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In the last twelve months important elections held in Africa demonstrate that democracy is now a structural element of the continent. Another positive factor which marks political life in Africa is the consolidation of continental and regional structures of political and economic cooperation. African Union, Economic Community of West Africa States (CEDEAO/ECOWS) etc.. play an increasingly important role in solving African crises and promotion the economic development of vast continental areas.


The developments lead to hope and allow a careful observer to look further than the now worn stereotype of Africa “lost continent”, despite many serious problems which still afflict numerous African countries. Beside questions connected with underdevelopment which we will treat in the paragraph on economic affairs, there are problems relative to corruption and widespread crime, to illegal trafficking, to persistent civil wars and tensions between States, to the consequence of climate change.


The local Catholic Church has accompanied African political life interpreting the needs of the people especially the poorest. Catholic Bishops have intervened on the occasion of important elections to offer Catholics and all men and women of goodwill basic criteria for exercising  the rights to vote, to remind political leaders to respect the rules of democracy, to aim for the common good and authentic social peace and promote a culture of respect for human dignity. In this regard the Catholic Church in Africa continues to call for a revision of the Protocol on the Rights of Women in Africa, known as the Protocol of Maputo adopted by the second Ordinary Session of the African Union in Maputo on 11 July 2003. The Protocol at article 14, paragraph 2c affirms “protect reproductive rights of women authorising  medical abortion in cases of rape, incest and when the pregnancy threatens the physical or mental health or the life of the mother of the child”. “The Protocol of Maputo introduces a contractual culture which constitutes a threat to the very meaning of love as a freely given gift” the Bishops of the Association of Catholic Bishops' Conferences of Central ACEAC Africa say in a Declaration on the ratification of Protocol of Maputo published at the end of their 9th Plenary Assembly at the end of June 2007. 


One of the important electoral appointments was the presidential election in April Nigeria, where before the vote the local Bishops issued a call for national harmony. Speaking to the local press the Social Communications Officer of the Catholic Secretariat of Nigeria, Fr. Ralph Madu said “the country needs better political leadership and a consolidation of democratic achievements”. Before the elections the Church helped create awareness among the electorate. After the election the Nigerian Bishops' Conference denounced the fact that “the peoples mandate was abused, traumatised and brutalised ”. The Bishops based their valuation on information collected by over 30,000 observers  deployed all over the country by the Bishops' Commission for Justice, Peace and Development. 


In the Democratic Republic of Congo after the election in December 2006 of President Joseph Kabila, the Catholic Bishops called for “reconciliation between the people and the leaders, among the leaders themselves and the people themselves” and expressed the hope that the new government make a “gesture of reconciliation by releasing political prisoners, and opening a search for people who disappeared in order to return them to their families”.


The local Catholic Church played a role of moderation and assistance in the political-social crisis  in Guinea Conakry in February 2007. Catholic volunteers assisted patients in hospitals during a general strike at the most acute stage of crisis, solved with the election of  Prime Minister acceptable to the Opposition and representatives of civil society. Pope Benedict XVI expressed his concern during his midday Angelus reflection on Sunday 18 February. “The Bishops of Guinea – the Holy Father said - told me of their concern for the situation of social paralysis, with general strikes and violent reaction, which have caused numerous casualties. I call for respect for human and civil rights and I assure my prayers that common commitment on the path of dialogue may lead to the end of the crisis”. 


The voice of the local Bishops was heard frequently in Zimbabwe's dramatic political, social and economic crisis. On 1 April, Palm Sunday, in a Pastoral Letter read in every church in the country, the  Bishops underlined the need for a new Constitution, “inspired by the people ” to end the political, economic and social crisis. In the Letter “God hears the cry of the oppressed" the Bishops wrote that the crisis in Zimbabwe was “a crisis of government and  leadership, as well as a spiritual and moral crisis” and the denounced serious social injustice: “A small minority of the people has become very rich while the large majority languishes in poverty. This has created marked disparity between rich and poor”.

On the level of continental  security, the crises in Darfur and in the east of Democratic Congo continue. With regard to the Darfur crisis there has been important mobilisation in the  international community and world public opinion. “Pressure by world opinion is fundamental for a positive turning point in the crisis in Darfur. The Khartoum government cannot ignore these demonstrations” a mission with years of experience in Sudan told Fides with regard to Darfur Day, held on 16 September.

The conflict has already left over 200,000 dead,  200,000 refugees in Chad and Central African Republic and more than 2 million internally displaced persons living in camps in the region. The crisis on Darfur involves neighbouring countries and threatens to destabilise the whole area. 

Despite peace agreements signed in 2003, instability remains in the east of the Democratic Republic of Congo due to the presence of various local armed groups, local and foreign, including rebel groups led by Joseph Nkunda, leader of the National Congress for the Defence of the People (CNDP) which continue to cause chaos and destruction in north Kivu. Fresh tension has arisen between DRC  and Uganda connected with the exploitation of oil on the border between the countries.

The Catholic Bishops of the Great Lakes Region have made repeated calls for peace and indicated the path to harmony among the peoples of the area. “We need peace and stability in order to promote the interests of our peoples ” said Bishop Augustin Misago Gikongoro (Rwanda), one of the two vice presidents of the Association of Catholic Bishops' Conferences of Central Africa countries ACEAC (Democratic Congo, Burundi and Rwanda), during a press conference at the end of the 9th ACEAC Meeting in June in Kinshasa, capital of Democratic Congo.  


“Our countries are in ruins, devastated by looting and wars. They are destroyed at all levels” said Bishop Misago. However Archbishop Simon Ntamwana of Gitega (Burundi), newly elected ACEAC president, launched a signal of hope saying he had noticed “ significant progress” in the consolidation of peace in the region. “weapons do not crackle as they used to a few years ago. Our peoples accept one another and share the same place in which to live” said the Archbishop of Gitega but he also warned that important steps made in recent years should not be questioned. 

In Ivory Coast at last an agreement was reached in Ouagadougou  (Burkina Faso) signed on  4 March  by the Ivorian President Laurent Gbagbo and Guillaume Soro head of the New Forces (rebellion which since September 2002 has control of the north west of Ivory Coast). The Apostolic Nuncio in Ivory Coast and Burkina Faso, Archbishop Mario Roberto Cassari, thanked the President of Burkina Faso, Blaise Compare, for the role played in the Ivorian crisis and he asked the local Bishops to encourage the Catholic community to accompany the peace process.


Widespread urbanisation in Africa in recent decades produced slums and shanty towns in the outskirts of many cities on the continent where millions live in precarious conditions and where various forms of violent crime are insinuating themselves. Slums in Nairobi, capital of Kenya, have been taken over by criminal gangs which aim to control the people living there as well as engage in various illegal activities. For example the Mungiki which is not only a gang of thugs, it is a sect which promotes “traditional African values”. Formed in the 1980s Mungiki (Multitude) sect was banned by the local authorities because it was involved in extortion and violence. Already in 2003, the local Catholic Church had warned that the sect was a threat to public order after some of its members killed 23 people in another of the capital's slums. Some observers say the Mungiki  sect is modelled on the Mau Mau rebellion of the 1950 against British colonial power, and it is active in the most degraded districts of the Kenyan capital.


In the face of deteriorating public order in the country, Superiors of Catholic Religious Orders in Kenya undertook a study on the reasons for the wave of clashes and identified five causes at the roots of violence: the tribal factor which dates to the beginning of the republic; the personality cult which has its roots in tribalism; the issue of unequal distribution of land; the spectre of poverty due to a great extent to the indifference of various successive governments; lastly “a concerning awareness that explosions of violence are too frequently connected with elections”. In addition to these causes there is the facility with which people cross the frontiers and the ever spreading diffusion of light arms. All these factors “feed and sustain each other” provoking periodic waves of clashes in different parts of the country. 


Concern for crime extends to other countries, for example Nigeria and South Africa, where President Thabo Mbeki acknowledged the people's anxiety. “South Africans live in fear, locked up behind walls and barbed wire, in the grip of concern in their homes, in the streets, unable to enjoy freely our public places”. 


One of the many victims of violence, is Passionist Fr Kieran Creagh for years involved in the fight against AIDS, who was seriously injured on 1 March at his home in Pretoria. 


Fr. Creagh, from Belfast (Ulster),WAS appointed 'Irishman of the year' in 2004, for his commitment to fighting AIDS in Africa, in which in 2003 he was the first of 24 persons who volunteered for a vaccine testing programme.


Another growing form of crime in Africa is drug trafficking. Most concerning is the continual flow of cocaine from Latin America to Europe which passes by west Africa. Africa's position in fact allows the management of more routes at the same time, safe from police control.  Besides cocaine heroine and synthetic drugs coming from Asia are increasingly available. In west Africa then, the plague of drugs joins that of human trafficking.

The phenomenon of trafficking in human persons from west African countries, women especially, is spreading. 


Every year thousands of west African women are introduced to prostitution in the countries in the region and in Europe. Besides Nigeria, the country most affected by the phenomenon, the women come from Cameroon, Sierra Leone, Togo and Ghana.

Networks for the trafficking of humans have been created and they coincide with the organisations which run prostitution. Moreover some prostitutes, once they have paid the sum agreed with the traffickers, begin in turn to exploit other girls, and are known “mamas”. They use violence and psychological methods to subdue their victims, using also 'magic' practices inspired by African religious traditions. To be given their freedom these women have to pay the traffickers at least 50,000 dollars. Then for between 7,000 and 10,000 dollars they can buy other girls to use in prostitution.


Women who are repatriated from Europe  to Africa have to be protected from the criminal organisations which claim 'debt' payment”. In this situation the local Catholic Church in Benin City, Nigeria has opened a care Centre which counters this phenomenon and helps the women find their place again in local society.

At the economic level Africa has registered growth in the past year drawn by 4 countries: South Africa, Nigeria, Algeria and Egypt. In 2006 Africa registered a 5.5% grate of growth confirming the tendency of a 5% increase in the GNP in the last five years. However this progress has yet to become a marked improvement in general conditions living conditions in Africa. However good progress has been made in some countries, Tunisia and Tanzania where  90 % of the people have access to adequate sanitation, showing that progress is possible in Africa.


To improve their economic situation some African countries are showing an interest for new technologies, especially information technology. According to a recent report issued by the organisers of the Novatech Conference on the diffusion new technologies in Africa, information technology is a catalyst for the continent's development. There has been considerable development in Africa in recent years in telecommunication infrastructures (optical fibre, satellites, mobile telephone networks etc…), growth in telecommunications services with privitisation and opening to foreign capital of the sector, the creation of call-centre services and commercial services on the Internet and mobile phones.


However African countries face high oil prices, the consequences of which weigh heavily on their economies. “In my country we have to renounce certain imports to pay for the petroleum we import” Zimbabwe's energy minister said. Some countries are tempted to take the path of bio-fuels made from vegetables, to try to lower their electricity bills. And there is growing concern for rising food prices in the poorest countries. In South Africa for example, the price of maize has grown 160 % in recent years, partly due to diminishing  areas of arable land and the increasing demand for ethanol as an alternative to fossil fuel.


This is a global tendency drawn by the more industrialised economies, but also in Africa we see the first attempts to replace oil by-products with fuels of vegetable origin. Some tests used waste products, not comestible which should not affect food production.


There is concern for a probable diminution of food aid from the world's principal agricultural producers to countries affected by food shortage or in need of foreign assistance to feed their people.


The growing demand for bio-ethanol could delineate the following scenario for African countries: rising prices of basic foods, even in countries where there is no market for fuel of agricultural origin; a drop in the cereal surplus of the principal African producers (for example South Africa); a marked reduction of food aid on the part of the principal donor countries.


To solve the energy problem they are looking for a common solution putting at the disposal of the poorest countries the resources of African countries rich in fossil fuel, petroleum and gas, and hydroelectric power. In the regard in May 2007 in Nairobi, in Kenya, there was the 11th Conference on Petroleum, Gas, Trade and Finance organised by UNCTAD the UN Conference on Trade and Development and the government of Kenya. The Conference was attended by 400 participants, political leaders, economists and energy experts. A first step in this sense is the creation of the Southern African Development Community, SADC and the Regional Petroleum and Gas Association, REPGA to promote trade of oil produces and by-products among the member states. The new association will harmonise standard and regulations in the sector.


The creation of REPGA was proposed during a meeting of SADC sub-committee for petroleum, gas, trade in Gaborone (Botswana) in April 2002. 


REPGA will also coordinate research for new hydro-fuel resources in the region and the possible creation of a consulting service for the revision of information relative to hydro-fuel in the member countries. The consulting service will discuss how to regulate the whole regional energy sector petroleum and gas and electrical power.


The continent's energy resources are still underused: Africa has 9.6% of the world's resources of petroleum but only contributes by 6% to the world production. A similar situation is the gas sector where African resources are 9.3% of the whole world's, but Africa's consumption of methanol is only 3.9% of the total. Africa's refinery capacity is only 9.3% of the world total. It is not surprising then to find that 80% of consumption of fire wood goes to Africa with serious damage to the environment. 


In this regard Africa suffers from climate change due to global warming, connected with foolish use of fossil fuel on the part of economies of the most industrialised countries. At least 20 African countries have been devastated by torrential rains since July with hundreds of dead and over 1.5 million homeless people. There is fear for epidemics of malaria and diarrhoea, with lethal consequences for people who do not have enough food or adequate assistance. 


Floods affect the poorest of Africans whose living conditions, despite progress with regard to the increase in the GNP, remain dramatic. The problem of under development is connected with various factors: price system of raw material regulated by importing countries; unfavourable climatic and environmental conditions; inadequate economic policies; corruption. There is growing awareness of this latter problem. According to the United Nations Organisation and the World Bank  Africa because of corruption loses about 148 billion dollars every year. 

“Stolen public assets in developing countries is a serious and concerning issue” said UN secretary general Ban ki Moon, when he presented the Stolen Assets Recovery Initiative (STAR), a joint initiative of the UN and the World Bank to recover assets stolen from the people on the continent. The president of the World Bank, Robert Zoellick said money stolen from public accounts is taken away from social programmes and therefore from the weakest sectors of the population. “There must be no refuge for those who rob the poor” said Zoellick.


According to the World Bank in poor countries between 20 and 40 billion dollars end up in the pockets of corrupt administrators every year; a sum equal to 40% of the funds these countries receive in aid from developed countries. The president of the World Bank gave an example. “With 100 million dollars, we can vaccinate 4 million children supply clean water to 250,000 homes or offer a complete year's treatment to 600,000 people suffering from HIV/AIDS”.


The Catholic Bishops continue to call political and economic leaders to act responsibly and to work to ensure economic justice and social solidarity. 

 “Anxious to safeguard human dignity in its fullness, we wish with this Pastoral Letter to offer our contribution to a more equal, transparent and participated economic vision, so needed by our country ” the Bishops of Angola write in a Pastoral Letter with the title “For economic justice” with which they launch a pressing appeal for more economic and social justice.


In Pastoral Letter the Bishops highlight the contrast between Angola's vast natural resources on the one hand and on the other the dire poverty of most of the people. “The Angolan reality” the Bishops wrote “lives in serious contradiction: on the one hand we are blessed with abundance of water, fertile land, fish and various natural resources. Angola is the second largest oil producer in sub-Saharan Africa and the fourth largest producer of diamonds in the world. On the other in terms of development we are one of the poorest countries in the world. This is clearly a phenomenon called "paradox of abundance ”. 


A “ paradox of abundance ” is an economic theory which holds that countries dependent on natural resources have a faulty economy caused by poverty, injustices and conflicts. The Bishops recall how ever that “ in actual fact for 30 year Angola suffered from a civil war which absorbed most of its natural resources which not only prevented investments in the social and production sectors, is also destroyed most of the country's existing infrastructures ”.


“In this situation” the Pastoral Letter continues “we see most of our brothers and sisters living in miserable conditions, without homes, schools, access to healthcare, putting our country at shameful and unjustified levels, at the 160th place among the 173 most retarded in human development”.


“Nevertheless there are reasons for hope” say the Bishops, referring to an increase in state oil revenues (from 5.7 billion dollars in 2004 to 10.5 billion in 2005). However they reaffirm the necessity to invest oil revenues to guarantee the future of the younger generations, since oil resources are expected to drain by 2030.

ChURCH AND mission 


An important event in the life of the Church in Africa has been the Jubilee Year 28 November 2006 to November 2007called by the Catholic Bishops of Rwanda to mark the 25th anniversary of Marian apparitions at Kibeho.  “The apparitions of the Blessed Virgin Mary at Kibeho and the Message are undoubtedly a source of heavenly graces for the Church and an opportunity for new evangelisation today” says a statement to announce the start of the Jubilee Year issued by the diocese of Gikongoro. Apparitions of the Blessed Virgin Mary began on 28 November  1981 and ended on 28 November 1989. They were officially recognised by the local Church on 29 June 2001 after 20 years of examination by 2 commissions set up by the Bishop of Gikongoro, one theological and the other medical. Only the apparitions to three persons were declared valid Alphonsine Mumureke, Nathalie Mukamazimpaka and Marie Claire Mukangango. Mary presented herself to them as Nyina wa Jambo, or Mother of the Word.


Bishop Augustine Misago of Gikongoro says the message of Kibeho is for the whole of humanity. “All hearts must be converted to reach more justice. We live in a situation of unbalance in the world, where the rich are ever richer and the poor, ever poorer. This is a shameful situation which we must all assess according to our consciences”. “Forgiveness is a central element of the Gospel message. Without forgiveness it is impossible to build a society founded on the Gospel. Indeed a society without forgiveness will never be whole, it will always be torn” said the Bishop of Gikongoro.


And forgiveness and reconciliation is the mission of the work of Catholic chaplains in African prisons.

Monfort missionary Fr. Piergiorgio Gamba, who has been in Malawi for several decades reported to Fides about a Week of Prayer in Prisons in that country, held in November 2006: “The week of prayer was an ecumenical initiative involving Christians of various denominations. A tem of volunteers from Italy came to help us. Prayer is a form of interiorisation, a journey towards a new life”.


The often hidden work of prison chaplains was the main issue of a regional Conference of the Association of Prison Chaplains held Limbe, in Cameroon 1 - 5 November 2006, attended by 30 delegates from Cameroon, Nigeria and South Africa who discussed the theme “Discovering the face of Christ in every prison ”. 

“God's glory is man living the fullness of life. Created in the image and likeness of God we are inspired by Christ who identified himself with all prison inmates: “I was in prison and you visited me ” (Mt 25,36). We are aware that not only does Christ lead us to the inmates of prisons,  He is there among them” the Conference delegates affirmed in the final statement. To improve conditions in African prisons the delegates suggested that each local Church should appoint its own prison pastoral care coordinator and ensure adequate formation for prison pastoral workers. They also suggested that each diocese should hold its own annual awareness building week on the situation in prisons. The delegates confirmed their commitment to pressure African governments to improve prison conditions. The Association which involves 114 countries was  founded in the Holy Year of 1950. 

This field of pastoral care includes also activity by African Catholics to promote the abolition of the death penalty. In June this year African government ministers of justice were invited to  the second Africa For Life meeting in Rome to encourage and recognise efforts to abolish capital punishment in Africa. The Meeting, organised by the Rome based S. Egidio Community, followed the first such meeting held in November 2005. The aim is to encourage the abolition tendency in Africa, considering positive events in recent years. Today the death penalty has been abolished in 14 countries and 22 more countries are de fact abolitionists. Only 8 countries have carried executions in the past three years.

With regard to pastoral care in general the Catholic Church in Africa continues to give priority to the family. 

 “The future of our Church in Benin is to give priority to family care because the family is the nucleus of society and of the Church” the president of the Catholic Bishops' Conference of Benin, Bishop Antoine Ganyé of the diocese of Dassa-Zoumé told Fides.

“Unless the family is united and is aware of what it is, neither society nor the Church can go ahead. In the family there are children, young people and adults. We rely heavily on the activity of  the local Holy Childhood mission society to help children grow in the faith when they are very young so that when they are older and difficulties arise they will have the treasure of the faith to which to return” said Bishop Ganyé. “In brief, our work today is to build the foundations of the Church tomorrow, which begins today”.

The reach as many faithful as possible in the vast zones typical of Africa, the local Catholic churches have given increasing importance to the media as  channels for evangelisation and human promotion. In the past year several Catholic media received international awards. One of these was Waumini Radio, whose reporters Esther Kabugi and Anthony Wafula Red received the UNESCO Ribbon Award for Radio Excellence on the occasion of World AIDS Day. - “This is a great honour for our radio and recognition of our efforts to break the silence which surrounds AIDS” said Martin Wanyoike, vice director of the Catholic radio station.

The award was presented to Esther Kabugi for her untiring efforts to promote awareness of the situation of AIDS orphans and HIV+ children and to Anthony Wafula for a Report on the effects of AIDS on the world of work. 


The Red Ribbon Media Award was instituted by UNESCO in 2002 as a means to offer recognition and encouragement to media channels active in combating the diffusion of the pandemic. The aim is to encourage formation of high quality journalists to offer quality information from a social point of view. 


Waumini Radio, promoted by the Catholic Bishops' Conference of Kenya, in 2003 broadcasts  programmes in Kiswahili and English within a 10 km radius from the capital Nairobi. 

Another important award was assigned to Pacis Radio, founded with the help of Comboni missionaries in Arua, in West Nile district, Uganda. Pacis Radio received the BBC's "Best Radio in Africa” prize with the motivation “excellent example of what a community radio with its offices outside the capital can do”. With limited staff and means “it tackles demanding local problems, gives advice on health matters and discusses issues of local interest”. Besides the award, Pacis Radio will receive 5,000 US dollars of technical material.  


Pacis Radio was founded in 2001, after local Church Synods in 1989, 1994 and 1999 had asked for a local Catholic radio to be set up. Bishop Frederick Drandua of Arua, entrusted the task of starting the radio to two missionaries, Italian Comboni missionary Fr. Tonino Pasolini, who had worked for 40 years in the diocese and lay missionary Ms Sherry Mayer, who had worked in the local office for pastoral coordination for 12 years. 


The radio was set up at first in temporary premises and then in its definite offices in 2004 and started broadcasting on 26 November 2004. The technical staff was formed thanks to an Austrian NGO. 


The programmes reach a radius of 200 km serving besides the two dioceses in West Nile, Arua e Nebbi, also the areas of Gulu, Kitgum, and part of Lira and Hoima. It covers the whole of northern Uganda, the scene of twenty years of civil war led by the Lord's Resistance Army LRA which displaced 2 million people, forced to live in camps. The Radio gives special attention to these displaced people. Pacis Radio reaches also Southern Sudan, Yei and beyond, in the territory of Juba, and the west of the Democratic Republic of Congo. According to report drafted in 2005 with the help of the International Labour Organisation, Pacis Radio is the station with the highest numbers of listens in West Nile. Every day an estimated 5 million people tune in to its programmes.


Since December 2005 it broadcasts 24 hours a day in English, Lögbara, Madi and Kakwa and there are a few Alur language weekly programmes. The Radio broadcasts religious programmes including Sunday Mass and a reflection on the daily Liturgical Readings. 

These two radio stations are part of a tradition represented by two important Catholic media which celebrated anniversaries in 2007. The first is the Croix du Benin Catholic newspaper in Cotonou and the second is DIA Catholic News Agency in Kinshasa. The former, celebrating its 60th anniversary, is a two monthly publication considered the first private newspaper published in Benin, Dahomey at that time, with the name of La Croix du Dahomey. 

On the occasion of its 60th anniversary the newspaper undertook a revision of its Editorial line under the guidance of a new editor Rev André  Quenum. Two new sectors focus on the Family and information on the History of the Church in Benin. La Croix in Benin intends also to increase its network of correspondents in other west African countries to give space to the voices of the sister Churches and encourage contact and sharing among the Christian communities in the continent.

DIA news agency in Kinshasa (Democratic Republic of Congo) is celebrating its 50 years of activity, since 18 January 1957 when in what was then Léopoldville, the capital of Belgian Congo, the new Agency sponsored by the Bishops of Congo and Rwanda-Urundi issued its first bulletin.. The Bishops entrusted the agency with four tasks: a daily information service to send to the African press; a daily report to send to Belgian and other foreign press; a special news service to send to Fides News Agency of the Pontifical Mission Societies; a weekly service for monthly bulletins and private subscribers. 


The Bishops indicated the goal of the DIA Agency: inform Belgian, Congolese and foreign public opinion about Catholic life in Congo; make known Catholic doctrine relative to religious, social, scholastic and political matters in the country; diffuse the Catholic point of view on temporal matters. 


Catholic media have a fundamental role to promote reconciliation and peace in countries struggling to overcome decades of civil war, Emmanuel Muyehe, Director of Radio Ijwi Ry'Amahoro, Catholic radio station promoted by the Bishops of Burundi, one year ago. “Radio Ijwi Ry'Amahoro (Voice of Peace) intends to be the voice of the Church for new evangelisation and the promotion of peace in Burundi” Fr. Emmanuel Muyehe told Fides. The radio, was inaugurated by Bishop Jean Ntagwarara of Bubanza, president of the Catholic Bishops' Conference of Burundi, in April 2006. In his discourse on that occasion, the Bishops underlined that fact that “the radio starts its activity at a time when the means of social communications, radio especially are growing in Burundi. It is clear that the people want to know what is happening in their country. During Vatican II the universal Church stressed the necessity and importance of the media”. The Bishops promoted the new Radio station to build a culture of peace and reconciliation in Burundi, after years of bloody civil war. “Its Editorial line”- the president of the Bishops' Conference said- “is to give priority to programmes of peace, justice, reciprocal acceptance, reconciliation and development”.


As African communications networks grow new Catholic media based on the Internet are appearing  such as the new Web Site of the Pontifical Mission Societies in Zambia. The web site (http://www.pmszambia.org) is divided in various sectors including one with a brief historical and ecclesial profile of each of the 4 Pontifical  Mission Societies (Propagation of the Faith, St Peter Apostle, Holy Childhood, Missionary Union. 

“To increase mission awareness among our people the national PMS office has opened a web site to provide information for priests, religious and laity involved in missionary animation. We are mobilising every available resources for this project. We believe this project will intensify communication at various levels, help combat isolation and increase solidarity through the diffusion of news on missionary activity”. Fr. Bernard Makadani Zulu, national director of the Pontifical Mission Societies in Zambia, told Fides.

The Catholic Church in Africa lost one of its most significant figures in January 2007 with the death of Cardinal Frédérick Etsou-Nzabi-Bamungwabi, Archbishop Kinshasa (Democratic Congo). “Cardinal Etsou played an important role in the transition from a missionary Church to a local Church, in his country. This transition came about first of all in his Congregation. He was one of the first Congolese Scheut Missionaries and one of the first to assume major responsibilities in the Congregation” said Cardinal Godfried Danneels, Archbishop of Malines-Bruxelles, in his homily during a Requiem Mass for Cardinal Etsou.

One of the most significant events in the Church in Africa in the past year, was Nigeria's 1st National Mission Congress to mark the 50th anniversary of the Fidei donum Encyclical by Pope Pius XII. The Congress, held at the Madonna Renewal Centre in Nkpor, in the archdiocese of Onitsha from 26 to 30 September, was organised jointly by the Pontifical Mission Societiesin Nigeria and the National Mission Council and sponsored by the Catholic Bishops Conference of Nigeria. The theme of the Congress was “You will be my witnesses”.

Resolutions issued at the end of the Congress, a copy of which was sent to Fides, affirm “Christ's mandate to evangelise the whole world (cf. Mt. 28:19-20) is not something contingent it is something which lies in the depth of the heart of being Church. In other words the mandate involves all Christians, as individuals and as members of the Body of Christ, the Church ”.

The Congress urged Catholics to take Pope Benedict XVI's message for World Mission Sunday seriously: “Therefore, as has often been said, missionary commitment remains the first service that the Church owes to humanity today to guide and evangelize the cultural, social and ethical transformations; to offer Christ's salvation to the people of our time in so many parts of the world who are humiliated and oppressed by endemic poverty, violence and the systematic denial of human rights.”.


The Resolutions continue: “in Nigeria the first missionaries suffered and many died for mission. On the tomb of one of then the first missionaries engraved this prayer: May a great Church be born of these bones. They made great sacrifices, they built schools and hospitals, purchased slaves to set them free, driven only by love for Christ ”.


“ We are determined to follow in their footsteps, to offer prayers and make sacrifices so the faith will continue to grow in Nigeria and in the missions, despite obstacles” the participants affirm. “We are determined to help missionaries absorb the spirit of the first missionaries, a spirit of evangelisation, prophecy and apostolic courage. We are determined to share true Christian values with our neighbours and to be ever more involved in the universal mission of the Church a ”. 


To sustain missionary efforts in Nigeria the local Church decided to hold a National Mission Congress every four years, prepared with diocesan and provincial mission meetings and they recommend the use of the Acts of the Congress in preparation for the scheduled Second Special Assembly of the Bishops for Africa. 
Ghana MARKS EVANGELISATION centenarY 

AND 50 YEARS OF INDEPENDENCE 

This year Ghana is celebrating 50 years since national independence and it concluded celebrations of the centenary of its evangelisation. 

“We recall with joy that we are on the eve of the fiftieth anniversary of Ghana’s Independence” the Catholic Bishops of Ghana said in a message for the anniversary.


Referring to the Jewish Jubilee on the Old Testament in the message the Bishops write that “considered sacred unto the Lord, a jubilee for the people” is therefor a time to take stock of the situation and "thank God for the wonderful things he has accomplished for us during the past fifty years”.


Among these the Bishops mention “the fundamental goodwill of all governments, past and present, in their attempt to achieve the best for all Ghanaians. We also commend the patience with which Ghanaians bore difficulties and certain violations of human rights with great courage and magnanimity. It is this spirit of patience, tolerance, forgiveness that has contributed to make Ghana an oasis of relative peace in the sub-region”.


The Catholic Church promoted the growth of the country educating great numbers of Ghanaians, many of whom have become religious leaders, teachers, doctors, lawyers, engineers, nurses, scientists, bankers, artisans.


 “The Christian community as a whole, but Catholic especially made a fundamental contribution in these 50 years and we intend to do even more in the future” Archbishop Charles Gabriel Palmer- Buckle of Accra and vice president of the Ghanaian Bishops' Conference. “In these 50 years we have experienced difficult times. There have been military regimes but since 1992 democracy has advanced ” the Archbishop recalled. 

“This is also thanks to the contribution of Ghana's Christians, 68% of the population. Catholics are about 16% but the Catholic Church alone runs il 30 % of the country's schools and hospitals. We now have a Catholic University and this year we had the first 44 graduates in Economy, Religious Science and Science of Communications. In the coming years the Catholic University will offer degrees in General Medicine and Pedagogy”. 

On the occasion of the nation's golden jubilee, the Catholic Bishops' Conference entrusted the Ghana once again to the Sacred Heart. On the eve of Ghana's  independence in 1957, the Bishops consecrated the nation to the Sacred Heart of Jesus. “We think it opportune to renew this the Bishops said in the introduction to the Message to re-entrust the country to the Sacred Heart of Jesus on the occasion of the 50th anniversary of national independence.


In April celebrations for the centenary of evangelisation in northern Ghan  25 May 2006 were concluded. On 23 April 1906 the White Fathers (Missionaries of Africa) coming from Burkina Faso celebrated the first Mass at Navrongo in what is today the ecclesiastical province of  Tamale. 


Pope Benedict XVI addressed a letter to Cardinal Ivan Dias Prefect of the Congregation for the Evangelisation of Peoples appointing him his special envoy to the celebrations and sending his apostolic blessing to all the participants.

“Every Jubilee is a propitious occasion to look at the past with gratitude, at the present with joy, and to the future with hope” Cardinal Ivan Dias said in his homily at the Mass to close the evangelisation centenary in north Ghana, celebrated on 23 April in Navrongo cathedral.


The Cardinal prefect recalled the first three Missionaries of Africa (White Fathers) – Fr. Jean-Marie Chollet, Fr. Oscar Morin and Brother Eugene Gall - who came to Navrongo from Burkina Faso in 1906 and began to evangelise the people. The diary of these pioneer missionaries tells of the joy and enthusiasm which reigned in the midst of their simple and humble surroundings, and of the initial setbacks they had as they started to settle in their newly adopted homeland” he recalled. “The missionaries, in fact, had to face many hurdles – political, social, economic, cultural, religious and others – but with patience and perseverance they overcame them all, so that the seed of the Gospel which they sowed with toil and tears did not die, but survived, sprouted and began to bear fruit, and continues to do so even to this day”.


Cardinal Dias emphasised how the missionaries founders of the Church in north Ghana evangelised: “They preached the Gospel to all, without any discrimination whatsoever, their only aim being to unite the ethnic groups and to motivate them to live together in peace and harmony.” Besides the missionaries Cardinal Dias recalled “the many priests who came after the first pioneers, and the religious women and the catechists who teamed up with them and are doing so even today in an admirable manner, and gave credibility to the message they proclaimed. We cannot forget those who died, even violently, while carrying out their noble mission of preaching the Good News. They are our intercessors in heaven and may the blood they have shed for Christ’s sake be the seed of new Christians”.

interreligioUs Dialogue 

Most active in promoting interreligious dialogue are the Church in Muslim majority countries, like those which belong to the Regional Bishops' Conference of Northern Africa CERNA.


The Bishops of North Africa confirm their commitment “to share with the Church in other regions of the world their experience of dialogue between Christians and Muslims. They call on Catholic communities to realise that the Muslim world is just as diversified as the Christian world. It is urgent to realise that we live in a pluralist world and we must learn to live together, since the most important things is peace for all humanity ”.


 “We wish to be leaven to make the dough grow, the little light which illuminates civil society and institutions, sharing the Good News and bearing witness with concrete acts” Bishop Jean-Gabriel Diarra of San diocese and President of the Catholic Bishops' Conference of  Mali.


“We area small Catholic community living in a Muslim majority country” says Bishop Diarra. “Official figures are not very precise, Mali has between 10 and 12 million people and Catholics are only 3% ”. 


“In this context the Church wishes to be the leaven of society illuminating with the word of the Gospel, the civil institutions and all men and women of goodwill” the president of the Bishops' Conference of Mali concludes. 

Interreligious dialogue not overshadowed by the presence of fundamentalism says the president of the Catholic Bishops' Conference of Benin: “we have good relations with the local Muslim community. But two aspects must be noted. In Benin there exists traditional Islam, which is moderate and open dialogue. In many families in Benin there are Christians and Muslims and they live in peace and harmony. The other aspect is that many young Muslims are instructed in other countries, northern Africa especially and they return with an aggressive understanding of Islam which does not belong to the history or tradition of our country. However in general we can say that interreligious relations are good and Islamic fundamentalism is seen only in a few parts in the north of the country”.


“Also with followers of traditional African religions, voodoo for example -. Says Bishop Ganyé - dialogue is good and indeed it is here that we see the largest numbers of conversions. Many are tired of voodoo and they are anxious to talk with a Catholic priest. This does not please the custodians of voodoo tradition but it does not prevent us from having good relations with members of traditional religion”. 

THE WORDS OF THE BISHOPS

We give here a few of the most important interventions of African Bishops in the past twelve months as reported by Fides News Service.
Africa/Congo - The scandal of poverty Congo: Message from Catholic Bishops' 35th Annual Plenary Assembly 

Brazzaville (Fides Service) - Poverty was the focus of the 35th annual plenary assembly of the Catholic Bishops' Conference of the Republic of Congo (Congo Brazzaville) held 16 to 22 April at the Convent of the Sisters of the Sacred Hearts of Jesus and Mary in Brazzaville. A report sent to Fides said that the fight against poverty in the light of the social doctrine of the Church; environment degradation and its consequences on the wellbeing of the people were among the issues discussed by the Bishops. 


After examining a survey on poverty produced by Caritas Congo and the Conference's own Justice and Peace Commission, the Bishops issued a message with the title “The social situation in Congo: the fight against poverty” in which they affirm “the Church has always shown concern for the poor since this is a constitutive trait of her mission. The poor have always been in the heart of the Church”.


Christians have the duty to act to achieve justice based on the fundamental principles of Christianity: “the dignity of the human person, created in the image and likeness of God, the principle of the common good and the universal destination of the products of the land, the principle of solidarity. The Church, being the body of Christ, has the vocation to carry on the work of her Founder and take sides with the poor. It cannot be otherwise”.


With regard to the situation in Congo the document affirms “poverty is multidimensional. It can be material, economic, moral and social”. Poverty in Congo is first of all economic and material: “many of our co-citizens live in dramatically precarious, unworthy and deplorable conditions. Our investigation in every diocese revealed that there exist situations of extreme poverty in our country. In 2000 international institutions said that over 70% of the people of Congo lived below the poverty line on less than a dollar a day ”.


The exists also a type of social poverty: access is denied to education, healthcare, clean water, electricity, proper sanitary conditions. 

The Bishops put the causes of poverty in two categories: endogenous and exogenous. The first include: “difficulty to enter the labour market; low spending power; state responsibilities shirked; professional irresponsibility and widespread corruption; complicity in financial conspiracy; political instability; ignorance, illiteracy”. The exogenous causes are essentially “inequality in terms of exchange: those who produce prime material are not responsible for the prices on international markets”.


In this situation the Bishops say every man and woman in Congo has a responsibility to shoulder: “each according to his or her capacities must change life style and engage resolutely in the fight to eliminate poverty and abolish all forms of subjugation. We think especially of our Pigmy brothers and sisters who still suffer discrimination and abuse”. (L.M.) (Agenzia Fides 24/4/2007 righe 42 parole 494)

See message in French

http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/chieselocali/chieselocali.php?id=439)

AFRICA/TOGO - Following approval of law on Reproductive Health which envisages abortion in some cases, Catholic bishops reaffirm that every human life must be respected

Lome (Agenzia Fides)- In a message with regard to a law on Reproductive Health passed in parliament on 22 December 2006, the Catholic Bishops of Togo say “this law goes against our conscience as Christians and deserves reflection. In Togo, which claims to be a state under the rule of law, the members of parliament should have consulted the people with regard to such a sensitive issue. After reflecting at length we wish to share our view with you”. 
The Church leaders state: “The law seems to affirm only rights. This gives the impression that its aim is to claim rights which some people deny. To support this theory, the text of the law bans “any interpretation from the point of view of beliefs, customs, religion and family which is contrary to sexual and reproductive rights”. But can rights exist without duties? How does reproductive health law imply duties towards life?”.
This “reproductive health” is about the human genital apparatus not about the human person” the message says. “Does this not diminish the person? Does this not present sex as a value in itself? Does introducing this line of thought not falsify the education of young people?” the Bishops ask and stigmatise “laxity with regard human sexuality and affective life”.
The law allows abortion in certain cases: in the case of danger for the mother’s health; when the child may be born with serious malformation or congenital disease; at the woman’s request in the case of rape or incest. The Bishops object to each point. On point one they call for an objective diagnosis with regard to the endangered health of the mother, examining all possible alternatives. On point two they say a life is taken on the grounds of a probability. On the point regarding rape or incest the Bishops recall Togo’s Constitution article 19 “no one can be accused or condemned for facts committed by another person”. An innocent child cannot be killed for an act committed by adults.
In the final recommendations the Bishops urge Catholics to practice objection of conscience, “to bear witness to faith in the One who is the giver of life”. (L.M.) (Agenzia Fides 12/4/2007 righe 40 parole 463)
MESSAGE DES EVÊQUES DU TOGO AU PEUPLE CHRÉTIEN

http://www.fides.org/fra/documents/loi_sur_avortement.doc 

Africa/Mali

AFRICA/MALI - “Political activity is not promoting one's own career but rather the common good” says Catholic Bishops in a statement on presidential elections

Bamako (Agenzia Fides)- “And if we were to re-establish politics?” was the title of issued by the Catholic Bishops of Mali on the occasion of the recent presidential elections. The statement, of which Fides received a copy, explained the importance of the vote clearly and concisely. Addressing a modern day Theophilus, the letter retraces events in the country in past fifteen years since democracy was re-established. 
The Bishops acknowledge important progress achieved but also note “the people's general opinion of these results is very blurred. Some are “angry”, “disillusioned” and many turn their backs on politics with indifference, indeed with diffidence of not scorn. This disillusion could explain why so few election papers were requested and the low voting count ”. 
The Bishops ask themselves "Do the morals of our political leaders have anything to do with this situation, and why do some people paradoxically show a sudden interest for politics? Their motivation should be questioned. It appears to us that it not alien to the dangerous atmosphere of propitious political patronage which prospers shamelessly”.
In particular, the Bishops write “some people, men and women, are thought to take refuge in “politics”, to avoid possible judicial action: it would seem that an “elective” job is safer than that of a lawyer!…Politics seems to have become a safest and quickest path to one's own social success: people take up politics as a “career” all the more because militancy fawned or backed by the media opens these positions to persons without any professional qualifications or expertise”.
A lack of moral sense is the cause of a lack of clear and vision of the common good and a plan for society. The Bishops call on believers and all the people of Mali to take an active part in politics first of all promoting “serious civic and political education”, “banning from the sphere of politics all reality deforming prisms such as “careerism”, “populism”, “businessism” exercising discernment at the individual and social level to distinguish the truth from falsehood. (L.M.) )Agenzia Fides 2/5/2007 righe 39 e parole 377)

Message des évêques à l’occasion des élections 2007

http://www.fides.org/fra/documents/message_eveques_elections2007.rtf
Africa - “Do not deceive yourselves: young Africans will continue to emigrate to Europe risking their lives in search of a better world” says Catholic Archbishop of Abuja 

Rome (Agenzia Fides)- “It is no longer possible for a small group of countries to enjoy their wealth in solitude and think the poor will not spoil the party”. This warning was launched by Archbishop John Olorunfemi Onaiyekan, archbishop of Abuja, former president of the Catholic Bishops Conference of Nigeria, who is a member of a delegation of cardinals and bishops created in view of the meeting of the 8 most industrialised countries G8 held this year in Germany. Archbishop Onaiyekan was in Rome with part of the delegation involved in a series of meetings in the framework of the campaign "Before it is too late" promoted by Volontari nel mondo – FOCSIV Federazione Organismi Cristiani Servizio Internazionale Volontario, Caritas Italy and 16 Italian Catholic organisations.

From 28 April to May 5 the delegation of 11 cardinals and bishops from Africa, Latin America, United States and a few European countries, had meetings with political and ecclesial authorities in the United Kingdom,  Germany and Italy to pressure the 8 heads of state or government to respect  promises to fight poverty. The initiative is organised by the network of European Catholic development agencies CIDSE and Caritas Internationalis as part of a "Make aid work", campaign to present the needs of the poorest nations to the world powers meeting for the G8.

Archbishop Onaiyekan gave a simple example to underline the paradox of globalisation: “African boys dressed like their peers in Rome or New York, start out from Africa full of hope and they are ready to risk their lives and climb any wall to reach Europe's wealth”. Expectations created by an economic model proposed as the only one possible, diffused through a global media system, drive growing masses of people to  look for an often illusionary better life. This produces the swelling flow of illegal emigrants making for the coasts of Europe. But the Nigerian archbishop recalls that it is up to the  rich countries must revise their policies towards Africa. “A the Gleneagles Summit in Scotland in 2005 the world powers promised to increase international aid to developing countries by 50 billion dollars a year to be able to invest at least 0.7% of the gross domestic product by 2015. A promise which so far has not been kept” said Archbishop Onaiyekan. 

The Archbishop of Abuja added however that African governments have their responsibilities. Nigeria, he said, earns millions of dollars every day selling oil, but the Nigerian people still live in misery because their leaders are corrupt. 

Pope Benedict XVI  who met the delegation of cardinals and bishops addressed a letter to the Chancellor of the Federal Republic of Germany, Dr Angela Merkel, in which he underlined “the active involvement of international partners is indispensable. This should not be seen as an "extra" or as a concession which could be postponed in the face of pressing national concerns. It is a grave and unconditional moral responsibility, founded on the unity of the human race, and on the common dignity and shared destiny of rich and poor alike, who are being drawn ever closer by the process of globalization.” (see Fides 24 April 2007). (L.M.) (Agenzia Fides 7/5/2007 righe 44 parole 573)

Africa/MozambiQUE “The light of Christ uplifts and gives meaning to the suffering caused by recent disasters in our country”: Catholic Bishops of Mozambique assure local Church's commitment to assist victims

Maputo (Agenzia Fides)- “As disciples of Our Lord Jesus Christ and Bishops of his Church we cannot fail to express sincere human and Christian solidarity with our brothers and sisters affected by these tragedies” the Bishops of Mozambique said in a message to express sympathy with the victims of recent floods, a cyclone and an explosion at the Malhazine munitions store in Maputo (see Fides 23 and 26 March 2007). The message was made public at the end of a meeting of the Bishops' Conference (see Fides 9 May 2007).


In the past three months Mozambique has been affected by a series of disasters which left a trail of death and destruction: violent flash floods in the central region of the country Manica, Sofala, Tete and Zambezia, a cyclone, accompanied by torrential rains, which struck first in the northern area of Inhambane and then  further south in Sofala; and the tragic explosion during the night 22 March of the country's main munitions store in Maputo the capital which left 100 dead, many injured and thousands of homeless. Besides these tragedies the Bishops recall "flooding in the north east when the River Manda and Lake Nassa overflowed not to mention, flash floods which devastated the coastal region from Ponta  de Ouro fino to Cabo Delgado”.


In the face of these tragedies “the light of Christ who conquered all suffering and the tragedy of death on the Cross, uplifts and gives meaning to all this suffering”. 

Faith in the light of Christ is expressed in concrete acts of solidarity: “On the occasion of such tragedies the local Church immediately co-operates with efforts to rescue and assist the victims. Church institutions like Caritas, Christian communities and individual Catholics have been working in co-operation with government institutions to resettle victims in the different provinces of the vast national territory ”.

“In this same ecclesial spirit of human and Christian solidarity - the document continues -  archdiocese of Maputo has launched a fund-raising campaign in aid of the Maputo victims", and the Bishops remind the authorities that "the affected people must receive compensation”.

The Bishops conclude urging all Christians, all men and women of good will, and government friends of Mozambique to continue to help the country at this difficult time. (L.M.) (Agenzia Fides 10/5/2007 righe 37 parole 465) 

“Africa/MozambiQUE - “No to abortion, yes to government development plan. We are ready to co-operate with the authorities to educate the people to denounce crime and violence” say Catholic Bishops at the end of Plenary Assembly 

Maputo (Agenzia Fides)- A proposed bill on abortion; the challenges of Mozambican society today; the government programme to fight poverty; criminality, were some of the issues examined by the Catholic Bishops of Mozambique gathered for their first plenary assembly of 2007, in Maputo in mid April. A report on the event was sent to Fides.


The assembly was preceded by a three day spiritual retreat from 16 to 18 April directed by Bishop Wilson Tadeu Jönck, auxiliary Bishop of Rio de Janeiro archdiocese in Brazil. 


With regard to abortion the Bishops drafted a special statement, to which Fides will refer in the coming days, and in the meantime they stated “abortion is a serious sin, a crime against life in Mozambique. It is an act contrary to this nation which has a vast territory and immensely rich resources to develop through population growth for the common good”.


The Bishops are in favour of the government's commitment to eradicate “the dire poverty which holds the greater part of our people in the grip of hardship and ignorance. We must support the national initiative to overcome poverty and the degradation of the dignity of the human person”. However the Bishops recall that “growth at the economic level must correspond to a growth at the moral and intellectual. It is not with crime that the living conditions of our people can be improved, but instead with human, intellectual and moral formation ”.


The reference to crime derives from the fact that the Bishops denounce “a wave of violence and crime”, but they say “Mozambican society is not violent by nature, our people are peace-loving, hospitable, ready for dialogue”. In this situation the leaders of the local Catholic Church affirm that the state has the duty to intervene to guarantee security for all citizens and public order, and they reaffirm that Catholics are ready to co-operate in the field of education to promote respect for individual persons and goods, to disapprove and denounce crime, violence, desire for revenge and taking justice in one's own hands.


The Bishops also announced that from 19 to 26 May they will make their five yearly visit ad limina to Rome to pray at the tombs of the Apostles Peter and Paul and to meet with the Successor of St Peter, the Pope, to inform him of the joys and troubles of their local Churches and ask for his guidance and blessing. (L.M.) (Agenzia Fides 9/5/2007 righe 34 parole 405)

AFRICA/NIGERIA - At the end of 2nd plenary assembly Catholic Bishops assure contribution to heal the nation's moral crisis, the root of all evil 

Lagos (Agenzia Fides)- In a statement issued at the end of their second plenary assembly the Catholic Bishops of Nigeria affirm “We have had the elections, but the wounds inflicted on the Nigerian people and on our nascent democracy remain deep and painful. Our nation needs to be healed ”. While they express satisfaction and thank God for  “transition in Nigeria from one civilian rule to another”, at the same time they say the elections were seriously flawed  (see Fides 28 April 2007).

The statement sent to Fides entitled “Watch and Pray” is a call to Nigerian Catholics to watch and pray and see the signs of the times. “We need to be vigilant and control our human greed and pride which are at the basis of corruption, conflicts and bad governance ”.

The statement reflects on recent events in Nigeria. The question of democracy is a central point in the reflection offered by the Bishops who confirm their opposition to all forms of corruption in voting and they express cautious hope with regard to the Judiciary: “Recently, we witnessed the remarkable action of the Judiciary in ensuring that justice was dispensed without delay, fear or favour. We ask that the Judiciary continue to play its crucial role, as an independent arm of government, in the development and growth of a more democratic Nigeria.”. 

The Bishops say  they "acknowledge the government’s "disposition to dialogue and negotiation. Government should always listen to the people and serve their interests. Justice, development and peace will only come when government personnel become servant leaders of their people. In this vein, we commend the ongoing efforts of the government to address the deficiencies in the various sectors of the economy. We pray that these positive developments be sustained. ”.

Among the problems in Nigeria, the Bishops mention the crisis in the Niger Delta  which they has "continued to deepen in a gravely alarming manner, especially with the recent outbreak of violence in Rivers State. We urge the government, of both Federal and State levels, to intensify efforts towards resolving the crisis. At the same time, we call upon the various protagonists to lay down their arms and come to the negotiation table” says the Bishops conference, assuring “ solidarity to the people of the Niger Delta on their plight and suffering. At the same time, we wholly denounce hostage-taking which not only violates the dignity of innocent victims, but inhibits the freedom of movement as well as dent the image of our country”.

The Bishops propose diversification in the economy too dependent on oil exports (see Fides 13 November 2006 and 4 September 2007), and improvement of education as the foundations for sustainable development. In this regard they recall the fundamental contribution offered by the Catholic Church with its schools to which will be added in 2008 Veritas University of Abuja, which has just been approved by the Bishops' Conference.

The Bishops conclude renewing their commitment for the spiritual formation of young people and adults to put and end to the contradiction of a “Nigeria, a nation prized as most religious, is often paradoxically rated as one of the most corrupt ”. (L.M.) (Agenzia Fides 19/9/2007 righe 39 parole 530)

See statement Watch and Pray in English “ 

http://www.fides.org/eng/documents/watch_and_pray.rtF

 (L.M.) (Agenzia Fides 19/9/2007 righe 39 parole 530)

Africa/Kenya

AFRICA/KENYA - Catholic Bishops say: “No violence. No bribing young people to sow chaos in the electoral campaign

Nairobi (Agenzia Fides)- “Violence as a form of mobilisation is unacceptable for the stability and prosperity of our country”. This statement was made by Bishop John Nuje, president of the Catholic Bishops' Conference of Kenya, who denounced the atmosphere of violence in the electoral campaign for presidential elections in December, according to CISA new agency in Nairobi. “We appeal to all political parties and party leaders to exercise maximum moderation during the delicate electoral campaign period” said Bishop Nuje.
The latest episode was 22 September when three members of the Opposition were injured by the launching of stones and arrows when they arrived uninvited at a fund collecting gathering organised by supporters of the President in a rural area of the western district of Kisii. The three men are supporters of Raila Odinga, the main rival of the president in office Mwai Kibaki, who is running for a second mandate.
On 21 September in Nairobi in a ceremony at which the head of state was present the religious leaders of Kenya launched a national peace-building initiative.
“It is shameful that when there are cases of violence, it is the young people who are used by politicians as tools for this dirty and dangerous work” said the president of the Bishops' Conference. “This is unacceptable and should be condemned on all sides”.
The same thing was affirmed by Bishop Mugambi of the diocese of Meru, in his homily during a special National Mass for young people, celebrated in Nairobi. “Too often politicians trick young people, paying them to sow chaos in political rallies, as part of their electoral campaign. I appeal to you to not let this happen”. 
The president of the Bishops' Justice and Peace Commission, Bishop Peter Kairo, called for non-violence during the electoral campaign: “As we enter the electoral period we call for calm., tolerance and respect for the law. May the political actors place peace before their own personal interests ”.
In the presidential elections in December outgoing President Kibaki challenges Raila Odinga, his former ally, now leader of the Opposition. Odinga, seen as a charismatic leader at the head of the Orange Democratic Movement (ODM), has the support of his own Luo tribe in western Kenya.
President Kibaki presents himself as the candidate of a new political alliance, National Unity Party. Kibaki, elected in 2002 to lead the alliance, no longer has his own party which dissolved last year. 
Kibaki's campaign in centred on the continuation of his present policies: free primary education, healthcare and improvement of roads and infrastructures.(L.M.) (Agenzia Fides 26/9/2007 righe 34 parole 463)

