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AGENZIA DELLA CONGREGAZIONE PER L'EVANGELIZZAZIONE DEIPOPOLI




 FIDES Service – 23 October  2004

Mission Sunday Special Issue 

UPDATE ON THE SITUATION 

OF WORLD HEALTH
On the occasion of the World Mission Sunday we give figures on AIDS, malaria and other infectious forms that every day affect millions of innocent people often assisted only by missionary structures 
· AIDS/HIV

· MALARIA

· DENGUE 

· TUBERCULOSIS
· EBOLA

· SARS 

· CHOLERA

· LEPROSY
· DIARRHOEA
· RESPIRATORY INFECTIONS
· MALARIA

· CHICKEN POX
· WHOOPING COUGH
· TETANUS
· DIABETES
· POLIO
Poverty and inadequate structures affect the lives of many people mainly in the most neglected areas of the planet. On the occasion of World Mission Day we present information on diseases especially AIDS and malaria, which affect mainly people in mission territories.
Every day 6,000 more young people are infected with the HIV/AIDS virus. Since 1985 AIDS has killed about 7 million farm workers in the 25 most affected countries and 16 million more may die by  2020. In 2003 UNAIDS estimated that 40 million people were infected by HIV/AIDS, at least 26 million in Africa. In 2001 in Africa 250,000 children under 14 lost one or both parents because of AIDS which killed as follows: 995,000 in Nigeria; 989,000 in Ethiopia; 927,000 in Democratic Congo; 892,000 in Kenya, where every five minutes three people die of AIDS; 884,000 in Uganda; 815,000 in Tanzania; 782,000 in Zimbabwe. 

In 2003 AIDS killed 3 million people: 2.5 million adults and 500,000 children under 15. Sub-Saharan Africa has: 11 million AIDS orphans;  25.0 – 28.2 million adults and children infected; 3.0 – 3.4 million new cases among adults and children; 2.2 – 2.4 million deaths, adults and children.
In north Africa and the Middle East there are between 470 000 – 730 000 infected adults and children; 43 000 – 67 000 new cases of adults and children; 35 000 – 50 000 deaths of adults and children.
South East Asia has 4.6 – 8.2 million infected adults and children; 610 000 – 1.1 million new cases; 330 000 – 590 000 deaths of adults and children.

West Asia and the Pacific 700 000 – 1.3 million infected adults and children; 150 000 – 270 000 new cases among children and adults; 32 000 – 58 000 deaths among adults and children.
In Cameroon the rate of infection of HIV/AIDS increased twenty times in ten years to reach 11.8% at the end of 2001.
In Mozambique, 12,000 of the 14.000 new cases of HIV/AIDS registered in 2003 were among people aged between 15 and 45. 
According to the World Heath Organisation, in Burkina Faso, one of the most affected west African countries, out of a population of 12 million, every year more than 40,000 people are infected with the virus including 10,000 children during pregancy, at birth or through breast feeding.

General table (source WHO ) Aids: world situation December 2003

Persons infected HIV/AIDS: 40 million (34 – 46 million); Adults 37 million (31 – 43 million); Minors under 15  2.5 million (2,1 – 2,9 million)

New cases of HIV+ in 2003: Total  5 million (4,2 – 5,8 million); Adults 4,2 million (3,6 – 4,8 million); Minors under 15 years 700 000 (590 000 – 810 000)

malfunctions caused by AIDS in 2003: Total 3 million (2,5 – 3,5 million); Adults 2,5 million(2,1 – 2,9 million); Minors under 5 years 500 000 (420 000 – 580 000)

MALARIA is also a major concern. According to WHO every year from 300 to 500 million people are infected, 90% in tropical Africa. More than 2/3 of the cases reported to WHO  (not including African regions) are in India, Sri Lanka, Brazil, Afghanistan, Vietnam and Colombia. Large urban areas in Asia, eastern Mediterranean and South America are free of the danger of malaria although it is endemic but not necessarily in these peripheries. A total of 1 to 1.5 million people die of malaria every year, mainly children under 5 with other connected illnesses. Every day in Africa 3,000 die and every year one million die and hundreds of millions fall seriously ill mainly in sub-Saharan Africa. 


Another killer viral is DENGUE, or break-bone fever found in tropical and semi-tropical regions  registering 25 million cases every year. It has two distinct forms: classic dengue; haemorrhagic dengue, with or without a state of shock. Dengue strikes mostly in South East Asia, Africa, Central and Southern America and Oceania.
One of the most serious respiratory infections is TUBERCULOSIS. Between 8-10 million cases and 2 million deaths are registered every year.  80% of TB cases are registered in 22 countries, 15 among the poorest in the world. From 1990 to 2000 no less than 90 million people contracted TB and about 1/3 (30 million) died. 

EBOLA, which kills between 50% and 90% of the cases, is probably of animal origin still not identified. Sudan seems to have taken control of the most recent epidemic in Yambio, Western Equatoria, which killed 7 among the 17 cases confirmed. The last case was identified on June 14 and the last death was on 26 June. In Congo the Health Ministry announced the end of an epidemic in Mbomo e Mbanza, in West Cuvette more than 700 km from Brazzaville where 36 cases were registered, 29 of them lethal.

Severe Acute Respiratory Syndrome SARS, first appeared in November 2002 in the mainland China province of Guangdong. This new pathology was identified only when it had already spread to Vietnam, Hong Kong and Singapore from where it was carried to Canada. The number of registered cases was 8,437 with 813 deaths. The number of people hospitalised was 7452. 


Another serious disease in Africa is CHOLERA. Most recent figures show 110,000/200,000 cases in the world every year and 5,000 deaths. 

 LEPROSY no longer kills but it is present and in 2002 no less than 48,248 cases were registered in Africa. Diagnosis of new cases, calculated on a population of 10,000, revealed that the 10 most affected countries are: Comoros Islands (4.04); Madagascar: (3.34); Angola: (3.21); Mozambique:(2.91); Tanzania: (1.90); Liberia: (1.68); Guinea Conakry: (1.63); Sierra Leone: (1.51); Congo Brazzaville: (1.20); Niger: (1.09). In Nigeria, Congo, Cameroon, Ivory Coast and Ghana, with more than 1,000 new cases every year.

Not to be forgotten diseases which cause the death of children.
Diarrhoea 1,566,000; respiratory infections 1.856.000; malaria 1.098.000; chickenpox 551,000; HIV/AIDS 370,000; whooping cough 301.000; tetanus 185.000. Another killer disease for children in Sub-Saharan  Africa is diabetes: 115 million cases. The World Health Organisation has warned that the number of people suffering from diabetes could double in the next 30 years, rising from 115 million to 284 million. Another threat for children under 5 is polio caused  by a virus which attacks the nervous system and can cause total paralysis and death. The virus is endemic in: Nigeria, India, Pakistan, Niger, Afghanistan, Egypt, and 15 million children in Africa are at risk. (AP) (23/10/2004 Agenzia Fides; Righe:105; Parole:1.308)
� EMBED Word.Picture.8  ���








Agenzia Fides “Palazzo di Propaganda Fide” - 00120 Città del Vaticano - tel. 06 69880115 - fax  06 69880107 - E-mail:  fides@fides.va
PAGE  
3

[image: image2.png]agenzia fides

AGENZIA DELLA CONGREGAZIONE PER L'EVANGELIZZAZIONE DEIPOPOLI




_1137661794.doc
[image: image1.png]agenzia fides

AGENZIA DELLA CONGREGAZIONE PER L'EVANGELIZZAZIONE DEIPOPOLI








