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AGENZIA DELLA CONGREGAZIONE PER L'EVANGELIZZAZIONE DEIPOPOLI




 FIDES Service - 30 September 2006

FIDES SPECIAL FEATURE
Instrumentum mensis Septembris 

pro lectura Magisterii Summi Pontifici Benedicti XVI, pro evangelizatione in terris missionum

Annus II – Numerus IX, September A.D. MMVI

In September the Holy Father, Pope Benedict XVI, made an apostolic journey to the Bavarian region of    Germany, 9-14, where he visited Munich, Altötting and Regensburg. The visit, his fourth outside Italy, was a pilgrimage to the places of the infancy and youth of Joseph Ratzinger, places which saw him become priest and then Bishop. A journey which the Pope retraced after his return during the general audience on 20 September. “The Journey – the Pope explained on that occasion - was not simply a "return" to the past but also a providential opportunity to look with hope to the future. "Those who believe are never alone": the motto of my Visit was intended as an invitation to reflect on the membership of every baptized person in the one Church of Christ, within which one is never alone but in constant communion with God and with all the brethren”. The Holy Father also mentioned the lecture he gave at Regensburg University where he once taught, explaining the real sense of his words. “As a theme – said Benedict XVI - I had chosen the issue of the relationship between faith and reason. To introduce my audience to the drama and timeliness of the topic, I cited some words from a 14th-century Christian-Islamic dialogue, with which the Christian interlocutor, the Byzantine Emperor Manuel II Paleologus - in an incomprehensibly brusque way for us - presented to his Islamic interlocutor the problem of relations between religion and violence. This citation, unfortunately, lent itself to misinterpretation. For the attentive reader of my text, however, it is clear that in no way did I want to make my own the negative words spoken by the Medieval Emperor in this dialogue, and that their polemical content does not express my personal conviction. My intention was quite different:  starting with what Manuel II subsequently said in a positive manner, with very beautiful words, about rationality that must guide us in the transmission of faith, I wanted to explain that it is not religion and violence but rather religion and reason that go together. The topic of my lecture - responding to the mission of the University - was therefore the relationship between faith and reason: I wished to invite [people] to the dialogue of the Christian faith with the modern world and to the dialogue of all the cultures and religions. I hope that in the various circumstances during my Visit - for example, when in Munich I emphasized how important it is to respect what is sacred to others - that my deep respect for the great religions, and especially for Muslims, who "worship God, who is one" and with whom we are engaged in preserving and promoting together, for the benefit of all men, "peace, liberty, social justice and moral values" (Nostra Aetate, n. 3), appeared quite clear. Therefore, I trust that after the immediate reactions, my words at the University of Regensburg will serve as an incentive and an encouragement for a positive, even self-critical dialogue, both between religions and between modern reason and the Christian faith”.

· SYNTHESIS INTERVENTUUM

1 September 2006 – Visit to the Shrine of the Holy Face at Manoppello (Chieti)

4 September 2006 – Message for 20th  anniversary of the Inter-religious Day of Prayer for Peace 
3 September 2006 - Angelus

6 September 2006 – General Audience 
9 September 2006 – Welcome Discourse in Munich  airport and Marienplatz 

10 September 2006 – Homily at Mass and Angelus at the new Trade Centre Munich 

11 September 2006 – Homily at Marian Vespers in St Anne’s Basilica, Altötting
11 September 2006 – Homily at Mass at Altötting Marian Shrine
12 September 2006 – Homily at Mass at Islinger Feld, Regensburg

12 September 2006 – Discourse at the University of Regensburg

12 September 2006 – Homily at ecumenical Vespers in Regensburg Cathedral 

14 September 2006 – Discourse to priests and permanent deacons in the cathedral of Freising and farewell address at Munich airport
15 September 2006 – Ceremony  for the leave-taking of Cardinal Angelo Sodano outgoing Secretary of State and appointment of Cardinal Tarcisio Bertone, new Secretary of State
16 September 2006 – Discourse to participants an International Conference on Stem Cells 

17 September 2006 - Angelus

20 September 2006 – General Audience
20 September 2006 – Telegramme for the death of Sr Leonella Sgorbati

22 September 2006 – Audience to Plenary Assembly of the Pontifical Council for the Laity 

23 September 2006 – Address to Bishops at the end of Seminar organised by the Congregation for the Evangelisation of Peoples
23 September 2006 – Audience to Bishops of Chad on ad limina visit 

24 September 2006 - Angelus

25 September 2006 – Audience to Cardinal Paul Poupard, and members of Muslim communities
27 September 2006 – General Audience 
29 September 2006 – Audience to Bishops of Malawi on ad limina visit 

· VERBA PONTIFICIS

Charity
Faith
Islam

Mission
West excludes God
Saint Corbinian and the Bear
Prayer
Scientific research
Priests
St Gregory the Great
Syncretism
· INTERVENTUS SUPER QUAESTIONES

Islam – Declaration by Cardinal Tarcisio Bertone, Secretary of State, with regard to certain parts of the Holy Father Pope Benedict XVI Lecture at Regensburg University
Mission - Catholic archbishop of Tai Pei issues open letter on the necessity of prayer and imitation of Jesus in social and political life and in times of national crisis
Mission - Minute Catholic community in a land of first evangelisation, despite little religious freedom and no place of worship, dreams of building its own church one day soon 

Violence in the name of God - No to terrorism and violence: religious communities and civil society in  Maharashtra condemn attacks on Malegaon mosque and vow to promote social and religious harmony

· QUAESTIONES                    
VATICAN – Opening ceremony of CEP Study Seminar in Rome for 99 Bishops in mission territories appointed in the past two years: “You bishops are the builders of the Church which has started a new millennium in its history” Card Dias says

VATICAN - Study Seminar for Bishops – Archbishop Sarah describes the activity of the Congregation for the Evangelisation of Peoples to guarantee the best formation and education for clergy and religious and catechists in mission territories 

ASIA – Asian Bishops at Rome Study Seminar organised by the Congregation for the Evangelisation of Peoples share impressions
VATICAN Study Seminar for Bishops – “Evangelising cultures is the mission of the Church” says Cardinal Paul Poupard 
Africa – The Catholic Church present among Muslims: African bishops in Rome for the Seminar organised by the Congregation for the Evangelisation of Peoples share experience 

October 2006: The Pope’s missionary prayer intention “May the celebration of World Mission Sunday intensify the spirit of missionary animation and cooperation everywhere”

Comment by Cardinal Ivan Dias Prefect of the Congregation for the Evangelisation of Peoples 
VATICAN – Missionary Month of October starting tomorrow will culminate with Mission Sunday. Comment on the Holy Father’s mission prayer intention for October by Cardinal Ivan Dias Prefect of the Congregation for the Evangelisation of Peoples 

SYNTHESIS INTERVENTUUM

1 September 2006 – VATICAN - “To enter into communion with Christ and contemplate his face, to see the face of Our Lord in that of our brothers and sisters and in the vicissitudes of everyday, we must have hands which are innocent and hearts which are pure”: Pope Benedict XVI visits the Shrine of the Holy Face at Manoppello (Chieti)

Manoppello (Agenzia Fides) – ““To enter into communion with Christ and contemplate his face, to see the face of Our Lord in that of our brothers and sisters and in the vicissitudes of everyday, we must have hands which are innocent and hearts which are pure. Innocent hands, that is lives illuminated by the truth of love that conquers indifference, doubt, mistruth and egoism; it is also necessary to have hearts which are pure, enraptured by the beauty of God, as the little Saint Therese  of Lisieux says in her prayer to the Holy Face, hearts which bear the impression of the face of Christ.” The Pope said this on 1 September when he visited the Shrine of the Holy Face at Manoppello (Chieti).


On his arrival by helicopter from his Summer Residence in Castel Gandolfo, the Pope was welcomed by Archbishop Bruno Forte, of Chieti-Vasto and civil and military authorities. The Pope walked on foot to the shrine, spent a few minutes in prayer and then addressed those present. 


The Pope recalled the experience of the first two Apostles who followed Jesus from the River Jordan, as we read in the Gospel of St John: “The evangelist tells how Jesus turned around and asked them: "What do you want?". They replied: "Rabbi, where do you live?". And he said: "Come and see". (Jn 1, 38). That day the two men who followed Him lived an unforgettable experience which led them to say: "We have found Messiah". One whom only a few hours earlier they considered just a "rabbi", had acquired a very clear identity, that of the Christ awaited for centuries. However, what a long path those disciples had before them! They could not even imagine the depth of the mystery of the Jesus of Nazareth; how unfathomable, impenetrable his ‘face’ could reveal itself to be”. Recalling that Jesus told his Apostles : "He who has seen me has seen the Father " (Jn 14,9), the Holy Father explained: “Only after His passion, when they meet the Risen Lord, when the Spirit illuminates their minds and hearts, the Apostles understand the meaning of those words of Jesus and recognise Him as the Son of God, the promised Messiah for the redemption of the world. Then they become his tireless messengers and courageous witnesses, even to martyrdom.”


In order to "see God" we must know Christ and let ourselves be moulded by his Spirit, the Pope recalled, ready to follow Him to the sacrifice of life on the cross: “This is the way of Christ, the way of total love which conquers death: those who walk it "hate their life in this world, and keep it for eternity". They live in God already on this earth, they are drawn and transfigured by the brightness of His face. This is the experience of the real friends of God, the saints, who saw and loved in their brothers and sisters, the poor and needy especially, the face of the God at length contemplated with love in prayer”. 

Turning to address the priests present, the Pope said that if the saintliness of Christ's face remains impressed within them "the faithful entrusted to your care will be affected and transformed." He asked seminarians not to allow themselves to be attracted "by anything other than Jesus and the desire to serve His Church." Finally, the Pope exhorted male and female religious to ensure that all their activities become "a reflection of divine goodness and mercy. ... Searching for the face of Christ must be the desire of all Christians." The Pope’s last thought was for nature and creation, (Sunday in Italy was the 1st national Day for the Protection of Creation) and he said: “May the Virgin Mary in whose face more than in any other creature the features of the incarnate Word are visible, watch over families and parishes, over cities and nations of the whole world. May the Mother of the Creator also help us to respect nature, that great gift of God which here we see in the magnificent mountains which surround us. A gift which, nonetheless, is ever more exposed to risk of degradation, and must therefore be protected and secured.” (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 4/9/2006 – righe 45, parole 669)  

See the Pope’s address in English

http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/pontefici/pontefice.php?id=583
3 September 2006 - Angelus

VATICAN - “The life of the shepherd of souls must be a balanced combination of contemplation and activity… may the example and teaching of Saint Gregory the Great be followed by the bishops and clergy of the Church and also by those responsible for civil institutions” said Pope Benedict XVI at his Sunday midday Angelus reflection

Castel Gandolfo (Agenzia Fides) – On Sunday September 3rd before reciting the midday Angelus prayer with people gathered at his Summer Residence, Pope Benedict XVI reflected on the “singular, almost unique figure” of Saint Gregory the Great (feast-day September 3rd), “as an example for the bishops of the Church and for public administrators: he was in fact first Prefect and then Bishop of Rome”. As an official of the empire Gregory “distinguished himself for administrative ability and moral integrity”, as he matured his vocation to the monastic life embraced in 574 following the death of his father. “The Benedictine Rule became the foundation of his existence– the Holy Father recalled - Even when he was sent by the Pope as his representative to the Emperor of the East, he maintained a monastic style of life, simple and poor”.

A close co-worker of Pope Pelagius II, after the death of the latter Gregory was acclaimed as his successor and after leaving unwillingly the cloister “devoted himself to the community, aware that he was doing his duty and that he was simply a servant of the servants of God” the Pope said recalling the main principles expressed in Gregory’s “pastoral Rule”. “With prophetic farsightedness – the Holy Father continued -, Gregory sensed that a new civilisation was emerging from the encounter between the legacy of Rome and the so-called ‘barbarian”, thanks to Christianity’s power of unification and moral elevation. Monasticism revealed itself as a treasure not only for the Church, but for the whole of society.”

Lastly Pope Benedict XVI recalled the great moral fibre of St Gregory the Great, his intense pastoral and civil activity and his great legacy: “He left a vast epistolary, magnificent homilies, a  famous comment on the Book of Job and works on the life of Saint Benedict, and numerous famous liturgical texts for the reform of liturgical Chant, which took his name “Gregorian". But the most famous work is undoubtedly his Pastoral Rule, which for the clergy had the same importance as the Rule of Saint Benedict for the monks of the Middle Ages. The life of the shepherd of souls must be a balanced combination of contemplation and activity, fired by love which  "reaches the highest peaks when it tends with loving mercy to the sufferings of others. The ability to show concern for the suffering of others is the measure of ability to reach upwards" (II, 5) . This teaching, ever relevant, inspired the Fathers of Vatican II as they outlined the image of the Shepherd in our day. Let us pray to the Blessed Virgin Mary to intercede that the example and teaching of Saint Gregory the Great may be followed by the bishops and clergy of the Church and by those responsible for civil institutions.” (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 4/9/2006 – righe 30, parole 436)

See the Pope’s address

http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/pontefici/pontefice.php?id=582
4 September 2006 – VATICAN - Pope Benedict XVI’s Message for the 20th anniversary of the 1986 Inter-religious Meeting of Prayer for Peace Assisi: “even when we find ourselves together to pray for peace, it is important that prayer take place according to those distinct paths proper to the various religions”

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) – Pope Benedict XVI sent a Message to Bishop Domenico Sorrentino of Assisi-Nocera-Umbra-Gualdo Tadino, Italy, for the 20th anniversary of the 1986 Inter-religious Meeting of Prayer for Peace, a commemoration of which is being held in Assisi September 4 and 5. 

In the message the Holy Father said “To avoid any misunderstanding with regard to the meaning of what John Paul II achieved in 1986 and, to use his very words with regard ti what has been referred to as the "spirit of Assisi", it is important to remember the care taken at the time to ensure that the inter-religious Meeting to pray for peace did not lend itself to misinterpreted syncretistic interpretations, based on a relativistic concept. Precisely in view of this, at the very beginning of the meeting John Paul II said:  <The fact that we have come here does not imply any intention of seeking a religious consensus among ourselves or of negotiating our faith convictions. Neither does it mean that religions can be reconciled at the level of a common commitment in an earthly project which would surpass them all. Nor is it a concession to relativism in religious beliefs...( 2. address to Heads and Representatives of the Christian Churches and Ecclesial Communities and of the World Religions John Paul II 27 October 1986>). I wish to reaffirm this principle which is the basis for the dialogue between religions called for by the Second Vatican Council  in the Declaration on the Church’s relations with non Christian religions (cfr Nostra aetate, 2)”.

In his message the Holy Father greeted the representatives of other religions present at the meeting: “I am happy to have this opportunity to greet the members of other religions taking part in the event. As we Christians they to realise that in prayer it is possible to have a very special experience of God and to draw from it effective impulse to work for the cause of peace. However it is necessary also in this to avoid inopportune confusion. Therefore even when we find ourselves together to pray for peace, it is important that prayer take place according to those distinct paths particular to the various religions. This was the decision in 1986, and such a decision cannot but still be valid today. The convergence of opposites must not give the impression of a capitulation to the relativism that denies the very meaning of truth and the possibility of attaining it.”

Pope Benedict XVI recalled that the 1986 Meeting was followed by many initiatives which “each in its own way, highlighted the value of John Paul II’s intuition and reveal its relevance in the light of events in the past twenty years and the situation of humanity today”. The Message continues “to build peace cultural, political and economic paths are important. Nevertheless first of all peace is built in hearts. In the heart in fact are born sentiment which either nourish peace or threaten, weaken and suffocate it. What is more the human heart is the place where God intervenes. Besides the "horizontal" dimension of relations among persons, of fundamental importance in this matter is the ‘vertical’ dimension of each person’s relationship with God, from whom all things come”. 

Towards the end of the message the Pope recalled that the little town Assisi was chosen to host the initiative because it is “universally known because of the figure of Saint Francis. Because of his special witness it became a natural point of reference for all who cultivate the ideal of peace, respect for nature, dialogue among peoples, religions and cultures. However so as not to betray the message of Francis it is important to remember that it was his radical decision to follow Christ that gave him the key to understanding the brotherhood to which all men and women are called and in which even inanimate creatures, “brother sun” and “sister moon” share in some way. I am happy therefore that this 20th anniversary of John Paul II’s prayer initiative for peace, there coincides also the eighth centenary of the conversion of Saint Francis. These two commemorations shed light on each other reciprocally. The words Francis heard from Christ on the cross - "Go, Francesco, repair my house …" -, his option for radical poverty, his embrace to the leper which expressed his new ability to see and to love Christ in those who suffer, were the beginning of a human and Christian adventure which continues to attract so many men and women of our day making this modest little town the destination of countless pilgrims.” (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 4/9/2006 – Righe 51, parole 749)

See message in Italian

http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/pontefici/pontefice.php?id=584
6 September 2006 – general audience 

VATICAN - The Pope’s catechesis at the general audience: “The goal to which our life must tend to meet Jesus, as Philip met him, striving to see in Him God, our heavenly Father”

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) – On Wednesday 6 September at the general audience held in St Peter’s Square, Pope Benedict XVI continued his catechesis on the Apostles reflecting this time on the figure of Saint Philip. “In lists of the Twelve he is always in fifth place, so substantially among the first – the Pope said -. Although Philip was of Jewish origin, his name is Greek, like that of Andrew, this small sign of cultural opening is not to be undervalued. The information we have about him is supplied by the Gospel of John. Philip comes from the same place as Peter and Andrew, Bethsaida”.

Shortly after he was called by Jesus, Philip meets Nathaniel, who is sceptical with regard to what Philip tells him about the Messiah, but Philip insists: "Come and see!". “In this answer, brief but clear, Philip reveals the traits of the true witness: not content to propose only the announcement, as a theory, he involves the interlocuter directly suggesting a personal experience of what has been announced” the Pope said and continued: “We may imagine that Philip addresses us too with those two verbs which imply personal involvement. He says to us as he said to Nathaniel: "Come and see!". The Apostle wants us to know Jesus from close up. In fact friendship, deep knowledge of the other person, requires closeness, indeed in part it lives on closeness. It should not be forgotten that, as Mark writes, Jesus chose the Twelve primarily "to be with Him", to share his life and learn directly from him not only his way of behaving, but above all, who He really was. Only in this way in fact by sharing his life they could know him and then tell others about him”. 

In the Letter to the Ephesians Saint Paul says the important thing is to "learn Christ", “not only, or not so much, by listening to his teaching, his words, but rather knowing his person, his divinity, his mystery, his beauty. He is not only Master, he is Friend, indeed he is Brother”. St Philip the Apostle therefore urges us too to ‘come’ and ‘see” “to establish contact of listening, responding, of communion of life with Jesus day after day”.

In the Gospels a number of elements reveal the prestige Philip enjoyed in the college of the apostles. In particular during the Last Supper, when Jesus explains that to know him is to know the Father, Philip asks: "Lord, show us the Father, and we will be content”. “In his reply to Philip – the Pope explained – Jesus refers to his own person as such, meaning that it is possible to understand Him not only through what he says, but even more through what he is. To express ourselves with the paradox of the Incarnation , we can rightly say that God assumed a human face, that of Jesus, and consequently, from then on, if we truly wish to know the face of God, we need only dwell on the face of Jesus! In his face we see who God is and what he is like!”

The Holy Father concluded his reflection underlining “the goal to which our life must tend: to meet Jesus, as Philip met him,  striving to see in Him, God, the heavenly Father. If we did not have this goal, we would have to refer only to ourselves as in a mirror and we would be ever more alone! Philip teaches us instead to let ourselves be captured by Jesus, to stay with him and to call others to share this indispensable company. Seeing, finding God, finding true life.” 

After greeting visitors in various different languages the Pope asked those present to accompany with their prayers his imminent visit to Germany: “I thank the Lord for this opportunity to visit for the first time since my election as Bishop of Rome, my homeland, Bavaria. Dear friends please accompany, this visit, which I entrust to the Blessed Virgin Mary. May she guide my steps and obtain for the German people a new springtime of faith and civil progress.” (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 7/9/2006, righe 47, parole 690) 

See the Pope’s address

http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/pontefici/pontefice.php?id=585
9 September 2006 - VATICAN - Pope Benedict XVI in Bavaria – “I have come first of all to express my gratitude to all those who helped to form my personality in the different decades of my life. But I am also here as Successor of Peter, to reaffirm and confirm the profound ties that exist between the See of Rome and the Church here in our homeland”

München (Agenzia Fides) – On Saturday 9 September on his arrival in Munich for a five day stay in his native Bavaria, Pope Benedict XVI explained the reason for his visit  “I have come first of all to express my gratitude to all those who helped to form my personality in the different decades of my life. But I am also here as Successor of Peter, to reaffirm and confirm the profound ties that exist between the See of Rome and the Church here in our homeland”. At the airport the Pope was welcomed by the president Horst Köhler, the chancellor Mrs Angela Merkel of Germany, by the first minister of Bavaria Edmund Stoiber, the Archbishop of München and Freising, Cardinal Friedrich Wetter, the president of the Catholic Bishops’ Conference of Germany Cardinal Karl Lehmann, and numerous other church, civil and political dignitaries. In his address in reply to the welcome address by Mr Köhler, the Pope said: “Today with deep emotion for the first time since my election to the Chair of Peter I set foot on German-Bavarian soil. I have come back to my homeland, among my people, with a programme which includes visits to the places which have been of fundamental importance in my life.”

The Pope then recalled the close “centuries old” ties between the See of Rome and the Church in Bavaria based on “unswerving loyalty to the values of the Christian faith”, and said he was aware that “the social context today is in many aspects different from that of the past”. His said his visit also intends to encourage “my country men and women of Bavaria and the whole of Germany to take an active part in the handing on to the citizens of tomorrow the fundamental values of Christian faith which sustains all, which does not cut off but instead opens and brings together peoples of different peoples, cultures and religions”. 

After the welcome ceremony the Pope went to pray in front of the statue of the Blessed Virgin Mary set on Munich’s famous Mariensäule (Mary’s Column) in the city’s Marienplatz. In his address Pope Benedict XVI recalled the legend about Saint Corbinian, whose successor he was as Archbishop of München and Freising, which tells how “a bear devoured the draught animal the saint was riding on a journey in the Alps.  Corbinian severely scolded the bear and as a punishment made it carry his bags until they reached Rome. So the bear, loaded with the saint’s burden, had to walk all the way to Rome and only there was set free by Corbinian”. The Pope recalled that in 1977, he reflected deeply when faced with the decision to accept the appointment as Archbishop of München and Freising which would have taken him away from his university teaching activity. “And then I remembered the bear and the interpretation of verses  22 and 23 of Psalm 72 [73] developed by Saint Augustine, in a situation very similar to mine in the context of his ordination as a priest and a bishop, and later expressed in his sermons on the Psalm”. 

Augustine saw in the Psalmist’s words "before you I stood like an animal " (iumentum in Latin) a connection with a draught animal used in North Africa to work the land, and saw himself as as God’s "iumentum" draught animal, one who bears his burden. “On the basis of this thought by the Bishop of Hyppo, – the Pope said -, St Corbinian’s bear has always encouraged me to carry out my service with joy and trust  – thirty years ago and now in this new responsibility  – as day by day I say to God "yes": I am your draught animal, but in this way ‘I am with you always’”.

At the end of his address the Pope said he had come once again to pray at the feet of the Blessed Virgin Mary and he prayed the Bavarian pray to the Mother of God to whom these people have always turned in times of trouble and he invoked the intercession of Our Lady with these words: “Teach us – old and young, leaders and servants– to our responsibilities in this manner. Help us to find the strength for reconciliation and forgiveness. Help us to become patient and humble but also free and courageous as you were in the hour of the Cross.” (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 11/9/2006 – righe 48, parole 732)  

See the Pope’s first address in German and Italian

http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/pontefici/pontefice.php?id=587
See the Pope’s address and prayer at Marienplatz in German and Italian

http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/pontefici/pontefice.php?id=588
10 September 2006 – VATICAN

Pope Benedict in Bavaria– “The world needs God, We need God...We do not fail to show respect for other religions and cultures...when we profess our faith clearly and uncompromisingly in the God Who counters violence with His own suffering; who in the face of the power of evil exalts his mercy, in order that evil may be limited and overcome”

Munich (Agenzia Fides) – On Sunday 10 September 23rd Sunday of Ordinary time, Pope Benedict XVI presided an outdoor Mass at Munich’s new exhibition NeuMesse centre and led the recitation of the Angelus prayer at midday. 

In his homily the Pope reflected on the theme of  “God, the centre of reality and centre of our personal life”, proposed by the biblical readings. The first reading and the Gospel “lead us to God” the Pope explained. “However the theme of ‘God’, is connected with the social theme: our reciprocal responsibility for the supremacy of justice and love in the world. This is expressed dramatically in the second reading … James’ words offer a glimpse of the image of Jesus, God who became man and, while of the Davidic therefore royal lineage, an ordinary man among ordinary people... Love of neighbour which is first of all concern for justice, is the test of our faith and love of God. James calls this "royal law" revealing Jesus’ favourite words: God’s sovereignty, God’s lordship. This does not mean any sort of reign which will come sooner or later, it means that now God must become the force which shapes our life and actions .”


The Gospel told how Jesus healed a man who was deaf and dumb. “Jesus cares for those who suffer, for those pushed to the margins of society. He heals them and in doing so enables them to live and decide with others, he introduces them to equality and brotherhood” the Pope said and continued: “There exists not only physical deafness which to a great extent cuts people off from social life. There exists difficulty in hearing God something of which we suffer today. We simply cannot hear Him anymore... What we hear about him appears pre-scientific, no longer suited to our times”. The Gospel tells how Jesus put his fingers in the deaf man’s ears, put his own saliva on the man’s tongue and said  : "Ephphatha" – "be opened!". “Jesus does this same thing today in a different way again and again– the Pope said -. In our Baptism he made the same gesture of touching and said: "Ephphatha" – be opened!", to enable us to hear God, to make it possible for us to speak to God once again … the path of the baptised must become a process of progressive development, in which we grow in communion of life with God, and acquire a different way of looking at humanity and creation.” 

Pope Benedict then shared his experience of meeting with Bishops from all over the world: “The Bishops tell me with gratitude about the generosity of German Catholics …Sometimes however an African Bishop will say to me: ‘If in Germany I present social projects I find the doors open immediately. But if I come with a project for evangelisation I meet with reserve’. Obviously for some people social projects must be promoted with maximum urgency whereas the things of God, or even the Catholic faith itself are another matter and not so important. Nevertheless those Bishops realise that evangelisation must take priority, that the God of Jesus Christ must be known, believed and loved, hearts must be converted even for social things to make progress, for reconciliation to start … the social and the Gospel are inseparable. If we bring men and women only knowledge, ability, technical capacity and tools, we bring too little. Mechanisms of violence, the capacity to destroy and kill will soon prevail and become a means for reaching power”.

The Holy Father continued: “The people of Africa and Asia admire the technical achievements of the West and our science but they fear a type of reasoning which totally excludes God from human vision, as if this were the supreme form of reason to be imposed also on their cultures. What they perceive as a threat to their identity is not the Christian faith but rather contempt and cynicism which considers mockery of the sacred to be an exercise of freedom and holds up utility as the supreme moral criterion for the future of scientific research." … The tolerance we so urgently need includes fear of God – respect for that which for others is sacred. However this respect for that with others consider sacred demands that we too learn once again to fear God. This sense of respect can be regenerated in the western world only with the return of faith in God, if God is once again present for us and in us. We do not impose our faith on anyone. This kind of proselytising is contrary to Christianity. Faith can happen only in freedom. But the human freedom, which we invoke is freedom for men and women to open to God, to seek Him, to listen to Him”.

"The world needs God," exclaimed Pope Benedict. "We need God. But what God? ... Jesus, the Son of God incarnate. His 'vengeance' is the Cross: a 'no' to violence and a 'love to the end.' This is the God we need. We do not fail to show respect for other religions and cultures, profound respect for their faith, when we proclaim clearly and uncompromisingly the God Who counters violence with His own suffering; who in the face of the power of evil exalts his mercy, in order that evil may be limited and overcome. To Him we now lift up our prayer, that He may remain with us and help us to be His credible witnesses.” (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 11/9/2006 – righe 48, parole 732)  
see homily in German and Italian

http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/pontefici/pontefice.php?id=589
see Angelus reflection in German and Italian

http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/pontefici/pontefice.php?id=590
11 September 2006 – VATICAN - Pope Benedict XVI in Bavaria – “God’s harvest is great and it is waiting for workers: in Latin America, in Africa, in Asia people await heralds carrying the Gospel of peace, the message of God made man. But also in the so-called West, the harvest could be plenty.
Altötting (Agenzia Fides) – In the early evening on Monday 11 September Pope Benedict XVI presided sung Vespers in the Basilica dedicated to St Anne  in Altötting together with the men and women Religious and seminarians of Bavaria and members of the Pontifical Work for Vocations. “We have come together to ask ourselves about a vocation at the service of Jesus Christ” the Pope said in his homily. “For each of us the Lord has his own project, he calls each of us by name. Our task then is to become people who listen, who hear his call, ready to follow Him with courage and fidelity and at the end found to be trustworthy servants who have put to good use the gift received”.

The Pope then reflected on the Gospel: “the Lord seeks workers for his harvest...Yes God’s harvest is great and it is waiting for workers: in the so called third world– in Latin America, in Africa, in Asia – people await heralds carrying the Gospel of peace, the message of God made man. But also in the so-called West, here in Germany, and in the vast area of Russia it is true the harvest could be plenty. However there is a scarcity of people willing work for God’s harvest”. The Pope then prayed: “O Lord, see the tribulation of this hour and the need for messengers of the Gospel, of your witnesses, of men and women to show the way to "life in abundance"! Look at the world and have compassion also in our day! Look at the world and send workers for the harvest!”. 


To describe the mission of priests and men and women religious the Holy Father used an expression of St Mark the evangelist who says with regard to the calling of the Twelve apostles: " and he appointed twelve; they were to be with Him and to be sent out to proclaim the message" (Mk 3, 14). The Holy Father explained: “To be with Him and also, as people who are sent, on their way to others– these two things go together, they are the essence of the spiritual vocation, of the priesthood. Being with Him and being sent– the two things are inseparable. Only one who is "with Him" learns to know Him and can truly announce Him. And those who are with Him cannot keep what they have found for themselves they feel compelled to share it with others”. 


This “being with Him” is experienced first and foremost in daily Mass, “celebrated always with profound inward participation”, then in the Liturgy of the Hours when “we pray as men and women who need to speak with God, but we include all other men and women who have no time or opportunity for this prayer”. The Pope then mentioned spiritual reading of Sacred Scripture, not only to “decipher and explain words of the past but in order to find the word of comfort the Lord has for me, the word with which he wants to speak to me”. An essential manner of being with the Lord is Eucharistic Adoration: “in the Sacred Host He, the real treasure, is present, there we can  always reach Him. Only by adoring this presence we learn to truly receive Him – we learn to communicate with Him, we learn this in the celebration of the Eucharist”. 

At the end of the homily the Pope said: “Let us love being with the Lord! There we can speak with him about everything. We can offer him our petitions, our concerns, our troubles. Our joys. Our gratitude, our disappointments, our needs and our aspirations.”. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 12/9/2006 – righe 39, parole 568)  

See the homily in English, German and Italian 

http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/pontefici/pontefice.php?id=593
11 September 2006 – VATICAN - Pope Benedict XVI in Bavaria – “Together with the great communion of Saints and at their centre, Mary is still before God to intercede for us, asking her Son to send again His Spirit into the Church and into the world to renew the face of the earth”
Altötting (Agenzia Fides) – Germany’s most popular Marian Shrine Altötting was visited by Pope Benedict XVI on Monday 11 September. After a few moments of prayer in the Chapel of Graces, the Gnadenkapelle (Cappella delle Grazie) the Pope presided an outdoor Mass in front of the church. “In today’s  first reading, the psalm and the Gospel we encounter Mary three times in different roles, Mary, the Mother of God, as a person who prays” the Pope said in his homily. The reading from the Acts of the Apostles presented Mary with the Apostles in the Upper Room  (“Maria guides the prayer of the fledging Church; she is almost the praying Church in person”), then the Magnificat as the responsorial psalm (“a prayer of thanksgiving, of rejoicing in God, blessing God for his great works”) and thirdly the Wedding Feast at Cana. 

Dwelling on the Gospel the Pope highlighted two aspects in the simple words of the Mother of Jesus: “on the one hand her loving concern for people, the maternal love with which she sees the difficult situation of others; we see her warmth and her willingness to help… But in addition to this aspect most familiar to us there is another, which may easily escape us: Mary leaves every decision  to the Lord ... This is always her attitude. In this way she teaches us to pray: not to force on God our will and our desires however important and reasonable they may appear but to put them before Him and let him decide what to do.”

In the conversation between Mary and Jesus at Cana, Jesus calls Mary “Woman” not Mother, as we might expect. “This title expresses Mary’s position in the history of salvation  –the Pope explained -. It points to the future, to the hour of the crucifixion when Jesus will say to Mary: "Woman behold your son – son, behold your mother!" (cfr Jn 19, 26-27). It anticipates therefore the moment in which He will make the woman, His Mother, mother of all his disciples. On the other hand the title recalls the creation of Eve... So in John’s Gospel Mary represents the new and definitive woman, companion of the Redeemer, our Mother: the apparently unaffectionate way of addressing Mary expresses instead the greatness of her eternal mission”.

The Pope then reflected on two dialogues relative to the Incarnation of Jesus “which go together, and are part of each other”. “First of all Mary’s conversation with the Archangel Gabriel when she says: "Be it done unto me as you have said". But there is a parallel text to this conversation, so to say, within God, to which the Letter to the Hebrews refers when it says that the words of Psalm 40 becomes a conversation between the Father and the Son – a conversation which leads to the incarnation … the Son’s "yes" : "I come to do your will", and the "yes" of Mary: "Let it be done unto me as you have said " – this twofold "yes" becomes one "yes", and so the Word is made flesh in Mary. In this twofold "yes" the obedience of the Son becomes flesh, Mary, with her "yes" gives him a body”. 

This explanation helps us to understand the rest of Jesus’ reply: "My hour has not yet come". “Jesus never acts alone; or to please people. He acts from the Father and this unites him with Mary, because there in this unity of will with the Father, she too also placed her request ... Jesus would not work a miracle or use his power in an event which, after all, was private. No, he gives a sign, with which he announces his hour, the hour of the nuptial union, the hour of the union of God and mankind … the hour of the Cross, the hour from which comes the Sacrament in which he truly gives Himself to us in flesh and blood, He places his Body in our hands and in our heart and this is the hour of the wedding … His "hour" is the Cross; his definitive hour will be his coming at the end of time. Continually He anticipates this definitive hour in the Holy Eucharist, in which He is already here. And this He does always through the intercession of his Mother, the intercession of the Church who calls to him in the Eucharistic prayers”.

The Holy Father ended his homily urging the faithful to let themselves be led by Mary to  the "hour" of Jesus: “Let us ask him for the gift that we may recognise him and understand him ever more fully. And let us not restrict our receiving Him only to the moment of Communion. He remains present in the Sacred Host always, waiting for us.” At the end of Mass the Pope went in procession to inaugurate a new Blessed Sacrament Chapel inside the Shrine. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 12/9/2006 – righe 54, parole 858)  

See homily in German and English

http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/pontefici/pontefice.php?id=592
12 September 2006 – VATICAN - Pope Benedict XVI in Bavaria – “If you believe you are never alone. God comes to meet us. Let us too walk towards God and this will help us draw close to one another! Let us do all we can to make sure that no child of God is ever left alone!”

Regensburg (Agenzia Fides) – Continuing his apostolic visit to Bavaria, in the evening of Monday 11 September, after visiting Saint Oswald at Marktl am Inn where he was baptised on Easter Sunday 17 April 1927, the day after he was born, Pope Benedict XVI went to Regensburg. The next morning Tuesday 12 September the Pope presided an open air Mass at Islinger Feld, Regensburg. He began his homily with the words of the motto of his pastoral  - "If you believe you are never alone" – expressing his joy because “faith brings us together and gives us a celebration. It gives us joy in God, joy for creation and joy for being together”. He then thanked the many people who had worked hard to prepare the celebration: “I never imagined how much effort down to the smallest detail  is necessary to enable us to be here together in this way. For all this I can only offer ‘heartfelt thanks!’. May the Lord reward you and may the joy we experience thanks to your work of preparation be given back to you one hundred fold!”


The Pope then reflected on the question “What does it mean: to believe?”. Some may be discouraged and think the answer to this question is too complicated, in fact  “the vision of faith includes heaven and earth; the past, the present, the future, eternity, and is therefore inexhaustible. However in its nucleus it is very simple. The Lord himself in fact spoke of this with his Father when he said: "You wished to reveal it to simple people – to those who are able to see with their heart" (cfr Mt 11,25). The Church, for her part, offers us a minute "Somma", in which all the essential is expressed: we call it the "Apostles Creed". This profession of faith, composed of three main parts, is simply an amplification of the formula of baptism which the Lord entrusted to the disciples, valid for all times. 

“In this vision – the Pope continued – two things are revealed: faith is simple. We believe in God … who is our origin and our future. This means faith is at the same time and always, hope, the certainty that we have a future, that we will not fall into oblivion. And faith is love because God wishes us to ‘be infected’ by his love...The second thing we see: the Creed is not a sum of sentences, it is not a theory. It is, precisely, rooted in the event of Baptism … Jesus Christ, so to say,  adopts us as his brothers and sisters, welcoming us as children in God’s family. In this way He makes us become one great family in the universal community of the Church. Yes, if you believe  you are never alone.” 

The Holy Father then posed another question: in our day is it still possible to believe? Is it reasonable? Since the times of the Enlightenment a part of science at least has searched to find an explanation of the world in which God would be superfluous. “However every time it appears to have succeeded, it becomes clear: it doesn’t add up! Without God it doesn’t work, without him the world, the universe don’t add up. In the end there remains the alternative: what was there in the beginning?... we believe that in the beginning there existed the eternal Word, Reason, not Irrationality. With this faith we need not hide ourselves, we need not fear that we are on a road to nowhere”. 

We believe  “in God, Spirit Creator, creative Reason, from Whom all things come, from whom we too come … God has not left us to grope about in the dark. He has shown Himself as man. He is so great that he can afford to make himself very, very small... He loves us so much as to let himself be nailed to the Cross for us in order to carry the suffering of mankind up to the very heart of God”. Pope Benedict XVI then underlined: “Today as we see the pathologies and moral sickness of religion and reason, the destruction of the image of God through hatred and fanaticism, it is important to affirm clearly in which God we believe and to confirm our belief in the human face of God.” 

Continuing his homily the Pope recalled that the second part of the Creed ends with a vision of the Last Judgement and the third part ends with the Resurrection of the Dead. The Judgement of the world should not frighten us because  “faith does not want to frighten us, it wants us to be responsible! We must not waste our life, or make bad use of it; neither must we keep it for ourselves. Injustice we must not leave us indifferent, we must not become its connivers or accomplices. We must take our mission in history seriously and strive to fulfil it”. 

Lastly the Holy Father mentioned the feast of the Holy Name of Mary, (12 September) wishing God’s blessings on all who bear the name of Mary, also the name of his own mother and sister: “Let us too take Mary as the star of our life to lead us into the great family of God! Yes, if you believe you are never alone. Amen!” (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 13/9/2006 – righe 55, parole 820)  

See homily

http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/pontefici/pontefice.php?id=594
12 September 2006 – VATICAN - Pope Benedict XVI in Bavaria – “The courage to engage the whole breadth of reason, and not the denial of its grandeur - this is the programme with which a theology grounded in Biblical faith enters into the debates of our time.”

Regensburg (Agenzia Fides) – A lengthy reflection on the relation between faith and reason marked the Holy Father’s meeting with representatives of the world of science in the afternoon of 12 September at the University of Regensburg. In this college, which has 12 faculties and 25,000 students, Joseph Ratzinger held the chair of dogmatic and the history of dogma between 1969 and 1971, and he was also vice Rector. After voicing his emotion at being once again at the University of Regensburg, Pope Benedict XVI recalled the beginnings of his activity as an academic teacher at the University of Bonn stressing the importance of theology faculties since it is always “necessary and sensible to question oneself about God using reason and this must be done in the context of the tradition of the Christian faith”.

The Holy Father then gave a profound lecture starting from “an unavoidable dilemma. Is the conviction that acting unreasonably contradicts God's nature merely a Greek idea, or is it always and intrinsically true? I believe that here we can see the profound harmony between what is Greek in the best sense of the word and the biblical understanding of faith in God”. The encounter between the biblical message and Greek did not happen by chance. The Pope then quoted the Greek Translation of the Old Testament produced at Alexandria - the Septuagint – “more than a simple (and in that sense really less than satisfactory) translation of the Hebrew text: it is an independent textual witness and a distinct and important step in the history of revelation, one which brought about this encounter in a way that was decisive for the birth and spread of Christianity. A profound encounter of faith and reason is taking place here, an encounter between genuine enlightenment and religion.”.

The Holy Father recalled the development in theology in the late Middle Ages “tendencies which break this synthesis between Greek and Christian spirit” and led to positions according to which “God's transcendence and otherness are so exalted that our reason, our sense of the true and good, are no longer an authentic mirror of God …. As opposed to this, the faith of the Church has always insisted that between God and us, between his eternal Creator Spirit and our created reason there exists a real analogy, in which - as the Fourth Lateran Council in 1215 stated - unlikeness remains infinitely greater than likeness, yet not to the point of abolishing analogy and its language. God does not become more divine when we push him away from us in a sheer, impenetrable voluntarism”.

The inner rapprochement between Biblical faith and Greek philosophical inquiry “was an event of decisive importance not only from the standpoint of the history of religions, but also from that of world history” the Pope said it was thanks to this encounter that Christianity, “despite its origins and some significant developments in the East, finally took on its historically decisive character in Europe…this convergence, with the subsequent addition of the Roman heritage, created Europe and remains the foundation of what can rightly be called Europe.”

Since the beginning of the modern age theological research has been dominated increasingly by the request for the dehellenisation of Christianty: three stages can be observed in the programme of dehellenization: although interconnected, they are clearly distinct from one another in their motivations and objectives. “Dehellenization first emerges in connection with the postulates of the Reformation in the sixteenth century" the Pope recalled. Later, liberal theology of the 19th and 20th century aimed to "bring Christianity back into harmony with modern reason, liberating it, that is to say, from seemingly philosophical and theological elements, such as faith in Christ's divinity and the triune God”. At present there is a third wave of dehellenisation according to which “the synthesis with Hellenism achieved in the early Church was a preliminary inculturation which ought not to be binding on other cultures… This thesis is not only false; it is coarse and lacking in precision. The New Testament was written in Greek and bears the imprint of the Greek spirit, which had already come to maturity as the Old Testament developed.”


Concluding his reflections the Holy Father excluded that critique of modern reason from within has nothing to do with putting the clock back to the time before the Enlightenment: “The positive aspects of modernity are to be acknowledged unreservedly: we are all grateful for the marvellous possibilities that it has opened up for mankind and for the progress in humanity that has been granted to us”. Instead it is a question of “broadening our concept of reason and its application. While we rejoice in the new possibilities open to humanity, we also see the dangers arising from these possibilities and we must ask ourselves how we can overcome them.”. We will succeed “only if reason and faith come together in a new way, if we overcome the self-imposed limitation of reason to the empirically verifiable, and if we once more disclose its vast horizons..”

These are the presuppositions for theology, understood “as inquiry into the rationality of faith.”, to have its place in the university and in the dialogue of sciences, rendering us capable of “genuine dialogue of cultures and religions so urgently needed today”. In fact “the world's profoundly religious cultures see this exclusion of the divine from the universality of reason as an attack on their most profound convictions. A reason which is deaf to the divine and which relegates religion into the realm of subcultures is incapable of entering into the dialogue of cultures”. 

Pope Benedict  XVI ended his discourse with this statement: “The West has long been endangered by this aversion to the questions which underlie its rationality, and can only suffer great harm thereby. The courage to engage the whole breadth of reason, and not the denial of its grandeur - this is the programme with which a theology grounded in Biblical faith enters into the debates of our time..” (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 14/9/2006 – righe 79, parole 1.126)  

http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/pontefici/pontefice.php?id=595
12 September 2006 – VATICAN - Pope Benedict XVI in Bavaria – “It is the responsibility of Christians, now, to make visible the standards that indicate a just life, which have been clarified for us in Jesus Christ.”

Regensburg (Agenzia Fides) – After the meeting with representatives of the world of science at  the University of Regensburg, Pope Benedict XVI was driven to Regensburg Cathedral to preside ecumenical Vespers. The Pope was joined by representatives of the other Christian confessions in Bavaria Orthodox Christians and Lutherans.  The members of the Ecumenical Commission of the German Bishops’ Conference were also among those present. 

In his homily the Pope said: “This is an hour of gratitude for the fact that we thus recite together the Psalms, and, by turning to the Lord, at the same time grow in unity among ourselves.”. After greeting the representatives of the other Christian communities present and expressing satisfaction for progress and initiatives in ecumenism, including the resuming in Belgrade of theological dialogue on the fundamental theme of koinonia-comunione, Pope Benedict XVI reflected on the Vespers Scripture reading, a passage from the Letter of Saint dwelling on three statements.

"The central theme of the whole letter appears in verse 15: “Whoever confesses that Jesus is the Son of God, God abides in him, and he in God”… John spells out…the confessio, that ultimately distinguishes us as Christians: faith in the fact that Jesus is the Son of God who has come in the flesh. "… In this time of interreligious encounters we are easily tempted to attenuate somewhat this central confession or indeed even to hide it.  But by doing this we do not do a service to encounter or dialogue. We only make God less accessible to others and to ourselves.”. 

The second point: " is found in verse 14, where we read: “And we have seen and testify that the Father has sent his Son as the Saviour of the world”. The central word in this sentence is: μαρτυρουˆ μεν - we bear witness, we are witnesses. The Profession of Faith must become witness. The root word μάρτυς brings to mind the fact that a witness of Jesus Christ must affirm by his whole existence, in life and death, the testimony he gives. The author of the Letter says of himself: “We have seen” (cf. 1:1). Because he has seen, he can be a witness … To be a witness of Jesus Christ means above all to bear witness to a certain way of living. In a world full of confusion we must again bear witness to the standards that make life truly life”. 

The third word to which the Pope called attention was “agape – love”. “love as Saint John teaches us, has nothing of the sentimental or grandiose about it; it is something completely sober and realistic … love is truly the synthesis of the Law and the Prophets. In love everything is “fulfilled”; but this everything must daily be “filled out”. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 14/9/2006 – righe 31, parole 438)  

See the Pope’s homily in German, English, Italian

http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/pontefici/pontefice.php?id=596
14 September 2006 – VATICAN - Pope Benedict XVI in Bavaria  – “The harvest is great and has need of workers in every generation. And in every generation although in a different way, true are also the words: the workers are few”
Freising (Agenzia Fides) –  The Pope reserved the last meeting of his six day apostolic visit to Bavari in Germany, 9-14 September, for the local priests and permanent deacons whom he addressed in Freising Cathedral in the morning of Thursday 14 September. Almost summing up his visit the Pope said he had encountered “so much cordiality, faith and joy in God”. He then recalled his own ordination to the priesthood in the same Cathedral: “I remember while I lay prostate here on the floor as though enveloped by the Litany of the Saints and their intercession I realised that on this path we are not alone … I remember ordaining priests and deacons here who are now working at the service of the Gospel ... I remember of course the processions in honour of St Corbinian…”


The Pope then reflected on the Gospel passage where Jesus urged his disciples to pray to the master of the harvest: “The harvest is great and needs workers in every generation. And true also in every generation although in a different way are the words: the workers are few”– said Pope Benedict XVI -. The harvest is there but God wishes to involve people to bring it to the granary. God needs people. He needs people who say: Yes I am willing to be your worker for the harvest”. The fact that we must pray for vocations means also that the calling “must come from God”, and the Pope said in this regard: “We cannot, as in other callings, simply recruit people using, so to say,  targeted propaganda and suitable strategies. The call, which comes from the heart of God must always find the way to the heart of the person. Nevertheless: for it to reach the human heart our collaboration is necessary. To ask the master of the harvest certainly means first of all praying for this,  shaking His Heart and saying: ‘Please do it! Wake them up! Fill them with enthusiasm and joy for the Gospel! Make them understand that this is the most precious of treasures and that one who finds it feels impelled to share it!’.”  Praying to God means “not only praying in words; it means also turning words into deeds so that from our praying heart the spark of joy in God, joy for the Gospel, will stir in other hearts willingness to pronounce their "yes".” 
Pope Benedict XVI then spoke about the falling number of priests and the consequent rise in personal pastoral duties, offering some indications. The first was taken from Paul in the Letter to the Philippians (cfr 2, 5-8), where he says we "must have the same sentiments as Jesus Christ". This means “on the one hand, knowing God in depth, knowing Christ in depth , being with Him; only if this happens do we really discover the "treasure". On the other we must also reach other to others. We cannot keep this "treasure" for ourselves, we must share it”. The Pope continued: “this calls for zeal and humility … if we truly encounter Christ again and again, we cannot keep this new for ourselves … we feel impelled to be "heralds ", apostles of Christ. But for this zeal not to become empty and wearing for us, it must go hand in hand with humility, moderation, acceptation of our limits”. 

This combination of zeal and moderation means also service in all its many dimensions: “But we can serve others, give to others only if we also receive, if we empty ourselves. This is why the Church proposes spaces which on the one hand are new places in which to "expiate" to "inspire" and on the other are places of service. First of all the daily celebration of the Holy Mass: let us not celebrate it as something routine, which in a way, "I must do", instead let us celebrate it "in depth"!...The other space which the Church so to say imposes and frees us by giving it to us, is the Liturgy of the Hours. Let us strive to recite it truly as a prayer, prayer in communion with the Israel of the Old and the New Testament, prayer in communion with praying people down through the centuries, prayer in communion with Jesus Christ, prayer which rises from the depth of the I, from the profoundest subject of these prayers. Praying in this manner we include in our prayer those who lack the time, or energy, or ability to pray”.

The Pope underlined that this does not mean “retiring on one’s own in private, it is a pastoral priority, a pastoral work, through which we ourselves become priests again, are again filled with Christ, we include others in the praying communion of the Church and at the same time we allow the power of prayer, the presence of Jesus Christ to exude in this world”. The Holy Father ended his homily returning to the motto of his pastoral visit: "If you believe you are never alone", and he added: “This is true and it must be true also for priests, for each one of us.”

At the end of the meeting the Pope was driven to Munich airport for the farewell ceremony and then boarded the plane for Rome. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 16/9/2006 – righe 57, parole 876)  

See the homily in Italian

http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/pontefici/pontefice.php?id=599
See farewell address in Italian and German 

http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/pontefici/pontefice.php?id=600
15 September 2006 – VATICAN - Pope Benedict XVI presides the ceremony of farewell for Cardinal Angelo Sodano from the office of Secretary of State and appointment of Cardinal Tarcisio Bertone, new Secretary of State

Castel Gandolfo (Agenzia Fides) – This morning, during a ceremony held in the Apostolic Palace at Castelgandolfo, the Holy Father Pope Benedict XVI welcomed the staff of the Secretariat of State for the occasion of the appointment of Cardinal Tarcisio Bertone S.D.B., former archbishop of Genoa, Italy, as new secretary of State. He succeeds in that role Cardinal Angelo Sodano.  Reading out the letter of thanks addressed to Cardinal Sodano the Pope said: “In such significant circumstances, I feel the need to renew to you my most heartfelt thanks for the faithfulness and enlightened competency, the dedication and love you have shown in working for the good of the Church alongside various Successors of the Apostle Peter”. In the letter the Pope recalled the “long and intense service” which Cardinal Sodano rendered the Apostolic See since 1961, expressing his gratitude for the dedication with which he carried out his daily work at the Secretariat of State and the Papal Nunciatures in different countries”, and also for the “the good sense, prudent wisdom and tireless zeal with which ... you have carried out your mission with single-minded concern for the supreme good of the Church”. 


Outgoing Secretary of State Cardinal Angelo Sodano, greeting the Holy Father thanked him for the fraternal meeting and underlined that the staff of the Secretariat of State are “happy to dedicate their daily work to the Successor of Peter” an “animated by a profound spirit of faith they are a team of people who willingly serve the Pope in silence and with discretion”. He thanked in a special way the leading members of the Secretariat of State, “All together- he said - we have managed to work as a team, with a great ecclesial sense that united us in service, first around the venerated John Paul II and now around you called by the Holy Spirit to take the heritage and guide the boat of the Church towards new shores."

 “I undertake a special mission, different from those hitherto entrusted to me  –the new Secretary of State  Cardinal Tarcisio Bertone said in his address -. I am happy that its undeniable pastoral nature gives continuity my previous missions and fits well into the evident specificity of this office. I also trust that the experience I have gathered in the past, guided by the sagacious hand of Divine Providence will contribute in no indifferent manner to the fulfilment of the task I assume today. I am aware of the heavy responsibility that this brings, and of the gravity and complexity of the questions which, every day, I will have to face. My only ambition is that of putting into practice the motto of my service as a Bishop: 'fidem custodire, concordiam servare', and I am comforted by the conviction that I will have an opportunity to offer a special contribution to achieve this ideal.”
Cardinal Bertone said he knew he could rely “first of all on the sagacious and incomparable  guidance of the Holy Father, and also on the competence, experience and diligence of the Superiors of the Secretary of State. I also have great confidence in the irreplaceable and often hidden daily work of the personnel in the Secretariat of State and the Papal Nunciatures with a spirit of sincere and admirable abnegation … Furthermore, this morning I wrote a letter addressed to many enclosed Religious asking their constant prayers of intercession”. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 15/9/2006 – Righe 41, parole 567)

See addresses 

http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/pontefici/pontefice.php?id=598
16 September 2006 – VATICAN – “the well being of the human person must be sought not only in universally valid finalities, but also in the methods used to reach these ends: a good end can never justify means which are intrinsically wrong” the Pope tells participants at international congress on stem cells

Castel Gandolfo (Agenzia Fides) – In the morning of Monday 17 September at Castelgandolfo, Pope Benedict XVI  received participants at a Congress promoted by the Pontifical Academy for Life and by the International Federation of Catholic Doctors' Associations on the theme: "Stem cells, what future for therapy?" 

Benedict XVI began his remarks by observing how "research into somatic stem cells merits approval and encouragement when it brings together scientific knowledge, the most advanced technology in the field of biology, and the ethic that postulates respect for human beings at every stage of their existence. How can we fail to feel it is our duty to praise those involved in this research and those who support its organisation and expenses?”


The Holy Father recalled that “when science is applied to alleviate suffering and when on this path it discovers new resources it shows itself to be rich in humanity: for the great effort invested in research and for the benefit announced for those afflicted by disease  .” He continued “in the face of the frequent and unjust accusations of insensitivity directed against the Church," and added, "I would like to underline the constant support she has given over the course of her two thousand-year history to research aimed at the cure of illnesses and at the good of humanity”: “If there has been - and there still is - resistance, it was and is against those forms of research that involve the planned suppression of human beings who are already alive, though they may not yet have been born." Pope Benedict said XVI -. In these cases science,  except for results of therapeutic utility, does not place itself truly at the service of humanity. It passes in fact through the suppression of human persons who have the same dignity as other human persons and the researchers themselves. “History has condemned such science in the past, and will condemn it in the future, not only because it is devoid of the light of God, but also because it is devoid of humanity.”

The Church then reaffirmed the teaching of the Church: “In the face of the direct suppression of human beings," he continued, "there can be no compromise or prevarication” and “the well being of the human person must be sought not only in universally valid finalities, but also in the methods used to reach these ends: a good end can never justify means intrinsically wrong”. 

During the congress the Scientists expressed commitment to and hope of "achieving new therapeutic results by using cells from the adult body without having to suppress newly-conceived human beings” and results are rewarding this work. The Pope said he hoped God would grant them “the joy of discovering the truth, the wisdom in consideration and respect for every human being and success in research for effective remedies to human suffering”. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 18/9/2006 – righe 31;  parole 446)

See the Pope’s address in Italian 

http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/pontefici/pontefice.php?id=601
17 September 2006 - Angelus

VATICAN - Pope Benedict XVI Angelus: “From a sign of cursing the Cross has been transformed into a sign of Blessing, from a symbol of death to a symbol par excellence of Love which conquers hatred and violence and generates immortal life”
Castel Gandolfo (Agenzia Fides) – On Sunday 17 September, during his reflection before the midday Angelus prayer with hundreds of people gathered in the courtyard of his Summer Residence at Castel Gandolfo, Pope Benedict XVI said his pastoral visit to Bavaria had been “a deep spiritual experience, bringing together personal memories linked to places well known to me and pastoral initiatives towards an effective proclamation of the Gospel for today.’ He thanked God for the interior joy experienced, and also the many people who worked hard for the success of the Pastoral Visit adding that he would speak more at length on this matter during next Wednesday’s General Audience”. Then the Pope said:

“At this time, I wish also to add that I am deeply sorry for the reactions in some countries to a few passages of my address at the University of Regensburg, which were considered offensive to the sensibility of Muslims. These in fact were a quotation from a medieval text, which do not in any way express my personal thought. Yesterday, the Cardinal Secretary of State published a statement in this regard in which he explained the true meaning of my words. I hope that this serves to appease hearts and to clarify the true meaning of my address, which in its totality was and is an invitation to frank and sincere dialogue, with great mutual respect. This is the meaning of the discourse.”

Before the Marian prayer the Pope reflected on two recent feasts “the Exaltation of the Holy Cross on 14 September and the memory of the Mother of Sorrows the following day. These liturgical feasts can be visibly summarised in traditional images of the Crucifixion which show the Blessed Virgin Mary at the foot of the Cross” the Pope said reflecting on the significance which Christians give to the Cross: “On the Cross Christ shed his blood to free humanity from the slavery of sin and death. So from a sign of cursing the Cross has been transformed into a sign of Blessing, from a symbol of death to a symbol par excellence of Love which conquers hatred and violence and generate immortal life... on Calvary Mary shares in the redemptive power of Christ’s suffering, joining her "fiat" to that of her Son”. 
Lastly the Pope said: “spiritually united with the Mother of Sorrows let us renew our ‘yes’ to God who chose to save us by means of the Cross. This is a great mystery which continues until the end of the world and calls for our collaboration. May Mary help us to take up our cross every day and follow Jesus faithfully along the path of obedience, sacrifice and love.” (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 18/9/2006 – righe 33, parole 470)

See the Pope’s address

http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/pontefici/pontefice.php?id=602
20 September 2006 – 
VATICAN - At his Wednesday General Audience Pope Benedict XVI retraces the steps of his pastoral visit to Bavaria: a returning to the past and a providential opportunity to look with hope to the future  ”

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) – Addressing about 40,000 visitors gathered in St Peter’s Square this morning for the weekly Wednesday audience Pope Benedict XVI told them about his recent visit to his German homeland Bavaria. He explained the reason for his visit,  to remember all those who helped form his personality, “and to reaffirm and confirm, as Successor of Peter, the close bonds between the See of Rome and the Church in Germany. More than a journey to my roots, it was an opportunity to look forward with hope. Under the motto “those who believe are never alone” I invited all to reflect on the baptised person’s membership in the Church where, never alone, one is in constant communion with God and others..”

First of all the Holy Father went to the city of Munich, to Marienplatz, where there is a column the Mariensäule bearing a famous centuries old statue of the Virgin and Child: “in that  square, at the foot of that same image of Mary about thirty years ago, I was welcomed as Archbishop of Munich and began my ministry as such with a prayer to the Blessed Virgin Mary – the Pope said -; at the end of my mandate before leaving for Rome I had returned to that place. This time I went to pray at the foot of the Mariensäule to implore the intercession and blessing of the Mother of God not only for the city of Munich and for Bavaria but for the whole Church and the whole world”. The next day in his homily during open air Mass at Munich’s new exhibition centre Neue Messe the Pope said people today were ‘hard of hearing’ with regard to God. “It is our duty as Christians in a secularised world to proclaim and bear witness to the message of hope offered by the faith” the Pope said. In the evening at Vespers with children who made their First Holy Communion recently and their families, catechists and other pastoral workers, Pope Benedict XVI said: “God is not in some distant unreachable place in the universe; on the contrary, in Jesus He has come close to us to establish with each human person a relationship of friendship”. 

Most of Monday 11 September the Pope spent in Altötting, a greatly loved Marian Shrine where there is the famous Black Madonna: “With a thousands of faithful present for Mass celebrated in the square in front of the Church we reflected on the role of Mary in the work of salvation and to learn from her how to be helpful kindness, humility and generous acceptance of God’s will” the Pope said. The next day Tuesday 12 September, in Regensburg, the Pope celebrated another open air Mass, this time at Islinger Feld, “during which, returning to the theme of the pastoral visit  "Those who believe are never alone” we reflected on the contents of the Creed”; in the late afternoon in Regensburg, the Pope presided an ecumenical celebration of Vespers: “a providential opportunity to pray together to hasten the coming of full unity among the disciples of Christ and to reaffirm our duty to proclaim integrally and clearly our faith in Jesus Christ above all through our behaviour of sincere love.”

“A particularly moving experience that day was the opportunity to give a lecture to a large  auditorium of professors and students at University of Regensburg, where I was a professor for many years– the Pope continued - … The subject I had chosen was the question of the relationship between faith and reason. To introduce the auditorium to the dramatic relevance of the topic I quoted a few words, part of a Christian/Muslim dialogue in the 14th century, with which the Christian  interlocutor – Byzantine Emperor Manuel II Paleologo - in a manner for us today incomprehensibly brusque – presented to the Muslim interlocutor the problem of the relationship between religion and violence. That quotation, unfortunately, lent itself to possible misunderstanding. In no way did I wish to make my own the words of the medieval emperor. I wished to explain that not religion and violence, but religion and reason, go together. The theme of my lecture – responding to the University’s mission – was therefore the relationship between faith and religion: I intended to invite the Christian faith to dialogue with the modern world and all the different cultures and religions. I hope that on various occasions during my visit – for example in Munich when I underlined the importance of respecting that which for others is sacred – I made clear my deep respect for the great religions and in particular for Muslims who "adore One God" and with whom we are committed to "to preserve as well as to promote together for the benefit of all mankind social justice and moral welfare, as well as peace and freedom. " (Nostra Aetate, 3). I trust therefore that after certain initial reactions, my words at Regensburg University will give new impulse and encouragement for positive dialogue, and self-criticism, among religions and among modern reason and the faith of Christians.”

The Pope’s last engagement was on Thursday 14 September a meeting with clergy and permanent deacons in the Cathedral of Freising. “Reliving the emotion of my ordination to the priesthood– the Pope said XVI - , I reminded those present of the duty to collaborate with the Lord to encourage new vocations at the service of the  "harvest" which also today is "plentiful", and I encouraged them to cultivate the interior life as a pastoral priority, so as not to lose contact with Christ, source of joy in the daily fatigue of the ministry”.

At the farewell ceremony “once again thanking all who worked hard for the visit, I reaffirmed its main purpose: to re-propose to my countrymen and women the eternal truths of the Gospel and confirm believers in their fidelity to Christ, the Son of God, who became man, died and rose again for us   ”. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 20/9/2006, righe 71, parole 1040) 

See the Pope’s address

http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/pontefici/pontefice.php?id=603
20 September 2006 – 
VATICAN –The Pope sends a telegramme of condolence to the Superior of the Consolata Missionaries for the murder of Italian missionary Sister Leonella Sgorbati 

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) – Benedict XVI sent a telegram of condolence, through Cardinal Secretary of State Tarcisio Bertone S.D.B., to Mother Gabriella Bono, superior general of the Consolata Missionary Sisters, following the murder in Mogadishu, Somalia, last Sunday of Sr. Leonella Sgorbati, a member of that order. The text of the telegram is given below.  "Informed of the tragic death of Sr. Leonella Sgorbati, barbarously murdered in Mogadishu, the Supreme Pontiff wishes to convey an expression of his closeness to your missionary institute, as well as to the relatives of the lamented religious, who joyfully performed her valuable work in the service of the Somali people, especially in favor of nascent life and in the field of healthcare education. In reasserting his firm condemnation for all forms of violence, His Holiness hopes that the blood spilt by such a faithful disciple of the Gospel may become a seed of hope to build true fraternity between peoples in reciprocal respect for the religious convictions of each. And as he raises fervent prayers for this worthy missionary sister, he imparts his comforting apostolic blessing to her consoeurs, her relatives and to everyone weeping her violent demise.". Cardinale Tarcisio Bertone, Segretario di Stato di Sua Santità”. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 20/9/2006 – Righe 14, parole 180)
22 September 2006 

VATICAN - “The hoped-for renewal of the parish cannot arise only from pastoral initiatives, useful though they are, or from programmes worked out at a theoretical level.  … the parish 'rediscovers' itself in the encounter with Christ. ... especially in the Eucharistic” Pope Benedict XVI tells plenary assembly of the Pontifical Council for the Laity   

Castel Gandolfo (Agenzia Fides) – This morning in the Apostolic Palace of Castelgandolfo, the Pope received participants in the 22nd plenary assembly of the Pontifical Council for the Laity, which is presided by Archbishop Stanislaw Rylko. The theme of the gathering is: "The Parish Rediscovered. Paths for Renewal.” In his address the Holy Father said  the parish can live relive the experience of the first Christian communities narrated in the Acts of the Apostles, it can  “grow in harmony and brotherly unity if it prays incessantly and listens to the Word of God and above all if it participates with faith in the celebration of the Eucharist presided by the priest”. 

The Holy Father continued: “The hoped-for renewal of the parish cannot, then, arise only from pastoral initiatives, useful though they are, or from programmes worked out at a theoretical level.  "Drawing inspiration from the apostolic model," the Pope added, "the parish 'rediscovers' itself in the encounter with Christ. ... Nourished by the Eucharistic bread, it grows in Catholic communion and walks in complete faithfulness to the Magisterium and is always ready to welcome and discern the different charisma which the Lord sows in the People of God. Constant union with Christ gives it the strength to commit itself to serving others, especially the poorest for whom is in fact the primary point of reference.”.
At the beginning of his address Pope Benedict XVI  spoke of the “growing importance assumed by the Pontifical Council for the Laity in the Church” and he mentioned two of the most recent events “of unquestionable ecclesial importance organised by the Council: World Youth Day held in Cologne in August last year and the Pope’s Meeting with over one hundred new Church Movements and Communities in St Peter’s Square on the Eve of Pentecost Sunday this year. 

During its last plenary assembly the Pontifical Council for the Laity reflected on the theological and pastoral nature of the parish community. This year it tackled the question from the operative point of view in order to foster authentic renewal of the parish. “In fact – the Pope said -, the pastoral theological aspect and the operative aspect cannot be separated if we wish to understand the mystery of communion to which the parish is called to be a sign and channel”. The Holy Father concluded by saying he hoped the work of the assembly would “help to render the laity ever more aware of their mission in the Church, particularly within the parish community which should be a ‘family of Christian families”. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 22/9/2006 – Righe 30, parole 408)

See the Pope’s address in Italian

http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/pontefici/pontefice.php?id=604
23 September 2006 
VATICAN - Pope Benedict XVI receives Bishops at the end of Seminar organised by the Congregation for the Evangelisation of Peoples: “In your ministry it is your duty to give primary importance to prayer and unceasing striving for holiness”
Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) – On Saturday 23 September Pope Benedict XVI received in a special audience recently appointed Bishops from mission territories in Rome to take part in a three week Seminar organised by the Congregation for the Evangelisation of Peoples. In his address the Pope said “You are called to be Bishops among people who for the great majority have yet to encounter Jesus Christ. As those primarily responsible for the proclamation of the Gospel you must make considerable effort to see that everyone has the opportunity to hear it. You are ever more keenly aware of the necessity to inculturate the Gospel, to evangelise cultures and encourage sincere and frank dialogue among all so that together they may build a society of more brotherhood and solidarity. Only those who are moved by love for Christ can achieve this apostolic task, which demands intrepid ardour of those who for the Lord fear not even persecution and death .”.


The Pope mentioned the many priests, men and women religious and lay people who, in the past and in our day, “in mission territories sealed their fidelity to Christ and the Church with their blood”, including Sr Leonella Sgorbati, the Italian Consolata missionary Sister, murdered recently in Mogadishu, in Somalia. “This martyrology adorns, the history of the Church, past and present, and despite suffering and apprehension keeps alive in our soul hope for a glorious flourishing of Christian faith” the Pope said.

Addressing the Bishops who were accompanied by Cardinal Ivan Dias Prefect of the Congregation for the Evangelisation of Peoples, the Pope said: “You, as shepherds of God’s flock, are entrusted with the mandate to safeguard and hand on faith in Christ, transmitted to us in the living tradition of the Church and for which so many have given their lives … in your ministry it is your duty to give primary importance to prayer and unceasing striving for holiness”. It is important that you assure serious formation for seminarians and ongoing formation for priests and catechists. Maintaining unity in the faith in the diversity of its  cultural expressions is another valuable service demanded of you, my dear Brother Bishops. For this you must be united with the flock following the example of Christ the Good Shepherd and the flock must be always be united with you. As sentinels of the People of God, be firm and courageous to avoid divisions particularly when they are due to ethnic and socio-cultural motives”. 
Voicing satisfaction for flourishing vocations to the priesthood and the religious life in many Churches in mission territories, the Pope encouraged the bishops to “make sure seminaries have sufficient, carefully selected and well prepared formation staff who are, first of all, examples and models for the seminarians… the future of your Communities and that of the universal Church depends on the preparation of future priests and all other pastoral workers, catechists especially.”

Lastly the Pope asked the bishops to assure their respective communities of his affection, closeness in prayer, invoking upon them all the maternal protection of Most Holy Mary, Star of Evangelisation. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 23/9/2006; Righe 37 - Parole 514)

See the Pope’s address in Italian

http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/pontefici/pontefice.php?id=605

23 September 2006 

VATICAN - The Pope addresses Bishops from Chad: “Following the example of Christ the Good Shepherd you are sent to be missionaries of the Good News. Continue this task with faithfulness and courage! Your holiness of life will render you authentic signs of God’s love”

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) – This morning at his Summer Residence in Castel Gandolfo the Pope received a group of Bishops from Chad on their ad limina visit. “I am happy to welcome you whom the Lord has chosen to guide the people of God in Chad” the Pope said adding that he hoped that the visit would “fortify your apostolic ardour so that your communities may receive new impulse to be light which illuminates and leads to the One who brings salvation”. 

“Following the example of Christ the Good Shepherd you are sent to be missionaries of the Good News," the Pope said and he encouraged them to continue this task "with faithfulness and courage! Your holiness of life will render you authentic signs of God’s love. "Through the proclamation of the Gospel guide your communities to the meeting with the Lord, helping them to bear witness to their hope and contributing to the foundation of a more just society based on universal reconciliation and unity. The regular participation of the faithful in the Sacraments, especially the Eucharist, will give them the strength to follow Christ, and thus they will feel the need to share with their brothers and sisters their joy at meeting the Lord”. 


The Pope then went on to refer to priests and to their "difficult but gratifying mission of announcing the Gospel and serving the people of God." He highlighted how "friendship with Christ requires a constant and joyful search for communion of thought, will and action with Him, in humble and faithful obedience," and he prompted the bishops to concern themselves "with the spiritual life of priests, encouraging them to remain faithful to the rule of priestly life, which will help them to conform their lives to the call they received from the Lord. Be close to them in the ministry; at moments of trial and uncertainty comfort and if necessary correct them, urging them to keep their eyes on Christ”.

Among the pastoral challenges facing Bishops of Chad the Pope mentioned “urgency to proclaim the integral truth with regard to marriage and the family” and therefore the necessity of serious formation for young people, “foster renewed family pastoral and help to overcome social, cultural or economic difficulties which for many Catholics are obstacles to Christian marriage”. Christians in Chad are involved in various works of charity: “My gratitude goes to all those in your dioceses, women religious in particular who exercise charitable activity at the service of development, education and healthcare, and assisting refugees. To encourage authentic solidarity towards people in need, without distinction, may they not forget the ecclesial specificity of their activity and grow in awareness that they are Christ’s credible witnesses to their brothers and sisters!” Another priority goal mentioned by the Holy Father concerns “Strengthening fraternity between the different communities of which the nation is composed is an objective requiring everyone's commitment," he said, "so as to protect the country from confrontations that lead to new outbreaks of violence. Recognising the dignity of each individual, the identity of each human and religious group, and their freedom to practice their religion, is part of the shared values of peace and justice which everyone must promote, and is a field in which the leaders of society must play a leading role."

Pope Benedict XVI concluded his address saying he was pleased to hear “that in your country relations between Christians and Muslims are generally good thanks above all to the search for greater reciprocal knowledge. I encourage you to continue to work together in a spirit of sincere dialogue and reciprocal respect in order to help each person so lead a life worthy of the dignity received from God, for authentic solidarity and harmonious development of society.” (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 25/9/2006, righe 45, parole 650)

See address in French

http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/pontefici/pontefice.php?id=605
24 September 2006 - Angelus

VATICAN - Pope Benedict at the Angelus recalls the testimony of countless Christians  “who dedicate their lives to serving others out of love for the Lord Jesus,  operating as servants of love and therefore "artisans" of peace. Some are asked to give the supreme witness of blood, as it happened a few days ago for Sr Leonella Sgorbati”

Castel Gandolfo (Agenzia Fides) – In his midday reflection on Sunday 24 September before leading the recitation of the Angelus with visitors gathered in the courtyard of his Summer Residence in Castel Gandolfo, Pope Benedict XVI dwelt on the Sunday readings recalling that when  Jesus announces for the second time his passion, death and resurrection to his disciples and they fail to understand he patiently explains “his logic, the logic of love which becomes service to the point of gift of self: ‘'If anyone wants to be first, he must make himself last of all and servant of all. (Mk 9,35)”.
The Pope said that this teaching of Jesus is “the logic of Christianity which corresponds to the truth of man created in the image of God but at the same time it is in contrast to human selfishness, consequence of original sin. Every human person is attracted by love  – which ultimately is God himself – but often loves in the wrong way and so from an originally positive tendency, defiled by sin, can come bad intentions and actions”. 

The Pope recalled “the testimony of countless Christians who dedicate their lives in humility and silence to the service of others for the Lord Jesus, operating concretely as servants of love and therefore "artisans" peace. Some are asked to give the supreme witness of blood as it happened a few days ago to the Italian missionary Sr Leonella Sgorbati, killed by violence. This Sister who had served poor and forgotten people in Somalia for years, died while saying ‘I forgive’: this is the most authentic Christian witness, peaceful sign of contradiction which demonstrates the victory of love over hatred and evil.”

After recalling that “it is difficult to follow Jesus but, as He says, only those who lose their life for His sake, and for the sake of the gospel, will save it” (cfr Mk 8,35)” the Holy Father said “there is no other way to be His disciples, no other way to bear witness to his love and strive for evangelical perfection.” The Pope concluded by invoking the help of the Blessed Virgin Mary, that Christians may open their hearts to ... “the love of God, mystery of joy and holiness”. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 25/9/2006 – righe 25, parole 361) 
See the Pope’s address

http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/pontefici/pontefice.php?id=606
25 September 2006

VATICAN – Pope Benedict XVI addresses members of Muslim communities: “the relations of trust which have developed between Christians and Muslims over several years, will not only continue, but will develop further in a spirit of sincere and respectful dialogue, based on ever more authentic reciprocal knowledge which, with joy, recognises the religious values that we have in common and, with loyalty, respects the differences.”

Castel Gandolfo (Agenzia Fides) – This morning Pope Benedict XVI received envoys of Muslim countries accredited to the Holy See and leading members of the Muslim communities in Italy. The visitors were presented to the Pope by Cardinal Paul Poupard president of the Pontifical Council for  Inter-religious Dialogue.   “I am pleased to welcome you to this gathering that I wanted to arrange in order to strengthen the bonds of friendship and solidarity between the Holy See and Muslim communities throughout the world” the Pope began, recalling the circumstances which led to the meeting and he said “I should like to reiterate today all the esteem and the profound respect that I have for Muslim believers, calling to mind the words of the Second Vatican Council which for the Catholic Church are the Magna Carta of Muslim-Christian dialogue… Placing myself firmly within this perspective, I have had occasion, since the very beginning of my pontificate, to express my wish to continue establishing bridges of friendship with the adherents of all religions, showing particular appreciation for the growth of dialogue between Muslims and Christians … In a world marked by relativism and too often excluding the transcendence and universality of reason, we are in great need of an authentic dialogue between religions and between cultures, capable of assisting us, in a spirit of fruitful co-operation, to overcome all the tensions together. Continuing, then, the work undertaken by my predecessor, Pope John Paul II, I sincerely pray that the relations of trust which have developed between Christians and Muslims over several years, will not only continue, but will develop further in a spirit of sincere and respectful dialogue, based on ever more authentic reciprocal knowledge which, with joy, recognises the religious values that we have in common and, with loyalty, respects the differences.”

The Holy Father then stressed the necessity of dialogue between religions and between cultures “for building together this world of peace and fraternity ardently desired by all people of good will”, underlining that to achieve this goal the Christians and Muslims must work together “in order to guard against all forms of intolerance and to oppose all manifestations of violence”. With regard to the lessons of the past which can help “find paths for reconciliation” the Pope mentioned Pope John Paul II’s memorable speech to young people at Casablanca in Morocco, "respect and dialogue require reciprocity in all spheres, especially in that which concerns basic freedoms, more particularly religious freedom. They favour peace and agreement between peoples"”.

In the current world situation, the Pope concluded “it is imperative that Christians and Muslims engage with one another in order to address the numerous challenges that present themselves to humanity especially those concerning the defence and promotion of the dignity of the human person and of the rights ensuing from that dignity” and he ended “Dear friends, I pray with my whole heart that the merciful God will guide our steps along the paths of an ever more authentic mutual understanding”. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 25/9/2006 – Righe 35, parole 492)

See address in Arabic English, French and Italian 

http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/pontefici/pontefice.php?id=608
27 September 2006 – General Audience
VATICAN - The Pope’s Wednesday Audience teaching: St Thomas’ words to Jesus “remind us of the full meaning of mature faith and encourage us to go ahead despite the difficulties on our path to follow Him”: 

Vatican City – During his weekly audience in Saint Peter’s Square this morning Pope Benedict XVI addressed some 30,000 visitors resuming his catechesis on the twelve men Jesus chose to be his Apostles. Focussing this time on Thomas, the Pope said the name has a Hebrew root ta’am meaning “paired, twin” but that St John in his Gospel frequently refers to Thomas as "Dydimus", which in Greek means "the twin-one", although why he does is not clear.

Among the elements of the Gospels which describe the principal traits of Thomas’ personality the Pope mentions the time when Jesus decides to go to Bethania to call Lazarus back to life drawing dangerously close to Jerusalem and Thomas says: ‘Let us go too and die with Him. “This determination to follow the Master is truly exemplary – the Pope said – and is a valuable lesson for us: it reveals total willingness to follow Jesus even to identify one’s destiny with His and want to share with Him the supreme trial of death”. 

Another time when Thomas speaks was at the Last Supper, when, “warning them of his imminent departure, Jesus says he is going to prepare a place for the disciples that they may be there where He is; and explains: ‘You know the way to the place where I am going”. Thomas’ question, ‘Lord we do not know where you are going, how can we know the way?’ prompts the response of Jesus: ‘I am the way, the truth, the life. “Every time we hear or read these words  – the Pope said -, we can in thought be next to Thomas and imagine the Lord is speaking to us too”. We too often fail to understand Jesus and so we too have the courage to say: “Lord, I do not understand you, listen to me, help me understand”. 

Familiar to all is the scene of Thomas who doubts after the resurrection of Jesus. “Thomas thinks that the qualifying signs of Jesus’ identity are principally his wounds, which reveal to what point he loved us. In this the Apostles is not mistaken. As we know eight days later Jesus appeared again among his disciples, this time Thomas was present. It is Jesus who addresses him first: ‘'Put your finger here; look, here are my hands. Give me your hand; put it into my side. Do not be unbelieving any more but believe.' Thomas replied with the most magnificent proclamation of faith of the whole of the New Testament, 'My Lord and my God!’.” The evangelist continues with Jesus’ last word to Thomas: ‘You believe because you can see me. Blessed are those who have not seen and yet believe’. “This phrase can be put in the present – the Pope said -: ‘Blessed are those who do not see and yet believe’. Here Jesus pronounces the fundamental principle for the Christians who will come after Thomas, so for us too. The case of Thomas is important for us for at least three reasons: first because it comforts us in our uncertainty; secondly because it demonstrates that every doubt can reach a happy conclusion removing all uncertainty; and lastly because what he says to Jesus reminds us of the full meaning of mature faith and encourages us to go ahead despite the difficulties on our path to follow Him”.

The last time John mentions Thomas is as a witness to the Risen Lord following the miraculous catch of fish at Lake Tiberias. “We recall – the Pope concluded - that, according to ancient tradition, Thomas evangelised first Syria and then Persia (this was said as early as Origen, and reported by Eusebius of Cesarea) and then went to western India, from where Christianity spread also to southern India. In this missionary perspective we end our reflection expressing the hope that the example of Thomas may strengthen our faith in Jesus Christ, our Lord and our God.” (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 27/9/2006, righe 44, parole 646) 

See the Pope’s address

http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/pontefici/pontefice.php?id=609
VATICAN - Pope Benedict XVI receives Bishops of Malawi in visita ad limina: “a priest is called to live for others and not for himself, in imitation of Christ” 

Castel Gandolfo – This morning Pope Benedict XVI received the Bishops of Malawi, together as a conference for the ad limina visit after meeting each one individually over the past few days. The Pope remarked on the vitality of Malawi’s Catholic communities expressed in joyful celebration of the liturgy, common to all Africa and this reflects the predominant presence of young people in the population. The Holy Father encouraged the Bishops to “Continue to guide them with true fatherly care towards a deeper knowledge of their Crucified and Risen Lord, always providing them with sound catechesis in the faith. To this end, it is important that teachers and catechists receive good preparation for their noble task since, as you know, they play a vital part in helping the Bishop to carry out his responsibility as the one who teaches with Christ’s authority. Hence they should be well formed in the faith and able to communicate both the joy and the challenge of following Christ” and he affirmed “I am hopeful that the newly-opened Catholic University of Malawi will be able to make a significant contribution in this area, and I encourage you to do all you can to provide it with sufficient resources and to maintain high-quality teaching in fidelity to the Church’s Magisterium”

The Pope then spoke about the difficulties encountered by priests. In a world dominated by secular and materialist values, it can be hard to maintain the counter-cultural manner of life that is so necessary in the priesthood and the religious life. Some priests find themselves in a situation of want. “I am sure – he said -  that you will do your utmost to provide for the legitimate needs of your co-workers, while at the same time warning them against excessive concern with material possessions. Help your clergy not to fall into the trap of seeing the priesthood as a means of social advancement… The formation staff in the seminaries need to teach the students that a priest is called to live for others and not for himself, in imitation of Christ, who came "not to be served, but to serve and to give his life as a ransom for many" (Mk 10:45). Above all, the Bishop’s example of a truly Christ-centred ministry can serve as an inspiration to his priests. My dear Brother Bishops, live as authentic followers of Christ, and let your discipleship be the basis of the authority that you exercise. I pray that in this way you will be able to strengthen the bonds of fraternal charity within the presbyterium of each of your local Churches.”

Another field for commitment of the Bishops of Malawi concerns society : in a Pastoral Letter issued at Pentecost the bishops mentioned social and moral problems: food threatened by drought security and unjust management, AIDS spread due to infidelity in marriage, rights of women and children violated by human trafficking, domestic violence and those who advocate abortion… The Pope encouraged the Bishops to follow the example of the Good Shepherd and “guide your people away from the dangers that threaten them, and lead them into safe pastures”. Pope Benedict XVI ended his address recalling the scene of the Apostles gathered with Mary in the Upper Room to pray while awaiting the coming of the Holy Spirit, he urged the Bishops to continue to encourage the people to come together to pray in families, in Small Ecclesial Communities. “I too pray that the Spirit may be poured out abundantly upon all of you, and as I entrust you and your clergy, religious and lay faithful to the intercession of Mary, Mother of the Church, I cordially impart my Apostolic Blessing as a pledge of grace and strength in our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.”. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 29/9/2006, righe 45, parole 650)

See the Pope’s address in English

http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/pontefici/pontefice.php?id=610
VERBA PONTIFICIS

Charity
“The Catholic Church in Germany is outstanding for its social activities, for its readiness to help wherever help is needed. During their visits ad Limina, the Bishops, most recently those of Africa, have always mentioned with gratitude the generosity of German Catholics and ask me to convey that gratitude, and that is what I wish to do now, publically. The Bishops of the Baltic Countries, who came before vacations began, also told me about how German Catholics assisted them greatly in rebuilding their churches, which were badly in need of repair after decades of Communist rule. Every now and then, however, some African Bishop will say to me: “If I come to Germany and present social projects, suddenly every door opens. But if I come with a plan for evangelization, I meet with reservations”. Clearly some people have the idea that social projects should be urgently undertaken, while anything dealing with God or even the Catholic faith is of limited and lesser urgency. Yet the experience of those Bishops is that evangelization itself should be foremost, that the God of Jesus Christ must be known, believed in and loved, and that hearts must be converted if progress is to be made on social issues and reconciliation is to begin, and if - for example - AIDS is to be combated by realistically facing its deeper causes and the sick are to be given the loving care they need. Social issues and the Gospel are inseparable. When we bring people only knowledge, ability, technical competence and tools, we bring them too little. All too quickly the mechanisms of violence take over: the capacity to destroy and to kill becomes dominant, becomes the way to gain power - a power which at some point should bring law, but which will never be able to do so. Reconciliation, and a shared commitment to justice and love, recede into the distance. The criteria by which technology is placed at the service of law and love are then no longer clear: yet it is precisely on these criteria that everything depends: criteria which are not only theories, but which enlighten the heart and thus set reason and action on the right path.”. (10 September 2006 – Homily at the New Exhibition Centre in Munich and Angelus)

Faith

“At this moment, many memories of the years I passed in Munich and Regensburg come back to mind: memories of people and events which have deeply marked my life. Conscious of how much I have received, I have come here above all to express my deep gratitude towards all those who helped shape me as a person over decades of my life. But I also come here as the Successor of the Apostle Peter, to reaffirm and strengthen the deep bonds linking the See of Rome and the Church in our native land. These bonds have a history going back centuries and constantly nourished by firm adherence to the values of the Christian faith, an adherence in which the region of Bavaria can take particular pride. It is witnessed to by famous monuments, majestic cathedrals, statues and paintings of great artistic value, literary works, cultural initiatives and above all, the many individual and community events which reflect the Christian beliefs of successive generations in this Land which is so dear to me. The relations between Bavaria and the Holy See, notwithstanding some moments of tension, have always been marked by cordial respect. At decisive moments in their history, the Bavarian people have always confirmed their sincere devotion to the See of Peter and their firm attachment to the Catholic faith. The Mariensäule, which stands in the central square of our capital Munich, is an eloquent testimony to that faith.  Today’s social context is in many ways different from that of the past.  Still, I think we are all united in the hope that new generations will remain faithful to the spiritual patrimony which has withstood all the crises of history. My visit to the land of my birth is meant to be an encouragement in this regard: Bavaria is a part of Germany; sharing in the ups and downs of Germany’s history, and has good reason to be proud of the traditions inherited from the past. My hope is that all my compatriots in Bavaria and throughout Germany will play an active part in transmitting to tomorrow’s citizens the fundamental values of the Christian faith, which sustains all and is not a source of division, but rather opens up and brings closer together persons of different peoples, cultures and religions. I would gladly have visited other parts of Germany too, including all the various local Churches, especially those linked to personal memories. I have received many signs of affection from everywhere, and especially from the Dioceses of Bavaria, during this early stage of my Pontificate and over all these years. This is a source of strength to me every day. So I want to take this opportunity to express my deep gratitude. I have also been able to read about and to follow what has been done in these weeks and months, and how many people have helped in every way possible to make this a wonderful visit. And now let us thank the Lord who gives us also the Bavarian sky, since this was not something we could have ordered. Thank you!  May God repay you for all that has been done by all sorts of people – I will come back to this on other occasions – in order to guarantee the smooth running of this visit and these days”. (9 September 2006 – discourse during welcome ceremony in Munich)

 “We are gathered for a celebration of faith. But the question immediately arises: What do we actually believe? What does it mean to have faith? Is it still something possible in the modern world? When we look at the great Summae of theology compiled in the Middle Ages, or we think of the number of books written each day for or against faith, we might lose heart and think that it is all too complicated. In the end, we can no longer see the forest for the trees. True enough: faith's vision embraces heaven and earth; past, present and future; eternity - and so it can never be fully exhausted. And yet, deep down, it is quite simple. The Lord himself tells us so when he says to the Father: "you have revealed these things to the simple - to those able to see with their hearts" (cf. Mt 11:25). The Church, for her part, has given us a tiny Summa in which everything essential is expressed. It is the so-called "Apostles' Creed", which is usually divided into twelve articles, corresponding to the number of the twelve Apostles. It speaks of God, the creator and source of all that is, of Christ and his work of salvation, and it culminates in the resurrection of the dead and life everlasting. In its basic structure, the Creed is composed of only three main sections, and as we see from its history, it is merely an expansion of the formula for Baptism which the same Lord entrusted to his disciples for all time when he told them: "Go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit" (Mt 28:19). (12 September 2006 – Homily, Mass at  Islinger Feld, Regensburg) 
Once we realize this, two things become clear. First, faith is simple. We believe in God - in God, who is the Beginning and End of human life. We believe in a God who enters into a relationship with us human beings, who is our origin and our future. Consequently, faith is, always and inseparably, hope: the certainty that we have a future and will not end up as nothing. And faith is love, since God's love is "contagious". This is the first thing: we simply believe in God, and this brings with it hope and love. A second thing also becomes clear: the Creed is not a collection of propositions; it is not a theory. It is anchored in the event of Baptism - a genuine encounter between God and man. In the mystery of Baptism, God stoops to meet us; he comes close to us and in turn brings us closer to one another. Baptism means that Jesus Christ adopts us as his brothers and sisters, welcoming us as sons and daughters into God's family. He thus makes us one great family in the universal communion of the Church. Truly, those who believe are never alone. God comes to meet us. Let us go out to meet God and thus meet one another! To the extent we can, let us make sure that none of God's children ever feels alone! (12 September 2006 – Homily, Mass at Islinger Feld, Regensburg)
Islam

“The Pastoral Visit which I recently made to Bavaria was a deep spiritual experience, bringing together personal memories linked to places well known to me and pastoral initiatives towards an effective proclamation of the Gospel for today.  I thank God for the interior joy which he made possible, and I am also grateful to all those who worked hard for the success of this Pastoral Visit. As is the custom, I will speak more of this during next Wednesday’s General Audience. At this time, I wish also to add that I am deeply sorry for the reactions in some countries to a few passages of my address at the University of Regensburg, which were considered offensive to the sensibility of Muslims. These in fact were a quotation from a medieval text, which do not in any way express my personal thought. Yesterday, the Cardinal Secretary of State published a statement in this regard in which he explained the true meaning of my words. I hope that this serves to appease hearts and to clarify the true meaning of my address, which in its totality was and is an invitation to frank and sincere dialogue, with great mutual respect”. (17 September 2006 – Angelus)

 “The next day, Tuesday, in Regensburg, a Diocese established by St Boniface in 739 and whose Patron is Bishop St Wolfgang, there were three important appointments. In the morning Holy Mass was celebrated on Islinger Feld Esplanade, during which, taking up the theme of the Pastoral Visit: "Those who believe are never alone", we reflected on the content of the Creed. God, who is Father, wants through Jesus Christ to gather all humanity into a single family, the Church. For this reason the believer is never alone; those who believe must never be afraid of ending up in a blind alley. Then in the afternoon I went to Regensburg Cathedral, also famous for its choir of treble voices, the "Domspatzen" (cathedral sparrows), which boasts 1,000 years of activity and for 30 years was conducted by my brother Georg. It was there that the ecumenical celebration of Vespers was held in which many representatives of various Churches and Ecclesial Communities in Bavaria took part, together with members of the Ecumenical Commission of the German Bishops' Conference. This was a providential opportunity to pray together, to hasten full unity among all Christ's disciples and to reaffirm the duty to proclaim our faith in Jesus Christ, without attenuations, but in a clear and integral way and especially in our behaviour of sincere love. On that day it was a particularly beautiful experience for me to deliver a conference to a large audience of teachers and students at the University of Regensburg, where I taught as professor for many years. With joy, I was able to meet once again the university world that was my spiritual homeland for a long period of my life. As a theme I had chosen the issue of the relationship between faith and reason. To introduce my audience to the drama and timeliness of the topic, I cited some words from a 14th-century Christian-Islamic dialogue, with which the Christian interlocutor, the Byzantine Emperor Manuel II Paleologus - in an incomprehensibly brusque way for us - presented to his Islamic interlocutor the problem of relations between religion and violence. This citation, unfortunately, lent itself to misinterpretation. For the attentive reader of my text, however, it is clear that in no way did I want to make my own the negative words spoken by the Medieval Emperor in this dialogue, and that their polemical content does not express my personal conviction. My intention was quite different:  starting with what Manuel II subsequently said in a positive manner, with very beautiful words, about rationality that must guide us in the transmission of faith, I wanted to explain that it is not religion and violence but rather religion and reason that go together. The topic of my lecture - responding to the mission of the University - was therefore the relationship between faith and reason: I wished to invite [people] to the dialogue of the Christian faith with the modern world and to the dialogue of all the cultures and religions. I hope that in the various circumstances during my Visit - for example, when in Munich I emphasized how important it is to respect what is sacred to others - that my deep respect for the great religions, and especially for Muslims, who "worship God, who is one" and with whom we are engaged in preserving and promoting together, for the benefit of all men, "peace, liberty, social justice and moral values" (Nostra Aetate, n. 3), appeared quite clear. Therefore, I trust that after the immediate reactions, my words at the University of Regensburg will serve as an incentive and an encouragement for a positive, even self-critical dialogue, both between religions and between modern reason and the Christian faith”. (20 September 2006 – General Audience)

“Inter-religious and inter-cultural dialogue is a necessity for building together this world of peace and fraternity ardently desired by all people of good will. In this area, our contemporaries expect from us an eloquent witness to show all people the value of the religious dimension of life. Likewise, faithful to the teachings of their own religious traditions, Christians and Muslims must learn to work together, as indeed they already do in many common undertakings, in order to guard against all forms of intolerance and to oppose all manifestations of violence; as for us, religious authorities and political leaders, we must guide and encourage them in this direction. Indeed, "although considerable dissensions and enmities between Christians and Muslims may have arisen in the course of the centuries, the Council urges all parties that, forgetting past things, they train themselves towards sincere mutual understanding and together maintain and promote social justice and moral values as well as peace and freedom for all people" (Declaration, Nostra Aetate, 3). The lessons of the past must therefore help us to seek paths of reconciliation, in order to live with respect for the identity and freedom of each individual, with a view to fruitful co-operation in the service of all humanity. As Pope John Paul II said in his memorable speech to young people at Casablanca in Morocco, "Respect and dialogue require reciprocity in all spheres, especially in that which concerns basic freedoms, more particularly religious freedom. They favour peace and agreement between peoples" (no. 5)." ( Insegnamenti di Giovanni Paolo II, VIII, 2, 1985, pag. 501)”. (25 September 2006 – To Ambassadors of countries with a Muslim majority and to the representatives of Muslim Communities in Italy.) –

Mission
“We know that the Lord seeks labourers for his harvest. He himself said as much: "The harvest is plentiful, but the labourers are few; therefore ask the Lord of the harvest to send out labourers into his harvest" (Mt 9:37-38). That is why we are gathered here: to make this urgent request to the Lord of the harvest. God's harvest is indeed great, and it needs labourers: in the so-called Third World - in Latin America, in Africa and in Asia - people are waiting for heralds to bring them the Gospel of peace, the good news of God who became man. But also in the so-called West, here among us in Germany, and in the vast lands of Russia it is true that a great harvest could be reaped. But there is a lack of people willing to become labourers for God's harvest. Today it is as then, when the Lord was moved with pity for the crowds which seemed like sheep without a shepherd - people who probably knew how to do many things, but found it hard to make sense of their lives. Lord, look upon our troubled times, which need preachers of the Gospel, witnesses to you, persons who can point the way towards 'life in abundance'! Look upon our world and feel pity once more! Look upon our world and send us labourers! With this petition we knock on God's door; but with the same petition the Lord is also knocking on the doors of our own heart. Lord do you want me? Is it not perhaps too big for me? Am I too small for this? "Do not be afraid", the Angel said to Mary. "Do not fear: I have called you by name", God says through the Prophet Isaiah (43:1) to us - to each of us.”. (11 September 2006 – Homily at Marian Vespers in St Anne’s Basilica Altötting) 

The West excludes God
People in Africa and Asia admire, indeed, the scientific and technical prowess of the West, but they are frightened by a form of rationality which totally excludes God from man's vision, as if this were the highest form of reason, and one to be taught to their cultures too. They do not see the real threat to their identity in the Christian faith, but in the contempt for God and the cynicism that considers mockery of the sacred to be an exercise of freedom and that holds up utility as the supreme criterion for the future of scientific research. Dear friends, this cynicism is not the kind of tolerance and cultural openness that the world's peoples are looking for and that all of us want! The tolerance which we urgently need includes the fear of God - respect for what others hold sacred. This respect for what others hold sacred demands that we ourselves learn once more the fear of God. But this sense of respect can be reborn in the Western world only if faith in God is reborn, if God become once more present to us and in us. We impose our faith on no one. Such proselytism is contrary to Christianity. Faith can develop only in freedom. But we do appeal to the freedom of men and women to open their hearts to God, to seek him, to hear his voice. As we gather here, let us here ask the Lord with all our hearts to speak anew his "Ephphatha", to heal our hardness of hearing for God's presence, activity and word, and to give us sight and hearing. Let us ask his help in rediscovering prayer, to which he invites us in the liturgy and whose essential formula he has taught us in the Our Father. The world needs God. We need God. But what God do we need? In the first reading, the prophet tells a people suffering oppression that: "He will come with vengeance" (Is 35:4). We can easily suppose how the people imagined that vengeance. But the prophet himself goes on to reveal what it really is: the healing goodness of God. And the definitive explanation of the prophet's word is to be found in the one who died for us on the Cross: in Jesus, the Son of God incarnate, who here looks at us so closely. His "vengeance" is the Cross: a "No" to violence and a "love to the end". This is the God we need. We do not fail to show respect for other religions and cultures, we do not fail to show profound respect for their faith, when we proclaim clearly and uncompromisingly the God who has countered violence with his own suffering; who in the face of the power of evil exalts his mercy, in order that evil may be limited and overcome. To him we now lift up our prayer, that he may remain with us and help us to be credible witnesses to himself. Amen! (10 September 2006 – Homily during Mass at the New Trade Centre Munich) 
Saint Corbinian and the Bear
“I hope you will allow me to recall on this occasion a few thoughts which I set down in my brief memoirs with regard to my appointment as Archbishop of Munich and Freising. I was to become, and did become, the successor of Saint Corbinian. From my childhood I was very much taken with the story that a bear had attacked and killed the horse on the saint was riding across the Alps.  Corbinian severely scolded the bear and he punished him by loading him down with all his baggage and making him carry it all the way to Rome. So the bear, carrying the baggage of the saint, had to go to Rome, and only there was he allowed by the saint to go free.  In 1977, when I had to face the difficult choice of whether or not to accept my appointment as Archbishop of Munich and Freising, knowing that it would take me away from my usual work at the university and mean new work and new responsibilities, I had to do a lot of reflecting. And precisely then I remembered this bear and the interpretation of verses 22 and 23 of Psalm 73 that Saint Augustine, in a situation much like my own and in the context of his own priestly and episcopal ordination, had come up with and later set down in his sermons on the Psalms. In Psalm 73, the Psalmist asks why in this world good things often happen to bad people, while bad things happen to many good people. And he goes on to say: “I was foolish in my thinking, I stood in your presence like a dumb beast. But then I entered the sanctuary and I understood how even amid my troubles I was close to you and that you were always with me”. Augustine loved this Psalm and often made reference to it, seeing in the words “I stood in your presence like a dumb beast” (in Latin, iumentum) a reference to the beasts of burden used in North Africa to work the land. In this iumentum he saw an image of himself as a beast of burden for God, someone burdened by his responsibility, the sarcina episcopalis. He had chosen the life of a scholar and God had called him to become a “beast of burden”, a sturdy ox drawing the plough in God’s field, doing the heavy labour assigned to him. But he came to realize: just as the beast of burden is very close to the farmer, working under his direction, so I am very close to God, because thus I serve him directly for the building up of his Kingdom, the the building up of his Church. With these words of the Bishop of Hippo in mind, I have found in Saint Corbinian’s bear a constant encouragement to carry out my ministry with confidence and joy – thirty years ago, and again now in my new task – and to say my daily “yes” to God: I have become for you a beast of burden, but as such “I am always with you” (Ps 73:23). Saint Corbinian’s bear was set free in Rome. In my case, the Lord decided otherwise. And so I find myself once more at the foot of the Mariensäule, imploring the intercession and blessing of the Mother of God, not only for the city of Munich and for my beloved Bavaria, but for the universal Church and for all people of good will”. (9 September 2006 - Discourse in Marienplatz in Munich) 
Prayer
“The Liturgy of the Hours is another fundamental way of being with Christ: here we pray as people conscious of our need to speak with God, while lifting up all those others who have neither the time nor the ability to pray in this way. If our Eucharistic celebration and the Liturgy of the Hours are to remain meaningful, we need to devote ourselves constantly anew to the spiritual reading of sacred Scripture; not only to be able to decipher and explain words from the distant past, but to discover the word of comfort that the Lord is now speaking to me, the Lord who challenges me by this word. Only in this way will we be capable of bringing the inspired Word to the men and women of our time as the contemporary and living Word of God.

Eucharistic adoration is an essential way of being with the Lord. Thanks to Bishop Schraml, Altötting now has a new "treasury". Where once the treasures of the past were kept, precious historical and religious items, there is now a place for the Church's true treasure: the permanent presence of the Lord in his Sacrament. In one of his parables the Lord speaks of a treasure hidden in the field; whoever finds it sells all he has in order to buy that field, because the hidden treasure is more valuable than anything else. The hidden treasure, the good greater than any other good, is the Kingdom of God - it is Jesus himself, the Kingdom in person. In the sacred Host, he is present, the true treasure, always waiting for us. Only by adoring this presence do we learn how to receive him properly - we learn the reality of communion, we learn the Eucharistic celebration from the inside. Here I would like to quote some fine words of Saint Edith Stein, Co-Patroness of Europe, who wrote in one of her letters: "The Lord is present in the tabernacle in his divinity and his humanity. He is not there for himself, but for us: for it is his joy to be with us. He knows that we, being as we are, need to have him personally near. As a result, anyone with normal thoughts and feelings will naturally be drawn to spend time with him, whenever possible and as much as possible" (Gesammelte Werke VII, 136ff.). Let us love being with the Lord! There we can speak with him about everything. We can offer him our petitions, our concerns, our troubles. Our joys. Our gratitude, our disappointments, our needs and our aspirations. There we can also constantly ask him: "Lord send labourers into your harvest! Help me to be a good worker in your vineyard!”. (11 September 2006 - Homily at Marian Vespers in St Anne’s Basilica, Altötting) 

Scientific research
“When science is applied to the alleviation of suffering and when it discovers on its way new resources, it shows two faces rich in humanity: through the sustained ingenuity invested in research, and through the benefit announced to all who are afflicted by sickness. Those who provide financial means and encourage the necessary structures for study share in the merit of this progress on the path of civilization. On this occasion, I would like to repeat what I said at a recent Audience: "Progress becomes true progress only if it serves the human person and if the human person grows: not only in terms of his or her technical power, but also in his or her moral awareness" (cf. General Audience, 16 August 2006). In this light, somatic stem-cell research also deserves approval and encouragement when it felicitously combines scientific knowledge, the most advanced technology in the biological field and ethics that postulate respect for the human being at every stage of his or her existence. The prospects opened by this new chapter in research are fascinating in themselves, for they give a glimpse of the possible cure of degenerative tissue diseases that subsequently threaten those affected with disability and death. ”. (16 September 2006 – Discourse to participants at International Conference on Stem Cells) 

Priests
“Dear priests, if the holiness of the Face of Christ remains impressed within you, pastors of Christ's flock, do not fear: the faithful entrusted to your care will also be infected with it and transformed.

And you, seminarians, who are training to be responsible guides of the Christian people, do not allow yourselves to be attracted by anything other than Jesus and the desire to serve his Church. 
I would like to say as much to you, men and women religious, so that your activities may be a visible reflection of divine goodness and mercy. "Your Face, O Lord, I seek": seeking the Face of Jesus must be the longing of all of us Christians; indeed, we are "the generation" which seeks his Face in our day, the Face of the "God of Jacob". If we persevere in our quest for the Face of the Lord, at the end of our earthly pilgrimage, he, Jesus, will be our eternal joy, our reward and glory for ever: "Sis Jesu nostrum gaudium, qui es futurus praemium: sit nostra in te gloria, per cuncta semper saecula". This is the certainty that motivated the saints of your Region, among whom I would like to mention in particular Gabriel of Our Lady of Sorrows and Camillus de Lellis; our reverent remembrance and our prayer is addressed to them. But let us now address a thought of special devotion to the "Queen of all the saints", the Virgin Mary, whom you venerate in the various shrines and chapels scattered across the valleys and mountains of the Abruzzi Region. May Our Lady, in whose face - more than in any other creature - we can recognize the features of the Incarnate Word, watch over the families and parishes and over the cities and nations of the whole world. May the Mother of the Creator also help us to respect nature, a great gift of God that we can admire here, looking at the marvellous mountains surrounding us. This gift, however, is exposed more and more to the serious risks of environmental deterioration and must therefore be defended and protected. This is urgently necessary, as Archbishop Forte noted and as is appropriately highlighted by the Day of Reflection and Prayer for the Safeguarding of Creation, which is being celebrated by the Church in Italy this very day”. (1 September 2006 – Visit to the Shrine of the Holy Face at Manoppello, Chieti, Italy) 
“Where do we go, if we say "yes" to the Lord's call? The briefest description of the priestly mission - and this is true in its own way for men and women religious too - has been given to us by the Evangelist Mark. In his account of the call of the Twelve, he says: "Jesus appointed twelve to be with him and to be sent out" (3:14). To be with Jesus and, being sent, to go out to meet people - these two things belong together and together they are the heart of a vocation, of the priesthood. To be with him and to be sent out - the two are inseparable. Only one who is "with him" comes to know him and can truly proclaim him. And anyone who has been with him cannot keep to himself what he has found; instead, he has to pass it on. Such was the case with Andrew, who told his brother Simon: "We have found the Messiah"(Jn 1:41). And the Evangelist adds: "He brought Simon to Jesus" (Jn 1:42). Pope Gregory the Great, in one of his homilies, once said that God’s angels, however far afield they go on their missions, always move in God. They remain always with him. And while speaking about the angels, Saint Gregory thought also of bishops and priests: wherever they go, they should always "be with him". We know this from experience: whenever priests, because of their many duties, allot less and less time to being with the Lord, they eventually lose, for all their often heroic activity, the inner strength that sustains them. Their activity ends up as an empty activism. To be with Christ - how does this come about? Well, the first and most important thing for the priest is his daily Mass, always celebrated with deep interior participation. If we celebrate Mass truly as men of prayer, if we unite our words and our activities to the Word that precedes us and let them be shaped by the Eucharistic celebration, if in Communion we let ourselves truly be embraced by him and receive him - then we are being with him”. (11 September 2006 – Homily at Marian Vespers in St Anne’s Basilica Altötting) 

“The motto of these days has been: “those who believe are never alone”. These words apply and must apply especially to priests, to each one of us. They apply in two senses: a priest is never alone because Jesus Christ is always with him. He is with us, let us also be with him! But they must apply in another sense too. He who becomes a priest enters into a presbyterate, a community of priests together with their Bishop. He is a priest in this communion with his confrères. Let us commit ourselves to live this out, not only as a theological and juridical precept, but as a practical experience for each of us. Let us offer this communion to one another, let us offer it especially to those that we know are suffering from loneliness, those that we know are troubled by questions and problems, and perhaps by doubts and uncertainties! Let us offer this communion to each other, and so experience our communion with Jesus Christ ever anew, more fully and more joyfully, through being with the other, through being with others! Amen”. (14 September 2006 – Speech to priests and permanent deacons at Freising Cathedral)

St Gregory the Great 

“With delicate health but strong moral character St Gregory the Great carried out intense pastoral and civil action. He left a vast collection of letters, wonderful homilies, a famous commentary on the Book of Job and writings on the life of St Benedict, as well as numerous liturgical texts, famous for the reform of song that was called "Gregorian", after him. However, his most famous work is certainly the Pastoral Rule, which had the same importance for the clergy as the Rule of St Benedict had for monks in the Middle Ages. The life of a pastor of souls must be a balanced synthesis of contemplation and action, inspired by the love "that rises wonderfully to high things when it is compassionately drawn to the low things of neighbours; and the more kindly it descends to the weak things of this world, the more vigorously it recurs to the things on high" (II, 5). In this ever timely teaching, the Fathers of the Second Vatican Council found inspiration to outline the image of today's Pastor. Let us pray to the Virgin Mary that the example and teaching of St Gregory the Great may be followed by pastors of the Church and also by those in charge of civil institutions”. (3 September 2006 – Angelus) 
Syncretism
“To avoid any misunderstanding with regard to the meaning of what John Paul II achieved in 1986 and, to use his very words with regard ti what has been referred to as the "spirit of Assisi", it is important to remember the care taken at the time to ensure that the inter-religious Meeting to pray for peace did not lend itself to misinterpreted syncretistic interpretations, based on a relativistic concept. Precisely in view of this, at the very beginning of the meeting John Paul II said:  <The fact that we have come here does not imply any intention of seeking a religious consensus among ourselves or of negotiating our faith convictions. Neither does it mean that religions can be reconciled at the level of a common commitment in an earthly project which would surpass them all. Nor is it a concession to relativism in religious beliefs...( 2. address to Heads and Representatives of the Christian Churches and Ecclesial Communities and of the World Religions John Paul II 27 October 1986>). I wish to reaffirm this principle which is the basis for the dialogue between religions called for by the Second Vatican Council  in the Declaration on the Church’s relations with non Christian religions (cfr Nostra aetate, 2)”.

In his message the Holy Father greeted the representatives of other religions present at the meeting: “I am happy to have this opportunity to greet the members of other religions taking part in the event. As we Christians they to realise that in prayer it is possible to have a very special experience of God and to draw from it effective impulse to work for the cause of peace. However it is necessary also in this to avoid inopportune confusion. Therefore even when we find ourselves together to pray for peace, it is important that prayer take place according to those distinct paths particular to the various religions. This was the decision in 1986, and such a decision cannot but still be valid today. The convergence of opposites must not give the impression of a capitulation to the relativism that denies the very meaning of truth and the possibility of attaining it.” Pope Benedict XVI recalled that the 1986 Meeting was followed by many initiatives which “each in its own way, highlighted the value of John Paul II’s intuition and reveal its relevance in the light of events in the past twenty years and the situation of humanity today”. The Message continues “to build peace cultural, political and economic paths are important. Nevertheless first of all peace is built in hearts. In the heart in fact are born sentiment which either nourish peace or threaten, weaken and suffocate it. What is more the human heart is the place where God intervenes. Besides the "horizontal" dimension of relations among persons, of fundamental importance in this matter is the ‘vertical’ dimension of each person’s relationship with God, from whom all things come”. Towards the end of the message the Pope recalled that the little town Assisi was chosen to host the initiative because it is “universally known because of the figure of Saint Francis. Because of his special witness it became a natural point of reference for all who cultivate the ideal of peace, respect for nature, dialogue among peoples, religions and cultures. However so as not to betray the message of Francis it is important to remember that it was his radical decision to follow Christ that gave him the key to understanding the brotherhood to which all men and women are called and in which even inanimate creatures, “brother sun” and “sister moon” share in some way. I am happy therefore that this 20th anniversary of John Paul II’s prayer initiative for peace, there coincides also the eighth centenary of the conversion of Saint Francis. These two commemorations shed light on each other reciprocally. The words Francis heard from Christ on the cross - "Go, Francesco, repair my house …" -, his option for radical poverty, his embrace to the leper which expressed his new ability to see and to love Christ in those who suffer, were the beginning of a human and Christian adventure which continues to attract so many men and women of our day making this modest little town the destination of countless pilgrims.””. (4 September 2006 – Message for 20th  anniversary of the Interreligious Day of Prayer for Peace )
INTERVENTUS SUPER QUAESTIONES

Islam

Vatican City – On Saturday 16 September the Holy See Press Office issued the following statement by the Secretary of State Cardinal Tarcisio Bertone. “Given the reaction in Muslim quarters to certain passages of the Holy Father's address at the University of Regensburg, and the clarifications and explanations already presented through the Director of the Holy See Press Office, I would like to add the following:- The position of the Pope concerning Islam is unequivocally that expressed by the Conciliar document Nostra Aetate: "The Church regards with esteem also the Muslims. They adore the one God, living and subsisting in Himself; merciful and all-powerful, the Creator of heaven and earth, Who has spoken to men; they take pains to submit wholeheartedly to even His inscrutable decrees, just as Abraham, with whom the faith of Islam takes pleasure in linking itself, submitted to God. Though they do not acknowledge Jesus as God, they revere Him as a prophet. They also honour Mary, His virgin Mother; at times they even call on her with devotion. In addition, they await the day of judgement when God will render their deserts to all those who have been raised up from the dead. Finally, they value the moral life and worship God especially through prayer, almsgiving and fasting" (no. 3).- The Pope's option in favour of inter-religious and inter-cultural dialogue is equally unequivocal. In his meeting with representatives of Muslim communities in Cologne, Germany, on 20 August 2005, he said that such dialogue between Christians and Muslims "cannot be reduced to an optional extra," adding: "The lessons of the past must help us to avoid repeating the same mistakes. We must seek paths of reconciliation and learn to live with respect for each other's identity". - As for the opinion of the Byzantine emperor Manuel II Paleologus which he quoted during his Regensburg talk, the Holy Father did not mean, nor does he mean, to make that opinion his own in any way. He simply used it as a means to undertake - in an academic context, and as is evident from a complete and attentive reading of the text - certain reflections on the theme of the relationship between religion and violence in general, and to conclude with a clear and radical rejection of the religious motivation for violence, from whatever side it may come. On this point, it is worth recalling what Benedict XVI himself recently affirmed in his commemorative Message for the 20th anniversary of the Inter-religious Meeting of Prayer for Peace, initiated by his predecessor John Paul II at Assisi in October 1986: " ... demonstrations of violence cannot be attributed to religion as such but to the cultural limitations with which it is lived and develops in time. ... In fact, attestations of the close bond that exists between the relationship with God and the ethics of love are recorded in all great religious traditions".- The Holy Father thus sincerely regrets that certain passages of his address could have sounded offensive to the sensitivities of the Muslim faithful, and should have been interpreted in a manner that in no way corresponds to his intentions. Indeed it was he who, before the religious fervour of Muslim believers, warned secularised Western culture to guard against "the contempt for God and the cynicism that considers mockery of the sacred to be an exercise of freedom".- In reiterating his respect and esteem for those who profess Islam, he hopes they will be helped to understand the correct meaning of his words so that, quickly surmounting this present uneasy moment, witness to the "Creator of heaven and earth, Who has spoken to men" may be reinforced, and collaboration may intensify "to promote together for the benefit of all mankind social justice and moral welfare, as well as peace and freedom" (Nostra Aetate no. 3) (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 18/9/2006; righe 42; parole 575)
Mission
Tai Pei – “Prayer is not passive or impotent! Prayer helps us find the truth. With the country in disorder we Christians must pray and pray above all that the president will repent”: this was part of a letter written by Archbishop Joseph Cheng of Tai Pei, for September 8th feast of the Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary, in which he underlines the necessity of ethical behaviour, of prayer and intimation of Christ in social and political life in this time of crisis in Tai Wan. The archdiocesan bulletin Christian Life Weekly, said Archbishop Chen says the people would not call on the president to resign for no reason. His behaviour and words obviously betrayed the promises made to the people”.  What Christians can do  “is to pray for the conversion of our leader. That the Lord may help him see where he was mistaken, admit his weakness and errors made in his name…. We pray for our Island that God will bless this land where the faith is not known everywhere. We pray the people may discern with conscience and wisdom and courage and overcome the crisis and restore peace as soon as possible”. The Catholic Archbishop of Tai Pei encouraged the people and political leaders to meditate on the figure of Christ, an excellent example for all”. Last of all Bishop Joseph Cheng urged the faithful to entrust their prayers to the hands of the Blessed Virgin Mary on the occasion of the feast of her  Nativity, “that through her intercession we may receive blessings and hope”. (Agenzia Fides 08/09/2006  Righe: 38  Parole: 452”. 
Ashgabat – In a country which is 90% desert land, the Gospel is beginning to flower thanks to the work and prayers of Fr. Andrzej Madej, an Oblate Missionary of Mary Immaculate(OMI), Superior of the Catholic mission in Turkmenistan. The former Soviet territory has a population of 5 million 90% Muslim. The Catholic community consists of 64 baptised Catholics, fifty catechumens preparing for baptism and a group of ‘friends of Christianity’”, Polish born Father Madej, aged 55 told Fides. Turkmenistan, like Kazakstan, Tadjikistan, Uzbekistan, Kirghizistan, is a land of “first evangelisation”: there are no churches and the government does not allow any to be built. The regime of President Saparmurad Nijazov prohibits missionary work except on the part Sunni Muslims and Russian Orthodox Christians. There is a local community of Armenian Catholics but  it has not yet obtained official recognition. According to the Catholic aid agency ‘Aid to the Church in Need’ for a religious community to be recognised the pastor or leader must be a citizen of the country. Most of the 64 Latin Catholics are of Polish and German origin. At the moment Mass is celebrated in the Papal Nunciature at Ashgabat or in private homes. The Catholic community has not even succeeded in regaining possession of its centuries old church at Turkmenbashi, the only Armenian church to survive the Soviet period, today in a state of total abandon. However, Fr Andrzej Madej, who resides in the capital Ashgabat, is full of hope for the future: “We are two priests and the community draws strength from catechesis with adults and young people, prayer, the recitation of the Rosary in particular, celebration of the Eucharist. There are no women religious and we have no church. We say Mass and hold other prayers in private”. He added: “When I met Pope John Paul II five months before his death I showed him a stone from Turkmenistan’s Kopetdag mountains and I said: ‘Holy Father we hope one day to build a Catholic Church here. The Pope blessed the stone which is still here in my apartment, but not for long we hope”. (PA) (Agenzia Fides 15/9/2006 righe 29 parole 292)”
Violence in the name of God
Mumbai - – The people’s response to violence and terrorism is ‘no’. After the recent attack in front of a mosque in Malegaon, in the western Indian state of Maharashtra, “people in Maharashtra have mobilised against anyone who wants to start inter-community, inter-religious conflict. They have launched a major campaign to promote social harmony a local Catholic source told Fides. “Civil leaders have called for calm trying to stop the tension caused by the attack on the mosque. As investigation continues – the source said – it is clear that there are factions which want to trigger conflict and violence. But this is a trap to be avoid and people seem to realise this. Religious leaders are of the same opinion and say these episodes must not be labelled religious. Many people display a lighted candle in the window of their homes as a sign of rejection of terrorism, fundamentalism and violence and a desire for harmony. 

The bomb blast occurred on 8 September in front of a Nurani mosque in Malegaon, a town with a population of 700,000 situated 250 km north east of Mumbay, in Maharashtra state. Police say the bombs were two, one in the cemetery wall and the other in the square in front of the mosque complex. In the explosion 38 people were killed and at least 100 wounded. The attacks came on Friday when thousands of Muslims were praying on the occasion of the Shab-e-barat day for the commemoration of the dead. In a situation of concern that the attack might lead to conflict between Muslims and Hindu, the mobilisation of the people against violence augers well for the isolation and defeat terrorist groups. (PA) (Agenzia Fides 11/9/2006 righe 26 parole 269).
QUAESTIONES

VATICAN – Opening ceremony of CEP Study Seminar in Rome for 99 Bishops in mission territories appointed in the past two years: “You bishops are the builders of the Church which has started a new millennium in its history” Card Dias says

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) – A solemn celebration of Vespers, yesterday Sunday 10 September, opened the Study Seminar organised by the Congregation for the Evangelisation of Peoples for  99 Bishops appointed in the past two years of mission territories Africa, Asia, America and Oceania (see Fides 8/9/2006).  


This morning a concelebrated Mass was presided by CEP secretary Archbishop Robert Sarah. There followed a conference by the Prefect of the Congregation for the Evangelisation of Peoples Cardinal Ivan Dias, on the “Origin, development and responsibilities of the Congregation for the Evangelisation of Peoples”. “This course – the Cardinal said – intends to be an act of sincere communion on the part of the Missionary Congregation with each of your Particular Churches and at the same time an opportunity for us to get to know each personally… the immediate and practical aim of our Seminar is to offer you time to pray, reflect and learn more about the life and ministry of the bishop who, particularly in the early years, meets with difficulties and problems. The theoretical and practical presentation of situations and concerns by specialists and leading Church members of great experience on the matters in question will help you when you return to your dioceses to grow in your love for the Lord and have more courage and enthusiasm in your service as bishops”. 

Cardinal Dias began by outlining the historical-cultural context in which the Sacra Congregatio de Propaganda Fide was born in 1622, and he then illustrated the nature, goals and responsibilities of the Congregation. One principal criteria of responsibility is geographical-territorial: “which means our responsibility covers most of Africa, Asia, and Oceania except for Australia, some local Churches in northern Canada and in Latin America – the Cardinal explained -. Certain regions of Europe which used to be the responsibility of the CEP, such as Bosnia-Herzegovina, Montenegro, Albania, Macedonia and Gibraltar, on 4 January 2006 became regions of common right. On 30 June 2006 the number of ecclesiastical circumscriptions dependent on the CEP was 1,082, representing almost 40% of the presence of the universal Church in the world… the Congregation is responsible for all the ecclesial activity in these mission territories from the appointment of bishops to formation in seminaries, the life and ministry of priests, men and women religious, catechists, committed lay Catholics with all the consequences, also financial, which this implies”.



Among the emerging difficulties for mission today Cardinal Dias mentioned first of all that of missionary animation: “by sacramental nature the Bishop is a missionary, one sent to proclaim Christ to the world. This is why missionary pastoral must be his main concern”. The second challenge facing the CEP is formation in mission territories for all the faithful (bishops, priests, men and women religious, catechists, committed lay Catholics) which is “a priority for mission territories living a time of maturing and growing which calls for sound and ongoing formation for all if we wish to safeguard the future of our Churches”. Another important issue requiring attention is inculturation and inter-religious dialogue: “Inter-religious dialogue cannot be seen as a new relativistic belief which is against conversion or mission  – said Cardinal Dias -. Of course the Church is engaged in authentic dialogue, not simply talks with our brother believers. However the urgent task in inter-religious dialogue is to open the way for the proclamation of Christ, the Way, Truth, and Life. Therefore dialogue does not replace proclamation, it leads to it”. Lastly the problems of nationalism, tribalism and the caste system. The Cardinal urged the Bishops: “Preach continually and with courage against these forms of division which render obscure the authentic face of Christ and his Church  and lead to division, discord and at times even death among those who are brothers in Christ and children of the same Father”.


Proclaiming the faith to the nations is a complex task. Card. Dias concluded: “ Today as in the past new missionary situations arise. In addition to the classical non Christian areas we see social-cultural environments which appear to have renounced the legacy of the Gospel … These are the new squares in which it is urgent to proclaim the good news of the Kingdom; these new challenges for the Church of the third millennium, are also your challenges. You bishops are the builders of the Church which has started a new millennium in her history”. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 11/9/2006; Righe 54 - Parole 738)

VATICAN - Study Seminar for Bishops – Archbishop Sarah describes the activity of the Congregation for the Evangelisation of Peoples to guarantee the best formation and education for clergy and religious and catechists in mission territories 

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) – On Monday 11 September at the Seminar organised by the Congregation for the Evangelisation of Peoples CEP for Bishops appointed in the past two years, CEP secretary, Archbishop Robert Sarah, spoke about the Congregation’s activity to guarantee clergy and religious and catechists in mission territories the best formation and education, involving its Colleges in Rome and also at institutes and Seminaries in other countries affiliated with the Congregation’s Pontifical Urban University.


First of all Archbishop Sarah presented the CEP Colleges in Rome “concerned with the scientific and spiritual formation of the clergy”. In 1622 when it was founded the Congregation de Propaganda Fide opened a Propaganda Fide College to train priests for missionary work. Pope Urban VIII in 1627 established the nature, finality and aims of the College to prepare diocesan priests “to proclaim and defend the Catholic faith all over the world”. Once trained the priests returned to their own countries to serve the Church there. “From the beginning Propaganda Fide insisted on good intellectual and spiritual formation and preparation for local clergy” said Archbishop Sarah. The College included a university for the humanistic philosophical, theological and missionary formation of priests and seminarians from the mission territories under Propaganda Fide and those under the Congregation for the Eastern Churches. “This college was the first and for three centuries the only one dedicated exclusively to the formation of local clergy in mission territories” the Archbishop said. In 1927 Pius XI moved the Urban University from Piazza di Spagna to where it is today on the Gianicolo Hill.         


In the second half of the 20th century XX as missionary work expanded  the Congregation of Propaganda Fide opened two more colleges to flank Urban College in the formation of priests from mission territories: the Pontificio Collegio di San Pietro Apostolo (1946) and the Pontificio Collegio di San Paolo Apostolo (1960). In the 1970s two more centres were opened Collegio Mater Ecclesiae at Castel Gandolfo for the formation of Catechists, and Foyer Paolo VI on the campus Urban University campus for the formation of women religious from mission territories. In 2005-2006 the catechists studying at Collegio Mater Ecclesiae were moved to the Collegio San Francesco d’Assisi in Via di Torre Rossa, Rome.


Urban College is considered the CEP’s ‘major seminary”. For the academic year 2005/2006 it accepted 98 seminarians and 49 other students of Vietnamese and Chinese nationality from the Centro Culturale Asiatico. The Collegio San Pietro Apostolo accepted 152 student priests and Collegio San Paolo Apostolo 186. In addition there are 60 catechists at the Collegio San Francesco d’Assisi and  80 women religious at the Foyer Paolo VI, making a total 621 students from 500 different dioceses in 100 different countries. The continents most represented are Africa and Asia, but there are also students from Oceania, the Middle East, Latin America and Europe. With regard to the institutes and seminaries in mission territories affiliated with the Pontifical Urban College and therefore with the (Propaganda Fide) today, the Congregation for the Evangelisation of Peoples, Archbishop Sarah said the total number today is  89: 54 in Africa, 27 in Asia, 3 in America, 3 in Europe and 2 in Australia-Oceania. Reflecting on the importance of Bishop’s role with regard to seminary life, Archbishop Sarah stressed collaboration to organise inter-diocesan and national seminars, the necessity of organising structures for academic formation, efforts to ensure that formators and teachers have adequate preparation, attention for vocational discernment. Archbishop Sarah ended by entrusting to the pastoral concern of the Bishops “this important task of the formation of seminarians”. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 12/9/2006; Righe 54 - Parole 738)

ASIA – Asian Bishops at Rome Study Seminar organised by the Congregation for the Evangelisation of Peoples share impressions
Vatican City – Communion among Bishops, closer relations with the Congregation for the Evangelisation of Peoples, insight with regard to the Bishop’s identity and ministry: Asian Bishops at Rome Study Seminar (10-23 September) organised by the Congregation for the Evangelisation of Peoples share their impressions with Fides.

Bishop Joseph Prathan, a Salesian, Bishop of the diocese of Surath Thani in southern Thailand: “I am happy to take part in this meeting because it is an opportunity to meet other bishops from many different countries. I find this experience very enriching. Not only do we bishops come together, we experience communion with the universal Church and learn more about the people who work at  Propaganda Fide. Being a ‘missionary bishop’ means living every moment and circumstance in the spirit of the Gospel. In my diocese we are a community of 7,000 Catholics among a population of 9 million. We strive to share with others God’s love for all men and women. This is a gift which only we Christians can offer: we have something to share with them. We had an opportunity for this when my diocese was affected by the tsunami and we were able to witness with our work of solidarity”.

Another Salesian Bishop Mgr Pierre Nguyen Van De, Auxiliary of the diocese of Bui Chu, in Vietnam, told us: “I am very happy to have a chance to understand more profoundly the Bishop’s mission and duties so I may follow Christ wherever he calls. I will do my best to fulfil my mission. The pastoral priority is to evangelise among those who have yet to meet Christ. Our diocese is one of the oldest in the country, it is the area where the first missionaries to Vietnam arrived: now we must carry on their work of proclaiming the Gospel to those whom the Lord places on our path”.

Bishop Norbert Andradi, Bishop of the diocese of Anuradhapura, in Sri Lanka, a member of the congregation of the Oblate Missionaries of Mary Immaculate (OMI): “It is wonderful to be here to meet and make friends with the other 98 bishops. The Seminar is an opportunity for sharing experience, and I find this most helpful. The enriching diversity of the world’s continents is very evident. The  sight of so many young bishops from Asia, Africa, America and Oceania shows that the Church is ever new, ever young”. Bishop Andradi said being a Catholic bishop in Sri Lanka is not easy especially in a situation of violence and tension. “We have to be builders of reconciliation and peace. We must help put an end to the violence which has destroyed the life of our people for too many years. Faithful to the Gospel builders of peace, as bishop, a member of a missionary religious order, I try to give special attention to the poor, the excluded and the homeless”.

A member of the Mission Society of the Divine Word, Bishop John Hung Shan-chuan, bishop of the diocese of Kiayi, in Taiwan: “I am happy to be here for this encounter with other new bishops and to take advantage of this opportunity for formation which is so important for our new duties. It is an opportunity to get acquainted, to grasp better the sense of our mission and understand more deeply our identity and duties. When I return to my diocese I will work to make this experience bear fruit. Taiwan is a small territory. It is a shame that bishops of mainland China cannot be here with us. This Seminar would be a wonderful experience for them of universal communion among bishops. Let us hope that in the future their participation will be possible. I will make this intention my personal prayer”. (PA) (Agenzia Fides 13/9/2006 righe 40 parole 434)

VATICAN Study Seminar for Bishops – “Evangelising cultures is the mission of the Church” says Cardinal Paul Poupard 
Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) – The ministry of the Bishop with regard to the evangelisation  of cultures was the theme of the conference given by Cardinal Paul Poupard, president of the Pontifical Councils for  Culture and for Inter-religious Dialogue, on 13 September to Bishops from mission countries gathered in Rome for a special Seminar organised by the Congregation for the Evangelisation of Peoples.   The Cardinal recalled that Pope Paul VI in his “Evangelii nuntiandi” encyclical said clearly that evangelisation is a ‘person to person’ movement. However evangelisers depend on their culture and those to be evangelised are immersed in their cultures. Cultures can help or hinder the proclamation of the Gospel. “A major challenge for the Church today which is regularly mentioned at every Synod of Bishops at which I have taken part for 25 years now, is that of inculturation of the Gospel” said Cardinal Poupard. “Evangelising cultures is the mission of the Church, a task she has always undertaken through her members and intends to continue with the help of the Spirit of Jesus Christ, in the midst of the joys and hopes, and sorrows and anguish triggered by events in society in this beginning of the third Christian millennium, for over six billion men and women living in our world of contrasts”. Cardinal Poupard underlined the vastness and complexity of the field of culture and its numerous definitions because this concept “refers to a complex phenomenon which cannot be defined in categories of a dictionary”. We refer to elements which characterise a people defining its identity: languages, customs, grade of education, behaviour, patrimony inherited in the centuries, art, architecture, literature … the great vision of mankind brought by Christ and proposed by the Church can never put cultures that open to the Gospel in crisis. The history of  Covenant teaches that God “speaks to man in languages he can understand. And the Church, in order to make the |Good News of Christ heard and understood, must speak the languages of peoples and help them understand the language of God”. To evangelise cultures it is necessary to identify and discern the challenges facing the evangeliser in our day the Cardinal said mentioning globalisation, and its positive and negative aspects  (“the human person is no longer considered the goal of economy and finance, progress in science and technology, education and politics …”). This poses a  problem of the identity of people and their legitimate cultural diversities and can lead people to reject the Church as an expression of a foreign culture, and this is certainly an obstacle to evangelisation. There is also the challenge of cultural pluralism, accompanied by spreading urbanisation which gives rise to new forms of culture. Another challenge is posed by the encounter with Islam which should lead Christians to “deeper awareness of the joy of being Christians, adorers of the one God, not a solitary point, but a source from which there springs eternal and infinite the love of the Father, the Son and the Spirit  … Dialogue with Islam must help Christians become more aware of the beauty of the Christian faith founded on the Incarnation of  God who became man to enable mankind can become God”.       Cardinal Poupard ended his conference with these words: “Inculturation is at the heart of mission. The Gospel creates cultures. It is faith which becomes culture, faith which becomes Church, in the new joy of Christmas, the redeeming light of Easter and the creator fire of Pentecost”. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 14/9/2006; Righe 47 - Parole 660)

Africa – The Catholic Church present among Muslims: African bishops in Rome for the Seminar organised by the Congregation for the Evangelisation of Peoples share experience 
Rome (Agenzia Fides)- “Our local Catholic community still depends on the solidarity of the universal Church. In the Sahara region and all over Algeria, most Catholics are foreigners. This is why the universal Church takes care of the little Church in Algeria, nourishing it in order to maintain this Christian witness in a mainly Muslim country”. This was said by Bishop Claude Rault, of the diocese of Laghouat, in Algeria, at present in Rome to take part in the Study Seminar organised by the Congregation for the Evangelisation of Peoples 10-23 September. “In this context” the Bishop of Laghouat continued, “our small community is a bridge between the west and Islam. We see in our experience every day that it is possible to live in contact with Muslims in peace and with respect for one another’s religious beliefs and traditions. We see it is possible to work together to solve problems which concern the future of humanity. For example when we tackle questions about the future of humanity we always find common ground on which to collaborate. Also at the spiritual level, when we speak of the profundity of the human soul it is possible to dialogue and to experience reciprocal enrichment”.  “The face of our local Church is changing, it has become more  universal. Since the tragic time of the civil strife 1990 to 2000, which we now refer to as the “black years”, the Church in Algeria has become universal with the presence of Catholics from Sub-Saharan, Asian and Latin American countries” Bishop Rault concludes. Bishop Castor Paul Msemwa of the diocese of Tunduru-Masasi in Tanzania, a social reality with a predominant Islamic component: “In my diocese Catholics only account for 15% of the population, while the Muslims amount to 70%. In this situation direct evangelisation is not easy: as we witness to Christ through our social services, we earn the trust and esteem of the people gradually building an atmosphere in which it is possible to share the Word of Christ”. “We find this is the best way to be true Christians among a Muslim majority. However one cannot generalise. The world of Islam is ver complex and diversified, and where there are fundamentalist currents it is necessary to be very prudent. Fortunately Islam in my diocese is mainly traditional African school which is very open and willing to dialogue” Bishop Msemwa told Fides. Both Bishops said they were extremely happy and grateful for the opportunity to take part in the Seminar  offered by the Congregation for the Evangelisation of Peoples: “We find among bishops from many different countries that many share the same ecclesial realities and this encourages us to strive to find new solutions to common problems and it gives us an tangible experience of belonging to one family-of-God, the universal Church”. (L.M.) (Agenzia Fides 14/9/2006 righe 40 parole 477)

October 2006: The Pope’s missionary prayer intention “May the celebration of World Mission Sunday intensify the spirit of missionary animation and cooperation everywhere”

Comment by Cardinal Ivan Dias Prefect of the Congregation for the Evangelisation of Peoples 
Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) – In this month of October 2006 we celebrate the 80th anniversary of the institution of World Mission Sunday. In fact on 14 April 1926 Pope Pius XI gave his approval to a request formulated by the Superior General Council of the Pontifical Society for the Propagation of the Faith which, in a plenary assembly, petitioned the Supreme Pontiff to establish “a day of prayer and propaganda for the missions to be celebrated on the same day in every Catholic diocese, parish and institute in the world”. The reasons for the request were clearly stated: “The day would foster understanding of the greatness of the missionary task, encourage zeal among the clergy and the people; offer an opportunity to make the Society for the Propagation of the Faith ever more widely known and encourage offerings for the missions...” (cfr. Rescript Sacred Congregation for Rites 14 April 1926).     

In these eighty years humanity as walked briskly, ever faster in recent times. It has experienced terrible tragedies, such as two worlds wars, the holocaust, conflicts in every part of the planet, but it has also made progress in the fields of science, technology and medicine; it has launched itself to conquer space, equipped itself with sophisticated means of communications, solemnly proclaimed the inviolable rights of every human person, witnessed profound social and political changes such as the fall of the Berlin Wall. 

Nevertheless how often, even in recent decades, has man attempted to remove God from history, distance Him from personal life, sever every vital link with Him, proclaiming himself master of the universe, of humanity, of creation. Then man fought man, humanity fell into the abyss of violence and brutality. The ambition to deny the existence of God did not bring happiness and wellbeing, on the contrary it caused suffering, unhappiness, insecurity… “Yet, the great breakthroughs of technology and science that have considerably improved humanity's condition leave unresolved the deepest searchings of the human soul. Only openness to the mystery of God, who is Love, can quench the thirst for truth and happiness in our hearts;” (Pope Benedict XVI, general audience, 16 August 2006).

Eighty years later is the request made by the Superior General Council of the Pontifical Society for the Propagation of the Faith still valid? Is it still necessary to intensify missionary animation and cooperation? “The Christian community in our time too feels sent to the men and women of the third millennium in order to acquaint them with the truth of the Gospel message and thereby give them access to the path of salvation. And this, as I said, is not an option but the vocation proper to the People of God, a duty incumbent upon it by the command of the Lord Jesus Christ himself ” the Holy Father Pope Benedict XVI reminded participants at the Conference promoted by the Congregation for the Evangelisation of Peoples to mark the 40th anniversary of the  "Ad Gentes" Decree issued by Vatican II  (speech 11 March  2006). 




Hence humanity of the third millennium has more than ever need of Christ, to know the love of the Father and the power of his Spirit. Today it is still necessary to become missionaries for humanity so travailed and troubled, to enable those who have never heard of Jesus Christ to know Him and those who have denied Him with their behaviour to return to the right path. The mission that Jesus Christ entrusted to his Church is more than ever urgent, indeed “it is only just beginning”, as the Holy Father Pope  John Paul II wrote in the encyclical “Redemptoris Missio” (n.1). However for this mission to continue someone must assume responsibility, indeed every baptised person must shoulder this task.           

The Missionary Prayer Intention indicated by the Holy Father Pope Benedict XVI for this month calls us to pray “that the celebration of World Mission Sunday may intensify the spirit of missionary animation and cooperation everywhere”. Heeding the Pope’s call then, let us pray that Mission Sunday will be an opportunity not only to “speak about the Missions” but above all to pray for the missions, let us “use gentle violence to persuade the Most Sacred Heart of Jesus to hasten universal recognition of his divine sovereignty”. May every baptised person become more aware that he or she is called, because of baptism, to announce the message of Jesus Christ, Saviour and Redeemer. As Vatican II so aptly says, this Day is an opportunity to realise that the whole People of God is “on mission”: – not only part of it, the Pope, bishops, priests, religious,  – all of us, every day of our life, in every circumstance to which the vicissitudes and decisions of our personal history lead us, to those we come into contact and whom the Lord places on our path. Only this will intensify “the spirit of missionary animation and cooperation” and ensure that Mission is not an appointment for a few hours once a year, but rather the beat of the clock of our spiritual life day after day, month after month, year after year. May the clock of missionary life be charged by prayer because “the Christian who prays does not claim to be able to change God's plans or correct what he has foreseen. Rather, he seeks an encounter with the Father of Jesus Christ, asking God to be present with the consolation of the Spirit to him and his work.” (Deus Caritas est, n.37).
Let us entrust ourselves to Most Holy Mary, whom we invoke especially in the month of October with the recitation of the Holy Rosary, that through her intercession we may obtain the same ardour as that of the Apostles gathered with her in the Upper Room who were not discouraged after the Lord’s Ascension but persevered in confident prayer. And when the Spirit filled them with His gifts they did not hesitate to leave the place where they were to go out to announce to everyone the wondrous reality of Jesus Christ who died and is risen. Let us transform our communities, our families, our groups of missionary work and apostolate, in many more “upper rooms” in which to invoke with perseverance and untiringly the gift of the Spirit, in order to be ready to go out to the world, since  “the proclamation of and witness to the Gospel are the first service that Christians can render to every person and to the entire human race, called as they are to communicate to all God's love, which was fully manifested in Jesus Christ, the one Redeemer of the world” (Pope Benedict XVI  speech 11 March  2006). Mary, Queen of the Apostles and Queen of the Missions, pray for us! Card. Ivan Dias (Agenzia Fides 25/9/2006; righe 73, parole 1.065)

VATICAN – Missionary Month of October starting tomorrow will culminate with Mission Sunday. Comment on the Holy Father’s mission prayer intention for October by Cardinal Ivan Dias Prefect of the Congregation for the Evangelisation of Peoples 

Vatican City (Fides Service) – The Church’s Missionary Month of October starting tomorrow will culminate with the annual recurrence of Mission Sunday on the last but one Sunday of the month, this year 22nd October, a day to remember missionaries everywhere with prayers and special collections. October was chosen as the month for the Missions to commemorate the discovery of the new continent, America. For the month of October this year Pope Benedict XVI indicated the following theme to the Apostolate of Prayer: “That the celebration of World Mission Sunday may intensify missionary animation and cooperation everywhere” We give below the comment on this intention by Cardinal Ivan Dias Prefect of the Congregation for the Evangelisation of Peoples. (SL) (Fides 30/9/2006)   
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