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AGENZIA DELLA CONGREGAZIONE PER L'EVANGELIZZAZIONE DEIPOPOLI




  FIDES Service - 30 October 2005

FIDES SPECIAL FEATURE 

Instrumentum mensis Octobris pro lectura Magisterii 

Summi Pontifici Benedicti XVI, pro evangelizatione 

in terris missionum

Annus I – Numerus VII, October A.D. MMV

The celebration of the 11th General Assembly of the Synod of Bishops on the theme “Eucharist,  source and summit of the Church’s life and mission” an event which closed the Year of the Eucharist was the central event in the life of the Church this month. From October 2 to 23 over 250 Synod Fathers from all over the world gathered in the Vatican, around the Holy Father, Benedict XVI present all through the assembly, to reflect and pray on the mystery of the Eucharist. During his weekly appointments on Sundays for the Angelus and on Wednesdays for the general audience the Holy Father did not fail to underline the importance of the Eucharist in the life and mission of the Church calling everyone to be spiritually united with the work of the Synod . On two occasions Pope Benedict  XVI recalled his predecessor Pope John Paul II who convoked both the Year of the Eucharist and the Synod assembly. The activity of the Synod was marked by moments of prayer and also a festive meeting in St Peter’s Square between Pope Benedict XVI and over a hundred thousand children who made the First Holy Communion in the last 12 months for a catechesis on the Eucharist and Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament. On Mission Sunday, the day of the closing of the Synod, during Mass for the canonisation of new Saints the Pope underlined once again the close bond between Eucharist and Mission and said that all the Saints drew impulse and strength for mission from the sacrament of the Eucharist.

· SYNTHESIS INTERVENTUUM

2 October 2005 – Homily during Mass to open Synod of Bishops

2 October  2005 – Angelus

3 October 2005 –  Meditation at the start of Synod

5 October 2005 –  General Audience

9 October 2005 –  Beatification of Clemens August von Galen and Angelus

12 October 2005 – General Audience

15 October 2005 – Catechesis and prayers with First Communion children

16 October 2005 – Angelus

17 October 2005 – Address the Bishops of Ethiopia and Eritrea on ad limina visit

19 October 2005 – General Audience

23 October 2005– Homily at Mass to close Synod, Year of Eucharist and canonise 5 new saints 

23 October 2005 – Angelus

26 October 2005 – General Audience

28 October 2005–Message for World day for  Migrants and Refugees  (15 January )

28 October 2005 – Message for 40th anniversary of Nostra aetate declaration

30 October 2005 – Angelus   

29 October 2005 – Address after Beatification of  martyrs Josep Tàpies and companions and María de los Ángeles Ginard Martí

· VERBA PONTIFICIS 

       Fraternal correction 

Dialogue

Eucharist

Joy in Suffering

John Paul II
Mission

Do not ban God from public life

Prayer
· INTERVENTUS SUPER QUAESTIONES

Natural disasters – Pakistan’s Catholics assist Kashmir earthquake victims. “A day’s wages in aid of the homeless”. Caritas sends volunteers to the site, President of Catholic Bishops’ Conference leads special prayers

Natural disasters – Catholics mobilised Jammu-Srinagar diocese co-ordinating efforts 

Natural disasters - The size of tragedy cannot be calculated: thousands are homeless after hurricane Stan swept the country. 1.400 inhabitants of Panabaj village buried alive. Cardinal Quezada Toruño appeals for “Solidarity without frontiers”

Natural disasters -Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament with special intention for families affected by earthquake. Catholic hospital in Kashmir headquarters for Christian aid organisations 
Natural disasters - Natural disasters are a time to live faith, hope and charity: “This is the time when the light of our faith should illuminate the darkness of calamity” says Bishop of Escuintla

Natural disasters - Pontifical Mission Societies assist Kashmir earthquake victims  

Natural disasters - Archbishop of Lahore appeals for solidarity with earthquake victims. All over the world Pontifical Mission Societies mobilise  

Eucharist - As the Year of the Eucharist comes to a close the Church in Kerala holds special liturgies, seminars and other initiatives 
Eucharist - Synod of Bishops – “Relatio ante disceptationem” Cardinal Angelo Scola: “the constitutive factors of evangelisation and new evangelisation are essential implications of Eucharistic action”
Eucharist - Initiatives and publications for Adoration and Celebration of the Eucharist and to encourage liturgy of ‘beauty’ also after the Year of the Eucharist 

Eucharist - “Although some people might think night time Adoration is out of date our groups continue to welcome new members,  especially people most committed to evangelisation” says President Spain’s National Council of Adoration Groups

Eucharist - “In Nairobi prisons the miracle of the Eucharist reawakens the faith”. Consolata parish celebrates Week of the Eucharist of prayer and adoration  

Eucharist - Catholic immigrants ‘at home’ with the Eucharist: “Since I left my family and came to Italy I try to spend some time with Jesus every day, in front of the Tabernacle I am in the company of Jesus and my parents and friends feel close” 

Mission - “The Church in the 20th century was like a ship which was moved by the Holy Spirit across tempestuous seas, to reach new land and despite a thousands difficulties, to plant the seed of Christ’s love”: Cardinal Crescenzio Sepe addresses Convention ‘The Holy Spirit in the history of the 20th century’
Mission - “The Church in Mexico is encouraged by Pope Benedict XVI not only to work to alleviate suffering but also to eliminate the causes”: Bishops tell people on return from ad limina visit to Rome
Mission - Cardinal Sepe opens Academic year at the Pontifical Urban University: “We are sent and our mission is not ours it is the mission of the Son! We carry nothing of ourselves. We carry only Christ always and everywhere”
Mission - Pontifical Mission Societies  help earthquake victims in Kashmir. 


Mission - “The Eucharist and its miracles”: testimonial from Siberia 
Mission - Pope Benedict XVI canonises Chile’s  first male Saint: Alberto Hurtado, “a contemplative in action” who devoted his life to helping the poor, promoting vocations and forming the laity 


Prayer – Liturgical texts now in Karimojong.

Prayer - The Bible and SMS or text messages : new technology at the service of the Word of God 

Prayer - The importance of song in Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament: a reflection

Prayer - “For believers in Malawi where the serious food shortage continues October will be above all a month of prayer” says a local Monfort Missionary 

Prayer - Year of the Eucharist is new impulse to the faith for small Catholic community; Liturgy of the Hours now in Icelandic  

· QUAESTIONES

Interview of his Holiness Benedict XVI to the Polish television

Catechetical meeting of the Holy Father with children who had received their First Communion during the year
Interview with Cardinal Crescenzio Sepe Prefect of the Congregation for the Evangelisation of Peoples on the occasion of WORLD MISSION SUNDAY 2005

The Synod Fathers at the 11th Ordinary Synod address a letter to the four Chinese prelates absent from the synodal assembly
SYNTHESIS INTERVENTUUM

2 October 2005 – homily during Mass to open the Synod of Bishops
VATICAN - Benedict XVI opens Synod of Bishop on the Eucharist: “If we remain in Christ we too will bear fruit, we will produce not the vinegar of self-sufficiency, malcontent with God and his creation, but the good wine of joy in God and love for neighbour”
Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) – On Sunday 2nd October in St Peter’s Basilica Pope Benedict XVI presided  a solemn concelebration of the Eucharist with Synod Fathers from all over the world for the opening of the 11th general assembly of the Synod of Bishops on the theme: “Eucharist: source and summit of the life and mission of the Church”. The readings for the 28th Sunday of Ordinary time presented the image of the vine: “wine and with it the vine have become images of the gift of love in which we can have some experience of the taste of the Divine” the Pope explained in his reflection on the readings focussed on three thoughts.The first thought was that “creating mankind in his image God infused in him the capacity to love, and to love his Creator. With the canticle of love of the prophet of Isaiah God speaks to the heart of his people – and to each of us present...God waits for us. He wishes to be loved by us: can such a call fail to touch our heart?... Will it be answered? Or will it happen with us, as with vine in Isaiah which, God says: ‘he expected would bear grapes, but the grapes produced were wild? Is not our Christian life very often more vinegar than wine? Self pity, conflict, indifference?” After describing the goodness of God and the depth of his love and searching for mankind, the readings also present mankind’s failure. Isaiah says: “God planted choicest vines and yet they bore wild grapes”, violence, bloodshed and oppression. “In the Gospel the image changes – the Pope said - : the vine produces good grapes but the tenants want to keep the harvest for themselves … they  claim to be the proprietors, taking possession of something which does not belong to them”. These tenants are a mirror for men and women of today to whom creation is entrusted: “We want to be the masters of it, personally and alone. We want to possess the world and our own lives without limits. God gets in the way. He is either reduced to a devout phrase or completely dismissed, banished from public affairs, so that he loses all significance … But when man takes over as master of the world and proprietor of himself justice cannot exist. There can only be overruling abuse of power and interests”. The third element highlighted by the Holy Father was God’s judgement with regard to his vine and ourselves today. “The threat of judgement regards us too, the Church in Europe, Europe and the West in general – the Pope said -. With this Gospel the Lord cries in our ears the words which he addressed to the Church in Ephesus in the Book of Revelation: "If you do not mend your ways I will come and take your candelabra from its place " (2,5). We too may have the light taken away and we would do well to let this warning resound with all its seriousness in our soul …”. A word of comfort comes from the verse of the Alleluia taken from John’s Gospel: "I am the vine, you are the branches. He who remains in me and I in him bears much fruit " (Jn 15,5). “With these words of the Lord, John illustrates the ultimate and  true ending to the story of God’s vineyard. God never fails. In the end he wins, love wins”. The death of his Son is not the end of the story, from it “life is born, a new building is formed, a new vine grows”… “In the Upper room he brought forward his death transforming it into a gift  of self, an act of total love. His blood is a gift of love and therefore the true wine desired by the Creator. In this way Christ becomes the vine and this vine always bears good fruit: the presence of his love for us which is everlasting. So these parables refer to the mystery of the Eucharist in which the Lord offers us the bread of life and the wine of his love and invites us to the feast of eternal love … In the Eucharist from the cross he draws all men and women to himself  (Jn 12,32) and makes us branches of the vine that is himself. If we remain in him we too will bear fruit, we will produce not the vinegar of self-sufficiency, of malcontent with God and his creation, but the good wine of joy in God and love for neighbour.” (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 3/10/2005, righe 46, parole 751)

See the Pope’s homily in English

http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/pontefici/pontefice.php?id=366
2 October 2005 - Angelus

VATICAN - The Pope’s Angelus reflection: “The Eucharist is the propelling centre of all the Church’s evangelising activity … it has shaped illustrious missionary apostles , in every state of life”

Vatican City (Fides Service) – Contemplation of the mystery of the Eucharist in the missionary dimension was the subject of Pope Benedict XVI’s midday reflection before the Angelus prayer on Sunday 2 October.  The Holy Father told those present in St Peter’s Square he had just presided the solemn Mass to open the 11th ordinary assembly of the Synod of Bishops which for three weeks will reflect on the "Eucharist: source and summit of the life and mission of the Church". “Catholic doctrine on the Eucharist authoritatively defined by the Council of Trent, must be understood, lived and handed on again and again in a new way in keeping with the times – the Pope said -. The Eucharist may be seen as a “lens” though which to verify continually the face and journey of the Church which Christ founded that every man and woman may know of God’s love and find it in fullness of life”. 

Benedict XVI then recalled that Pope John Paul II wished to dedicate a whole year to the Eucharist and that it should close at the end of the Synod on 23 October, Mission Sunday.  “This coincidence– the Pope said – helps us to contemplate the Eucharistic mystery in its missionary perspective. The Eucharist in fact is the propelling centre of all the Church’s evangelising activity, somewhat like the heart in the human body. Without the celebration of the Eucharist where they are nourished at the table of the Word and Body of Christ, Christian communities would lose their authentic nature: only because they are “Eucharistic” can they offer mankind Christ, not only ideas of values however lofty and important. The Eucharist has shaped illustrious missionary apostles in every state of life: bishops, priests, religious, lay people; saints of active and contemplative life. We think on the one hand of St Francis Xavier fired by love for Christ to go to the far East to announce the Gospel; on the other, Saint Therese of Lisieux, a young Carmelite nun, whose feast we celebrated yesterday. In the cloister she lived her ardent apostolic spirit deserving to be proclaimed with St Francis Xavier patron of the Church’s missionary activity.”

Lastly, the Pope recalled that October is the month of the Rosary and he encouraged those present to reread Pope John Paul II’s apostolic letter Rosarium Virginis Mariae “and to put its indications into practice at the individual, family and community level”. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 3/10/2005; righe 30, parole 401)

See address in Italian
http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/pontefici/pontefice.php?id=368
3 October 2005 – Pope Benedict XVI Synod of Bishops – Opening Meditation 

VATICAN - Synod of Bishops – Opening Meditation by Pope Benedict XVI: the Lord “knocks at our door, he is close and so also is true joy, stronger than all the sadness of the world, of our lives”

Vatican City (Fides Service) – The 11th general Assembly of the Synod of Bishops began with a prayer and a brief Scripture reading followed by an off the cuff meditation by Pope Benedict XVI in which the Holy Father underlined  “five imperatives and a promise” presented in the reading by St Paul. Here are passages of the Pope’s meditation.

The first imperative is frequently found in the letters of St Paul: «gaudete». “Is it possible to command joy?... If the loved one, love, the greatest gift of my life is near me, if I can be certain that the One who loves me is near even in situations of tribulation, there is deep in my heart a joy stronger than any suffering… the apostle can say «gaudete» because the Lord is close to each one of us. And so this imperative is in actual fact a call to realise that the Lord is present and close to us”

The second imperative «perfecti estote» is a call to be what we are: images of God, beings created in relation to the Lord, a  «mirror» reflecting the light of the Lord. “So in this imperative our soul is like an apostle’s net which at times does not function properly because it is lacerated by our own intentions; or like a  musical instrument which unfortunately has some broken chords and so God’s music does not resound in the depth of our soul as well as it should. Repair this instrument, recognise the lacerations, destruction, negligence  and try to render it perfect and complete so it may serve for what the Lord created it. So this imperative could be a call for regular examination of conscience … and a call to the  Sacrament of Reconciliation…”

Then «exortamini invicem». “Fraternal correction is a work of mercy. No one can see himself properly, see his defects. And so this is an act of love, to complement one another, to help one another to correct ourselves. I think that one of the points of collegiality is that we should help one another, also in the sense of the former imperative, to see the faults which we ourselves do not wish to see … to help one another to be open so we can see these things. Naturally this demanding work of mercy … calls for much humility and love… Not only correcting, but also consoling, sharing the suffering of the other person, helping in times of difficulty. This too I see as an important act of true collegial affection”. 

«Idem sapite»: “Having the same taste for things, the same fundamental view of reality with all the differences which are not only legitimate but also necessary … How could we have in substance a common thought to guide us with the Holy Church unless we share the faith which is not invented by us, it is the faith of the Church, the common foundation which supports us and on which we toil?... We can share the faith of the Church because with this faith we enter the Lord’s own thoughts and sentiments. We think with Christ.”

“The last imperative «pacem habete et eireneuete», is almost a summary of the four previous ones, being in union with God who is our peace, with Christ who assured us: «pacem dabo vobis». We have inward peace because being in the thought of Christ unites our being...So inner peace is born and only if we live from a profound inner peace can we be men of peace in and for the world and for others”.

“The promise comes before the imperatives rendering them possible, and it comes therefore also before the realisation of these imperatives. That is, first and foremost, whatever we do, the God of love and peace is open to us, is with us... …  In everything we do, as described in the five imperatives, we are cooperating, collaborating with the God of peace who is with us. But this is true, on the other hand, to the extent that we enter truly into this presence God has given us, this gift already present in our being. His presence, his being with us is something which grows naturally.” (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 4/10/2005, righe 48,  parole 691)

See the Pope’s ‘off the cuff’ meditation in Italian:

http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/pontefici/pontefice.php?id=369
5 October 2005 – General Audience

VATICAN - The Pope’s teaching at the general audience: “The Lord is not immobile or absent he is a living person who leads his people, is moved to pity for them, sustains them with his power and his love” 

Vatican City (Fides Service) – During the general audience this morning in St Peter’s Square, Pope Benedict XVI concluded his teaching on Psalm 134 (13-21 – “God alone is great and eternal” – vespers Friday week 3 ) which he started last week. In the first part of the psalm speaks of the exodus, in the second part the psalmist presents two different religious visions: on the one hand “the figure of the living and personal God at the centre of authentic faith. His presence is effective and salvific – the Pope said -; the Lord is not immobile or absent he is a living person who «guides» his people is moved to pity for them, sustains them with his power and his love. On the other hand we have idolatry, expression of religiosity deviated and deceptive. In fact the idol is nothing but «the work of man », product of human desires; and therefore powerless to overcome creatural limits”. 

Those who adore this dead reality – the Pope said – are destined to become similar to it, “powerless, fragile, inert. These verses clearly portray the eternal human temptation to seek salvation in «the work of human hand», placing hope in riches, power, success, in material things”. The psalm concludes with a liturgical blessing: “From the assembled community a choral blessing expressed in different voices and the humility of the faith ascends to God creator of the universe and saviour of his people. The liturgy is the privileged place to listen to God’s word which renders present the Lord’s redeeming acts and it is also the place for lifting up community prayer to celebrate God’s love. God and mankind meet in an embrace of salvation which happens precisely in the liturgical celebration.”

At the end of the audience address a special word of greeting to the sick, newly wedded couples and young people particularly young members of Adoration groups in Rome from all over the world for a conference on the Eucharist: “May the shining example of St Francis of Assisi whose feast we celebrated yesterday lead you dear young people to make the Eucharist the centre of your personal and community life and may you learn to live of its spiritual power; may St Francis help you sick people find comfort and peace in the crucified Christ and face suffering with courage; may he lead you dear newly married couples to an ever deeper love for God and for one another in the daily experience of the joy which comes from reciprocal giving of self open to life”. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 5/10/2005, righe 30, parole 454)

See the Pope’s address in various languages

http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/pontefici/pontefice.php?id=370
9 October 2005 – Beatification Clemens August von Galen and Angelus

VATICAN - Indicating the figure of Blessed Clemens August Graf von Galen, Benedict XVI recalls that “the faith is not merely a private sentiment, to be hidden when it is embarrassing ” and asks for prayers for the Synod of Bishops. Appeal for earthquake victims in south east Asia and floods in central America 

Vatican City (Fides Service) – On Sunday 9 October Cardinal José Saraiva Martins, prefect of the congregation for the causes of saints, celebrated Mass in St Peter’s and, charged by Pope Benedict XVI, he read the  Apostolic Letter with which the Holy Father inscribed in the Register of the Blessed, Clemens August Graf von Galen (1878-1946) bishop of Münster. At the end of the celebration the Pope descended to the Basilica to venerate the relics of the new Blessed and address thousands of Germans who had travelled to Rome for the occasion. He then addressed the crowds gathered in the Square from his window for the Angelus prayer. 

The Pope recalled the new Blessed as an “intrepid opposer of the Nazi regime”. “In God’s name he denounced the neo-pagan ideology of National-Socialism, defending the freedom of the Church and human rights gravely violated, protecting Jews and the weakest citizens which the regime thought should be eliminated” the Pope said, holding him up as a  “model of Christian courage”. “This is the message ever timely of Blessed von Galen: faith is not merely a private sentiment, to be hidden when it is embarrassing, it implicates coherence witness also in public in favour of mankind, justice and truth”. 

The Holy Father then mentioned the assembly of the Synod of Bishops reflecting on the theme of the Eucharist in the Church’s life and mission. “For the Synod I ask you to keep praying that it may bear the expected fruits” the Pope said recalling that in this month of October “every ecclesial community is called to renew its missionary commitment”, he invited those present to re-read the part of the apostolic letter Mane nobiscum Domine where Pope John Paul II speaks of the Eucharist as "principle and project of mission" (nn. 24-28). Benedict XVI then entrusted this intention to the intercession of Most Holy Mary and Saint  Daniel Comboni whose feast falls on 10 October: “He was an illustrious evangeliser and protector of the continent of Africa, may he help the Church of our day to respond with faith and with courage to the mandate of the Risen Lord who sends her to announce God’s love to all peoples”.

After the Marian prayer the Pope greeted those present in different languages and launched to appeals. In English the Pope urged the international community to offer “rapid and generous” assistance to earthquake victims in south east Asia, causing serious damage and loss of life in  Pakistan, India and Afghanistan: “I commend to the loving mercy of God all who lost their lives and express my profound closeness to thousands of people injured or affected”. In Spanish the Pope said: “I wish to mention the people of the beloved nations of Central America and Mexico suffering the consequences of heavy rain and floods which have caused material damage and loss of life. I pray for the eternal repose of the dead and express my spiritual closeness to those who have lost their homes and  livelihood. I call on institutions and people of goodwill to offer effective assistance in a spirit of authentic fraternal solidarity  ”. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 10/10/2005; righe 39, parole 567)

See the Pope’s address
http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/pontefici/pontefice.php?id=371
12 October 2005 – General Audience

VATICAN - The Pope’s general audience teaching on Psalm 121: “An ideal portrayal of the Holy City and its religious and social functions to demonstrate that biblical religion is neither abstract nor intimist but rather ferment of justice and solidarity”

Vatican City (Fides Service) –  Psalm 121 (Greeting from the Holy City of Jerusalem – 1st vespers Sunday week 4) is one of the “most beautiful and passionate” canticles of ascent, “a lively and participated celebration in Jerusalem the holy city to which the pilgrims ascend”. With these words the Holy Father Pope Benedict XVI started his teaching at the general weekly audience in St Peter’s Square in the presence of several thousands of visitors.

The psalm opens with the presentation of two moments lived by the believer: “the day in which he accepts the invitation to ‘go to the house of the Lord’ and the day of the happy arrival at the ‘gates’ of Jerusalem”. When the pilgrim reaches at last that “holy and beloved” land his lips open in festive song in honour of Zion. Jerusalem “symbol of security and stability… the heart of the unity of the twelve tribes of  Israel”, furthermore there is another reality a sign of God’s presence in Israel: “the seats of the house of David, that is the dynasty of David governs, an expression of God’s intervention in history which will culminate with the Messiah”. The “seats” are  also called “seats of justice” because the king was also the supreme judge. “So Jerusalem, the political capital, was also the highest juridical see where controversies were solved in ultimate instance”. “Thus the psalm traces an ideal portrayal of Holy City – the Holy Father explained – and its religious and social function, demonstrating that biblical religion is neither abstract nor intimist, but rather ferment of justice and solidarity. Communion with God is followed necessarily by communion among brothers”.

The final invocation  “is all patterned on the Hebrew word shalom ‘peace’, traditionally considered the root of the name of the holy city Jerusalem interpreted as the «city of peace». As we know– said Benedict XVI  - , shalom alludes to the messianic peace which includes joy, prosperity, good, abundance. Indeed in the final greeting which the pilgrim addresses to the temple, the  ‘house of our God, to peace he adds ‘good’… this is the wish for a blessing on the faithful who love the holy city, on the city’s physical reality walls and palaces in which pulses the life of a people, on all brothers and friends. In this way Jerusalem becomes a home of harmony and peace.” (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 12/10/2005, righe 25, parole 391)

See the Pope’s address in different languages

http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/pontefici/pontefice.php?id=372
15 October 2005 – Catechesis and prayers with First Communion Children

VATICAN – ‘The Eucharist is our Celebration’ Pope Benedict XVI  First Communion Children

Vatican City (Fides Service) – In the early evening of Saturday October 15, over 100,000 children who made their First Holy Communion this year, mainly from Italy but also from other countries, accompanied by their parents, catechists and parish priests filled St Peter’s Square and beyond, for a special catechism class on the Eucharist with Pope Benedict XVI. As the Year of the Eucharist draws to a close and while the Synod of Bishops is assembled to reflect on the mystery of the Eucharist the event was “a good opportunity to  underline the essential place of the sacrament of the Eucharist in children’s spiritual formation and growth” the Pope had said when he announced the initiative some months back on 12 June. 

 
The meeting, with the slogan “The Eucharist is our Celebration”, lasted just under two hours. The first half hour the children were entertained by popular singers and actors who spoke about the values of celebration, peace and brotherhood. The children were particularly enthralled by a group of Rumanian clowns used to dealing with children. In fact in Bucharest these generous artistes help street children start a new life by teaching them the art of the circus. The children also watched film clips of Pope John Paul II with children to the background song Morning Watchmen composed after Pope John Paul II encouraged 2 million participants at World Youth Day 2000 in Rome  to be alert like watchmen. 

Pope Benedict XVI arrived in the square just after 6pm in an open car welcomed by dancing and singing and thousands of waving scarves. The official welcome address was read by ten year old Emanuele who spoke about his own feelings when he made his First Holy Communion and then ran to hug the Pope with a: “we love you”. There followed a reading from the 1st Letter of St Paul to the Corinthians (11,23-26) on the institution of the Eucharist, psalm 147 and response “Laudate omnes gentes, laudate dominum” and the Gospel of the miracle of the loaves and fishes (Lk 9, 11b-17).    


Speaking off the cuff the Pope then began to answer questions put by a small group of children representatives sat cross legged on the floor around him. Recalling his own First Communion the Pope said: “That day I was very happy because Jesus had come into my heart and I knew it was the beginning of a new stage in my life and that it was important to remain faithful to this meeting, this communion”. On child asked whether it was necessary to go to confession every time before receiving Holy Communion even if the sins were always the same. The Pope replied that it was necessary to confess a serious sin which offends Jesus so deeply that friendship with him is broken and must start again”. With regard to frequent confession,  the Pope said “frequent confession helps us  keep our soul tidy and beautiful and to mature in life”. 

Another question was about the presence of Jesus in the Eucharist: “I cannot see Him” said Andrea, and the Pope replied: "We cannot see Him, yet there are many things we cannot see but that exist and are essential. For example, we cannot see our own reason and intelligence ... yet they exist for we can speak and think. We cannot see electricity, but we feel its effects, such as light. We cannot see the most profound things, but we can see and feel their effects.… It is the same with the Risen Lord: we cannot see him with our eyes but we can see that where Jesus is people change, they are better people. They are more open to peace and reconciliation”. 


With regard to the importance of Sunday Mass the Pope said  (“Meeting Jesus is important for us...it is a light for Sunday for the whole family”); the importance of Communion (“It helps to find the centre of life … If God is absent in my life, if Jesus is absent I am without a guide, an essential friendship, I miss an important joy for my life, the strength to grow as a person, to overcome my vices and become more humanly mature”); the meaning of the words “Jesus Bread of Life” (“Just as the body needs food, the spirit, soul and the will need to be nourished...Jesus himself is the nourishment of our soul.. the food which we need”); Adoration (“The Holy Father explained to the children that to adore "is to recognize that Jesus is the Lord, the center of our lives. To pray is to say: Jesus, I am Yours, I never want to lose this friendship, this communion with You. ... The absence of God, is a harmful deficiency, He is the light and the guide of our lives, of which we have need.”).

At the end of the catechism class the Blessed Sacrament was brought in procession to the altar accompanied by children and singing of hymns and moments of silence. Every word was addressed to Jesus in the Eucharist and despite the late hour the children were amazingly attentive and devout. There was something unique about the whole event. It was the first time that St Peter’s Square had seen so many children, the Pope and Cardinals and Bishops gathered to adore the Blessed Sacrament. A message which needed no comment. The Pope, visibly moved and overjoyed in the presence of so many ‘little ones’ imparted his Blessing and left the square thanking everyone for the wonderful “celebration of faith”. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 17/10/2005, righe 70, parole 1.006)

16 October 2005 - Angelus

VATICAN - Pope Benedict XVI at Angelus reflection recalls Pope John Paul II, “contemplative and missionary”: “In him we admired the power of the faith and prayer and total trust in Most Holy Mary who accompanied and protected him always” 

Vatican City (Fides Service) – On 16 October 1978, 27 years ago the Archbishop of Krakow  Cardinal Karol Wojtyła was elected successor of Saint Peter. The recurrence was highlighted by Benedict XVI during his reflection before the Angelus prayer on Sunday 16 October .  

“With Pope John Paul II began one of the longest pontificates in the history of the Church  – said Pope Benedict XVI -, during which the pope ‘who came from afar’ was recognised as a moral authority by many also non Christians and non believers as it was seen by expressions of affection on the occasion of his illness and later sympathy at his death.” The unending pilgrimage to his tomb “is an eloquent sign of how much the beloved John Paul II found his way to people’s hearts above all with his witness of love and dedication in suffering. In him we admired the power of the faith and prayer and total trust in Most Holy Mary who accompanied and protected him always, particularly at the most difficult the tragic times of his life.”

Benedict XVI said John Paul “was a Pope completely consecrated to Jesus through Mary”: the rosary beads he carried “was a symbol of his pontificate”, thanks to the media, “Catholics the world over felt united to him in this Marian prayer and re-discovered, thanks to his example and teaching, the authentic contemplative and Christological sense of this prayer … with Mary in the joyful, illuminating, sorrowful and glorious mysteries we contemplate Christ encountered in the Gospel and in the Sacrament in the various moments of his life. At the school of the Mother we learn to become ever more similar to her Divine Son and bear witness to him with our life”. 

“Beloved Pope John Paul II was contemplative and missionary thanks to intimate union with God, nourished daily by the Eucharist and other long periods of prayer.” Benedict XVI  encouraged people to continue to thank God for “giving the Church and the world such a worthy successor of St Peter”, and he prayed that the Blessed Virgin Mary “will help us appreciate the Pope’s priceless heritage”. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 17/10/2005; righe 27, parole 372)

See address in Italian

http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/pontefici/pontefice.php?id=373
17 October 2005 – Address to Bishops of Ethiopia and Eritrea on ad limina visit 
VATICAN - Pope Benedict XVI receives Bishops of Ethiopia and Eritrea on ad limina visit: “Your people have experienced famine, oppression and warfare. Help them to discover in the Eucharist the central act of transformation that alone can truly renew the world”

Vatican City (Fides Service) – On Monday 17 October Pope Benedict XVI received the Catholic Bishops of Ethiopia and of Eritrea on their ad limina visit to the See of Peter not in his library as usual but at the Pontifical Ethiopian College, situated in the Vatican gardens in the shadow of the dome St Peter’s basilica, marking this year the 75th anniversary of the college building. “It is particularly appropriate that this meeting should take place here in the Pontifical Ethiopian College, as you celebrate the seventy-fifth anniversary of the opening of the present building. The location of the College here inside Vatican City is an eloquent sign of the close bonds of communion linking the Church in your countries with the See of Rome” the Pope said in his address.


The Holy Father went on to recall  “ancient and venerable tradition of Christian witness” of which Ethiopian and Eritrean Christians are heirs, and their strong ties with the See of Peter forged by European missionaries and said “I rejoice to see that today, Catholics in your territories continue to proclaim with one voice the apostolic faith that has been handed down, "so that the world may believe" (Jn 17:21). Indeed, the united witness that you give, transcending all political and ethnic divisions, has a vital role to play in bringing healing and reconciliation to the troubled region in which you live...in particular to express solidarity in whatever way you can with your suffering brothers and sisters in Somalia, where political instability makes it almost impossible to live with the dignity that belongs properly to every human person. As authentic teachers of the faith, help your people to understand that there can be no peace without justice and no justice without forgiveness”.

The Pope underlined the importance of ecumenical dialogue in these two countries where Catholics are a small minority: “Whatever obstacles you may encounter, do not be deterred from carrying forward this vital task” he said, stressing the importance of good theological formation in order to make progress in this field and therefore the urgent need to have a Catholic university in Ethiopia. “Practical ecumenism in the form of joint humanitarian endeavours will also serve to deepen the bonds of communion as you reach out with Christ-like compassion towards the sick, the hungry, refugees, displaced persons and victims of war” the Pope told the Bishops.

Youth pastoral is another important task since in Ethiopia and Eritrea young people under 25 constitute half the populations said the Pope, adding: “young people need to be helped to discover that friendship with Christ offers them everything they are seeking ... Encourage them to set out on the adventure of discipleship, and help them to recognise and respond generously if God is calling them to serve him in the priesthood and the religious life”. Pope Benedict XVI then paid tribute to  “generations of missionaries, including some of you present”, and said that at same time he prayed “that the seeds which have been planted will continue to bear fruit in a rich harvest of indigenous vocations”. 

Lastly, recalling that their visit takes place as the Year of the Eucharist comes to a close, the Pope urged the Bishops to deepen their personal devotion to this great mystery: “Your people have experienced famine, oppression and warfare. Help them to discover in the Eucharist the central act of transformation that alone can truly renew the world, changing violence into love, slavery into freedom, death into life.” (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 18/10/2005; righe 37, parole 525) 

See the Pope’s address in English

http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/pontefici/pontefice.php?id=374
19 October 2005 – General Audience

VATICAN - At his General weekly Audience the Pope teaches on Psalm 129: “God is not an inexorable sovereign who condemns the guilty, instead he is a loving father whom we should love not for fear of punishment, but because of his goodness and readiness to forgive”.

Vatican City (Fides Service) –  “This is one of the most famous and loved psalms for Christian tradition: the ‘De profundis’, called after its opening words in Latin with the ‘Miserere’ has become a favourite penitential psalm for popular devotion. Apart from its funeral use, the text its first of all a hymn to divine mercy and reconciliation between the sinner and the Lord, a God who is just but always ready to show he is merciful and full of pity …”. Pope Benedict XVI said this at the beginning of his catechesis this morning Wednesday 19 October in St Peter’s square when he reflected on psalm 129 (“Out of the depths I dry to thee O Lord” – 1st vespers Sunday week 4: Ps 129, 1-6).

“Psalm 129 opens with a voice rising from the depths of evil and guilt” to then develops in three moments dedicated to the theme of sin and forgiveness, the Pope explained . “It is significant that what generates fear and an attitude of respect mixed with love is not punishment, but forgiveness. More than God’s anger, his generous and disarming magnanimity should prompt us to have holy fear. In fact God is not an inexorable sovereign who condemns the guilty, instead he is a loving father whom we should love not for fear of punishment, but because of his goodness and readiness to forgive.”

At the centre of the second moment “the heart of the penitent psalmist is filled with expectancy, hope and certainty that God will pronounce the liberating word and remove the sin”. The third part of the psalm extends to all Israel: “The personal salvation for which the psalmist implored earlier is now extended to the whole community … from the shadowy gorge of sin, the supplication of the De profundis ascends to the bright horizon of God, reign of ‘mercy and redemption’, two important characteristics of the God of love”.

The Pope ended his teaching quoting Saint Ambrose with regard to reasons for asking God’s forgiveness. After the audience the Pope blessed a new statue of Saint Mariana de Jesús Paredes y Flores, first saint of Ecuador. The statue has been placed among others in outside niches of St Peter’s Basilica. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 19/10/2005, righe 24, parole 361)

See the Pope’s address in different languages

http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/pontefici/pontefice.php?id=375
23 October 2005 – Homily during Mass to close the Year of the Eucharist and the Synod of Bishops with the canonisation of five new saints

VATICAN - On World Mission Sunday Pope Benedict XVI closes the Year of the Eucharist and the Synod of Bishops with the canonisation of five new saints: “the Eucharist is the  source of holiness and spiritual nourishment for our mission in the world”. Brotherly greetings to the Bishops of the Church in China

Vatican City (Fides Service) – “On this 30th Sunday in ordinary time... the Year of the Eucharist and the Ordinary Assembly of the Synod of Bishops, dedicated precisely to the mystery of the Eucharist in the Church’s life and mission, came to a close, and five new Saints were proclaimed...Moreover today is World Mission Sunday, an annual recurrence to foster greater impulse for mission in the ecclesial Community.” Pope Benedict XVI said this during the solemn Mass presided in St Peter’s Square on Sunday 23 October. “Today’s liturgy – the Holy Father said – calls us to contemplate the Eucharist as the source of holiness and spiritual nourishment for our mission in the world: this supreme "gift and mystery" reveals and communicates the fullness of God’s love”.

Reflecting on the Gospel of the day the Pope said “the twofold commandment to love God and neighbour holds within it two aspects of the same dynamism of heart and life … in the Eucharist we contemplate the Sacrament of this living synthesis of the law: in himself Christ offers us the full realisation of love of God and love for brothers and sisters.” Speaking of conversion the “start of the Christian’s striving for holiness” the Pope said: “The saint is one who is so fascinated by the beauty of God and his perfect truth that it gradually transforms him. For this beauty and truth the saint is ready to renounce everything even himself. Sufficient for him is God’s love which he experiences in humble and disinterested service of others, particularly those unable to reciprocate. How providential in this prospective is the fact that today the Church holds up as examples for all her members five new Saints who, nourished by Christ the living Bread, converted to love and made it the model for their whole life!”

The Pope went on to speak briefly of the new saints: the days of Saint Józef Bilczewski were lived to the rhythm of the Mass, the Liturgy of the Hours, meditation, the rosary and other devotions. “A long period was devoted to Eucharistic adoration”. Saint Zygmunt Gorazdowski was known “for his devotion founded on the celebration and adoration of the Eucharist. Living the offering of Christ moved him to approach the sick, the poor and the needy.” Saint Alberto Hurtado made his life programme the commandment of love left by Jesus; “formation in the Society of Jesus, consolidated by prayer and adoration of the Eucharist, led him to let himself be won by Christ, being an authentic contemplative in action”. Daily Mass and frequent adoration of the Sacrament of the Altar were the soul of the priesthood of Saint Gaetano Catanoso “dedicated to preaching, catechesis and the ministry of Confession, to the poor, the sick, and the care of priestly vocations”. Saint Felice da Nicosia, humble Capuchin Friar, austere and penitent, “was  gradually shaped and transformed by God’s love, lived and actualised in love for neighbour … he teaches us to understand the meaning of the family and service of others.”

The Pope sent brotherly greetings to the Bishops of the Church in China on behalf of all the Bishops present: “With deep sadness we felt the absence of their representatives. Nevertheless  I wish to assure all the Chinese Bishops that in prayer we are close to them, their priests and the faithful. The arduous path of the community entrusted to their pastoral care is known to our hearts: it cannot fail to bear fruit because it is participation in the paschal Mystery for the glory of God.” 

In the last part of his homily the Pope spoke of the work of the Synod which he recalled had reflected on the principle aspects of the Eucharistic mystery: “Contemplation of the Eucharist should prompt the members of the Church, first of all priests, the ministers of the Eucharist, to reaffirm commitment of fidelity. On the mystery of the Eucharist, celebrated and adored, is founded the celibacy which priests receive as a precious gift and sign of undivided love for God and neighbour. Also for the laity Eucharistic spirituality must be the inner power of all activity and no dichotomy is admissible between faith and life in their mission of Christian animation of the world”. 

At the end of the Year of the Eucharist, the Holy Father encouraged those present to thank God for the many gifts Church has received in this period and said, like the disciples at Emmaus after their meeting with the Risen Lord: “we too must resume our journey animated by deep desire to bear witness to this love which offers hope to the world”.

In this Eucharistic setting Mission Sunday finds its rightful place: “Still today, seeing the crowds Christ tells his disciples: "You give them to eat" (Mt 14,16) and in his name missionaries proclaim and witness to the Gospel, at times even with the sacrifice of their lives. Dear friends, from the Eucharist we must all make a new start.” (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 24/10/2005, righe 56, parole 803)

See the Pope’s homily

http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/pontefici/pontefice.php?id=376
23 October 2005 - Angelus

VATICAN - During his Angelus reflection the Pope recalls the bond between the Church’s mission and the Eucharist: “missionary activity and evangelisation is the apostolic spreading of the love which is, as it were, concentrated in the Blessed Sacrament” 

Vatican City (Fides Service) – On Sunday 23 October during his midday Angelus reflection Pope Benedict XVI expressed sentiments of “warm gratitude” to the Synod Fathers after “three weeks of hard work in a spirit of fraternal communion. The Pope said that note has been taken of reflections, testimonials, experience and proposals to be elaborated in the post Synodal Exhortation which “taking into account the different situations in the world will help to describe the image of the Catholic ‘community’ straining to live in the plurality of cultures, the central mystery of the faith: the Incarnation of our redemption, of which the Eucharist is the living presence.”

The Pope also expressed his joy for five new Saints, the first during his pontificate: “Each of these disciples of Jesus was formed inwardly by His presence accepted, celebrated and adored in the Eucharist. Each one of them with different nuances nourished filial devotion to Mary, the Mother of Christ”. Lastly Benedict XVI mentioned World Mission Sunday  - "bread broken for the life of the world" -: “How significant is the bond between the Church’s mission and the Eucharist. In fact missionary activity and evangelisation is the apostolic spreading of the love which is, as it were, concentrated in the Blessed Sacrament. If we accept Christ in the reality of his Body and Blood we cannot keep this gift for ourselves, we feel compelled to share it through courageous witness to the Gospel, service of our brothers and sisters in difficulty,  offering forgiveness for offences. For some, furthermore, the Eucharist is the seed of a special call to leave everything and go and proclaim Christ to those who have yet to encounter him”. 

Before reciting the Angelus prayer the Pope entrusted the fruits of the Synod and the Year of the Eucharist to Most Holy Mary, Woman of the Eucharist: “May she watch over the path of the Church and teach us to grow in communion with the Lord Jesus so as to be witnesses of his love, in which lies the secret of joy”. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 24/10/2005; righe 23, parole 331)

See the Pope’s address
http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/pontefici/pontefice.php?id=377
26 October 2005 – General Audience

VATICAN - Pope Benedict XVI’s teaching at the Wednesday general audience: “The plan of salvation is totally fulfilled in the Son, and the faithful are invited - especially in the liturgy - to proclaim it and to reap its fruits."

Vatican City (Fides Service) – At the general audience this morning held in St. Peter's Square, the Holy Father, Pope Benedict XVI welcomed a crowd of about 50,000 visitors. In his teaching  the Pope speak on the subject of the Canticle from the Letter to the Philippians, "Christ, Servant of God." Benedict XVI explained how the text contains "a double movement." The first highlights Christ's sacrifice "even to the humiliation of death on the Cross," the second "reveals Christ's paschal glory which, following death, reappears in the splendour of His divine majesty." The Father "exalts" the Son, said the Pope, and such exaltation "is expressed not only by His enthronement at the right hand of God, but also by bestowing on Christ 'the name which is above every name,' ... the most exalted 'name,' that of 'Lord,' which belongs to God Himself." 

  "In this hymn," the Holy Father went on, "the reference to the scandal of the cross ... culminates with the event of the resurrection. The Son's sacrificial obedience is followed by the Father's glorifying response, echoed by the adoration of humanity and creation. ... The plan of salvation is totally fulfilled in the Son, and the faithful are invited - especially in the liturgy - to proclaim it and to reap its fruits."

  Benedict XVI concluded by recalling that October, the month dedicated to the Rosary, is drawing to a close. "I invite you to recite with devotion this prayer, so dear to Christian people. Let us pray for the many needs of the Church and the world, especially for people hit by earthquakes and by physical and environmental calamities. May spiritual and material support for people in difficulty never be lacking.” (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 26/10/2005, righe 25, parole 376)
See the Pope’s address in various languages

http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/pontefici/pontefice.php?id=378
28 October 2005 – Papal Message for World Day For Migrants and Refugees (15 January)
VATICAN - "Migrations, sign of the times” is the title of a Message issued by Pope Benedict XVI for the 92nd World Day For Migrants and Refugees to be marked on 15 January 2006

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) – "Migrations, sign of the time” is the theme of  Holy Father's Message for the 92nd World Day of Migrants and Refugees which will be celebrated on January 15, 2006, made public today. The text has been published in English, French, Italian and Spanish. Here are extracts from the message:  "One of the recognisable signs of the times today is undoubtedly migration, a phenomenon which during the century just ended can be said to have taken on structural characteristics, becoming an important factor of the labour market world-wide, a consequence among other things of the enormous drive of globalisation.” The Pope mentions the various factors of this phenomenon (national and international migration, forced and voluntary migration, legal and illegal migration, subject also to the scourge of trafficking in human beings, the category of foreign students not to be forgotten.)
 
The Pope recalls that in the past mainly men emigrated, women went only to accompany respective husbands or fathers or to join them, however today “female emigration tends to become more and more autonomous. Women cross the border of their homeland alone in search of work in another country. Indeed it often happens that the migrant woman becomes the principal source of income for her family. It is a fact that the presence of women is especially prevalent in sectors that offer low salaries. ... The most common employment opportunities for women, other than domestic work, consist in helping the elderly, caring for the sick and work in the hotel sector. These, too, are areas where Christians are called to dedicate themselves to assuring just treatment for migrant women out of respect for their femininity in recognition of their equal rights."

 
The Pope goes on to refer to "trafficking in human beings, especially women. ... In some cases there are women and girls who are destined to be exploited almost like slaves in their work, and not infrequently in the sex industry too. ... This outlines a whole program of redemption and liberation from which Christians cannot withdraw." On the subject of asylum seekers and refugees, the Holy Father underlines the tendency disregard “the reasons for which they left their native land. ... “ and the Church is called to work with hope, courage, love and 'creativity in charity' “ to help these brothers and sisters in their suffering”. The Holy Father stresses the need to give particular attention to the phenomenon of foreign students. ... “Especially in Europe, their number is growing, with consequent pastoral problems the Church cannot ignore. This is especially true in the case of students coming from developing countries, whose university experience can become an extraordinary occasion for spiritual enrichment.” (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 28/10/2005 – Righe 32, Parole 457)
See the Pope’s message in the original Italian

http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/pontefici/pontefice.php?id=380
28 October 2005 – Message for 40th anniversary of “Nostra aetate” declaration

VATICAN - Benedict XVI sends message for 40th anniversary of Vatican II Declaration Nostra aetate: “May Christians and Jews offer an ever more compelling shared witness to the One God and his commandments”

Vatican City (Fides Service) – The Conciliar Declaration Nostra aetate, promulgated by Pope Paul VI forty years ago, “opened a new era of relations with the Jewish People and offered the foundations for sincere theological dialogue” Pope Benedict XVI said in a Message addressed to the president of the Holy See’s Commission for Religious Relations with the Jews, Cardinal Walter Kasper, on the occasion of the 40th anniversary of the promulgation of the Declaration by the Second Vatican Council. 


The Pope says the anniversary offers “abundant reason to express gratitude to Almighty God for the witness of all those who, despite a complex and often painful history, and especially after the tragic experience of the Shoah, which was inspired by a neo-pagan racist ideology, worked courageously to foster reconciliation and improved understanding between Christians and Jews.”. 

The Declaration stressed the need to overcome past prejudices, misunderstandings, indifference, and the language of contempt and hostility and has promoted  recognition of common spiritual roots and rich heritage of faith in the One God. Looking back at these forty years of “fruitful contact between the Church and the Jewish People”, the Holy Father stresses the need to renew commitment to complete the work which remains to be done and confirms his firm determination to progress in this field as he said during last August’s visit to Cologne Synagogue   . “As we look to the future, - the Pope concluded - I express my hope that both in theological dialogue and in everyday contacts and collaboration, Christians and Jews will offer an ever more compelling shared witness to the One God and his commandments, the sanctity of life, the promotion of human dignity, the rights of the family and the need to build a world of justice, reconciliation and peace for future generations.”. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 28/10/2005 – Righe 22, Parole 287)

See the original message in English

http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/pontefici/pontefice.php?id=379
30 October 2005 - Angelus

VATICAN - At the Angelus prayer Pope Benedict XVI says the spirit of the Second Vatican Council must be kept alive “to contribute towards installing in the world the universal brotherhood which is God’s will for humanity” and makes another appeal to help earthquake victims in  Kashmir

Vatican City (Fides Service) – In his address on Sunday 30th October before the midday Angelus Pope Benedict XVI warmly invited the crowds in St Peter’s Square to reread the documents issued by the Second Vatican Council. The Pope said some are well known and often quoted, others are less known “but all deserve to be referred to because they retain all their value and reveal a relevance which today is even greater under certain aspects”.

Pope Benedict XVI recalled the five documents signed by Pope Paul VI and the Council Fathers on 28 October 1965: the decree Christus Dominus on the pastoral office of Bishops; the decree Perfectae caritatis on the renewal of religious life; the decree Optatam totius  on priestly formation; the declaration Gravissimum educationis on Christian education; declaration Nostra Aetate on the Church’s relations with non Christian religions. “Formation of priests, consecrated life and the ministry of bishops were the subjects three ordinary assemblies of the Synod of Bishops … which reflected at length and in depth on the teaching of Vatican II” the Pope said, whereas the document on education is less known. “The Church has always worked for the education of youth … still today in the epoch of global communication, the ecclesial community is keenly aware of the importance of an education system which recognises the primacy of the person, and is open to truth and good”.

Referring to the “great relevance of” the declaration Nostra Aetate, the Holy Father said: “Starting from the principle that  ‘one is the community of all peoples” and that the Church has the ‘task of promoting unity and love among men, indeed among nations (n. 1), the Council ‘rejects nothing that is true and holy’ in other religions and to all she announces Christ, the ‘way, truth and life, in whom mankind finds ‘the fullness of religious life (n. 2). With the declaration Nostra Aetate the Council Fathers  proposed certain fundamental truths: they spoke clearly of the special bond between Christians and Jews (n. 4), they confirmed their esteem for Muslims (n. 3) and followers of other religions (n. 2) and confirmed the spirit of universal brotherhood which bans all forms of discrimination or persecution (n. 5).” Pope Benedict XVI ended with a call to “take up these documents again ” and to pray to the Blessed Virgin Mary to  “help all believers in Christ to keep alive the spirit of Vatican II, to contribute towards installing in the world that universal brotherhood which is God’s will for man, created in the image and likeness of God.”

After the Angelus the Pope made another appeal to help earthquake victims in Kashmir: “As we know on 8 October a violent earthquake struck the region of Kashmir, especially on the Pakistan side, causing the death of over 50,000 people and serious and widespread damage. In this case too there have been many forms of solidarity, but the needs appear to be greater than aid so far received. I therefore make another appeal to the international community to increase efforts to sustain those sorely tried peoples.” (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 31/10/2005; righe 37, parole 531)

See the Pope’s address in Italian

http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/pontefici/pontefice.php?id=381
29 October 2005 – Address after the Beatification of Spanish martyrs Rev. Josep Tàpies and Companions and Sr María de los Ángeles Ginard Martí

VATICAN - “For us, these new Blessed are living examples of priestly identity and religious consecration," he concluded. "Let us give thanks to God for the great gift of these heroic witnesses of the faith”, Pope Benedict XVI said in St Peter’s Basilica after the solemn Beatification of Spanish martyrs Rev. Josep Tàpies and Companions and Sr María de los Ángeles Ginard Martí 

Vatican City (Fides Service) – In the early evening of Saturday 29 October Pope Benedict XVI went down to St Peter’s Basilica to address to those gathered there for the beatification of a group of Spanish martyrs. In his brief address in Spanish the Holy Father said “For us, these new Blessed are living examples of priestly identity and religious consecration. Let us give thanks to God for the great gift of these heroic witnesses of the faith. Blessed Josep Tapies and Blessed Maria de los Angeles, pray for the ecclesial communities of Urgell, Madrid, Mallorca and all Spain! Amen”. The Mass had presided by Cardinal José Saraiva Martins Prefect of the Congregation for the Causes of Saints who, charged by the Pope, read out the Holy Father’s apostolic letter announcing that the Servants of God Josep Tàpies and six Companions (priests and martyrs + 1936) and María de los Ángeles Ginard Martí (virgin and martyr 1894-1936,) had been inscribed in the register of the Blessed.

 
“During the religious persecution in Spain," the Holy Father said in his address to bishops, priests, religious, laity and civil authorities in St Peter’s, "the exemplary group of priests of Urgell gave up their lives for their faithfulness to the priestly ministry, which they carried out with great commitment in the parish communities entrusted to their care. Bearing witness to their priestly condition and forgiving their persecutors, they gave their lives while invoking the King of the Universe... suffered martyrdom in Madrid during the same period of persecution. Totally committed to the Lord in religious life, she dedicated long hours to the adoration of the Most Holy Sacrament, yet without neglecting her service to the community. Thus did she prepare herself to give her life as a supreme expression of love for Christ."

 
 “The saints are demanding of themselves but understanding and patient with others, always ready to forgive” said Cardinal José Saraiva Martins in his homily during the mass. “This we see in the lives of the Blessed Martyrs José Tapies Sirvant and 6 companions and Blessed Martyr Sr María de los Ángeles Ginard Martì who were humble and hardworking servants of others, and who carried the burdens of others … Dearest Brothers and Sisters the world today has more than ever need to understand the great lesson offered by these visible witnesses of Christian love, because only love is credible. For all of us "poor Christians" that we are, our martyrs encourage us to live the Gospel seriously and integrally, making the sacrifices, great and small, normally demanded of Christian life, lived in fidelity to the word and example of Jesus. Martyrs are the most authentic imitators of Jesus in his passion and death. This is why the Church has always seen them as the truest disciples of Jesus, and has honoured their memory and in every age held them up to Christians as examples to imitate”. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 31/10/2005, righe 34, parole 516)
See the Pope’s address in Spanish

http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/pontefici/pontefice.php?id=382
See homily Cardinal Saraiva Martins in Italian and Spanish

http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/db/beati_291005.html
VERBA PONTIFICIS 

Fraternal correction 

“Fraternal correction is a work of mercy. None of us can see himself well, he can see his shortcomings well. And so it is an act of love, to be a complement to each other, to help each other see each other better, and to correct each other. I think that one of the functions of collegiality is to help each other, also in the sense of the previous imperative, to know the shortcomings which we ourselves do not wish to see - “ab occultis meis munda me” says the psalm - to help each other so that we may become open and can see these things.
Of course, this great work of mercy, helping each other so that each one can really find his or her own integrity, and functionality as an instrument of God, demands great humility and love. Only if this comes from a humble heart, who does not place himself above another, does not consider himself better than the other, but only a humble instrument to mutually help each other. Only if one feels this deep and true humility, if one feels that these words come from common love, from the collegial affection in which we wish to serve God together, can we in this way help each other with a great act of love. Also here, the Greek text adds some nuances; the Greek work is “paracaleisthe”; it is the same root from which the following word comes from “Paracletos, paraclesis”, consoling. Not only correcting, but also consoling, sharing the sufferings of others, helping them in difficulty. And this also seems to me to be a great act of true collegial affection. In so many difficult situations which stem today in our pastoral care, some people are really desperate, and do not know how to go ahead. In that moment they need consolation, they need somebody to be close by in their inner solitude and carry out the work of the Holy Spirit, of the Comforter: to give courage, to bring us together, to support each other, helped by the Holy Spirit who is the great Paraclete, the Comforter, our Advocate who helps us. Therefore, it is an invitation to make ourselves “ad invicem” the work of the Paraclete Holy Spirit” ” (3 October 2005 – reflection at the start of the Synod ). 
Dialogue

“Even the Declaration Nostra Aetate is very relevant because it regards the attitude of the Ecclesial Community in relation to non-Christian religions. Starting with the principle that "all men and women form but one community" and that the Church has the duty "to foster unity and charity" among individuals (n. 1), the Council "rejects nothing of what is true and holy" in other religions and to everyone proclaims Christ, "the way, the truth and the life", in whom men and women find the "fullness of their religious life" (n. 2). 

With the Declaration Nostra Aetate the Fathers of the Second Vatican Council proposed some fundamental truths: they clearly mentioned the special bond that joins Christians to Jews (n. 4); they confirmed their high regard for the Muslims (n. 3) and the followers of other religions (n. 2); and they confirmed the spirit of universal fraternity that rejects any form of discrimination or religious persecution (n. 5).” (30 October 2005 – Angelus). 
Eucharist 

“God is waiting for us. He wants us to love him: should not our hearts be moved by this appeal? At this very moment when we are celebrating the Eucharist, in which we are opening the Synod on the Eucharist, he comes to meet us, he comes to meet me. Will he find a response? Or will what happened to the vine of which God says in Isaiah: "He waited for it to produce grapes but it yielded wild grapes", also happen to us? Is not our Christian life often far more like vinegar than wine? Self-pity, conflict, indifference? “  (2 October 2005 – Homily during Mass for the opening of the Synod of Bishops)”. 
“We celebrate the Eucharist in the awareness that its price was the death of the Son - the sacrifice of his life that remains present in it. Every time we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the death of the Lord until he comes, St Paul says (cf. I Cor 11: 26). But we also know that from this death springs life, because Jesus transformed it into a sacrificial gesture, an act of love, thereby profoundly changing it: love has overcome death. In the Holy Eucharist, from the Cross, he draws us all to himself (cf. Jn 12: 32) and makes us branches of the Vine that is Christ himself. If we abide in him, we will also bear fruit, and then from us will no longer come the vinegar of self-sufficiency, of dissatisfaction with God and his creation, but the good wine of joy in God and of love for our neighbour. Let us pray to the Lord to give us his grace, so that in the three weeks of the Synod which we are about to begin, not only will we say beautiful things about the Eucharist but above all, we will live from its power. Let us invoke this gift through Mary, dear Synod Fathers whom I greet with deep affection as well as the various Communities from which you come and which you represent here, so that, docile to the action of the Holy Spirit, we may help the world become in Christ and with Christ the fruitful vine of God. Amen” (2 October 2005 – Homily during Mass to open Synod of Bishops)”. 
“In these days, as you know, the Assembly of the Synod of Bishops is taking place at the Vatican to examine more deeply the theme of the Eucharist in the life and mission of the Church today. I presided at the meetings in the first week and the Synod will also be my chief engagement in the next two weeks. I ask you to continue to pray for this Synod, so that it will yield the hoped for fruit. 

Particularly in this month of October, in which every Ecclesial Community is called to renew its missionary commitment, I invite you to recapture what Pope John Paul II wrote in the fourth part of his Apostolic Letter Mane Nobiscum Domine on the Eucharist as the "Source and Manifestation of Communion" (nn. 24-28): "The encounter with Christ, constantly intensified and deepened in the Eucharist, issues in the Church and in every Christian an urgent summons to testimony and evangelization" (ibid., n. 24). This is emphasized by the dismissal at the end of Mass: "Ite, missa est ", which recalls the "missio", the task of those who have taken part in the celebration to bring to everyone the Good News they have received and with it, to bring life to society. “(9 October 2005 – Beatification Clemens August von Galen and Angelus). 
“In the Eucharist we contemplate the Sacrament of this living synthesis of the law: Christ offers to us, in himself, the complete fulfilment of love for God and love for our brothers and sisters. He communicates his love to us when we are nourished by his Body and Blood. 

In this way, St Paul's words to the Thessalonians in today's Second Reading are brought to completion in us: "You turned to God from idols, to serve him who is the living and true God" (I Thess. 1: 9). This conversion is the beginning of the walk of holiness that the Christian is called to achieve in his own life. 

The saint is the person who is so fascinated by the beauty of God and by his perfect truth as to be progressively transformed by it. Because of this beauty and truth, he is ready to renounce everything, even himself. Love of God is enough for him, experienced in humble and disinterested service to one's neighbour, especially towards those who cannot give back in return. 

In this perspective, how providential it is today that the Church points out to all her members five new saints who, nourished by Christ, the Living Bread, were converted to love; this marked their entire life! 

In different situations and with different charisma, they loved the Lord with all their heart and their neighbour as themselves, so as to become "a model for all believers" (I Thess. 1: 6-7).” (23 October 2005 – Homily during Mass to close the Synod and canonise five new Saints). 

“Dear and venerable Synod Fathers, for three weeks we have lived together an atmosphere of renewed Eucharistic fervour. Now I would like, with you and in the name of the entire Episcopacy, to extend a fraternal greeting to the Bishops of the Church in China. 

With deep sorrow we felt the absence of their representatives. Nevertheless, I want to assure all of the Chinese Bishops that, in prayer, we are close to them and to their priests and faithful. The painful journey of the communities entrusted to their pastoral care is present in our heart: it does not remain fruitless, because it is a participation in the Paschal Mystery, to the glory of the Father. 

The work of the Synod enabled us to deepen the important aspects of this mystery, given to the Church from the beginning. Contemplation of the Eucharist must urge all the members of the Church, priests in the first place, ministers of the Eucharist, to revive their commitment of faithfulness. The celibacy that priests have received as a precious gift and the sign of undivided love towards God and neighbour is founded upon the mystery of the Eucharist, celebrated and adored. 

For lay persons too, Eucharistic spirituality must be the interior motor of every activity, and no dichotomy is acceptable between faith and life in their mission of spreading the spirit of Christianity in the world. 

With the closing of the Year of the Eucharist, how can we not give thanks to God for the many gifts granted to the Church during this time? And how can we not take up once again the invitation of our beloved Pope John Paul II to "start afresh from Christ"? 

Like the disciples of Emmaus, whose hearts were kindled by the words of the Risen One and enlightened by his living presence recognized in the breaking of the bread, who hurriedly returned to Jerusalem and became messengers of Christ's Resurrection, we too must take up the path again, enlivened by the fervent desire to witness to the mystery of this love that gives hope to the world.” (23 October 2005 – Homily during Mass to close the Synod and canonise five new Saints 
Joy in Suffering

“This Third Hour of today implies five imperatives and a promise. Let’s try to understand a bit better what the Apostle intends to tell us through these words.


The first imperative is very frequent in the Letters of Saint Paul; rather, one could say that it is almost the “cantus firmus” of his thought: “gaudete”. The question stems from here: is it possible to almost command joy? Joy, we should say, comes or does not come, but cannot be imposed as a duty. And here it helps us to think of the most known text on joy in the Letters of Saint Paul, the one of “Domenica Gaudete”, in the heart of the Liturgy of Advent: “gaudete, iterum dico gaudete quia Dominus propest”. Here we feel the reason why Paul in all the sufferings, and in all the tribulations, he could not only say to the others “gaudete”: he could say so because he was filled with joy. “Gaudete, Dominus enim prope est”. If the loved one, love, the greatest gift of my life, is close to me, if I can be convinced that the one who loves me is close to me, even in situations of suffering, joy that remains in the depth of my heart is ever greater than all sufferings.
The apostle can say “gaudete” because the Lord is close to each one of us. And so this imperative in reality is an invitation to become aware of the Lord who is close to us. It is an awareness for the presence of the lord. The Apostle intends to make us be careful of this - hidden but very real - presence of Christ to each one of us. The words of the Apocalypse are true for each one of us: I knock at your door, listen to me, open up to me.” (3 October 2005 – reflection at the start of the Synod)”. 

“ I also greet the sick and the newly-weds, and urge them to base their lives on the Word of God, to be builders of the civilisation of love, of which the Cross of Christ, a source of light, comfort and hope, is an eloquent symbol. “(19 October 2005 – general Audience)”. 

“I then greet the young people, sick people and newly-weds. I address a special thought to you, dear sick people, who are very numerous at this gathering, and especially to the large group of children from the "City of Hope" of Padua. Dear friends, as we heard in the catechesis, the Cross of Christ makes us understand the true meaning of suffering and pain. Spiritually unite yourselves to Jesus Crucified and trustfully abandon yourselves into the hands of Mary, calling upon her unceasingly with the Rosary. 

The month of October, dedicated to the Holy Rosary, is drawing to a close. I invite you to recite with devotion this prayer that is so dear to the tradition of the Christian people. We pray for the many needs of the Church and the world, in a special way for the populations stricken by the earthquake and by physical and natural disasters. May our spiritual and material support never be lacking for those who are in difficulty.” (26 October 2005 –general Audience)”. 
John Paul II

“Exactly 27 years ago today, the Lord called Cardinal Karol Wojtyła, Archbishop of Krakow, to succeed John Paul I who had died a little more than a month after his election. With John Paul II began one of the longest Pontificates in the Church's history, during which a Pope "from a far-away country" was also recognized as a moral authority by many non-Christians and non-believers. This was demonstrated by the moving expressions of affection on the occasion of his illness, and the touching condolences after his death. 

The pilgrimage of so many of the faithful to his tomb in the Vatican Grottoes constantly continues, and this is an eloquent sign of how the beloved John Paul II had a place in people's hearts, particularly because of the witness of his love and dedication amid suffering. In him, we were able to admire the power of faith and prayer and a complete entrustment to Mary Most Holy, who never failed to accompany and protect him, especially in the most difficult and dramatic moments of his life.”  (16 October 2005 – Angelus). 
 “We could describe John Paul II as a Pope totally consecrated to Jesus through Mary, as his motto highlighted clearly: "Totus tuus". He was elected in the middle of the month of the Rosary, and the pair of Rosary beads he often held in his hands became one of the symbols of his Pontificate, over which the Immaculate Virgin watched with motherly care. 

On radio and television, the faithful of the entire world were frequently able to join him in this Marian prayer and, thanks to his example and teachings, rediscover its authentic, contemplative and Christological meaning (cf. Apostolic Letter Rosarium Virginis Mariae, nn. 9-17). 

Actually, the Rosary is not an obstacle to meditation on the Word of God and liturgical prayer; indeed, it represents a natural and ideal complement to it, especially as a preparation and thanksgiving for the Eucharistic celebration. 

With Mary, we contemplate Christ encountered in the Gospel and in the Sacrament in the various moments of his life through the Joyful, Luminous, Sorrowful and Glorious Mysteries. We thus learn at the school of the Mother to conform ourselves to her Divine Son and to proclaim him with our own lives. If the Eucharist for Christians is the centre of the day, the Rosary contributes in a privileged way to deepening communion with Christ and teaches us to live by keeping the heart's gaze fixed on him, to make his merciful love shine upon everyone and everything.” (16 October 2005 – Angelus). 
“A contemplative and a missionary: this is what beloved Pope John Paul II was. He was this way because of his intimate union with God, nourished each day by the Eucharist and by extended periods of prayer. 

In the hour of the Angelus that was so dear to him, it is pleasant and a duty to remember him on this anniversary, renewing our gratitude to God for having given the Church and the world such a worthy Successor of the Apostle Peter. May the Virgin Mary help us cherish his precious legacy.” (16 October 2005 – Angelus). 

Mission

“Only a little while ago in St Peter's Basilica, we concluded the Eucharistic celebration at which we inaugurated the Ordinary General Assembly of the Synod of Bishops. 

The Synod Fathers, coming from every part of the world with experts and other delegates, will live for the next three weeks, together with the Successor of Peter, a privileged time of prayer, reflecting on the theme: The Eucharist: Source and Summit of the Life and Mission of the Church. 

Why this theme? Is it not an already taken-for-granted topic that is fully understood? 

In reality, the Catholic doctrine of the Eucharist, authoritatively defined at the Council of Trent, needs to be received, experienced and transmitted by the Ecclesial Community ever anew and adapted to the times. 

The Eucharist can also be considered as a "lens" through which to verify continually the face and the road of the Church, which Christ founded so that every person can know the love of God and find in him fullness of life. 

For this reason, the beloved Pope John Paul II wished to dedicate an entire year to the Eucharist, which will close after three weeks with the end of the Synodal Assembly on Sunday, 23 October, when we will celebrate World Mission Sunday.” (2 October 2005 – Angelus)”. 
“Such a coincidence helps us to contemplate the Eucharistic mystery from a missionary perspective. The Eucharist, in effect, is the driving force of the Church's entire evangelizing action, a little like the heart in the human body. 

Christian communities without the Eucharistic celebration, in which one is nourished at the double table of the Word and the Body of Christ, would lose their authentic nature: only those that are "eucharistic" can transmit Christ to humanity, and not only ideas or values which are also noble and important. 

The Eucharist has shaped famous apostolic missionaries in every state of life: Bishops, priests, Religious, laity, saints in active and in contemplative life. 

Let us think, on the one hand, of St Francis Xavier, who was impelled by Christ's love to go out to the Far East in order to proclaim the Gospel; and on the other, of St Teresa of Lisieux, the young Carmelite who we remembered just yesterday. She experienced in the cloister an ardent apostolic spirit, meriting her to be proclaimed together with St Francis Xavier as patron of the Church's missionary activity. (2 October 2005 – Angelus)”. 
“I greet with deep affection the Bishops and priests, the representatives of public life and the pilgrims who have come to Rome from Münster and from the whole of Germany. I am delighted to join you in venerating the new Blessed, Cardinal Clemens August von Galen. (9 October 2005 – Beatification Clemens August von Galen e Angelus) 
“It is in this Eucharistic perspective that today's World Mission Sunday is well situated, to which the venerated Servant of God John Paul II gave as the theme for reflection: Mission: bread broken for the life of the world. 

When the Ecclesial Community celebrates the Eucharist, especially on Sunday, the Day of the Lord, it better understands that Christ's sacrifice is "for all" (Mt 26: 28), and that the Eucharist urges Christians to be "bread broken" for others, to commit themselves to a more just and fraternal world.

Even today, faced with the crowds, Christ continues to exhort his disciples: "Give them something to eat yourselves" (Mt 14: 16), and in his Name, missionaries proclaim and witness to the Gospel, sometimes with the sacrifice of their lives. 

Dear friends, we must all start afresh from the Eucharist. Mary, Woman of the Eucharist, will help us to "fall in love" with it, she will help us to "remain" in Christ's love, to be deeply renewed by him. 

Docile to the Spirit's action and attentive to the needs of others, the Church will be evermore a beacon of light, of true joy and hope, fully achieving its mission as "sign and instrument... of unity among all men" (Lumen Gentium, n. 1). (23 October 2005 – Homily at Mass with closing of Synod and Canonisation of five new Saints  ). 
“In such a way we will be able to live the vocation to which each Christian is called: that of being "bread broken for the life of the world", as World Mission Sunday aptly reminds us. 

How very significant is the bond between the Church's mission and the Eucharist. In fact, missionary and evangelizing action is the apostolic diffusion of love that is, as it were, concentrated in the Most Blessed Sacrament. Whoever receives Christ in the reality of his Body and Blood cannot keep this gift to himself, but is impelled to share in courageous witness to the Gospel, in service to brothers and sisters in need, in pardoning offences. 

For some, then, the Eucharist is the seed of a specific call to leave all and go to proclaim Christ to those who still do not know him. 

To Mary Most Mary, Woman of the Eucharist, let us entrust the spiritual fruits of the Synod and the Year of the Eucharist. May she keep watch over the Church's journey and teach us to grow in communion with the Lord Jesus, to be witnesses of his love, in which is the secret of joy.” (23 October 2005 – Angelus). 
Do not ban God from public life

“We ourselves want to dominate it in the first person and by ourselves. We want unlimited possession of the world and of our own lives. God is in our way. Either he is reduced merely to a few devout words, or he is denied in everything and banned from public life so as to lose all meaning. The tolerance that admits God as it were as a private opinion but refuses him the public domain, the reality of the world and of our lives, is not tolerance but hypocrisy. But nowhere that the human being makes himself the one lord of the world and owner of himself can justice exist. There, it is only the desire for power and private interests that can prevail. Of course, one can chase the Son out of the vineyard and kill him, in order selfishly to taste the fruits of the earth alone. However, in no time at all the vineyard then reverts to being an uncultivated piece of land, trampled by wild boar as the Responsorial Psalm tells us (cf. Ps 80[79]: 14).” (2 October 2005 – Homily during Mass to open the Synod of Bishops). 

Prayer

“The liturgy is the privileged place in which to hear the divine Word which makes present the Lord's saving acts; but it is also the context in which the community raises its prayer celebrating divine love. God and man meet each other in an embrace of salvation that finds fulfilment precisely in the liturgical celebration.” (5 October 2005 – general audience)”. 
“Let us entrust this intention to the intercession of Mary Most Holy and St Daniel Comboni, whom the liturgy commemorates tomorrow. May he who was an outstanding evangeliser and protector of the African Continent help the Church of our time to respond with faith and courage to the mandate of the Risen Lord, who sends her out to proclaim God's love to all the peoples.” (9 October 2005 – Beatification Clemens August von Galen and Angelus) 

INTERVENTUS SUPER QUAESTIONES

Natural Disasters

Lahore - “We are still deeply shocked and traumatised by the tragedy. The death toll rises by the hour and loss of life and damage to structures is vast. It is feared that as many as 40,000 people have been killed and the same number injured. The country has never known such a catastrophe. We have expressed our sympathy and closeness to the families and the homeless assuring them of our help and prayers”. This was the comment made by Archbishop Lawrence Saldanha, of Lahore, President of the Bishops’ Conference of Pakistan, with regard to the situation since a 7.8 Richter scale earthquake struck Pakistani and Indian Kashmir, destroying whole villages and wrecking the capital of Pakistan, Islamabad. “Yesterday, Sunday 9 October at all masses special prayers were said for the dead and the homeless. The Bishops’ Conference has urged Catholics to be generous in offering material and spiritual assistance. We have already collected 500,000 Pakistan Rupees which will go the Rescue Committee. We have suggested that Catholics and all men and women of goodwill offer a day’s swages to help the stricken people. Tomorrow 11 October I will lead special prayers for the victims” the Archbishop said: Meanwhile local Catholic aid efforts are being co-ordinated by Caritas Pakistan. Archbishop Saldanha explains: “We are sending volunteers to assist the homeless and doctors to attend to the numerous injured people. Christian aid agencies are making every effort to help the affected people, mainly Muslims. A few Catholics were among those who lost their life but only a few because there are hardly any Christians in the most affected area. However Catholic schools, institutes and churches are said to have been damaged. Reports are still incomplete. We will know more in the next few days”. In the meantime the death toll continues to rise. Government, UNICEF and other sources estimate 35-40,000 victims. (PA) (Agenzia Fides 10/10/2005 righe 32 parole 347)

New Delhi The Catholic Bishops of India have expressed sympathy and solidarity with the victims of the October 8 earthquake the disputed region of Kashmir which struck on both sides of the border.
On the Indian side Catholic organisations have joined rescue workers and aid agencies with Jammu-Srinagar diocese coordinating efforts: volunteers, medical personnel and medicines and supplies of food and clothing continue to arrive from all over India. The diocese is already assisting 2,000 homeless people but the number continue to rise particularly in the Kashmir districts of Kupwara, Baramulla and Poonch. In 54 villages, according to local Church sources, 90% of the homes are wrecked, roads and communications have been cut and it is difficult to get aid where it is needed .
Caritas Indiana has appealed to Catholics to give generously. Rescue teams are co-ordinated by Fr. Alex Vadakumthala who said: “Food, clothing and medical care are the most urgent commodities at the moment. Families have lost loved ones, homes, possessions. Survivors now face a situation of dire necessity”. Aid is on the way from Caritas Internationalis. In the meantime the Bishop of Jammu-Srinagar Peter Celestine Elampassery accompanied by priests and religious is visiting the affected areas to assess needs and priorities. When the quake happened the Bishop was at St Joseph’s School Srinagar for the school’s Centenary celebrations. When the tremor came the Bishop was with the pupils and staff in the courtyard. No one was hurt and the school was not damaged.
(PA) (Agenzia Fides 10/10/2005 righe 27 parole 265)

Guatemala City  - Guatemala City (Fides Service) - Guatemala, the central American country which hosted CAM 2, the second American Mission Congress in 2003 and which for years has struggled to eliminate violence, now faces the consequences of the violence of nature. At the beginning of last week thousands of people were made homeless and at least a hundred were killed by the fury of Hurricane Stan. Official sources say 421 towns and 133,912 people have been affected. The death toll of 652 is expected to rise. Whole communities are feared to have perished; several villages are still isolated while rescue efforts are prevented by bad weather conditions. 
After three days of heavy rain a masse of mud slid down the side of Toliman volcano smothering the village of Panabaj, Santiago Atitlan district, killing 1,400 people as they slept. “No one survived - said government spokesman Mario Cruz -. The people of Panabaj were buried alive under twelve metres of mud ”. According to local civil protection units thousands of people are displaced and dozens of villages and towns such as Sibinal, Tacanà, San Marcos are isolated. As times passes there is growing concern for outbreaks of disease with bodies of people and animals still under the mud. 
The Guatemalan Ambassador to the Holy See told Fides that Catholics are providing assistance in more than 300 centres. In his homily on Sunday 9 October Cardinal Rodolfo Quezada Toruño called for “Solidarity without frontiers” calling on all the people of Guatemala to help their brothers and sisters in need. A missionary nun said religious institutes in the stricken area have opened their houses to the homeless. Catholic school children are collecting funds for the hurricane victims. Caritas Guatemala and diocesan Caritas offices are organising shelter and assistance for the homeless families in parishes. Public buildings, churches and army centres have been made into centres for collecting supplies of food, clothing, medicines, water and blankets which keep arriving from all over the country. The international community is also responding generously: offers of aid have come from Taiwan, Japan, Mexico, United States, Spain, Cuba and Switzerland.
In a letter sent to Fides Archbishop Francisco Perez national director of the Pontifical Mission Societies in Spain expressed his solidarity with earthquake victims in Asia and hurricane affected peoples in central America, promising assistance and calling for generous solidarity to help the stricken peoples: “the Pontifical Mission Societies Spain call on everyone to be united in grief and prayer and to offer financial aid for the victims” . The Guatemalan government has declared a state of emergency: “The situation is tragic, the dimensions of the disaster cannot be calculated” said president of Guatemala Oscar Berger at a media conference. Hurricane Stan also struck Salvador (63 people dead), south east Mexico (24 dead), Nicaragua (11 dead). (RZ) (Agenzia Fides 10/10/2005, righe 45, parole 617)

New Delhi (Fides Service) – In these last two weeks of the special Year of the Eucharist called by Pope John Paul II October 2004-2005,  Catholics in Bangalore Karnataka state, recently rook part in three days of intense prayer and reflection in the Eucharist. They included in their prayer a special intention for the victims of the recent tragic earthquake in the border region of  Kashmir.

Over 5,000 Catholics attended a special Mass offered for the quake victims and the mourning families presided by the Archbishop of Bangalore Bernard Moras. In his homily the archbishop urged the faithful to give generously to help the homeless and the suffering.

In the meantime in the Indian part of Kashmir a Catholic hospital in Baramulla has become the headquarters for emergency aid supplied by Christian organisations. St Joseph’s Hospital, situated in the affected area, needs more doctors and nurses to attend to numerous people injured in the tragedy. Caritas India is collecting medical equipment and medicines to send to the hospital and asking for doctors to volunteer to go to Baramulla. (PA) (Agenzia Fides 11/10/2005  righe 27 parole 256)

Escuintla (Fides Service) – In the tragic situation following hurricane Stan and the distress of people, especially poor rural communities, Bishop Victor Hugo Palma Paul of Escuintla diocese in Guatemala issued a pastoral message of hope urging Catholics to live this tragic time putting into practice their faith, hope and charity.

The message “The Lord is our refuge in times of trouble” (cf Psalm 9,10), opens with a call to take refuge in the Lord and to live the hardship caused by natural disasters with faith, hope and charity. “Even when we are grieving for the loss of lives of family and friends, even when in addition to economic difficulty there is also loss of homes, crops, source of work, this is the time – the Bishop wrote – dear brothers and sisters in which the light of our faith should illuminate the darkness of calamity”. Our God is not “distant” he is God with us:  “I will be with you always, to the end of time” (Mt 28,20). “This is the truth of our faith which we have celebrated all through this Diocesan Eucharistic and Missionary Year and at this time of calamity we say once again:  Stay with us Lord! (Lk 24,29)”.

“We must not let anxiety or uncertainty for the future rob our hearts of the last thing we can lose: God’s merciful help”. The Bishop encouraged people to help those who are most stricken and grieving, with a word or an action, but above all to help them live through this tragedy with hope and walk together towards a better future.  Bishop Palma says this is the time to live Christian charity with an acts of solidarity and brotherhood to help those most in need. “We must offer those in need not only material help: we must also pray and make a prayer become fraternal action! We must remember that every act of service however small, coming from our small means and donations and almsgiving are a means to make present the Gospel of Jesus Christ”. The Bishop ended his message thanking all who are assisting the afflicted people urging them to continue the good work and to put nothing before this disinterested mission open to all. (RZ) (Agenzia Fides 12/10/2005, righe 29, parole 434)  

See message in Spanish

http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/chieselocali/chieselocali.php?id=155
New Delhi (Fides Service) – The national office of the Pontifical Mission Societies in India is busy assisting people affected by the recent earthquake in Kashmir. National PMS director Mgr Ingnazio Siluvai immediately contacted the Bishop of Jammu-Srinagar diocese where the quake struck to express sympathy and assure solidarity on the part of Pontifical Mission Societies offices all over the world. PMS intervention in the area is being coordinated by Fr Shaju Chako and Fr. Ivan Perreira in charge of PMS activities in Jammu-Srinagar diocese. They formed a team of volunteers at the disposal of the Bishop. At this stage it is important to assess needs to ensure that help goes where it is needed. 


The earthquake struck on both sides of the border, in India and in Pakistan, and local Church sources say humanitarian assistance underway is helping to overcome diffidence and difficulties in the contested region in the past the cause of war and violence between these two colossal nations of the Indian sub-continent. In recent months the situation has improved to the point that in the present common tragedy military and civil authorities on both sides of the frontier are facilitating transit for humanitarian aid: a sign which could be one positive aspect of the disaster which, according to UNICEF has robbed over 4 million people of their homes.

(PA) (Agenzia Fides 13/10/2005  righe 27 parole 271)

Lahore (Fides Service) – The Catholic archbishop of Lahore who is president of the Bishops’ Conference has renewed his call for solidarity with people affected by the October 8 earthquake in the Kashmir region of Pakistan. His made this appeal during a Mass in Lahore Cathedral to celebrate the 25th anniversary of the priestly ordination of Fr Inayat Bernard, encouraging those present to contribute to the Fund in Aid of Earthquake Victims started by the President of Pakistan. 

About 2,600 attended the Mass.  Through the religious magazine Catholic Naqib of which he is editor Fr Bernard has alwasy given attention to social problems and continues a campaign for the homeless, reporting on the work of Christian associations and volunteers.

In the meantime 60 Salesian school pupils are giving a hand at Abbattoabad hospital and helping to build a camp hostipal with 150 tents to care for sick children. Headmaster of Latore technical school Miguel Ruiz has formed a network of contacts with civil and military hospitals. In totally isolated areas such as Balakot and Kahan valley, an operational base will be set up in collaboration with UN, CRS and Caritas and local hospital authorities. “Often working in the rain our sixty students put up tents, cook and distribute meals, help move sick and injured people. May the Salesian presence still small be ready and bold. And may Don Bosco and Mary guide us”, Salesian news agency ANS reports.

Pontifical Mission Societies  offices all over the world are mobilising to help the earthquake vicitms in India and Pakistan. The PMS Australia sent 130,000 Australian dollars to national director of PMS Pakistan Fr Mario Rodrigues who has visited the affected areas and is organising aid focussing on small remote villages. “We work with our Muslim brothers and sisters in this service of aid. Our common solidarity is witness to the God of Love who cares for all men and women despite the tragedies of our lives”, said Fr Rodrigues.


In the meantime UNHCR continues to airlift aid to the affected areas, the latest load was 10,000 tents to shelter 100,000 people. Pakistan air ports are closed because of bad weather. UNHCR has sent specialists in logistics, site planners and camp building experts.  (PA) (Agenzia Fides 19/10/2005  righe 28 parole 285)

Eucharist 

Cochin (Fides ) – As the Year of the Eucharist celebrated by Catholics the world over comes to a close, also in Kerala, south west India, the local Church is marking the special year with various initiatives including a three day conference, study seminars, special liturgies and other initiatives. The Catholic community in Kerala is vivacious and dynamic and runs many schools and centres of assistance. 

Trivandrum diocese has planned a week long reflection with different themes each day focusing on various categories of people: “The Eucharist bread of knowledge”, for teachers and catechists; “bread broken through service”, for workers; “Eucharist: justice and fraternity”, for social workers; “Eucharist and Family”, for Christian families; “The Eucharist and life based on values”, for young people and students.

Other initiatives include special catechesis on John Paul II’s encylical Ecclesia de Eucharistia, hours of Adoration, processions, public witnessing to the presence of Jesus in the Eucharist, all of which are drawing large crowds of Catholics and also some non Christians. This is all in response to Pope John Paul II decision to call the special Year of the Eucharist October 2004-2005. All over India Catholics are celebrating in a special way their faith and joy  in the Eucharist.

(PA) (Agenzia Fides 3/10/2005 righe 23 parole 235)

Vatican City (Fides Service) – Cardinal Angelo Scola Patriarch of Venice, Relator general of the 11th general ordinary assembly of the Synod of Bishops presented on Monday 3 October his intervention consisting of an introduction, three chapters and a conclusion. We give the Cardinal’s presentation of his intervention and the paragraph “The Eucharist implicates evangelisation”.
“After referring to Eucharistic wonder, the Introduction ('Eucharist: the freedom of God encounters the freedom of man') emphasizes the connection of the Eucharist with evangelization and with the 'ratio sacramentalis' of the Revelation. In chapter one ('The Novum of Christian Worship') I will try to highlight the new aspects of Christian worship. Chapter two ('Eucharistic action') will deal with Eucharistic action and its distinctive characteristics, and the essential link between 'ars celebrandi' and 'actuosa participatio.' Chapter three ('Anthropological, cosmological and social dimensions of the Eucharist') will seek to show how the Eucharist intrinsically contains an anthropological, cosmological and social dimension. The Conclusion ('Eucharistic presence in the ordeals of the present day') will offer a brief summary of the subjects discussed, ending with a brief expression of best wishes for our work."

 The Eucharist implicates evangelisation

“The data collected by the Instrumentum laboris prepared in view of this assembly showed that eucharistic practice varies considerably in the great areas of the globe. This certainly has to do with the significant cultural differences expressed clearly also in the quality of participation in the Eucharist which, in turn is connected with the authenticity of  the ars celebrandi.

However one general point can be made. The decline in eucharistic wonder depends in ultimate analysis on the finitude and sinfulness of the subject. Often however it finds a seed bed in the fact that the Christian community which celebrates the Eucharist is distant from reality. It lives it abstractly. It no longer speaks to concrete man, his affections, his work, his repose, his need of unity, truth, goodness, beauty. So Eucharistic action, separated from daily life, does not accompany the believer in the process of growth of the I and in his relation to the cosmos and to society.

The synod is called to investigate carefully this state of affairs and suggest possible remedies. It cannot simply reaffirm the centrality of the Eucharist and dies Domini. Objectively this is an established fact, but the difficulty lies in how to revive the wonder generated by the Eucharist in many non practising baptised Catholics (over 80% in some European countries). “Before our people approach the liturgy – we must not forget -, they must be called to the faith and conversion” [14]. Therefore indispensable are proclamation and personal and community witness of Jesus Christ to all men and women to give rise to active and open communities. Moreover the life of these communities demands systematic formation to the “thought of Christ” (1Cor 2, 16) (catechesis – particularly for the Christian initiation of children and adults -, culture). It includes education to  free service, (charity commitment of social sharing). It calls for universal communication of new life in Christ (mission). In a word the constitutive factors of evangelisation and new evangelisation are essential implications of the eucharistic action. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 4/10/2005, righe 41,  parole 519)

See intervention in Italian 

http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/sinodo/scola_031005.html
Bonn (Fides Service) – One of many initiatives in Catholic dioceses all over Germany in response to a call by the German Bishops’ Conference to mark the Year of the Eucharist, (pastoral letters, homilies, Hours of Adoration, pilgrimages, retreats, seminars and conferences on themes connected with the Eucharist and for all the different sectors of the people of God) is a handbook on the celebration and of Mass and the Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament prepared and published jointly by Liturgical Institutes in Germany, Austria and German speaking Switzerland “…Until you come in glory” (“…bis du kommst in Herrlichkeit”).

“For the Church the celebration of the Eucharist is the centre of its life...all the other sacraments, prayer and life are oriented towards the Eucharist” the presentation reads. The 136 page book give schemas for various occasions and different form of Adoration: Adoration and Benediction, Adoration for Vocations, Adoration with Rosary and Meditation as well as a selection of readings from Scripture, prayers and hymns. The introduction illustrates the significance of the Eucharist, Holy Communion and the service of Special Lay Ministers of the Eucharist.


Cologne archdiocese, for the Year of the Eucharist, published a volume of 50 liturgical hymns “Come to adore Christ” (“Kommen, um Christus anzubeten”) suitable for Mass, Adoration,  Processions with the Blessed Sacrament. The book is interesting because it is a collection of hymns from the Renaissance to the modern day. Again the introduction explains the significance of Adoration and illustrates some of the earliest Eucharistic hymns written in the Middle Ages.


The archdiocese of München und Freising published a book  “They recognised Him in the breaking of the bread” (“Sie erkannten ihn, als er das Brot brach”), with suggestions for better participation of the faithful in the celebration of the Eucharist, the source and summit of the Church’s life. The book has four parts: theology and mystagogy of Holy Mass, rites, prayers and language, music and song. The purpose of all these publications is to help the faithful grow ever more in  “wonder” for the Eucharist and to ensure that liturgical celebrations are rich in noble simplicity and beauty. (MS) (Agenzia Fides, 11/10/2005 – 33 righe, 385 parole)

Madrid (Fides Service) – Pedro García Mendoza, President of Spain’s National Council of Adoration Groups illustrates the activity of people who choose to be Night Adorers of the Blessed Sacrament in the highly secularised world of today, where religious awareness is in steep decline.

How is night Adoration articulated in Spain today ? After 128 does it not seem out of date and even incomprehensible to the men and women of today? 
Night adoration of the Blessed Sacrament continues in Spain, despite difficulties. The country is ever more secular but we continue with enthusiasm with total trust in God’s help. Some think Adoration is a thing of the past and yet our groups continue to welcome new members especially people most committed to evangelisation. Spain today has 750 sectors of Adoration Groups  present in every diocese. They form a network of parish, diocesan and local councils with about 25,000 members who make a monthly prayer vigil. Spain has four sectors of Adoration Groups, men, women, young people and children.

         Adoration is always relevant because of its purpose is to adore Christ present in the Blessed Sacrament, source and summit of the life of the Church. Members have always been people of all ages, children called  “Tarcisi”, young people, adults and elderly people

To give new vitality to devotion to the Eucharist the National Council organises meetings for these groups all over the country oriented to the Christian formation of members and to spread adoration in our Groups and in general. Despite obstacles and secularism we continue to present our charisma convinced that a person needs to adore the Creator and Saviour: our activity is essentially prayer, contemplation and adoration of Jesus present in the Blessed Sacrament. God is present in tabernacles all over the world, but most people are unaware of this. Our aim is to be as often as we can with Jesus and to pray while people are sleeping  . 

How does Adoration help a local Catholic community and how can it be part of the Church’s evangelising mission?

Adoration is fulfilling the Church’s duty to adore the Father “in spirit and in truth” united with Christ in the Eucharist. For the parish it is an example for family and social life, and our members are also involved in evangelisation according to personal charisma and talents. Members of our groups are also catechists who prepare children for First Holy Communion, Confirmation, members of liturgical animation teams, or parish choirs, Caritas, charity groups, home visits to the sick, etc. Parish priests know they can rely on our members for evangelisation.

Are there Adoration Groups in mission lands?

Adoration Groups exist in Europe, Africa, America, Asia and Oceania with 6 million members. From Spain these groups spread to Portugal and to some African countries such as Equatorial Guinea where members often have to walk for several hours to reach the church where there is adoration. When they have finished they have to walk home again. These people are an admirable example of love for Jesus present in the Blessed Sacrament.(RZ) (Agenzia Fides 15/10/2005, righe 53, parole 627)

Nairobi (Fides Service)- “In the prisons of Nairobi the miracle of the Eucharist reawakens the faith” said Italian Consolata missionary Fr Eugenio Ferrari, national director of the Pontifical Mission Societies in Kenya. “Thanks to the prison authorities I was able to celebrate the Year of the Eucharist even inside penitentiaries” said Fr. Eugenio. “I visited the inmates in every sector, on death row, awaiting trial, in isolation and in the infirmary and all said they would appreciate a visit to the Blessed Sacrament”.


“In each prison we have built up a few Christian communities looked after by myself and two catechists. This certainly helped to make my suggestion well accepted, but the enthusiasm and devotion with which the Blessed Sacrament was welcomed was beyond all expectation”, the missionary said


F. Eugenio explained: “I visit each cell quietly for a talk and to hear confession if asked. When all the cells have been visited the prisoners are free to visit the chapel if they want to. Usually about 200 come to adore the Blessed Sacrament, this is followed by Mass and a procession with the Blessed Sacrament in the prison courtyard”.


“In the courtyard the Eucharist is visible for all, even those who are unable to take part in the procession or do not want to see it from the windows and so do the prison guards. Everyone shows profound respect for the celebration and many who had lost the faith asked for Christian instruction and want to start a new life of faith” the missionary said. “I am also deeply grateful to a group of women from the parish who come with me on prison visits”.


“We are marking the missionary month in prisons Nairobi too with special prayers for the missionary Churches and the work of missionaries. On Sunday 23 October the prisoners are looking forward to joining the around the customary world prayer for mission from 9am to 10am  ” said Fr. Eugenio.


“We have celebrated the Year of the Eucharist in Consolata parish Nairobi with various initiatives including a Eucharistic Week of prayer 24 hours a day. People took it in turns to keep watch with enthusiasm and devotion, men and women, young and old” the missionary said. “We will close the Year of the Eucharist on Sunday 30 preceded by three days of adoration”. (L.M.) (Agenzia Fides 17/10/2005 righe 32 parole 402)
Rome (Fides Service) – Homesick Peter Damian Mallam aged 26, in Italy in search of work to support his family in Sudan said he finds the real presence of Christ in the Eucharist an indispensable source of comfort and strength.  “Since I left my family and came to Italy I try to spend some time with Jesus every day. When the loneliness is unbearable I go to a church and in front of the Tabernacle I am in the company of Jesus and my parents and friends feel close”. Peter, who has found a job as a cleaner, says the Eucharist has always been the centre of his life. “But in Sudan people do not know enough about the faith. Most Catholics go to Sunday Mass because it is a custom, hardly anyone realises it is a real encounter with Jesus and so Mass does not have the effect it should and can have on daily life. People need help to really understand what it means to go to Mass and to receive Holy Communion. For this we need well trained catechists able to communicate with people and involve them more profoundly.”
The Eucharist also helps Isabel Costadilla, aged 24 from Colombia, working as a baby sitter feel less alone without her family: “Worries and problems sometimes become a burden but going to Mass and receiving Communion helps me find a meaning to all this fatigue. It is such a comfort to know that God really exists and that he loves each one of us dearly. I come away from Mass relieved of my burden and ready to face the day. Sunday Mass is an opportunity to meet people from my own country, hear my own language and see clothes and gestures typical of Colombia. We stranger immigrants become a community around the Lord”. 

“For me Sunday Mass is most important” said  Aurora Ramos aged 23 from Manila in the Philippines and in Italy as a domestic helper. “The homily helps you understand the Word of God, and the Eucharistic liturgy holds within it all the meaning of being a Christian. Holy Communion is comforting and gives strength and for me it is a confirmation of God’s presence in my life. He comes in search of us, we only have to open our eyes. Mass is also a time for meeting up with the local Filipino Catholic community”. (RF/SL) (Agenzia Fides 20/10/2005, righe 25, parole 378)

Mission
Lucca– Rereading the signs of the Spirit in the last century,  “we cannot fail to refer to that significant event which in a way summed up the history of the 20th century the Great Jubilee of the Year  2000”, said Cardinal Crescenzio Sepe, Prefect of the Congregation for the Evangelisation of Peoples in Lucca, on Saturday 1 October in his address to participants at the Convention “The Holy Spirit in the history of the 20th century: lights and shadows of the 20th century with testimonials from various different countries” (see Fides 28/9/2005).


The Great Jubilee was “a representation of how the Holy Spirit works in the Church and the world, demonstrating that Christians, in their different existential situations not only keep the faith they also conquered evil with good bearing witness of their fidelity to Christ, showing that seeds of hope sown in their hearts by the Holy Spirit bear abundant fruit of good and new hope for humanity”.


Cardinal Sepe continued recalling the grief and suffering caused in the last century by totalitarian ideologies, waves of violence and hatred which tried with every means to “obscure authentic humanism and corrode the religious spirit and sentiments of freedom of people”. Nevertheless not to be forgotten are the great examples of Mother Teresa of Calcutta, Padre Pio da Pietrelcina, Pope John Paul II, nor can we overlook the appearance of new Church Movements, the decisions of the Second Vatican Council, precious testimony of martyrs. “The Church in the 20th century was like a ship which was moved by the Holy Spirit across tempestuous seas, to reach new land and despite a thousands difficulties, to plant the seed of Christ’s love”.     


Cardinal Sepe said that in the last century the great missionary impulse of the Church reached “the far corners of the earth”, and “planted the Church” in Africa and Asia. “The action of the Holy Spirit with the cooperation of holy and heroic missionaries and local clergy produced abundant fruit in many Churches which although young demonstrated great potential and generous adhesion to the Gospel of Jesus Christ”. Among the phenomena of today we see signs of hope for the future, Cardinal Sepe said, mentioning growing missionary awareness in the Churches in Africa and Asia and a desire to send missionaries to other continents, greater efforts for first evangelisation on the part of the laity, catechists in particular …     


In the 20th century the mission of the Church was neither easy nor free of obstacles, but the Church continues her missionary task of announcing Christ . Looking to the horizons of the new millennium which has just started she relies on the power of the Spirit effused at  Pentecost “which compels us to set out again, sustained by hope which will not be disappointed”. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 3/10/2005  Righe: 39  Parole: 507)

Mexico City – On October 6 the Bishops of Mexico issued a brief statement to inform the people of their recent ad limina visit to Pope Benedict XVI in Rome. The Bishops of this very populous Catholic country visited the Pope in four different groups. They said the Pope had listened carefully to their reports and warmly encouraged them in four separate addresses. He underlined the challenges Mexico faces to build a society of more justice and solidarity, he encouraged Catholics to realise the duties which come with the gift of the faith and to collaborate to transform social structures to make them respond more fully to the dignity and rights of every human person. “The Pope urged us not only to work to alleviate suffering but also to eliminate the causes proposing measures to make social, political and economic structures more just and fair”. 

The Pope said that the situation of deteriorating life styles and management of public life, increasing corruption, drug-trafficking, violence, lack of respect for human life, greed for money and power must be countered by promoting a sense of God and the moral principles of Christianity, “temporal realities must be illuminated with the faith and discernment must be used with regard to circumstances, initiatives or passivity which sad to say on certain occasions affect the people of God, and not to neglect the most serious problems and highest aspirations of society indeed to share them and work with enthusiasm to respond to the great queries of the world today”.


The Bishops ended their statement expressing admiration for the warmth, intellectual and moral qualities and admirable simplicity of Benedict XVI: “We Bishops feel fully supported and encouraged to continue with even greater enthusiasm to make our contribution for a society more human and just”. The Bishops call on administrators of public life and the people of God in general to recognise and take up the magnificent challenge outlined by the Supreme Pontiff. (RZ) (Agenzia Fides 7/10/2005, righe 25, parole 350) 

Vatican City – “ < As the Father sent me so I send you >. These words of the Gospel we have just heard speak of a profound reality of our faith: we are sent like Christ; our mission is the same mission as that of the Son of God who came to evangelise”. Cardinal Crescenzio Sepe, Prefect of the Congregation for the Evangelisation of Peoples said this in his homily at Mass for the opening of the academic year 2005-2006and invocation of the Holy Spirit at the Pontifical Urban University on Monday 10 October.

Addressing students and teachers Cardinal Sepe said: “We are sent and our mission is not ours it is the mission of the Son! We carry nothing of ourselves. We carry only Christ always and everywhere. It is necessary to stress this once again at the beginning of this academic year. No one here, teacher or student, priest or religious, prepares to announce his or her own message or point of view or way of understanding the faith; we are called by the Church to Christ’s own mission: to announce the Gospel”.

 The Cardinal said that addressing the Bishops meeting for the Synod in the Vatican he called attention to this fact: “We are discussing the theme of the Eucharist which concerns Catholics all over the world, but we must not forget that there are five billion people who have never received this Bread of Life, because they do not know Christ, because no one has announced him to them! In this lies the importance of mission: to carry Christ to the five billion people waiting for missionaries”.


Cardinal Sepe in his homily said “every baptised person is called to be a missionary and mission is a fundamental dimension of Christianity and the Church, it is part of her nature”. Urban University is called to embrace and re-launch this missionary dimension. 

 “The one sent is a tool in the hands of the Sender – the Cardinal explained -, a tool which is alive and responsible, not mechanical. The missionary lives and acts on behalf of the Sender; the missionary embraces the mission of the Other. So we understand the great responsibility to represent the dignity intentions and will of the Sender. And it is precisely in the Eucharist that communion between Sender and person sent is achieved; in the sacrament of Love and Unity our assimilation with Him is achieved, if we are willing”. The Cardinal continued: “Christ assimilates us to himself, to his mission, he configures us to his love. He makes us His own. His missionary spirit becomes ours, his longing to save souls becomes ours. This type of witness does not step above the sole testimony which must be rendered to the Truth, it is always in total obedience to the teaching of the Church”. 


Lastly quoting Pope Paul VI - “the world needs witnesses more than teachers” - Cardinal Sepe urged the university teachers to be the first to bear witness and said he hoped the new academic year would be “a rediscovery of our missionary identity which cannot be renounced with new impulse to live the Church’s truly Catholic and universal dimension”. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 13/10/2005 Righe 44, Parole 603)  
Vatican City – We give a testimonial by Mgr. Massimo Camisasca, founder and Superior general of the Priestly Fraternity of the Missionaries of St Charles Borromeo, on how the faith survived through long years of persecution in Siberia.

“In his homily during Mass for the opening of the Synod of Bishops on 2 October the Pope urged the bishops not only to speak of the beauty of the Eucharist but to draw life from its power. And the Eucharist is vital energy, the tangible sign of Christ’s presence. This emerges clearly from direct experience and stories of my missionaries serving in many different parts of the world.

In Siberia, where the Christian faith was persecuted for over 70 years, miraculously many small Catholic communities survived. Most of these people were farmers of German or Polish origin deported by Stalin to that cold and inhospitable region. All through the long years without a priest or the sacraments, the faith was kept alive thanks to some of the women who led the small communities in prayers and hymn singing. 

Since 1991 a group of priests of our Fraternity have worked in the area. They were given a warm welcome by minute groups of Catholics, some of them only two or three people. They had been waiting for someone to bring them Christ and his saving presence in the Eucharist.  

One of our priests told me the story of grandmother Agda who lived in Rescjoti a tiny village in the steppe land. Our priest was called to the bedside of Grandmother Agda, babushka (grandmother in Russian) who was 96. When he arrived he was met by her son who said his mother’s condition was serious. When he entered the room grandmother Agda recognised him. Although extremely weak she was overjoyed at the sight of the priest. Fr Francesco recited the Our Father and the Hail Mary. Babushka opened wide her mouth the receive Holy Communion. Her son could not hold back his tears. Neither could the priest, he was certain the woman was a saint.

Grandmother Agda summoned her last energy to receive the Body of Christ with joy and content. As he prayed silently beside her Fr Francesco remembered other meetings. A year earlier after receiving Communion  Agda, sat up in bed and began to sing a hymn in German. Her daughter was also there and repeated the words of the hymn a faction later as she heard her mother singing. That day Agda gave birth to her daughter a second time, giving birth to her in the faith. These are the miracles of the Eucharist . (Mgr. Massimo Camisasca) (Agenzia Fides 14/10/2005; righe 32, parole 444)

Santiago - Saint Alberto Hurtado Cruchaga was a priest for only 15 years, but those were years of intense spiritual and apostolic activity, the expression of his love for Christ. He dedicated himself to helping the poor and the abandoned, and to the formation of the laity with a profound sense of social justice. Beatified by John Paul II on 16 October 1994 he was one of five saints canonised by Pope Benedict XVI on Mission Sunday October 23, a special Mass in St Peter’s Square which closed the Synod of Bishops and the Year of the Eucharist. Saint Alberto Hurtado is Chile’s second Saint after Saint Teresa de los Andes, canonised by Pope John Paul II in 1993.      

Alberto Hurtado Cruchaga was born in Viña del Mar, Chile, on 22 January 1901; he was orphaned when he was four years old by the death of his father. His mother had to sell, at a loss, their modest property in order to pay the family’s debts. As a further consequence, Alberto and his brother had to go to live with relatives and were often moved from one family to another. From an early age, therefore, he experienced what it meant to be poor, to be without a home and at the mercy of others. He was given a scholarship to the Jesuit College in Santiago. Here he became a member of the Sodality of Our Lady and developed a lively interest in the poor, spending time with them in the most miserable neighbourhoods every Sunday afternoon. 

When he completed his secondary education in 1917, at the age of 16 Alberto wanted to become a Jesuit, but he was advised to delay the realisation of this desire in order to take care of his mother and his younger brother. By working in the afternoons and evenings, he succeeded in supporting them; at the same time, he studied law at the Catholic University. In this period, he maintained his care for the poor and continued to visit them every Sunday. On 14 August 1923 he entered the Novitiate of the Society of Jesus in Chillán, being formed in Argentina Spain and Louvain in Belgium. He was ordained a priest there on 24 August 1933, at the age of 32. He returned to Chile in January 1936. Here he began his activity as professor of religion at Colegio San Ignacio and of Pedagogy at the Catholic University of Santiago. He was entrusted with the Sodality of Our Lady for the students, and he involved them in teaching catechism to the poor. He frequently directed retreats and offered spiritual direction to many young men, accompanying several of them in their response to the priestly vocation and contributing in an outstanding manner to the formation of many Christian laymen. In October 1944, while giving a retreat, he felt impelled to appeal to his audience to consider the many poor people of the city, especially the numerous homeless children who were roaming the streets of Santiago. This request evoked a ready and generous response. This was the beginning of the initiative for which Father Hurtado is especially well-known: a form of charitable activity which provided not only housing but a home-like milieu for the homeless: “El Hogar de Cristo”. By means of contributions from benefactors and with the active collaboration of committed laity, Father Hurtado opened the first house for children; this was followed by a house for women and then one for men. The poor found a warm home in “El Hogar de Cristo”. The houses multiplied and took on new dimensions; in some houses there were rehabilitation centres, in others trade-schools, and so on. All were inspired and permeated by Christian values. 

In 1945 Father Hurtado visited the United States to study the “Boys Town” movement and to consider how it could be adapted to his own country. The last six years of his life were dedicated to the development of various forms in which “El Hogar” could exist and function. In 1947 Father Hurtado founded the Chilean Trade Union Association (ASICH) to promote a union movement inspired by the social teaching of the Church. His apostolate was the expression of a personal love for Christ the Lord; it was characterised by a great love for poor and abandoned children, an enlightened zeal for the formation of the laity, and a lively sense of Christian social justice. Pancreatic cancer brought him, within a few months, to the end of his life. In the midst of terrible pain, he was often heard to say, “I am content, Lord.” On 19 May 1952  he celebrated his last Mass and after having spent his life manifesting Christ’s love for the poor, Father Hurtado was called to the Lord on 18 August 1952.

After his death, ‘Los Hogares de Cristo’ spread rapidly and extended their field of action. In 1955 they existed all over Chile and in 1957 spread to other countries. The first Home for the Elderly was opened in1964 followed by many more. Activity extended in 1973 to include assistance to terminally ill patient rejected by hospitals. In 1984 attention focused on Down children and those with mental disabilities. In 1993 Chile decided to Hold Solidarity Day every year on October 18, the day of the death of Saint Hurtado. (R.G.) (Agenzia Fides 24/10/2005, righe 45, parole 662)     

Prayer

Moroto – In this Year of the Eucharist Karimojong speaking Catholics in Uganda have received the best of gifts, liturgical books in their own language. The work started in 2002 and was undertaken by Fr René Brossard a White Father, or Missionary of Africa, who is in charge of the Liturgy Commission of Moroto diocese.

There are about 800,000 Karimojong in north east Uganda and most of them are Catholics. They belong to the dioceses of Moroto and Kotido entrusted to the pastoral care of the Comboni Missionaries and the White Fathers who work together will local priests. In this region there are about 10 different tribes of Karimojong each with their own dialect, but all speak also Karimojong, a Nilotic language very different from Bantu languages found all over central Africa. Up to now there were no liturgical books in this language.


Fr. Brossard led a team of priests, religious, catechists and other lay people in the meticulous work of translating the principle liturgical books in the local language. The volumes translated include the Missal, two Lectionaries with Mass readings, the smaller Missal for the faithful, a Book of Blessings and a few books of simple prayers for the laity. This demanding liturgical labour is of priceless value for the Church and the people of this isolated region. (MS/LM) (Agenzia Fides, 05/10/2005 righe 22, parole 256)

Sydney (Fides Service) – The idea might have seemed curious at first but it soon convinced even the most sceptical: to ‘translate’ Bible verses and spread the World of God via SMS or text messages. The advantage is to use the mobile telephone to spread the World of God using text messages a popular and inexpensive way of communication widely used particularly among young people.

The Bible Society of Australia used the SMS code to translate more than 31,000 verses from Genesis to Revelation, including verses from the Psalms and the four Gospels. The messages can be downloaded from the Internet, and retransmitted freely.

According to the Bible Society this operation will help spread the Word of God in a way which is in keeping with modern means of communication: “The old days when the Bible was only available within a sombre black cover with a cross on it are long gone”, said Michael Chant, spokesman of the Australian Bible Society said  “We want to make Sacred Scripture available to people of all ages, social condition, interests and culture”. (PA) (Agenzia Fides   7/10/2005 righe 24 parole 256)

Vatican City – We give our English translation of a reflection by Fr Hermann Geissler a member of “Das Werk”  an official of the Congregation for the Doctrine of the faith, on the importance of song in prayer and adoration of the Blessed Sacrament. 

“He who sings prays twice” (St. Augustine). In our community – the spiritual family das Werk  founded by Belgian Mother Giulia Verhaeghe (1910-1997) recognised by Pope John II in 2001 come “Family of Consecrated” and today present and active in 13 countries – song is a central past of our prayer. We sing at morning Mass, in the Liturgy of the Hours and during evening Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament at the end of every day. 

Song expresses the deepest dimension of our vocation, that is to offer praise and glory to God Three in One. Vatican II reminds us that in the earthly liturgy “with the host of heavenly angles we sing the hymn of glory of the Lord” (Cost. Sacrosanctum Concilium, n. 8). Song give us a foretaste of the glory of heaven, helps us to thank God for the marvels he has worked and continues to work, and leads us to bless the Lord with our voice, our heart and all our being. “Our whole life must be an act of  praise to God”, Mother Giulia used to say.

Song enhances the beauty of Adoration. Prayer is not merely a duty it is first of all a privilege, a gift which allows us to deepen our personal friendship with Christ. Adoration, which calls for and fosters readiness for continual conversion, fills our heart with true joy, joy because God is near, joy expressed in song. St Paul writes: “May the Word of Christ live among you in abundance; teach and caution one another with all wisdom, singing your gratitude to God with psalms,  hymns, and spiritual canticles” (Col 3,16).

Moreover sacred song is an excellent way of expressing our love and our respect for the majesty of God. When we kneel in front of the Blessed Sacrament, we adore the same God acclaimed by the seraphim with the words “Holy, holy, holy the Lord of hosts. The earth is full of your glory” (Is 6,3). It is therefore good for us to glorify God with our voice recognising his holiness and mercy and expressing our faith in his real presence.

In our community we sing in Latin and in the vulgate, traditional and modern hymns, Gregorian Chant and polyphone. This renders visible a special characteristic of the Catholic Church, her plurality. The one faith is expressed in different songs and melodies reflecting the spiritual riches of the different peoples and epochs of history. Thus, as Jesus said: “every scribe who becomes a  disciple of the kingdom of heaven is like a master of the house who draws from his treasure things new and old” (Mt 13,52).

Lastly song is a way for us to express to the Lord in the Eucharist, the complementarity of the priestly community and the community of consecrated persons who are the nucelus of our spiritual Family. At times we sing together, at  times alternating female and male voices. This is how we show that we are all called to praise God and that we have different vocations which we try to live with joy and reciprocal complementarity that we may be a beautiful  “symphony” for the glory of God and the good of the Church.

Adoration depends above all on the attitude of the heart which submits itself freely and humbly to God. But, just as the Word was made flesh, the attitude of our heart must be visible in our actions, our life and also in our song. (P. Hermann Geissler FSO) (Agenzia Fides 10/10/2005, righe 46, parole 631) 

Lilongwe (Fides Service)- “In this month of October Christians and Muslims are turning to prayer to help straighten the situation which threatens to get out of hand. The new moon marked the beginning of the Muslim month of prayer and fasting Ramadan, and October is for Catholics of course the month of Rosary” Monfort missionary Fr Giorgio Gamba said in a letter to Fides. The Italian born missionary has worked for decades in Malawi now close to a state of calamity with over four million people in danger of starving to death. 

“Hunger was also the theme of a recent debate a two monthly event organised by the  Balaka Debating Club. Sponsored by Montfort Media Centre of information these meetings have become very popular and this is the 20th in the series. Themes debated in the past have included: equality man-woman, politics, family law which fails to recognise the wife’s right to inherit, the town of Balaka and its urgent needs, clean water, healthcare... 

“The initiative builds a sense of community and reciprocal trust and enables Montfort Media to be part of the community” the missionary said and continued: “One Muslim village chief said everyone talks about hunger but no one ever comes to see what it is like when there is nothing to eat. Some suggest importing elephants from India to help cultivate the fields, others say hunger is not caused by deforestation because Malawi was hungry even before its trees were felled, other say what is needed is a change of diet and produce, ... but now it is too late to talk about what to do and what to plant...hunger is now an emergency, brutally present, and all that matters is where to find grain and how to resist until March 2006 when the next harvest is expected”.

“These coming months will be an adventure for the entire community and before considering what help may come from other countries it is in search of a local solution. Already in various parts of the country people live off cooked bamboo leaves, wild berries and herbs” Fr. Gamba concluded. (L.M.) (Agenzia Fides 11/10/2005 righe 32 parole 422)

Hafnarfjörður (Fides Service) – The Sisters Servants of the Lord and Our Lady of Matara arrived in Iceland last October with the Year of the Eucharist. They settled in the parish of Hafnarfjörður about 15 minutes from the capital Reykjavik and immediately set to work to help the small Catholic community benefit from the special year being lived by the whole Church all over the world. “Today like most of Europe Iceland is considered a mission territory - said Mother superior María of Pentecost. The Catholic community is small, the official religion is Lutheran. For the local Catholic community a visit from the Pope, John Paul II in 1989, was very important”. Only a few people go to church and receive the sacraments, but Mother Maria said this is due “more to lack of knowledge of the faith than rejection of the faith and this encourages us in our work”.    

Christianity arrived here in about 1000 and the first bishop was ordained in 1056. Lutheranism was brought to the island in the 16th century and made the official religion. Catholics were persecuted. Religious freedom was granted to the few Catholics in 1874. Mother Maria said “in the last two centuries much of the old religious material was lost.  Recently a Carmelite nun of the Sacred Heart of Jesus, in a convent in the north of the island, worked with a group of lay experts to translate the Liturgy of the Hours into Icelandic. This work has been a great gift for the Year of the Eucharist because it enabled us to organise Holy Hours of Adoration with the official ‘prayer of the Church’ in the local people’s own language.” Also for the Year of the Eucharist the sisters organised a parish pilgrimage from Hafnarfjörður to the Catholic cathedral in the capital for a special Mass. The closing of the Year of the Eucharist was marked with solemn Adoration and Benediction.  

For the moment besides learning the language and bearing witness of Religious Life, the Sisters are working with local children. “Our parish, St Joseph’s, has an oratory like a Don Bosco centre.  On Fridays we look after about 45 children. We organise games with them and take tea and cookies, ‘nami’ in Icelandic, with them. They are surprised and some want to know why we do this.” Most of the children are Lutheran and know nothing of the Catholic faith said Mother Maria, adding “but we often find them in the chapel in front of the tabernacle unaware that they are ‘visiting’ Jesus there”. (RG) (Agenzia Fides 25/10/2005, righe 29, parole 402)

QUAESTIONES

Interview of his Holiness Benedict XVI to the polish television
Pope Benedict XVI gave an interview to Polish television on 16 October the anniversary of John Paul II’s election to the Papacy in 1978. It was Andrzej Majewski, head of Polish programmes Vatican radio who interviewed the Pope in Italian. Here is our English translation .
On October 16th, 1978, Cardinal Karol Wojtyla became Pope, and from that day Pope John Paul II, for more than 26 years, as the Successor of St. Peter, as you are now, led the Church together with the bishops and cardinals. Among the cardinals, your Holiness was also present, enjoying the appreciation and esteem of your predecessor: a person about whom Pope John Paul wrote in his book “Arise, and let’s be on our way” – and here I quote “I thank God for the presence and help of Cardinal Ratzinger. He is a proven friend,” John Paul II wrote.
Holy Father how did this friendship begin and when did your Holiness meet Cardinal Karol Wojtyla?

A. I met him personally during the two pre-Conclaves and Conclaves of 1978. Naturally I had heard about Cardinal Wojtyla, especially in the context of correspondence between the Polish and German Bishops in 1965. The German Cardinals told me about the great merits and contribution of the Cardinal of Krakow and how he was the soul of this historic correspondence. I had also heard from university friends about his stature as a philosopher and thinker. But as I said, the first personal encounter took place during the Conclave of 1978. I liked him from the beginning and, thanks to God, without any merit on my part, the then Cardinal immediately made friends with me. I am grateful for this trust that he showed me. Above all, when I watched him pray, I saw and understood, that he was a man of God. This was my first impression: a man who lives with God and in God. I was also impressed by the unprejudiced cordiality with which he made my acquaintance. On various occasions he addressed these pre-conclave meetings of the cardinals, and it was here I had the opportunity to experience his stature as a thinker. Without using big words, he created a heartfelt relationship and immediately after his election as Pope he called me to Rome several times for talks and in the end he appointed me Prefect of the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith.

Q. So this appointment and convocation to Rome didn’t come as a surprise?
A. It was hard for me, because when I was made Bishop of Munich, with a solemn consecration in Munich cathedral, I felt I had an obligation towards this diocese, almost like a marriage. So I felt bound to this diocese. There were several difficult unresolved problems and I didn’t want to leave the diocese that way. I discussed all of this with the Holy Father, with great frankness and he was very paternal towards me. He gave me time to reflect and said he also wanted to reflect. Finally he convinced me that this was the will of God. Thus I could accept this calling and this great responsibility, which wasn’t easy and which was beyond my capacity. But trusting in the paternal benevolence of the Pope and in the guidance of the Holy Spirit, I could say yes.

Q. This experience lasted for more than 20 years…

A. Yes, I arrived in February 1982 and it lasted until the death of the Pope in 2005.

Q. In your opinion, Holy Father, what are the most significant moments of the Pontificate of John Paul II?

A. We can see it (the Pontificate) from two perspectives: one “ad extra” – toward the world – and the other “ad intra” – toward the Church. With regard to the world, it seems to me that through his speeches, his person, his presence, his capacity to convince, the Holy Father created a new sensitivity for moral values, for the importance of religion in the world. This has created a new opening, a new sensitivity towards religion and the need for a religious dimension in man. Above all, the importance of the Bishop of Rome has increased immensely. Despite the differences and despite their non-recognition of the Successor of Peter, all Christians have recognized that he is the spokesman of Christianity. No one else in the world, on an international level can speak in the name of Christianity like this and give voice and strength to the Christian reality in the world today. He was the spokesman of the great values of humanity for non Christians and other religions too. He managed to create a climate of dialogue among the great religions and a sense of common responsibility that we all have for the world. He also stressed that violence and religion are incompatible and that we must search for the path to peace together, taking common responsibility for humanity. Regarding the situation of the Church, I would say that, first of all, he knew how to infuse enthusiasm for Christ in young people. This is something new, if we think of the youth of late sixties and seventies. That youth has become enthusiastic for Christ and for the Church and for difficult values. It was his personality and charisma that helped mobilize the youth of the world for the cause of God and for the love of Christ. In the Church, he created a new love for the Eucharist. We are still in the Year of the Eucharist, called by him with so much love. He created a new awareness of the greatness of Divine Mercy; and he deepened devotion to Our Lady. In this way he guided us toward an internalizing of the faith and, at the same time, toward a greater efficiency. Of course we have to mention his essential contribution to the great changes in the world in 1989, contributing to the collapse of socialism.

Q. During the course of your personal encounters and your talks with John Paul II, what made the most impression on Your Holiness? Could you tell us about your last meetings, perhaps of this year, with John Paul II?

A. Yes. I had two encounters with him at the end: one was at the “Gemelli” Hospital, around February 5 or 6; and the second was the day before his death, in his room. During the first encounter, the Pope was visibly suffering but was perfectly lucid and very aware. I had gone to see him about work because I needed him to make certain decisions. Though visibly suffering the Holy Father followed what I was saying with great attention. He communicated his decisions in a few words, and gave me his blessing. He greeted me in German and confirmed his trust and friendship. I was very moved to see how he suffered in union with the suffering Lord, and how he bore his suffering with the Lord and for the Lord. I also saw his inner serenity and how totally aware he was. The second encounter was the day before his death: he was visibly in great pain, and was surrounded by doctors and friends. He was still very lucid and he gave me his blessing. He could not talk much. The patience he showed at this time of suffering was a great lesson for me: to see how he believed he was in the hands of God and how he abandoned himself to the will of God. Despite his visible pain, he was serene, because he was in the hands of Divine Love.

Q. Holy Father, often in your speeches you evoke the figure of John Paul II and of John Paul II you say he was a great Pope, a venerated late predecessor. We always remember the words you pronounced at the Mass last April 20, words dedicated precisely to John Paul II. It was you, Holy Father, who said – and here I quote – “it seems as though he is tightly holding my hand, I see his laughing eyes and I hear his words, which at that moment he is directing to me in particular: ‘do not be afraid!’” Holy Father, finally a very personal question: do you continue to feel the presence of John Paul II, and if you do, in what way?

A. Certainly. I’ll begin by answering the first part of your question. Initially, in speaking of the Pope’s legacy, I forgot to mention the many documents that he left us – 14 encyclicals, many Pastoral Letters, and others. All this is a rich patrimony that has not yet been assimilated by the Church. My personal mission is not to issue many new documents, but to ensure that his documents are assimilated, because they are a rich treasure, they are the authentic interpretation of Vatican II. We know that the Pope was a man of the Council, that he internalized the spirit and the word of the Council. Through these writings he helps us understand what the Council wanted and what it didn’t. This helps us to be the Church of our times and of the future. Now for the second part of your question. The Pope is always close to me through his writings: I hear him and I see him speaking, so I can keep up a continuous dialogue with him. He is always speaking to me through his writings. I even know the origin of some of the texts. I can remember the discussions we had about some of them. So I can continue my conversations with the Holy Father. This nearness to him isn’t limited to words and texts, because behind the texts I hear the Pope himself. A man who goes to the Lord doesn’t disappear: I believe that someone who goes to the Lord comes even closer to us and I feel he is close to me and that I am close to the Lord. I am near the Pope and now he helps me to be near the Lord and I try to enter this atmosphere of prayer, of love for our Lord, for Our Lady and I entrust myself to his prayers. So there is a permanent dialogue and we’re close to each other in a new way, in a very deep way.

Q. Holy Father, now we are waiting for you in Poland. Many are asking when is the Pope coming to Poland?

A. Yes, if God wills it, and if my schedule allows for it, I have every intention of coming to Poland. I have spoken to Msgr. Dziwisz about the date and I am told June would be the best time. Naturally everything still has to be organized with the various institutions. It’s early yet, but perhaps next June, God-willing, I could come to Poland.

Holy Father, in the name of all of our television viewers, thank you for this interview. Thank you. 
Catechetical meeting of the Holy Father with children who had received their First Communion during the year

Here is the conversation between the Pope and children in St Peter’s Square on 15 October 

1. Andrea 
Dear Pope, what are your memories of your First Communion day? 
I would first like to say thank you for this celebration of faith that you are offering to me, for your presence and for your joy. I greet you and thank you for the hug I have received from some of you, a hug that, of course, symbolically stand for you all. 

As for the question, of course I remember my First Communion day very well. It was a lovely Sunday in March 1936, 69 years ago. It was a sunny day, the church looked very beautiful, there was music.... There were so many beautiful things that I remember. There were about 30 of us, boys and girls from my little village of no more than 500 inhabitants. 

But at the heart of my joyful and beautiful memories is this one - and your spokesperson said the same thing: I understood that Jesus had entered my heart, he had actually visited me. And with Jesus, God himself was with me. And I realized that this is a gift of love that is truly worth more than all the other things that life can give. 

So on that day I was really filled with great joy, because Jesus came to me and I realized that a new stage in my life was beginning, I was 9 years old, and that it was henceforth important to stay faithful to that encounter, to that communion. I promised the Lord as best I could: "I always want to stay with you", and I prayed to him, "but above all, stay with me". So I went on living my life like that; thanks be to God, the Lord has always taken me by the hand and guided me, even in difficult situations. 

Thus, that day of my First Communion was the beginning of a journey made together. I hope that for all of you too, the First Communion you have received in this Year of the Eucharist will be the beginning of a lifelong friendship with Jesus, the beginning of a journey together, because in walking with Jesus we do well and life becomes good. 

2. Livia 
Holy Father, before the day of my First Communion I went to confession. I have also been to confession on other occasions. I wanted to ask you: do I have to go to confession every time I receive Communion, even when I have committed the same sins? Because I realize that they are always the same. 
I will tell you two things. The first, of course, is that you do not always have to go to confession before you receive Communion unless you have committed such serious sins that they need to be confessed. Therefore, it is not necessary to make one's confession before every Eucharistic Communion. This is the first point. It is only necessary when you have committed a really serious sin, when you have deeply offended Jesus, so that your friendship is destroyed and you have to start again. Only in that case, when you are in a state of "mortal" sin, in other words, grave (sin), is it necessary to go to confession before Communion. This is my first point. 

My second point: even if, as I said, it is not necessary to go to confession before each Communion, it is very helpful to confess with a certain regularity. It is true: our sins are always the same, but we clean our homes, our rooms, at least once a week, even if the dirt is always the same; in order to live in cleanliness, in order to start again. Otherwise, the dirt might not be seen but it builds up. Something similar can be said about the soul, for me myself: if I never go to confession, my soul is neglected and in the end I am always pleased with myself and no longer understand that I must always work hard to improve, that I must make progress. And this cleansing of the soul which Jesus gives us in the Sacrament of Confession helps us to make our consciences more alert, more open, and hence, it also helps us to mature spiritually and as human persons. Therefore, two things: confession is only necessary in the case of a serious sin, but it is very helpful to confess regularly in order to foster the cleanliness and beauty of the soul and to mature day by day in life. 

3. Andrea 
In preparing me for my First Communion day, my catechist told me that Jesus is present in the Eucharist. But how? I can't see him! 
No, we cannot see him, but there are many things that we do not see but they exist and are essential. For example: we do not see our reason, yet we have reason. We do not see our intelligence and we have it. In a word: we do not see our soul and yet it exists and we see its effects, because we can speak, think and make decisions, etc. Nor do we see an electric current, for example, yet we see that it exists; we see this microphone, that it is working, and we see lights. Therefore, we do not see the very deepest things, those that really sustain life and the world, but we can see and feel their effects. This is also true for electricity; we do not see the electric current but we see the light. 

So it is with the Risen Lord: we do not see him with our eyes but we see that wherever Jesus is, people change, they improve. A greater capacity for peace, for reconciliation, etc., is created. Therefore, we do not see the Lord himself but we see the effects of the Lord: so we can understand that Jesus is present. And as I said, it is precisely the invisible things that are the most profound, the most important. So let us go to meet this invisible but powerful Lord who helps us to live well. 

4. Giulia 
Your Holiness, everyone tells us that it is important to go to Mass on Sunday. We would gladly go to it, but often our parents do not take us because on Sundays they sleep. The parents of a friend of mine work in a shop, and we often go to the country to visit our grandparents. Could you say something to them, to make them understand that it is important to go to Mass together on Sundays? 
I would think so, of course, with great love and great respect for your parents, because they certainly have a lot to do. However, with a daughter's respect and love, you could say to them: "Dear Mommy, dear Daddy, it is so important for us all, even for you, to meet Jesus. This encounter enriches us. It is an important element in our lives. Let's find a little time together, we can find an opportunity. Perhaps there is also a possibility where Grandmom lives". In brief, I would say, with great love and respect for your parents, I would tell them: "Please understand that this is not only important for me, it is not only catechists who say it, it is important for us all. And it will be the light of Sunday for all our family". 

5. Alessandro 
What good does it do for our everyday life to go to Holy Mass and receive Communion? 
It centres life. We live amid so many things. And the people who do not go to church, do not know that it is precisely Jesus they lack. But they feel that something is missing in their lives. If God is absent from my life, if Jesus is absent from my life, a guide, an essential friend is missing, even an important joy for life, the strength to grow as a man, to overcome my vices and mature as a human being. 

Therefore, we cannot immediately see the effects of being with Jesus and of going to Communion. But with the passing of the weeks and years, we feel more and more keenly the absence of God, the absence of Jesus. It is a fundamental and destructive incompleteness. I could easily speak of countries where atheism has prevailed for years: how souls are destroyed, but also the earth. In this way we can see that it is important, and I would say fundamental, to be nourished by Jesus in Communion. It is he who gives us enlightenment, offers us guidance for our lives, a guidance that we need. 

6. Anna 
Dear Pope, can you explain to us what Jesus meant when he said to the people who were following him: "I am the bread of life?". 
First of all, perhaps we should explain clearly what bread is. Today, we have a refined cuisine, rich in very different foods, but in simpler situations bread is the basic source of nourishment; and when Jesus called himself the bread of life, the bread is, shall we say, the initial, an abbreviation that stands for all nourishment. And as we need to nourish our bodies in order to live, so we also need to nourish our spirits, our souls and our wills. As human persons, we do not only have bodies but also souls; we are thinking beings with minds and wills. We must also nourish our spirits and our souls, so that they can develop and truly attain their fulfilment. 

And therefore, if Jesus says: "I am the bread of life", it means that Jesus himself is the nourishment we need for our soul, for our inner self, because the soul also needs food. And technical things do not suffice, although they are so important. We really need God's friendship, which helps us to make the right decisions. We need to mature as human beings. In other words: Jesus nourishes us so that we can truly become mature people and our lives become good. 

7. Adriano 
Holy Father, they've told us that today we will have Eucharistic Adoration. What is it? How is it done? Can you explain it to us? Thank you. 
We will see straightaway what adoration is and how it is done, because everything has been properly prepared for it: we will say prayers, we will sing, kneel, and in this way we will be in Jesus' presence. 

But of course, your question requires a deeper answer: not only how you do adoration but what adoration is. I would say: adoration is recognizing that Jesus is my Lord, that Jesus shows me the way to take, and that I will live well only if I know the road that Jesus points out and follow the path he shows me. 

Therefore, adoration means saying: "Jesus, I am yours. I will follow you in my life, I never want to lose this friendship, this communion with you". I could also say that adoration is essentially an embrace with Jesus in which I say to him: "I am yours, and I ask you, please stay with me always".

Interview with Cardinal Crescenzio Sepe Prefect of the Congregation for the Evangelisation of Peoples on the occasion of WORLD MISSION SUNDAY 2005
Vatican City (Fides Service) - On the occasion of World Mission Sunday, which falls this year on 23 October, the Prefect of the Congregation for the Evangelisation of Peoples Cardinal Crescenzio Sepe kindly agreed to give an interview to Fides News Service. The Cardinal spoke in Italian, here is our English translation 

Your Eminence this Year the celebration of Mission Sunday coincides with the solemn closing of the Year of the Eucharist and also the closing of the 11th general Synod of Bishops, furthermore this is the first Mission Sunday in the pontificate of Pope Benedict XVI and the special annual Mission Sunday Message was actually the last message written by our beloved late Pope John Paul II! What are your reflections on these special circumstances?
This is a good question because the Gospel teaches us to pay attention to the signs of the times and to what has been happening recently in the history of the Church. Looking back at recent years after the last century of the great wars and the devastating consequences of homicidal ideologies of militant Nazism and Communism, we see the beautiful design woven by Divine Providence and it appears to introduce us to a new era, one eminently missionary. I say this because as Tertullian used to say, "the blood of martyrs is seed of new Christians"; and how much blood Christians shed because of faith in Christ in the last century!

This year Mission Sunday is particularly filled with spiritual intensity connected as it is with two pontificates that of John Paul II and Benedict XVI. It was said of World Youth Day last August in Germany that is was the ‘Day’ of two Popes. We can say the same of Mission Sunday 2005 since it is blessed with the apostolic zeal of both John Paul II and Benedict XVI. 

The Servant of God John Paul II, on the threshold of the New Millennium, addressed the programmatic words Duc in altum to the whole Church, urging all Catholics, bishops in particular to put out into the deep and to speak of Christ without hesitation at all times, opportune and inopportune. Today in fact we tend to speak ever less about Christ even in contexts where it is our duty to speak of him and I underline duty. If we hesitate to speak of him when it is opportune, imagine what we do when we think it might be inopportune. So where is our courage, our boldness, our proclamation?

"Duc in altum" put out into the deep and "arise let’s go"… were God’s urgent calls to the Church in our day! The exceptional apostolic act of Christ culminating in giving of self for the redemption of the world impels us not to rest on our certainties, but to arise and strain with holy restlessness to carry the Gospel to all men and women who have yet to encounter God Three in One. We were reminded of this holy restlessness by Benedict XVI at the very beginning of his Pontificate. And here I quote a magnificent ‘missionary’ passage taken from the Pope’s homily on the day of the inauguration of his Pontificate, 24 April: "The pastor must be inspired by Christ’s holy restlessness: for him it is not a matter of indifference that so many people are living in the desert. And there are so many kinds of desert. There is the desert of poverty, the desert of hunger and thirst, the desert of abandonment, of loneliness, of destroyed love. There is the desert of God’s darkness, the emptiness of souls no longer aware of their dignity or the goal of human life. The external deserts in the world are growing, because the internal deserts have become so vast. Therefore the earth’s treasures no longer serve to build God’s garden for all to live in, but they have been made to serve the powers of exploitation and destruction. The Church as a whole and all her Pastors, like Christ, must set out to lead people out of the desert, towards the place of life, towards friendship with the Son of God, towards the One who gives us life, and life in abundance". John Paul II handed the baton to his faithful colleague and friend for many years Joseph Ratzinger who like his Predecessor in his very first homily as Supreme Pontiff emphasised the Church’s missionary dimension. I think this passage reveals one of the new Pope’s deepest intuitions and intentions: utmost importance must be given to the Church’s missionary dimension.

In this sense, I think "Duc in altum" will be a principal mark of this Pontificate which has just begun bathed as it is in the missionary light of the previous one. So how can we fail to rejoice for this providential coincidence that Mission Sunday falls the day of the conclusion of a special Year of the Eucharist called to reawaken ‘wonder’ for the Eucharist which, if authentic, fills us with a longing to share this wonder with those who have never heard about Jesus Christ, the Bread of Life. Close to five billion of the world’s people are unable to receive this "daily Bread", this bread transubstantiated into the Body of Christ in the hands of the priest; these men and women know nothing of God’s gifts, there are there in the "desert" waiting for us who by this Bread are nourished. 

So your Eminence, we face a new re-launching of missionary activity? 

I am no prophet but I am deeply convinced that the pontificate of Benedict XVI will have its own missionary dynamism which will surprise us all. Missionary dynamism does not entail extraordinary undertakings, it means, I think, being possessed by holy restlessness to carry to all the truth, knowledge and love of Christ. Holy restlessness fired by the certainty that Christ is the only Saviour of the world and the Church has his mandate to lead every man and women from every continent and in every age to Jesus, the fullness of the Truth.. Benedict XVI is filled with holy restlessness. 
Not by chance, before taking possession of his Cathedral, St John in the Lateran, the Holy Father made a pilgrimage to the "roots of mission", he went to St Paul’s Basilica and he said: " May the Lord also foster a similar love in me, so that I will not rest before the urgent need to proclaim the Gospel in our world today. The Church is by nature missionary; her urgent duty is to evangelise "(Homily April 25 2005). The Lord will surely nourish holy restlessness in the heart of His Vicar, so he may transmit it first of all to the bishops of the Church and we will see its fruits! 

Missionary dynamism is born of faith in the Risen Christ; in this sense the roots of mission are where this faith is lived most deeply, as it was lived Peter, Paul and the other Apostles, fortified by the words "go out into the whole world…".

When faith in the Risen Christ weakens, so does missionary dynamism. But we who are certain in our hearts that there is no other Way, Truth and Life than that of Christ, the incarnate Son of God, must put all the people, means and structures we have at the service of this holy restlessness to all win hearts for Christ. Our decisions are taken in view of this, our programmes stem from the impelling desire to cry Christ to the world. But unless we are conquered, how can we conquer? 

Your Eminence "holy restlessness" could be a key to understanding this Pontificate?
Indeed. I believe that "holy restlessness" to make Jesus known to all men and women is a special mark of Benedict XVI in absolute harmony with the our late "missionary Pope" John Paul II. 

Holy restlessness to "let the Word of God run on the roads of the world" can prompt original projects. Jesuit fathers sailed to the distant lands of America to win souls with the Gospel, they were fired by the same holy restlessness which could be described as the holy restlessness of hearts conquered by Christ! They put everything they had at the service of this "conquest for Christ" even music which gradually drew the native peoples to Christ, the Truth. 

We stand before an enormous missionary challenge, greater than ever even, in first world secularised countries and I believe Benedict XVI has been especially prepared "ad hoc" for this eminently missionary time. Not by chance in fact he has declared ‘war’, - forgive the expression - , on another underhand ideology: relativism. 

Relativism is the number one enemy of missionary dynamism. People who are not interested in mission have been infected by this relativism. In the end in this pernicious process everything is relativised, even God and the existence of God! 

The Year of the Eucharist concludes with the Synod of Bishops on the theme "Eucharist, source and summit of the Church’s life and mission" and on World Mission Sunday. The Year of the Eucharist is coming to its conclusion, but missionary work to carry the Lord of the Eucharist to the "spiritual deserts" of our day has by no means reached its conclusion. The Eucharist is Christ’s love in totality: Christ is totally present, as the great Saint Thomas Aquinas said, totally present in the Host and in its every fragments. In no way can faith in Christ present in the Blessed Sacrament be relativised. One either believes that Christ is present and living in the Bread of the Eucharist, or one does not. With faith in the Eucharist, as with all the great Truths of our Faith, there can be no half measures. 

The same is true for mission. Local Churches more missionary and less missionary do not exist. All Christians are potential missionaries and they become missionaries when, like Christ, they break the bread of the word with others and receive the same Eucharist. Mission Sunday is not simply a celebration, it reminds us of a truth: Christianity is authentic when it is missionary, the Church is truly alive when she opens wide her arms to offer Christ, the Way, the Truth, the Life to the world.

Pope Benedict XVI like John Paul II presented himself to the Church and to the world with his arms open wide, and we too must do the same. 

Your Eminence, you speak of mission territories, but which are the mission countries and where are they?
The Congregation for the Evangelisation of Peoples is entrusted with 1,069 (30%) of the Church’s ecclesiastical circumscriptions: archdioceses, diocese, territorial abbacies, apostolic vicariates, prefectures, administrations, missions sui juris, military ordinates. Most of the territories for which the Missionary Congregation is responsible are in Africa, 477, the rest are in Asia 453, America 80, Oceania 45 and even in Europe there are 14 mission territories.

The Congregation for the Evangelisation of Peoples publishes a directory of these territories, "Guida delle Missioni cattoliche 2005", which came out recently in a new edition updated to 31 December 2004. (In Italian only translator’s note). The Congregation for the Evangelisation of Peoples is at the service of the Pope as "centre of promotion direction and coordination" of Catholic missionary activity and missionary cooperation all over the world. From the directory we learn that the number of people living in territories and entrusted to the care of Congregation is 2,850,329,546 of whom 200,284,770, or 7.02%, are Catholics. The percentages of Catholics in mission territories by continent are as follows: 20.23% in Africa, 56.88% in America, 1.8% in Asia, and 25.9% in Oceania and 10.8% in Europe. At the service of mission Ad Gentes (to the peoples) there are 85,000 priests, 28,000 Brothers, 45,000 women religious and 1,650,000 Catechists.

And what is the Congregation doing for the formation of future priests in mission territories?
Before giving technical details I would quote Pope Benedict XVI with regard to priests. Without priests, where would be no Eucharistic Celebrations, and the Sacrament of the Eucharist is all the more effective when there is the personal holiness of the priest. The Pope said: "We all know that the validity of the Sacrament does not depend on the holiness of the celebrant but its effect for himself and for others will be all the greater the more he lives it with profound and ardent love and a spirit of fervid prayer”. (Angelus 19/9/2005)".

With regard to statistics. The Congregation for the Evangelisation of Peoples through the Pontifical Society St Peter Apostle, follows the spiritual and academic formation of student priests in 307 major inter-diocesan seminaries, 516 minor seminaries and 101 propaedeutic seminaries, helping also with their upkeep. In 2004 the CEP assisted 80,297 seminarians mostly in Africa and Asia.

In Rome in 2004 there were 331 students priests from 54 different countries lodged at two colleges dependent on the CEP, St Peter Apostle and St Paul Apostle, and studying at the Pontifical Urban University or other Pontifical universities. We also have Foyer Paolo VI which is home for 79 students nuns from 21 different countries in Rome for further studies also at Urban College. This year on 4 October we inaugurated San Francesco College for about forty men and women catechists studying in Rome.

The highest expression of Propaganda Fide for cultural and scientific formation of pastoral workers in mission territories is undoubtedly the Pontifical Urban University, frequented by about a thousands students and with a teaching body of 130 members. Urban College has always been an institute with a missionary character at the service of the Church in her missionary-apostolic mandate, forming missionaries and experts in missiology and other disciplines, necessary for missionary activity. Since 1966 Urban College has accepted affiliations with seminaries and institutes of philosophy, theology, missiology and Canon Law in Africa, Asia, America, Oceania and in Europe. 

Mission also includes education for young generations and health care... 
In fact an important part of the Congregation for the Evangelisation of Peoples activity in mission territories concerns education and formation in some 42,000 Catholic schools, medical care involving 1,600 hospitals, over 6,000 dispensaries, 780 care centres for people with leprosy. All these Catholic institutions, schools and hospitals etc., are run by the Church but they are open to all people irrespective of religion, social class, caste...we could give countless examples in this regard. 

What is the role of the Pontifical Mission Societies ?
The Pontifical Mission Societies whose activity is directed by the supreme committee chaired by the Cardinal prefect of the Congregation for the Evangelisation of Peoples, have the task of fostering awareness of the Church’s missionary nature and the missionary duty of every Christian. World Mission Sunday, the principle event in the whole year of missionary animation was started at the request of the Propagation of the Faith. The four Pontifical Mission Societies, founded at different times, form one institution with one common fundamental purpose: to foster a spirit of universal mission among the people of God.
The task of the Pontifical Society for the Propagation of the Faith is to encourage Catholics to support the missions with prayers and sacrifices and collect money offerings in support of the work of evangelisation. The Pontifical Society of Holy Childhood fosters missionary awareness among children and adolescents and leads them to be help their brothers and sisters in need with spiritual and material aid. The Pontifical Society St Peter Apostle is responsible for offering spiritual and economic assistance to seminaries and houses of formation in mission territories. The Pontifical Missionary Union, the soul of the other three, fosters missionary and missionary vocations awareness among seminarians, priests and religious. (Agenzia Fides 22/10/2005)

The Synod Fathers at the 11th Ordinary Synod address a letter to the four Chinese prelates absent from the synodal assembly
Vatican City (Fides Service) – The Synod Fathers at the 11th Ordinary Synod addressed a letter to the four Chinese prelates absent from the synodal assembly Bishops Anthony Li Duan, Xi'an; Luke Li Jingfeng, Fengxiang; Aloysius Jin Luxian S.J., Shanghai; and Joseph Wei Jingyi, Qiqihar. The letter, dated 22 October was signed by the presidents delegate and by the secretary general of the Synod of Bishops - respectively Cardinals Francis Arinze, prefect of the Congregation for Divine Worship and the Discipline of Sacraments, Cardinal Juan Sandoval Iniguez archbishop of Guadalajara and Cardinal Telesphore Placidus Toppo archbishop of Ranchi and Archbishop Nikola Eterovic. Here is the text of the letter
"Vatican City, October 22nd 2005.

 "Dearest Brothers in the Episcopacy, "We, the Synod Fathers, participating in the Eleventh Ordinary General Assembly of the Synod of Bishops, joined with Pope Benedict XVI, wish to give you our fraternal and cordial greetings. Your absence during the synodal work caused great unhappiness in our soul. We would have liked to meet with you and hear of your demanding and fruitful ecclesial experience. All this was not possible, but we would like to assure you and the whole Church that is in China that you are present in a particular way in our hearts and in our prayers.   As you know, the Eucharistic Mystery is the centre of our reflections. Regarding this, we would like to underline that it is in the Eucharist itself, source and summit of the life and mission of the Church, that we are all in communion with Christ and with the Universal Church. For this reason we give praise, with you, to the Eternal Father, the Giver of all good: from His heart comes the love that is poured to us through the Spirit of the Risen Lord, which makes us 'of one heart and soul.'

  
 "In the Lord Jesus, we hope that all the ecclesial communities in China may flourish in listening to the Word, in celebrating the Paschal Mystery and in generous service to their brethren. Our prayers include the ardent hope that paths may soon be found to make full communion more visible. We entrust these wi​shes to Most Holy Mary, Mother of the Church, accompanied by a fervent prayer from the whole Church.” (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 24/10/2005, righe 35, parole 381)
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