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MESSAGE OF HIS HOLINESS POPE BENEDICT XVI

FOR WORLD MISSION SUNDAY 22ND OCTOBER 2006

”Charity, the soul of Mission”

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

World Mission Day which we will celebrate Sunday 22nd October, offers an opportunity this year to reflect on the theme: “ Charity, Soul of Mission”. Unless mission is animated by charity, that is, unless it flows from a profound act of divine love, it risks being reduced to a mere philanthropic and social action. The love which God has for each single person constitutes, in fact, the very core of living and preaching the Gospel, and all who hear it in turn, become witnesses. The love of God which gives life to the world is the love which has been given us in Jesus, the Word of Salvation, perfect icon of the mercy of our heavenly Father. The message of salvation can be then summed up in the words of Saint John the Evangelist: “In this is manifest the love of God for us: God sent his only Son into the world so that we may have life in him” (1Jn 4, 9). The mandate to spread the message of love was entrusted to the Apostles by Jesus after his resurrection, and the Apostles, inwardly transformed on the day of Pentecost by the power of the Holy Spirit, began to bear witness to the Lord’s death and resurrection. From that time on the Church continues this same mission which constitutes for all believers an indispensable and permanent duty.

Every Christian community is called, then, to make known God, who is Love. On this fundamental mystery of our Faith I desired to pause and reflect in the Encyclical: Deus Caritas Est; (God is Love). With his love God permeates all creation and the history of humanity. In the beginning man came forth from the hands of the Creator as the fruit of his own loving initiative. Sin darkened the divine imprint. Deceived by the devil our first parents, Adam and Eve, lost their relationship of trust with their Lord, giving way to the temptation of the evil one who persuaded them that God was a rival and wanted to limit their freedom. Thus, they preferred themselves to the divine gratuitous love, convinced in that way to affirm their own free will. As a consequence they forfeited their original happiness and tasted the bitterness and sadness of sin and death. However, God did not abandon them and promised salvation to them and to their descendants: He foretold the coming of his only Son, Jesus, who in the fullness of time would reveal to them his Father’s love, a love capable of redeeming every single human creature from the slavery of evil and death. In Christ therefore, we have received immortal life, the very life of the Trinity. Thanks to Christ, the Good Shepherd who never abandons the lost sheep, to all men of all times has been given the possibility of entering into communion with God, our merciful Father who is ready to welcome home his prodigal son. The astounding sign of such a love is the Cross. In my Encyclical Letter Deus caritas est I wrote that “His death on the Cross is the culmination of that turning of God against himself in which he gives himself in order to raise man up and save him. This is love in its most radical form. It is there that this truth can be contemplated. It is from there that our definition of Love must begin. In this contemplation the Christian discovers the path along which his life and love must move”.(n.12).

On the eve of his Passion, Jesus left as His last will to his disciples, gathered in the Upper Room to celebrate the Passover, the “new commandment of love - mandatum novum”: “This I command you: love one another” (Jn 15,17). The fraternal love which the Lord asks of his “friends” has its source in the paternal love of God. John the apostle remarks: “He who loves comes from God and knows God” (1Jn 4,7). Therefore, to love according to God, we must live in Him and of Him: the first ‘home’ of man is God and only he who lives in God, burns with the fire of divine charity which can ‘enkindle’ the world. Is this not the mission of the Church in all times? Then it is not difficult to understand that authentic missionary concern, the first duty of the ecclesial community, is linked to faithfulness to the divine love. This is true for every Christian, for every local community, for the particular Churches and for the entire People of God. Precisely, because of this awareness of their common mission, the disciples of Christ find strength in responding generously to carry out works of human and spiritual promotion which, as our beloved John Paul II wrote in his Encyclical Redemptoris Missio, bear witness to “the soul of all missionary activity: love which has been and remains the driving force of mission and is also the sole criterion for judging what is to be done or not done, changed or not changed. It is the principle which must direct every action and end to which that action must be directed. When we act with a view to charity, or are inspired by charity, nothing is unseemly and everything is good” (n. 60). To be missionaries then means to love God with all one’s heart, even to the point of giving one’s life for Him. How many priests, men and women religious and laity, even in our time, have rendered supreme witness of their love for Him by their martyrdom! To be missionaries, is to tend, like the Good Samaritan, to the needs of all, particularly those of the poor and the needy, because he who loves with the heart of Christ, searches not for his own interest but only for the glory of God and the good of his neighbour. In this lies the secret of the apostolic fruitfulness in missionary work which crosses frontiers and cultures, reaches all peoples and spreads to the utmost ends of the world.

My dear brothers and sisters, World Mission Day is an appropriate occasion for better understanding that witness of love, soul of the mission, concerns everyone. Indeed to serve the Gospel can never be considered a solitary adventure, but a binding duty for every community. Along with all those who operate on the front line of evangelization – and here I remember with gratitude all missionaries – I also think of many others, children, young and old who by their prayers and cooperation in many ways contribute to the spreading of the Kingdom of God on earth. My wish is that this participation may always increase through the contribution of all. I take this opportunity to express my gratitude to the Congregation for the Evangelization of Peoples and to the Pontifical Missionary Societies. They coordinate with dedication the world-wide efforts of all who contribute to the work of those in the front line of missionary activities. 

May the Blessed Virgin Mary, who with her presence beside the Cross and her prayer in the Upper Room collaborated actively at the beginning of the ecclesial mission, strengthen their work and help believers in Christ to be evermore capable of true love, so that, in a world which is ever more spiritually thirsty, they may become fountains of living water. 


For this I wish and pray with all my heart, while I impart upon all of you my Blessing.

Given at the Vatican, 29th April 2006

BENEDICTUS PP. XVI

(Agenzia Fides 2/6/2006 – Righe 79, parole 1.160) 

PRAYER INTENTION
“That the celebration of World Mission Sunday may intensify missionary animation and cooperation everywhere”

Pope Benedict XVI’s October missionary prayer theme:

Comment by Cardinal Ivan Dias Prefect of the Congregation for the Evangelisation of Peoples

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) – In this month of October 2006 we celebrate the 80th anniversary of the institution of World Mission Sunday. In fact on 14 April 1926 Pope Pius XI gave his approval to a request formulated by the Superior General Council of the Pontifical Society for the Propagation of the Faith which, in a plenary assembly, petitioned the Supreme Pontiff to establish “a day of prayer and propaganda for the missions to be celebrated on the same day in every Catholic diocese, parish and institute in the world”. The reasons for the request were clearly stated: “The day would foster understanding of the greatness of the missionary task, encourage zeal among the clergy and the people; offer an opportunity to make the Society for the Propagation of the Faith ever more widely known and encourage offerings for the missions...” (cfr. Rescript Sacred Congregation for Rites 14 April 1926).     

In these eighty years humanity as walked briskly, ever faster in recent times. It has experienced terrible tragedies, such as two worlds wars, the holocaust, conflicts in every part of the planet, but it has also made progress in the fields of science, technology and medicine; it has launched itself to conquer space, equipped itself with sophisticated means of communications, solemnly proclaimed the inviolable rights of every human person, witnessed profound social and political changes such as the fall of the Berlin Wall. 

Nevertheless how often, even in recent decades, has man attempted to remove God from history, distance Him from personal life, sever every vital link with Him, proclaiming himself master of the universe, of humanity, of creation. Then man fought man, humanity fell into the abyss of violence and brutality. The ambition to deny the existence of God did not bring happiness and wellbeing, on the contrary it caused suffering, unhappiness, insecurity… “Yet, the great breakthroughs of technology and science that have considerably improved humanity's condition leave unresolved the deepest searchings of the human soul. Only openness to the mystery of God, who is Love, can quench the thirst for truth and happiness in our hearts;” (Pope Benedict XVI, general audience, 16 August 2006).

Eighty years later is the request made by the Superior General Council of the Pontifical Society for the Propagation of the Faith still valid? Is it still necessary to intensify missionary animation and cooperation? “The Christian community in our time too feels sent to the men and women of the third millennium in order to acquaint them with the truth of the Gospel message and thereby give them access to the path of salvation. And this, as I said, is not an option but the vocation proper to the People of God, a duty incumbent upon it by the command of the Lord Jesus Christ himself ” the Holy Father Pope Benedict XVI reminded participants at the Conference promoted by the Congregation for the Evangelisation of Peoples to mark the 40th anniversary of the  "Ad Gentes" Decree issued by Vatican II  (speech 11 March  2006). 




Hence humanity of the third millennium has more than ever need of Christ, to know the love of the Father and the power of his Spirit. Today it is still necessary to become missionaries for humanity so travailed and troubled, to enable those who have never heard of Jesus Christ to know Him and those who have denied Him with their behaviour to return to the right path. The mission that Jesus Christ entrusted to his Church is more than ever urgent, indeed “it is only just beginning”, as the Holy Father Pope  John Paul II wrote in the encyclical “Redemptoris Missio” (n.1). However for this mission to continue someone must assume responsibility, indeed every baptised person must shoulder this task.           

The Missionary Prayer Intention indicated by the Holy Father Pope Benedict XVI for this month calls us to pray “that the celebration of World Mission Sunday may intensify the spirit of missionary animation and cooperation everywhere”. Heeding the Pope’s call then, let us pray that Mission Sunday will be an opportunity not only to “speak about the Missions” but above all to pray for the missions, let us “use gentle violence to persuade the Most Sacred Heart of Jesus to hasten universal recognition of his divine sovereignty”. May every baptised person become more aware that he or she is called, because of baptism, to announce the message of Jesus Christ, Saviour and Redeemer. As Vatican II so aptly says, this Day is an opportunity to realise that the whole People of God is “on mission”: – not only part of it, the Pope, bishops, priests, religious,  – all of us, every day of our life, in every circumstance to which the vicissitudes and decisions of our personal history lead us, to those we come into contact and whom the Lord places on our path. Only this will intensify “the spirit of missionary animation and cooperation” and ensure that Mission is not an appointment for a few hours once a year, but rather the beat of the clock of our spiritual life day after day, month after month, year after year. May the clock of missionary life be charged by prayer because “the Christian who prays does not claim to be able to change God's plans or correct what he has foreseen. Rather, he seeks an encounter with the Father of Jesus Christ, asking God to be present with the consolation of the Spirit to him and his work.” (Deus Caritas est, n.37).
Let us entrust ourselves to Most Holy Mary, whom we invoke especially in the month of October with the recitation of the Holy Rosary, that through her intercession we may obtain the same ardour as that of the Apostles gathered with her in the Upper Room who were not discouraged after the Lord’s Ascension but persevered in confident prayer. And when the Spirit filled them with His gifts they did not hesitate to leave the place where they were to go out to announce to everyone the wondrous reality of Jesus Christ who died and is risen. Let us transform our communities, our families, our groups of missionary work and apostolate, in many more “upper rooms” in which to invoke with perseverance and untiringly the gift of the Spirit, in order to be ready to go out to the world, since  “the proclamation of and witness to the Gospel are the first service that Christians can render to every person and to the entire human race, called as they are to communicate to all God's love, which was fully manifested in Jesus Christ, the one Redeemer of the world” (Pope Benedict XVI  speech 11 March  2006). Mary, Queen of the Apostles and Queen of the Missions, pray for us! Card. Ivan Dias (Agenzia Fides 25/9/2006; righe 73, parole 1.065)

80 YEARS OF CALLS AND MESSAGES 

FOR WORLD MISSION SUNDAY 
Vatican City  (Fides Service) – It was Pope Pius XI who approved in 14 April 1926 a request for “A Day of prayer and propaganda for the missions to be celebrated on the same day by all the parishes and institutes of the Catholic world”, put forward by the Superior Council of the Pontifical Society for the Propagation of the Faith. The document was also signed by Cardinal A. Vico, Bishop of Porto di Santa Rufina, Prefect.

The reasons were clearly explained in the request: “It would foster better understanding of the vastness of the missionary task and greater missionary zeal among the clergy and the people; it would be an opportunity to make the Society for the Propagation of the Faith more widely known, encourage membership and offerings for the missions; but above all, like a holy crusade, it would exert sweet violence on the most Sacred Heart of Jesus to hasten universal recognition of His divine sovereignty”.

In concrete the Superior Council asked for a Sunday, “the penultimate in October, to be put aside a Day of Prayer and Propaganda for the Missions in the entire Catholic world”; that on this Sunday the prayer “Pro propagatione fidei” should be added; “that preaching on that Sunday should be of a missionary character, with special mention of the Society for the Propagation of the Faith”; “for a plenary indulgence to be granted … to all who receive Holy Communion and pray for conversions…”. (cfr. Rescript Sacred Congregation for Rites, 14 April 1926)


The first Appeal or Message in memory was issued by the Congregation de Propaganda Fide for Mission Sunday 19 October 1930, signed by the secretary of the Congregation and the president of the Superior Council of the Society for the Propagation of the Faith, Cardinal Carlo Salotti. For Mission Sunday in 1931 besides the appeal of the Congregation Propaganda Fide dated 20 August 1931 forwarded to all national directors of the Society for the Propagation of the Faith, a Radio Message was delivered by Cardinal Carlo Salotti on the eve of Mission Sunday 17 October 1931.


In 1932 Propaganda Fide issued an Appeal(15 August 1932)  and a Radio Message (22 October 1932). And did the same in 1934. Whereas in 1935 besides the Appeal issued by the Congregation on 1 August, Cardinal Prefect, Pietro Fumasoni Biondi issued a Message on view of Mission Sunday 20 October and this tradition continued in the years that followed.


The first Pope to launch a Radio Message for World Mission Sunday was Pope Paul VI: on 19 October 1963, the eve of Mission Sunday. Moreover at the beginning of his pontificate, He had been elected on 30 June 1963, the Pope said: “From the first moment when with humble and confident obedience to the adorable designs of God, We assumed the honour and weight of the supreme apostolic ministry, spontaneous was the impulse of the soul to declare to the whole world Our essential and most urgent duty, that of promoting with all concern and attention the spreading of the Kingdom of God. And We wish to greet, in our first message, as the “apple of our eye”, the missionaries who represent continued testimony, eloquent and sound, that the will of the divine Founder to diffuse the light and benefits of the Gospel among all peoples, is always present and efficient in His Church”.


For World Mission Sunday 1964 Propaganda Fide issued an Appeal. In 1965 Pope Paul VI issued a Message on 23 October at the closing of the Second Vatican Council, “to add once again Our fervid contribution to the clarification of the essential missionary character of the Holy Church of Christ, presented with supreme effectiveness in these days by the Ecumenical Council  …”.


Pope Paul VI delivered Radio Message for World Mission Sunday on 23 October 1966, and then from 1967 to 1978, he issued a written Mission Sunday Message of support and encouragement for missions. From 1968 onwards the Pope’s Mission Sunday Message was issued on the occasion of the Solemnity of Pentecost.


In the first Mission Sunday Message written by Pope John Paul II, dated 14 June 1979, Feast of Corpus Christi, the Pope recalled that he started his Petrine Ministry on Mission Sunday 22 October 1978, elaborating in his message a statement from his first Encyclical , “Redemptor hominis”: “The mission is never destruction, but instead is a taking up and fresh building.” (RH, 12). In his pontificate, 1979 – 2005, Pope John Paul II issued a total number of 27 Messages for Mission Sunday. 


Pope Benedict XVI issued his first Message for Mission Sunday 22 October 2006 on the theme of his first Encyclical “Deus Caritas est”: “Charity, the soul of Mission”. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 21/10/2006)
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CATHOLIC CHURCH STATISTICS

Vatican City (Fides Service) – Here is Fides annual report on Catholic Church statistics which is prepared every year in view of World Mission Sunday 22 October. Figures regarding members of the Church, church structures in the field of pastoral care, healthcare, education and assistance are taken from the latest edition of the Church’s Book of Statistics (December 2004). Please note that variations, increase or decrease compared to last year are marked + or – in brackets. 


On 31 December 2004 the world population was 6.388.500.000 with an increase of 87.123.000 units compared with the previous year. Increase by continent as follows: Africa +26.162.000; America +14.114.000; Asia  +48.583.000; Oceania +389.000; decrease in Europe -2.125.000.

On 31 December 2003 the number of Catholics was 1.098.500.000 with an increase of 12.809.000 more than the previous year, by continent as follows: Africa +5.158.000; America +7.739.000; Asia +821.000; Oceania +56.000. Again this year Europe showed a decrease in the number of Catholics more than last year - 965.000 (- 214.000).

The world percentage of Catholics decreased by 0.4 %, to 17.19% and the following variations were registered on the different continents: increase only in Africa +0.08; decrease in America -0.12; Asia -0.02; in Europe –0.02; Oceania -0.14.

The number of persons per priest in the world increased by 184 units, (average 12,448). By continent as follows: increase in America (+108) and Europe (+22) and Oceania (+189); Africa (+ 86) decrease in Asia (-726).

The number of Catholics per priest in the world increased by 35 units (average 2,677/1). By continent: increase in America (+59) and Europe (+8), in Africa (+38), Oceania (+40); decrease in Asia (-54).

The number of ecclesiastical circumscriptions increased by a total number of 10 to 2,903. Mission stations with resident priest are 1,600 (101 less than last year) with an increase in Africa, Asia and Europe. Decrease in America (-215) and Oceania (-1). Mission Stations without a resident priest increased by 3,066 units, to 115,181. Increase registered in Africa (+936), America (+428) end Europe (+39), Asia (+1.926) decrease only in Oceania (-263).

The number of bishops in the world increased by 42 units, to 4,784 on all continents. America (+32), and Asia, decrease in Europe, stable in Oceania. Diocesan bishops increase  religious bishops decrease. Diocesan bishops are (3,616 (1,019 more than the previous year): increase registered in Africa (+8); Europe (+652) and America (+283), Asia (+67); Oceania (+ 9). Religious Bishops are 1,168 (less 977 units)  decrease markedly in Europe (-641) and America (-252).

The total number of priests in the world increased by 441 units, to 405,891. Consistent increase  in Africa (+840) and Asia (+1.422), America (+122) a decrease in Europe  (-1876). Diocesan priests increased by 707 units, with increases on all continents except Europe (-1.021). Religious priests decreased by 315 units. The only continent with an increase was Asia (+447). 


Permanent deacons increased by 800 units to 32,324. More consistent increases in America (+341) and Europe (+420). Decrease only in Oceania (-1). Permanent diocesan deacons 31,809, with increases on all continents (total increase 809 units). Religious permanent deacons  515, less 9 units. Only continent with slight increase Africa (+9), decrease on the other continents.


Brothers decreased by 410units to 55,030. Situation: increase in Africa (+421) and Asia (+553); America (+22) and Oceania (+66) decrease in Europe (-652), 

An overall decrease in the number of women religious (–8.810) now 767,459 was registered by continent as follows: increase in Asia (+2,511) and Africa (+1,066) decrease in Europe (-8,790), America (–3,369) and Oceania (–228);). 


Members of male secular institutes are 672 with an overall decrease of 19 units compared to last year on all continents except for Africa. Members of Female secular institutes also decreased by 646 units to a total of 28,270 members. Consistent decrease in Europe (-793) and slighter Oceania (-2).   

The number of Lay missionaries increased by 14,136 units, to 186,467 with increases on all continents except Europe (-110).. However the greater part of lay missionaries are in America (167,836) the continent where the increase was higher  (+11.375). 

Catechists in the world increased by 93,125 units to 2,940,798. Increases on all continents, more markedly in America (+ 53.524) only decrease in Oceania (-73). 

The number of major seminarians, diocesan and religious, increased 671 units, to a total to 113,044. Increases in Asia (+1,289) and Oceania (+882). Decreases on the other continents. Diocesan major seminarians 71,841 (-425) religious seminarians 41,203 (-1.96). Both categories increased  in Africa and Asia, decrease in America and Europe; in Oceania diocesan and religious seminarians increased. 

Minor seminarians, diocesan and religious, increased by 3,213 units, to 101,585. Increases in Africa (+2,230); Asia (+1,687) and Oceania (+2). Minor diocesans  77,133 (-1,571) religious 24,452 (+1,642). Both categories increased in Africa and Asia; both decreased in America; in Europe and Oceania increase in religious, decrease in diocesan.

In the field of education the Catholic Church runs 63.073 infant schools (- 1,234) for 6,312,115 children; 91.090 primary schools (-1,371) for 27,975,541 pupils; 38,277 secondary schools (-1,127) for 15,868,173 pupils. The Church also attends to 1,830,149 high school pupils and 2,399,022 university students. The Church’s activity in this field has decreased in infant schools, primary and secondary schools.  

Catholic charity and healthcare Centres general increase except for Leprosy Centres: 5,246 hospitals, (+10); 17,224 dispensaries (+545); 648 centres for people with leprosy (-8); 14,972 homes for the elderly and disabled (+133); 10,163 orphanages (+167) 10,932 kindergartens (+298), 13,866 marriage counselling centres (+!,062), 10,516 other institutes (+703); institutes distributed by continent as follows in decreasing order: America, Europe, Asia, Africa and Oceania. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 22/10/2006)

CATHOLIC CHURCH MISSION STATISTICS

Source: Church’s Yearly Book of Statistics latest edition

elaborated by Fides

in brackets variations compared with previous year:  increase (+) decrease (-) 

WORLD POPULATION – CATHOLICS

	Continent
	Population
	Catholics
	Percentage

	Africa
	876,720,000 (+ 26,162,000)
	148,817,000 (+ 5,158,000)
	 16.97 % (+ 0.08)

	America
	880,321,000 (+ 14,114,000)
	548,756,000 (+  7,739,000)
	62.34 % (- 0.12)

	Asia
	3,893,898,000 (+ 48,583,000)
	113,489,000 (+ 821,000)
	2.91  % (- 0.02)

	Europe
	704,912,000 (- 2,125,000)
	278,736,000 (- 965,000)
	 39.54 % (- 0.02)

	Oceania
	32,649,000 (+ 389,000)
	8,568,000 (+ 56,000)
	 26.27 % (- 0.14)

	total
	6,388,500,000 (+ 87,123,000)
	1,098,366,000 (+12,809,000)
	 17.19% (- 0.04)


PERSONS /CATHOLICS PER PRIEST

	Continent
	persons per priest
	Catholics per priest

	Africa
	28,047 (+ 86)
	4,761 (+ 38) 

	America
	7,237 (+ 108)
	4,512 (+ 59)

	Asia
	53,043 (- 726)
	2,353 (- 54)

	Europe
	3,525 (+ 22)
	1,394 (+ 8)

	Oceania
	6,805 (+ 189 )
	1,785 (+ 40)

	total
	12,448 (+ 184)
	2,706 (+ 29)


ECCLESIASTICAL CIRCUMSCRIPTIONS– MISSION STATIONS
	Continent
	Ecclesiastical Circumscriptions 


	Mission Stations 

with resident priest
	Mission Stations 

without resident priest

	Africa
	507 (+ 2)
	378 (+ 68)
	65,689 (+ 936)

	America
	1,064 (+ 3)
	207  (- 215)
	12,040  (+ 428)

	Asia
	516 (+ 8)
	895 (+ 44)
	36,826 (+ 1,926)

	Europe
	738 (- 3)
	72 (+ 3)
	62 (+ 39)

	Oceania
	78 (=)
	48 (- 1)
	564 (- 263)

	total
	2,903 (+ 10)
	1,600 (- 101)
	115,181 (+ 3,066)


BISHOPS

	Continent
	Total bishops
	diocesan bishops
	Religious bishops

	Africa
	630 (- 2)
	457 (+ 8)
	173 (- 10)

	America
	1,801 (+ 32)
	1,251 (+ 283)
	550 (- 251)

	Asia
	682 (+ 3)
	501 (+ 67)
	181 (- 64)

	Europe
	1,545 (+ 11)
	1,323 (+ 652)
	222 (- 641)

	Oceania
	126 (- 2)
	84 (+ 9)
	42 (- 11)

	total
	4,784 (+ 42)
	3,616 ( + 1019)
	1,168 (- 977)


PRIESTS

	Continent
	Total priests
	Diocesan priests
	Religious priests

	Africa
	31,259  (+ 840)
	20,358 (+ 799)
	10,901 (+ 41)

	America
	 121,634 (+ 133)
	77,756 (+ 556)
	43,878 (- 423)

	Asia
	48,222 (+ 1,422)
	28,497 (+  660)
	19,725 (+ 762)

	Europe
	199,978 (- 1876)
	139,494 (- 1,209)
	60,484 (- 667)

	Oceania
	4,798 (- 78)
	2,728 (- 14)
	2,070 (- 64)

	total
	405,891 (+ 441)
	268,833 (+ 792)
	137,058 (- 351)


PERMANENT DEACONS

	Continent
	Total 

permanent deacons
	Diocesan

Permanent deacons
	Religious

Permanent deacons

	Africa
	368 (+ 32)
	350 (+ 26)
	18 (+ 6)

	America
	21,067 (+ 341)
	20,902 (+ 343)
	165 (- 2)

	Asia
	148 (+ 8)
	93 (+ 10)
	55 (- 2)

	Europe
	10,528 (+ 420)
	10,254 (+ 429)
	274 (- 9)

	Oceania
	213 (- 1)
	210 (+ 1)
	3 (- 2)

	total
	32,324 (+ 800)
	31,809 (+ 809)
	515 (- 9)


RELIGIOUS BROTHERS AND WOMEN RELIGIOUS

	Continent
	Brothers
	Women Religious
	

	Africa
	7,791 (+ 421)
	57,475 (+ 1,066)
	

	America
	16,587 (+ 22)
	219,274 (- 3,369)
	

	Asia
	9,028 (+ 553)
	150,736 (+ 2,511)
	

	Europe
	19,942 (- 652)
	329,898 (- 8,790)
	

	Oceania
	1,682 (+ 66)
	10,076 (- 228)
	

	total
	55,030 (+ 410)
	767,459 (- 8,810)
	


MEMBERS OF SECULAR INSTITUTES

	Continent
	Members of secular institutes

Male
	Members of secular institutes

Female

	Africa
	47 (+ 8)
	481 (+ 7)

	America
	191 (- 9)
	5,842 (+ 89)

	Asia
	34 (- 12)
	1,493 (+ 53)

	Europe
	399 (- 6)
	20,401 (- 793)

	Oceania
	1 (0)
	43 (- 2)

	total
	672 (- 19)
	28,270 (- 646)


LAY MISSIONARIES AND CATECHISTS

	Continent
	Lay missionaries
	Catechists

	Africa
	3,926 (+ 1,293)
	379,656 (+ 16,865)

	America
	167,836 (+ 11,375)
	1,725,887 (+ 53,524)

	Asia
	11,920 (+ 1,188)
	297,259 (+ 12,977)

	Europe
	2,263 (- 110)
	522,865 (+ 9,832)

	Oceania
	522 (+ 390)
	15,131 (- 73)

	total
	186,467 (+ 14,136)
	2,940,798 (+ 93,125)


MAJOR SEMINARIANS – DIOCESAN AND RELIGIOUS

	Continent
	Total

Major seminarians


	Diocesan

Major seminarians
	Religious

Major seminarians

	Africa
	22,791 (+ 882)
	15,960 (+ 298)
	6,831 (+ 584)

	America
	36,681 (- 510)
	25,146 (- 54)
	11,535 (- 456)

	Asia
	29,220 (+ 1,289)
	15,076 (+ 59)
	14,144 (+ 1,230)

	Europe
	23,401 (- 986)
	15,032 (- 719)
	8,369 (- 267)

	Oceania
	951 (- 4)
	627 (- 9)
	324 (+ 5)

	total
	113,044 (+ 671)
	71,841 (- 425)
	41,203 (+ 1,096)


MINOR SEMINARIANS – DIOCESAN AND RELIGIOUS

	Continent
	total

minor seminarians 


	diocesan

minor seminarians 


	religious

minor seminarians 



	Africa
	45,535 (+ 2,230)
	41,393 (+ 2,033)
	4,142 (+ 197)

	America
	17,991 (- 366)
	12,718 (- 304)
	5,273 (- 62)

	Asia
	24,200 (+ 1687)
	14,658 (+ 284)
	9,542 (+ 1,403)

	Europe
	13,463 (- 340)
	8,045 (- 431)
	5,418 (+ 91)

	Oceania
	396 (+ 2) 
	319 (- 11)
	77 (+ 13)

	Total
	101,585 (+ 3,213)
	77,133 (+ 1,571)
	24,452 (+ 1,642)


SCHOOLS AND PUPILS

	
	INFANT

schools
	children
	PRIMARY

schools
	pupils
	SECONDARY

schools
	PUPILS
	High school

pupils
	UNIVERSITY

Pupils

	Africa
	11,102
	1,014,584
	31,130
	11,985,138
	7,968
	3,021,647
	55,753
	54,127

	America
	15,055
	1,807,227
	24,267
	7,210,120
	10,955
	3,678,137
	575,884
	1,623,483

	Asia
	12,918
	1,714,162
	15,502
	4,964,853
	8,676
	4,972,926
	954,763
	428,901

	Europe
	22,809
	1,683,150
	17,187
	3,176,389
	10,008
	3,815,610
	235,740
	282,113

	Oceania
	1,189
	92,942
	3,004
	639,041
	670
	379,853
	8,009
	10,398

	total
	63,073
	6,312,115
	91,090
	27,975,541
	38,277
	15,868,173
	1,830,149
	2,399,022


HOSPITALS/CLINICS,CHARITY WORK,WELFARE

	Continent
	hospitals
	Dispensaries
	Leprosy

centres
	Homes for the elderly, chronically ill, disabled 
	orphanages
	Kinder-

gartens
	Marriage

Counselling

centres.
	other institutes
	total

	Africa
	953
	4,922
	236
	638
	1,675
	1,236
	1,407
	1,789
	12,856

	America
	1,766
	5,492
	66
	3,842
	2,427
	3,991
	5,549
	4,815
	27,948

	Asia
	1,136
	3,637
	341
	1,835
	3,104
	3,217
	1,074
	1,714
	16,058

	Europe
	1,221
	2,677
	3
	8,158
	2,887
	2,396
	5,531
	2,145
	25,018

	Oceania
	170
	496
	2
	454
	70
	92
	305
	53
	1,642

	total
	5,246
	17,224
	648
	14,927
	10,163
	10,932
	13,866
	10,516
	83,522


ECCLESIASTICAL CIRCUMSCRIPTIONS DEPENDENT ON THE 

CONGREGATION FOR THE EVANGELISATION OF PEOPLES

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) – The Congregation for the Evangelisation of Peoples is at the service of the Pope as the “central body for promoting, directing and co-ordinating” the activity of evangelisation of peoples and missionary cooperation throughout  the world (cfr.​ Ad gentes, 29; Pastor bonus,85).


From the beginning the Church in obedience to the command received from Christ has always proclaimed the Gospel to all peoples. In order to fulfil her missionary duty in the face of growing demand for evangelisation in the 16th century the Church began to set up special structures. In 1622 Pope Gregory XV instituted the “Sacred Congregation de Propaganda Fide”, with the task of “preaching and proclaiming the Gospel and Catholic doctrine in all missions”, investing it also with decision making powers to guarantee this commitment rapidity and effectiveness. In 1627 Pope Urban VIII founded Propaganda Fide Urban College, for the formation of secular clergy for the mission and the Tipografia Poliglotta (Vatican Printing Press) to print documents and books in different languages.


With the apostolic constitution “Pastor bonus” Pope John Paul II ha confirmed the general principle of jurisdiction laid down by the Second Vatican Council (cfr. Ad gentes, 29), which states: “The Congregation has the task of directing and co-ordinating  the work of evangelisation of peoples and missionary cooperation” (85).


The main duties of the Congregation for the Evangelisation of Peoples include: guarantee proper distribution of missionaries and formation for local secular clergy and catechists; entrust Religious Institutes, or Mission Societies, or particular Churches with the evangelisation of mission territories. 


Ecclesiastical circumscriptions dependent on the Congregation for the Evangelisation of Peoples  (CEP)  to 17 October 2006:

1084 Ecclesiastical Circumscriptions dependent on the CEP 

	Continent


AD
D
AT
VA
PA
M
AA
OM
Totale

	Africa



84
374
-
14
8
1
1
  3
485

	America


7
31
-
44
1
2
-

  85

	Asia



75
332
1
15
36
3
4
   2
468

	Oceania


11
31
-
-
1
2
-
    1
  46

	

	Totale



177
768
1
73
46
8
5
    6
1084


INFO: archdiocese (AD), diocese (D), territorial abbacy (AT), apostolic vicariate (VA), apostolic prefecture (PA), apostolic administration (AA), Mission sui juris (M), military Ordinariate (OM). 

PANORAMA OF WORLD RELIGIONS

	
	2000
	2006
	2025 (estimate)

	world population
	6,070,581,000
	6,529,426,000
	7,851,455,000

	Christians (all denominations)
	2,000,909,000
	2,156,350,000
	2,630,559,000

	Catholics
	1,055,651,000
	1,128,883,000
	1,334,338,000

	Orthodox Christians
	   214,436,000
	220,290,000
	   235,834,000

	Protestants
	   347,764,000
	380,799,000
	   489,084,000

	Anglicans
	     75,164,000
	80,922,000
	   107,557,000

	Jews
	     14,528,000
	15,351,000
	     16,895,000

	Muslims
	1,196,451,000
	1,339,392,000
	1,861,360,000

	Hindus
	   808,175,000
	877,552,000
	1,031,168,000

	Buddhists
	   362,374,000
	382,482,000
	   459,448,000

	Atheists
	   147,223,000
	151,628,000
	   151,742,000

	No religion 
	   762,099,000
	772,497,000
	   817,091,000

	New religions
	   103,847,000
	108,794,000
	   122,188,000

	Tribal religions
	   239,103,000
	257,009,000
	   270,210,000

	Sikhs
	     23,512,000
	25,673,000
	     31,985,000

	Non-Christians
	4,069,672,000
	4,373,076,000
	5,220,896,000


source: “International Bulletin of Missionary Research” –  January 2006.
(Agenzia Fides 22/10/2006)

ARCHBISHOP ROBERT SARAH, SECRETARY OF THE CONGREGATION FOR THE EVANGELISATION OF PEOPLES

INTERVIEW WITH FIDES NEWS AGENCY

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) – In view of World Mission Sunday 2006, 22 October, the culminating event in a month traditionally characterised by intense commitment at all levels to support the missionary activity of the Church, Fides spoke with Archbishop Robert Sarah, secretary of the Congregation for the Evangelisation of Peoples about mission today.

Archbishop Sarah today the term “mission”, is used to refer to quite different concepts. Can tell us about the mission territories entrusted to Congregation for the Evangelisation of Peoples and why?

Since it was established by the Pope in the 17th century the Sacred Congregatio de Propaganda Fide as it was called then, has been a unifying centre for the promotion, coordination and direction of the Church’s missionary activity. Today as in the past it is urgent and necessary to proclaim to the world that God, out of Love for mankind, sacrificed His only Son, Jesus Christ, who shed his blood on the cross as a ransom for humanity. Jesus calls us today to devote ourselves entirely to leading souls to Him. 


However to lead souls to Jesus and salvation, missionaries must not use violence or cunning, instead they must work with the “gentle and loving ways proper to the Holy Spirit for the conversion of non believers, preaching, teaching, discussing, admonishing, exhorting and praying, leading them gently with oration, fasting and almsgiving, and finally with discipline and tears spent for them, to the light of the truth, the way to salvation and the administration of the Most Holy Sacraments” (Circular Letter Sacra Congregation to Apostolic Nuncios in MR,III/2, pag. 656-659).       


One principal criteria for the responsibilities of Propaganda Fide is geographical-territorial: its competence extends to almost all Africa and Asia, and Oceania except for Australia, and a few territories in northern Canada and Latin America. Certain regions of Europe formerly dependent on the CEP, Bosnia-Herzegovina, Montenegro, Albania, Macedonia and Gibraltar passed under common Church law at the beginning of the year. 


The Congregation for the Evangelisation of Peoples is responsible for a total number of 1,084 ecclesiastical circumscriptions, almost 40% of the universal Church’s presence in the world, distributed by continent as follows: 485 in Africa, 85 in America, 468 in Asia, 46 in Oceania. (info: 17 October 2006)


The duty of the Missionary Congregation is to coordinate ecclesial activity in every mission territory entrusted to its care, select bishops for appointment by the Pope, formation in seminaries, life and ministry of clergy and religious, the formation of active lay people, especially catechists who are the backbone of missionary activity… this comprises major economic consequences. The Congregation for the Evangelisation of Peoples has also the task of ensuring equal distribution of missionaries, formation of local clergy, entrust mission territories to the care of mission societies or institutes or some local Particular Church …  

Mission Sunday this year will also mark the conclusion of the 1st Asian Mission Congress  … 

World Mission Sunday 22 October will mark the conclusion of the First Asian Mission Congress taking place in Chang Mai, Thailand. This important event, planned and organised over a few years with the help of the Congregation for the Evangelisation of Peoples, is almost a first fulfilment of Pope John Paul II’s inspiration when he wrote in Redemptoris Missio that mission ad gentes in the third millennium should be directed  “mainly towards the continent of Asia” (cfr. RM 37b). 


Only 2.91% of the people in Asia are Catholic. Aware that they are “a little flock” encouraged by Jesus and reassured of His presence until the end of time they do not hesitate to engage in missionary activity. There are many opportunities and demands for announcing the Gospel in Asia and the little flock is not afraid to reach out to people. The main goals of the Asian Mission Congress are to share the joy of faith in Christ, increase awareness among Catholics in Asia with regard to Vatican II’s Ad Gentes decree, foster new courageous evangelisation. A task and a promising challenge in the third millennium.

Is Asia the first continent to hold its own Mission Congress?

No, the first continent to organise a Continental Mission Congress was Latin America and these events were called (COMLA). Since the Church in north America joined the initiative has been called the American Mission Congress. CAM 3 will be held in 2008 in Ecuador. These fruitful events inspired the Church in Asia to hold its own congress this year. Work is underway to prepare for an African Mission Congress in 2007.

Are these initiatives a sign that ‘only missionary sending Churches’ or ‘only missionary receiving Churches’ are a thing of the past? 
These initiatives are great signs of the working of God’s grace, the first fruits of increased awareness with regard to mission Ad Gentes in all ecclesial communities, even the youngest ones. Forty years ago in its Ad Gentes decree on the Church’s missionary activity Vatican II, underlined that the Church is missionary by nature since its origin is the mission of the Son, the mission of the Holy Spirit, according to the plan of the Father. And this plan flows from the Father’s love (cfr. AG n.2).


This  “charity soul of mission”, is the subject of Pope Benedict XVI’s message for Mission Sunday 2006 . The Pope writes: “The love which God has for each single person constitutes, in fact, the very core of living and preaching the Gospel, and all who hear it in turn, become witnesses. The love of God which gives life to the world is the love which has been given us in Jesus, the Word of Salvation, perfect icon of the mercy of our heavenly Father. … The mandate to spread the message of love was entrusted to the Apostles by Jesus after his resurrection, and the Apostles, inwardly transformed on the day of Pentecost by the power of the Holy Spirit, began to bear witness to the Lord’s death and resurrection. From that time on the Church continues this same mission which constitutes for all believers an indispensable and permanent duty.”. All believers must be for mission, every baptised person is a missionary, a witness of the Love of the Father: the Magisterium of the Popes and the Church insisted on this in recent decades and today we are beginning to see the first fruits, although the path is still long. 

Can you give examples of the growth in mission awareness in territories once solely the object of “mission” ?

If we look at Statistics of the Catholic Church 2006, taken from the Church’s Central Statistics Office and elaborated by Fides, in the past year Catholics have increased in number on every continent except Europe. Priests have also increased consistently in number in Asia, Africa and America, but decreased markedly in Europe and slightly in Oceania. The number of Brothers has increased  everywhere except in Europe while women Religious have increased in number in Asia and in Africa, but their number has decreased in Europe, America and Oceania. The number of major seminarians, diocesan and religious, has increased in Asia and in Oceania while there are more minor seminarians in Africa, Asia and Oceania. Therefore positive signals of growth for the Church on every ‘missionary’ continent, whereas sad to say Europe is living a period of crisis and restriction. We are accustomed to see in response to this situation, clergy and religious from new continents, Latin Americans, Asians, Africans,  ministering on the ‘old’ continent in parishes, hospitals and all manner of different Catholic realities.

We also have missionaries from Latin America in Africa, in European and Asian territories once part of the USSR, or in Korea. From Africa, the Republic of Congo, missionaries have gone to Asia, there are African missionaries in Japan and Taiwan. From Korea Catholics look towards  Mongolia, and East Timor for a missionary commitment. Certainly today mission has no frontiers. Church groups and movements, religious institutes, parishes, associations are working to share the news of the Kingdom of God to the ends of the earth… If Pope John Paul II said that the mission entrusted by the Lord to his Church is still only at the beginning (cfr. RM 1), we can respond that his words have been heard and mission awareness and commitment is growing at every latitude.      

Mission horizons have extended it is true but today the Church faces new challenges. What are the main ones?


Before speaking of challenges and lines of action we must remember that the principal agent of mission is the Holy Spirit. He works in missionaries and those who listen to them, He gives counsel for decisions, and difficulties, points the way to reach the hearts of people. We must be attentive to the Holy Spirit, pray to Him and listen to Him, obey Him even when he inspires attitudes in contrast with our way of thinking and acting. “Today all Christians, the particular churches and the universal Church, are called to have the same courage that inspired the missionaries of the past, and the same readiness to listen to the voice of the Spirit.” (RM 30).


If we look at what the Congregation for the Evangelisation of Peoples considers difficulties,  in first place we find missionary animation and formation. Many new social and religious phenomena are attacking humanity, we see a profound transformation of the realities in which we live. Changes are rapid, it is difficult to keep up with events. Nevertheless man does not appear to benefit from all this progress, instead he appears in all his fragility, insecurity and dissatisfaction. Humanity of the third millennium has more than ever need of Jesus Christ, to know of the Father’s love and the power of His Spirit. Hence the need for constant in-depth mission animation so that every member of the People of God, every child, every elderly or sick person, is aware that the mission to know and love and proclaim Jesus Christ  is part of being Christian. As Pope Benedict XVI writes in his Message for Mission Sunday 2006, believers in Christ  must “capable of true love and be fountains of living water in the midst of a thirsting world.” 


Connected with animation is also the important question of formation. If the times in which we alive are complex, at times indecipherable, still more urgent is sold, profound formation, anchored in the Gospel and the Magisterium, nourished by prayer and the celebration of the Sacraments, deepened in front of the Eucharist, at the school of Mary, Mother of the Lord and Mother of the Church. Formation concerns every member of the Church. In particular for seminarians and those preparing for the priesthood. If we wish to safeguard the future of our local Churches, those in mission territories especially, we must insist on the concept of formation and the quality of formation. “Ours is a time of continual movement which often leads to restlessness, with the risk of "doing for the sake of doing". We must resist this temptation by trying "to be" before trying "to do".” (Novo Millennio Ineunte, 15). We will be able to tackle the great challenges only if we keep our eyes and heart on the person of Christ himself, “who is to be known, loved and imitated, so that in him we may live the life of the Trinity, and with him transform history until its fulfilment in the heavenly Jerusalem” (NMI 29). 
One special urgency of mission in our day is dialogue with other religions … 

Inter-religious dialogue is part of the Church’s mission to evangelise, keeping in mind the principle that salvation comes from Jesus Christ. Through dialogue “Through dialogue, the Church seeks to uncover the "seeds of the Word," a "ray of that truth which enlightens all men''; these are found in individuals and in the religious traditions of mankind. Dialogue is based on hope and love, and will bear fruit in the Spirit.” (RM 56). Inter-religious dialogue cannot be understood as a new form of religious syncretism which excludes conversion to Jesus Christ and the evangelising mission. The Church is involved in authentic dialogue, but it should be remembered that the task of inter-religious dialogue is to open the path for the announcement of Christ, Way-Truth and Life and therefore rather than replace it leads to announcement. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 21/10/2006) 

PONTIFICAL MISSION SOCIETIES

FOR MISSIONARY ANIMATION AND COOPERATION

Interview

Archbishop Henryk Hoser, SAC, President of the Pontifical Mission Societies
Vatican City  (Agenzia Fides) – “World Mission Day is an appropriate occasion for better understanding that witness of love, soul of the mission, concerns everyone” Pope Benedict XVI writes in his Message for World Mission Sunday 2006.  Missionaries are a front line supported by the prayers and material offerings of hosts of children, young people, adults and elderly people, indispensable for the Church’s missionary activity. “I take this opportunity to express my gratitude to the Congregation for the Evangelization of Peoples and to the Pontifical Missionary Societies – the message continues -  They coordinate with dedication the world-wide efforts of all who contribute to the work of those in the front line of missionary activities”. For almost two hundred years the Pontifical Mission Societies have prayed, worked and collected offerings to support the universal mission that Jesus entrusted to his Church. To know more about the significance and extent of this commitment Fides spoke with the President of the Pontifical Mission Societies Archbishop Henryk Hoser, SAC.

Archbishop, the Pontifical Mission Societies are known mainly for collecting funds on Mission Sunday the penultimate Sunday in October. Is that all they do?

Certainly World Mission Sunday, this year will be the 80th such Day, is the event of greatest commitment and visibility for the Pontifical Mission Societies, also outside the strictly ecclesial environment: general mobilisation is fostered by means of posters, leaflets, radio and TV programmes, numerous initiatives organised with love and creativity for this occasion by mission animators all over the world. To reach this result, behind efforts on the annual Day, there is a year of intense activity often involving considerable sacrifice, of spiritual animation, missionary formation, awareness raising on the situation in mission territories. Our National Directors of the Pontifical Mission Societies, 110 all over the world, and their staff are mainly the ones who shoulder responsibility for increasing awareness and forming Catholics to fulfil their duty to support to the best of their ability the men and women sent to proclaim the Gospel of Jesus Christ. This happens also in countries where Catholics are only a tiny minority and the young Churches were founded by missionaries only a few years ago: therefore Mission Sunday is truly a world, universal and Catholic event. 


As Pope Benedict XVI writes in his Message for Mission Sunday 2006, “to serve the Gospel can never be considered a solitary adventure, but a binding duty for every community. Along with all those who operate on the front line of evangelization - and here I remember with gratitude all missionaries - I also think of many others, children, young and old who by their prayers and cooperation in many ways contribute to the spreading of the Kingdom of God on earth. My wish is that this participation may always increase through the contribution of all”. 


By no means therefore is the activity of the Pontifical Mission Societies confined to the work of one Day or simply a few initiatives for the month of October, it is vast and varied: its limit is the whole world. Collecting funds for the missions is only one of its tasks, and not even the main one which is instead spiritual animation in view of spiritual cooperation, or prayer. As it is stated in the recently revised Statute, the missionary cooperation promoted by the Pontifical Mission Societies concerns the whole life of the Christian, both individual and collective. The essential basis for such missionary cooperation lies “in profound and intense work of animation and formation. This is indispensable so that all the faithful may have a lively awareness of their responsibility before the world, cultivate in themselves a truly Catholic spirit and direct their strengths towards the work of evangelisation” (Statute of the Pontifical Mission Societies 2005 , 21).     

What is the value of collecting offerings?


It is an act of brotherhood, of communion between rich Churches and poor Churches, to support our common missionary duty towards non Christians. This wave of assistance however is not one-way, rich donor countries and poor receiving countries: even in their poverty the poor countries give for the missions, and I might say even with greater generosity! Tiny amounts given in Africa or certain parts of Latin America may almost disappear compared to collections in Italy and Spain, but for Africans these amounts are enormous. And this happens at every latitude: even Churches which until recently could only receive assistance in funds and missionary personnel, are now fully involved, going without the superfluous and indeed even the necessary, in order to help to support younger Churches. Local Catholic Churches in Europe which in the past sent out so many missionaries today for a variety of reasons are experiencing a period of restriction. Today no small number of priests come to minister in Europe from countries of Africa, Latin America, Asia, and Asia where today Catholic seminaries are full, thanks to the work of missionaries. Others go on mission in parts of their own country or on other continents. This growing sense of missionary responsibility in poor Churches should encourage renewed generosity in older Churches.

In the past Mission Sunday was the only event in support of missionary activity, but today there are all manner of initiatives throughout the year  … 

Thanks to progress in communications today  there is greater awareness and attention with regard to millions of people living in territories where the Catholic Church has been present for centuries and which were known until recently only thanks to reports from missionaries. We see all kinds of initiatives, twinning, adoptions, exchange of visits, contact via the Internet…with Churches in mission territories. Perhaps not all are aware of the danger that Churches which establish this contact with other richer Churches may benefit from consistent and continual assistance, whereas others in difficulty have no help at all due to geographical position, logistic difficulties or other problems, or perhaps simply because less resourceful. This is why the Pontifical Mission Societies has a Universal Solidarity Fund, precisely to ensure equal distribution of subsidies and that help reaches those most in need. The Fund is like a river from which everyone may draw water to drink but into which a thousand rivers must pour.  

How are funds for mission collected and with what criteria are they distributed?

Funds collected on Mission Sunday, legacies left by benefactors, monies collected with various initiatives of missionary animation are sent by National Directors to the General Secretariats in Rome and deposited in the Universal Fund. Then, during the Annual General Assembly of the Pontifical Mission Societies, usually held in May, all the National Directors together, with the guidance of the President and General Secretaries of the four Pontifical Mission Societies, discuss requests sent in from Churches in need for assistance to build churches or chapels, or pastoral centres, to support the formation of seminarians, catechists, to promote initiatives for education of children. The AGM on the basis of the monies available and with criteria of equity and justice decides how subsidies are assigned. 

Do the Pontifical Mission Societies manage to meet all the requests which they receive?


Every year thousands of requests come in from all over the world and unfortunately the Universal Solidarity Fund is not large enough to allow us to meet them all. In fact in recent years people are giving less for the missions and more to initiatives for development. Many good Catholics think it is right to give consistently to support associations, agencies, groups working for development whereas those who support initiatives to promote spiritual growth are increasingly less. It is easy to find people willing to support a farm project, but not many are ready to give to build a church or a seminary, to print a catechism or a liturgical book in a local language.

Recently on 10 September while in Munich the Pope made a remark which could be easily applied to every so-called ‘developed’ country. The Pope said the Bishops he receives in the Vatican speak with gratitude of the generosity of German Catholics. However one African Bishop told the Pope: "If I present a social project in Germany I find doors open immediately but if my project is for evangelisation there is some reserve". And the Holy Father commented: “Clearly some people have the idea that social projects should be urgently undertaken, while anything dealing with God or even the Catholic faith is of limited and lesser urgency. Yet the experience of those Bishops is that evangelization itself should be foremost, that the God of Jesus Christ must be known, believed in and loved, and that hearts must be converted if progress is to be made on social issues”.

What is then the missionary’s principal task?

It is urgent to realise that our principal duty is to spread the Gospel of Jesus Christ because with the message of the Gospel deeply rooted in the mind and heart it will be possible to build a reconciled society, founded on principles of equality, justice and solidarity… Our greatest treasure is Jesus Christ and He is the treasure that we are called to share with those who have never encountered Him. Material wealth, technical structures, the most modern equipment in some non-evangelised situations rather than a gift can be an incentive to fight for power, to use violence, or ensconce oneself in a comfortable situation. If we carry Jesus Christ to people in his entirety, in his greatness, we will be preparing the soil for authentic development and human promotion which only in this way will have sound and lasting foundations. “To be missionaries, is to tend, like the Good Samaritan, to the needs of all, particularly those of the poor and the needy, because he who loves with the heart of Christ, searches not for his own interest but only for the glory of God and the good of his neighbour. In this lies the secret of the apostolic fruitfulness in missionary work which crosses frontiers and cultures, reaches all peoples and spreads to the utmost ends of the world” (Benedict XVI, Message for Mission Sunday 2006). (Agenzia Fides 21/10/2006)      

SUBSIDIES ASSIGNED BY 

THE PONTIFICAL MISSION SOCIETIES IN 2006
Pontifical Society of the Propagation of the Faith 

Every year the Pontifical Society for the Propagation of the Faith receives an average of between 6,000 and 7,000 requests from all over the missionary world for assistance. Most ask for help to support the upkeep and formation  of catechists, repair or building of churches, chapels, religious houses, activity of diocesan organisations, assistance for pastoral initiatives on the part of Religious Communities…   The General Annual Assembly in May 2006 examined the requests and decided on the granting of subsidies for a total US dollars 80,543,050 $, as follows:

	Continent
	ordinary Subsidies 
	Subsidies Catechists
	Mass media

(SIGIS)
	Special

Subsidies 
	TOTAL

	Africa
	16,874,000 $
	6,718,700 $
	885,600$
	21,234,700 $
	45,713,000 $

	America
	2,442,800
	800,200
	212,900
	2,069,700
	5,525,600

	Asia
	10,740,000
	3,730,000
	810,900
	9,106,500
	24,387,400

	Europe
	1,270,500
	51,000
	-
	922,700
	2,244,200

	Oceania
	1,458,000
	440,000
	311,800
	463,050
	2,672,850

	Total
	32,785,300$
	11,739,900$
	2,221,200$
	33,796,650$
	80,543,050$


Pontifical Society St Peter Apostle 

After examining the requests received the Annual General Assembly of the Pontifical Mission Societies  granted subsidies for the following amount US dollars 28.429.820 $ as follows:

Subsidies assigned by the Society
minor seminaries:

ordinary subsides
6,476,070 $

propaedeutic seminaries:
ordinary subsides
1,643,750 $

major
seminaries

ordinary subsides
14,432,000 $

minor seminaries:

special subsides
1,425,900 $

prop,/major seminaries
special subsides
1,730,800 $

Religous Orders:

special subsides
20,000 $

Various


special subsides
38,200 $


novitiates for men




953,250 $

novitiates for women



1,709,850 $


St Peter Apostle Society supported a total number of  938 seminaries, dependent and non dependent on the Congregation for the Evangelisation of Peoples: 510 minor seminaries, 110 propedaeutic seminaries, 318 major seminaries.


Last year the number of seminarians supported by the Society was 81,200, distributed as follows: 50,168 minor seminarians, 3,835 propedaeutic seminarians, 27,197 major seminarians. 

Major seminaries registered  9,962 new admissions. With regard to priestly ordinations in mission territories in 2005, although information is not complete, we have a figure of 2,282 as follows: Africa 1,126, America 286, Asia 827, Europe 19, Oceania 24.


 Student priests from mission territories in Rome for studies reside at San Pietro Apostolo and San Paolo Apostolo collages belonging to the Congregation for the Evangelisation of Peoples  and  funded by the Pontifical Society St Peter Apostle. In the academic year 2004/2005 there were 336 students priests from 61 countries: 179 from Africa, 14 from America, 138 from Asia, 4 from Oceania, 1 from Europe. 

The Foyer Paolo VI in the academic year 2004/2005 hosted 76 sisters of 53 different congregations, from 23 different countries in Rome to study at the Pontifical Urban  University Urban: 21 from Africa, 12 from America, 43 from Asia. 

Pontifical Holy Childhood Society
After examining the requests received the Annual General Assembly of the Pontifical Mission Societies  granted subsidies for the following amount US dollars 15,402.390 
	continent
	ordinary and special subsidies granted 


	Africa
	8,167,840 $

	America
	799,300

	Asia
	5,934,900

	Europe
	188,700

	Oceania
	311,650

	Total
	15,402,390 $


(S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 21/10/2006)

HISTORY, CHARISMA AND GOALS OF THE FOUR

PONTIFICAL MISSION SOCIETIES 

Vatican City (Fides Service) - The Pontifical Mission Societies, directed by a Supreme Committed presided by the Cardinal Prefect of the Congregation for the Evangelisation of Peoples, promote awareness of the missionary nature of the Church and the duty of all Christians to take part in her missionary activity with prayers, sacrifices and material support.

World Mission Sunday, the main event of 12 months of missionary animation and cooperation, has become a tradition and is celebrated at all levels. It was launched at the request of the first of the PMS to be founded, the Pontifical Society for the Propagation of the Faith. Although today the PMS are four and they were instituted at different times, they have one fundamental purpose: to promote a spirit of universal mission among the people of God. Here is more detailed information of the four societies.

PONTIFCAL SOCIETY FOR THE PROPAGATION OF THE FAITH

Having had just emerged from the persecution of the French Revolution, the Church in France was still suffering under the encroaching oppression of State power and was divided because of the ambiguous doctrines of the Gallican heresy. During the reign of Napoleon (1804-1815), the glorious Missions Étrangères of Paris (MEP) could only send two missionaries to the Far East. It was in those circumstances that the gift of the Spirit descended upon a young woman from Lyons, Pauline Marie Jaricot, born of a wealthy family on 22 July 1799. Pauline has a happy childhood, with all the comforts of a family that had become rich at the beginning of the industrial revolution.

As a teenager she has plenty of money and is proud of her beauty, her jewels and her expensive clothes that make her the toast of society gatherings. At the age of 17 Pauline hears a sermon of her parish priest that makes a deep impression on her and she sees the transience of her existence and the vanity of her aspirations: a disappointing and infinite vanity that she abandons forever! On Christmas night 1816 Pauline makes a vow of chastity and discovers her raison d’être in devotion to the Blessed Sacrament and in reparation for the offences committed against the Sacred Heart of Jesus, also insulted by the excesses of the recent Revolution. A group of young girls working in her father’s factory gather around her and form a Spiritual Association called simply «Those who make

reparation». In 1818, along the lines suggested by a MEP booklet, this group also assumes the dimension of prayer and missionary animation, with an optional offering of one centime a week «to cooperate in the spread of the Gospel». For Pauline this represents the orientation of her entire existence towards Mission. Encouraged also by the example of her brother Philéas, who has decided to become a missionary, she combines spiritual outreach perfectly with concrete actions. In her mind she outlines the simplest and most effective way of helping and praying for missionaries: those who pray together for the Missions, also help them together. So she starts a group activity with ten people, each of whom undertake to find another ten people who will pray for the missions and give one centime a week for this purpose. The idea inflames hearts and the project spreads rapidly: on 20 October 1820 there are already more than 500 members enrolled in what would later be called the Association for the Propagation of the Faith, whose official foundation is on 3 May 1822. In 1826 the Association spreads to Europe, it begins its Annals which publish letters from missionaries and it maintains a close relationship with the Congregation de Propaganda Fide. To confirm its missionary spirit and its service to the universal Church, on 3 May 1922 with the Motu Proprio Romanorum Pontificum Pius XI declares the Society for the Propagation of the Faith «Pontifical» (PSPF).

The Pontifical Society for the Propagation of the Faith has as its aims:

1. To maintain in the Church the Spirit of Pentecost, which opened the apostles to the far ends of the earth and made them «missionaries» (envoys): it is the «catholic» or universal spirit that belongs to the very nature of the Church. 2. To live the universal mission of redemption in union with Christ in his Church as the foundation of a common apostolic responsibility: «As the Father has sent me, even so I send you» (Jn 20:21). 3. To participate in the proclamation of the Gospel with the example of one’s own life and with the contribution of one’s own professional and productive human potentialities, also presented in monetary offerings. Recognised by the Church for its service to Mission, the PSPF has not only the title «Pontifical», but also «Episcopal». It is part of the Universal Church that co-ordinates missionary activity throughout the world, but it is also part of the Local Church that has the right and duty to «make disciples of all nations» (Mt 28:19). In fact for all the Pontifical Missionary Societies it is profoundly true that: «although they are the Pope’s Works, they are also the Works of the all the Bishops and of the whole People of God» (Paul VI, Message WMS 1968).

Spiritual support

1. Personal or group Lectio Divina to recognise, admire and promote God’s merciful Plan for the Salvation of Humanity. In meditation and with prayer, giving thanks because «God [...] so loved the world that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him should not perish but have eternal life» (Jn 3:16). 2. Frequent Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament, in order to re-live with Christ his apostolic anxiety, his missionary labours and his moments of passion: «If any man would come after me, let him deny himself and take up his cross and follow me» (Mt 16:24). 3. The Missionary Rosary which, in the prayer to the Mother of Jesus and our Mother, reminds us in the colours of its beads of the different continents and the spiritual and material necessities of their peoples.

Material support

1. A Contribution to the «Universal Fund of Solidarity» for the evangelization of the world, with a monthly offering and particularly with an offering on World Mission Sunday (WMS) 2. Participation in the spread of the Church in the world through the financing of religious, social and educational works of Churches in Mission Lands. Particularly important is the support offered for the formation of Catechists and lay Leaders of new Mission Communities. 3. Solidarity with the poor and abandoned of every race and nation in order to combat, with them, hunger, the scourge of AIDS, violence... and support them in their deplorable living conditions. «Truly I say to you, as you did it to one of the least of these my brethren, you did it to me»(Mt 25:40) 4. Promote universal brotherhood, showing concern for the oppressed, refugees, emigrants and participating in ecclesial and civic activities that promote justice and peace in the world, with a just and solidary development.

THE PONTIFICAL SOCIETY OF HOLY CHILDHOOD

The figure of the child has always had an irresistible and undeniable influence on everyone’s heart: his/her simplicity, beauty and sparkling vitality seems a refection of God’s life. Also Jesus Christ, who with his birth in the stable at Bethlehem and his infancy in Egypt and Nazareth knew that state of loving bliss, was particularly fond of children. «Let the children come to me, and do not hinder them; for to such belongs the kingdom of God» (Lk 18:16). The focal point of this Society is the particular role that «children» have in the proclamation of the Kingdom. In fact they are particularly suited to accepting it and living the riches of its beauty, joy and love. Then in the Christian language «smallness» is a fascinating spiritual category that reflects God’s holiness. Devotion to the Child Jesus is perceived as man’s obedient abandonment to the Father’s will and it is classified in states of life as «spiritual childhood». The great missionary movement, which was born in France in the 19th century, could not but involve the essential needs of the most fragile and weakest part of humanity:

Letters from Missionaries, especially from Sisters, spoke of children suppressed at birth because they were not wanted on account of their sex (girls), their physical or psychic defects (handicapped) or simply because it was impossible to feed them in the great general poverty. The urgent and generous help of everyone was needed to save these creatures destined for death! The help comes from a great bishop, Charles August Marie de Forbin-Janson, born on 3 November 1785. Entering the seminary of St Sulpice at an early age his desire and hope was for a missionary life. But this is not to be because Providence decrees that he become a seminary rector and vicar general in Chambéry. He realises his missionary dream by becoming a preacher for priests and offering the people «missions». Travels and knowledge of peoples, normally associated with missionaries, also become his direct experience when in 1817 he makes a long journey to preach in the Middle East, visiting Egypt, Palestine, Syria and Turkey. Consecrated Bishop of Nancy in 1824, with his missionary zeal he clashes with the anticlerical authorities of the time and in 1833 is obliged to follow the same road as many missionaries, the road of exile. He explains his great desire to be a missionary in China to Gregory XVI. But his dream comes to nothing, so he accepts the invitation to go to preach in the United States and Canada. He spends his last years in Germany and dies at Marseilles on 3 November 1844. The strong missionary tension of this great Bishop found its

outlet in devotion to the Child Jesus, which he never ceased to spread. Mindful of the atrocities that were being perpetrated against children, particularly in the heathen world of the age, Mgr. de Forbin-Janson gave a missionary approach to this devotion. In fact the name itself «Holy Childhood» expresses his desire to place the Association under the protection of the Child Jesus. For quite a long time many individuals and groups had drawn their inspiration from this spirit, but the date that officially marks the beginning of the Society of the Holy Childhood is 19

May 1843. Mgr. De Forbin-Janson’s intuition was to create a movement of Christian children to help pagan children to find the Lord and save them from death. Its purpose was to save them above all through baptism and to educate them in a Christian manner: all this was to be the fruit of an apostolic and solidary charity, namely, of a genuinely missionary spirit and not only a social action. The Society found favour with individuals and institutions with greater involvement in children’s education. Thus it developed rapidly in Europe and North America and in its establishment it enjoyed the full support of the Church and the favour of Pope Leo XIII, who promoted it with the Encyclical Sancta Dei Civitas (3 December 1880). On 3 May 1922 Pius XI conferred upon it the title «Pontifical» (PSHC).

Goals: The Pontifical Society for Holy Childhood addresses itself to children and adolescents in order to awaken their missionary awareness and to support, with a qualified and explicit pedagogy, their openness to charity and Christian solidarity. «I bless you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, for hiding these things from the learned and the clever and revealing them to little children» (Lk 10:21). 2. Knowing and experiencing in «Jesus’ school» evidence of a joyful life with Jesus their Brother, they pray for all children throughout the world and try to help them to know and love him. «Let the children come to me, do not hinder them [...] Truly, I say to you, whoever does not receive the kingdom of God like a child shall not enter it» (Mk 10:14-15). – Children love children -. 3. Through a pedagogical-catechetical programme, parishes, schools and families are involved in the formation of their children who work as active subjects of their education. They are gradually led to open their minds to the world’s dimensions and to open their hearts to giving what they have in excess for needy children. – Children help children -. 4. The PSHC proposes that, for love of Jesus and in order to imitate him, children should make the ideal of their life the call to Mission that saves children by making them children of God in order to become complete persons. – Children become missionaries and make other children missionaries -.
Spiritual support

1. Special devotion to the Child Jesus, the brother of all children in the world. 2. More frequent reception of the Blessed Sacrament so that they may be in sincere communion with Jesus and with all children throughout the world. 3. A Hail Mary a day to the Mother of Jesus for all children

who suffer and are in need of help. 4. Enrolment as a member of Missionary Childhood in order to bring the Gospel to others. 5. Preparation with prayer and song to announce the Birth of the Child Jesus as «Choristers of the Star». 6. Celebration of the World Day of Missionary Childhood: (6 January).

Material support

1. A specific programme for the preparation of leaders and animators of the PSHC and the sensitisation of Bishops of the 110 nations where the Society is present. 2. The offering of a penny a week or their own savings for poor children in the world. 3. Participation at activities in aid of children to allow them to be born and to prevent them from being exploited for economic or sexual purposes and so that people will be fully open to accepting emigrant or refugee children. 4. The collection and distribution of funds allocated for educational and social projects to Missionary Childhood

throughout the world. 5. Participation at traditional manifestations, as «Choristers of the Star» or planned by various Groups, to collect funds to be allocated for the living expenses and education of poor children.

THE PONTIFICAL SOCIETY OF ST PETER APOSTLE

The charismatic and significantly lay nature of the PMS is clearly seen in the foundation of the Society of St Peter Apostle. In fact this Society was born in France on the suggestion of the Vicar Apostolic of Nagasaki, Mgr. Cousin of the Paris Missions Étrangères (MEP), who was convinced of the necessity of a local Clergy, that is, of priests who at that time were known as «indigenous Priests». Therefore this Society is particularly concerned with one of the most urgent necessities for the progress of evangelization: the education and formation of local Clergy through the construction and maintenance of seminaries in Mission lands. To accomplish his plan to have a seminary in Japan for the spiritual and theological formation of Japanese priests, Mgr. Cousin turns to a young lay woman Jeanne Bigard. Born in Normandy of a well-to-do family on 8 December 1859, Jeanne acquires from her mother Stephanie a profound interest in spiritual life and as a result develops a strong feeling for the needs of Gospel workers and particularly for missionary priests. Despite her shyness and delicate health, she would become deeply involved in this ideal which became the purpose of her whole life. For this reason she would visit all the dioceses of France and travel abroad as far as Rome. After giving a large financial contribution to build the church of St Francis Xavier in Kyoto, on her father’s death Jeanne sells everything and goes with her mother to live in two shabby rooms so that they can give everything they have to the Missions. She keeps up a regular correspondence with missionaries and answers Mgr. Cousin’s request promptly, devoting all her energies to collecting the funds necessary for his Japanese seminary. Jeanne used to say she was «pigheaded» on account of her tenacity in doing things, but soon her projects become so numerous and some last so long that she understands that without an organisation she cannot perform her task of supporting the Missions. So between 1889 and 1896 she founds an Association that will later become the Society of St Peter Apostle. In 1894 Jeanne Bigard publishes her first Manifesto addressed to all Christians in order to draw their attention to the importance of this work for the growth of the Catholic Missions. The Association’s first Council of Administration meets and the first propaganda leaflet is published in 1896. The official date of the Foundation of the Society of St

Peter Apostle is 1889 in Caen, France. In 1901 the central office is moved to Paris and later to Fribourg in Switzerland to facilitate its civil recognition and to have a more autonomous administration of its funds. In 1920 its main office is moved to Rome. With the Encyclical Letter Ad extremas Orientis Leo XIII recommends the Work to all Christians and on 3 May 1922 Pius XI declares the Society of St Peter Apostle «Pontifical» together with the previous two Societies. After the death of her mother Stephanie, on 5 January 1903, Jeanne falls into a state of deep depression which will transform her life into a painful Calvary. Aware of her situation, she entrusts the Society to the Franciscan Missionaries of Mary in Fribourg. After being admitted several times to various hospitals and a deterioration of her state of mental health, Jeanne is taken to the sisters of St Joseph in Alençon where she dies on 18 April 1934. Jeanne Bigard will bequeath to the Church a keen

awareness of the worldwide dimension of the missionary task, a clear consciousness of the importance of the local Clergy with a prophetic vision for her times, a greater sensitivity among the laity for the spiritual and human mobilisation of the older Churches, with a view to solidarity with the young Churches: seeds of a missionary springtime that would blossom in all members of the

Church in Mission. The significance of her Work can be found in the words of St Paul: «How can they believe in him if they have never heard of him? And how will they hear of him unless there is a preacher for them?» (Rom 10:14-15). The increase of indigenous Clergy finds its justification and necessity in Jesus’ words: «As the Father sent me, so am I sending you» (Jn 20:21). In fact, as

well as being based on the need for Gospel workers, the proclamation of the Gospel must also be based on the culture, religion, life and social organisation of every people. All this is best known and used by the sons and daughters of this people, the native Clergy in their local Churches. 1. Insistent recommendation on the Formation and Education of local Priests and Religious. 2. Contribution with prayer and economic aid to the growth of the local Clergy and of local Religious Communities. 3. Particular concern for the missionary formation of young people, with a view to increasing the number of vocations to priestly and religious life particularly in the Missions. 4. Greater involvement of the Catholic Laity, not only with the contribution of aid, but also through their personal commitment of missionary activity.

Spiritual support 

1. Pray unceasingly for missionary priestly vocations in accordance with Jesus’ command: «Ask the Lord of the harvest to send out labourers to his harvest» (Mt 9:38).

2. Establish a spiritual chain of friendship, interest and sharing in apostolic life through letters, visits and contacts of various kinds between Churches’ various education and formation centres. 3. Welcome members of other Dioceses and religious Congregations with Christian fellowship and joy into one’s own Institutions in order to offer them a spiritual environment where they can emulate one another in holiness in God’s service.

Material support

1. Make a financial contribution to the expansion of Seminaries and Houses of religious formation in Mission Churches. 2. Celebrate Vocation Sunday (generally celebrated on the 4th Sunday of Easter, Good Shepherd Sunday) with prayer, spiritual activities and a special offering for Seminaries. 3. Provide «Scholarships» for individual seminarians’ material and educational needs in Mission seminaries. 4. Adopt candidates to the priesthood, both with personal and group contributions, in order to accompany them towards the goal of Priesthood. 5. On a level of ecclesial organisations undertake to build or maintain new seminaries in Mission territories.

THE PONTIFICAL MISSIONARY UNION

Unlike the other Societies, the Missionary Union of the Clergy has as its immediate and specific purpose the promotion of missionary work and the spread of the missions, not through aid, but through the direct commitment of those who, like the Apostles, have received the command: «Go, therefore, make disciples of all nations; baptise them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit...» (Mt 28:19). The Union was founded by Blessed Father Paolo Manna and recognised by Pope Benedict XV on 31 October 1916. In his Apostolic Letter Graves et Increscentes, on the 50th anniversary of the Foundation of the PMU, Pope Paul VI declares that «just as Christ should be called the First Missionary, so all priests, in virtue of the Sacred Order they have received, should be considered as missionaries». A statement that affirms an indisputable doctrine and an ever more imperative duty, also through the numerous ecclesial documents that declare this: (Evangelii Nuntiandi 68; Postquam Apostoli 5; Redemptoris Missio 67). In the same Letter Paul VI defined the Pontifical Missionary Union (PMU) as «the soul of the other Mission Aid Societies». Paolo Manna was born in Avellino (Italy) on 16 January 1872 and, after becoming a missionary of the Pontifical Foreign Mission Institute (PIME), he is sent to Burma. In 12 years of missionary activity he would return to Italy three times on serious medical grounds, the last time, to his great sorrow, to remain there. Thus he discovers God’s will for him: to make him, through his writings and publications, a missionary animator of the whole Church: the missionary of the Mission. The aim of his work is not only to announce the progress of faith in the world and to help missionaries with prayers and offerings, but above all to make known the duty to enlarge the Church with more missionaries and with the indigenous clergy, so that she will be able to carry out her work to the full. As director of the magazine Le Missioni Cattoliche and particularly with his first work Missionari autem pauci (The Missionaries are Few), he arouses an irresistible surge of enthusiasm for the Mission and a large number of missionary vocations: thus he begins his great task of animating all the clergy for the missions. His dream of founding a Missionary Union of the Clergy is realised with the approval of Pope Benedict XV, urgently entreated by Blessed Guido Maria Conforti, Bishop of Parma and founder of the Xaverian Missionary Fathers. The Union’s First International Congress (3 January 1922) declares the necessity of missiology teaching in seminaries, a science that was still unknown in Catholic formation institutes. In order to encourage many vocations for the missions, in his increasingly numerous writings Fr. Manna insists on the irreplaceable role of priests in the proclamation of the Gospel and in the formation of the missionary awareness of the People of God. The Union spreads rapidly after the Pope recommends its presence in every diocese in his Encyclical Maximum Illud (1919). With a great activity of preaching and publications, Fr. Manna inflames ecclesiastics and laity alike with the missionary ideal, while he challenges young people to realise this ideal. For him there is no such thing as a missionary vocation distinct from the priestly or Christian vocation: his motto is: «All Missionaries!». For Fr. Manna all the baptised, but above all «every priest is by his very nature and by definition missionary». He complains that for a great part of the clergy «a great elementary truth» has been obscured, «namely, that the primary function of Church is the evangelization of the world - the whole world». This universal missionary spirit must be integrated into the spirit of unity with those whom he first calls our «Separated Brethren», «an essential condition for the total triumph of the Gospel in the world». With his studies and dynamic affirmations Blessed Fr. Manna prophetically precedes the declarations of the Second Vatican Council, particularly Ad Gentes 2, 39, Lumen Gentium 28, Optatam Totius 20 and Presbyterorum Ordinis 10. Together with Priests also Religious men and women, as well as Consecrated Laity are natural mission workers. In 1949, with the decree Huic Sacro, the Congregation de Propaganda Fide offers these too membership in the Union. With the decree of 28 October 1956 Pius XII confers the title «Pontifical» on the Union, and it is therefore renamed the «Pontifical Missionary Union of the Clergy, Religious and Consecrated Laity». More simply it is known as the «Pontifical Missionary Union» (PMU) Fr. Manna also served his Institute from 1924 to 1934 as Superior General. The fruit of this commitment are his Observations on the Modern Method of Evangelization in which he proposes a special and different formation for a greater number of indigenous seminarians and the constitution of local Churches entrusted to the local clergy. In his later years, as in a dream, he outlines his great, prophetic and far-reaching missionary plan: Our «Churches» and the Propagation of the Gospel. On the eve of the Second Vatican Council, he invites the older Churches to establish missionary seminaries so that they may participate directly in the evangelization of the world and give help to young mission Churches. Father Paolo Manna dies on 15 September 1952 and is declared Blessed by John Paul II on 4 November 2001.

The PMU strives:

1. To promote missionary consciousness among seminarians, priests and religious. 2. To animate all animators of the People of God for the Mission (RM 84) by spreading and promoting the other PMS. 3. To foster Christian unity so that «they may be so perfected in unity that the world will recognise that it was you who sent me...» (Jn 17:23). 4. To put all the Church «in a state of mission».

Spiritual support

1. Meditate on Sacred Scripture in order to understand God’s universal plan of salvation and the missionary nature of his Church. 2. Read and study the documents of the Second Vatican Council and the Popes’ missionary Encyclicals. 3. See one’s own history and the history of one’s Church in a worldwide perspective, in order to think and act on a worldwide level. 4. Ask the «Lord of the harvest to send out labourers to his harvest» (Mt 9:37-38). 5. Celebrate the Missionary feasts: Lent of prayer and solidarity; missionary October with WMS; St Francis Xavier, Priests’ and Brothers’ Mission Day; St Teresa of the Child Jesus, Sisters’ Mission Day; World Day of the Sick, Week of

Prayer for Christian Unity.

Material support

1. Subscribe to national missionary publications and obtain books of Missiology or books that deal with the world’s problems for a profound knowledge of Mission and the reality of Religions and Peoples, necessary in a globalised world. 2. Make an annual contribution to the PMU for its animation activities. 3. Collaborate with the National Director of the PMS, his Secretary for the PMU and the Diocesan Director, in the organisation and activity of missionary animation through

the PMU. 4. Publicise the official publications of the PMU International Office: Omnis Terra (in Italian, English, French, Spanish and Portuguese) and the Course: Studies for Mission (in Italian, English, French and Spanish).

FOUNDERS AND FOUNDRESSES

In 1818 a young French lay woman Pauline Marie Jaricot begins the Association for the Propagation of the Faith, officially recognised on 3 May 1822. Pauline is «the foundress of the largest aid agency for the missions in the entire history of the Catholic Church: the Association for the Propagation of the Faith», which later became the Society for the Propagation of the Faith and was conferred the title «Pontifical» by Pius XI in 1922.

To give a missionary approach to devotion to the Child Jesus the Bishop of Nancy, Mgr. Charles

Auguste Marie de Forbin-Janson, develops a movement of Christian children to help pagan children and bring them salvation. Thus on 19 May 1843 is born the Society of the Holy Childhood, which Pius XI will declare a «Pontifical Work» in1922.

Miss Jeanne Bigard, with the encouragement and under the guidance of her mother Stephanie, makes preparation for the priestly ministry of young men in mission lands the purpose of her life.

In 1894 she launches the first manifesto of the Society of St Peter Apostle, which begins its activity in 1886, is officially established in Caen in 1889 and recognised as «Pontifical» by Pius XI in 1922.

Fr. Paolo Manna, a missionary in Burma, observing the vast extent of missionary work, is saddened by the Clergy’s indifference and is worried about the small number of missionaries. He therefore founds the Missionary Union of the Clergy to animate priests for the Opera Maxima – the evangelization of the world - and to promote knowledge of the Missions and encourage prayer

for them. On 23 October 1916 Benedict XV approves the Union, which after a rapid and fruitful spread in the world, in 1956 is declared «Pontifical» by Pius XII.

FEASTS AND CELEBRATIONS of the Pontifical Missionary Societies (PMS)

Feast-days of the Mission Patrons 

3 December: St Francis Xavier (Priests’ and Brothers’ Mission Day). 

1º October: St Teresa of the Child Jesus (Sisters’ Mission Day). 

Mission Celebrations 

Second-last Sunday in October: World Mission Sunday (WMS) 

11 February: World Day of Suffering (of the Sick)

6 January: World Day of Missionary Childhood 

4th Sunday of Easter: Feast of the Epiphany Good Shepherd Sunday 

(S.L. Fides Service 21/10/2006)

WORLD CONTINENT PANORAMA
AFRICA

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) - In the past twelve months many initiatives of solidarity have been launched by prominent world figures to help countries on the continent of Africa reduce the international debts and fight poverty. Praiseworthy initiatives, but which should perhaps have the courage to stress the importance of mobilising Africa's resources, its human resources in the first place. What is being done for example in the field of education or the fight against corruption and to promote a correct use of Africa's riches? An attitude of paternalism must give way to better understanding of African dynamics in order to make a valid contribution to social and civil progress on that continent. 


The Catholic Church has always given first place to the promoting the wellbeing of the human person. In Africa this concern is visible in Church run hospitals, clinics, schools and universities. Because the greatest heritage of Africa are the people. 

In this sense Catholic commitment in Africa is inspiring. The local Catholic Churches in the different countries of Africa are on the way to becoming mature and self supporting. The road is long but they are on the right path. The remaining 'white' missionaries who today still provide very necessary assistance in many situations, in the near future will hand over to Africa's own missionaries now serving at home and abroad also in Europe and North America. After all the legacy of the missionary is the faith and the spirit of mission which now animates numerous African priests, religious and lay people. The past year has been for many dioceses and parishes an important anniversary, marking 50, 75 or even 100 years of foundation. Events lived in communion of faith with those who first planted the Church in these mission lands.


As active citizens of their respective nations Africa's Catholics have been very present and  participating in civil events such as elections, and also to help with relief aid in times of national tragedies and calamities. 

The situation of the Church

Looking at the future remembering the past

Among the celebrations to mark the centenary of the arrival of the first missionaries we mention those in the town of Serabu in Sierra Leone. Serabu is in the central southern diocese of Freetown.

Serabu is in a very Catholic area and was the birth place of many prominent citizens including the present Archbishop of Freetown and Bo, Archbishop Joseph Henry Ganda, born into a Catholic family. His father was an important member of the local Catholic community. Another of the towns' important sons is vice president Solomon Ekuma Dominic Berewa who went to the local Catholic in Serabu.

The first missionaries to evangelise the area of Serabu were Holy Ghost Fathers, Congregation of the Holy Spirit also known as Spiritans, from Ireland who arrived in 1905. 

As always here too the local Church built schools and centres of assistance. In 1947 the Sisters of Cluny, who ran a school next to their convent, opened a small clinic which four years later in 1951 had expanded to become hospital. The hospital was taken over by Holy Rosary Sisters, again from Ireland, and a Nurses School was added to train local nurses. 

The seeds sown by missionaries in these 100 years are bearing fruit in Serabu whree vocations are plentiful. Besides Archbishop Joseph Henry Ganda, Serabu can also boast of 4 locally born priests and  8 Sisters. “Today the members of the Spiritan Community in Serabu are all Africans either locally born or from Nigeria or Ghana, a good example of co-operation among sister Churches on the same continent and a motive for hope for the future” local Church sources told Fides.

In Niger a mainly Muslim country it was the entire local Church which celebrated its 75th anniversary. The faith was carried here by Catholic immigrants from neighbouring Benin, Burkina Faso, Nigeria and Togo who gradually started their own families and then a community. Although Christianity is still seen by many to be a foreign religion, over the year the Catholic community has built good relations with the civil authorities and plays an active part in helping to promote the wellbeing and respect for dignity of the individual human person. One indispensable service in recent years has been offered by Catholic feeding centres in this country regularly affected by serious food shortages.


Anniversaries have been celebrated in the last year also by individual dioceses, for example Koudougou diocese in Burkina Faso founded in 1955 by the White Fathers, or Missionaries of Africa. The celebrations included two main events towards the end of 2005 the closing Mass on 29 October of the Year of the Eucharist 2004-2005 (celebrated by the universal Church all over the world) and a special 50th anniversary on Sunday 30 October presided by Bishop Tapsoba. 


Religious orders also marked anniversaries. In June 2006 the Clerics of St Viator marked their 50th year of mission service in Cote d'Ivoire.


The Clerics of St Viator, whose charisma is teaching the Christian faith and service at the altar, first came to Cote d'Ivoire in 1955-56, at the invitation of the first bishop of Bouaké Bishop André Duirat. He asked for a few Brothers to train local teachers for Catholic schools in the area. At the time Cote d'Ivoire  was still administered by France and there were no teachers training institutes. When the country became independent in 1960 the state authorities asked the Brothers to make the teachers training school into a Catholic secondary school.


Today in Cote d'Ivoire the community of Clerics of St Viator consists of 27 Brothers and 27 associates. Among the Brothers 19 are Ivorians or from neighbouring African countries, 8 are from Europe. The Congregation runs various schools including St Viator College in Abidjan, opened in 2000 thanks to the support of Cardinal Berard Agré, Archbishop of Abidjan, and funds from autonomous regions of Spain. During tragic events in the civil war in 2002 the Clerics of St Viator offered important humanitarian assistance supplying food, clothing and basic necessities.


One of the many Congregations of women religious celebrating anniversaries was the Community of Franciscan Missionaries of Mary at St Anne's parish in Stanley, in the Indian Ocean island of Mauritius marking 30 years of mission. These Sisters arrived here in 1963 and they live Franciscan spirituality spreading Christian hope and joy while doing good. The Sisters took over the parish of St Anne on St Francis day, 4 October, in 1975. The first two sisters were Malagasy Sr Julie Razanamiandria, and French born Marie-Claire Steck, later joined by locally born Sr Marie-Thérèse  Minien and Sr Lily Thomas from India. At the request of the parish priest the nuns opened Bambino School for the many children in the parish. The first school building was a hut but soon a more stable brick building was erected. Later the school hosted a teachers training course for local men and women funded by the World Organisation for Pre-School Education.


The important part played by Catholic women religious in Cameroon was underlined by the national Director of the Pontifical Mission Societies Fr Boniface Bouobda: “The history of the Church in Cameroon is a precise testimony on the work of Catholic Sisters since 1892 down to our day”.

“German Pallottine Sisters worked in parishes in Douala, Dschang, Einsielden, Engelbert, Kribi and Marienberg. They were followed by German Sisters of Providence from Münster. The main occupations of the sisters were teaching, preparing couples for Christian marriagem and caring for the sick and for new mothers and infants.

In 1915 and 1916, 4 Immaculate Conception Sisters of Castres took over the hospital in Douala. They were replaced by Missionary Sisters of the Holy Spirit. At the request of the church authorities in the late 1920s Holy Spirit Sister Bernadette Clément, trained the first 5 Cameroonian sisters including Anna and Marie of the Congregation of the Daughters of Mary in Yaoundé.

Two local orders were founded, in 1939 the Sister Servants of Maria of Douala, and in 1941 the Daughters of the Holy Family Famiglia at Nkongsamba (today Bafoussam).


With their discreet, silent service, organising the activities of church movements associations such as Catholic Action, teaching catechism, teaching in schools and caring for the sick, these Sisters promote communion and development. They are the presence of the Church to help the poor, the excluded, street children, the sick, unmarried mothers, widows etc. The help women to improve their situation, they sustain Christian families and offer valid assistance to priests, men religious and catechists.


The importance of their role in confirmed with the arrival or constitution of new diocesan congregations in one or other of the country's 23 Catholic dioceses.


“The national office of the Pontifical Mission Societies also relies on the cooperation of sisters for its office work. Women religious are a precious and irreplaceable resource for the Church in Cameroon” Rev Boniface concludes.

A special anniversary was that of the Sisters of St Augustine who celebrated their centenary in 2006. These Sisters have been present in Africa since 1960. In Burkina Faso,  they run a book shop and they also make and sell vestments. In Togo, 31 local Sisters all Africans in Lomé (the capital), Togoville and Kpalimé, they run book shops, an audio-visual centre, a vestment making centre and a diocesan library. In Cote d'Ivoire a Sister of St Augustine teaches at the Higher Institute for Communications in Abidjan.


The last general chapter in June 2005 considering the high number of African sisters, the congregation decided to make these communities more autonomous while keeping close ties with the general house in Switzerland.


The Congregation of the Sisters of St Augustine was founded in Switzerland on 10 September 1906 almost underground because at the time the Constitution did not allow the foundation of religious communities. 


The mother house is in Saint-Maurice and the congregation specialises in starting and running religious publishing houses and promoting Catholic press through the Opera of St Augustine (OSA). The Congregation's first publication was the Le Nouvelliste printed in Saint-Maurice until 1924. On 22 December 1926 the congregation founded the Il Giornale del Popolo Catholic daily in Ticino. A tradition and commitment for Catholic press which continues in Africa.

An important act of recognition of the importance of the role of Africa's Catholic laity was the opening in January  2006, of the diocesan stage of the process for the beatification of the first President of Tanzania, Mwalimu Julius Kambarage Nyerere. On 13 May 2005 the Congregation for the Causes of Saints in Rome allowed Nyerere to be given the title of Servant of God. 


Julius Nyerere became prime minister of what was then Tanganyka in 1961, when the country became independent and a member of the Commonwealth. In 1962, Nyerere was elected President of Tanganyka. In 1964 the country  and the islands of Zanzibar and Pemba united to form was is today the United Republic of Tanzania. Nyerere became President of the new country adopting a policy centred on national agricultural development, based on local forces and limited international assistance. In the 1970s he promoted the concept of family solidarity, Ujamaa in Kiswahili, encouraging the traditional way of life based on cooperation. This policy met with domestic and foreign controversy and although it did not lead to development it kept the country united and peaceful. 


In 1985, at the age of 63 Nyerere resigned as President and retired from politics in 1995. He died in 1999.

Liturgy Conference in Africa

A major recent event held in Africa, and hosted by Kumasi in Ghana, was a Liturgy Conference promoted by the Congregation for Divine Worship and the Discipline of the Sacraments CDVS in Rome and the Catholic Bishops' Conference of Ghana. 


"The the debate was  high-level. The gathering brought together 100 delegates from all over Africa including bishops, members of national liturgy commissions, liturgical experts and scholars” Archbishop Albert Malcolm Ranjith, Secretary of the Congregation for Divine Worship and Discipline of the Sacraments told Fides with regard to the work of a meeting to promote the Liturgy in Africa and Madagascar. “In a message to the participants Pope Benedict XVI underlined the liturgical reawakening of the continent and the profound spirituality of the African people” Archbishop Ranjith recalled. One of the goals of the Meeting is in fact to offer the African Bishops new points for reflection so the liturgy may be lived as the principal means of living our faith in the presence of Christ in the life of every person. We must ensure that the profound significance of the Liturgy is properly understood by the faithful” the Archbishop added. “And it is emerging from the Meeting that besides searching for new liturgical modalities it is also necessary to rediscover the tradition of the universal Church” said the Secretary of the Congregation for Divine Worship and Discipline of the Sacraments. “The Church in African has always been loyal to the Holy See and this is apparent at this Meeting of profound dialogue between the African Church and the universal Church”.

The Role of the Pontifical Mission Societies in missionary animation in Africa

The Regional meeting of the National Directors of the Pontifical Mission Societies for the English Speaking Africa for 2005, took place in Lusaka, Zambia from the 24th October to 2nd November. The National Directors from Kenya, Lesotho, Liberia, Malawi, Namibia, Nigeria, Sudan, Tanzania, Uganda, and Zambia attended the meeting which was graced with the presence of Archbishop Orlando Antonini, papal nuncio for Zambia and Malawi, Most Rev. Telesphore G. Mpundu, the President for the Zambia Episcopal Conference and Rev. Fr Fernando Galbiati, General Secretary of the Pontifical Mission Society of the Propagation of Faith, in Rome. In order to share what is actually on the ground in the mission of the Pontifical Mission Societies, the organisers invited the PMS Diocesan Directors, Religious men and women, the clergy and the lay faithful to this meeting. 

“Their participation in the meeting certainly helped them to open to the universal character of the PMS, to know and appreciate the aims, purpose and significance of the societies in the life of the Church - said Fr Bernard Makadani Zulu, PMS national director in Zambia -. The meeting equipped the participants with methods and materials for missionary animation, and to help them to venture into activities that will help to awaken, enliven and support the missionary efforts of the Church.”

Fr Bernard described the purpose of mission animation: “develop a mentality, criteria and attitude in tune with Jesus Christ, who helps us to live the missionary communion and accompany us with his light and strength in pursuit of our mission.”

“The meetings was indeed a providential moment because it enabled the participants to know each other and the various pastoral situations, to share experiences in mission, and to make plans for missionary animation and cooperation” the national director of Zambia said.

The mission of the Pontifical Mission Societies is to serve and evangelise. The purpose of NDESA meeting was to discuss and plan the direction for missionary activity in concrete forms. The participants had to study instruction Cooperatio Missionalis on Missionary Cooperation of the Congregation for the Evangelisation of Peoples. 

“This meeting was an important event for the life of the Church in Zambia, in Africa and the universal Church. It helped us to enhance our bond as evangelisers belonging to the Lord. We are called by and committed to one and the same person Jesus Christ - having one and the same mission of proclaiming the Good News and sharing the faith in Jesus Christ - opportunity for us to deepen our mutual appreciation for the tireless efforts of different nations, dioceses, institutes, organisations, commissions, councils and all other pastoral initiatives in conveying our Mission. 
The national director of the Pontifical Mission Societies  in Zambia concluded.

To mark the celebration of World Mission Sunday, the Bigard Memorial Seminary in Enugu, south east Nigeria, organised its 4th Pastoral and Mission Weekend 22-23 October. The theme of the event was The Church as Mission and the Missionary Activities of the People of God. 
The national director of the Pontifical Mission Societies in Nigeria, Mgr Hypolite Adigwe, the first guest speaker delivered a paper titled : Reaching the World through Collaborative Ministry with the Laity. He reminded the participants that the Church by its very nature is missionary and that Christ’s mandate to Go to the whole world and proclaim the Good News could not have been addressed to an individual. According to him, Christ, to illustrate what He wanted chose disciples who helped Him in his work. These were men and women who collaborated with him in different capacities. The early disciples and apostles learnt from him and chose from among their converts those who worked closely with them, again, each according to his gifts. Apart from the selection of the seven deacons to take care of the material needs of the Faithful, the Scripture is replete with passages, which express the necessity of working together to achieve results. He was able to examine the development of ecclesiology as seen in the Church’s official documents within the last century as it battles with the effort to understand more fully the position of the Laity within the Church in an attempt to restore the lay members of the faithful to their original position within her fold, and discussed collaborative ministry with some practical applications as they affect the Church in Nigeria. He drew the illustration from the “missionary” point of view.
Accordingly he pointed out that the Pontifical Mission Societies, in collaboration with the National Missionary Council of Nigeria has developed what it termed project for Advancing Missionary Animation, Formation, Organisation and Cooperation for the Church in Nigeria. This has been approved by the Catholic Bishops’ Conference of Nigeria and is taking off gradually, the implementation being spaced out for up to 2008. As stated in the preface, “It is a project that enlivens the spirit of mission and evangelisation in the young; harnesses the zeal of the adults to “reinforce and give new impulse to their diverse charisma”; strengthens the Catholic families in their bid to make the members “changed and saturated with enduring love of Christ” and to transmit this to the immediate environment; and opens the avenue to the sick and the aged to appreciate the worth and value of suffering and places at their disposal the constant spiritual nourishment for growth. Above all, this project demands a steady and active involvement in the Church group, society or organisation to which you belong, and encourages those who are not active in any group, or perhaps do not belong to any, to wake up and enrol in at least one of them. These programmes call for massive collaboration of all so that soon, we will convince ourselves, our lay people, and the universal Church that we are serious about giving the lay members of Christ’s Faithful their rightful place in the Church so that together, we shall proclaim the salvation of all to the world

At the social level the Congregation for the Evangelisation of Peoples, in which the Pontifical Mission Societies are incorporated, promoted in collaboration with the Sacred Heart Catholic University organised a Masters in Management for Development, for young African talents. The aim is the formation of future cadres profoundly rooted in Christian culture a contribution which the Church can offer to further the development of peoples. The course is planned and organised by ALTIS (Alta Scuola Impresa e Società, dell'Università Cattolica di Milano) in collaboration with the Pontifical Urban University in Rome.This year the students came from 17 different countries Sudan, Ghana, Seychelles, Mozambique, Ethiopia, Zimbabwe, Republic of Congo, Rwanda, Sierra Leone, Kenya, Cameroon, Central African Republic, Tanzania, Uganda, Nigeria, Mali, Burkina Faso and were proposed by the respective Bishops’ Conferences.
“As a Catholic this is my duty. In most African countries the Church has been present for at least 100 years and it is time for local Catholics to take an active part in the Church’s activity of human promotion. We must be adult and responsible Christians who work to solve the country’s problems and help our less fortunate brothers and sisters”.
All the students see the Master’s Degree as an opportunity for professional and Christian growth. “We must set the example for our people” they say. “We realise this is a responsibility of no light weight. So we ask you all to pray for us as we learn during the course and afterwards when we put it into practice with good work.

Inter-religious relations to promote peace and human development  


In Africa there are significant experiences of dialogue between the local Catholic communities and followers of other religions, Muslims for example, to work together to promote peace and foster development of the individual. 

Italian Comboni Missionary Fr. Luciano opened a school to promote education in the Mansheyit Nasser district in 2003, was the absence at the time of a similar project not only in this district but in the whole of Cairo. The district of the ‘refuse collectors’ or the Zabbaleen is at the foot of the Muqattam Hills surmounted by the famous Al-Qalaa (Citadel) built by Salah-Al-Din Al-Ayyubi (Saladin) in AD 1183, one of the city’s most important Islamic monuments. There were plans for other projects for the promotion of women’s employment and a project to improve the overall conditions in the Mansheya ‘refuse collectors’ district of Cairo promoted by NGO APE. 
The programme launched three years ago by Fr. Luciano aims to involve people of different religions, cultures and ethnic origin in helping some of these unfortunate children to live a cleaner, healthier and brighter life, at a Centre where they can study and receive assistance and have better opportunities for work and also to promote tolerance and peace


There are experiences of individual encounters. Sr Georgette Makosso, a Franciscan Missionary of Mary from Central Africa who went to Rabat, Morocco, for a three year nursing course. “There are a 100 students including policemen, members of the army, state workers. Nine are foreigners from Kenya, Liberia, Congo Brazzaville, Democratic Congo, and Guinea Bissau” the nun said recalling the initial difficulty to insert herself in a Muslim environment: “After six months we began to ingrate and study together preparing for exams. We shared meals and by the end of the year there was a good level of integration between the Muslim and non Muslim students. The Eucharist, Adoration, personal and community prayer gave me strength. I thank God for this experience with Muslims”.


There are joint Catholic/Muslim efforts to restore calm at times of crisis. In Senegal in November 2005 when the suspension for several hours of a private radio “Sud FM” caused tensions. The authorities accused the radio of being “threat to national security" because it broadcast an interview with the leader of the leader of the armed wing of the Movement of Democratic Forces Casamance (MFDC), fighting since 1982 for the secession of this Senegalese region situated between Gambia and Guinea Bissau. “We are planning with Muslim leaders necessary steps to help lesson tension in Senegal” says Archbishop Théodore Adrien Sarr of Dakar president of the Senegalese Catholic Bishops’ Conference. “We intend to contribute to restoring calm and building a quieter climate in the country”. “The Catholic Church and the Muslim community have good relations and this recent initiative is a confirmation of the importance of inter-religious dialogue in Senegal” local sources said..

Catholic Bishops oppose Maputo Protocol which introduces abortion in national law

The Catholic Bishops of Uganda expressed firm opposition to the introduction in national law of the right to abortion contained in the “Protocol to the African charter on Human and Peoples' Rights: on the rights of women in Africa” (also known as the Maputo Protocol) adopted by the second ordinary Session of the African Union on 11 July 2003. The Protocol of Maputo has yet to be ratified by the Ugandan parliament. This is why on 19 January the Catholic Bishops’ Conference of Uganda published an “Open letter to the government and the people of Uganda on the ratification of the “Protocol to the African charter on Human and Peoples' Rights: on the rights of women in Africa”. 
The ratification of this protocol by a country introduces into the national law of that country the right to abortion. The Bishops write - “Under the title "Health and reproductive rights" we read: The Stated Parties shall & "protect the reproductive rights of women by authorising medical abortion in cases of sexual assault, rape, incest, and where the continued pregnancy endangers the mental and physical health of the mother or the life of the mother or the foetus." (Art 14.2.c)”. 
“To date, 16 African countries have ratified this protocol - write the Bishops - We wonder how many of the citizens of these 16 African Countries are aware of the decision of their legislators. We also wonder if the same African citizens are aware that the African Union, with this protocol, has introduced the first human rights instrument to expressly articulate a woman's right to abortion in specified circumstances. Never before has an international protocol gone so far! We believe strongly that the people of Africa have no wish to see such a protocol introduced into their laws”. 
“We are sure the people of Uganda would never wish it - the Bishops write - For that reason we find it essential to bring this matter to public attention. Uganda has signed this protocol, but has not yet ratified it. In practical terms, this means that the protocol has no force in Uganda and will have no legal force until it is ratified and confirmed.”“Abortion is always a defeat of humanity” - say the leaders of the Catholic Church in Uganda - 

The situations of severe distress mentioned by the text of the protocol (rape, incest, sexual assault) cannot create the right to suppress an innocent life. This applies even less to a much less well defined "danger to the mental and physical health of the mother or the life of the mother or the life of the foetus" which, as matter of fact, is the open door to abortion on demand.”
The Bishops underline that the extreme situations mentioned at article14.2c of the Maputo Protocol can be avoided. “We are convinced that only a consistent and unambiguous process of education to a correct and wholly human practice of sexuality can stop the spread of the kind of behaviour that leads to rape, incest, sexual assault and eventually to "unwanted pregnancies". 

Africa's hopes and difficulties  


In the past year there have been important events in Africa: elections in Liberia marked not only the end of the post civil war crisis but also the election of Africa's first woman president Ellen Johnson-Sirleaf elected with 59,1 % in the second round of presidential elections in November 2005. “This important result confirms the maturity of the Liberian electorate” a missionary in the capital Monrovia, told Fides. “In fact the people chose the lesser of two evils. Ellen Johnson-Sirleaf had something to do with certain forces which unleashed the civil war which lasted 14 years but at the same time she is an expert in politics well known to the international community and economic milieus, such as the International Monetary Fund. “Women played a major role in the election of Ellen Johnson-Sirleaf” said Fr Mauro Armanino, a member of the Society for African Missions for many years in Monrovia. The mobilisation of Liberian women is a positive signal for Liberia and for the whole of Africa, offering a path for restoring peace and order by means of a collective efffort on the part of civil society itself”.


“Many women and not only members of her own party supported the election of Ms Johnson-Sirleaf, for at least three reasons”- said Fr. Armanino - “First of all solidarity among women, apparently banal motive but deeply felt in Africa where women are second class citizens; il secondly, electing the first woman president of Africa the women hoped to defend and promote respect for women's rights; the third reason is that women in Liberia want to see the end of years of chaos and violence and see Johnson-Sirleaf, the best person to help the country make a new start”.


Other countries were struck again by serious drought Malawi, Niger and various areas of Kenya. In these situations the local Catholic community played an important part in helping the affected people. 

“The Catholic Church is probably the institution most incolved in offering assistance to drought affected people in various parts of the country” said Consolata Missionary national director of the Pontifical Mission Societies in Kenya Fr Eugenio Ferrari, during the acute stage of drought in January 2006.  “my parish and all the other parishes are collecting aid to send to the areas affected by food shortage” the missionary told Fides.


2.5 million Kenyans almost 10 percent of the population suffer food shortage because of drought, mainly in the east and north eastern regions bordering with Somalia, Ethiopia and Sudan, countries which also suffer from serious food shortages. “The more arid areas are the most affected” said. Ferrari. “The old people are used to drought and say it is nothing new. But many a asking why nothing is done to prevent it. In areas where there has been no rain for 2 or 3 years  there was enough time to prepare to meet an emergency”.


“In recent months drought has advanced affecting areas close to capital, Nairobi, and Malindi, popular tourist region where some people have died of famine” the missionary reported. 


In Niger, also affected by serious food shortage the national Caritas office, Caritas Dévelopement Niger, CADEV-Niger, adopted a new planning structure in view of providing food aid and seeds and farming tools to help local farmer families, mainly Muslims, grow their own food. Caritas organised workshops to plan this action and identify lines of intervention. As a result of these meetings Caritas Niger drafted an action plan which will be widely distributed to the interested parties for assessment and approval.


In Malawi, the food shortage in the first months of 2006, struck a country with a political crisis. “it is sad to see no attention given to warnings from the international community that no donor country will help if Malawi calls into chaos” said an experienced missionary. “The International Monetary Fund, which suspended loans to Malawi for three years because of corruption in the former government, resumed its intervention in the country s few months ago. But in the present situation the IMF may pull out again and cancel the promised aid”.

Catholic Bishops intervene in the social and political field 


The Catholic Church in Africa made her authoritative voice heard also in the social and political field to stress the need to give priority to the common good and the promotion of respect for the dignity of every human person. The Bishops of Angola for example, wrote in a public statement issued on the African country’s Independence Day. “Since 11 November 1975 our people have become ever more aware that we are a nation with its own law and its own name: the Angolan people. These 30 years have been a time of adolescence, difficult times of growth, with suffering, tears and laughter, but most of all 30 years marked by much hope in the land which is reborn in its sons and daughters united and determined to make Angola grow as a united nation, a homeland, a homeland of freedom, justice, brotherhood and peace. We bow to the memory of many generations of Angolans who generously gave their lives to help the new nation grow and be consolidated” the Bishops wrote underling that much remains to be done to build a nation free of any political, cultural or regional discrimination and in which the rich are not indifferent to the poor.  


  Archbishop Zacarias Kamwenho of Lubango, in his homily during during a Mass of thanksgiving to mark the 30th anniversary of Angola’s independence on 10 November in the cathedral of Our Lady of the Immaculate Conception in Mbanza Congo diocese where the evangelisation of the country began, said the road to take is that of recognition of one’s mistakes and readiness to correct them. “Many times the Bishops’ Conference of Angola and Sao Tomé CEAST has pinpointed the errors or even sins for which we must repent if we want to work for development. The most serious sin is corruption” he said.

Among the evils which put the brakes on development in Angola, Archbishop Kamwenho also mentioned the flow of capital abroad and “insensibility of the new rich who grabbed farms of former colonials leaving the people in dire poverty”.

In Kenya, the Catholic Bishops urged people to take part in the referendum on the Constitution this month. “We, Kenyans, find ourselves at a crossroads. For the first time, we are going for a referendum on a proposed constitution which will decide the destiny of our nation. It is, therefore, the duty of all who are entitled to vote to do so. All should seize the opportunity to take part in this historical exercise. It will be an expression of the maturity of our nation and of our sense of patriotism. This day should be one of pride for every citizen.


“We remind all Kenyans that we have to remain united after the Referendum. We must, therefore, maintain peace before, on the day of the referendum and after the referendum. It has taken long to build peace in our country. Let us not destroy it.. We, the Catholic Bishops, have been consistent and firm in our position regarding the Proposed New Constitution. We urge the people of Kenya to read and get informed about this document. Previously, we highlighted what we considered as its strong points and weak points. Now is the time for the people of Kenya to make a decision” the Bishop recall and conclude: “Whatever the outcome, let us accept the result. We have the assurance that God is with His People”.

Also Gabon, on the  occasion of presidential elections in November the country's Catholic Bishop launched a call for transparency. “We urge individual politicians and political parties to ensure transparency in the vote because transparency is the basis of legitimacy and legality in a democratic rule” the Bishops said. In a message addressed to “Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, dear compatriots”, the Bishops say the election is important because “according to the constitution the President is guarantor for institutions, national unity and independence. He is the chief responsible for citizens safety and wellbeing. He holds supreme executive power, he is chief responsible for national economic and social policies for the integral development of every man and woman”.

“We address our appeal to civil society, namely all citizens. It is a moral obligation to vote and to vote with conscience. Our decisions will affect our wellbeing or poverty, the growth or the decline of Gabon and its people”.

The Bishops urged the people of Gabon to put aside “secondary considerations (ethnic or regional origin, immediate profit …) and focus on essential values: respect for human life and human rights; honest and good management involving as far as possible to people to build a realistic, coherent and constructive society”. 

The African Church's contribution to peace on the continent 


One major drama in Africa is the uprising in northern Uganda led by the Lord's Resistance Army (LRA). “In a pastoral letter addressed to Catholics and all Ugandans of good will the Bishops of Uganda urged the government to establish a “Truth and Reconciliation Commission” to solve the bloody conflicts which have plagued the country for some time. “We suggest that an instrument for reconciliation be instituted (possibly a national conference) to discuss and analyse the conflicts in this country and agree on how to resolve them” the Bishops say in the Pastoral letter “Towards a Democratic and Peaceful Uganda based on the common good”. 

However this does not mean to overlook crimes committed or forget the victims of violence. The members of Acholi Religious leaders Peace Initiative ARPLI held a service to commemorate some 6,000 men, women and children brutally murdered at Omot in the northern Ugandan district of Pader three years ago by guerrillas of the Lord’s Resistance Army LRA led by Joseph Kony. In his address Archbishop John Baptist Odama, archbishop of Gulu and chairman of ARLPI, appealed to Ugandans “not to kill”, underlining that only forgiveness and prayer can cure the evil in man. This is why Archbishop Odama urged Ugandans to develop a spirit of prayer to build confidence and total trust in God.



Among the many initiatives of solidarity for victims of violence we mention Apax peace project launched by Sr Donata Uwimanimpaye directress of Muramba School in Rwanda.

To heal scars of the 1994 genocide and promote a culture of peace Rwandan born Catholic nun Sister Donata Uwimanimpaye head mistress of a Catholic School in Muramba has launched a peace project called Apax. The aim of Apax , an entirely Rwandan endeavour, is to respond to the people’s desire for reconciliation and peace. The programme includes initiatives of non violence and conflict solving for example the building of a candle factory. Sr Donata Uwimanimpaye studied at the University of Fribourg, in Switzerland and was there in 1994 at the time of the genocide in Rwandan. The subject of her thesis on “Preparation for Conflict Solving”. Now she intends to put her studies into practice to help solve social problems and tensions with methods learned in Switzerland and since 1999 in the United States.
Apax has branches in various parts of the country opened by young teachers. Christian education to the value of peace is totally in keeping with the objectives of Rwanda’s National Commission for Unity and Reconciliation.


Pollution: a growing problem


The question of the environment is increasingly urgent in Africa also because of businessmen without scruples who use the continent as a garbage dump. For example the case of the illegally dumped toxic waste in Cote d'Ivoire. The waste was dumped in at least 9 open air areas in various parts of Abidjan, a city with a population of 4 million (almost one third of the entire national population). People who have inhaled the toxic exhalations are showing symptoms such as vomiting, skin rash, diarrhoea, severe head ache. At first it was feared that the waste was also radioactive, but testing proved negative. The waste, which arrived in Côte d'Ivoire on the Probo Koala merchant ship, was due to be treated by a local company. An investigation was started to find out why the waste was dumped in different parts of the city instead of being treated as is prescribed by international agreements to protect both the environment and the health of the people.

The episode provoked public protests which led to the fall of the government.


However besides this emergency there are daily pollution dramas for example in the Nairobi district of Dandora, home to one million people. The main cause of the pollution is the district garbage dump, the largest in the city. For years the residents have asked for the refuse to be moved to a less densely populated area .


The dump, declared 5 years ago to have reached the limit of its capacity, is surrounded by tenements in which 700,000 people live. 


The residents have petitioned the National Human Rights Commission presenting the situation and offering solutions. Among the petition supporters a coalition of religious organisations in the areas of Dandora, Korogocho Kariobangi including St John local Catholic parish. 


Italian Comboni missionary Fr. Moschetti who works in the parish said the coalition had sent copies of the petition to various government ministers and intends to continue the campaign as long as necessary. “We will be we watching carefully also because we are among the people affected by the pollution” the missionary said. 


Nairobi produces over 1.500 tonnes of solid urban refuse every day and most of it ends up in the municipal garbage dump at Dandora, 14km from the city centre. “Years of uncontrolled and indiscriminate dumping have produced an enormous mountain of domestic, industrial and medical waste for which the only measure taken is incessant burning which causes a cloud of smoke permanently hanging over the neighbourhood” the coalition statement says.
Drug abuse and crime in Africa: What the local Catholic Church 

is doing to tackle evils which harm individuals and society 

Drug abuse and crime are two growing problems in Africa's populous city outskirts. These two connected phenomena can lead to  serious form of social degeneration.  “In recent years Kenya has become a centre not only for drug transit but also for increasing drug abuse” says Italian Consolata missionary Fr Eugenio Ferrari National Director of the Pontifical Mission Societies in Kenya commenting a report issued by the INCB International Narcotics Control Board (INCB) which denounces a growing diffusion of drugs in Africa. 


“Up to a few years ago drugs circulated only in the large foreign communities resident in tourist areas such as Malindi, mainly people with a high income who had no trouble obtaining drugs” said Fr Eugenio. “However in recent years Kenya has become an important transit centre used by major international crime organisations to transfer heroine and cocaine to Europe. Urged by the United Nations Organisation, the Kenyan government intensified its drug control efforts considerably. But this led to a paradoxical situation with consistent supplies of drugs in transit in Kenya ever more difficult to export to western countries and more and more drugs put on the local market by traffickers anxious not to lose money”.

“This is having tragic social consequences” says Fr Eugenio who is also one of the Catholic prison chaplains in Nairobi. “Nearly all the prisoners with whom I come into contact in my prison apostolate admit they take ‘something’ to stifle fear and silence conscience before committing a crime. Crime is rampant in Kenya, the Catholic Bishops have repeatedly denounced conditions of insecurity in many parts of the country and now drugs are making the problem even more serious”. “And a major concern are the young people and children targeted by peddlers” the missionary said. “Drug abuse in schools is spreading especially in the large cities. To clamp down on this phenomenon local authorities have been ordered to close small shops near schools suspected of selling alcohol and drugs to pupils for a few shillings”.

“It must be said that the government is tackling the problem. It has intensified control at airports and on flight personnel (there have been cases of flight attendants involved in drug trafficking) and they are trying to deal with the problem in schools. We should keep in mind however that Kenya has 3,000 km of coastline which is difficult to control” says Fr. Eugenio. “With regard to the rehabilitation of drug addicts the first hurdle to overcome is a cultural one, because families tend to hide the problem”.

According to the latest INCB report presented yesterday 28 February, cannabis is the drug most consumed in Africa, with 34 million consumers. Besides increasing amounts of cocaine confiscated in west Africa (14 tons in 2004), the report speaks of increasing opium abuse in east and southern Africa and widespread heroine consumption particularly in Kenya, Mauritius and Tanzania. Moreover intravenous heroine abuse is helping to spread the HIV virus in Uganda, Rwanda and Somalia. 

Local Catholic Church sources in the capital Luanda say minors are driven to get involved in crime by a situation of “massive urbanisation in the years of civil war and widespread unemployment”. Deputy director of the DNIC national office for crime investigation Nascimento Cardoso said that the police had arrested or warned some 3,189 youngsters aged 14 and 15 in the last 4 years. 
Between 2001 to 2005 police detected 609 minors involved in crime in the province of Luanda, 261 in Huila and 188 in Benguela. Mr Nascimento Cardoso said these provinces register the highest number of cases involved in crime because numerous children and teenagers live in difficult situations in which contact with criminal circles is frequent. 
“Aware that this serious problem needed to be tackled for some time now the local Church has been assisting youth in the poorest districts of Angola’s cities” the local Catholic sources said. “In Luanda for example the Salesians have several professional training schools where street children are taught a trade in view of finding work and a better future. Missionaries are not afraid to get in this risky mission even in some of the most dangerous parts of the capital like the Lixeira or refuse dump market, one of the largest open markets in all Africa”.
“In the capital there is also a home for street children run by a community of Divine Word missionaries and most of the Catholic parishes offer assistance and guidance for minors at risk” the sources say.


Another problem connected with crime in general not only juvenile, is the high number of firearms in circulation a leftover of years of civil war which ended only in 2002. “The Justice and Peace Commission of the Angolan Bishops’ Conference started a programme to convince people with firearms to hand them over to the police” the sources say. “And recently the same Commission launched a campaign to increase awareness among the people and the authorities of the urgent necessity to take more decisive measures to proceed with disarmament also in view of political elections which should be held this year”. (L.M.) (Agenzia Fides)

SUDAN

Vatican City (Agenzia) – Sudan is currently the center of international attention because of the drama unfolding in Darfur, the eastern region where a bloody civil war has raged since 2003. In the southern part of the country, however, a peace accord was reached in 2005 that ended the secessionist conflict that began in 1982. The Catholic Church has been very active in the nation’s moral and material reconstruction process.


“During the long years of the war, the Catholic Church was the only source of hope for millions of people. It was with the people who remained in the south of the country; it was with the many refugees who left their villages and fled to the cities in the north, for example, the capital. These people were subjected to intense pressure to convert to Islam: lacking everything, they were enticed to change religions with material compensations. But apart from certain cases, the majority of the Christians remained faithful to Christ and continued to persevere in the Faith,” His Eminence Cardinal Gabriel Zubeir Wako, Archbishop of Khartoum and President of the Bishops’ Conference of Sudan told Fides. He described the situation in the Archdiocese of Khartoum as follows: “At the beginning of the war, when a mass of southern refugees poured into the northern cities, it was difficult to accept so many people into the dioceses, like Khartoum, that at the time had few members. Now we are able to affirm that all the parishes in Khartoum are made up of refugees. These people have changed the social panorama of the capital, like they have done to other cities in Northern Sudan.


“The arrival of the refugees was a challenge for the Church. However, it knew how to succeed thanks to the faith and dedication of many people,” Cardinal Wako says. “The first difficulty that we had to overcome was the mistrust that existed among the evacuees themselves. The same tribal rivalries that divided the people of Southern Sudan were still dividing them in the refugee camps and parishes. Working patiently, we were able to convince the different tribes to dialogue with each other. The common difficulties that had to be overcome fostered this dialogue, and I think that it was a sign of Providence that this evil was able to be transformed into good.


“Another important problem that we had to confront dealt with the family,” continued Cardinal Wako. “Among the refugees there were some who practiced polygamy, adultery and divorce, all of which are a threat to Christian marriage. One of the consequences of the war was that it destroyed people morally as well as physically. We called for experts on the trauma of war in order to prepare our seminarians, educators, priests, religious and lay people to help people whose souls were still wounded from the war.”


The peace process suffered a sudden blow when John Garang, leader of the Sudanese People’s Liberation Army (SPLA) and, according to the peace treaty, Vice President of Sudan, died in the summer of 2005. Cardinal Wako explains the situation that the death of the famous SPLA leader caused as follows: “The Catholic Church is the bearer of hope for people who otherwise are progressively losing. The death of Garang, in fact, provoked a crisis of trust among the southern people. The ex-leader of the SPLA was seen as the only person capable of guaranteeing the consolidation of the peace process and overcoming the differences among the tribes. Perhaps it was already known that positions within the southern administration were assigned based on tribal criteria and not on merit. Tribalism is a wound that we need to address as a Church. The Northerners see Christians as the SPLA’s neighbors, and when they meet a priest or religious in the South they ask him, ‘What tribe are you from?’ We have worked for ten years to overcome this mentality. It is a weakness that is, at times, tiring; but we persevere incessantly, animated by Faith, Hope and Charity.”

The Role of Missionaries in Southern Sudan


Missionaries have the leading part in the evangelization and promotion of humanity in Southern Sudan. Sr. Fulgida Gasparini, the Comboni Provincial for Southern Sudan, has been in Sudan since 2000 and coordinates the work of 42 Comboni missionaries who work in the province. “I am currently developing the mission near the Saint Josephina Bakhita Formation Center, managed by the diocese of Rumbek, in Kitale. The center has a minor seminary, a formation center for catechists, a school for nurses and a school for teachers. These structures were in Kenya, but were able to be transferred to Sudan thanks to increased security.


“The Comboni Sisters work in pastoral action, promoting humanity, and trying to evaluate and grow the local Church’s resources,” Sr. Fulgida says. “In five years, for example, in the center of the Rumbek Diocese, a diocese that already reflects the goal of the Comboni plan: Save Africa with Africa, three other sisters and I formed 250 catechists and 200 teachers. These teachers are now working for free in rural schools teaching children who otherwise would have been left without instruction and work. Certainly, it is a more complex assignment than just bringing material aid because it presupposes the involvement of many people and immersion in the local culture. To reach such a large number of people, we have a radio station that offers educational and pastoral programs to the entire population of Southern Sudan.”


Comboni missionary Piero Ferrari offered Fides a precious testimony of the state of affairs in Darfur. “The situation in Darfur is an incredible drama. I have traveled hundreds and hundreds of kilometers in the desert, not natural deserts, but man-made ones. Entire villages have been razed to the ground; their populations either exterminated or forced to flee. There are many refugee camps in Sudan, and the Catholic Church is the only organization that can enter them and help these people. Even here among the poor, the simple and the humble there are truly great people. For example, there are the sisters who help children under very difficult conditions, without adequate structures and in a position of precarious safety. There one understands what Faith is: no human being could accept such challenges unless he was animated by Faith, Hope and Charity.”


“I often ask myself about the future of these children,” Br. Augustine, a Combino, says about his work in the El Obeid Diocese. “Besides the extensive physical destruction, the war has left an indelible mark on people,” the missionary explains. “Entire families are destroyed both physically and morally. When many families are made up of only women and children, without at least one man to bring home money, this creates conditions of total dependence or worse.


“We should give hope to the refugees that intend to return after having spent several years in exile. But how is it possible if they continue to lack everything: there are no roads, bridges, schools or hospitals. All of Sudan is like this. Only in the capital, Khartoum, are they ardently working to build infrastructure. There, everything is a workings construction site, but the rest of the country is waiting for work to begin,” says Br. Augustine.


“If they really want peace, they need to guarantee development. The young have a right to their future, and we shouldn’t risk that they might look for their fortune outside the country instead of remaining refugees their entire lives.


“The Church is doing her part,” emphasizes Br. Augustine. “We just finished rebuilding three schools in the El Obeid Diocese that were destroyed during the civil war. Each one will hold 250 students. Furthermore, we are rebuilding other schools in the Mt. Nuba region where the fighting was particularly fierce and nothing was left standing. Other than the schools, we are reconstructing medical clinics and aid stations.


“Now that the war is over, our work as missionaries is a little be easier because we can move about more freely. We are gradually reaching villages that have been isolated for years, bringing spiritual and material comfort and to realize the urgent need of the people,” Br. Augustine stated.


Among the orders present in Sudan is the Congregation of St. Giovanna Antida Thouret (Sisters of Charity). Sr. Vera, Secretary General of the Congregation, describes the activity of the Sisters of Charity in Sudan. “Our sisters work in essentially three fields: health, education and pastoral care. Sr. Piera Santinon, for example, works in Darfur and is a nurse specialized in the cure of tropical diseases. She is able to cover more and more kilometers with a car, and visits villages and refugee camps in an area the size of France. However, a year ago several bandits stole the car during a raid on the mission. Fortunately, there were not horrible consequences thanks to the presence of a Lebanese sister who managed to convince the bandits not to kill the chauffeur.”


In their educational work, the Sisters of Charity manage a group of kindergartens, elementary schools and secondary schools. “Our principal job is that of forming teachers and to insure the children get meals. Often, we give the only food the child will receive all day,” says Sr. Vera. “In Khartoum, where there are millions of refugees from Southern Sudan, we run a school that has two courses, one in the morning and the other in the afternoon. The first follows the national scholastic program, and is directed towards children, some of whom are Muslims. In fact, the classes are taught in Arabic. The afternoon course, on the other hand, is a kind of “night school” aimed at young adults, many of whom have jobs. These classes are held in English because the southerners do not speak Arabic. The courses, however, are also aimed at teaching Arabic, to help them enter the working world in the capital, where most of the people speak Arabic. I am stupefied when I see these people change out of their work clothes and into something more suitable for class. It’s a way for them to show their respect for their studies, something they feel benefits them.


“If the most dramatic situations are those of the people living in Darfur, the condition of the refugees in Khartoum is still very precarious,” Sr. Vera says. “The places where they live are periodically destroyed on the pretext of creating new quarters. The refugees are slowly being pushed out of the city and into the desert. But they are not losing heart. Their children walk many kilometers to go to school. To get to class on time, these children wake up at dawn and start their hour long trek.”


In Khartoum, the Sisters of Charity run a pantry and work with the local institute for preparing catechists. “The sister who cares for the pantry is an Irish sister who also helps out at a local hospital,” Sr. Vera commented. “In Sudan’s capital, there is an institute of advanced studies for the preparation of catechists. It is directed by a 78-year-old sister from our order. The course consists of three years of study focused on the basics of the Bible, theology, Christology, etc…”

Children: The Main Victims of the War, but now the Hope for the Future


“One of the greatest concerns the Catholic Church has in Sudan is for the children who lost either one or both parents,” Cardinal Wako stated. “The war has produced a large number of orphans,” the Cardinal explains. “Some have lost only their father, but many have lost both their parents. Without a family to take care of them, these children face many difficulties and are in danger. Even those who still live with their mother find themselves in difficult situations because women are one of the most disadvantaged parts of Sudanese society.”


“Because of this, we are implementing programs to help children. These programs are, above all, focused on health and education. In Khartoum alone, the Church runs schools for over 40,000 children,” the Cardinal says.


“In the Sudanese tragedy, the most dramatic situation is that of the orphaned children,” adds Sr. Fulgida Gasparini. “In Sudanese culture, children are taught from the youngest age to serve their family. They go to get firewood and water, the watch over the family’s flock, etc… When they lose both parents, children remain in the “great extended family,” the clan. On the one hand, this is good because it guarantees at least a minimal level of protection to the child; but on the other the child is now forced to serve a larger number of people,” explains Sr. Gasparini, who has give five years of her life in helping Southern Sudan. “Another serious problem is child soldiers who were demobilized at the end of the war,” adds Sr. Gasparini. “In our schools, we have created classes just for them. We did this because these children have seen terrible things during the war, and need to confront themselves about it in order to get over their trauma.”


But the children are a vital resource and a good example for the adults. Fr. Piero Ferrari remembers, “It’s the young ones who show the solidarity that is needed to build peace. In the refugee camps, I saw fives year olds in line for a cup of tea and some biscuits, sharing them with their younger siblings as if it were the simplest and most natural thing in the world. This little ones can teach us to give to another so that he can live. This is what true peace is born from.”


“Very little is needed to make the children in the refugee camps happy, two or three caramels or a piece of soap,” says Sr. Vera, Secretary General of the Congregation of St. Giovanna Antida Thouret (Sisters of Charity). She remembers a Christmas spent in a refugee camp near the capital of Sudan, Khartoum. “I was touched to see a long line of children going to take their small, but important, present.” The Sisters of Charity have two missions in Darfur, Western Sudan. One is located at El Fasher, and the other at Nyala. Seven sisters staff them. Four are Sudanese, one is Italian, one is Swiss and one is Lebanese. In Khartoum, the capital, there are two other communities. In the first there are four religious (two Lebanese, one Irish and one Sudanese), and the other has three sisters (two Lebanese and one Sudanese).


Among the agencies, the most important for children is “Caritas International, which has worked in Darfur since July 2004 along with ACT International,” according to François Large, Program Officer of Caritas International. While explaining the activities of the two organizations in Darfur, the western region of Sudan, Large commented that the situation there is the worst humanitarian crisis in history.


From July 2004 to the present day, the efforts of ACT-Caritas have helped over 250,000 children, 39,324 of whom were sent to nutritional help centers. Of these, 23,584 were discharged after having attained an appropriate weight for their age.  Another 250 children in serious condition were treated at therapeutic nutrition centers, of whom 228 have already been released.


“In Darfur 35 of our experts are at work aided by 300 Sudanese. We are cooperating with other humanitarian agencies, most of which are religious in nature,” added Large.


“Caritas International and ACT International are currently helping over 500,000 people, at least half of whom are children. We are active in diverse sectors. On of the most important sectors is health. We have created, and maintain, 11 clinics. Another fundamental operation is assistance with food, especially for women and children. We have created several different schools for them,” Large affirms. “We are not limiting ourselves, however, only to emergency intervention, but we are also looking for ways to promote self-sufficiency. For example, we distribute seeds, drill wells and teach courses in professional formation.” (L.M.)

The Democratic Republic of Congo

Vatican City (Fides) – The Democratic Republic of Congo (RDC) is an immense country, covering 2,345,410 square kilometers with a population of more than 62 million. It is a country that has had the hereditary problems of the past heaped on it: a failing state structure, a non-existent transportation system and one of the lowest per-capita incomes in the world. Faced with the civil wars of 1996-97 and 1998-2003, many international commentators foresaw a division of Congo along ethnic and regional lines. This, however, did not happen. Instead, Congo has had a transitional period that saw the creation of a unified national government which prepared the country for a first round of elections in June, followed by a second round in October.


The Catholic Church has accompanied the transition process preparing the people for the elections by a civic and electoral education network run by CARTEC (The Catholic Church’s Coordination of Action for the Success of the Transition).

The Civic and Electoral Education Provided by the Catholic Church


Since the peace accords were signed in 2003, the Catholic Church has had its own civic education program to help the Congolese understand the importance of voting. One of the first actions in this realm happened in December 2005 when there was a constitutional referendum.


In its work, “Publishing the Democratic Republic of Congo’s Planned Constitution,” CARTEC (The Catholic Church’s Coordination of Action for the Success of the Transition), a part of the Congolese Episcopate, explained that “this pedagogical guide on the Planned Constitution is an indispensable instrument for the development of a democratic culture in our country.” CARTEC also clearly stated that it did not wish to spread propaganda, either for or against the Constitution.


A pamphlet was written in clear and simple language to help the Congolese make a decision with some knowledge of the situation. In the introduction to the guide, Sr. Marie-Bernard Alima Mbalula, Secretary of the Episcopal Congregation “Justice and Peace” wrote, “Each of the two requires a knowledge of weaknesses in the present version that will be the objects of an eventual revision of the Constitution in the event that ‘Yes’ wins, or of a new proposed Constitution if ‘No’ wins.” Either way, the sister offers a long list of reasons in favor of adopting the Constitution. In the first place, Sr. Marie-Bernard Alima Mbalula emphasizes the fact that rejecting the current project will significantly elongate the transition phase. This is the case because a new Constitution would need to be written with the risk of “creating an empty legal document if the debate on the new projected Constitution takes longer than June 30, 2006, the last day allowed for the transition phase.” Among the other things to consider when voting “Yes,” Sr Mbalula lists the following: the cost of organizing another referendum, when “50% of the costs for the current consultation are being financed externally;” the security of the country; the miserable condition of the country that cannot wait to be addressed later in the transition process.


Even the Jesuit CEPAS (The Social Action Study Center) expressed approval for the constitutional text at the end of a seminar about the Constitution, saying, “If ‘yes’ wins, the transition will continue on track and June 30 will, hopefully, be the end of the transitions. If, however, the ‘no’ wins, the country will head towards unending discussion.”


Among the Church’s civic education action group is the diocese of Kenge in the center-west of the country. This group is based on models of formation used by CARTEC (The Catholic Church’s Coordination of Action for the Success of the Transition). The young follow simplified models to get them to understand the importance of participating in political life. A concert was organized for young people during which leaflets that explained the electoral process were handed out.


The material distributed by CARTEC has made the development of formation courses much easier. Among those who participated were approximately 80 representatives of Protestant churches and Muslim communities. These individuals then reported in their communities what they learned at the formation seminar.


CARTEC had a project that aimed at forming 500 diocesan leaders and 50,000 local leaders throughout the entire country. The formation course, equally divided into five sections of material (social doctrine of the Church, democracy, peace and the Constitution, leadership, and electoral education), was run by ten people who had followed an ad hoc session in March of this year.


The objective of CARTEC is to coordinate the civic and electoral education undertaken by the Catholic Church in the RDC. Out of the 47 Congolese diocese, 36 have benefited from sensational meetings organized by CARTEC on behalf of priests, religious, lay people responsible for Catholic action movements, members of civil society, education workers and delegate from public institutions.


The new Constitution was approved in December 2005.

The Bishops Give Direction on the Constitutional Referendum and on the Elections


The position of the Church on the December 18 Constitutional referendum was explained by Mons. Laurent Monsengwo Pasinya, Archbishop of Kisangani and President of the Congolese Episcopal Conference, during a meeting with journalists on December 12 near the inderdiocesan center of Kinshasa.


Mons.Monsengwo read a statement by the Congolese bishops, in which it was confirmed that participation in the vote was a civic duty that was “a moral duty, the results of which will either move our nation forward or backwards.” The Archbishop of Kisangani then explained why the Church had not given any direction on how to vote because the ecclesial community should not be confused with the political community. Citing “Gaudiem et Spes,” Mons. Monsengwo reminded those present that “the Church is the sign and safeguard of the transcendent character of man, of his innate right and his fundamental liberties.”


The Church, then, according to the President of the Congolese Bishops, “calls the conscience of every son and daughter of our country, fully conscious of the enormous position he is placed in, to make a responsible use of his liberty and make a just choice.”


The night before the first round of Presidential elections, the anniversary of the nation’s independence, bishops of the National Episcopal Conference of Congo’s Permanent Committee wrote, “After 45 years of delay, of which 15 were spent in a useless, long transition, the Congolese people hope that with the upcoming elections 2006 will finally see the institution of a true State. The eyes of every Congolese person are on the election. All the social forces and all the workers for the political parties have mobilized themselves for this moment, which we hope will inaugurate a new era for the country.”


“There is a need,” the bishops caution, “to negotiate this passage with wisdom so that our dream is not transformed into a nightmare, as happened immediately after the independence of our country in 1960.


“During our ad limina visit to Rome, Pope Benedict XVI recommended that we assure our faithful of the closeness of the spirit at this time when all the inhabitants of the country are invited to work for peace and reconciliation after so many years of war that claimed millions of victims,” the bishops said.


In the message, “signs of hope” and “places of shadow” that have already weighed in on the destiny of the Democratic Republic of Congo are noted. As for the former, the bishops once again express their satisfaction for the Constitutional referendum that was held in December “the evident privation and difficult meetings notwithstanding. The organization of the Constitutional referendum could be considered an important stage for our country by bestowing on it a new structure.”


Among the difficulties were those relating to security, “particularly in North Katanga, in Kivu and Ituri, an insecurity that represents a menace to peace.” For this reason, the document condemned “the considerable slowness in forming a unified republican army. In the meantime, the poorly paid and under equipped army, although contributing to peace and security, has abused its power and become a menace to the citizens it should protect.” Another problem arises “from the insufficient sensitivity of the population to the Constitution, the lack of a debate on certain Constitutional arrangements that mortgage the future of the country.” The bishops also denounced the exasperation of the ethnic differentiation by some political forces that have proclaimed themselves as “natives,” and the verbal violence of some political leaders.


On the social level, the message concludes that the poverty in which most of the population lives is “an inhumane and intolerable misery.” Poverty due to ten years of civil war with its corollary “plundering of natural resources, destruction of public infrastructure, rape and pandemic of AIDS.” Because of this, the bishops affirm that “it is not an exaggeration to say that Congo has undergone one of the worst humanitarian crises after the Second World War.


The bishops turned themselves over to the community of the faithful during Lent, praying for the success of the elections, and directing fervent prayers to the Madonna so that Congo may find peace.

The Church Denounces the Violence that is still Happening in Several Eastern Zones of the RDC


Despite the peace accords of 2003, vast areas of the Democratic Republic of Congo are still not peaceful. For example, in Katanga, in the southern part of the country, armed groups have created a serious humanitarian emergency.


The local bishops have expressed their fears about the violence provoked by the Mai-Mai militia several times, and have sent a memorandum to the President of the Republic and to the Special Representative of the Secretary General of the United Nations in the Democratic Republic of Congo.


After the war, the Mai-Mai militia was formed and armed to defend the integrity of the country, states a memorandum signed by Mons. Floribert Songasonga, Archbishop of Lubumbashi, Mons. Vincent de Paul Kwana, Bishop of Manono, and Mons. Fulgence Muteba, Bishop of Kilwa-Kasenga. But after the peace accord, “the Global and Inclusive Accord, and the reunification of the Democratic Republic of Congo, we sincerely believe that they no longer have a reason to exist,” write the Bishops.


The Mai-Mai situation is complex, and the bishops affirm that “it is our advice that when one speaks of transition, one distinguishes between two categories of Mai-Main in Katanga. The first category is made up of those who go into the city and do not obey their leaders. Sometimes, they erect barriers, harass the residents and act like a second police force. This type of Mai-Mai is, essentially, only found in certain locations in the diocese of Kongolo. The second category is made up of Mai-Mai who occupy some places in the province’s territory and, as a result, avoid the central government’s control. This is the case in certain parts of the Kalamie-Kirungu, Manono, Kilwa-Kasenga, Kamina and Lumbumbashi dioceses.”


It is above all this last group that is responsible for “the most abominable violence committed against the people. The testimony of survivors and refugees describes serious crimes: homicide, burning down houses, kidnapping, confiscating people’s goods, theft, rape, etc. There are even signs of cannibalism.”


This violence has provoked a humanitarian catastrophe, in particular in Dubie and Mitwaba, in the northern part of the Kilwa-Kasenga and Manono dioceses. “In these places, there is a strong concentration of war-time refugees who, according to diverse testimonies, are fleeing the terror caused by a leader of the Mai-Mai, Kyungu Kasongo, also know as Gédéon. He has sown devastation in the region between Mitwaba, Manono, Dubie and Pweto,” the bishops say. To resolve this situation, the bishops of Katanga have made an appeal to the government and to MONUC (the United Nations peacekeepers in Congo). “They are seriously considering the Mai-Mai problem in Katanga, and they are resolving the transition process in the global sphere,” the bishops stated. The bishops asked to begin concrete operations to disarm, demobilize, and reintroduce members of the Mai-Mai militia into society.  They also asked that forces of order guarantee the pacification of the territories that are still outside of their control, thus permitting the electoral process to extend to the entire country.

“The Hope of the Church is the Youth,” Says Cardinal Etsou, Archbishop of Kinshasa


“The youth are our hope, as a Church and as a Nation. But, like all the bishops of the Democratic Republic of Congo, I am very worried about the growth of the so-called ‘street children,’” Cardinal Bamungwabi Nzabi Etsou, Archibishop of Kinshasa said. “These are children between the ages of five and 15 who have been abandoned and live in groups on the street. The situation is very complex because there are at least three types of ‘street children:’ those who work in mines, where they work very hard for little money, ex-child soldiers, who are being demobilized from the diverse militias that fought in the civil war, and those who are considered ‘wizards.’ In the last case, these children were sent away from their families because they were accused of being ‘wizards.’


“I regularly hold meetings with these children, in collaboration with the Brothers of Charity. In the Archdiocese of Kinshasa, we have had many diverse initiatives to help them. In particular, we created learning centers and introductory professional studies where children can learn a trade (masonry, carpentry, etc.),” affirms the Cardinal. “The Church cannot abandon these ‘street children’ both out of a sense of social responsibility and because they are our children who we baptized. The young gangs risk becoming a serious problem for public order. The children are organized in groups with leaders and lieutenants. There have already been episodes in which policemen have been disarmed by well organized, determined children.”

As for the future of the country, Cardinal Etsou affirms that “the Church hopes that the transition process will conclude peacefully with free and democratic elections. The Catholic Church is very committed to seeing this happen. We will continue to work to educate the Congolese about democracy, as we did for the Constitutional referendum, which happened peacefully and without incident” (Fides, December 19, 2005).

“I would like to make it clear that the Church does not take sides politically. Our concern is that of helping our children find their path. Our work is limited to supplying the instruments to make a free and knowledgeable choice to Catholics and everybody who wants them. Politics is a sphere limited to the lay who ought to undertake their responsibilities,” explained the Cardinal. “The response by the lay faithful was positive. I would like to cite, in particular, the lay associations like that of the intellectuals and the Catholic women who saw humble mothers receiving professional degrees.”

On the ecclesial level, Cardinal Etsou underlined the importance “of maintaining the Ecclesial Communities Living the Foundation (CEVB, Fides January 16, 2006) throughout the country. These groups are the foundation of the concept of the Church – the family of God.

“One area where the Congolese Church ought to devote itself with determination is that of social communication,” added Cardinal Etsou. “In particular, we ought to create a Catholic television station to resist the growing influence of the sects that are making ample use of the methods of mass communication. The sects are foreign in origin, supported by important financial means. They attract the youth with music and the promise of a happiness that proves to be ephemeral. It is a phenomenon that risks putting the fundamental work of evangelization undertaken by the missionaries at risk. But the Catholic Church has the ability to respond to challenges because she is the true bearer of Faith, Hope and Charity,” the Cardinal concluded.

The Church Proclaims a Year of Reflection on Blessed Clementina Anuarite Nengapeta


Twenty years after the beatification of Clementina Anuarite Nengapeta, the Congolese Church has dedicated a year of reflection on the martyred nun. The year began December 1, 2005 and will end December 1, 2006. It is the example of the Congolese Blessed that is at the center of the reflection offered by the superiors of the institutes of religious and apostolic life in the Democratic Republic of Congo. The institutes held their Plenary Assembly January 15-22 near the Nganda Catholic Center in Kinshasa. Blessed Anuarite was, in fact, used as the model of confronting the evils that afflict Congolese society. “After so many years of was, the country is not completely peaceful yet, despite the efforts we have undertaken. In effect, we are living in a political contest and an economic crisis. This will have consequences in the religious and cultural realm,” explained a dispatch handed out by the religious Superiors at the end of the Plenary Assembly. 


In their analysis, the religious underlined the social injustice that was dividing the country. “One can ascertain, on the one hand, the material opulence of a minority, and on the other, the misery of the majority. The fabric of the economy is so badly torn that a large part of the population does not have an adequate income. To this is added the terrible management of public funds that goes unpunished, a loss of a sense of the common good, and a disrespect for the law.”


The consequences of this situation are serious on the social level. “The youth find themselves abandoned, and a lack of education is rampant. The destruction of social customs (corruption, rape, violence, etc.) has elected a government in our city without a model to refer to. Nobody is worried about the affirmation of anti-values or the lack of the idea of living to serve society. 


“In this context,” the superiors of the Congolese institutes of religious and apostolic life stated, “The consecrated life represents both a possibility and a challenge. Consecrated people try to be to the people what leaven is to bread. They try, in conditions that are often difficult and at the cost of thousands of sacrifices, to humanize our world through the education of the youth, healing the sick, helping others, and fighting for justice and peace.


“Perhaps,” continues the document, “consecrated people are at times close to the traps set by those who afflict society. Our people do not take the path to power, material wealth or diplomas. The population is not pleased with us when we live a lifestyle that is not evangelical but that contains regional or tribal tendencies. They also are displeased when we wall into esotericism or superstition.”


According to the religious Superiors, to improve this situation, there is a need to “rediscover our identity and charisms, and to emphasize our daily community life. This is why we have chosen Anuarite Nengapeta as our model. She gave her life 40 years ago in difficult circumstances, much like those we live in today. For us, she is an example of courage, faithfulness and charity.


“Only if we are well formed and informed will we be able to illuminate the knowledge of the population to elect competent people,” the religious Superiors wrote after a meeting the Congolese Catholic Church held for the civic education of the people.

The Church in the Democratic Republic of Congo – Facts


The history of the evangelization of the Democratic Republic of Congo goes back to the end of the 15th Century. In May 1491, Portuguese missionaries baptized the sovereign of the Kingdom of Kongo, Nzinga Nkuwu, who then assumed the Christian name Joao I Nzinga Nkuwu. His court and the inhabitants of the kingdom also converted to the religion of their sovereign. The capital of Kongo changed its name from Baji to San Salvador.


In 1512, the king of Kongo (a previous name for the country that would later be called Congo) had direct relations with Pope Leo X. The king sent a delegation to Rome led by Enrico, son of King Alfonso. In 1518, he was consecrated titular bishop of Utica by Leo X, becoming the first bishop to come from central Africa.


During the 16th Century, missionary work continued in the Kingdom of Kongo with the arrival of four Jesuits who opened a college. The growth of Catholicism forced the Holy See to erect the diocese of San Salvador in 1585, followed by Manza-Kongo at the end of the century.


With the creation of the Sacred Congregation for the Propagation of the Faith (“de Propaganda Fide”) in 1622, a new urgency was given to the missions in the Kingdom of Kongo and nearby Angola when, in 1645, a Capuchin mission was opened.


In 1774, secular French priests began a mission. A halt in the missionary work happened in 1834 when Portugal, which had been faithful to the evangelization of the Kingdom of Kongo, suppressed male religious orders in overseas colonies. Missionary work began again in 1865 when the French Fathers of the Holy Spirit (The Spiritists) started a mission in the Kingdom of Kongo. When Belgian penetration began, other missionary orders arrived: The Missionaries of Africa (The White Fathers) in 1880, The Missionaries of Scheut in 1888, the Sisters of Charity in 1891, and the Jesuits, who returned in 1892.


The missionary work was bearing fruit: in 1917 the first Congolese priest was ordained. In 1932, the first Episcopal Conference of the Belgian Congo was held. The Catholic Church also has the distinction of founding the first university in the country, the University Lovanium, opened by the Jesuits in Leopoldiville, currently Kinshasa. The following university, opened in 1957, had the first theology department in Africa.


In the 50s, the achievement of the local clergy began to consolidate. In 1956, the first Congolese bishop was consecrated, Mons. Pierre Kimbondo. In 1959, Mons. Joseph Malula became archbishop of Leopoldiville, and ten years later was made Cardinal.


The Church went through a difficult time in the 70s due to the nationalist politics of President Mobutu. In the name of returning to “the authentic” local culture, he was in sharp contrast with the Catholic Church, which was considered part of European culture. The Church reaffirmed its mission and enculturation in the local society with a document titled “The Church at the Service of the Nation of Zaire” in 1972, and another document in 1975 called “Our Faith in Jesus Christ.” Following the state’s seizure of Catholic schools, the Congolese Episcopal Conference published the “Zairian Episcopacy’s Declaration on the Present Situation” (Mobutu had changed the country’s name to Zaire).


The two visits of Pope John Paul II in 1980 and 1985 gave new vigor to the local Catholic community. The second visit was on the occasion of the beatification of Sr. Clementina Anuarite Nengapeta, who was martyred in 1964.


From 1992-1994 an acknowledgement of the Catholic Church’s role in society during the transition to a democratic system was given by the President of the Sovereign National Conference to Mons. Laurent Monsengwo Pasinya, Archbishop of Kisangani and the current president of the Congolese Episcopal Conference.


The Catholic Church in Congo has 47 dioceses and archdioceses with 73 bishops and archbishops. There are 2,979 diocesan priests, 1,635 priests in religious orders, 1,113 brothers and 7,883 nuns. In addition, there are also 63,447 catechists.
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1. Overview: Mission in Asia in 2006

Signs of hope, a few steps further, small achievements in the lives and testimony of Christians, but also difficulties, obstacles and sometimes persecutions: the evangelisation of Asia continues, through dialogue, enculturation, missionaries and priests, religious and lay persons who offer their life to incarnate the message of Jesus Christ. From Pakistan to the Philippines, from India to Indonesia and to the remote islands of Oceania, the tireless work of men and women keeps alive the flame of faith, rooted in the Eucharist and expressed through Charity, even in difficult places and complex situations.

Mission and defence of minority groups

It happens, for instance, in south eastern Pakistan, in the Apostolic Prefecture of Quetta, on the border with Iran and Afghanistan, a mountainous and impervious land where there is a small Catholic community of poor peasants and farmers. With their humble daily work, in silence and prayer, these catholic families bear their witness of Christian life. Quetta, a city of about three million inhabitants, is in the Province of Belucistan, a deserted and often inaccessible place. The Catholics are about 30 thousand and the Prefecture is led by Mgr Victor Gnanapragasam, of the Oblate Missionaries of Mary Immaculate. “It is not easy to profess one’s faith in a country where we are often seen as second rank citizens”, some local faithful said to Fides Agency “where we often become the selected target for radical Islamic militants”. The Apostolic Prefect also lives this same situation, “I can’t visit the various communities of the Prefecture often. But I still know they continue to gather on a regular basis to pray, to celebrate and share the Word of God, in spite of the hostility and difficulties they meet”. The prefecture, however, also runs a school, attended by many Christian and non-Christian children, and a shelter-home for emergency social services, delivering assistance to orphans, abandoned women and extremely poor families.

At Quetta the missionary experience of the religious Orders also continues, like the Oblates of Mary Immaculate (Omi), where Pakistani Christians are a small minority, strong in faith, which tries to live out their charisma in prayer and study, by serving their neighbours, working for peace and harmony, interfaith dialogue and human promotion.

In Pakistan life is not easy for Christians; that is why, as the Seminary of the Justice and Peace Committee underlined, the society needs to be united in struggling against corruption and religious fanaticism, a united people that respects the founding values of the nation. Among the most serious problems is unemployment and the spreading of religious fundamentalism, which are harmful for politics as well as for the society at large. The Church works to put an end to the discriminations and demands a more serious commitment in the struggle against corruption. Another problem is that of the “preachers of hatred”, fundamentalist elements who sow ethnical and religious hatred in the society, contributing to the breakdown of Pakistani society, which should instead be built on pluralism and tolerance. The Christians exhort the government of Pakistan to put greater efforts in fighting against fundamentalism in the society, in cities, in schools, in the mass media, since integralistic groups, when left uncensored, often reinforce their fanatic campaigns. In 2006 the Church has carried on with its mission of awareness and defence of religious minorities, for the safeguard of their dignity and rights, aiming at contributing to the construction of a harmonious society. For this reason the Catholic Community re-asserted its rejection of the “blasphemy law”.

Furthermore, it lent its support after the tragic earthquake that occurred in October 2005 in Kashmir: during 2006 Caritas assisted 9,200 families of refugees, treating more than 50,000 people and collecting more than 4 million dollars, an extraordinary contribution in terms of economic resources and humanitarian aid. The Bishop underlined the results achieved in public health in particular, in preventing the insurgency of epidemics and in treating the sick.

Evangelising under “anti-conversion” laws

The situation is different in India, where the mission of the Church takes place in a context of democracy and pluralism, though it is run through by nationalistic uprisings and the pressure of Hindu integralistic groups. The year opened with the Bishops’ wish for 2006 to be a year yielding a fresh air of peace, optimism and harmony. The Bishops’ Conference of India pointed out that the Catholic Community would continue to take care of the least, the marginalized, the people affected by terminal illnesses, regardless of race, culture, social status and religion. Following the model of Mother Theresa of Calcutta, the Church will give a contribution of humbleness, devotion and peace within the Indian society, bearing witness with its works to its desire to “heal the sores” that afflict the people, to give back dignity to every human being, to create an environment of social harmony and disinterested help.

At the beginning of 2006, the Bishops gathered in an Assembly (8-15 February in Karnataka) to focus on the topic of education and on taking care of the marginalized, which are fields that characterise the activity and presence of the Catholic Church in the society and nation of India. Education, which is assured by numerous catholic institutes covering a whole range of levels and types from primary schools to universities, is offered to many non-catholic students; its care for the least and the marginalized and its services to the poor and the destitute involve people, groups and Catholic institutions that work throughout India today with the same spirit as Mother Theresa.

During the works of the assembly of the Bishops’ Conference the Bishops renewed the appointments within their conference: Cardinal Telesphore Toppo, Archbishop of Ranchi, was confirmed as President of the Bishops’ Conference, while Mgr Stanislao Fernandez, Archbishop of Ganhinagar, was appointed Secretary General for the new term. The assembly of the Archbishops ended with the wish to “build a new India, where every young person will have the chance to be educated”, and with an appeal to let the dalit, the outcastes, the excluded, take part in the country’s development and in its public life.

During 2006, unfortunately, attacks were again led against Christians in India by Hindu extremists. This matter is of concern for the Indian Church and it was raised several times during the year by the Bishops, who have repeatedly demanded respect for the law from the State.

A Catholic Bishop and three priests were the target of an attack by Hindu integralists on January 29th: Mgr Thomas Dabre, Bishop of Vasai, close to Mumbai (State of Maharashtra) had gone to visit the village of Ghosali, in his diocese, an area inhabited by tribal groups, to celebrate the opening of a new shelter for orphans and street children. The Bishop was accompanied by three priests (Fr. Oneil Faroz, Fr Philip Vaz and Fr Andrew Rodriguez). More than a hundred activists of the “Bajrang Dal”, a Hindu integralistic group, threw stones to them.

Cardinal Ivan Dias, who was the Archbishop of Mumbai at the time and is now Prefect of the Congregation for the Evangelisation of the Peoples, called the attack against the Bishop “an unjustified act of barbarous violence, a disgrace for our Indian culture made of respect and tolerance”.

The mission was seriously hindered also by the introduction and reinforcement of the so-called “anti-conversion laws” that are in force in several Indian states. In 2006 a law of this kind was passed in Rajasthan, and it was defined a “defeat for human rights and religious freedom” by Christians and international organisations. In the states of the Indian Union, similar provisions are in force also in Orissa, Madhya Pradesh, Gujarat, Uttar Pradesh, Arunachal Pradesh and Chhattisgarh. Civil associations and religious groups in Rajasthan have decided to act legally against the law by petitioning to the Supreme Court.

The document outlaws “any attempt to convert a person from one religion to another by use of force, persuasion or other fraudulent means” and the penalties range from prison (“no less than two years”) to a 50 thousand-rupie fine.

It was said that the law would contribute to “maintaining harmony among people of different religions”, but on the contrary it may generate the adverse effect, increasing religious tensions. Indeed, in other states where a similar law was introduced, the Christians have been attacked by Hindu extremists who accuse them of converting people by using “force and deception”. The wording of the document is quite vague and can be used to limit a wide range of religious activities, such as charity, for example, or any other act of evangelisation. On the other hand, it contains nothing against re-conversion to Hinduism. The Church says that the introduction of the law is a matter of serious concern and an affront to the Indian Constitution that guarantees religious freedom.

The Catholic laypeople have therefore asked the government to draft a “White book” on conversions and violence against religious minority groups, re-asserting their struggle for freedom of conscience and religion. According to the lay Catholic associations, today in India it is necessary to draw up a document collecting all the testimonies concerning episodes of intolerance of Hindu extremist groups against religious minorities.

In spite of the difficulties, the mission of the Church carries on. Among the good news, the Verbites (Society of the Divine Verb, Svd) have opened a new religious Province in north eastern India including the States of Arnachal Pradesh, Assam and Tritura. With 22 missionaries it is called “Province of Guwahati” and it will be led by the Provincial Superior, Fr Cyprian Pinto. The Verbite missionaries have given an important thrust to evangelisation and the promotion of human development and reconciliation in the troubled area of north eastern India, torn apart by tensions and internal violence.

The presence of religious orders in India has always been important for evangelisation and human promotion, as proven by the experience of the Salesians, who celebrated the hundredth anniversary of their presence in 2006. The presence of the Salesian missionaries in the Indian subcontinent is significant and precious, with their support in terms of pastoral care to the local Churches, especially in taking care of and educating street children. To celebrate the anniversary, the Rector Major of the congregation, Fr Pascual Chavez, visited the Salesian communities. The first group of missionaries arrived in Thanjavur, in India, in February 1906. During 2006 the religious have also opened a new Pilgrimage Centre for the youth: it is a useful structure for prayer and spiritual retreats, pastoral initiatives and meetings, devoted to youth pastoral care in the city of Hyderabad, the capital of Andra Pradesh in south eastern India.

Civil war and reconciliation

In Sri Lanka the situation is seriously degenerating due to the state of general violence. During 2006 the clashes continued between the army and the Tamil militants, inflicting great sufferance to the civil population. The conflict re-awakened with the first episodes of violence at the beginning of 2006, and it has slowly increased in its intensity in spite of the efforts of the international community and the Norwegian mediation. As the months went by it became a real war: artillery cannon fire, bombings, naval battles, with many victims, dead and wounded, on both sides, among the Sri Lankan army and the Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE).

Mission in such a context means to be an instrument of reconciliation, the local Church explained, while working to try and “be a bridge” between the parts at war and striving to heal the wounds of war by assisting thousands of internally displaced people (40,000 people suffer from hunger and diseases only in the eastern districts of Trincomalee and Batticaloa).

The Catholic Church in Sri Lanka continues to work for reconciliation: “A common effort for peace is a must. As Catholic community we have always called for a political solution, to help our community to live in the country in peace and dignity”, wrote Mgr Oswald Gomis, Archbishop of the Capital, Colombo.

In 2006, with the escalation of violence, many international non-governmental organisations have closed down their post-tsunami reconstruction projects and have left Sri Lanka, since the difficult situation of violence does not guarantee minimum conditions of safety to their operators. Caritas Internationalis called the war “a second tsunami”, since the escalation of violence has heavily conditioned reconstruction works. Furthermore, the Catholic priest Rev Jim Brown, 34 years old, belonging to the diocesan clergy of Jaffna, and the lay Catholic Wenceslaus Vimalathas, father of five children, disappeared from Jaffna on the 20th of August. The local Church is extremely worried for them and the faithful are full of concern. Continuous vigils of prayer are held locally and many still fear for their lives. The Bishops wrote to the President of Sri Lanka, Mahinda Rajapakse, launching an appeal for the two to have their lives spared and requesting the civil and military authorities to get involved in their research.

The Gospel conquers the youth

On the contrary, a country where mission bears increasingly copious fruits is Mongolia, where the opening to democratic values and to the outside world is creating more and more opportunities for the Church’s pastoral care and evangelisation, as Mgr Venceslao Padilla, Apostolic Prefect of Ulaan Baatar explained, recalling that “when the first Catholic missionaries, one from Belgium and two from the Philippines, arrived in Mongolia in 1992, no one had ever heard of Jesus in this country before”.

The Bishop, who leads the Catholic Church in Mongolia, explained that since then 3 parishes were founded for the 300 baptised Mongolian Catholics. Furthermore, “now that the government is taking steps toward democracy, there is much hope for the mission of the Catholic Church in this immense country”. The government permits Catholic education and it even asked the Church for help in the field of education and social work. Evangelisation, however, still requires a good deal of patience. There are currently 56 missionaries from 14 countries in Africa, Asia, Europe and Latin America, who work in Mongolia and contribute in making the Christian message flourish after years of darkness marked by the communist ideology. Today, compared with the past, there are much more people in the country interested in the Catholic faith. There is greater trust in the Church, while even in recent times there was a sort of shame in defining oneself as a member of a religion considered “new”. Today the people of Mongolia are more aware, they are more open and trustful with regard to the Catholic faith and the new baptisms that take place every year are evident proof to this.

The community is seriously involved in social work: the preparation programme for Baptism is called “School of Charity” and it requires people to know their faith and the liturgy, to go through biblical formation, but also to be active in social work and service.

In the Country, the faithful explain, the new evangelisation is going very well: new churches open up because the old ones are full and they can no longer provide pastoral care for all the people of God that are entrusted to them. The people have an open heart: many non-Christians go to church, they are curious about faith and there are many conversions.

The ones who approach us, says Mgr Padilla, are especially young people from 16 to 30, who “thirst for God. The communist regime had created a void in the soul of the people. Today Jesus Christ, proclaimed by the Church, fills that void”.

In the meanwhile the first Church in Ulaan Baatar, named after St Peter and St Paul, is complete and fully functional. Now the churches in the city are three. To see the missionaries, religious and lay people, putting all their energy at work in social service is often the spark that generates conversions among others. They help the poor, the homeless, the alcohol-addicted, they welcome and feed street children and assist families in trouble, they organise schools, social centres and hospitals. “People ask themselves: why do they do this? And they want to know them better. The free and disinterested apostolate of the missionaries generates many conversions. And young people let themselves be immediately involved in these activities: they want to give themselves, they are full of ideals that the society cannot grasp and respond to, and here, in the Church of the poor, they recover themselves in a dimension of love for the other” the Prefect continues.

To try and respond to the wide-spread poverty in the society, Fr Gilbert Sales, from the Philippines, a missionary of Scheut, works in Mongolia to recover and give back hope to young abandoned people who live in the sewers by prostituting themselves or stealing, young people who die from tuberculosis, scabies, urinary or sexually transmissible diseases. His activity began in 1995. in a few months he had 40 children and rented an apartment in town to take care of them. Thanks to the help offered by “Missio” in Germany, the Verbist Caring Centre was created, welcoming up to 120 children. With a staff of about 30 people, Catholic and non-Catholic lay people, the children are offered a meal and a warm bed, clean clothes and especially school education, which is the key to their future.

The Verbist Caring Centre is not a Catholic centre: it is a non-denominational centre, approved by the government as a non-denominational Non-Governmental Organisation. But as the children grow up they often ask to go to church (three km from the centre) and take part in the catechism lessons. Some of them have followed this path and have been baptised, a phenomenon that continued into 2006.

The Salesian “Savio Children’s Home” stands out for its commitment in helping children. It is at Amgalang, not far from Ulaan Baatar, and currently hosts 45 young girls and boys. In 2006 about 100 foreign volunteers, mostly from Korea, offered their help for the various activities of the centre.

The Salesian community is working for the completion of the structure and to strengthen the relationship with the Don Bosco Technical Centre of Ulaan Baatar where 23 of their students attend the courses. The centre has 230 students in total. The “Savio Children’s Home” is not the only Salesian work of this kind in Mongolia. There is also the Darkhan Educational Centre in the north of the country, where 87 young people are helped with classes in English and Computer science. The Salesians have a good reputation in Mongolia due to their contribution in the field of education.

Missionary animation, dialogue and pluralism

 It is a very delicate task to be animators and missionaries in Indonesia, a country where the population is largely Islamic, characterised by a pluralism of ethnic groups, cultures and religions spread over a territory of 17 thousand islands. In 2006 the Church therefore devoted its efforts to train qualified animators capable of proclaiming the Gospel with courage and competence. “The work of missionary animation, carried out throughout the vast territory of the Indonesian islands is of essence” explained Fr Patrizio Pa, an Indonesian Verbite missionary, National Director of the Pontifical Missionary Society in the country. “We need to kindle the flame of mission, to make the missionary spirit enter the local churches and grow, so that each local community may live with a heart projected toward proclamation, in simplicity, dialogue, in a spirit of service, yet maintaining evangelisation as its pole star”.

The activity of the Indonesian Pontifical Missionary Society is focussed on increasing and improving the awareness and the formation of priests, religious men and women, but especially lay people. The role of the laity, in fact, is crucial in such a scattered land as Indonesia. Among the most crucial pastoral challenges, the role of dialogue in Indonesia, just as in other Asian countries, is fundamental. And solidarity as well: it is well-proven by the work of the Pontifical Missionary Society, of Caritas and of the entire Indonesian Catholic world in providing humanitarian aid and support to reconstruction after the earthquake that struck the island of Java at the end of May 2006, damaging the city of Yoyakarta, killing 6,000 people, wounding 30 thousand and creating 350,000 displaced.

After sending in volunteers to respond to the emergency, the Catholic organisations continue to be active in supporting the great international organisations (The UN High Commissary for Refugees, the UN World Food Program, FAO) which allocated their resources. They are active especially in helping the displaced, thanks to their fuller understanding and close contact with the territory. Fr Mulyatno, from the diocese of Semarang, coordinator of the aid of the local Church, said that “Christians work tirelessly alongside the Muslims”, showing that “solidarity is borderless, regardless of religion: it is a matter of serving human beings who suffer”. Help never came less even after the following earthquake that struck the district of Bandung in July, again on the island of Java: the local Church organised a Centre for the distribution of food and medicines only a few hours after the disaster. The Catholics also took care of assisting people with emotional traumas from a psychological point of view, especially children, thanks to a team of psychologists. “Compassion and solidarity are our task: charity is the heart of mission”, said Fr Patrisius Pa, Director of the Indonesian Pontifical Missionary Society to the Fides Agency.

A huge mobilisation to defend human life took place also for the three Indonesian Catholics executed on 22 September at Palu, on the island of Suwalesi. The Catholic community organised vigils of prayer and hoped for an act of clemency till the very last minute. Indonesian justice, however, followed its course. In August Pope Benedict XVI asked the Indonesian President, Susilo Bambang Yudhoyono, for an act of clemency, and he postponed the date of the execution. Afterwards, the Procure of Suwalesi fixed a new date for the execution, and it was carried out. Fr Ignatius Ismartono, an Indonesian Jesuit in charge of the Inter-religious Affaires for the Bishops’ Conference, said to Fides Agency: “We should still underscore that once the case was taken up and pointed out by a network of Christian groups only, there was a change of perspective: from the level and language of justice and legality, to that of a clash between religious communities. We need to involve the Muslim groups in the campaign for a moratorium on the death penalty for everyone’s sake”. Mgr Vincentius Sensi, the Indonesian Bishop of Maumere (Island of Flores) agreed, and underlined: “We cried out and led this campaign not only for the three Catholics, but for human life in general: and we shall continue in the future, side by side with our Muslim brothers”. The campaign against the death penalty is an example of fruitful dialogue between Christians and Muslims in a country still laden with integralistic ferments that oppose the peaceful coexistence of all religious communities. 

The “Good News” by radio in an Islamic context

The good auspices of mission reach Asia also by means of the media: in one of the poorest countries in the world, Bangladesh, the presence of “Radio Veritas Asia” in Bengali is crucial for mission. At the beginning of February 2005 it celebrated its 25th anniversary. The event was celebrated with great care and attention by the local Church, which considers the radio a precious instrument in keeping faith alive in the country and in supporting evangelisation. The Catholic community organised a day of meetings and celebrations that ended with the solemn Eucharist with faithful coming from the listeners’ clubs spread throughout Bangladesh’s 40 districts.

Radio Veritas is an important instrument in the life of the Catholic believers, who live in a predominantly Islamic context and are sometimes the victims of discrimination and violence. We should also point out that also Muslim men and women praised the work of Radio Veritas, underscoring its contribution to dialogue and peace. Specific programs in Bengali, broadcast on the frequencies of the Catholic Radio, are produced in the main studios of Radio Veritas in Manila, but also in India and Bangladesh.

While the mass media mission continues, the Catholic priests and religious, the missionaries and all the movements maintained a cautious attitude throughout 2006 with regard to the phenomenon of Islamic extremism. The government publicly stated that the threat of radical Islamism “is a real challenge for the country”, recalling the terrorist attacks and threats that occurred during the year.

The local Church asked all the faithful and missionaries to be extremely cautious in their daily activities. The Bishops observed that the Islamic extremists launched an anti-West campaign that could strike the Christian communities as well, and therefore invited the people not to expose themselves and to avoid any provocation. The Christian leaders of Bangladesh requested the government to offer more protection, security and peace to the people, in a country where there are 140 million people, where 85% of the people are Muslims and Christians represent less than 1% of the population (the Catholic community amounts to 280 thousand believers).

Missionary re-awakening under the regime

A country characterised by a significant missionary re-awakening in 2006 that gave new hope to everyone, was Myanmar. Though subject to limitations, the Church could bear a witness to the love of Christ that gave fruits of conversion and solidarity.

In 2006 the Burma community went through an extraordinary event: the appointment of Mgr Felix Khen Thang to auxiliary Bishop of the remote diocese of Kalay Myo. For his consecration the Apostolic Nuncio in Thailand and Apostolic Delegate in Myanmar, Mgr Salvatore Pennacchio, came to Myanmar. The proclamation of the Gospel reached this area of Burma thanks to the work of the priests of the Foreign Missions of Paris, and now it will continue with the pastoral care of the new Bishop and with the help of the religious personnel of the community.

New missionary stations were born in Myanmar in 2006 also thanks to the work of religious Orders such as the Franciscans and the Salesians. The Franciscans of the Order of the Friar Minors began a new mission at Yangon, the capital of Myanmar, wishing to proclaim the Gospel according to the Franciscan style of simplicity, meekness and joy to the local people, especially among tribes and ethnic groups who live in the mountain regions and have never received the Christian proclamation before. The missionary project will be led by a fraternity formed by Fr Jimmy Yakit, from the Philippines, and Fr Pierre and Fr Jean-François, from Vietnam. Other brothers should come from the Philippines, from India and from Indonesia. According to the Franciscan charisma, the brothers mean to give a witness of peace and reconciliation in a country still laden with social tensions and clashes between the governmental army and some ethnical minorities.

The fraternity, ready to begin its pastoral service in the country, gathered in Bangkok (Thailand) to start preparing and establish the first direct contacts with the new reality. The presence of the Franciscans in Myanmar is intended to help the Brothers of the local Church (spiritual animation of the clergy and the religious and pastoral animation) and begin the Franciscan formation to plant the Order of the Friar Minors in the region. Also the charisma of don Bosco attracts young people in Myanmar. They are conquered by the message of love of Jesus Christ and by the pastoral approach of the Salesians. Growing numbers of young people apply to join the Salesian religious family, animated by the desire to become “little evangelisers”.

The Salesian religious have many novices and aspirants in Myanmar, and the “Daughters of Mary Help of Christians” are also there. In May 2006 a new initiative was started in the country, the “Don Bosco Educational Services”. In the Wa area, furthermore, the agreement approving their missionary presence, which dates back to 25 years ago, was renewed once again.

Thanks to the presence of the Salesians and other religious orders, such as the Franciscans and the Jesuits, the Church in Myanmar is reinforcing its engagement for youth pastoral care: spiritual and pastoral activities specifically targeting young people, students and seminarists are thriving. The Catholic community is also engaged in recovering young people and teen-agers who have no education and often no family either, children who were forced to become child-soldiers in the past. The fruit of this work is an increase in vocations: in the diocese of Hakha, in western Myanmar, on the border with India, there are new seminarists, but in the whole country the number of young people who wish to offer their life to Jesus Christ increases, while new diocesan religious congregations are flourishing.

Furthermore, the Church in Myanmar supports the youth as the protagonists of evangelisation: often young Birmanian Catholic volunteers go to the villages in the rural areas and in the mountains that priests and religious cannot reach. The youth are often involved in social activities, running schools, dispensaries and hospitals, especially in remote areas, thanks to the help of religious congregations.

Myanmar is a country governed by a military junta conceding very little in terms of religious freedom. In a predominantly Buddhist country, the Catholic community amounts to 600 thousand faithful over 51 million inhabitants, who are allowed to witness their faith and practise their worship. The faith of the Catholic community is expressed especially through its works of charity: the Church runs houses for disabled people and for the terminally ill, leper hospitals and orphanages where people of all religions are welcome. There are also many schools which are run by women religious congregations especially.

Vocations to priesthood and consecrated life flourish

The mission in Vietnam is generating a new stem of vocations to priesthood and to consecrated life: many young people chose to offer their life to the Lord, the seminaries of the Vietnamese Church are full and register new requests every year. It is a good sign of hope for the future of the Catholic community. In the last five years the Catholic Church in Vietnam has grown by 14.39%. Due to this flourishing of vocations, the Vietnamese government has granted the Major Seminary of Hanoi the authorisation to accept new seminarists every year, while it could previously accept only a limited number of students every two years. Among the Catholic, more than 5.5 million, religious practise is at a very high level (80-90%). Visitors from abroad are often surprised to see the plentiful participation of the faithful to the Sunday Masses as well as to Masses during the week.

Religious orders are also growing; within the limits enforced by the government they have increased by 77.74% (male) and 51.44% (female).

The congregation of the Salesians of don Bosco declared that the new novice house at Ba Thon, in the outskirts of Ho Chi Minh City, is now complete. The Salesian community of Ba Thon was born in 1975 as a small parish; as the time went by it grew and opened a small Professional Training Centre and an oratory which a local school uses as its premises. Vietnam has the highest number of Salesian novices in the whole Salesian Region of Asia East-Oceania. The growth of the Salesians in Vietnam was made known by Fr Francesco Cereda, the Order’s Counsellor in charge of Formation, who visited the Asian country in 2006.

The charisma of St Francis of Assisi is also growing in Vietnam. In order to encourage the brothers, the Clarissians and the Vietnamese Franciscan laity in their pastoral care, to show the feelings of fondness and closeness of the Order to the local Catholic communities, in 2006 the General Minister of the Order of Friar Minors, Fr José Rodrìguez Carballo visited the St Francis Province in Vietnam. It was the first time for a General Minister of the Franciscans to officially visit the Province, thanks to a special visa issued by the government of Vietnam. During his visit, Fr Carballo met the majority of the Vietnamese brothers, he visited the Clarissian monasteries and spoke and prayed with various fraternities of the Secular Franciscan Order and with the Franciscan Missionaries of Mary.

The General Minister expressed his appreciation for such “a lively and promising” Franciscan reality, and he spurred the entire Vietnamese Franciscan family to “trust in the Lord and trustfully continue on this path”. The Franciscan Province of Friar Minors in Vietnam was founded 77 years ago and it now has 17 houses scattered around the country. The brothers, sisters and lay members of the Franciscan communities are involved in many pastoral activities and social services.

Mission in the society: defence of life and transparency

The mission of the Church in 2006 focussed on the urgent issues that shook the society in the Philippines, especially related to the struggle against corruption and violence and in favour of justice, peace and the defence of life.

The first message of the Bishops of the Philippines, at the beginning of 2006, stressed “the urgent need for renewal in the public life of the country” through moral values, and it was divided into three parts: pastoral situation, roots of the crisis and actions that need to be enacted.

The Bishops denounced “the failure of the political process in holding public officials accountable for their wrongdoings”, while the country was laden with the scandal involving President Gloria Arroyo. At the roots of the political chaos the Church believes there is “a crisis of moral values, a crisis of truth and justice, of unity and solidarity”. The consequence of this state of affairs is that “the common good and the cry of the poor are ignored”. That is why the Church has the prophetic mission to teach and spread the values of the Gospel and restore the moral dimension of the economical and political life of the country, exhorting to observe the laws and the Constitution.

This invitation resounded also during the most severe crisis that ever invested the country, regarding the “state of emergency” proclaimed in the country on 26th of February 2006 to prevent a coup d’état. Acknowledging its mission of peace and reconciliation, the Church launched an appeal for “cautiousness, sobriety, patience and vigilance”, re-asserting its absolute “rejection of violence, whatever group it may come from”. The Bishops requested everyone to respect the truth and the state subject to the rule of law, for the common good of the people and the entire nation, asking everyone to maintain an attitude of calm and unity.

The Church had a role also in the decision passed by the Congress of the Philippines to abolish the death penalty from the country’s laws. The Bishops and all the Christians expressed their satisfaction and appreciation to the government for a choice that was not seen as “a sign of weakness in front of crime”, but rather as “a victory of life”. A moratorium on all executions was in force in the country since the year 2000, the year of the Jubilee, after a proposal issued by the Catholic Church. “As Christians – said Mgr Pedro Arrigo, President of the Bishops’ Committee for pastoral care to the prisoners – we believe that those who have done wrong should have the chance to repent, change their life and attitudes, and ask for forgiveness for their actions”. Another field where the Church gave its contribution to the society is that of solidarity; the clearest example of this was the natural disaster that befell the Island of Leyte, struck by a typhoon and by floods that produced a landslide killing thousands of people and displacing at least as many. The immediate reaction of solidarity of the Catholic Church through Caritas Internationalis and the local Caritas helped in distributing necessaries, food, drinking water, clothes and blankets. The Catholic volunteers also tried to contact personally the displaced people’s families in order to identify specific needs and the people who needed help the most. Caritas made its resources and its engagement available during the emergency and after the disaster, but also in the following months of reconstruction.

The sore point which the country has still not been able to solve is the situation in the southern Philippines, on the Island of Mindanao and the Sulu Islands, where the Islamic minority lives and where several armed rebel groups are active. In 2006 the government carried out a military campaign (flanked by the support of US troops) in order to defeat the terrorist cells. This action also caused harm to the civil population, though, which suffered the consequences of the conflict and was displaced. The Christians of Mindanao organised initiatives of dialogue, debate and reconciliation, often involving Muslim leaders, and invited the people to remain united in their rejection of violence. Everyone still hopes in new sessions of talks between the “Moro Islamic Liberation Front”, the largest of the Islamic movements of Mindanao, and the government of Manila.

In the meanwhile “first evangelisation”, in its traditional, continues with the native groups on the mountains of Mindanao: the huge island inhabited by Christians, Muslims and natives is a land of mission where some courageous priests, religious and lay people bring the Good News. They reach even the most remote villages, in the forests or on the mountains, where native people who have never heard of Jesus Christ live. Fr Josè Aduana, of the Oblates of Mary Immaculate, runs a primary school in the mountain village of Pangipasan, and he lives in touch with these people who are divided in different tribes and have never been affected by the western civilization or by Islam.

The missionaries first and foremost help and support the natives in their campaign to keep their land, which in the past was often expropriated for political or economical reasons and given to companies that exploited its national or mineral resources. The defence of the land, the missionary explained, is the fundamental guarantee for the natives’ culture to survive. Secondly, the natives fight every day for their survival, since they live off subsistence agriculture and they need to be taught new agricultural techniques.

The Oblate missionaries also take care of medical treatment, health assistance and education for these people, working especially in the mountain district of Kidapawan. Thanks to the work of these missionaries, the life of the natives of Kidawapan has improved and the human, social and cultural development continues in harmony with their culture and traditions. By means of human promotion and putting into practise a process of “enculturation” of the Christian faith, the missionaries proclaim to the natives of Mindanao the message of God’s love and the redemption of humankind operated by Jesus Christ.

Evangelising the islands of Oceania

Evangelisation in the Pacific islands supports young people in particular. In the Solomon Islands archipelago, a British protectorate from 1890 that attained independence in 1978, the people have gone through a troublesome time of increasing social clashes, rampant crime and illegality. Now the social and civil leaders appeal to the MPs and to all the people of good will in order “not to waste the opportunity to lift up the country at last and lead it back onto the path of progress and wealth”. In this respect the Church works especially by offering its contribution in terms of education for the youth and in fighting social wrongs.

Formation for the youth and the students of the Solomon Islands, in terms of humanity, psychology, culture and spirituality, is of essence and is carried out through seminaries, meetings and retreats offered to young people at school.

The youth of the archipelago is laden with violence, drug and alcohol abuse and crime, the sign of a social uneasiness that the Church is trying to contribute in fighting, side by side with the institutions and organisations of the civil society. 50% of the population of the Solomon Islands (450 thousand people) is under 18 years of age. Unemployment is rampant among the youth. One of the main problems is that of education, which is very little spread: only 20-25% of the young people go to school and among those who possess a primary level degree only 35% continue their studies.

The Catholic community involves and trains young people also thanks to “Radio Bosco”, the radio started by the Salesians that celebrated its first year of age in 2006 and now accomplishes its precious service competently and effectively by spreading the word of the Gospel via the radio throughout the Pacific Islands. The comments of the young people who study are all positive and they reveal a wave of enthusiasm. The radio provides two significant opportunities: helping young people to grow and develop their capabilities and potential in serving the radio station, and providing help, assistance and information, such as spiritual formation and cultural programmes to a large part of the population.

The radio intends to “build up the community” and it is indeed a “communitarian” broadcasting service, no-profit and no-trade, supported by contributions and donations. Its focuses are education, health, youth and woman.-related topics, news, entertainment, music and the stories of common people. The Church in the Solomon archipelago believes the mass media are an unavoidable means to promote peace, justice and harmony in the nation and it works to train Catholic communicators to use the mass media and the new technologies, by promoting seminars for parishes, schools and associations.

Evangelisation in the remote Pacific Islands continues also thanks to male and female religious orders. A young religious congregation that is already extremely active is that of the “Missionaries of Our Lady of the Assumption”, which started in 1989 at Davao, in southern Philippines, and devoted itself since its very beginning to care for the poor and to missionary work. Now the religious sisters have crossed the boundaries of their country of origin and they have become a reference point for the Catholic community of the Solomon Islands and in other areas of the Pacific Ocean thanks to their dynamism and vitality exemplified by their pastoral action. The Missionaries of Our Lady of the Assumption reached the Solomon Islands in 1994 and are now engaged, in particular, in pastoral care for the natives, in assisting women and children in difficulties, working in the parishes, schools and youth pastoral care.

Also the Marist religious have spurred the “missio ad gentes” by sending religious for new apostolic tasks to several countries in Asia and Oceania. The Marist brothers were among the first courageous missionaries to go, more than a century ago, to the far and remote islands of the pacific archipelagos to help establish the first apostolic prefectures and evangelise the immense continent of Oceania.

2. Focus: Mission in Korea
A Church founded on the martyrs

The Church in Korea is a living community, professing a faith that is well-rooted in the history of its martyrs, which prays and celebrates the Eucharist, which practises charity, with special regard for its poorer brothers in North Korea, which evangelises the society defending the dignity of life and human dignity from the moment of conception to its natural end. This is the portrait of the Catholic community in South Korea, which has followed the path of mission in 2006 in different situations and in different ways.

The Korean Church is young, but among the Asian Churches it is one of the liveliest, with a significant acceleration in the number of baptisms and vocations and in its missionary dynamism within the country and in the ad gentes mission.

This “missionary tension” is typically Korean, since the particularity of the local Church is that it was not founded with the help of missionaries from abroad. History says that more than 200 years ago, at the end of the XVIII century, a group of young Korean scholars learnt about Catholicism while studying western literature. Their interest turned from curiosity to faith. After studying the Catholic doctrine, they sent one of their number to China to be baptised. In 1784 Lee Seung Hun, one of them, was sent to Beijing where he was baptised as Peter. Once back in Korea, he baptised his colleagues and that was the beginning of the Korean Church. Korea was indeed not evangelised by missionaries from abroad, but by Korean lay persons.

The Korean Church underwent persecutions at the beginning of its history, since the religion of the State was Confucianism. The persecution lasted about a hundred years and created more than 10,000 martyrs.

In more recent times – after World War II and the splitting of the peninsula in two states, North Korea and South Korea – the South had about a hundred thousand Catholics in approximately a hundred parishes, while the North had 55 thousand, spread over approximately fifty parishes. The regime of the North violently opposed the Christian community: the 166 priests and religious who were present at the time were imprisoned and unheard of since, while the community of Catholic believers progressively diminished.

In the South, on the contrary, the Church continued to grow and it now amounts to 4.5 million believers, approximately 9% of the population. The Korean Church offers a huge contribution to the evangelisation of Asia, especially by providing Christian formation to seminarists coming from China, Vietnam, Bangladesh, or by sending religious or lay missionaries to smaller Churches.

North Korea: a pastoral priority

To be “salt, light and leaven in the Korean society”, to work for the poor, the destitute, the marginalized, to be an instrument of reconciliation, especially “for our brothers of Northern Korea”: these are the priorities of the Korean Church, indicated by the Archbishop of Seoul, Cardinal Nicholas Cheong, who is also the Apostolic Administrator of Pyongyang.

In 2006 the charitable mission of the Korean Catholic community toward the North actually seems to have found fertile land since, after a two-year break, fresh talks have started again between the North and the South to improve trade relationships, security and transport. It seems that the rapprochement between the two Koreas, which started in the 2000 with an historical summit between the two heads of state, has started again, as is proven by what may be an age-shaking event for Caritas Korea: to receive complete responsibility over all cooperation projects in North Korea on behalf of Caritas Internationalis, starting with the beginning of 2007. In the past the Caritas office in Hong Kong dealt with the humanitarian activities and assistance to North Korea, where hunger, poverty, lack of education and health structures produce severe suffering among the population, especially among the weakest or most disadvantaged groups, such as women, children and elderly.

In order to set up the aid plan for 2007, the delegation of Caritas Korea has already met the representatives of the North Korean authorities, establishing a direct link with the National Committee for Economic Cooperation in North Korea. The delegation of Caritas Korea expressed satisfaction and optimism concerning the definition of the activities that will start in the months to come. Joy and enthusiasm – for the chance to help “the North Korean brothers” directly – could be perceived even at the Congress of Caritas Korea celebrated in summer 2006, when the “Aid Project for North Korea” drafted by Caritas Internationalis was received. The Caritas representatives of the 15 Korean dioceses and the participants to the Congress expressed their desire to continue their service to the poor, the marginalized and to immigrants with specific regard to their brothers of North Korea (more than 2 million people), who suffer from hunger and barely manage to survive.

In 2006 the Church of South Korea received confirmation to its hopes by favourable signs that may well be the harbingers of a new age of dialogue and good relationships with North Korea. Extremely relevant in this respect was the visit of the Catholic delegation from Seoul to North Korea in April 2006, to check on how the 11 million dollars sent to the North by the Church of the South were spent.

Furthermore, the meeting of hundreds of families divided by the frontier line immediately after the Korean war in 1953 was an extremely moving moment. These meetings that re-unite long-divided families started in 2000 and have involved, up to now, 14,500 people.

Charity rooted in the Eucharist

The Encyclical Deus Caritas Est says that the mission of charity must be rooted in the Eucharist. The gift of the love of God, which is contained and explained in the first encyclical letter of the Holy Father Benedict XVI, has reached the believers of Korea: the Bishops’ Conference of Korea has translated it into Korean and published the text of the Encyclical, which can be an important message for Korean believers and a relevant instrument of evangelisation.

Charity founded on the Eucharist: this was the leitmotiv of the Eucharistic Congress 2006, celebrated in the Archdiocese of Seoul. The Congress focussed on the theme of “Christ, Our Life” between June and September 2006.

During the Eucharistic Congress the example of St Andrew Kim Dae-geon, priest and martyr 160 years ago, was remembered. “We celebrate this Holy Mass – Cardinal Cheung said during the final Eucharist – for us to have the strength to follow his example and have his same faith. As descendants of the martyrs we are called to be authentic believers who practise sacrifice, love and sharing, which are the spirit of the Eucharist”. The Cardinal also expressed his wish that “one day a Congress like this may be held in North Korea” and said “Let us pray for our brothers in North Korea to receive the inestimable gift of the Eucharist”.

In consideration of the Eucharistic Congress, the diocesan community is bound to prepare itself by means of prayer, catechesis, dialogue, reflection and exchanging experiences. “It is a time of assessment that will be useful to look at the future and to the challenges of evangelisation with new hope and new enthusiasm” said a priest involved in organising the event. The Congress was widely attended by lay people and by the youth who are called to bear Christ in their daily life: “From the Eucharist they receive the mandate to give hope to this world, by proclaiming the Gospel of life” pointed out Cardinal Cheung. The final celebration of the Congress was attended by more than 11 thousand believers, who prayed together and worshipped the Eucharist, re-asserting their faith and devotion to the Most Holy Sacrament. The final ceremony was broadcast live on the radio and on the public television giving many believers the chance to take part in it though they may have been ill or unable to be physically present.

Bioethics, defence of life and family

A field where the Korean Church is traditionally active is that of mission in the society by defending the value of life and of family. These are the themes that the Bishops of Korea indicated for 2006 as the object of a specific pastoral attention. The Bishops underscored the necessity to support families, for “every family to be a community of love”, a place which the love of God radiates from, and they said that “families are the best field for evangelisation and formation”. The centrality of family pastoral care gives a great degree of responsibility to the laity, which is active and strongly present in the Korean Church.

The care for families is accompanied by that for life, especially for the issues of bioethics that have become of international relevance in Korea in the last few years. In 2006 the Church of Korea continued its strenuous defence of the embryo, offering guidelines for research on adult stem cells, as demanded by the IV International Catholic Symposium on stem cells sponsored by the Catholic Research Institute of Medical Science at the University of Korea.

The Symposium gathered scientists, academics, theologians and Catholic experts for a time of yearly reflection to debate bioethical issues and examine the latest guidelines and orientations in scientific research. More than 20 scholars took part in the Symposium, coming from Korea, Japan and the United States, who re-asserted the necessity to study and work on adult stem cells, not on embryonic stem cells that require the destruction of the embryos. The speeches underscored the improvement in terms of regenerating power of adult stem cells, with possible breakthroughs in treating diseases that are still incurable today. For several years now the Korean Church has lead an awareness campaign on respect for life from the moment of conception and on the defence of the rights of the embryo, saying no to cloning, which is an aberrant practise where human beings take the place of God.

A new Orionine missionary outpost 

A novelty for the Korean Church in 2006 was the arrival of the “Little Work of Divine Providence”, the Society of Fr Luigi Orione. In April 2006, Fr Luciano Felloni, from Argentina, and Fr Bernardo Seo Yong-Tae, from Korea, arrived in Korea, in the diocese of Uijongbu, to assist in the opening of an authentic Orionine religious community that can now give its evangelical witness and carry out charitable work for the good of the people of Korea. The stage of exploration and first contacts will last the whole of 2007, to allow them to get in touch with the territory of the diocese of Uijongbu, which has a population of about 3 million people, with only 160,000 Catholics.

“I believe our mission as religious within the Korean Church has two fundamental dimensions – Fr Luciano said – within the Church we must carry out a series of frontier services (social services in poor areas, care for immigrants, missionary animation, etc…), while the other important service will be toward the outward bound, ad gentes, toward those who have still not met Jesus Christ. It will be a service of dialogue, sharing, mutual understanding and testimony. To be at the side of the poor, of the rich, of everyone, helping them to discover Jesus as the centre and the meaning of life, helping them disclose the power of the heart and the value of human – and not only economic – advancement. We will start with the works of service and charity that God inspires us, according to the people’s needs. We can already see some options ahead: the service to immigrants in the diocese of Uijongbu, who come mostly from the Philippines, listening to them, comforting them, confessing them, celebrating the Eucharist and also (a typical Orionine service) accompanying them to the hospital and offering them legal assistance, to defend them from people who want to exploit them… Please pray for us!”.

* * *

The believers and the Bishops of Korea often repeat that “the mission of the Church in Korea is founded on the Korean martyrs, who gave their lives for the Lord and for his people: we feel so small compared to them, but we try to remain faithful to our mission”.

At the moment a Process of Beatification is in progress for over a hundred martyrs of Korea. Once it is over, it will be a huge event for the Korean Church. In 2003 the Holy See approved the opening of the Process of Beatification for 124 Korean martyrs. They are Paul Yun Ji-Chung and 123 fellow-martyrs who were tortured and killed in odium fidei in 1791, at the beginning of Christianity in Korea.

In 1984 John Paul II already canonised 103 Korean martyrs in Seoul. The Canonisation of the 103 Korean martyrs by John Paul II on Yeoido Square in Seoul in 1984 was the first canonisation to take place outside the Vatican, a memorable event for the Korean Church.

The Korean Catholic Church in figures

Catholics: 4,572,000 (out of a population of 48,217,000 inhab.) Dioceses: 16; Bishops: 29; Pastoral Centres: 2,245; Diocesan Priests: 2,761; Religious Priests: 554; non-priest Religious: 707; Religious (female): 8,463; Lay Missionaries: 86; Catechists: 24,219.

(source: Statistical Annual of the Catholic Church 2004)

CATHOLIC  PRAYERS IN THE LANGUAGES OF THE WORLD

PATER NOSTER, AVE MARIA , GLORIA PATRI 

INTRODUCTION


Why, would Fides News Service, at the Congregation for the Evangelisation of Peoples, choose the month of October to present a Dosser on the ‘Our Father’, the ‘Hail Mary’ and the ‘Glory be’ prayers in various different languages of the universal Church?


First of all October for Catholics has always been the month of the Prayer of the Rosary, secondly October is the Month dedicated to special prayer and attention for the Church’s missionary activity. The Month of the Rosary and the Month of Missions, therefore, go hand in hand. While working on this Dossier a providential and significant event convinced us that the initiative would be well received and appreciated. One of the first local Churches to answer our request for the main Catholic prayers in the local language came from the tiny Catholic community in Turkmenistan in central Asia, with an enthusiastic ‘thank you’, and copies of the Pater, Ave Maria, and Gloria Patri in Turkmen.  The Catholic Mission Turkmenistan was opened in 1997 and has a community of 50 faithful in a population of about 5 million.


These three prayers are seeds of evangelisation, seeds of Mission. The seed of the sower  which will grow into a great tree  … (cf Mt 13, 31). These three prayers tell of God’s infinite love for all mankind, His plan of Salvation, the Mystery of His presence in the world especially in the Sacraments. These three prayers also constitute the Rosary Prayer with which the faithful, in the company of Immaculate Mary, Mother of Jesus, reflect on the Joyful, Luminous, Sorrowful and Glorious Mysteries in the life of Jesus Christ God made man who died and is Risen from the dead to free all men and women from the power of Evil the « Prince of this world ».

PATER NOSTER


The « OUR FATHER » also known as the Lord’s Prayer, is the prayer Jesus gave his disciples when they saw him pray and asked him to teach them to pray: « When you pray say <OUR FATHER> (Mt 6, 9-13). Jesus says we human beings may dare us to address God as « Our Father ». We are human beings made of dust and destined to return to dust, of this we are reminded every year at the beginning of the month of Lent, <Memento quia pulvis es et in pulverem reverteris>, (Ash Wednesday Liturgy). « why are dust and ashes proud? », (Sir 10, 9) the Old Testament asks. Because of the coming of the Saviour. After creating man and woman  in His own « image and likeness» Gen 1, 26), God did not abandon them to death, the result of original sin, He promised a Saviour, announcing the Woman and her Offspring, who would strike at the Serpent’s head (cf. Gen 3, 15). This is why, saved by the One who became flesh in the womb of the Blessed Virgin Mary: « in the fullness of time, God sent his Son born of a woman… » (Gal 4, 4) « we have the COURAGE to say : Pater Noster » (AUDEMUS DICERE : Pater Noster). Yes « we have the COURAGE »… This prayer comprises 7 requests. We ask that God’s name may be revered, His Kingdom may come, His will be done, we ask for our Daily Bread, forgiveness for our sins, strength to overcome temptation, to be freed from the evil, Satan the author of sin and death (cf Wis. 1, 13-14, 2, 23-24). Certainly Our Loving Father could never abandon his children in this « vale of tears » (In hac lacrimarum valle) (cf. Salve Regina).

See Our Father prayer in various languages
http://www.fides.org/ita/dossier/2006/dossier_pater_noster.doc
AVE MARIA


 « HAIL MARY » is the Marian prayer par excellence. Archangel Gabriel comes to greet a young girl, about fifteen years of age: ‘Hail Mary, rejoice’, we might say. In fact he comes from God to tell Mary that she will be the Mother of the Messiah, Son of David, Son of God. Mary is overwhelmed, the Angel reassures her, the Holy Spirit will come upon you (cf Lk 1, pss). When Mary says « fiat mihi secundum verbum tuum », <be it done unto me as you have said> she says « yes » to God’s plan. And the Archangel Gabriel, witnessing the moment of the Incarnation of the Son of God in the womb of young Mary, bows still lower … … God has become man, He has in a way « shed » His divinity to take on our humanity. So we see the Hail Mary is not simply Marian devotion…it opens to the Most Holy Trinity, the Incarnation of the Father’s Son through the working of the Holy Spirit …


« Blessed are you among women and blessed is the fruit of your womb» Elizabeth, inspired by the Holy Spirit, will say to welcome the visit of Mary her cousin. At that moment Elizabeth felt her own child, the future John the Baptist, leap for joy in her womb (cf Lk 1, 39-45). Mary’s reply is the « Magnificat » : « My soul magnifies the Lord…Holy is his Name » (cf Lk 2, 46-56). Our prayer becomes Trinitan : Holy is the Name of God, as the Angels sang in the Temple of  Jerusalem: Sanctus, Sanctus, Sanctus… (cf Is. 6, pss).


The HAIL MARY later becomes the prayer of the Church which recognises Mary as « MOTHER OF GOD», pray for us « sinners now and at the at the hour of our death». She becomes OUR MOTHER, bringing us forth in pain, at the foot of the Cross : « Mulier, ecce filius tuus », « Woman behold your Son », and to the beloved disciple John, « behold you mother » (cf Jn 19, 23-27) « Ecce Mater tua ». Jesus gave us his Father: now he makes us a gift of his Mother!


« Holy Mary Mother of God » : Mother of the Word Incarnate, born in Bethlehem [Beth-lehem «House-of-Bread»], Bread of Life, Mother of the One who took bread and wine and said« This is my Body, this is my Blood »… Mary is the Mother of the ‘Living Bread’, present in the Eucharist until the end of time … Mary is the « woman of the Eucharist » as named by the venerable Pope John Paul II …and we have the courage to say : Mother of the Eucharist : « Ave verum Corpus, natum de Maria Virgine » : « Hail true Body, born of the Virgin Mary »’.


According to the testimony of former combatants from my village in France, on the battle field in Dien Bien Phu, Vietnam, all one heard was a muffled sound: the earth was strewn with the wounded and the dying: and the only words which came to those poor people in distress were : « Hail Mary… pray for us sinners now and at the hour of our death »… our Heavenly Mother was present, there at the hour of darkness when all seemed lost, energy, life… alone on a battle field… far from home country, family, loved ones. Mary is always present at the foot of the Cross!

See Hail Mary prayer in various languages
http://www.fides.org/ita/dossier/2006/dossier_ave_maria.doc
GLORIA PATRI


« GLORY BE TO THE FATHER, TO THE SON AND TO THE HOLY SPIRIT… », this Trinitarian prayer, also recited between each Rosary decade, evokes two passages of the Holy Scripture. The first, mentioned above, recalls the prophet’s vision (Isaiah chapter 6) in the Temple in the heavenly Jerusalem: « I saw the Lord seated on a high and lofty throne, with the train of his garment filling the temple… (the Seraphim) cried to one another : <<HOLY, HOLY, HOLY is the Lord of hosts, all the earth is filled with His Glory >> », acclamation repeated by the people after the Preface as we join the angels and sing, SANCTUS, SANCTUS, SANCTUS>>, and here we have these three acclamations addressed to the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit.


The second passage of Scripture is the Baptism of Jesus in the River Jordan : the Heavens «opened » (Lk, 3, 21), « in the form of a dove>> the Holy Spirit descends on Jesus. And a voice from heaven declares : <<you are my beloved Son with you I am well pleased [or you are my Son today I have generated you, Jerusalem Bible ]» (Lk, ibid., 22) ; « This is my beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased » (Mt 3, 17) ; « This is my beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased." » (Mk 1, 11).


This is the one and only vision of the Trinity in the whole of the Scriptures : the Son, the Holy Spirit, the Father. It is significant that Pope John Paul II asked the Church to prepare the Great Jubilee of the Year Two Thousand in the same order with three years of reflection dedicated respectively to the Son, the Spirit and the Father and for the Jubilee year be ‘intensely Eucharistic’, (TMA 55) placing us in the very heart of God, Three in One, as the present Pope Benedict XVI said recently: « The Triune God himself is the one and only God.» (Vigil of Pentecost, Meeting with Church Movements and new communities, 3 June  2006)


The Pater, Ave Maria, and Gloria Patri, prayed again and again all over the world, are like the seed of the Sower in the parable, falling on good soil prepared by missionaries, producing fruit, a hundred or sixty or thirtyfold. And in the task of universal evangelisation « go out to the whole world » (cf Mt 28, pss), the Blessed Virgin Mary has a special place, with a very special mission to all men and women, her children. We pray to her and she leads us to her Son « ad Jesum per Mariam », and she leads us to the foot of the Throne of the Most Holy Trinity. Just as Pope Benedict XVI said before the recitation of the Angelus, on 11 June 2006, solemnity of the Most Holy Trinity:


« The Virgin Mary, among all creatures, is a masterpiece of the Most Holy Trinity. In her humble heart full of faith, God prepared a worthy dwelling place for himself in order to bring to completion the mystery of salvation. Divine Love found perfect correspondence in her, and in her womb the Only-begotten Son was made man. ». 
see prayer Glory be to the Father, Son and Holy Spirit… in various languages

http://www.fides.org/ita/dossier/2006/dossier_gloria_patri.doc
Fides Service thanks all those who have contributed to the realisation of this dossier and welcomes texts of prayers in other langauges.(J.M.) (Agence Fides 22 October  2006
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