action for others.” Addressing the topic of vocations, the Pope showed that, “it is in families that vocations are given life” and to the seminarians, he said: “The People of God look to you to be holy priests, on a daily journey of conversion, inspiring in others the desire to enter more deeply into the ecclesial life of believers. I urge you to deepen your friendship with Jesus the Good Shepherd. Talk heart to heart with him. Reject any temptation to ostentation, careerism, or conceit. Strive for a pattern of life truly marked by charity, chastity and humility, in imitation of Christ.” He also spoke of “the positive spiritual renewal which Congregations are undertaking in relation to their charism,” emphasizing how “the wondrous array of charisms proper to each Religious Institute is an extraordinary spiritual treasury,” and encouraging the youth not to “be shy to speak with Religious Brothers, Sisters or Priests about the charism and spirituality of their Congregation.” Benedict XVI concluded his address recalling that “the hope which never disappoints is Jesus Christ.” To the youth, he said, “You are Christ’s disciples today. Shine his light upon this great city and beyond. Show the world the reason for the hope that resonates within you. Tell others about the truth that sets you free.” He then bade them farewell until World Youth Day in Sydney, in July. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 22/4/2008; righe 115, parole 1566)

20 April 2008 – Visit to Ground Zero

VATICAN - Pope Benedict XVI in the United States of America - “God of peace, bring your peace to our violent world: peace in the hearts of all men and women and peace among the nations of the earth.”

New York (Agenzia Fides) - On the morning of April 20, the Holy Father Benedict XVI visited Ground Zero for a moment of prayer and recollection at the site of the tragic attacks of September 11, 2001. Gathered there was a representation of family members of the victims, emergency service workers, and firefighters. The Holy Father recited a prayer asking “God of love, compassion, and healing” to “give eternal light and peace to all who died here... victims of this tragedy simply because their work or service brought them here on September 11, 2001.”
The Pope prayed for the physical healing of those who “suffer from injuries and illness” and spiritual healing for the still-grieving families, saying, “give them strength to continue their lives with courage and hope.” The prayer also recalled all those who “suffered death, injury, and loss on the same day at the Pentagon and in Shanksville, Pennsylvania.” 
“God of peace, bring your peace to our violent world,” Benedict XVI prayed, “Turn to your way of love those whose hearts and minds are consumed with hatred... Grant that those whose lives were spared may live so that the lives lost here may not have been lost in vain. Comfort and console us, strengthen us in hope, and give us the wisdom and courage to work tirelessly for a world where true peace and love reign among nations and in the hearts of all.” (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 22/4/2008; righe 18, parole 235)

20 April 2008 –Eucharistic Celebration at Yankee Stadium di New York
VATICAN - Pope Benedict XVI in the United States of America - “The Church has united a widely diverse flock in the profession of the faith and, through her many educational, charitable and social works, has also contributed significantly to the growth of American society.”

New York (Agenzia Fides) - “Our celebration today is also a sign of the impressive growth which God has given to the Church in your country in the past two hundred years. From a small flock... the Church in America has been built up in fidelity to the twin commandment of love of God and love of neighbor. In this land of freedom and opportunity, the Church has united a widely diverse flock in the profession of the faith and, through her many educational, charitable and social works, has also contributed significantly to the growth of American society as a whole.” These were the words of the Holy Father Benedict XVI during his homily given during the Mass celebrated in Yankee Stadium in New York on the afternoon of Sunday, April 20.  “At this Mass,” the Pope said in his homily, “the Church in the United States celebrates the two hundredth anniversary of the creation of the Sees of New York, Boston, Philadelphia and Louisville from the mother See of Baltimore. The presence around this altar of the Successor of Peter, his brother bishops and priests, and deacons, men and women religious, and lay faithful from throughout the fifty states of the Union, eloquently manifests our communion in the Catholic faith which comes to us from the Apostles.” Reflecting on the readings for the Fifth Sunday of Easter, the Holy Father said that “the Church’s unity has no other basis than the Word of God, made flesh in Christ Jesus our Lord. All external signs of identity, all structures, associations and programs, valuable or even essential as they may be, ultimately exist only to support and foster the deeper unity which, in Christ, is God’s indefectible gift to his Church.” He also recalled that the Church’s unity is “apostolic” that is, “It is a visible unity, grounded in the Apostles whom Christ chose and appointed as witnesses to his resurrection.”
Reflecting on the words “authority” and “obedience,” the Pope observed that “these are not easy words to speak nowadays,” in that they represent “a ‘stumbling stone’ for many of our contemporaries, especially in a society which rightly places a high value on personal freedom.” However, “the Gospel teaches us that true freedom, the freedom of the children of God, is found only in the self-surrender which is part of the mystery of love. Only by losing ourselves, the Lord tells us, do we truly find ourselves... Real freedom, then, is God’s gracious gift, the fruit of conversion to his truth, the truth which makes us free... In the light of faith, within the communion of the Church, we also find the inspiration and strength to become a leaven of the Gospel in the world.” In the second reading, there is a description of the Church: “Christ, risen from the dead, is the keystone of a great temple which is even now rising in the Spirit. And we, the members of his body, through Baptism have become ‘living stones’ in that temple,” the Pope said. The offering that we are called to make, the Pontiff explained, is “to direct our every thought, word and action to the truth of the Gospel and to harness all our energies in the service of God’s Kingdom... Only in this way can we build something that will truly endure. Only in this way can our lives find ultimate meaning and bear lasting fruit.” Recalling the bicentennial history of the Church in the United States, the Pontiff affirmed that during these 200 years, the face of the Catholic community “has changed greatly,” due to the successive waves of immigrants. He also made reference to “the strong faith which built up the network of churches, educational, healthcare and social institutions... the countless fathers and mothers who passed on the faith to their children, the steady ministry of the many priests who devoted their lives to the care of souls, and the incalculable contribution made by so many men and women religious.” “Today’s celebration,” the Pope explained, “is more than an occasion of gratitude for graces received. It is also a summons to move forward with firm resolve to use wisely the blessings of freedom, in order to build a future of hope for coming generations.”
The words of St. Peter on the dignity of the Christian - “You are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people he claims for his own, to proclaim his glorious works” (1 Pet 2:9).- also “challenge us to an ever greater fidelity to the glorious inheritance which we have received in Christ,” the Pope said. “They challenge us to examine our consciences, to purify our hearts, to renew our baptismal commitment to reject Satan and all his empty promises. They challenge us to be a people of joy, heralds of the unfailing hope born of faith in God’s word, and trust in his promises.” The daily prayer to the Father, saying, “Thy kingdom come,” “needs to shape the mind and heart of every Christian in this nation. It needs to bear fruit in the way you lead your lives and in the way you build up your families and your communities,” the Pope said. “It means facing the challenges of present and future with confidence in Christ’s victory and a commitment to extending his reign. It means not losing heart in the face of resistance, adversity and scandal. It means overcoming every separation between faith and life, and countering false gospels of freedom and happiness. It also means rejecting a false dichotomy between faith and political life... It means working to enrich American society and culture with the beauty and truth of the Gospel, and never losing sight of that great hope which gives meaning and value to all the other hopes which inspire our lives. And this, dear friends, is the particular challenge which the Successor of Saint Peter sets before you today.”
Concluding his homily, the Pope spoke of the impressive legacy left behind by past generations. “In our day too, the Catholic community in this nation has been outstanding in its prophetic witness in the defense of life, in the education of the young, in care for the poor, the sick and the stranger in your midst.” His final words were dedicated to the youth: Especially to the youth, I entrust them with the great challenge that is implied in believing in Christ and making this faith manifest in outreach to the poor; also, in a generous response to the calls that He continues to make, to leave everything and take up a life of total consecration to God and to the Church in the priesthood or the religious life.” (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 22/4/2008; righe 82, parole 1113)
23 April 2008 – Funeral Mass for Cardinal Alfonso López Trujillo.

VATICAN - Pope Benedict XVI recalls the zeal and passion of Cardinal Alfonso Lopez Trujillo’s “tireless activity in safeguarding and promoting the family and Christian marriage”

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) - This morning, April 23, a funeral mass was held for Cardinal Alfonso Lopez Trujillo, President of the Pontifical Council for the Family, at the Altar of the Chair in Saint Peter’s Basilica. The Mass was presided by Cardinal Angelo Sodano, Dean of the College of Cardinals. The Holy Father gave the homily, opening with a brief biographical sketch of the major events in the life of the late Cardinal. He then asked, “How can we forget, in a moment like this, the zeal and passion with which the cardinal worked over the last 18 years, carrying out his tireless activity in safeguarding and promoting the family and Christian marriage? How can we not be grateful to him for the courage with which he defended the non-negotiable values of human life? We all admired his tireless activity... We cannot but be grateful for the tenacious battle he fought to defend the truth of familial love and to spread the gospel of the family. The enthusiasm and determination with which he carried out his work in these areas, were the fruit of his personal experience, especially his mother’s suffering and death at the age of 44, from an extremely painful disease.”  Benedict XVI also spoke of how the Cardinal “drew his love for the truth about mankind and for the gospel of the family from the belief that each human being and each family reflects the mystery of God Who is Love,” and his entire life was dedicated to affirming the truth. Quoting a passage written by the late Cardinal, the Pope affirmed that “the truth of love always remained the ‘bedrock’ of his life; first, in Colombia, when he had to search ‘to discover the significance of genuine liberation in the area of theology,’ and later, here in Rome, when he dedicated himself to ‘proclaiming and spreading the gospel of life and the gospel of the family, as a collaborator of the Holy Father.’” The Pope concluded by recalling the generosity of the lamented Cardinal, “which translated into multiple works of charity, especially in support of children in various parts of the globe,” with the hope that this testimony may “encourage us to use all our own physical and spiritual resources for the Gospel, may it spur us on to work in defence of human life, and help us to look constantly to the goal of our earthly pilgrimage.” (SL) (Agenzia Fides 23/4/2008; righe 29, parole 402)

24 April 2008 –Audience with Bishops of the Caucasus on Ad Limina Visit

VATICAN - The Pope tells Bishops of the Caucasus: “The difficult situations of the past century have not extinguished the flame of the Gospel that, from generation to generation, has found a fertile ground in the Caucasus.”

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) - “I greet you all with affection and through you, I wish to send my sincerest thoughts to the priests, your primary collaborators, the consecrated persons, and all the faithful of your communities, as well as the members of other Christian faiths and other religions that live in the Caucasus, a land that is rich in history and culture, birthplace of civilization, and crossroads between East and West.” With these words, the Holy Father Benedict XVI greeted the Bishops of the Southern Caucasus, whom he received in an audience in the late morning on April 24, for their “Ad Limina Apostolorum” visit. 
“Since the fall of the Soviet Union,” the Pope said in his address, “your peoples have seen significant social changes along the road to progress. Yet difficult situations persist: many are the poor, the unemployed, and the refugees whom war has forced from their homes. Nonetheless, the difficult situations of the past century have not extinguished the flame of the Gospel that, from generation to generation, has found a fertile ground in the Caucasus, despite there having been no lack of violent confrontations, both internal and from outside, which have caused many victims, among whom the Church includes many martyrs of the faith.” 
Benedict XVI emphasized that pastoral activity is taking place “in a land where social and cultural challenges continue to exist and where the Catholic community is a ‘small flock,’ that lives its own faith in contact with other Christian faiths and other religions.” The Holy Father encouraged all Catholics there to intensify their collaboration with the other Churches and with the members of other religions. “They should also be careful to not allow that, where Communism was unable to erode Catholic identity, insidious manners of pressure enter, weakening in some the sense of belonging to the Church. With that in mind, I unite myself to the aspirations of your Catholic communities, that they may be recognized in their juridical nature, in respect to the very nature of the Catholic Church.”
This path is not without its difficulties and the Pope called them to have hope and trust even in the midst of trials: “Encourage and support your faithful, so that in the face of difficulties, their joy at professing the faith and of being members of the Catholic Church may not diminish. This is the joy that springs forth from the heart of he who follows Christ the Lord and is willing to give testimony to His Gospel.”
The Pope then encouraged them to pray for vocations and promote vocations to the priesthood and consecrated life. “It is necessary to ensure that future generations in Armenia, Azerbaijan and Georgia have saintly priests who live their vocation with joy and generously dedicate themselves to caring for all the faithful.” Special attention should be given to families, that “due to the mentality ingrained in the society and passed down from the Communist era, are facing no small number of difficulties and are affected by those wounds and those attacks on human life which, unfortunately, take place in so many other parts of the world.” 
The Holy Father seemed impressed by the attention given to the poor and those in difficulty, pointing out that these activities “are done with an evangelical spirit.” After expressing the need that “each community always work with this spirit,” Benedict XVI recalled that among the Pastors of Christ’s flock, there is a need for “relationships of constant collaboration, characterized by trust and mutual support,” that is fostered by encounters and periodic moments of coming together to verify the pastoral plans drawn up, especially as concerns preparation for the sacraments. “Such plans aim above all at the formation of the consciences of the faithful according to evangelical ethics, with a particular attention for the young,” the Pope said, entrusting the Church in the Caucasus to the Virgin Mary. “May She grant us the gift of unity and peace so that, journeying in Christ’s name and rising above all diversity, we may work together in building a society where justice and peace reign.” (SL) (Agenzia Fides 25/4/2008; righe 51, parole 681)

27 April 2008 – Holy Father's Letter to Cardinal Ivan Dias

VATICAN - Letter from the Holy Father Benedict XVI to Cardinal Ivan Dias, Special Envoy to ceremonies commemorating the new Christian Millennium in Ethiopia, coinciding with the National Eucharistic Congress

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) - On March 1, 2008, the Holy Father Benedict XVI nominated Cardinal Ivan Dias, Prefect of the Congregation for the Evangelization of Peoples, as his Special Envoy to ceremonies commemorating the new Christian Millennium in Ethiopia. The event will coincide with the Ethiopian National Eucharistic Congress, to be held in Addis Ababa from 2 to 4 May. 
The mission accompanying Cardinal Dias will be made up of Fr. Tsegaye Kenini of the archdiocese of Addis Ababa, former secretary general of the Ethiopian Catholic Secretariate, and Fr. Tesfaye Tadesse M.C.C.I., superior general of the Combonian Missionary Fathers in Ethiopia and president of the conference of religious superiors major of Ethiopia. The Holy Father sent his Letter to Cardinal Ivan Dias, written in Latin and dated March 27, 2008. It was made public April 26. (SL) (Agenzia Fides 28/4/2008; righe 11, parole 136)

27 April 2008 – Holy Mass with Priestly Ordinations 

VATICAN - Pope ordains 29 priests: “May the hope rooted in faith, be always and increasingly yours! May you be witnesses and be wise and generous givers, sweet and strong, respectful and confident.”

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) - On the VI Sunday of Easter, April 27, the Holy Father Benedict XVI presided a Mass in St. Peter’s Basilica, during which 29 deacons (28 from the Diocese of Rome and 1 from Propaganda Fide’s Urban College), were ordained to the priesthood. “Usually the ordination of new priests takes place on the fourth Sunday of Easter, known as Good Shepherd Sunday, which is also world day of prayer for vocations, but this year it was not possible because I was preparing for my journey to the United States of America,” the Pope explained at the beginning of his homily.  Referring to the scripture readings of the day that, “illuminate the mission of the priest,” the Pope recalled the First Reading from Chapter 8 of the Acts of the Apostles, that narrates the mission of Philip of Samaria, quoting the passage that says, “There was great joy in that city” (Acts 8:8), and saying, “In that city of Samaria, traditionally despised and almost excommunicated by the Jews, the call of Christ’s Gospel resounds, opening the hearts of all those who listen to a great joy.” Speaking to the future priests, the Pope continued, “My dear friends, this is also your mission: bring the Gospel to all; so that all may experience the joy of Christ and that there may be great joy in every city... Announce and witness this joy: this is the very heart of your mission... In order to be collaborators in the joy of others, in a world that is often sad and negative, the fire of the Gospel must burn brightly within each of you, the joy of the Lord must live in you. Only then will you be messengers of this joy, only then will you bring it to all, especially those who are sad and disillusioned.” Another element for meditation from the First Reading was the gesture of the imposition of the hands performed by Peter and John, invoking the Holy Spirit. This gesture recalls the rite of Confirmation and is the central gesture of the rite of Holy Orders. “Without saying a word the consecrating Bishop, followed by the other priests who are present, poses his hands on the heads of the ordinantes, thus expressing our invocation that God infuse them with the Holy Spirit, making them participants in Christ’s priestly ministry... My dear Ordinands, in the future, you must frequently return to this moment, to this gesture which while is not magic, it is rich in mystery, because this is the origin of your new mission. In that silent prayer two freedoms meet: the freedom of God, through the Holy Spirit and the freedom of man. The imposition of the hands expresses the specific nature of this meeting: the Church, represented by the Bishop who stands tall with his hands outstretched, who prays that the Holy Spirit consecrate the candidate; the deacon, who kneels, receiving the imposition of the hands and who entrusts himself to the mediation. The union of these gestures is important, but the invisible movement of the Spirit which it expresses is infinitely more important; a movement that is perfectly evoked by sacred silence, which embraces all, internally and externally.” In the Gospel, Jesus promises to pray to the Father to send the Spirit, described as “another Advocate” (Jn 14:16). The Pope continued his homily saying, “The first Advocate is in fact the Son made flesh, who came to defend man from the Accuser, who is Satan. In the moment in which Christ, his mission fulfilled, returns to the Lord, they send the Spirit, as Defender and Consolator, so that he may always remain with the faithful, living within them. Thus, through the workings of the Son and the Holy Spirit, an intimate relationship of reciprocity is created between the Father and his disciples... All of this depends however on one condition that Christ makes at the very beginning and later repeats at the end: “If you love me.” Without love for Christ, which lies in the observance of his commandments, the faithful excludes himself from the Trinitarian movement and begins to fold in on himself, losing all capacity to receive or communicate God.” Jesus’ words “If you love me,” are spoken at the Last Supper, in the moment of the institution of the Eucharist and the Priesthood. While these words are addressed to the Apostles, “in a certain way they are also addressed to all their successors and to priests, who are the closest collaborators of the Apostles successors,” the Pope said. “Receive them with faith and love! Let them be imprinted in your heart, to accompany you along your lifelong journey. Don't forget them, do not lose them along the way! Read them over and over, meditate on them often and above all pray over them. So you will remain faithful to Christ’s Love and you will become aware with an ever new joy how His Divine Word will ‘walk’ beside you and ‘grow’ within you.” Reflecting on the Second Reading, from the First Letter of Peter, Benedict XVI addressed the future priests, saying: “Adore Christ the Lord in your hearts: that is, cultivate a personal relationship of love with Him, a love that is first and foremost, unique and all-encompassing, in which all other relationships are lived, purified, illumined, and sanctified. The ‘hope that is within you’ is linked to this ‘adoration,’ to this love of Christ, that through the Spirit, we might say, lives in us. Our hope, your hope is God, in Jesus, and in the Spirit.” The Pope concluded his homily with this wish: “May the hope rooted in faith be always and increasingly yours! May you always be witnesses and be wise and generous givers, sweet and strong, respectful and confident. May you be accompanied in this mission and protected always by the Virgin Mary, who I exhort you to welcome anew, as did the apostle John beneath the Cross, as your Mother, the Star of your life and your priesthood.” (SL) (Agenzia Fides 28/4/2008; righe 73, parole 1,002)

27 April 2008 – Regina Caeli 

VATICAN - Benedict XVI encourages the new priests to “spread the joy and hope that flow from the Gospel” and launches appeals for African nations

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) - Joy and hope for the newly ordained priests and for his apostolic journey to the United States of America, a greeting to the Eastern Churches celebrating Easter, and an appeal for Africa: these were the main themes for Pope Benedict XVI’s address given prior to the recitation of the Regina Caeli on Sunday, April 27. 
Making reference to the ceremony, concluded in St. Peter’s Basilica shortly before his address, where he ordained 29 new priests, the Pope affirmed that, “Every year, this is a moment of special grace and great celebration: new life is infused into the fabric of the Community, whether it be in the Church or the city. While the presence of priests is indispensable for the life of the Church, it is also a precious gift for all people.” The Holy Father also recalled that “the missionary sense of the Church and especially of the priests” is that of “spreading the joy of the Gospel in the world! Where Christ is preached with the power of the Holy Spirit and he is accepted with an open soul, society, though it be full of problems, becomes a ‘city of joy’... This then is the wish I have for the newly ordained priests, for whom I invite all to pray: that where they are sent they may spread the joy and hope that flow from the Gospel.”
Benedict XVI then recalled his recent apostolic trip to the United States of America, whose motto was: “Christ our Hope.” “I give thanks to God,” the Pope said, “for abundantly blessing this singular missionary experience of mine and deigning to make me an instrument of the hope of Christ for that Church and that country. I am also grateful because I too was confirmed in hope by American Catholics: I discovered a tremendous vitality and a decisive will to live and to witness to the faith in Jesus.”
His last reflection before praying the Regina Caeli was on the Eastern Churches that, according to the Julian Calendar celebrate the great solemnity of Easter. “I would like to express my fraternal spiritual nearness to these brothers and sisters of ours,” the Pope said. “I cordially greet them, praying that the God who is one and three will confirm them in the faith, fill them with the splendorous light that emanates from the resurrection of the Lord and to comfort them in the difficult situations that they often find themselves living and witnessing to the Gospel. I invite all to join with me in invoking the Mother of God, that the road of dialogue and collaboration that was started upon sometime ago will soon lead to a more complete communion among all the disciples of Christ, that they may be a luminous sign of hope for all humanity.”
Following the recitation of the Regina Caeli, the Holy Father Benedict XVI launched an appeal for Africa, saying: “The news from some African countries continues to cause profound suffering and much concern. I ask you not to forget about these tragic events and the brothers and sisters who are involved in them! I ask you to pray for them and to be their voice. In Somalia, especially in Mogadishu, bitter armed conflicts are worsening the humanitarian crisis of this dear people, which for too many years has been oppressed by brutality and misery. The situation in Darfur, despite a momentary glimmer of hope, remains a tragedy without end for hundreds of thousands of defenseless and abandoned persons. Lastly, Burundi - after the recent bombardments that struck and terrorized the capital city of Bujumbura and also affected the Apostolic Nunciature, and in the face of the threat of a new civil war, I invite all the parties involved to take up again without delay the way of dialogue and reconciliation. I ask the local political authorities, the leaders of the international community and every person of goodwill not to give up on efforts to bring and end to the violence and the honor the commitments that have been made, in a way that will provide a solid basis for peace and development. We entrust our petitions to Mary, Queen of Africa.” (SL) (Agenzia Fides 28/4/2008; righe 49, parole 698)

30 April 2008 – General Audience 

VATICAN - The Pope at the General Audience reflected on the events of his apostolic journey to the United States of America: “To this Church, which now faces the challenges of the present, I have had the joy of announcing anew 'Christ Our Hope' of yesterday, today and forever.”

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) - “Although several days have passed since my return, I still wish to dedicate today’s catechesis, as is customary, to the apostolic journey that took me to the United Nations Organization and the United States of America, April 15-21,” the Holy Father Benedict XVI said in the General Audience on Wednesday, April 30. The Pope reiterated his recognition of the United States Catholic Bishops’ Conference, President Bush, and all those present, for their warm welcome. “However, I also wish to extend my ‘thank you’ to all those who, in Washington and New York, came to greet me and to show their love for the Pope, and for those who have accompanied and supported me with their prayers and with their sacrifices.”
Reflecting on the highlights of his apostolic journey, the Pope first recalled his meeting with President Bush, in which he was able to pay homage “to that great country, which from its beginnings was built on the foundation of a harmonious union between religious, ethical and political principles, and which still constitutes a valid example of healthy laicism, where the religious dimension, in the diversity of its expressions, is not only tolerated but turned to advantage as the 'soul' of the nation and the fundamental guarantee of the rights and duties of human beings.” In his meeting with the Bishops, at the National Shrine of the Immaculate Conception, in Washington, he was able to support his brother bishops, “in their difficult task of spreading the Gospel in a society marked by no small number of contradictions, which also threaten the coherence of Catholics and even of the clergy. I encouraged them to make their voices heard on the moral and social questions of the day, and to form the lay faithful so they become good 'leavening' in the civil community on the base of that fundamental cell which is the family... Reflecting upon the painful question of sexual abuse of minors by ordained ministers, I told the bishops of my closeness, and encouraged them in the task of binding wounds and strengthening their relationships with their priests.”
During the Eucharistic celebration held in the Nationals Stadium in Washington, the Holy Spirit was invoked, “upon the Church in America that she may face current and future challenges with courage and hope.” One of these challenges is certainly that of education, Pope Benedict XVI said, recalling his encounter at the Catholic University of America with its professors and students. “The educational task is an integral part of the mission of the Church, and the U.S. Church community has always been very committed in this field, offering at the same time a great social and cultural service to the entire country. It is important that this can continue. And it is in the same way important to take care of the quality of the Catholic educational centers.” The meetings with representatives of other religions, “formed an important part” of his trip, the Pontiff said, as they offered an occasion for confirming their “common commitment to dialogue and to promoting peace and spiritual and moral values. In what may be considered as the homeland of religious freedom, I recalled how such freedom must be defended with congruous efforts to avoid all forms of discrimination and prejudice. I also highlighted the great responsibility religious leaders have, both in teaching respect and non-violence and in upholding the deepest questions of the human conscience.” During his visit to U.N. headquarters, on the 60th anniversary of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, the Holy Father was able “to confirm, in the most great and authoritative supranational assembly, the value of this declaration, recalling its universal basis, that is, the dignity of the human person created by God in his image and likeness to cooperate in the world with his great design of life and peace. Respect for human rights is rooted, as well as in peace, in 'justice,' that is, in an ethical order valid in all times and for all peoples.” Among the other important moments of his apostolic journey, Pope Benedict XVI recalled the Mass in St. Patrick's Cathedral, in the heart of Manhattan, with priests and consecrated persons from all over the country: “I will never forget the warmth with which they congratulated me for the third anniversary of my election to the See of Peter. It was a moving moment, in which I experienced in a tangible way all of the support of the Church for my ministry.” To the youth and seminarians, the Pope presented them with “the figures of several men and women who have born witness to the Gospel in an exemplary manner, in the land of America...Facing the darkness today that threatens the lives of young people, the young people can find in the saints the light that dispels this darkness: the light of Christ, the hope for every man!” “This hope, which is stronger than sin and death, filled that emotionally intense moment I lived in the silence of the chasm of Ground Zero, where I lit a candle and prayed for all the victims of the terrible tragedy. Finally, my visit culminated with the celebration of the Eucharist in Yankee Stadium in New York: I still carry in my heart that festival of faith and brotherhood, with which we celebrated the 200 years of the oldest dioceses of North America. The original little flock has progressed enormously, enriching itself with the faith and the traditions of successive waves of immigration. To this Church, which now faces the challenges of the present, I have had the joy of announcing anew 'Christ Our Hope' of yesterday, today and forever.” With these words, the Holy Father concluded his discourse. (SL) (Agenzia Fides 2/5/2008; righe 71, parole 952)

VERBA PONTIFICIS

Culture

“ it is necessary to reflect together on a moral and spiritual level. What is ever more vital is
to promote a 'new humanism' to help man understand himself and his journeying in history.”. (Message to participants at International Study Seminar promoted by the Pontifical Council for Justice and Peace 12 April 2008).

Dialogue

“…religious freedom, interreligious dialogue and faith-based education aim at something more than a consensus regarding ways to implement practical strategies for advancing peace. The broader purpose of dialogue is to discover the truth.”. (Meeting with Representatives of other religions, Washington 17 April 2008)

Natural Law

“ the rights recognized and expounded in the Declaration [...]Removing human rights from this context would mean restricting their range and yielding to a relativistic conception…” (Address to the plenary assembly of the United Nations Organisation 18 April 2008 )

Ecumenism  

“…religious freedom, interreligious dialogue and faith-based education aim at something more than a consensus regarding ways to implement practical strategies for advancing peace. The broader purpose of dialogue is to discover the truth.”. (Meeting with Representatives of other religions, Washington 17 April 2008)
Family

“ The so-called new models of the family and a spreading relativism have weakened these fundamental values of the family nucleus. The evils of our society […]are in need of urgent remedies ”. (Audience to participants at the Plenary Assembly of the Pontifical Council for the Family, 5 April 2008).

Martyrdom

“ When Christians are truly the leaven, light and salt of the earth, they too become the object of persecution, as was Jesus; like him they are "a sign of contradiction”. (Liturgy of the Word with the S. Egidio Community at the Basilica di san Bartholomew on  Tiber Island 7 April 2008 ).
Priestly Ordination

“ in the future you must always think back to this moment, to this gesture that has nothing magical about it and yet is full of mystery, because this is the origin of your new mission. In that silent prayer the encounter between two freedoms comes into being: the freedom of God, who works through the Holy Spirit and the freedom of man. The imposition of hands visually expresses the specific manner of this meeting”. (Priestly Ordinations 27 April 2008 )

Peace 

“True and lasting peace is unimaginable without the development of each person and of all peoples. […]"Nor is it conceivable to think of reducing arms if first we do not eliminate violence at its roots, if man does not first turn decisively to searching for peace and for what is good and just".” (Message to participants at International Study Seminar promoted by the Pontifical Council for Justice and Peace 12 April 2008).

Priesthood

“ Only sound persons can be admitted to the priesthood and only persons with a deep personal life in Christ and who have a deep sacramental life.  […]it is more important to have good priests than to have many priests.”. (Conversation with journalists in flight to Washington 15 April 2008 ).

Society

“ Without God, who alone bestows upon us what we by ourselves cannot attain (cf. Spe Salvi, 31), our lives are ultimately empty. People need to be constantly reminded to cultivate a relationship with him who came that we might have life in abundance (cf. Jn 10:10).

 (Vespers with the Catholic Bishops of the United States 16 April 2008 ).

“ The full guarantee of religious liberty cannot be limited to the free exercise of worship, but has to give due consideration to the public dimension of religion, and hence to the possibility of believers playing their part in building the social order. ”. (Address to the plenary assembly of the United Nations Organisation 18 April 2008).

Development

“ Indeed, questions of security, development goals, reduction of local and global inequalities, protection of the environment, of resources and of the climate, require all international leaders to act jointly and to show a readiness to work in good faith, respecting the law, and promoting solidarity with the weakest regions of the planet”. (Address to the plenary assembly of the United Nations Organisation 18 April 2008 ).

Tradition

“ Indeed, it is impossible to plan the future without referring to a past full of significant experiences and spiritual and moral reference points” (Audience to participants at the Plenary Assembly of the Pontifical Council for the Family, 5 April 2008 8)
Truth

“ Truth means more than knowledge: knowing the truth leads us to discover the good. [...]Far from being just a communication of factual data – “informative” – the loving truth of the Gospel is creative and life-changing – “performative” (cf. Spe Salvi, 2).” (Meeting with the Catholic educators at the Catholic University of Washington on 17 April 2008).

quaestiones
Political Crisis - AFRICA/ZIMBABWE - “We ask that a international mediator of the stature of Kofi Annan intervene in the Zimbabwean crisis”: appeal from Bishops of Southern Africa

Harare (Agenzia Fides) - The Bishops of Botswana, South Africa, and Swaziland (gathered at the Southern African Catholic Bishops’ Conference), in a statement issued immediately prior to the Summit meeting of Southern African leaders on Zimbabwe, asked that an international mediator of the stature of Kofi Annan be sent to intervene in the Zimbabwean crisis. The Bishops ask “the leaders of the Southern African Development Communities and the African Union to take prompt action in order to reduce tension, sending in a mediator of the international stature of Kofi Annan in order to ensure a resolution that will be acceptable to all Zimbabwean citizens.” The petition comes in a statement sent to Fides and signed by Archbishop Buti Tlhagale of Johannesburg, President of the SACBC. The Archbishop asks that “President Mbeki, the leaders of the Southern African Development Communities, and the African Union exercise their influence in publishing the results of the elections in Zimbabwe.”
Archbishop Tlhagale states that “the apparent impunity and lack of respect for the democratic process that has caused this delay are reason for serious concern. The postponing of the publication of the results has only increased tension and fear in Zimbabwe. The credibility of the peaceful vote has been undermined by this delay and by the behavior of the political parties. The uncertainty that has been fostered has created the perfect opportunity for anarchy.”
The National Electoral Commission has not yet published the results of the presidential elections. A representative of the Commission has said that they cannot be revealed due to a question that must be resolved by the magistrates. This statement came in response to the MDC’s (Movement for Democratic Change) petition to the High Court of Justice to intervene with an order obliging the Electoral Commission to release the results of the March 29 elections. The verdict is expected to be declared April 14. 
The opposition in Zimbabwe announces that they refuse to participate in the second round, which seems increasingly more likely to take place, declaring that they already one the first round of elections on March 29. “We will not participate in a second round of elections because we already won. We do not need a second round,” said Tendai Biti, Secretary General of the MDC. 
The political state in Zimbabwe is under the vigilance of all the governments and diplomats of southern Africa, whose Heads of State will meet on April 12 in Lusaka (Zambia) for an extraordinary summit meeting of the Southern African Development Communities (see Fides 10/4/2008), on the crisis in Zimbabwe. President Robert Mugabe has confirmed his participation in the event. The Summit has also invited Tsvangirai, who is currently on a visiting tour of the various neighboring countries. The leader of the MDC met with South African President Thabo Mbeki. The dialogue with Mbeki took place some days after his meeting with African National Congress leader Jacob Zuma, whose position on Zimbabwe differs from that of Mbeki (Zuma is considered to be the likely successor to Mbeki in the leadership of South Africa following upcoming elections in 2009). Zuma seemed to be in favor of increased commitment on the part of his country and from all the other members of SADC in the Zimbabwean crisis. He asked that “all the parties (of Zimbabwe) respect the will of the people, beyond the election results and in respect of the law...if there are conflicts, they should be resolved through appropriate legal means.” (LM) (Agenzia Fides 11/4/2008; righe 46, parole 574)
Food Crisis - AFRICA - Faced with the “alimentary tsunami” that threatens the world, “handouts” are not enough - a worldwide plan is needed to give a boost to agriculture in Africa and other underprivileged areas

Rome (Agenzia Fides) - International economic institutions are all hearing the same alarming news: the world is facing a serious food crisis that threatens to destroy the progress made, in recent decades, among the world’s poorest countries. “The cost of rice has reached a global increase of 75% in only two months and the cost of grain, in the last year has risen 120%. This means that, for example, the cost of a loaf of bread has more than doubled and that in Yemen, a middle-class family spends more than 25% of its income on bread,” said World Bank President Robert Zoellick. “Hundreds of thousands of people will die of hunger. We are on the verge of a real worldwide food supply shock, less visible than that of fuel, however with the potential effect of an economic and humanitarian tsunami in Africa,” said Dominique Strauss-Kahn, General Director of the General Monetary Fund. And in unison with his voice are those of many Ministers and experts from the world of Western economy, who consider the issue a real worldwide priority.
37 countries around the world, from Haiti to Mexico, and from Senegal to Egypt, continue to witness uprisings from the steep rise in food prices, that most harshly hit the poorest sectors in the countries with fragile economies. The so-called biofuels use lands and crops that had been once used for food, in order to allow cars in the more developed countries to continue circulating, in spite of the high price of petroleum. This is a scandalous situation, considering the fact that Europeans spend 15% of their income on food, versus the 75% spent by Nigerians. 
In the face of this crisis, criticism increases from those who call for a reform of energy policies that place the survival of underprivileged nations at risk. However, biofuels are not the only reason for the rise in food costs. The rise in the cost of petroleum also contributes to the rise in agricultural products, both in their production and transportation. In addition to all this, are the changes in food selection in different countries, especially in Asia where the growing economy allows for an increase in meat consumption. An increase in meat consumption implies more livestock and, therefore, an increase in agricultural area dedicated to grazing land or to producing feed for the animals, thus contributing to a decrease in production of grains for human consumption. To these factors, are added the rapid urban development that has reduced the surface area available for planting crops, natural disasters that have set back or destroyed crops in several countries that export rice and other grains, and speculation on the part of international and local markets. 
And what can be done about this situation? The World Bank has called for a “New Deal” on hunger. The donating countries are asked to promptly provide 325 million Euros for the World Food Program. The United States has announced their emergency aid plan of 200 million dollars. In Africa, the current crisis has been seen as an opportunity to boost the local agricultural economy. The South African Finance Minister, Trevor Manuel, encouraged his fellow citizens to replant crops in order to confront the crisis. However, what is now needed is that as many African countries as possible become self-reliant for their alimentary needs. They should refuse “handouts,” therefore, and focus on investment in infrastructures, wells, dykes, and roads, in rural area education, as well as in forming a local food supply industry for processing African agricultural products. The economically stronger countries should open their markets to the African producers, as well, to allow for a genuine boost in the agricultural economy and not only in subsistence. (LM) (Agenzia Fides 15/4/2008; righe 46, parole 615)

Evangelisation – ASIA/CHINA - “How sweet is the path of evangelisation ”: Evangelisation Seminar 2008, Fu Cheng parish, Heng Shui diocese 

Heng Shui (Agenzia Fides) - “ How sweet is the path of evangelisation” was the theme of an Evangelisation Seminar 2008 on 5 April organised by Fu Cheng parish in the diocese of Heng Shui (formerly  diocese of Jing Xian), in He Bei Province, the diocesan Bishop Feng Xin Mao, vicar and other priests and women religious, and more than 150 lay Catholics discussed the future of evangelisation after the celebration of the Lord's Paschal Mystery. Parish priest Rev Tian Jin Xiang stated the parish intentions: “to intensify the mission of evangelisation, spread the Word of God, listen to the Lord's teaching, practice charity”. A few newly baptised Catholics shared with those present the emotion of their experience of faith. The celebration of Easter truly gave new impulse to evangelisation in the life of the diocese. 

Although the diocesan community of Heng Shui is situated in the least Catholic area of the province it is rich in fruits of evangelisation: no less than 300 baptisms during the Easter Vigil Mass 2008; in Fu Cheng parish alone, there were 90 baptisms. “These fruits are the result of hard work on the part of parish evangelisation groups”, said Bishop Feng

Many years ago, a Catholic woman living in Heng Shui offered to host prayer meetings and other religions activities in her home. From then on the number of Catholics in Heng Shui began to increase every year. And even more in the last two years. What is more, thanks to formation in the faith the quality of Christian life has greatly improved. 

The diocese of Jing Xian (today Heng Shui) was formerly a Mission run by French Jesuits. Apostolic Prefecture since 1939, raised to the rank of diocese in 1947. In 1952, the community consisted of about 3-4,000. Today the diocese of Jing Xian (Heng Shui) has 25,000 Catholics, 31 priests, 26 major seminarians and 81 minor seminarians, 30 churches 5 clinics. The diocesan congregation of the Sisters of Our Lady of Good Counsel, reopened in January 1987, today has 78 professed women religious, 12 novices and 25 postulants. (NZ) (Agenzia Fides 10/04/2008 - righe 27, parole 353)

Evangelisation - AFRICA/KENYA - A new era in the evangelization of Africa with the publication of the new Catechism of the Catholic Church, edited by the Kenyan Bishops’ Conference
Nairobi (Agenzia Fides) - Following the publication of “The Catechism of the Catholic Church” and the “Compendium to the Catechism of the Catholic Church,” in English and Swahili (the two official languages in Kenya), the Bishops’ Conference decided to publish a “local” catechism for Kenya, also available for use in other English-speaking countries in Africa. Thanks to the work of a team of theologians, catechists, and priests dedicated to pastoral ministry, under the direction of Bishop Patrick Harrington of Lodwar, President of the Doctrinal Commission, the new official “Catholic Catechism” was presented on April 2, 2008 at the close of a Mass celebrated in Saint Thomas Aquinas Major Seminary in Nairobi and presided by Cardinal John Njue, Archbishop of Nairobi and President of the Kenyan Bishops’ Conference. In the presence of all the Bishops of Kenya, as well as many religious and laity, the Cardinal distributed copies of the new Catechism to Bishops, priests, religious, and catechists for use in the evangelization of Kenya and expressed his hope that this Catechism would be a fresh driving force in the missionary effort of bringing the Gospel message to all people. 
The new Catechism is noted for its constant reference to the Bible, the Catechism of the Catholic Church, and the Compendium. The Congregation for the Clergy has praised the new Catechism for its Christological centrality and for its frequent references to the Scriptures and Magisterium of the Church. The new Catechism reflects the organization of the Catechism of the Catholic Church in its four parts: The Creed, The Liturgy (beginning with the Sacraments), Christian Activity, and lastly, Prayer. The main feature of the Catechism is that it takes into consideration Africa’s situation. The Catechism helps African Catholics to recognize the values in their culture and the symbols of the presence of the sacred. At the same time, it is meant to help them to open themselves to the Gospel and to place in question those elements of the culture that are not in harmony with the Christian faith.
Thanks to the long-range experience of the Pauline Editions that has been working in Africa for over 25 years, the new Catechism has come out with a creative and attractive style. The graphics design, that has been carefully made in order to facilitate learning and memorization of the content - with “lesson format,” illustrations, simple and clear vocabulary- and a reasonable price make this Catechism a truly useful instrument in re-evangelization of the Christian communities and Christian formation for all people. Gratefully received by those working in pastoral ministry, it has sold over 2,000 copies since April 2. The Catechism will be published in Swahili before the year’s end. The Doctrinal Commission has already programmed the preparation of four smaller volumes of the catechesis for younger students preparing for entrance into the Catholic Church or for receiving the Sacraments. (SL) (Agenzia Fides 15/4/2008; righe 37, parole 474)

John Paul II - ASIA/CHINA - The prominent Chinese periodical “Nan Fang Weekly” publishes an article by a learned Chinese man recalling John Paul II on the third anniversary of his death

Rome (Agenzia Fides) - The April 4th issue of the Nan Fang Weekly, a prominent Chinese newspaper contained an article remembering John Paul II on the third anniversary of his death, written by “a learned Chinese man living in the United States of America.” The author remembers the Pontiff as a “very beloved” Pope, who “changed the face of the Catholic religion and of the world.”
Here are some excerpts taken from the article: “Many of our ‘contemporaries’ maintain the position that Christianity is a Western religion. However, the reality is that Christianity is above all a religion of the third world. The face of Catholicism at the Vatican [making reference to the internationalization of the Roman Curia] has changed thanks to the efforts of the great deceased Pontiff who passed away on April 2, three years ago, John Paul II.” “Nowadays it is difficult to define Catholicism as a Western religion. Likewise, it is hard to define Buddhism as an Eastern religion.” “According to statistics, of the over 1 billion Catholics in the world, 490 million are in South America, 120 million in Africa, and 110 million in Asia. That means that 70% of Catholics live in third world countries.” “Over 75% of those baptized in 1998 were from developing countries.” “After so many years, we can finally say that Christianity is our religion.” “In many Western countries, a great number of the Catholics are immigrants from Asia, South America, and Africa.”
“John Paul II, thanks to this great attractive character of his soul, was able to maintain the unity of the Catholic Church, as well as improve relations with Protestants, Jews, and Muslims. Religion is a worldwide phenomena; Christianity is also a worldwide phenomena. And this is the ‘new color’ that this Pope left to the world, so much so that when we refer to religion, we now have a completely renewed vision. Following the principle that one should always draw the line between politics and religion, what can stop us from telling our fellow Chinese Christians, con generosity, that this is our religion and it forms a part of our modern Chinese culture? And in our relationship with foreigners who share this same faith, what is to stop us from saying that this is our religion and that it forms part of our modern culture of global exchange?” (NZ) (Agenzia Fides 11/4/2008; righe 28, parole 390)

Mission - AMERICA/PERU - Great Mission of Lima begins “to help all people to find and nurture a vital relationship with Christ, our hope.”

Lima (Agenzia Fides) - The Great Mission of Lima began on Monday, April 28, feast of St. Toribio de Mogrovejo, with a Solemn Mass and procession with an image and relic of the saint. Cardinal Juan Luis Cipriani Thorne, Archbishop of Lima, greeted those present - priests, religious, and laity - all gathered in the Cathedral, thanking them for “the effort they have made in coming here and in making this great work of the Holy Spirit come alive, i.e. the Lima Mission.”
Cardinal Cipriani recalled in his homily that the Church’s primary mission is to evangelize. “The mission is Christ at work,” he said. “It is Christ who wants to use us to work in the souls, to reach so many people who are waiting for Him, to console, instruct, and convert, because there is a deep thirst for God.” He also pointed out that “the goal of our missionary activity is to help all people to find and nurture a vital relationship with Christ, our hope.”
According to Cardinal Cipriani, with this mission, “we want to tell the Pope: ‘Here I am, send me!’ Here is the Church of Lima that recognizes you as the Vicar of Christ with love and obedience, and we wish to continue united to all the churches of Latin America in this Great Continental Mission.”
The Archbishop of Lima also mentioned in his homily that the unity of the family is needed today more than ever. “The challenges of our modern world also require a moral preparation, a correctly formed conscience. We need to respect life from its beginning until its natural end, respect the family: man and woman, the indissoluble Catholic marriage. The family, is the primary site for the new evangelization and also the privileged place of the Great Mission.” He also encouraged the faithful “to return to Sunday Mass and to the recitation of the Rosary as a family. They are not old-fashioned traditions; they have not gone out of style. Today, more than ever, the unity of the family is needed. The family that prays together, stays together,” he added. 
According to the Cardinal, the Great Mission’s objective is “to proclaim with hope and joy that Christ is among us, that He desires our coherence in what we think, say, and do: this Christian coherence.” The Archbishop of Lima also mentioned some of the proposed goals for the Great Mission: “Eucharistic Adoration, contemplation of the Mysteries of the Rosary, and the Sacraments of Initiation.”
“Firmly united to Our Mother, Saint Mary, we begin today this special grace of the Great Mission of Lima. We place the Archbishop of Lima, Saint Toribio de Mogrovejo, as our patron. And as our patroness, we place the first Saint of the Americas, Saint Rose of Lima. May we walk united as brothers, full of joy, faith, and hope. We look forward to years of great work, spreading peace and joy,” he concluded. (RG) (Agenzia Fides 29/4/2008; righe 36, parole 486)
Mission - ASIA/INDIA - “Catholics are victims of attacks that try to destabilize the Church’s presence in India”: statement from Cardinal Oswald Gracias

Bombay (Agenzia Fides) - According to Cardinal Oswald Gracias, Archbishop of Bombay, widespread organized attacks in an attempt to upset the Church’s presence in India could form part of an ulterior plan of some Hindu radicalist groups. The aim of the campaign may be an effort to place obstacles in the Church’s presence in India, increasingly marginalizing it, and reducing its influence in society.
The Cardinal publicly expressed his concern almost four months after the attacks that have been suffered by Catholics in Orissa (east-central India) and that have left profound wounds, pain, and uncertainty among local Catholics. Several people have died, others are injured, and thousands have had to flee from their homes (see Fides 20/1/2008). Cardinal Gracias, President of the Conference of Latin Rite Bishops of India, after having read reports and examined official government documents, said that, “the events in Orissa seem to be expressly planned attacks. What most concerns me, taking into account the vastness and territorial connections of India, is that what happened in Orissa could be part of a wider scheme, aimed at creating difficulties for the Church here and elsewhere.” He also made reference to the recent episodes of violence against religious.
The Hindu leaders, he said, are not able to control the most extremist and radical branches. In short, the danger is in the spread of the “virus of cristianophobia” (see Fides 2/4/2008), especially when interreligious relations are also deteriorating due to recent legal measures that, in some Indian states, forbid conversions and foster discrimination of religious minority groups. (PA) (Agenzia Fides 21/4/2008 righe 21, parole 256)

The Pontifical Mission Societies - OCEANIA/NEW ZEALAND - The PMS in New Zealand help the Church in Papua New Guinea

Vanimo (Agenzia Fides) - The Pontifical Mission Societies in New Zealand confirmed their support for the growth of the Church in Papua New Guinea, in an encounter that took place recently in Port Moresby, attended by four National Directors of the PMS in the Pacific area (Australia, New Zealand, Australia, Papua New Guinea, and the Pacific Islands). 
A report was sent to Agenzia Fides by Fr. Paul Shannahan, Director of the PMS in New Zealand, saying that the four directors took part in the ceremony of Bishop Rochus Josef Tatatmai’s installation as Bishop for the Diocese of Bereina, in the presence of the Apostolic Nuncio and large gathering of Catholics of kerema origin (an indigenous ethnicity), dressed in their traditional tribal clothing. About half of the 19 dioceses of Papua New Guinea are governed by Bishops of local origin, which indicates that the Church is growing and becoming more and more autonomous, establishing roots in the territory. 
However, this does not exclude the fact that at this moment in time missionaries are still needed and always appreciates, especially in the most hostile areas of Papua. For this reason, the PMS of Australia and New Zealand continue to offer support to the local Church with their efforts for inculturation, cultural and spiritual formation, evangelization, and economic and social development. 
The PMS of New Zealand have donated $60,000 to a project approved by the Diocese of Vanimo in 2007 and Fr. Shannahan accompanied Bishop Cesare Bonivento, PIME in visiting the Churches constructed in two of the Diocese’s towns. 
The life of the small Catholic communities in Papua, especially in the remote towns, is very simple. They are in need of external aid in order to grow and develop in both a spiritual sense (faith, catechesis, formation), as well as in a material sense (buildings, transportation, teaching materials, and even food supply and health care). With this in mind, the efforts and assistance from New Zealand’s PMS are immensely appreciated. The local Bishop has established a seminary in the area and is now working on finding professors and teaching material in order to begin using the building. The Diocese of Vanimo currently receives the help of 20 foreign priests. “The missionaries and the aid from the other Churches continue to be useful and necessary in Papua New Guinea,” Fr. Shannahan observed. The task of the universal Church is to offer attention and aid to the smaller Churches, for the growth of the whole world. (PA) (Agenzia Fides 10/4/2008; righe 32, parole 410)

The Pontifical Mission Societies - AMERICA/UNITED STATES - The Pontifical Mission Societies launch celebration of the U.S. Church’s 100th anniversary of “missionary independence”

Indianapolis (Agenzia Fides) - Monsignor John E. Kozar, National Director of the Pontifical Mission Societies in the United States has officially launched the celebration of the 100th anniversary of the U.S. Church’s “missionary independence.”
“From 1822 until 1908, we were the biggest beneficiaries of the collective charity of the rest of the Catholic world,” Monsignor Kozar said. “With the grace of God and the infusion of faith brought here by missionaries, we flourished. So much so that in 1908, Rome determined we were no longer mission territory.” As the National Director of the PMS recalled, the United States was “one of the first recipients of financial assistance from the Society for the Propagation of the Faith” in those early years, although the Church in America “started contributing to world mission in 1833 with our first humble gift of $6.” 
This year, the Church in the United States celebrates the 100th anniversary of their so-called missionary independence, “marking our ability as a Church to support our own pastoral and evangelizing needs.”
According to Msgr. Kozar, this celebration is an opportunity “to tell young people about our Church’s rich mission history, and have them learn about the Missions today.” With that goal in mind, all missionaries from Asia and Africa that work in the country, as well as immigrants living there, are being encouraged to share their testimonies with the youth. 
The PMS in the United States has published online the first issue of its 100th anniversary newsletter, “Pentecost Continues...,” which examines the founding of both the Society for the Propagation of the Faith and the Holy Childhood Association, takes a look at a 19th century missionary journey, and offers an article on the local Church in Ethiopia. For the remainder of 2008, each monthly issue will spotlight the rich mission history of the Church in the United States, as well as the stories from the Missions of our day, in Asia, Africa, the Pacific Islands and remote regions of Latin America. (RG) (Agenzia Fides 11/4/2008; righe 27, parole 329)
Missionaries killed - AFRICA - Two missionaries killed in Kenya and Guinea remembered by the Holy Father

Rome (Agenzia Fides) - The two missionaries remembered by Pope Benedict XVI in the recitation of the Regina Caeli on Sunday, April13 are Fr. Brian Thorp, Mill Hill missionary of 77 years of age, whose lifeless corpse was found by a cleaning lady in the parish house in Lamu, Archdiocese of Mombasa (Kenya), apparently the victim of an armed attack and Brother Joseph Douet, of the Order of the Brothers of Saint Gabriel, 62 years-old and murdered April 8 in Katako, in Guinea Conakry. “We give thanks to God for these our brothers, who give themselves without reserve to pastoral ministry, sometimes sealing their fidelity to Christ with the sacrifice of their lives, as happened yesterday to two religious assassinated in Guinea and Kenya. We offer them our grateful admiration and prayers for the repose of their souls.”
Fr. Thorp was born January 30, 1931, in Yorkshire Bridge in Bamford, Derbyshire (England), the fourth of five children. After a life working as a carpenter and construction worker, following the death of his youngest brother in 1967, Brian decided to reflect on his future. The following year, he entered the program for studies with the Mill Hill Missionaries. He made temporal vows in June 1970 and perpetual vows June 29, 1972. He carried out his first mission from 1973-1976 in Basankusu (in present-day Democratic Republic of Congo), where he worked on various projects for building structures for the mission. He later worked in the missions in Kenya and Uganda. In 1999, Fr. Brian was named parish pastor in Lamu, where he worked on the reconstruction of the parish buildings. 
Brother Joseph Douet was originally from Pin-en-Mauges, France. Following a religious formation in Botissandeau, Vandea and university studies in Angers, he became professor in Cholet. In 1971, he began the mission in Senegal. He was later transferred to Guinea where, in 1995, he founded a mission in Ourous and later a school in Kotako. Precisely in his school was where he was attacked by thugs who bound him and placed a sack on his head, suffocating him. The motive appears to have been theft. Br. Douet was burried in Kotako, as he had previously requested. The funeral was presided by Archbishop Vincent Koulibali of Conakry, the country’s capital. (LM) (Agenzia Fides 14/4/2008 righe 29, parole 375)

Life - AMERICA/CHILE - Distribution of the “morning after pill” is outlawed in public health centers, after a long court battle: this “reaffirms the Law in recognizing that our justice system protects life.”

Santiago de Chile (Agenzia Fides) - Following a long court battle, the Constitutional Tribunal of Chile has declared as public and official the court settlement that will give way to the declaration of unconstitutionality presented by representatives of the government against the Supreme Decree that approved the National Norms for Fertility Regulation. According to the settlement, distribution of the “morning after pill” will be prohibited in public health centers. The court settlement was the result of a 5-3 vote (5 in favor) and cannot be appealed, according to local communications sources. The declaration was made following a presentation made by opposing government representatives, who argued that the emergency pill violates the constitutional right to life, as it is an abortifacient. The governmental decision that has now been overturned by this court settlement had called for the distribution of the pill, free of charge, to any woman that requested it, including adolescents over 14 years of age, without parental consent.
A group of 29 associations that are members of the Network for Life and the Family made a public statement applauding the Constitutional Tribunal’s decision, saying, “this reaffirms the Law in recognizing that our justice system protects life.” The also mention the fact that, “the right to life is the first and most fundamental of all rights and it cannot be subordinated or placed at risk under the pretext of a misunderstood sense of equality, much less because of third-party decisions.” With this decision, Chile has joined the ranks of other countries who have also declared the “morning after pill” an abortifacient, among them being the United States of America, through a declaration made by the Food and Drug Administration (FDA) in May of 2004. 
“We are happy about the Constitutional Tribunal’s decision and we support and congratulate the members of government and lawyers who fought for the solicitation and we encourage all members of the society to take an active part in protecting and promoting life, especially the life of the unborn,” the statement concluded.
Among the institutions that form the Network for Life and the Family, are: Family Action, Aid to the Church in Need, Asociación Familia Viva, ACONOR, Calcuta, Centro de Investigación y Estudios de la Vida Humana (CIEVH), Centro de Alumnos Derechos UC (CADE), Centro de Estudios Política y Sociedad, CIMENARF, ChileVida, Ciudadanos por la Vida, ConVida, Corporación Proyecto Esperanza, Creavida, Cristianos por la Vida, Jóvenes Chile, Jóvenes por la Vida, Fundación Instituto de Estudios Evangélicos, Fundación Gente Nueva, Fundación Hacer Familia, Fundación Sara Philippi, ISFEM, Movimiento Humanista Cristiano (MHC), Movimiento Mundial de Madres (MMM), MueveteChile.org, Persona & Vida, Red Raíces de Puente Alto, SOFAM, Viva Chile. (RG) (Agenzia Fides 8/4/2008; righe 36, parole 439)

Life - AMERICA/MEXICO - The Church in Mexico reaffirms its “yes” to life, “that cannot and should not be trampled by laws that threaten or destroy it”

Acapulco (Agenzia Fides) - Amidst the Archdiocese of Acapulco’s jubilee celebrations for its 50th anniversary as a diocese, “Buen Pastor” (Good Shepherd) Seminary organized a Bioethics Congress last week, entitled: “Euthanasia and Abortion: Challenges for Mexico,” featuring specialists in these topics. The Congress took place on the edge of the imminent verdict of the National Supreme Court on the unconstitutional claim made by the National Committee for Human Rights and the General Procurator of the Republic, versus the approval of the legalization of Pregnancy Interruption in the Federal District. 
In the face of the culture of death, “the Church wishes to continue insisting on the yes to life that comes from the Gospel message of Jesus Christ and that cannot be negotiated nor dismissed,” a statement from the Archdiocese of Acapulco says. “We understand the yes to life in an integral manner, that is, from conception until natural death, as life is a gift from the Creator,” which necessarily implies attention to the situations in which life is threatened and “with the great threats to life so commonly present in our cities, such as malnutrition, unemployment, low income, addictions, violence, organized crime, and all the situations that cause a deterioration in the life and dignity of the people, especially those that live in a situation of high vulnerability, such as the unborn, the elderly, the native people, the sick, women, and children,” the statement continued.
They also mentioned that “the right to life is a natural right, recognizable by right reason,” and is therefore “a human rights issue, the first and foremost of all.” It is “from this rational perspective that the Church recognizes and defends the right to life, that cannot and should not be trampled by laws that threaten or destroy it.”
Thus, the Church makes an appeal asking that laws be passed that promote and defend life. In addition, it recalls, as Catholics “we cannot ignore our faith in appreciating this gift of life and in defending it from any abuse. The Biblical command of ‘You shall not kill’ always takes precedence over any human law that allows or promotes the elimination of the lives of the most vulnerable in society.”
Archbishop Felipe Aquirre Franco of Acapulco stated in the Congress that abortion degrades society. “We know, as priests, the drama lived out by those who have been responsible for an abortion. The guilt of having killed one’s own child is present in every conscience,” the Archbishop affirmed. He also mentioned that abortion is killing and that it is a crime condemned both by the law of God and the Constitution of Mexico, “where with permissive laws, thousands of children are killed in hospitals, due to the hedonist mentality of parties who disguise it all as reproductive health service.” (RG) (Agenzia Fides 16/4/2008; righe 36, parole 461)

Vocations - ASIA/CHINA - Day of Prayer for Vocations celebrated with deep fervour in the whole Chinese Catholic community, especially at the 10 major seminaries 

Beijing (Agenzia Fides) - More than 50 priests concelebrated a solemn Mass at the National Chinese Seminary in Beijing on Sunday 13 May, the annual Day of Prayer for Vocations. The Mass was presided by Rev Thomas Law Kwok Fai, head of the Liturgy Commission of the diocese of Hong Kong, in the presence of 70 seminarians and 10 women religious who prayed for vocations in the Church in China and the universal Church, reflecting on Pope Benedict XVI's message for the Day,  “Vocations at the Service of the Church-mission”. 

With them, from Shan Xi, to Shaan Xi, Shan Dong, Zhong Nan, to Shang Hai, to Si Chuan, Shen Yang, the whole Chinese Catholic community prayed for vocations all over the world, with various initiatives, retreats, conferences, seminars, competitions, (hymns and articles on vocations …). The Day was celebrated with great enthusiasm by the students at China's ten Catholic seminaries. According to the rector of the National Major Seminary in Beijing  Rev Liu Zhen Tian, “16 seminarians of the 1st and 2nd year of theology received the minor orders of lector and acolyte from the hands of the diocesan bishop, Bishop Giuseppe Li Shan during a solemn Mass at the Cathedral”. All the faithful prayed intensely for vocations.

The major seminary in He Bei celebrated the Day on 12 and 13 April. The seminarians took part in an oratory competition on the theme “ fraternal priestly friendship ”, “prayer life”, “my vocation ”, “the future of the priest”, again with reflection on the Papal Message. A retreat organised in the diocese of Han Dan, focussed on the theme “Eucharist and Vocation”, underlining that the vocation is the expression of eucharistic life.

The major seminary and the minor seminary of Ji Lin, celebrated the day together: 21 majors and 20 minors and about 30 priests renewed their commitment to follow their vocation.

Four years ago the diocese of Hai Men started a vocation formation service. The annual Day of Prayer for Vocations is also a good fund raising day. Offerings from 100 Chinese Catholics and a number of non Chinese faithful will go towards the formation of local seminarians and women religious.

Finally, about 100 Catholics in the diocese of Kai Feng attended a prayer meeting on the theme “Come, follow me” after a solemn Mass for vocations celebrated in the Cathedral. (NZ) (Agenzia Fides 15/04/2008 - righe 34, parole 428)
Vocations - ASIA/MALAYSIA - Experience of youth and vocation pastoral in the diocese of Kuchin

Kuching (Agenzia Fides) - Young people who love the Lord Jesus and do not hesitate to answer his call to follow Him in the priestly or religious life or as active lay Catholics: over 400 young people from different parishes in the archdiocese of Kuching, Malaysia - western Borneo - lived a day of faith, spirituality, communion and sharing on the theme of "Vocation”. Information collected by Fides revealed that the day, celebrated on 13 April, world Day of Prayer for Vocations, focussed on vocations and in the next World Youth Day event in July in Sydney, Australia.

Present at the day, Apostolic Delegate in Malaysia, Archbishop Salvatore Pennacchio, who presided a solemn Mass at the end of a pilgrimage and the Stations of the Cross with the participation of all the young people. The Way of the Cross was celebrated on the way up Mount Singai where the participants were welcomed by a large local community of young people. The Singai Community is a fruit of the mission of Mill Hill missionary Fr Felix Westerwoudt, who was the first to announce Jesus Christ to these mountain peoples in 1885 and build a Catholic chapel here. The young people participated with deep devotion and joy.

In his homily the Archbishop reminded the young people that the experience of walking up the mount on pilgrimage to encounter God is the experience of daily life. He encouraged them to have hope and to “open the doors to Christ” to let Him into their lives and experience an encounter which will render them truly free. Mentioning the theme of World Day of Prayer for Vocations, Archbishop Pennacchio urged the young people to heed the call of Jesus and to follow Him with joy in the experience of the priestly or consecrated life. Recalling the imminent World Youth Day event, he encouraged the young people to bear witnesses to Christ by showing love to others and serving them.

For his part Archbishop John Ha of Kuching said the presence of the Apostolic Delegate had been of “great encouragement for young people” and reminded them of the “Holy Father's love and concern for them”. During his visit to Kuching, Archbishop Pennacchio took the opportunity to attend a meeting of the Archdiocesan Pastoral Council on the theme “Family, herald of hope and the Good News in society and in the world”. (PA) (Agenzia Fides 17/4/2008 righe 27 parole 274)

Vocations - VATICAN - World Day of Prayer for Vocations - Increase in vocations to the priesthood and consecrated life in Africa and Asia, while other continents observe decrease

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) - Vocations to the priesthood and consecrated life have steadily increased over the past few years in Africa and Asia, while a gradual decrease is being observed in Europe and on a lesser scale, in the Americas and Oceania. 
According to the most recent edition of the official “Yearbook of Church Statistics” (updated December 31, 2005), the total number of priests in the world was 406,411; religious who are not priests, 54,708; religious women, 760,529; seminarians (major seminaries, diocesan, and religious), 114, 439; minor seminarians (including diocesan and religious), 102,042.
Observing the statistics from 1997 to 2005, in a study performed by the Agenzia Fides, we can note that there has been a global increase in the number of priests (marked by a constant increase in diocesan priests and a decrease in religious priests), a decrease in the number of religious who are not priests, as will as in the number of religious women, an increase in major seminarians and a decrease in minor seminarians. 
In 1997, the number of priests in the world was 404,208 while in 2005, it was 406,411 (diocesan priests: 263,521 in 1997, 269,762 in 2005; religious priests: 140,687 in 1997, 136,649 in 2005); religious who are not priests have decreased from 58,210 (1997) to 54,708 (2005); women religious have gone from 819,278 (1997) to 760,529 (2005); major seminarians were 108,017 in 1997 and are now 114,439 (2005); minor seminarians have gone from being 106,210 (1997) to 102,042 (2005). 
Observing the continental distribution, there have been decreases mainly in Europe, the Americas, and Oceania. 
In Europe, the number of priests has dropped from 213,398 (1997) to 198,279 (2005); the religious non-priests went from 24,460 to 19,574; the religious women have gone from 388,693 to 322,995. Major seminarians have gone from being 27,853 (1997) to 22,958 (2005) and minor seminarians, from 17,541 to 13,357.
In the Americas, the number of priests has experienced a slight increase, going from 120,013 (1997) to 120,995 (2005); the religious who are not priests have decreased from 17,426 to 16,457; religious women have gone from 240,858 to 215,372. Major seminarians have gone from being 34,947 (1997) to 36,891 (2005), and the minor seminarians, from 22,425 to 17,288.
Oceania had 5,077 priests in 1997, but only 4,714 in 2005; the 11,904 women religious dropped to become 9,909 and the religious (not priests) have gone from 1,967 to 1,563. Major seminarians numbered 797 and are now 944, the minor seminarians were 446 and now number 348. 
However, in Africa and Asia, there has been a steady increase in the number of vocations to the consecrated life from 1997 to 2005.
The number of priests in Africa have gone from 25,279 (1997) to 32,370 (2005) and in Asia, from 40,441 to 50,053. The religious (not priests) in Africa were 7,083 and are now 7,948. In Asia they have gone from 7,274 to 9,166. The number of women religious in Africa has gone from 49,854 (1997) to 58,781 (2005), and in Asia, they have gone from 127,969 to 153,472. 
Major seminarians in Africa were 19,078 (1997) and are now 23,580 (2005), while in Asia there was a growth from 25,342 to 30,066. For the minor seminarians, there was an increase in both continents: in Africa, from 43,469 to 47,241and in Asia, from 22,329 to 23,808. (SL) (Agenzia Fides 11/4/2008; righe 47, parole 552)

SUPER QUAESTIONES
VATICAN - THE WORDS OF DOCTRINE by Rev Nicola Bux and Rev Salvatore Vitiello - The urgency of ethics, the silence of politics

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) - In the most elementary of moral distinctions, the distinction between the acts of man and human acts, it is said that only human acts can be properly considered moral acts. Human acts are those in which the subject uses the three fundamental faculties of the 'I': intelligence, freedom and will.
In conscious human behaviour, intelligence “sees”, freedom “chooses” and will “acts”, putting into action what intelligence has seen and freedom has chosen. The person is freer, obviously, when the intelligence is able to discern good from evil, freedom able to choose good and the will able to do good.
Today's society unfortunately, as almost completely forgotten these fundamental elements of human behaviour, subject to any philosophical or religious confessional membership. We could call the epoch in which we live, the epoch of “ silence of morals” which, all told, is none other than the “silence of reason”! Not by chance the Magisterium of the Holy Father Pope Benedict XVI repeatedly calls for the use of reason, the rediscovery of a new season in which to “broaden reason”, not restricting it exclusively to its techno-scientist application, but instead living it for what it truly is: a window open wide on the totality of what is real.
This silence of reason and morals does not lead to the “superamento” of the moral question, instead, paradoxically, it renders it still more acute and relevant. It becomes ever clearer that “material wellbeing” is not enough for the human heart which is not content with a “little happiness”, necessarily temporary and individualist.
The urgency of ethics, therefore, far from being a moralistic re-presentation of rules, is, in actual fact, a very real “ educative urgency” or, as the Pope wrote in his Letter to the Diocese and the City of Rome on the urgent task of education, dated 21 January 2008, “ Hence, there is talk of a great "educational emergency", confirmed by the failures we encounter all too often in our efforts to form sound people who can cooperate with others and give their own lives meaning. Thus, it is natural to think of laying the blame on the new generations, as though children born today were different from those born in the past. There is also talk of a "generation gap" which certainly exists and is making itself felt, but is the effect rather than the cause of the failure to transmit certainties and values”.
There is a pressing need for the whole of society to begin once again to educate, in the dramatic awareness of the fact that a nation, incapable of educating its new generations, is a nation without a future.
The educative emergency, documented also in the urgency of ethics, is met with drowning silence on the part of politics. This is a short-sighted politics unable to perceive, precisely in education, and in freedom of education, and also in the human family and in human life, themes absolutely central in the social debate. No longer sufficient the panem et circensem of imperial memory! It is necessary for civil society and with it, politics, to rediscover the “direction” in which we must go and to have the courage to indicate it with explicit frankness.
In the now ineluctable twilight of “weak thought”, phoney guarantee of democracy, there is the promise of a new dawning of reason and freedom. May this be grasped, welcomed, lived and indicated with the boldness of true prophets. Also in politics. (Agenzia Fides 3/4/2008; righe 41, parole 533)

VATICAN - Communique from the Press Office of the Holy See on the publication of the new "Oremus et pro Iudaeis"

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) - A communique from the Press Office of the Holy See on the publication of the new "Oremus et pro Iudaeis" affirms the following.
“Following the publication of the new Prayer for the Jews for the 1962 edition of the Roman Missal, some groups within the Jewish community have expressed disappointment that it is not in harmony with the official declarations and statements of the Holy See regarding the Jewish people and their faith which have marked the progress of friendly relations between the Jews and the Catholic Church over the last forty years.
The Holy See wishes to reassure that the new formulation of the Prayer, which modifies certain expressions of the 1962 Missal, in no way intends to indicate a change in the Catholic Church's regard for the Jews which has evolved from the basis of the Second Vatican Council, particularly the Declaration Nostra Aetate. In fact, Pope Benedict XVI, in an audience with the Chief Rabbis of Israel on 15 September 2005, remarked that this document has proven to be a milestone on the road towards the reconciliation of Christians with the Jewish people. The continuation of the position found in Nostra Aetate is clearly shown by the fact that the prayer contained in the 1970 Missal continues to be in full use, and is the ordinary form of the prayer of Catholics. 
In the context of other affirmations of the Council - on Sacred Scripture (Dei Verbum, 14) and on the Church (Lumen Gentium, 16) - Nostra Aetate presents the fundamental principles which have sustained and today continue to sustain the bonds of esteem, dialogue, love, solidarity and collaboration between Catholics and Jews. It is precisely while examining the mystery of the Church that Nostra Aetate recalls the unique bond with which the people of the New Testament is spiritually linked with the stock of Abraham and rejects every attitude of contempt or discrimination against Jews, firmly repudiating any kind of anti-Semitism.
The Holy See hopes that the explanations made in this statement will help to clarify any misunderstanding. It reiterates the unwavering desire that the concrete progress made in mutual understanding and the growth in esteem between Jews and Christians will continue to develop..” (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 4/4/2008; Righe 27, Parole 366)

ASIA/MONGOLIA - “The proclamation of Christ returned to Mongolia 15 years ago, but the Lord has always been with the Mongol people who today receive the Gospel with faith and hope.” - Interview with Bishop Wenceslao Padilla, Apostolic Prefect of Ulaanbaatar

Ulaanbaatar (Agenzia Fides) - In just 15 years of active presence, the small Catholic community of Mongolia has made great progress. With the proclamation of the Gospel and the love of God, made manifest mainly through the testimony and help of their brethren, the number of conversions and baptisms among youth and adults continues to grow. In 2008, there were about 100 baptisms, and with the baptisms scheduled for May, the total number of faithful will reach 547. This is a positive result for the first missionaries who, 15 years ago, began their missionary adventure to re-evangelize Mongolia. Among them was Father Wenceslao Padilla, CICM (Congregation of the Immaculate Heart of Mary), a Filipino missionary that lead the missio sui iuris (in 1992) and was later appointed Apostolic Vicar of the Holy See (in 2002), and finally, Apostolic Prefect of Ulaanbaatar (in 2003). Agenzia Fides has been able to ask him a few questions on the situation and perspectives of the Church in Mongolia.

Bishop Padilla, what are the roots of Christianity in Mongolia?
The first contacts Mongolia had with the Christian faith began in the 7th century, when missionaries arrived, although in sporadic moments. In the 12th and 14th century, other missionaries came to the area, such as William Rubruck and the Franciscan Giovanni da Pian del Carpine, who travelled into the heart of Asia, but without being able to do perform much active evangelization work. There were also positive influences in Mongolia from the Catholic missions in China, which were lead by great missionaries such as Giovanni da Montecorvino and Matteo Ricci. However, in the 20th century, the Communist regime tried all they could to wipe out any sign of religion from society. The true birth of the Church in Mongolia, therefore, was 15 years ago, in 1992, following the fall of the Berlin Wall and the atheist Communist regime. The evangelization effort started afresh, as nothing in terms of structures, communities, or pastoral workers had remained. 

Can you tell us a brief history of the birth of the Church in recent years?
It’s beautiful, the word “rebirth.” In 1992, when the three of us arrived as missionaries (myself and two other brothers of the CICM), we never thought about “implanting the Church” ex novo, but we did want to bring the announcement of Christ once again, as we were convinced that the Lord has always been with the Mongol people who today receive the Gospel with faith and hope. We consider ourselves “collaborators of the Almighty,” establishing His Kingdom among the Mongolian people. We began a missio sui iuris, with the first activities: Holy Mass, a new Catholic structure, the testimony of the first small-scale social projects. Ten years later, in 2002, when the community had grown, the missio sui iuris became an Apostolic Vicariate, and finally, an Apostolic Prefecture, with autonomous recognition and a growing vitality, with parishes, religious communities, and faithful that form part of a united and thriving ecclesial community. Today, almost 16 years after our arrival, we could say that “the Lord has done great things for us” and has revealed His face to the land of Gengis Khan.

The new Mongolian Constitution of 1992 guarantees religious freedom. Could you tell us what are the necessary steps in reestablishing the Catholic presence?
For us, the part in the Constitution that refers to religious freedom is fundamental. At the beginning, this expression was interpreted in a partly restricted sense and only the larger religions in Mongolia - like Buddhism and Islam - were favored. However, little by little and thanks to the establishment of diplomatic relations between Mongolia and the Holy See (in 1992), the Catholic community began to gain respect and esteem from authorities and could in this way begin to expand. The missionaries began working with people in the area, but without ignoring the Christian foreigners living in Mongolia (from NGOs or embassies). We have begun to invite the people to liturgical celebrations and we have begun some social service projects. The people have begun to get to know us, and now begin to ask for more information on our faith and we have begun catechesis, and thus our first group of catechumens. That is how the community began and now those who were among the first baptized are now evangelizers and catechists, as well.

How have the inhabitants responded?
The Christian message has steadily begun to penetrate the hearts of the Mongolian people, who have for some time had a great hunger for God, for love, and for light in their lives that they have been deprived of for so long. The missionaries have also gotten the youth to participate and have worked in rehabilitation of youth and children on the streets, thus manifesting Catholic work in a visible manner. Father Gilbert Sales went to the gutters of Ulaanbaatar to help the children living in the street and we have now opened the “Verbist Caring Center” that takes care of over 120 youth. Today, there is a staff of about 30, mostly lay adults and youth of Mongolia. Other activities have also advanced thanks to the dedication of laity and religious. 

Could you offer us some statistics on the current number of Catholics in Mongolia?
We have about 20 priests and 2 brothers, 40 religious, 4 lay missionaries for a total of 66 missionaries from 18 countries and 9 different religious congregations. At the end of 2008, the number of baptized will be 547, 10 of whom are foreigners. The Catholic community is not only present in the capital: there are 4 parishes and 5 non-parish churches, or “missionary centers” in the country. The most recent, begun in 2007, is the parish of Our Lady Help of Christians, in Darhan, the second largest Mongolian city in dimension, with 80,000 inhabitants. 

What is the current situation of pastoral ministry?
I can see that it is advancing with great enthusiasm and vitality. The parishes have Masses, liturgies, sacraments, prayer meetings; we put on formation courses for catechumens and for adults and young people. With the youth, we place a special attention in offering instruction and formation. The Apostolic Prefecture has adopted a pastoral plan that is centered on the Word of God and the formation of small Ecclesial Base Communities. It is a three-year plan: the first year’s theme is: “The Bread of the Word” (2007-2008), the second’s is: “The Bread of the Eucharist” (2008-2009), and the third’s is: “The Bread of Charity” (2009-2010). We try to increase awareness in each member of the faithful of his own baptism and mission. 

Is there a Mongolian translation of the Bible that you use?
For reading and catechesis we use a Bible in Mongolian that is published by the Christian Bible Society, which is a Protestant organization. There is still no Catholic version, but we are thinking about the possibility of beginning such a long and delicate process of translation. The Word of God certainly touches people’s hearts; it converts and consoles. The faithful truly love the Sacred Scripture. 

Could you tell us a bit about the celebrations of this past Easter?
For us, Easter has always been a great opportunity to offer a testimony of the faith. The parishes celebrated the Holy Week services. I visited each one of the parishes, precisely in order to make the faithful feel the closeness of their pastor. However, we must keep in mind that all the days in Holy Week are normal working days in Mongolia, so many were unable to attend the activities. One piece of good news is that we have received 80 newly baptized and another 30 will be entering the Church in May. The Church’s arms are always open, ready to receive new children.

What are you hopes and wishes for the Catholics in Mongolia?
I can tell that the community is growing in number, but also in enthusiasm as is prepares the various pastoral activities. The spirit of service, dedication, and commitment of the missionaries and lay workers is truly praiseworthy and paves a path for the Church. We certainly hope that the newly baptized remain aware of the value of their faith. May Christ, who rose from the dead, change the darkness into light in the heart of every member of the Mongolian faithful, so that they may always be open to Hope. (PA) (Agenzia Fides 9/4/2008; righe 116, parole 1389)

VATICAN - AVE MARIA - by Mgr Luciano Alimandi - Jesus calls us by name

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) - “He who enters through the gate is the shepherd of the flock; the gatekeeper lets him in, the sheep hear his voice, one by one he calls his own sheep and leads them out. When he has brought out all those that are his, he goes ahead of them, and the sheep follow because they know his voice.” (Jn 10, 2-4). 
The Easter Season we are living is a time to deepen our friendship with the Risen Jesus, the Good Shepherd of our souls. He is the Good Shepherd because he gave His life for each and every one of us, he shed his Blood for our salvation. Our hearts should overflow with wonder and gratitude for this work of Salvation! 
We truly need this long Easter season in order to deepen our awareness of the gifts of the Redemption: to offer them to the Father in thanksgiving, to shape our life according to them and witness them to others who have yet to hear about them. These gifts flow from the Resurrection of Christ and are poured out over the Church. 
Let us think for example of Divine Mercy Sunday. Saint Faustina Kowalska tells how the Lord revealed to her that on: “on that day all the channels for divine grace were opened, no one need fear coming to Me even if his sins were red like scarlet ” (Q. II, p. 267). 
To immerse ourselves in all these many “Easter graces”, every day we must be open to the working of the Holy Spirit who enters the hearts of those who believe and who trust in Jesus. On special Feast Days, such as Divine Marcy Sunday, celebrated by the universal Church on Dominica in Albis, when Heaven “showers” graces on earth, souls accustomed to being open to God will find it easier to welcome these graces, whereas how could persons who are distracted or inconstant, or even indifferent, ever be ready for the Gift of God? 
This shows how important it is to follow the Good Shepherd day by day, to heed His teachings and put them into practice. As Jesus says in the Gospel passage mentioned above, we must learn “to recognise His voice”! 
When we come into the world we instinctively recognise the voice of our mother. The more we listen to it the more familiar it becomes. It instils trust, serenity, as soon as we hear it. We only need to hear “that” voice, and are heart is ready to listen contentedly. Whereas the voice of a stranger produces quite another reaction. So it is with the Shepherd of our souls. The more we love Him, the more familiar is His “voice”: His silence says more than many words, if in our heart we live in His friendship. For those who believe and trust in Jesus the reality of the world and our own personal story become intelligible, illuminated by His Voice. We find within us a precise plan of God, we take a certain path because, our Guide knows exactly where to lead each of His sheep. 
It is sweet to dwell on the fact that Jesus is the “Gate of the sheepfold” (Jn 10, 7), He speaks of a “gatekeeper” (Jn 10, 3), who opens the gate for Jesus. This “gatekeeper” makes us think of our conscience, and especially of priests and their attitude to the souls in their care. In fact it is Jesus who leads souls, His priests are only the 'servants' of His Word and His Altar. In fact what the priest gives to souls comes not from him but from Christ: the Word, the Body, the Blood, forgiveness of sins, blessing… the priest does not act in the liturgy or pastoral, it is Jesus who acts and makes use of the service of the priestly ministry, as the Shepherd relies on the gatekeeper. Like John the Baptist, the priest can also call himself, “the friend of the bridegroom” (Jn 3, 29), the one “who must decrease” (Jn 3, 30) and the Lord the "voice" must increase (Mk 1, 3). 
Priests are “gatekeepers”, who open the way for the Lord who comes, who are channels of grace and are loved by all those whom they help to find Jesus. The experience in their life what the Holy Father spoke about on Holy Thursday, 2006: “The Lord has laid his hands upon us and he now wants our hands so that they may become his own in the world. He no longer wants them to be instruments for taking things, people or the world for ourselves, to reduce them to being our possession, but instead, by putting ourselves at the service of his love, they can pass on his divine touch…Today, let us once again put our hands at his disposal and pray to him to take us by the hand, again and again, and lead us.” (Benedict XVI, 13 April 2006). (Agenzia Fides 16/4/2008; righe 54, parole 806)

VATICAN - Rev Nicola Bux: Orthodox Easter

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) - The Eastern Rite Churches, Orthodox and Catholics alike, celebrate Easter on Sunday, April 27. Why an entire month after our own celebration of the feast? The Council of Nicea, held in 325, discussed and defined the “Easter matter,” among those who wished to celebrate the feast according to the Gospel of St. John, which situates Christ death on the afternoon of the 14th day of the Hebrew month of Nisan (followers of this opinion were called quartodecimani); and those who followed the other three Evangelists, who situate the event on the 15th, that is, coinciding with the Hebrew feast of Pessach. 
In spite of the difficulties, the Church “univocally” celebrated Easter from 387 until 1582, when the Patriarch of Constantinople, Jeremiah II, rejected the calendar reformed by Pope Gregory XIII. Although since then, Easter has never returned to the univocal celebration - excluding the years when the calendars coincide - in both celebrations, one can certainly see common and specific aspects.
The liturgy of the Eastern Rite emphasizes the fast on Holy Saturday and the Vigil, in which there is a great emphasis on the light and on the scriptural readings; the rites of Christian Initiation with the blessing of the water and baptism are not so frequent and they are carried out in January, on the feast of the Theophany, or the Lord’s Baptism, on our feast of Epiphany. An important rite, leit motiv of the Byzantine Easter, takes place on Holy Saturday in the doorway of the Church, where the celebrant sings, “Christ is risen from the dead, by death He conquered death, and to those in the graves He granted life.” At the same time, the cross touches the doors of the Church, which begin to open. The bells toll, the candles in everyone’s hands shine their light, while the Paschal Canon of Saint John Damascene is sung. It is a work that corresponds to the Latin Exsultet, attributed to Saint Ambrose. 
An interesting observation: the rite of opening the doors with the touching of the cross, sign of Christ opening the doors of the underworld, was also present in the ancient rite, before the Holy Week reform of Pius XII. Ecumenism ante litteram, as it could be reinserted into the Latin Rite, prior to entering the church with the Paschal Candle. This would be a significant act, in resonance with the particular attention that Benedict XVI has given to the reestablishing of the liturgical tradition, and it would also be appreciated by the Orthodox as a concrete sign of “drawing nearer” as Christians. It could also, perhaps, facilitate the task presented in Vatican II, in trying to find a common date for the celebration of Easter “with our brethren who are separated from the communion with the Apostolic See” (cfr Appendix of the Liturgical Constitutions, n. 1) (Agenzia Fides 25/4/2008; righe 35, parole 475)

VATICAN - “You heard it said, but I say to you …” - intervention by Prof. Michele Lo console: from the synagogue of New York a fresh start for Christian-Jewish dialogue

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) - Everyone is aware of the recent polemic which followed the liberalisation of the old Catholic rite, due to the re-use of the Good Friday prayer Oremus et pro Iudaeis and changes in the prayer's liturgical text. Presented by Benedict XVI in his Motu Proprio Summorum Pontificum, the new formula in Latin was harshly criticised by European rabbis; less hard instead the positions of American rabbis, including the stance taken by Jacob Neusner. 
The Holy See, precisely to make clear its position on the matter, issued a statement through the Holy See Press Office on 4 April in which it affirmed: “ Following the publication of the new Prayer for the Jews for the 1962 edition of the Roman Missal, some groups within the Jewish community have expressed disappointment that it is not in harmony with the official declarations and statements of the Holy See regarding the Jewish people and their faith which have marked the progress of friendly relations between the Jews and the Catholic Church over the last forty years. 
The Holy See wishes to reassure that the new formulation of the Prayer, which modifies certain expressions of the 1962 Missal, in no way intends to indicate a change in the Catholic Church's regard for the Jews which has evolved from the basis of the Second Vatican Council, particularly the Declaration Nostra Aetate. In fact, Pope Benedict XVI, in an audience with the Chief Rabbis of Israel on 15 September 2005, remarked that this document "has proven to be a milestone on the road towards the reconciliation of Christians with the Jewish people." The continuation of the position found in Nostra Aetate is clearly shown by the fact that the prayer contained in the 1970 Missal continues to be in full use, and is the ordinary form of the prayer of Catholics. 
In the context of other affirmations of the Council - on Sacred Scripture (Dei Verbum, 14) and on the Church (Lumen Gentium, 16) - Nostra Aetate presents the fundamental principles which have sustained and today continue to sustain the bonds of esteem, dialogue, love, solidarity and collaboration between Catholics and Jews. It is precisely while examining the mystery of the Church that Nostra Aetate recalls the unique bond with which the people of the New Testament is spiritually linked with the stock of Abraham and rejects every attitude of contempt or discrimination against Jews, firmly repudiating any kind of anti-Semitism."
On the occasion of Benedict XVI's apostolic visit to the United States, the cited document was a “pre-text” to the visit the Pope was due to make to New York's East Park Synagogue a few hours before the Jewish Easter. The Synagogue is presided by Rabbi Arthur Schneier who has been involved in interreligious dialogue with Christians and Muslims for some time. A visit which the Pope promised to make two years ago.
A meeting which was confirmed and which saw for the first time a Roman Pontiff cross the threshold of an American synagogue. Welcomed with songs of praise a cries of Shalom, the Pope met Austrian born Rabbi Schneier, a survivor of the Holocaust and the founder of an association for dialogue between Jews, Christians and Muslims.
"It is with joy that I come here, - said Benedict XVI - just a few hours before the celebration of your Pesah, to express my respect and esteem for the Jewish community in New York City…I assure you most especially of my closeness at this time, as you prepare to celebrate the great deeds of the Almighty, and to sing the praises of Him who has worked such wonders for his people. - Pope Ratzinger continued -I know that the Jewish community make a valuable contribution to the life of the city, and I encourage all of you to continue building bridges of friendship with all the many different ethnic and religious groups present in your neighborhood." 
Remarking on the happy coinciding of his visit with the eve of Jewish Easter, new relations between Jews and Christians since Nostra aetate, which traces a parallel between Christian and Jewish Easter, between the death and resurrection of Jesus and the feast which recalls the liberation of the Jewish people from Egypt, the Pope said " Our Easter and your Pesah, while distinct and different, unite us in our common hope centered on God and his mercy. They urge us to cooperate with each other and with all men and women of goodwill to make this a better world for all as we await the fulfilment of God’s promises..”.
In word and deed then, Benedict XVI expressed sentiments of trust and friendship towards the Jewish community in America: “ In addressing myself to you I wish to re-affirm the Second Vatican Council’s teaching on Catholic-Jewish relations and reiterate the Church’s commitment to the dialogue that in the past forty years has fundamentally changed our relationship for the better” the Pope said in his message to the Jewish Community on the occasion of Pesah.
So has peace between the elder and the younger brothers been made? For Abraham Foxman, national director and chairman the Anti-defamation League of America, and for most of American Judaism, the press statement on 4 April explained something but not everything: “The good news - said Foxman - is that the Vatican replied, the bad news is that the answer is incomplete. It is as if it had taken two steps forward and three steps back, it has corrected the offensive language, but the text (the Latin formula in the old Rite) still gives the impression that the Church hopes for the conversion of the Jews. And this is contrary to the spirit of the Nostra aetate document and the spirit of the visit to the Synagogue”. Having said this however, Foxman ended his intervention on a note of hope: “We believe it is necessary to continue dialogue and see if it is possible to return not only to the spirit, but also to the language of Nostra aetate, which rejects any kind of proselytising with regard to the Jews. We must continue to work on the Vatican to convince it that more corrections are needed. Pope Ratzinger has already shown that he is ready to listen. I met the Pontiff twice last year and saw a man determined to fight anti-Semitism, and I did not have the impression that he is rigid, indeed quite the contrary. He is a person who listens ”. (6 - to be continued) (Agenzia Fides 25/4/2008; righe 74, parole 1.042)

ASIA/INDIA - The mission among the tribes in northeastern India, the Church offers the valuable service of education. Testimony from two Bishops to Agenzia Fides.

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) - They are small communities, that with very little resources, spread the Gospel with simplicity in remote and hard to reach areas. With silent dedication, priests, religious, missionaries, and laity work for the evangelization of the tribes in northeastern India, in a balance of proclaiming the Gospel and working towards social progress, catechesis and apostolate. This is the experience revealed to Agenzia Fides by two Bishops of the state of Assam, in northeastern India, 78,000 kilometers of mountainous terrain, home to over 26,000,000 people, the majority of whom belong to tribes or other local ethnic groups.
They are called “border tribes” (of the 212 officially registered by the Indian Constitution), mainly living in the northeastern states of Arunachal Pradesh, Assam, Manipur, Meghalaya, Mizoram, Nagaland, and Tripura. 
In a mosaic of ethnic and native peoples (there are over 300 indigenous groups in northeastern India), in a society like that of Assam, historically multicultural, multi-religious, multiethnic, and multilingual, the Catholic Church offers the indigenous communities a valuable service of education, social services, and health care that helps them to incorporate themselves into the Indian society, where these peoples would otherwise run the risk of feeling like “odd-bodies.” 
Agenzia Fides met with Bishop Thomas Pulloppillil of Bongaigaon and Bishop John Moolachira of Diphu, pastors of two neighboring communities, who share the same struggles due to the common social base of the territory and the common pastoral challenges they have. “In Bongaigaon,” says Bishop Pulloppillil, “with its 65,000 Catholics, we make an effort to spread the Gospel, as well as take care of the common good and development, in a community of Boros. They are the largest tribe in Assame and in the entire northeast region. They have a Mongol-Tibetan origin and physical features, but have lived there for hundreds of years. They also live in parts of Nepal and Bangladesh. Many of them converted to Christianity thanks to the missionaries. We currently serve them with faith formation, education, and sanitary aid, which is fundamental for the life of their communities. One of the aspects that we insist on is that of education towards peace and reconciliation: the northeast area is affected by thousands of micro-conflicts between the communities of various ethnic origins, that can go on for years and that take a serious toll on local development. We continue evangelizing the small towns in the diocese, thanks to about 15 priests, 150 sisters, and many lay catechists.” 
Bishop John Moolachira has been a bishop for almost a year and his diocese id home to three main ethnic groups: Karbi, Garo, Adivasi, Among the main challenges, “is that the pastoral workers must learn their language in order to communicate with them and touch their hearts. It is essential for an evangelization that is zealously carried out from town to town, as well as in offering education in the schools that are opened along with the parishes, thanks to the work of religious and lay personnel. The other area that the Catholics work in is sanitary aid.” This is all explained in the five-year plan that the Bishop and his team of assistants began a short while ago. 
Both Bishops told Agenzia Fides the guidelines for the mission of the Church among the tribes: these groups, who live in remote areas, continue to live their lives according to the secular tribal traditions, with a level of mere survival, with agricultural resources and livestock that are barely enough for their own subsistence. Because of this, they are often cut off from the social and cultural system of Indian society, and their children do not have the possibility of attending public schools. The education of the tribes is, therefore, an essential point and a manner in which the Church can contribute to the transformation and improvement of Indian society. For the tribal communities, marginalized by the general education system, a formation with vision towards themes and techniques that can help improve their standard of living, is vital. Through a service in promotion of the human person, social activity becomes the way to show personal attention to all people, a defining characteristic of the Christian. 
In this situation, some non-governmental organizations and Christian associations offer aid to the small farmers, forming small cooperative organizations, teaching them new farming techniques, in an effort to improve productivity and offer the agricultural market products with competitive prices. 
In northeast India, the seed of the faith was planted by Salvatorian missionaries over 100 years ago (although the first contact with Christianity goes back to the 16th century): some courageous missionaries ventured out into a remote area of the state of Asma in order to bring the Good News. They were later followed by the Salesians. 
Among the fruits of the missionary work of so many religious and laity among the tribes, is the arrival of new vocations. The tribal peoples of India receive the Christian message with joy: even in the most remote towns of eastern India, there are communities that live the faith with great devotion and foster vocations to the priesthood and religious life. (PA) (Agenzia Fides 29/4/2008; righe 67, parole 847)

VATICAN - THE WORDS OF DOCTRINE by Rev Nicola Bux and Rev Salvatore Vitiello - The infallibility of the Pope in the Church

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) - Three years since the beginning of his ministry as Supreme Shepherd, what emerges most clearly in the teaching of Benedict XVI is the emphasis he places on the capital difficulty: the personalisation of the life of the Church, in other words the genesis, new understanding of the life of the person. This is the goal of new, as well as first evangelisation. On this depends the effectiveness of pastoral care which would be better referred to as “apostolate”, a term which reminds priests and lay people that they are called by Someone and that their task is to carry Him, and Him alone, to every human person. 
During his pastoral journeys the Holy Father always fosters in the clergy and faithful the awareness that the Catholic Church must approach the individual with maximum vigour. Nevertheless in no few themes of pastoral visits, homilies, messages and gatherings this is rarely present: the problem would appear to be another. Various types of catechesis and pastoral care take it for granted that men and women today are open to the Church and that Christians have no personal problems. In a word, that the change of heart from which the Gospel starts, is not the permanent goal, the condition for the ecclesial community to be born and to live. Why is this? It would seem that the figure of Jesus is practically rejected or reduced to an inspiration, and that quite the opposite is done with regard to the so-called “challenges”, a word, as we have said several times already, now regularly used in ecclesial languages influenced by the language of the world. It is therefore no surprise that national programmes and pastoral plans are to a great extent disregarded and ineffective. Is this a matter of distraction? Let us hope so. However there is more.
In the Church we see 'soft' protest coming from certain bishops and lay adults: what the Pope says must never be discussed. “They protest against him but never discuss what he says. They realise that he speaks of highly important matters and therefore refuse to discuss or even to speak of them, or make them known. And so they close themselves in prejudicial rejection of the 'anti-modern' Pope ” (cfr Il Pontefice visto da Sandro Magister, “Mi ricorda sant’Agostino” by R.Fontolan, Tracce-Rivista internazionale di CL 2008/4 p 33). 
Perhaps because, unlike the normal procedure of experts and analysts, the Pope does not “make religious ‘geo-politics’ one of the pillars of his pontificate” ? Indeed “the vision of which he is the bearer is different, it is more a theology of history than geopolitics” (ivi). We agree with Magister who identifies “the essential nucleus of the thought of Benedict XVI” in his two encyclicals, his book Jesus of Nazareth and three discourses, to the Roman Curia, at Regensburg and to the La Sapienza University. The aim of these cited documents is to reflect not on the Church and the organisation of the Church, but on Jesus, the way, the truth and the life, and on the implications of this for mankind; this is, in a word, the Gospel handed on to the Church by the Apostles. Now “ In order to preserve the Church in the purity of the faith handed on by the apostles, Christ who is the Truth willed to confer on her a share in his own infallibility. By a "supernatural sense of faith" the People of God, under the guidance of the Church's living Magisterium, "unfailingly adheres to this faith” (Catechism of the Catholic Church, art. 889; cfr Lumen gentium, n 12 and Dei Verbum, n 10). 
Where this is not questioned, we may see it reduced in the Church to the opinion that the Pope's Magisterium is infallible only when it proclaims dogmas. Otherwise it is a thought and opinion to be respected but to only a certain extent and by each as he wishes. This relativism in the Church feeds especially on ignorance of doctrine. It can be overcome if the Bishops take the lead in teaching the Catechism, which is the compendium of tradition including the renewal of Vatican II. Some complain that the faithful are not familiar with the Council documents: but can the masses be expected to know the contents of those documents? The Catechism, instead, can be approached by all and should be known to all. Here is what the Catechism of the Catholic Church says on the matter: “ Divine assistance is also given to the successors of the apostles, teaching in communion with the successor of Peter, and, in a particular way, to the bishop of Rome, pastor of the whole Church, when, without arriving at an infallible definition and without pronouncing in a "definitive manner," they propose in the exercise of the ordinary Magisterium a teaching that leads to better understanding of Revelation in matters of faith and morals. To this ordinary teaching the faithful "are to adhere to it with religious assent" which, though distinct from the assent of faith, is nonetheless an extension of it. cfr Lumen gentium, n 25)”. (CCC 892). Unless the doubt is not only about the Church's infallibility but also about the truth of Jesus Christ.
In truth all of us, clergy and faithful alike, are required to live humility and obedience, two virtues proper to Jesus Christ, the Blessed Virgin Mary and the saints, which are indispensable if we intend to become saints. Without the latter it is not enough for an increase in the Church of “consensus”, as we say today, towards Benedict XVI, as it happened with John Paul II after the initial impact and hostility which situated him in pre-Council Poland. One detail: no wonder then that without these virtues no one listens to Motu propria, Instructions and documents of Roman Curia or diocesan curia. (Agenzia Fides 30/4/2008; righe 60, parole 880)
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