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FIDES SPECIAL FEATURE

Instrumentum mensis Octobris pro lectura Magisterii 

Summi Pontifici Benedicti XVI, pro evangelizatione 

in terris missionum

Annus II – Numerus X, October A.D. MMV

In the month of October the Church celebrated the 80th World Mission Sunday. «Mission Sunday  - Pope Benedict XVI said during the Angelus on Sunday 22 October  - was instituted by Pope Pius XI who gave new impulse to mission  ad gentes, and in the Holy Year 1925 promoted an important exhibition, what is now the Ethnological-Missionary Collection of the Vatican Museums. This year, - the Pope continued - in the customary Message for the occasion, I have proposed the theme, "Charity, soul of the mission". In effect, if the mission is not inspired by love, it is reduced to a philanthropic and social activity. For Christians, however, the words of St Paul are valid: "The love of Christ impels us" (2 Cor. 5: 14). The charity that moved the Father to send his Son into the world, and moved the Son to offer himself for us even to death on the Cross, that same charity has been poured out by the Holy Spirit in the hearts of believers. Every baptized person, as a vine united to the branch, can therefore cooperate in the mission of Jesus, which can be summarized thus: to bring to every person the good news that "God is love" and, precisely for this reason, wants to save the world.». Therefore the Pope said: «mission arises from the heart: when one stops to pray before a Crucifix with his glance fixed on that  pierced side, he cannot but experience within himself the joy of knowing that he is loved and the desire to love and to make himself an instrument of mercy and reconciliation. ». On Thursday 19 October the Pope went to take part in Italy’s  4th National Church Meeting  in Verona where he have an address and presided the celebration of Mass at the Bentegodi Sports Centre. In his address at the Verona Fiere, the Holy Father said mission is a  « the work of evangelisation is never a simple adaptation to culture, but it is always also a purification, a courageous break that leads to maturation and healing, an openness that brings to birth that "new creation" (II Cor 5: 17: Gal 6: 15) which is the fruit of the Holy Spirit. ».

1 SYNTHESIS INTERVENTUUM

1 October 2006 - Angelus

4 October 2006 - General Audience
7 October 2006 - Audience to Catholics of the Italian region of Romagna

8 October 2006 - Angelus

9 October 2006 - Letter to Cardinal Sepe, special envoy to Asian Mission Congress Chang Mai (Thailand)

11 October 2006 - General Audience
13 October 2006 - Audience to Bishops of Zambia on ad limina visit
15 October 2006 - Homily during Mass for Canonisation of four Saints
18 October 2006 - General Audience
19 October 2006 - Address at 4th Italian National Meeting of the Catholic Church, Verona 

19 October 2006 – Homily, 4th Italian National Meeting of the Catholic Church, Verona 

21 October 2006 – Address to open academic year Pontifical Lateran University 

22 October 2006 - Angelus

23 October 2006 - Audience to members of John Paul II Foundation 
23 October 2006 – Homily during Mass with students of Pontifical Universities in Rome for the opening of new academic year 

25 October 2006 - General Audience
26 October 2006 - Audience to 5th International Meeting of Military Ordinates 
29 October  2006 - Angelus

2 VERBA PONTIFICIS

Bartholomew-Nathanael
Education
Family
John Paul II
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Islam
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3 INTERVENTUS SUPER QUAESTIONES

Catholic Teleivision  - “We urgently need professional Catholic communicators in the field of television…We need Catholic television!”: World Congress of Catholic TV 

Catholic Teleivision  - World Congress of Catholic TV: “Cooperation is essential and urgent to build the Church of our day " says Fr. Lombardi; “Catholics from all over the world have come to this Congress to discuss how to make Television a channel of evangelisation” says Cardinal Rouco Varela  

4 QUAESTIONES

VATICAN - Propaganda Fide venerates Relics of Saint Therese of Lisieux at the start of the missionary month of October: “Love is the soul of mission” 

VATICAN - Cardinal Ivan Dias presides Concelebration of Mass «De Spiritu Sancto» for the inauguration of the new academic year at the Pontifical Urban University: “it is not enough to study in the library or in the classroom, we must live at the school of the one and only Master, the Lord Jesus Christ”

VATICAN - “Overcoming hatred with love” message to Hindus for the Feast of Diwali 2006: Pontifical Council for Inter-religious Dialogue 

VATICAN – The Pope appoints Cardinal Dias member of Special Council for Asia of the General Secretariat of the Synod of Bishops 

The Pope’s Missionary Prayer intention for November 2006: “For believers everywhere: may they work to remove old and new barriers to Africa’s development”. 
Comment by Cardinal Peter Turkson, Archbishop of Cape Coast, Ghana
SYNTHESIS INTERVENTUUM

1 October  2006 - Angelus

VATICAN - Pope Benedict XVI at the midday Angelus prayer asks people to say the  Rosary “for the intentions of the Pope, for the mission of the Church and for peace in the world” recalls that October in the month of the Missions. Appeal for peace in Iraq

Castel Gandolfo (Agenzia Fides) – On Sunday 1 October, before reciting the midday Angelus prayer with visitors gathered in his Summer Residence, Pope Benedict XVI mentioned the feast day of St Teresa of the Child Jesus, the start of the month of October dedicated to the Rosary prayer and to the missions which will culminate on 22 October Mission Sunday. The Angelus was the last in Castel Gandolfo as later in the day the Pope returned to the Vatican.  


“When on 7 October we celebrate the feast of Our Lady Queen of the Rosary, it is as if every year Our Lady urges us to discover the beauty of this prayer, so simple yet so profound” the Pope said recalling John Paul II “great apostle of the Rosary”. Pope Benedict XVI  said the prayer of the Rosary “is contemplative and Christ-centred… it is the prayer of the Christian on the pilgrimage of faith, following Jesus, guided by Mary”, and he encouraged those present “to recite the Rosary this month in families, in communities, in parishes for the intentions of the Pope, the Mission of the Church and for peace in the world”.

October is the month of Missions and Sunday 22 October is World Mission Sunday the Pope said. "In my message for World Mission Sunday I presented charity as the ‘soul of mission’. St Paul the Apostle of the nations said: "Love for Christ urges us on". May all Christians make these words their own in the joyful experience of being missionaries of Love wherever Divine Providence has placed them and serving neighbour with humility and courage with no secondary aims, and drawing from prayer the strength for happy and active charity.”

Lastly the Pope mentioned the feast day on 1 October of Saint Therese of the Child Jesus the universal patron saint of the missions with Francis Xavier. He recalled that Therese showed Christians the  "little way" to holiness of complete trust in God’s love, “May she help us all to be credible witnesses to the Gospel of Charity. May Mary Most Holy, Our Lady of the Rosary, Queen of Missions, lead us all to Christ the Saviour” the Pope said
After greeting those present in different languages the Pope asked for prayers for peace and harmony in Iraq: “Yesterday I had the joy of meeting His Beatitude Emmanuel III Delly, Patriarch Babylon of the Chaldeans, who told me of the tragic situation which the beloved people of Iraq have to face every day. In Iraq Christians and Muslims have lived side by side as children of the same land for 14 centuries. I hope these bonds of brotherhood will not loosen, with sentiments of my spiritual closeness I invite all the join me in asking Almighty God to grant the gift of peace and harmony to that martyred country.”

On the occasion of the United Nations World Habitat Day (1st Monday in October)  the Pope voiced encouragement for  “all who work at the local and international levels to guarantee people living in degraded city outskirts, worthy living conditions, basic needs and opportunity to realise aspirations particularly within the family and in peaceful social co-existence”. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 2/10/2006 – righe 37, parole 506)

See the Pope’s address
http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/pontefici/pontefice.php?id=611
4 October  2006 - General Audience
VATICAN - Pope Benedict XVI continues Audience catechesis on the Apostles: The figure of Saint Bartholomew is before us to say that we can live and bear witness as disciples of Jesus without sensational deeds
Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) – On Wednesday morning October 4, Pope Benedict XVI returned to the Vatican after spending the Summer at Castel Gandolfo, and gave his customary general audience in St Peter’s square, where he was warmly welcomed by thousands of visitors. On his way to the square the Pope stopped to bless a new statue set in one of the niches on the outside of St Peter’s basilica. The statue represents Saint Genoveva Torres Morales, who founded the Congregation of the Sisters of the Sacred Heart of Jesus and the Holy Angels.

Continuing his catechesis on the Twelve Apostles, this week the Holy Father spoke about Bartholomew: “We have little information with regard to Bartholomew – the Pope said -; his name is found always but only in the lists of the Twelve, never at the centre of a narration. Traditionally however he is identified with Nathaniel, a name which means ‘God has given’. Nathaniel came from Cana and could have been a witness to a great ‘sign’ worked there by Jesus. The identification of these two figures is probably due to the fact that Nathaniel, in the scene of the calling as narrated in the Gospel of John, comes next to Philip, the place given to Bartholomew in the lists of the Apostles in the other three Gospels”. 

The Pope recalled that when Philip said he had found  “the one of whom Moses wrote in the Law and the Prophets: Jesus son of Joseph, from Nazareth”, Nathaniel replied: “Can anything good come from Nazareth?”. This statement tells us that “for the Jews, the Messiah would not come from such an unknown village as Nazareth” and at the same time, “underlines the freedom of God who surprises our expectations by letting Himself be found exactly there where we least expect Him ”. 

The story of Nathaniel prompts another reflection: “in our relationship with Jesus we must not be content with words alone... our knowledge of Jesus needs above all living experience: testimony of others is certainly important, since normally our Christian life starts with the announcement which comes to us through one or more witnesses. But then we must let ourselves become personally involved in a profoundly intimate relationship with Jesus”. In the meeting with Jesus, Nathaniel is touched to the heart by the Master’s words, “he feels he is understood and he understands: this man knows everything about me, He knows the path of life, this is a man to whom I can truly entrust myself. And so he replies with a crystal clear confession of faith, saying: ‘Rabbi, you are the Son of God, you are the king of Israel’… Nathaniel’s words shed light on a complementary aspect of Jesus’ identity: He is recognised both in his special relationship with God the Father, of whom he is the only begotten Son, and with the people of Israel, of which He is said to be king, a trait proper to the awaited Messiah”. Pope Benedict said both these components must be kept in mind, “because if we proclaim Jesus only in the heavenly dimension, we risk making Him an ethereal and evanescent being, and if on the contrary we recognise only his concrete existence in history, we overlook the divine dimension which properly qualifies him”.

We have little information about the apostolic activity of Bartholomew-Nathaniel, who some sources say left traces of his presence in India. In the Middle Ages the tradition spread that the Saint was skinned alive. “We can say – the Holy Father concluded – that the figure of Saint Bartholomew, despite the scarcity of information about him, remains before us to say that discipleship of Jesus can be lived and witnessed to without sensational any deeds. What is and remains extraordinary is Jesus to whom each of us is called to consecrate our life and our death”.

After greeting groups of visitors in different languages the Pope welcomed the new student priests staying at  the Pontifical Colleges San Pietro Apostolo, San Paolo Apostolo and Maria Mater Ecclesiae, run by the Congregation for the Evangelisation of Peoples: “I am happy to greet today priests from many different countries enrolled at the Pontifical Colleges San Pietro Apostolo, San Paolo Apostolo and Maria Mater Ecclesiae in Rome to complete their studies; I wish you all a profitable academic year”. The Pope then mentioned St Francis of Assisi, on his feast day: “May his shining example help you young people to plan your future in total fidelity to the Gospel. May he help you dear sick people to face suffering with courage, and to find light and comfort in Christ crucified. May he teach you newlyweds to love ever more generously”. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 5/10/2006, righe 56, parole 814) 

See the Pope’s address
http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/pontefici/pontefice.php?id=612
7 October  2006 -  Audience to Catholics from dioceses of the Romagna region of Italy
VATICAN - “Witnesses to the joy of being Christians: may this be your choral commitment. Continue, indeed intensify ecclesial communion and be generous protagonists of the evangelising mission which the Lord entrusts to you”: Pope Benedict XVI  receives Catholics from the Romagna region of Italy

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) – Receiving thousands of Catholics from various dioceses of  the Italian region of Romagna on Saturday 7 October in the Paul VI Hall in the Vatican, the Pope urged them to “Witness to the joy of being Christians”. “To do this – the Pope added - continue, indeed intensify ecclesial communion and be generous protagonists of the evangelising mission which the Lord entrusts to you”. This large group of Catholics had made the pilgrimage to Rome to commemorate the pastoral visit made to the region by Pope John Paul II, in May 20 years ago. “His words remain imprinted on your hearts and your memories– Pope Benedict XVI said -. Rereading his precious teaching is therefore a singular opportunity for your beautiful and vivacious diocesan communities; it is a stimulus for reflection and in depth study of affective and effective communion among all the components of the respective particular Churches; it is a call to walk united with your bishops and with the Successor of Peter; it is encouragement for the members of your dioceses to continue, with new impulse, the common mission to evangelise, bearing witness in this epoch to the Gospel of hope.”
This demanding mission can be achieved only with “the help of God and convinced and courageous appreciation for the spiritual heritage which the people of Romagna has safeguarded and defended down through the centuries” said the Holy Father and, recalling also the words of his  Predecessor, he urged those present never to be discouraged in the face of difficulties: “I think of the crises which threaten many families, of the growing need for priestly and religious vocations to meet the concerning drop in numbers and the rising age of the clergy; I think of the dangers of a secularised consumer society, which tends to seduce an ever greater number of people inducing them to suffer progressive detachment from values of the faith and family, civil and political life”. These difficulties “must be faced looking with courage and with trust to many motives for hope which thank God are not lacking. For example there are many who wish to give a solid sense and value to their lives, men and women engaged in a serious and intense religious search”. Repeating the words of John Paul II 20 years ago, Pope Benedict XVI concluded: “It is time to live to the full the joy of being Christians. Bear witness of this joy to the world. Christ walks with you, the Risen Lord, over whom death has no longer power, because He has conquered death once and for all  ”. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 9/10/2006 – Righe 29, parole 429)

See the Pope’s address
http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/pontefici/pontefice.php?id=614
8 October  2006 - Angelus

VATICAN - “There is a need of families which are not misled by modern cultural currents inspired by hedonism and relativism, and instead are ready to live with generous dedication their mission in the Church and in society” Pope Benedict says at the XVI Angelus

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) – The Liturgy of the 27th Sunday of the Year, 8 October, proposed Jesus’ teaching on matrimony and on this subject the Holy Father Pope Benedict XVI dwelt in this midday reflection before the Angelus prayer with the people gathered in St Peter’s Square, the first in Rome after his Summer absence.


Starting from the Biblical narration of Creation, the Pope spoke of God’s original plan for matrimony recalled by Vatican II in the Constitution ‘Gaudium et spes’: " The intimate partnership of married life and love has been established by the Creator and qualified by His laws, and is rooted in the conjugal covenant of irrevocable personal consent.… For, God Himself is the author of matrimony" (n. 48).


“My thoughts go to all Christian married couples– the Pope said -: with them I thank the Lord for the gift of the Sacrament of Matrimony, I urge them to be faithful to their vocation at every season of life”, and he said he hoped they would build “a family open to life and able to face together the many and complex challenges of our times”. Pope Benedict XVI observed: “Today there is particular need of their witness. There is a need of families which are not misled by modern cultural currents inspired by hedonism and relativism, and instead are ready to live with generous dedication their mission in the Church and in society”.


Quoting the apostolic exhortation “Familiaris consortio” of John Paul II, the Pope recalled that "the sacrament of matrimony renders Christian spouses and parents witnesses to Christ ‘to the ends of the earth, authentic ‘missionaries’ of love and life" (cfr n. 54). This mission is directed to the family itself and outside the family: “the domestic community in fact is called to be a sign of God’s love for all men and women. This is a mission which the Christian family can only achieve if it is sustained by God’s grace”. Calling Christian spouses to pray incessantly and to persevere “in the daily effort to be faithful to promises made on the wedding day”, the Holy Father invoked the intercession of “Mary, the Queen of the Family”.

After the Angelus prayer the Pope greeted, 350 young "missionaries", from parishes, associations, movements and communities in the diocese of Rome accompanied by a priests and religious and seminarians, taking part in the third edition of  "youth to youth mission", with the motto "Jesus in the Centre". “Dear friends – the Holy Father said -, I congratulate you for your joyful commitment to proclaiming the Gospel in streets and squares, in schools and hospitals, and in place where young Romans go for amusement. I encourage you to maintain this missionary way of life every day taking advantage of diocesan formative initiatives.” (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 9/10/2006 – righe 33, parole 459)

See the Pope’s address
http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/pontefici/pontefice.php?id=615
9 October  2006 - VATICAN – Pope Benedict XVI’s Letter to Cardinal Crescenzio Sepe, Papal Envoy to the imminent Asian Mission Congress in Chang Mai, Thailand

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) – Pope Benedict XVI has addressed a Letter in Latin to Cardinal  Crescenzio Sepe, metropolitan Archbishop of Naples, his special envoy to the Asian Mission Congress, in Chang Mai Thailand 19 - 22 October. The appointment of Cardinal Sepe was made public on 19 August. The mission accompanying Cardinal Sepe is composed of Fr Livio Maggi, PIME, Superior regional of the Pontificio Istituto Missioni Estere in Thailand and  Cambodia also parish priest of "Our Lady of Lourdes Church" Lam Pang, diocese of Chang Mai, and diocesan bursar; and Rev. don John Baptist Somkiart Trinikorn, of the clergy of the archdiocese of Bangkok, Rector of the Baan Phu Waan Pastoral Training Center, Bangkok. 


In his letter dated 20 September the Pope says he appointed Cardinal Sepe his special envoy at the request of Cardinal Kitbunchu, archbishop of Bangkok, to have a Cardinal to represent the Pope at the Asian Mission Congress. As the Pope’s Special Envoy Cardinal Sepe will preside liturgical celebrations, intervene, testify the Pope’s special love for the part of the Church which is in Asia, and also assure members of other religions of the Pope’s warm greetings.
The Asian Mission Congress is organised by the Evangelisation Office of the  FABC (Federation of Asian Bishops’ Conferences) with the support of the Congregation for the Evangelisation of Peoples  and the Pontifical Mission Societies  and active collaboration of the Church in Thailand. The theme chosen for the Congress is “The story of Jesus in Asia: a celebration of faith and life”. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 9/10/2006 – righe 21, parole 290)

See letter in Latin

http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/pontefici/pontefice.php?id=616
11 October  2006 - General Audience
VATICAN – Pope Benedict XVI’s teaching at the Wednesday Audience: Simon the Cananaean and Juda Thaddaeus “help us rediscover again and again the beauty of the Christian faith and never tire of living it and bearing strong and serene witness to it”
Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) – The apostles Simon the Cananaean and Juda Thaddaeus were the subject of the Pope’s reflection during the weekly audience in St Peter’s Square on Wednesday 11 October where thousands of victors from all over the world had gathered to see and listen to the Holy Father. “We will consider them together – the Pope said -, not only because in the lists of the Twelve they are always listed together, and also because information about them is scarce”.


Simon is referred to as ‘the Cananaean’  or "Zealot", names which have the same meaning in Hebrew: "jealous or passionate". This can be said both of God,  since he is jealous of his chosen people, and of those who serve God with burning zeal. Simon therefore, the Pope explained, although not actually a member of the nationalist movement of the Zealots, was known for “passionate attachment to his Jewish identity, therefore for God, for God’s people and for God’s Law”. “Simon is quite the opposite to Matthew who, on the contrary, being a publican came from an activity considered impure. An evident sign that Jesus calls his disciples and collaborators from all different social and religious milieus, without exclusion”. Pope Benedict XVI then pointed out that although the followers of Jesus were so different they overcame difficulties in the company of Jesus “in whom they were united”, and this is a lesson for us too, “often inclined to stress differences and contrapositions, forgetting that in Jesus Christ we are given the strength to  recompose our conflicts. We should keep in mind that the group of the Twelve is the pre-figuration of the Church, where there is space for all charisma, peoples and races, all human qualities which find their composition and their unity in communion with Jesus”.
Little is said about Jude Thaddaeus. St John the evangelist records a question the apostle posed to Jesus at the Last Supper: “Lord, how is it possible that you reveal yourself to us and not to the world?”. The reply of Jesus is mysterious and profound: "Whoever loves me will keep my word, and my Father will love him, and we will come to him and make our dwelling with him”. “This means the Risen Lord must be seen and perceived also with the heart  – the Pope said -, so that God may make his dwelling with us. The Lord does not appear as a thing. He desires to enter our life so his is a revelation which implicates and presumes our open heart. Only in this way can we see the Risen Lord”. To Jude Thaddaeus is attributed the paternity of a New Testament Letter in which he obviously intends “to tell Christians to be on guard with regard to those who use God’s grace as a pretext to excuse their dissolute way of life and to mislead others with unacceptable teachings causing division within the Church”.


The Holy Father said “perhaps today we are unaccustomed to using such polemical language”, nevertheless it is important “preserve the identity of our faith”. The path of indulgence and dialogue undertaking since Vatican II “must certainly be continued with firm perseverance”, the Pope continued but “this must not make us neglect the duty to rethink and underline just as strongly the main lines of our Christian identity which cannot be renounced. On the other hand it is necessary to realise that this identity demands strength, clarity and courage in the face of the contradictions of the world in which we live”. 

From his Letter we see that Jude Thaddaeus lived his faith to the full, “may both Simon the Cananaean and Jude Thaddaeus help us rediscover again and again the beauty of the Christian faith and never tire of living it and bearing strong and serene witness to it.” (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 12/10/2006, righe 43, parole 631) 

See the Pope’s address
http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/pontefici/pontefice.php?id=617
13 October  2006 -  Audience Bishops of  Zambia on ad limina visit
VATICAN - I am pleased to welcome you, the Bishops of Zambia, to this fraternal encounter during your visit ad Limina Apostolorum. In a special way I thank the Most Reverend Telesphore George Mpundu, who has expressed your devotion to the Holy See and to me as Peter’s successor. I am grateful for your good wishes, which I gladly reciprocate. Our conversations have led me to deeper appreciation of the Catholic Church in your country: her joys, her difficulties and her hopes. Through you I greet and embrace the clergy, religious and lay faithful of Zambia. Recently in Germany I had occasion to say: “As people of prayer filled with his light, we reach out to others and bring them into our prayer and into the presence of God, who will not fail to do his part” (Cathedral of Saint Corbinian, Freising, 14 September 2006). I encourage you therefore to urge your people to dedicate themselves to prayer and holiness, discovering the treasure of a life built on faith in Christ. May they invite all those whom they encounter to share that treasure! The light of holiness that shines forth in those who have discovered this treasure is enkindled at the moment of baptism. In baptism Christ liberates the believer from the dominion of sin, freeing him from an existence filled with fear and superstition and calling him to a new life. “Beloved, we are God’s children now ... and everyone who thus hopes in him purifies himself as he is pure” (1 Jn 3:2-3). Indeed, the Christian has placed his trust in Christ and can be ever confident that he hears his prayers and answers them.  As you strive to prepare your people for lives of genuine holiness, be sure to instruct them in the value and the practice of prayer, especially liturgical prayer, where in a sublime way the Church is united with Christ the High Priest in his eternal intercession for the salvation of the world. Moreover, the Catholic Church encourages the faithful to practise popular forms of piety. Therefore, always teach your people the value of the intercession of the saints, who are the great friends of Jesus (cf. Jn 12:20-22), and particularly the special intercession of Mary, his Mother, who is always attentive to our needs (cf. Jn 2:1-11).My dear Brother Bishops, I have no doubt that you will continue to devote your lives with generous love to God’s people in Zambia. The Lord has chosen you to keep them and guide them on the way that leads to sanctity. Do so with wise advice, unwavering resolve and paternal affection. Saint Jerome in his Commentary on Saint Paul’s Letter to Titus puts it this way: “Let the bishop practise abstinence with respect to all the troubles that can agitate the soul: let him not be inclined to anger or crushed by sadness and let him not be tortured by fear” (cf. vv. 8-9, PL 26, 603b-42). This is especially true in your dealings with your brother priests, who at times can be led astray by the many temptations of contemporary society. As pastors and fathers to your co-workers in the vineyard, you must always communicate to them the joy of serving the Lord with a proper detachment from the things of this world. Tell them that they are close to the Pope’s heart and in his daily prayers. With you I encourage them to stand steadfast in the true faith and to look forward with living hope to the joyful possession of that undefiled, imperishable treasure, won for us by Jesus Christ (cf. 1 Pet 1:4).We believe that the Church is holy. When you urge your priests to live holy lives in accordance with their calling, when you preach generous love and fidelity in marriage and when you exhort everybody to practise the works of mercy, remind them of the Lord’s own words: “You are the light of the world ... Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works and give glory to your Father who is in heaven” (Mt 5:14-16). Holiness is a divine gift, which manifests itself in love of God and love of neighbour. Dear Brothers, show your people the beautiful face of Christ by living a life of genuine love. Show Christ’s compassion especially for the poor, for refugees, for the sick and for all who suffer. At the same time, in your teaching continue to proclaim the need for honesty, family affection, discipline and fidelity, all of which have a decisive impact on the health and stability of society.Your visit to Rome is a visible sign of your personal search for holiness and your ardent desire to act as heralds of the Gospel, following the heroic example of the Apostles Peter and Paul. Saint Matthew expresses the Church’s missionary mandate as follows: “Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptising them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you; and remember, I am with you always, to the end of the age” (Mt 28:18-20). This passage is a source of great hope for all who devote their energies to the Apostolic Ministry. These words remind us of the constant and active presence of the living Christ in his holy Catholic Church. I invite you and those who cooperate with you in your ministry to meditate on them and to renew your trust in the Lord. As you return home, take with you my affectionate greetings to the people of your country. May your witness as men filled with the hope of the resurrection lead them to an ever greater appreciation of the joys that the Lord has promised us. To each of you and to all those in your pastoral care I cordially impart my Apostolic Blessing.” (Agenzia Fides 16/10/2006, righe 33, parole 492)
21 October  2006 - VATICAN - Pope Benedict XVI at the Lateran University  XVI: “God is the ultimate truth to which all reason naturally tends … God is not empty word or abstract hypothesis, on the contrary, God is the foundation on which to build our life” 

 Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) – “I am happy to be here at "my" University, because this is the Bishop of Rome’s own University. I am aware that here you seek the truth and so, in ultimate analysis, you search for Christ, since He is Truth in person”: these were the first words pronounced by the Holy Father Pope Benedict XVI in the square in front of the doors of the Pontifical Lateran University which he visited on Saturday 21 October to inaugurate the new academic year. “The world needs the truth. Without truth there can be no freedom, we are completely in the original idea of the Creator” the Pope said before entering the building. After visiting the University Chapel and blessing the new Library, the Pope went to the Aula Magna where, in the presence of cardinals, bishops, civil authorities, teachers and students, he was welcomed by University’s Grand Chancellor Card. Camillo Ruini and Rector Bishop Rino Fisichella.


“I am especially happy to share with you the inauguration of the new academic year” the Holy Father said at the beginning of his address. “I recall with pleasure my last visit to the Lateran and, as if time had stood still, I wish to return to the theme of reflection at that time, as if we had only interrupted it for a few moments” Pope Benedict XVI continued  . “An academic context like this calls in a very special way to return once again to the theme of the crisis of culture and identity put before our eyes in recent decades not without drama”. 


The Pope underlined that a university is “one of the most qualified places in which to find opportune ways to overcome this situation”, since here “are preserved the riches of tradition which lasts through the centuries…tradition which illustrates the fecundity of truth when accepted in its authenticity with simple and open mind”, here too “are formed the new generations which await a serious, demanding proposal, which answers in new contexts the perennial question for the meaning of one’s life”. 


Today people tend to forget “that all science must always safeguard the human person and promote tension towards the authentic good  - the Holy Father continued -. Giving way to the joy of discovery without safeguarding the criteria which come from a more profound vision would easily lead us to fall into the drama described in ancient myth: young Icaro, engrossed in the joy of  flying to absolute freedom and  totally ignoring the warnings of his aged father Dedalo, flies ever closer to the sun, forgetting that the wings which lift him to the sky are made of wax. His terrible fall and death are the price he pays for his illusion. This ancient tale has a lesson of lasting value. In life there are other illusions upon which we cannot rely, without risking disastrous consequences for our life and the lives of others.”

The task of the university teacher is “not only to investigate the truth and encourage perennial wonder for it, but also to promote knowledge of it from every angle and to defend it from reductive and distorted interpretations”. To learn the real essence of things is a task to which the University must be committed  “with study and research in a spirit of patient perseverance. This toiling however helps us enter progressively into the heart of matters and opens to passion for the truth and joy of finding it”. The Pope indicated silence and contemplation as “the indispensable scenario in which to set questions prompted by the mind”. “God is the ultimate truth to which all reason naturally tends, encouraged by the desire to complete the assigned course to the end  – Pope Benedict XVI concluded -. God is not empty word or abstract hypothesis, on the contrary, God is the foundation on which to build our life”. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 23/10/2006, righe 43, parole 644)

See the Pope’s address in Italian 
http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/pontefici/pontefice.php?id=626
22 October  2006 - Angelus

VATICAN - The Pope’s Angelus on Mission Sunday: “Mission starts from the heart: when we stop to pray in front of the Crucifix, and we see that pierced side, we cannot fail to be filled with joy at the knowledge that we are loved and with a desire to love and be channels of mercy and reconciliation” – Appeal for Iraq

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) – World Mission Sunday was the focus of Pope Benedict XVI’s address before the midday Angelus prayer on Sunday 23 October. Here is what the Pope said.


“Today we are celebrating the 80th World Mission Sunday. The Day was instituted by Pope Pius XI who gave new impulse to mission ad gentes, promoting during the Holy Year of 1925 a marvellous exhibition known today as the Ethnological-Missionary Collection in the Vatican Museums. This year, in the traditional Message for the recurrence, I proposed the theme "Charity, Soul of Mission". In fact unless Mission is animated by love, it is merely philanthropic/social ativity. For Christians the words of Paul hold true: "Love of Christ urges us on" (2 Cor 5,14). The same charity that moved the Father to send His Son into the world, and the Son to offer himself for us even to death on the cross, this same charity is poured into the hearts of believers by the Holy Spirit. Every baptised person, like the branch united with the vine, can in this way cooperate in the mission of Jesus, which we can sum up as follows: to carry to every person the good news that “God is Love” and, precisely for this reason, He wishes the whole world to be saved.


Mission starts from the heart: when we stop to pray in front of the Crucifix, and we see that pierced side, we cannot fail to be filled with joy at the knowledge that we are loved and the desire to love and be channels of mercy and reconciliation. This happened to the young Francis of Assisi, exactly 800 years ago, in the little church of Saint Damiano, then in ruins. From that Crucifix, now preserved in the Basilica of Santa Chiara, Francis heard Jesus say: "Go, repair my house, see it is in ruins!" That "house" was first of all Francis’ own life in need of “repair” with authentic conversion; it was the Church, not built of bricks, but of living persons, always in need of purification; it was also the whole of humanity among whom God longs to dwell. Mission always starts from a heart transformed by the love of God, as is witnessed by countless saints and martyrs, who in different ways have spent their lives at the service of the Gospel.


Mission is therefore a workshop and there is a job for everyone: for those who strive to build the Kingdom of God in the family; for those who live a professional occupation with the Christian spirit; for those totally consecrated to the Lord; for those who follow Jesus the Good Shepherd in the ordained ministry to the People of God; for those specifically destined to proclaiming Christ to all who do not know Him. May Mary Most Holy help us live, each in the situation in which Divine Providence has placed us, the joy and courage of mission.”

After leading the prayer and imparting his Blessing, the Pope greeted Muslims all over the world celebrating the end of the Ramadan month of fasting and he called attention to the “grave situation of insecurity and brutal violence” in Iraq, “to which many innocent people simply because they are Shiite or Sunni Muslims or Christians are exposed”. “I am aware of the deep concern of the Christian community in Iraq– Pope Benedict XVI said  - and wish to affirm my closeness to them and to all the victims and I pray for strength and consolation for all. I urge you to join my prayer to Almighty God that He may grant the faith and necessary courage to religious and political leaders, in Iraq and in the rest of the world, to sustain this people on the path of national reconstruction, and the search for shared balances, reciprocal respect, aware that the multiplicity of its components is its richness”. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 23/10/2006 – righe 42, parole 622)

See the Pope’s address

http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/pontefici/pontefice.php?id=625
VATICAN - “John Paul II, philosopher and theologian, a great shepherd of the Church, left a legacy of writing and gestures which express his desire to spread the Gospel of Christ in the world”: Pope Benedict XVI receives members of the Fondazione Giovanni Paolo II

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) – “John Paul II, philosopher and theologian, a great shepherd of the Church, left a legacy of writing and gestures which express his desire to spread the Gospel of Christ in the world, using the methods indicated by the Second Vatican Council, and tracing lines of development for the life of the Church in the new millennium. These precious gifts cannot be forgotten. Today I entrust to you, dear members and friends of the Fondazione Giovanni Paolo II  the task to deepen and manifest to future generations the treasures of his message.” Pope Benedict XVI said this when he received members of the Fondazione Giovanni Paolo II this morning on the occasion of the  foundation’s  25th anniversary.


The Holy Father said he was happy “to welcome representatives of people all over the world committed to keeping  alive the memory of Pope John Paul II and his teaching and apostolic activity during his pontificate”. This commitment is not only a question of organising “archives or research, it touches the mystery of the holiness of this Servant of God”. Thanks to spiritual and economic support of its members the Foundation continues its activity: “collecting documentation on John Paul II, studying and spreading papal teaching and Church Magisterium, in contact and collaboration with Polish and international Centres of science and arts”. 

The Pope ended his address thanking the Foundation for offering young people, especially in Central-Eastern Europe, the opportunity to study at various grades and different fields: “I urge you, the Pope concluded, to continue this good work. May it continue and may it expand. May your united efforts, sustained by God’s help, continue to bear magnificent fruits”. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 23/10/2006 – Righe 21, parole 305)

See the Pope’s address in Italian
http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/pontefici/pontefice.php?id=627
23 October  2006 
VATICAN - “We must learn to listen with the heart to God who speaks” Pope Benedict XVI tells students and teachers of Pontifical Universities in Rome for the opening of the new academic year 
Vatican City– Following a Eucharistic concelebration in St Peter’s Basilica on 23 October presided by Cardinal Zenon Grocholewski, prefect of the Congregation for Catholic Education, to mark the beginning of the academic year at Roman Pontifical Universities, Pope Benedict XVI entered the Vatican Basilica to address the students and professors gathered there.“In-depth reflection on Christian truths and the study of theology or any other religious disciplines requires education to silence and contemplation, because we must learn to listen with the heart to God who speaks” the Pope said addressing seminarians, deacons, priests, men and women religious and many lay students from all over the world especially from new dioceses and mission territories who come to study in Rome. 

.“Here you find professors and formators of different nationalities and cultures. This variety does not produce dispersion because, as today’s liturgical celebration well expresses, all these different faculties and collages tend to a superior unity, following common criteria for formation, chiefly fidelity to the Magisterium. Therefore at the beginning of a new academic year let us thank the Lord for this singular community of teachers and students which manifests most eloquently the universality and unity of the Catholic Church.”


Pope Benedict XVI than underlined the “primary importance of spiritual life and the necessity to give attention not only to cultural growth but also to a balanced human growth and profound ascetic and religious formation”. The authentic disciple of the Lord must build “a close friendship with Him by means of meditation and prayer... thought always has need of purification to enter the dimension in which God pronounces His creative and redeeming Word... Only if they come from silence and contemplation will our words be of value and of use, and not fall into the world’s inflation of discourses in search of consensus from public opinion. A person who studies at an ecclesiastical institute must prepare to be obedient to the truth and strive for special ascesis in thought and word ”. 

At the beginning of the new academic year the Pope prayed that the Holy Spirit might enlighten the students’ hearts. “Your apostolate tomorrow will be rich and fruitful to the extent that you prepare in these years studying seriously, and above all by nourishing your personal relationship with the Lord, striving for holiness and having as the only purpose of your existence the building up of the Kingdom of God”. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 25/10/2006, righe 32, parole 450)

See the Pope’s address in Italian
http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/pontefici/pontefice.php?id=628
25 October  2006 - General Audience
VATICAN - Pope Benedict XVI says Paul of Tarsus is an example to follow: “The important thing is to put Jesus Christ at the centre of our life so that our identity is essentially marked by encounter and communion with Christ and with his word”

Vatican City – During his weekly audience on Wednesday 25 October, having concluded his reflections on the twelve Apostles Pope Benedict XVI said he was beginning a new series of meditations on prominent figures of the early Church. “They too spent their lives for the Lord, for the Gospel and for the Church– the Pope said -… the first, called by the Lord himself, by the Risen Lord to be a true Apostle, was undoubtedly Paul of Tarsus. He shines as a first great star in the history of the Church and not only that of the early Church.”


After Jesus he is the person we know more about. Besides Luke’s account in the Acts of the Apostles, we have in fact a conspicuous set of Letters “coming directly from his hand without intermediaries and which reveal his personality and thought”. His name was originally Saul and he was a Jew of the Diaspora. In Jerusalem he study mosaic Law thoroughly and learned a trade, tent- making. “His encounter with the community of those who professed to be disciples of Jesus was decisive for him– the Pope said -... As a zealous Jew, he considered the message unacceptable, indeed scandalous, and therefore felt it was his duty to persecute followers of Christ even outside Jerusalem. It was precisely on the road to Damascus, in the early 30s, that Saul, as he tells us, was «captured by Christ» (Phil 3,12).”


Saint Luke tells of these events in detail, whereas Saul in his Letters mentions only the essential, underlining above all that his conversion was “the fruit of divine intervention, an unexpected grace… And from then on, all his energies were placed exclusively at the service of Jesus Christ and his Gospel”. Pope Benedict XVI then indicated the lesson Paul teaches: “the important thing is to put Jesus Christ at the centre of our life so that our identity is essentially marked by the encounter and communion with Christ and with his word. In His light every other value is rediscovered and purified of any impurity”. 


Another lesson from Paul is “the universal nature of his apostolate. Deeply concerned that the Gentiles, or pagans, should also have access to God, who in Jesus Christ crucified and Risen  offers salvation to all men and women without exception, Paul devotes himself to making known this Gospel, literally «good news », or announcement of grace destine to reconcile every human person with God,  with self and with others. From the moment he realised that this reality concerned not only the Jews or a certain group of people, it was of universal value and concerned all, because God is God of all mankind”. 


Paul was not spared difficulties, “which he faced with courage, out of love for Christ… he would have been unable to face so many difficult situations at times desperate, unless there was a reason of absolute value, before which no limit could be considered impassable. For Paul, we know, this reason was Jesus Christ”. After preaching justice to the whole world and reaching the extreme boundaries of the West he was martyred in Rome under the emperor Nero. The Holy Father ended his catechesis asking the Lord to “help us put into practice the exhortation left by the Apostle in his Letters: « Take me as your pattern, just as I take Christ for mine» (1 Cor 11,1).” (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 26/10/2006, righe 41, parole 600) 

See the Pope’s teaching
http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/pontefici/pontefice.php?id=629
26 October  2006 -  
VATICAN - Pope Benedict XVI addresses Military Ordinariates: “The Church is by nature missionary and her first task is evangelisation which aims to announce and bear witness to Christ and promote in every environment and culture his Gospel of peace and love”

Vatican City– This morning, the Holy Father received participants in the fifth international congress of Military Ordinaries. The congress marks the twentieth anniversary of the Apostolic Constitution "Spirituali Militum Curae," promulgated by Servant of God John Paul II. In his address Pope Benedict XVI said “The Church is by nature missionary and her first task is evangelisation which aims to announce and bear witness to Christ and promote his Gospel of peace and love in every environment and culture. Also in the military world the Church is called to be "salt", "light" and "leaven", to use the images to which Jesus referred, so that mentalities and structures may tend more fully to build peace”. 

Referring to the “Spirituali militum curae”, promulgated 21 April 1986 by Pope John Paul II which updated the canonical rules for spiritual assistance to military in the light of Vatican II, Pope Benedict XVI  said “two fundamental values are highlighted in the Document: the value of the person and the value of peace”. “Giving first place to the person means giving priority to the soldiers’ Christian formation, accompanying them and their families on the path of Christian initiation, the vocational path, maturation in faith and witness; and at the same time foster forms of fraternity and community also in prayer liturgical and non, appropriate for the environment and conditions of military life”.


With regard to the value of peace the Pope quoted Vatican II: “Those too who devote themselves to the military service of their country should regard themselves as the agents of security and freedom of peoples. As long as they fulfil this role properly, they are making a genuine contribution to the establishment of peace» (Gaudium et spes, 79). He urged the Bishops to see that military Chaplains are “authentic experts and teachers of what the Church teaches and practices with regard to the construction of peace in the world”. 

Pope Benedict XVI then underlined that the Church’s teaching on peace is “an essential aspect of her social doctrine, starting from ancient roots, which has developed in the last century in a sort of "crescendo"… This insistent call for peace has influenced western culture promoting the ideal that armed forces must be "exclusively at the service of defence, security and freedom of the peoples". Unfortunately sometimes other interests – economic and political – fomented by international tension, cause this constructive tendency to meet obstacles and delays, as can be seen by difficulties encountered in processes of disarmament. From within the military world the Church will continue to offer her service for the formation of consciences, certain that the Word of God, generously sown and courageously accompanied by service of charity and truth, will produce fruit when the time is right”. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 26/10/2006 – Righe 32, parole 445)

See the Pope’s address in Italian
http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/pontefici/pontefice.php?id=630
29 October  2006 - Angelus

VATICAN - Pope Benedict XVI’s Angelus reflection: “The rediscovery of the values of Baptism  is the basis of every Christian’s missionary commitment … those who let themselves be captured by Christ cannot help but give witness to the joy of following in His footsteps” – appeal for hostages

Vatican City – The miracle of the healing of the blind man at Jericho, narrated by St Mark the Evangelist, the Gospel of the 30th Sunday of the Year, was the theme of Pope Benedict XVI’s reflection before the recitation of the midday Angelus prayer  on Sunday 29 October. The blind Bartimaeus meeting with Jesus, his request for healing, the miracle worked by Jesus and Bartimaeus desire to follow Him “evoke the catechumen’s itinerary towards the sacrament of Baptism, called ‘Illumination’ in the early Church– the Pope said -. The faith is a journey of illumination: it starts from humble recognition of the need for salvation and leads to a personal encounter with Christ who calls us to follow Him on the path of love”. 

  "In places of long-standing evangelization, where the Baptism of children is widespread, young people and adults are presented with experiences of catechesis and spirituality enabling them to rediscover their faith with maturity and awareness, so that they can then take on a coherent commitment of witness" to that faith. Benedict XVI praised the work of catechists and pastors in this field, highlighting how "the rediscovery of the value of their own Baptism lies at the root of all Christians' missionary commitment, because we see from the Gospel that people who let themselves be fascinated by Christ cannot but bear witness to the joy of following His footsteps." Recalling how the month of October is traditionally dedicated to missions, the Pope called for the intercession of the Virgin Mary, "that missionaries of the Gospel may proliferate," and that "all the baptized may feel themselves called to announce, with the witness of their own lives, God's love to everyone."

After praying the Angelus with thousands of faithful gathered in St. Peter's Square, the Pope remarked upon the many requests he receives to intervene "in favor of people who, in different parts of the world, are victims of kidnapping." He went on: "Reiterating my firm condemnation of this crime, I give assurances of my recollection in prayer for all the victims and their families and friends. In particular, I endorse the urgent appeal recently sent to me by the archbishop and the community of Sassari, Italy, in favor of Giovanni Battista Pinna, kidnapped on September 14, that he may soon be restored to his loved ones." 

Benedict XVI then went on to address young people from various regions of Italy, who are meeting in Rome over these days as part of a project organized by the Italian Church every three years, known as the "Agora of young people."  "Dear friends," he told them, "I bless your journey and await your participation in large numbers at the great meeting of Italian youth, scheduled to take place on September 1 and 2, 2007 in Loreto, Italy. At that beloved Marian shrine we will experience a moment of grace together, in the joy of the faith and with a view to the mission, also as a preparation for World Youth Day in Sydney, Australia, in 2008”. (Agenzia Fides 30/10/2006; righe 37,  parole  512)
See the Pope’s address
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VERBA PONTIFICIS

Bartholomew-Nathanael
“Returning to the scene of Nathanael's vocation, the Evangelist tells us that when Jesus sees Nathanael approaching, he exclaims: "Behold, an Israelite indeed, in whom there is no guile!" (Jn 1: 47). This is praise reminiscent of the text of a Psalm: "Blessed is the man... in whose spirit there is no deceit" (32[31]: 2), but provokes the curiosity of Nathanael who answers in amazement:  "How do you know me?" (Jn 1: 48). Jesus' reply cannot immediately be understood. He says: "Before Philip called you, when you were under the fig  tree,  I  saw  you" (Jn  1: 48).  We  do not know what had happened under this fig tree. It is obvious that it had to do with a decisive moment in Nathanael's life. His heart is moved by Jesus' words, he feels understood and he understands: "This man knows everything about me, he knows and is familiar with the road of life; I can truly trust this man". And so he answers with a clear and beautiful confession of faith: "Rabbi, you are the Son of God! You are the King of Israel!" (Jn 1: 49). In this confession is conveyed a first important step in the journey of attachment to Jesus. Nathanael's words shed light on a twofold, complementary aspect of Jesus' identity: he is recognized both in his special relationship with God the Father, of whom he is the Only-begotten Son, and in his relationship with the People of Israel, of whom he is the declared King, precisely the description of the awaited Messiah. We must never lose sight of either of these two elements because if we only proclaim Jesus' heavenly dimension, we risk making him an ethereal and evanescent being; and if, on the contrary, we recognize only his concrete place in history, we end by neglecting the divine dimension that properly qualifies him. (4 October  2006 – Angelus) 
Education
“Basically, in order for the experience of Christian faith and love to be welcomed and lived and transmitted from one generation to the next, there is the fundamental and decisive question of the education of the person. The formation of his mind must be a concern, without neglecting his freedom and capacity to love. This is why recourse to the help of Grace is necessary. Only in this way can that risk for the fate of the human family be effectively opposed, which is represented by the imbalance between the very rapid growth of our technological power and the more laborious growth of our moral resources. A true education must awaken the courage to make definitive decisions, which today are considered a mortifying bind to our freedom. In reality, they are indispensable for growth and in order to achieve something great in life, in particular, to cause love to mature in all its beauty: therefore, to give consistency and meaning to freedom itself. From this solicitude for the human person and his formation comes our "no" to weak and deviant forms of love and to the counterfeiting of freedom, seen also in the reduction of reason to only what is calculable or manipulatable. In truth, these "nos" are rather "yeses" to authentic love, to the reality of man as he has been created by God. I want to express here my wholehearted appreciation for the great formative and educative work that the single Churches never tire of carrying out in Italy by their pastoral attention to the new generations and to families; thank you for this attention! Among the multiple forms of this commitment, I cannot but think of Catholic schools in particular, because in their regard there still exists, in some measure, antiquated prejudices which cause damaging delays, and are no longer justifiable, in recognizing their function and in permitting their concrete work. (19 October  2006 – Address to participants at Italy’s 4th Natinonal Catholic Church Meeting in Verona) 
“The university professor has the duty not only to investigate the truth and to arouse perennial wonder from it, but also to foster its knowledge in every facet and to defend it from reductive and distorted interpretations. To make the theme of truth central is not merely a speculative act, restricted to a small circle of thinkers; on the contrary, it is a vital question in order to give a more profound identity to personal life and to heighten responsibility in social relations (cf. Eph 4: 25). In fact, if the question of the truth and the concrete possibility for every person to be able to reach it is neglected, life ends up being reduced to a plethora of hypotheses, deprived of assurances and points of reference. As the famous humanist, Erasmus, once said:  "Opinions are the source of happiness at a cheap price! To understand the true essence of things, even if it treats of things of minimal importance, costs great endeavour" (cf. The Praise of Folly, XL, VII). It is this endeavour that the University must commit itself to accomplish; it passes through study and research in a spirit of patient perseverance. This endeavour, however, enables one to enter progressively into the heart of questions and to open oneself to passion for the truth and to the joy of finding it. The words of the holy Bishop Anselm of Aosta remain totally current:  "That I may seek you desiring you, that I may desire you seeking you, that I may find you loving you, and that loving you I may find you again" (cf. Proslogion, 1). May the space of silence and contemplation, which are the indispensable background upon which to gather the questions the mind raises, find within these walls attentive persons who know how to value the importance, the efficacy and the consequences for personal and social living. ”. (21 October  2006 – Pontifical Lateran University opening of Accademic Year) 

Family
“My thoughts now go to all Christian spouses: I thank the Lord with them for the gift of the Sacrament of Marriage, and I urge them to remain faithful to their vocation in every season of life, "in good times and in bad, in sickness and in health", as they promised in the sacramental rite. Conscious of the grace they have received, may Christian husbands and wives build a family open to life and capable of facing united the many complex challenges of our time. Today, there is a special need for their witness. There is a need for families that do not let themselves be swept away by modern cultural currents inspired by hedonism and relativism, and which are ready instead to carry out their mission in the Church and in society with generous dedication. In the Apostolic Exhortation Familiaris Consortio, the Servant of God John Paul II wrote that "the sacrament of marriage makes Christian couples and parents witnesses of Christ "to the end of the earth', missionaries, in the true and proper sense, of love and life" (cf. n. 54). Their mission is directed both to inside the family - especially in reciprocal service and the education of the children - and to outside it. Indeed, the domestic community is called to be a sign of God's love for all. The Christian family can only fulfil this mission if it is supported by divine grace. It is therefore necessary for Christian couples to pray tirelessly and to persevere in their daily efforts to maintain the commitments they assumed on their wedding day. I invoke upon all families, especially those in difficulty, the motherly protection of Our Lady and of her husband Joseph. Mary, Queen of the family, pray for us! . (8 October  2006 – Angelus) 
John Paul  II

 “I am glad to be able to offer hospitality today to the representatives of those people throughout the world who devote themselves to keeping alive the memory of John Paul II and of his teaching and the apostolic work he carried out during his Pontificate. It must be said that this is a truly promising commitment for it is not only concerned with archiving or research but indeed touches on the mystery of the holiness of the Servant of God. Thanks to your spiritual and financial support, the Foundation continues the activity described by its Statutes in the cultural and scientific as well as social and pastoral fields. It collects documentation concerning John Paul II's Pontificate and examines and disseminates the teaching of the Pope and of the Church's Magisterium, networking and collaborating with Polish and international centres of science and art. This commitment by the Foundation has acquired new significance since the Pontiff's death. The collection of the Papal Writings and the rich documentation of the Holy See's activity, as well as the Pope's literary works and comments presented in the social communications media, indisputably constitute a complete and well-organized archive and form the basis for a detailed and thorough study of the spiritual legacy of John Paul II. Precisely because the study of the Pontificate is of the first importance, I wish to emphasize this aspect of the Foundation's work today: the study of the Pontificate. John Paul II, a philosopher and theologian and a great Pastor of the Church, has bequeathed to us a wealth of writings and actions that express his desire to spread Christ's Gospel throughout the world, using the methods indicated by the Second Vatican Council and marking out the paths of the Church's development in the new millennium. These precious gifts cannot be forgotten. Today, dear members and friends of the John Paul II Foundation, I entrust to you the task of examining the richness of his message more deeply and revealing it to the generations to come. ”.(23 October  2006 –  Audience to members of Fondazione Giovanni Paolo II) 
Judas
“Already the very name of Judas raises among Christians an instinctive reaction of criticism and condemnation. The meaning of the name "Judas" is controversial: the more common explanation considers him as a "man from Kerioth", referring to his village of origin situated near Hebron and mentioned twice in Sacred Scripture (cf. Gn 15: 25; Am 2: 2). Others interpret it as a variant of the term "hired assassin", as if to allude to a warrior armed with a dagger, in Latin, sica. Lastly, there are those who see in the label a simple inscription of a Hebrew-Aramaic root meaning: "the one who is to hand him over". This designation is found twice in the Gospel: after Peter's confession of faith (cf. Jn 6: 71), and then in the course of the anointing at Bethany (cf. Jn 12: 4). Another passage shows that the betrayal was underway, saying: "he who betrayed him"; and also during the Last Supper, after the announcement of the betrayal (cf. Mt 26: 25), and then at the moment of Jesus' arrest (cf. Mt 26: 46, 48; Jn 18: 2, 5). Rather, the lists of the Twelve recalls the fact of the betrayal as already fulfilled: "Judas Iscariot, who betrayed him", says Mark (3: 19); Matthew (10: 4) and Luke (6: 16) have equivalent formulas. The betrayal itself happens in two moments: before all, in the planning, when Judas agreed with Jesus' enemies to 30 pieces of silver (cf. Mt 26: 14-16), and then, in its execution, with the kiss given to the Master in Gethsemane (cf. Mt 26: 46-50). In any case, the Evangelists insist on the status as an Apostle that Judas held in all regards: he is repeatedly called "one of the twelve" (Mt 26: 14, 47; Mk 14: 10, 20; Jn 6: 71) or "of the number of the twelve" (Lk 22: 3). Moreover, on two occasions, Jesus, addressing the Apostles and speaking precisely of Judas, indicates him as "one of you" (Mt 26: 21; Mk 14: 18; Jn 6: 70; 13: 21). And Peter will say of Judas that "he was numbered among us and allotted his share in this ministry" (Acts 1: 17).  (18 October  2006 – General Audience) “He is therefore a figure belonging to the group of those whom Jesus had chosen as strict companions and collaborators. This brings with it two questions in the attempt to provide an explanation for what happened. The first consists in asking how is it that Jesus had chosen this man and trusted him. In fact, although Judas is the group's bursar (cf Jn. 12: 6b; 13: 29a), in reality he is called a "thief" (Jn 12: 6a). 
The mystery of the choice remains, all the more since Jesus pronounces a very severe judgement on him: "Woe to that man by whom the Son of man is betrayed!" (Mt 26: 24). What is more, it darkens the mystery around his eternal fate, knowing that Judas "repented and brought back the 30 pieces of silver to the chief priests and the elders, saying, "I have sinned in betraying innocent blood'" (Mt 27: 3-4). Even though he went to hang himself (cf. Mt 27: 5), it is not up to us to judge his gesture, substituting ourselves for the infinitely merciful and just God”. (18 October  2006 – General Audience) 

Iraq

“Yesterday, I had the joy of meeting His Beatitude Emmanuel III Delly, Patriarch of Babylon for Chaldeans, who related to me the tragic reality that the beloved People of Iraq face every day, where Christians and Muslims have lived together for 14 centuries as children of the same land. I hope that these bonds of brotherhood among them will not slacken, while with sentiments of spiritual closeness I invite them all to join me in asking Almighty God for the gift of peace and concord for that tortured Country.”. (1 October  2006 – Angelus) 
Islam

“I am happy to send a cordial greeting to the Muslims of the entire world who are celebrating in these days the conclusion of the month of the Ramadan fast. I wish all serenity and peace! In dramatic contrast to this joyful climate is the news that comes from Iraq on the very grave situation of insecurity and cruel violence to which many innocent people are exposed simply because they are Shiites, Sunnis or Christians. I perceive the profound concern that pervades the Christian community and I want to assure them that I am close to them, as I am to all the victims, and I pray for strength and consolation for all. I invite you, moreover, to join me in prayer to the Almighty, that he may grant the faith and courage needed by religious and political leaders, local and worldwide, to support those people on the path to rebuilding their homeland, seeking a mutual equilibrium in reciprocal respect, with the awareness that the multiplicity of their components is an integral part of their wealth.”. (22 October  2006 – Angelus) 
Mission
 “Above all, I would like to emphasize for my part how, through this multiform witness, that great "yes" must emerge which God, through Jesus Christ, has said to man and to his life, to human love, to our freedom and our intelligence; how, therefore, faith in the God with a human face brings joy to the world. Indeed, Christianity is open to all in cultures and society that is just, true and pure, to that which gladdens, consoles and strengthens our existence. St Paul in the Letter to the Philippians wrote: "Whatever is true, whatever is honourable, whatever is just, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is gracious, if there is any excellence, if there is anything worthy of praise, think about these things" (4: 8). So, the disciples of Christ recognize and gladly welcome the authentic values of the culture of our time, such as scientific knowledge and technological advancement, human rights, religious freedom, democracy. They do not overlook or undervalue, however, that dangerous fragility of human nature which is a threat for man's advancement in every historical context; in particular, they do not neglect the interior tensions and contradictions of our age. Therefore, the work of evangelization is never a simple adaptation to culture, but it is always also a purification, a courageous break that leads to maturation and healing, an openness that brings to birth that "new creation" (II Cor 5: 17: Gal 6: 15) which is the fruit of the Holy Spirit.”. (19 October  2006 – Address to participants at 4th Italian National Meeting of the Catholic Church, Verona) 
“Dear brothers and sisters, my wish, which surely you share, is that the Church in Italy can begin again from this Convention as urged on by the words of the Risen Lord, who repeats to each and every one of you:  be witnesses in the world today of my passion and my Resurrection (cf. Lk 24: 48). In a changing world, the Gospel does not alter. The Good News always remains the same:  Christ has died and is risen for our salvation! In his Name take the message of conversion and forgiveness for sins to everyone, but be yourselves the first to witness to a converted and forgiven life. We know well that this is not possible without being "clothed with power from on high" (Lk 24: 49), without the interior strength of the Spirit of the Risen One. To receive it, as Jesus told his disciples, one must not leave Jerusalem but must remain in the "city" where the mystery of salvation is consummated, the supreme act of love of God for humanity. One must remain in prayer with Mary, the Mother given to us by Christ from the Cross. For Christians, citizens of the world, to remain in Jerusalem means none other than to remain in the Church, the "city of God", where one can receive the "unction" [anointing] of the Holy Spirit. In these days of the National Ecclesial Convention, the Church in Italy, obeying the command of the Risen Lord, is gathered and has relived the original experience of the Upper Room, to receive anew the gift from on High. Now, consecrated by this "unction", go! Take the happy news to the poor, bandage the wounds of broken hearts, proclaim freedom to the enslaved, liberty to captives, proclaim a year of mercy of the Lord (cf. Is 61: 1-2). Rebuild the ancient ruins, raise up former devastations, repair the deserted cities (cf. Is 61: 4). There are many difficult situations that await a resolute intervention! Bring into the world the hope of God, who is Christ the Lord, he who is risen from the dead and lives and reigns for ever and ever. Amen. ”. (19 October  2006 – Homily participants at 4th Italian National Meeting of the Catholic Church, Verona) ) 
“Today, we celebrate the 80th World Mission Sunday. It was established by Pope Pius XI, who gave a strong impulse to the missions ad gentes, and in the Jubilee of 1925 promoted a grandiose exhibition which later became the current Ethnological-Missionary Collection of the Vatican Museums. This year, in the customary Message for the occasion, I have proposed the theme, "Charity, soul of the mission". In effect, if the mission is not inspired by love, it is reduced to a philanthropic and social activity. For Christians, however, the words of St Paul are valid: "The love of Christ impels us" (II Cor. Today, we celebrate the 80th World Mission Sunday. It was established by Pope Pius XI, who gave a strong impulse to the missions ad gentes, and in the Jubilee of 1925 promoted a grandiose exhibition which later became the current Ethnological-Missionary Collection of the Vatican Museums. This year, in the customary Message for the occasion, I have proposed the theme, "Charity, soul of the mission". In effect, if the mission is not inspired by love, it is reduced to a philanthropic and social activity. For Christians, however, the words of St Paul are valid: "The love of Christ impels us" (II Cor. 5: 14). The charity that moved the Father to send his Son into the world, and moved the Son to offer himself for us even to death on the Cross, that same charity has been poured out by the Holy Spirit in the hearts of believers. Every baptized person, as a vine united to the branch, can therefore cooperate in the mission of Jesus, which can be summarized thus: to bring to every person the good news that "God is love" and, precisely for this reason, wants to save the world. The mission arises from the heart: when one stops to pray before a Crucifix with his glance fixed on that pierced side, he cannot but experience within himself the joy of knowing that he is loved and the desire to love and to make himself an instrument of mercy and reconciliation. This is what happened about 800 years ago to the young Francis of Assisi in the little church of San Damiano, which was then dilapidated. From the height of the Cross, now preserved in the Basilica of St Clare, Francis heard Jesus tell him: "Go, repair my house which, as you see, is all in ruins". That "house" was first of all his own life, which needed repair through authentic conversion; it was the Church, not the one made of stones but living persons, always needing purification; it was all of humanity, in whom God loves to dwell. The mission always initiates from a heart transformed by the love of God, as the countless stories of saints and martyrs witness, who in different ways have spent their life at the service of the Gospel. The mission, therefore, is a workshop where there is room for all: for those who commit themselves to bringing the Kingdom of God into their own family; for those who live their professional life with a Christian spirit; for those who are totally consecrated to the Lord; for those who follow Jesus, the Good Shepherd, in the ordained ministry to the People of God; for those who in a specific way go to announce Christ to those who still do not know him. May Mary Most Holy help us to live with renewed ardour, each one in the situation in which Providence has placed him, the joy and courage of the mission. 14). The charity that moved the Father to send his Son into the world, and moved the Son to offer himself for us even to death on the Cross, that same charity has been poured out by the Holy Spirit in the hearts of believers. Every baptized person, as a vine united to the branch, can therefore cooperate in the mission of Jesus, which can be summarized thus: to bring to every person the good news that "God is love" and, precisely for this reason, wants to save the world. The mission arises from the heart: when one stops to pray before a Crucifix with his glance fixed on that pierced side, he cannot but experience within himself the joy of knowing that he is loved and the desire to love and to make himself an instrument of mercy and reconciliation. This is what happened about 800 years ago to the young Francis of Assisi in the little church of San Damiano, which was then dilapidated. From the height of the Cross, now preserved in the Basilica of St Clare, Francis heard Jesus tell him: "Go, repair my house which, as you see, is all in ruins". That "house" was first of all his own life, which needed repair through authentic conversion; it was the Church, not the one made of stones but living persons, always needing purification; it was all of humanity, in whom God loves to dwell. The mission always initiates from a heart transformed by the love of God, as the countless stories of saints and martyrs witness, who in different ways have spent their life at the service of the Gospel. The mission, therefore, is a workshop where there is room for all: for those who commit themselves to bringing the Kingdom of God into their own family; for those who live their professional life with a Christian spirit; for those who are totally consecrated to the Lord; for those who follow Jesus, the Good Shepherd, in the ordained ministry to the People of God; for those who in a specific way go to announce Christ to those who still do not know him. May Mary Most Holy help us to live with renewed ardour, each one in the situation in which Providence has placed him, the joy and courage of the mission. ”. (22 October  2006 – Angelus) 
Resurrection
“In the same spirit I have come to Verona today to pray to the Lord with you, to share, even though briefly, in your work of these days, and to propose my Reflection to you on what appears of the first importance for the Christian presence in Italy. You have made a very appropriate choice, putting the Risen Jesus Christ at the centre of the Convention's attention, and of all the life and witness of the Church in Italy. The Resurrection of Christ is a fact that occurred in history, of which the Apostles were witnesses and certainly not its inventors. At the same time, it was not simply a return to our earthly life. Instead, it is the greatest "mutation" that ever occurred, the decisive "jump" towards a profoundly new dimension of life, the entry into a decidedly different order that regards above all Jesus of Nazareth, but with him also us, the whole human family, history and the entire universe. This is why the Resurrection of Christ is the centre of the preaching and the Christian witness from the beginning and until the end of time. Certainly, it is a great mystery, the mystery of our salvation, which finds its fulfilment in the Resurrection of the Incarnate Word and both anticipates and guarantees our hope. But the mark of this mystery is love, and only in the logic of love can it be brought close and somehow understood: Jesus Christ risen from the dead, because all of his being is perfectly and intimately united with God who is love, which is truly stronger than death. He was one with indestructible Life and therefore he could give his own life, letting himself be killed, but he could not succumb to death definitively: at the Last Supper he concretely anticipated and accepted out of love his own death on the Cross, thus transforming it into the gift of himself, that gift which gives us life, liberty and salvation. His Resurrection, therefore, has been like an explosion of light, an explosion of love that melts the chains of sin and death. It inaugurated a new dimension of life and reality, from which the new world comes forth, that continuously penetrates our world, transforming it and drawing it to himself”. (19 October  2006 Address to participants at 4th Italian National Meeting of the Catholic Church, Verona) 
“All of this concretely happens through the life and witness of the Church; rather, the Church herself constitutes the first fruits of this transformation, which is God's work and not ours. It comes to us through faith and the Sacrament of Baptism, which is really death and resurrection, rebirth, transformation to a new life. It is what St Paul reveals in the Letter to the Galatians: "It is no longer I who live, but Christ who lives in me" (2: 20). Hence, the essential identity of my life is changed through Baptism, and I continue to exist only in this changed state. My own self is taken away and I am filled with a new and greater subject, in which my "I" is still there but transformed, purified, "open" through the insertion into the Other, who acquires new space in my existence. Thus, we become "one in Christ" (Gal 3: 28), a unique new subject, and our "I" is freed from its isolation. "I, but no longer I": this is the formula of Christian existence established in Baptism, the formula of the resurrection in time, the formula of the Christian "novelty" called to transform the world. Here lies our Paschal joy. Our vocation and our Christian duty consist in cooperating so that they reach effective fulfilment in the daily reality of our life, what the Holy Spirit accomplishes in us with Baptism. In fact, we are called to become new women and men, to be able to be true witnesses of the Risen One and thus bearers of Christian joy and hope in the world, concretely in that community of men and women in which we live. So, from this fundamental message of the Resurrection present in us and in our daily work, I come to the theme of the Church in Italy's service to the Nation, to Europe and to the world. The Italy of today presents itself to us as a profoundly needy Land and at the same time a very favourable place for such a witness. It is profoundly needy because it participates in the culture that predominates in the West and seeks to present itself as universal and self-sufficient, generating a new custom of life. From this a new wave of illuminism and laicism is derived, by which only what is experiential and calculable would be rationally valid, while on the level of praxis, individual freedom is held as a fundamental value to which all others must be subject. Therefore, God remains excluded from culture and from public life, and faith in him becomes more difficult, also because we live in a world that almost always appears to be of our making, in which, so to speak, God no longer appears directly but seems to have become superfluous, even out of place. In strict relationship with all of this, a radical reduction of man has taken place, considered a simple product of nature and as such not really free, and in himself susceptible to be treated like any other animal. Thus, an authentic overturning of the point of departure of this culture has come about, which started as a claim of the centrality of man and his freedom. Along the same lines, ethics is brought within the confines of relativism and utilitarianism with the exclusion of every moral principle that is valid and in itself binding. It is not difficult to see how this type of culture represents a radical and profound break not only with Christianity but more in general with the religious and moral traditions of humanity. It is therefore not able to establish a true dialogue with other cultures, in which the religious dimension is strongly present, besides not being able to respond to the fundamental questions on the sense and direction of our life. Therefore, this culture is marked by a deep privation, but also by a great and poorly hidden need of hope”. (19 October  2006 – Address to participants at 4th Italian National Meeting of the Catholic Church, Verona) 
Saints
“Four new Saints are proposed today for the veneration of the universal Church: Rafael Guízar y Valencia, Filippo Smaldone, Rose Venerini and Théodore Guérin. Their names will be remembered for ever. In contrast to this immediately comes the thought of the "rich young man" of whom the Gospel, just proclaimed, speaks. This youth has remained anonymous; if he had responded positively to the invitation of Jesus, he would have become his disciple and probably the Evangelist would have recorded his name. From this fact one can immediately glimpse the theme of this Sunday's Liturgy of the Word: if man puts his trust in the riches of this world, he will not reach the full sense of life and of true joy. If instead, trusting the Word of God, he renounces himself and his goods for the Kingdom of Heaven, apparently losing much, he in reality gains all. The Saint is exactly that man, that woman, who, responding with joy and generosity to Christ's call, leaves everything to follow him. Like Peter and the other Apostles, as St Teresa of Jesus today reminds us as well as countless other friends of God, the new Saints have also run this demanding yet fulfilling Gospel itinerary and have already received "a hundred fold" in this life, together with trials and persecutions, and then eternal life..(15 October  2006 – Homily St Peter’s Square) 
Hostages

“I have received requests from several places to intervene on behalf of people who are victims of kidnapping in various countries of the world. As I repeat my firmest condemnation of this crime, I assure all victims and their relatives and friends of my remembrance in prayer. In particular, I join in the pressing appeal, recently addressed to me by the Archbishop and community of Sassari, for Mr Giovanni Battista Pinna, kidnapped last 14 September, so that he will be restored without delay to his loved ones.”. (29 October  2006 – Angelus) 
INTERVENTUS SUPER QUAESTIONES

Catholic Television 
Madrid – The first World Congress of Catholic Television 10 -12 October opened today in Los Negrales, Madrid presided by Cardinal Antonio Mª Rouco Varela, Archbishop of Madrid, and Archbishop John P. Foley, President of the Pontifical Council for Social Communications. (see Fides 25/9/2006 and 10/3/2006). The theme of the Congress is “Rapid Development” the title of Pope John Paul II’s last Apostolic Letter (January 2005) on the subject of Social Communications. Some three hundred participants from 50 different countries will reflect on the Catholic identity of TV channels, the impact of new technology and the future of Church television channels. The programme includes conferences, workshops and group discussion and sharing in plenary sessions.      

The Congress is expected to produce important fruits, including a Free Programme Bank for to foster exchange of audio-visual products among Catholic TVs especially for channels with little means, and coordination of future activity. There will be the presentation of a new information service for Catholic TVs. The activity of the Congress can be followed on the Congress web site.    


Cardinal Rouco Varela presenting the Congress stressed the need to “focus on professional training of media operators to make them witnesses to the faith and to support those who are already witnesses working to form them to use new technology to spread the contents of the Gospel". The Cardinal underlined that pastoral work needs Catholic television: “we urgently need professional Catholic communicators in TVs, state run, or social or ecclesial undertakings – we need Church television channels…in a word we need Catholic television!”    

Archbishop Foley gave the opening address underlining the importance of the event, of which the need has been felt for many years, to focus on practical aspect of collaboration among different Catholic initiatives in the field of television . “We cannot be isolated, each struggling alone, our backs turned on others. This weakens our voice making it more dispersive" the Archbishop said, recalling that  “it is not enough to spread some Catholic contents, what is needed first and foremost  is personal and collective life in keeping with the Gospel”. (RG) (Agenzia Fides 10/10/2006; righe 30, parole 405)   

Madrid – The second day of the World Congress of Catholic Television in Madrid, 10 - 13 October being attended by representatives from about 50 different countries, started with an intervention by Prof. F. Casetti, of the Catholic University of Milan, on new technology in television, who said “we are entering a change in formats" created for the communications industry, with greater distinction between content producing companies which broadcasting companies. For Casetti, public television, particularly in Europe, is in crisis and therefore part of this activity must be assumed by Catholic TV as a service to citizenship, “attractive contents will be major challenge” he said recalling that one of the main duties of the Church in TV is responsible education of audiences.  

Card. Bernard Agré, Archbishop emeritus of Abidjan, Cote d’Ivoire, illustrated the situation and possibilities in this sector in Africa. Manuel Echanove, director general of Telefonica Internazionale spoke about ever greater complementarity, between the Internet and television: "the market is advancing towards a new means: Internet TV".

For his part Jesuit Fr. Federico Lombardi, director of Centro Televisivo Vaticano (CTV) said CTV is a "centre of TV production which produces images of the Pope and the Vatican for distribution to all TV channels”. After illustrating CTV activity, Fr. Lombardi said one of its main goals was to be "at the service of Catholic television channels". At the end of intervention, he spoke of CTV projects and proposals including the opening of a centre in Latin America to diffuse programmes in Spanish and have a wider presence in the Internet. He concluded underlining the importance of cooperation "essential and urgent to build the Church of our day ".  

Following afternoon workshop activity the participants were given a guided tour of  Escorial Monastery and then took part in Mass presided by Cardinal Antonio Mª Rouco Varela, Archbishop of Madrid, who said in his homily: " Catholics from all over the world have come to this Congress to discuss how to make Television a channel of evangelisation ". (RG) (Agenzia Fides 12/10/2006; righe 30, parole 404)

QUAESTIONES

VATICAN - Propaganda Fide venerates Relics of Saint Therese of Lisieux at the start of the missionary month of October: “Love is the soul of mission” 

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) – At the start of the missionary month of October which will culminate with Mission Sunday on the 22nd,  the Cardinal Prefect and staff of Propaganda Fide welcomed and venerated the relics of Saint Therese of Lisieux, Patron saint of missions with St Francis Xavier delle Missioni, in the chapel of the Congregation for the Evangelisation of Peoples. For the occasion Cardinal Ivan Dias presided a special Mass, concelebrated by Archbishop Henryk Hoser secretary adjunct also president of the Pontifical Mission Societies, and by CEP under secretary Fr. Massimo Cenci PIME, in the presence of the four general secretaries of the Pontifical Mission Societies. 


In his homily Cardinal Dias recalled that as a young girl Therese Martin, showing great courage and determination, travelled to Rome, to ask Pope Leo XIII to grant her permission to enter a convent although she was only 15 years old. The Cardinal said the main characteristic of the Saint’s brief but intense life was love: love for Jesus and love for neighbour, for all humanity as she wrote in her autobiography: “My vocation is love. At the heart of the Church my Mother, I will be love, and in this way I will be everything”. “Love, charity,  is the soul of mission” the Cardinal said, recalling the experience of Saint Therese and Pope Benedict XVI’s message for Mission Sunday this year. 


The two patron saints of missionary activity, Saint Therese and Saint Francis Xavier, the       Cardinal said: “remind us of the two aspects of mission, contemplation and action. We must be  contemplatives in action, working while not forgetting prayer and the spiritual aspect”. Both Saints died young, living only a few years, Saint Therese in the convent in  Lisieux and Saint Francis on mission in the Far East, nevertheless they will never be forgotten. “If I am here – Indian born Cardinal Dias told those present – it is because Saint Francis baptised my forefathers”.

Holding up these two exemplary Christians the Cardinal Prefect reminded CEP staff members “it is not the quantity of work but the quality which counts and the love with which it is performed” and that bureaucratic aspects must not be allowed to dominate, the important thing is to have a heart filled with love, like Saint Therese. Cardinal Dias offered the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass for the whole missionary world, in mission territories that depend on the CEP, for the bishops, clergy and religious, local and missionary, for all the lay Catholics and for all the many men and women who have yet to hear the message of the Gospel and he asked St Therese to intercede that God may grant abundant graces from heaven, like the ‘shower of rose petals’ the dying Therese promised to send from heaven. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 3/10/2006 – righe 33, parole 452) 

VATICAN - Cardinal Ivan Dias presides Concelebration of Mass «De Spiritu Sancto» for the inauguration of the new academic year at the Pontifical Urban University: “it is not enough to study in the library or in the classroom, we must live at the school of the one and only Master, the Lord Jesus Christ”

Vatican City – “I am truly happy to celebrate with you for the first time as Grand Chancellor of the Pontifical Urban University this solemn Mass to invoke the Holy Spirit at the beginning of the new academic year. In your presence I experience the vibrant universal Church as she offers in many tongues praise and thanksgiving to the Father through Jesus Christ. I experience the joy of  belonging to the Urban family, within the larger family of Propaganda Fide which opens its arms to the whole world to announce to the far corners of the earth Christ who died and is risen.” With these words Cardinal Ivan Dias, prefect of the Congregation for the Evangelisation of Peoples  and Grand Chancellor of the Pontifical Urban, commenced his homily during a votive Mass «De Spiritu Sancto» celebrated on 12 October in the Chapel of the Pontifical Urban University on the occasion of the inaguration of the new academic year 2006-2007. 


Commenting the passage of Gospel of St John (13, 1-17) the Cardinal said “it indicates very clearly the heart of the mystery of love of Jesus Christ and the whole Christian life. He, the Son of God « Jesus knew that his hour had come to pass from this world to the Father. He loved his own in the world and he loved them to the end.». An extraordinary, amazing love, that of the Lord, a love to the very end, that is, extreme.”

Jesus teaches us that only love can conquer evil and death. “Jesus did not think of himself, he did not flee from suffering, he refused legitimate defence of his companions, he did not  defend himself…Jesus’ love might appear to be weak, powerless. Yes, living this sort of love is not easy, it is not immediate, it is not sentiment”. Cardinal Dias then referred to the encyclical  Deus caritas est, which explains “the choice of a man, Son of God, who chose not to save himself but rather give his life living for others. This was the sense of his life and his death, the seed of the resurrection”. 


Even today when “it is difficult to look at suffering and pain, Jesus, suffering and poor, reaches out to purify us of the arrogance of our self love  .. Today in Jesus the poor man, we see the many poor of the word, despised, miserable, condemned... How often we have been mean to them, we have run away from their pain, we refused to reach out to alleviate their suffering, help them in their need, console them in grief, or felt that we were poor ones. The Lord teaches us to stop, to reach out…In fact Jesus the poor man makes us rich. It is Jesus we must care for, Jesus we must follow and listen to. But the paradox is precisely this: He is the one who cares for us, heals us and teaches us to serve. Service is a great freedom to love.”


The Cardinal then reflected on how this love is lived: “At times even we who are called to serve Jesus in a special way fail to listen when God speaks. We feel important, we think we are teachers and we stop being disciples. Only in obedience and listening to the voice of God, from which faith is born, can we begin to understand. We have no other beatitude, no other happiness than this… Let us put into practice this Gospel of love, kindness, compassion, in order to continue our struggle against the forces of evil by doing good, so that from our life, here at the University or wherever we are, the may flow energies of love and goodness for us and for the whole world”. 


Concluding his homily, the Cardinal urged those present not to follow “the ephemeral glory of this world”, and to share with all the secret of Christian life, “it is not enough to study in the library or in class, we must live at the school of the one and only Master, the Lord Jesus Christ”. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 13/10/2006; righe  44, parole 679)

See homily Cardinal Dias 

http://www.fides.org/ita/vita_chiesa/cardinale_urbaniana.doc
VATICAN - “Overcoming hatred with love” message to Hindus for the Feast of Diwali 2006: Pontifical Council for Inter-religious Dialogue 

Vatican City – "Overcoming hatred with love” is the title of a  message to Hindus for the Feast of Diwali, the Festival of Lights, written by Cardinal Paul Poupard, president of the Pontifical Council for Inter-religious Dialogue. With Diwali, the Cardinal writes in his English-language message, Hindus celebrate "the victory of truth over untruth, light over darkness, good over evil and life over death”. The feast on 21 October, is a three day period for reconciliation in families, particularly between brothers and sisters, and adoration of God.


“The reality of love is closely connected to truth, light, goodness and life. I would like to reflect on this theme of love, through which believers of different religions are invited to overcome the evil of hatred and distrust in contemporary society. The recent terrorist bomb attacks in Mumbai, India, are yet another example of these phenomena which so often end in brutal violence. I am sure that, enriched in the light of our particular religious traditions, our resolve to invite all believers to overcome hatred by love will benefit society at large”. Taking inspiration from the Deus caritas est encyclical of Pope Benedict XVI  the Cardinal underlines that “God is the source and fullness of all love. Our love for one another becomes worthy of its name only when it has its source in God and is nourished by our union with the same God … God loves us all without exception and his love is unconditional. Our human response to God’s love must be spelt out in concrete stewardship of God’s creatures, especially to human beings”. 


The President of the Pontifical Council for Inter-religious Dialogue continues: “it is urgent and necessary that believers of different religions manifest jointly to the world that hatred can be overcome by love. In today’s complex societies, is it not possible for us to join hands and collaborate in seeking justice for all, working together on common projects, for the development of the downtrodden, the marginalised, the destitute, the orphan and the weak?... Love creates trust, which in turn, promotes genuine relationships among believers of different religions.” The message ends recalling that love is light and this light is Jesus: “May our love finally overcome the darkness of hatred in the world! (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 16/10/2006; righe 28, parole 409) 

See message in English, French and Italian

http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/chieselocali/chieselocali.php?id=310
VATICAN – The Pope appoints Cardinal Dias member of Special Council for Asia of the General Secretariat of the Synod of Bishops 
Vatican City– Pope Benedict XVI has appointed Cardinal Ivan Dias, prefect of the Congregation for the Evangelisation of Peoples, a member of the Special Council for Asia of the General Secretariat of the Synod of Bishops. The Pope also appointed Archbishop John Atcherley Dew of Wellington (New Zealand), a member of the Special Council for Oceania of the General Secretariat of the Synod of Bishops and Bishop Fernando Antônio Figueiredo of Santo Amaro (Brazil), a member of the Special Council for America of the General Secretariat of the Synod of Bishops. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 16/10/2006 – righe 7, parole 85)

The Pope’s Missionary Prayer intention for November 2006: “For believers everywhere: may they work to remove old and new barriers to Africa’s development”. 
Comment by Cardinal Peter Turkson, Archbishop of Cape Coast, Ghana
Vatican City (Fides Service) - In 1994, at the Special Assembly for Africa of the Synod of Bishops, the rest of the Universal Church joined the African Church to take a candid, but a sympathetic look at the African continent, as it stood at the threshold of the third millennium. At the end of the Synod, the Synod Fathers, in their “Message” (Nuntius), and later the Holy Father, in his Post-Synodal Apostolic Exhortation, addressed “Goodnews”, a “message of hope” to Africa. 
Africa, to which the Synod-message of hope was addressed, was Africa, which the Synod had described as “a continent full of bad news”. The Synod bemoaned and regretted that Africa was full of problems. Misery, wars and despair were everywhere; and Africa did appear to be an irrelevant appendix to the world, often forgotten and neglected (cfr. Ecclesia in Africa, §40). This, indeed, is the mirror-image of a continent, which is hindered by several factors: historical, cultural and attitudinal, political, natural, macro-economic etc., from discovering the true path to development and peace. It is an image of Africa, deprived by these factors of those experiences, which the Synod identified as “virtues of evangelization”, namely: hope, peace, joy, harmony, love and unity (cfr. Ecclesia in Africa, §40). 

Geographically, Africa’s neighbour is the Arab world; and historically, it would be the first to enslave Africans. The introduction of African slaves to Europe was through the intermediary of Arabs; although, the subsequent debilitating drain of Africa’s manpower base through slavery would be at the hands of Europeans (cfr. Unesco History of Africa IV, [ed. D.T. Niane, Berkeley 1984] 651). Later, as a colonial power in Africa, Europe would also farm out Africa among its nations, establishing arbitrary national borders. Within the borders created by colonial powers, “the coexistence of ethnic groups with different traditions, languages…. often meets with obstacles arising from serious mutual hostility. Tribal oppositions at times endanger if not peace, at least the pursuit of common good of the society (cfr. Ecclesia in Africa §49). 

Very many of the colonial administrations were succeeded by ill-prepared and ill-equipped African leaders, who ruled by force and trampled under foot the rights of their citizens. As a result, there were in many African nations abject poverty, tragic mismanagement of available scarce resources, political instability and social disorientation (cfr. Ecclesia in Africa, § 40). Africa’s culture is rich in its diversity; and it enshrines some of the noblest values of human existence, such as its love for life, the cherished sense of belongingness, which families represent, an acute sense of solidarity and community life. But the traditional place and treatment of women in several cultures and societies are rather dismissive. The denial of women’s rights and the dismissal of their economic and political potentialities amount to a disregard of a significant economic force, which is capable of changing the economic life of African communities. These traditional and historical woes of Africa are aggravated by several other modern and new afflictions. Globalization and its free market policy is a despicable menace to Africa’s emerging industrialization and productivity. Trade imbalances and donor “conditionalties” stifle auto-determination and local initiatives. The increasing polarization between the West (Christian?) and the Arab (Islamic?) worlds places Black Africa in the shadow of a religious conflict. To crown it all is the HIV-AIDS pandemic, which is fiercely decimating Africa’s virile population and manpower, leaving in its wake helpless orphans and a diseased population. As a result of these various factors and many more, several African nations are still in the grip of disease and famine, war, racial and tribal tensions, political instability and violation of human rights (cfr. Ecclesia in Africa, §51). Africa in the throes of misery and poverty was likened to the victim in the parable of the “Good Samaritan” (Lk.10:30-37) by the Synod. Like the brutalized victim in the parable, the Synod believed that Africa needs the attention and the help of “good Samaritan” figures to survive. 

The hand of a “good Samaritan” has already been extended to Africa by the Church. In her poverty, the African Church plays a leading role in several countries, spearheading programs, which aim at integral human development, to the admiration and praise of their governments and international agencies. The meagre efforts of local churches are supplemented and strengthened by Christians and other faith-based organizations, who provide assistance with health care, research into tropical diseases, which plague the continent, and the rolling back of hitherto endemic diseases (small pox, guinea worm, polio etc.). Various Catholic development agencies complement the efforts of development offices of national Episcopal conferences to mount literacy and good governance programs, agriculture and food security projects, and to facilitate the acquisition of basic skills and technologies. There is also NEPAD and the Millennium Development Account, which are international donor agencies’ initiatives to promote accelerated growth and development in Africa. 
The emerging and increasing resolve of African governments and statesmen to be accountable, to eschew bribery and corruption, to exercise responsible stewardship with public property and to promote tribal integration is very supportive of the very many external efforts to “catapult” Africa into a new orbit of improved sanitation, economic freedom, food security, development, growth, security and peace. It is our prayer too that the huge, faceless, but global (multi-national) organizations would, like Zacchaeus in the Gospel (Lk.19:8), gradually recognize that Africans are brothers to be in solidarity with, and not to be abused and exploited for profit. Cardinal Peter Turkson (Agenzia Fides 28/10/2006; righe 75, parole 974)

