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 FIDES Service - 30 November 2005

FIDES SPECIAL FEATURE
Instrumentum mensis Novembris 

pro lectura Magisterii Summi Pontifici Benedicti XVI pro evangelizatione in terris missionum

Annus I – Numerus VIII, November A.D. MMV

Among the most significant interventions by the Holy Father Pope Benedict XVI during the month of November we mention an address given on 25 November on the occasion of the inauguration of the Academic Year of the Università Cattolica del Sacro Cuore. Addressing students and teachers Pope Benedict XVI recalled the encyclical  “Humanae Vitae” by Paul VI and urged Catholic researchers to continue to work following the teaching of the Magisterium. «“I should like to state that I also have very much at heart the "Paul VI International Scientific Institute for Research on Human Fertility and Infertility" for responsible procreation (cf. L'Osservatore Romano English edition, 22 November 2000, p. 7). Indeed, because of its institutional goals, it is presented as an eloquent example of that synthesis of truth and love which constitutes the vital centre of Catholic culture.». The Pope said he hoped all scientific efforts to «regulate fertility and infertility» will always find the necessary support in the light of the faith. « This then is the great challenge to Catholic Universities – the Pope said -  to impart knowledge in the perspective of true rationality, different from that of today which largely prevails, in accordance with a reason open to the question of the truth and to the great values inscribed in being itself, hence, open to the transcendent, to God.». In other words « to combine faith and knowledge...because one discovers, moving within this horizon of meaning, the intrinsic unity that links the different branches of knowledge:  theology, philosophy, medicine, economics, every discipline, even the most specialised technologies, since everything is connected>. Quoting Pope John Paul II’s Apostolic Constitution "ex corde Ecclesiae" [from the heart of the Church] Pope Benedict XVI said:  < the "Catholic" identity is in no way reductive but rather exalts the University. Indeed, if the fundamental mission of every university is "a continuous quest for the truth through its research, and the preservation and communication of knowledge for the good of society" a Catholic academic community is distinguished by the Christian inspiration of individuals and of the University Community itself, in the light of the faith that illuminates thought, for the fidelity to the Christian message as it is presented by the Church and for the institutional commitment to the service of the People of God.». 
· SYNTHESIS INTERVENTUUM

1 November  2005 – Angelus

2 November 2005 – General Audience
6 November 2005 – Angelus

 7 November 2005 – Message to 1st International University   Eucharistic Congress
9 November 2005 – General Audience
12 November 2005 – Benedict XVI to the Chaldean Catholic Patriarch of Babylon
13 November 2005 – Pope Benedict XVI ‘s address after Beatification of Charles De Foucauld, Maria Pia Mastena and Maria Crocifissa Curcio
      13 November 2005 – Angelus

      16 November 2005 – General Audience
      19 November 2005 – The Holy Father Pope Benedict XVI addresses participants at the Conference on the Human Genome
 21 November 2005 – Pope Benedict XVI visits Pontifical Academy of Sciences and  the Pontifical Academy of Social Sciences
23 November 2005 - General Audience
 24 November 2005 – The Holy Father Pope Benedict XVI addresses 33rd UN Food and Agriculture Organisation Conference
 25 November 2005 – Pope Benedict XVI inaugurates academic year at the Università Cattolica del Sacro Cuore
27 November 2005 – Angelus

 28 November 2005 – The Pope sends a message to young people in Holland for the 1st National Catholic Youth Day
 28 November 2005 – Pope Benedict XVI calls for resolve to help Sudan
 29 November 2005 – Pope Benedict XVI grants plenary indulgence to mark 40th anniversary of the closing of the Second Vatican Council 

 30 November 2005 – Message from Pope Benedict XVI to His Holiness Bartholomew I Archbishop of Constantinople Ecumenical Patriarch
30 November 2005 – General Audience
· VERBA PONTIFICIS 

Advent
Charity
Pro life
God is at hand
Family
Mission

Sacred Scripture
Saints and Blessed
Science
· INTERVENTUS SUPER QUAESTIONES

Charity - A month after the earthquake aid still coming from all over the world, but more effort needed
Dialogue - Ecumenical prayers for peace and national reconciliation
Dialogue - Dialogue and the extraordinary power of love, antidote to violence and hatred: Papal Nuncio visiting conflict torn states in north east India reminds Christians to be builders of peace
Dialogue - “We have a message for the world: help us keep Bethlehem, Christians here are ever fewer”, Holy Land Custodian Vicar says on the occasion of Israeli president’s visit to the Vatican
Dialogue - First Catholic/Muslim Theological Conference marks 40th anniversary of Vatican II declaration “Nostra aetate” on relations with non Christian religions
Pro life - Don Oreste Benzi denounces: “month after pill RU486 plays into the hands of people who exploit prostitutes … this is slaughter”
Family – More than 100 Catholics organisations at 12 November protest against law which ignores the right of parents to decide about children’s educatoon 
Family - November 12 Madrid protest against proposed new education law has full support of network of Family Policy Institutes in Europe: ‘the state has the duty to guarantee parents’ right to decide how children are educated’
Family - Bishops of Catalogna: “The proposed organic education law overlooks fundamental rights which every democratic and pluralistic society must guarantee, and which must be accompanied by freedom of religion and conscience”
Family - Bishops in southern Spain denounce educational problems in proposed Organic Education Law: so far parents demands have been completely ignored
Family - Saturday 12 November Madrid world “Capital for Freedom of Education”: 1.5 million people, 760 organisations from Spain and other countries to protest education law which cuts parents rights to decide how children are educated
Family - Catholic Bishops of Spain call for freedom of education and pledge support for Education Law protest in Madrid tomorrow Saturday 12 November: “We Bishops are with parents, we are for life and freedom”
Family - Successful demonstration to protest against education reforms: Spain’s new social movement is not afraid or ashamed to take part in public life to defend the rights of thousands of families
Family - “A law which allows the elimination of the most helpless and vulnerable of human beings is unacceptable”: standing council of the Brazilian Bishops’ Conference takes firm position pro-life
Mission - Mission to the young: an urgent priority for the Church in Korea for the coming years
Mission - St Joseph the Worker in Nairobi marks 20 years of cooperation between priests and laity and community solidarity
Mission - ‘Shouting’ the Gospel with a life of silence and contemplation: Pope Benedict XVI to beatify Charles de Foucauld, testimonials from his spiritual sons and daughters
Saints and Blessed - Commemorating 14 year old Mexican martyr José Luis who died with the cry “Long live Christ the King!”
· QUAESTIONES

“The Sacrament of the Eucharist in itself in a missionary event. It builds the inseparable bond between communion and mission which makes the Church a sacrament of Christ the light of all nations.” Cardinal Crescenzio Sepe sends message to Northern Peru Eucharistic Congress

“Christians feel like foreigners in their own country”, says Catholic Bishop after recent attacks on churches - National Day of Protest and Prayer

“The Church imposes nothing, nor does she seek special interests, but wishes only to be at the service of humanity witnessing and proclaiming Jesus Christ light of the nations”: Cardinal Crescenzio Sepe addresses participants at 1st University Eucharistic Congress

“While the great ones of the earth discuss problems of the less great, Holy Childhood quietly gives concrete expression to the Christian dimension of solidarity and its children with prayers and the fruit of their sacrifices reach the whole world”: Cardinal Crescenzio Sepe sends message to 5th Holy Childhood Meeting in Corfu

“The African world is no longer limited by geographical boundaries and we are ready for apostolic commitments outside Africa, at the service of the African world and we want to be present where important decisions are made for Africa" says new Superior General of the White Sisters

Official inauguration of Master’s Degree in Management for Development for young African university graduates promoted by the Congregation for the Evangelisation of Peoples in collaboration with the Catholic University Sacro Cuore

“With this new Master’s Degree in Management of Development we accept the challenge to make Africa the continent of hope moving from a concept of mere assistance to one of education, valorising the gifts and resources of young Africans ” says Cardinal Crescenzio Sepe

“We realise we are being given responsibility: we want to give a voice to the voiceless:” say young Africans in Rome to study in Management for Development

Cardinal Crescenzio Sepe Prefect of the Congregation for the Evangelisation of Peoples starts 9 day pastoral visit to Vietnam meeting priests and religious in Hanoi Cathedral: “may you live your consecration with pride and joy”
On a pastoral visit to the Church in Vietnam Cardinal Crescenzio Sepe ordains 57 new priests in Hanoi Cathedral and has meetings with Bishops of ecclesiastical province Hanoi and priests and religious of Hung Hoa diocese

Made public the "Instruction Concerning the Criteria for the Discernment of Vocations with regard to Persons with Homosexual Tendencies in view of their Admission to the Seminary and to Holy Orders."

Cardinal Sepe celebrates St Andrew’s day with the students at Hanoi major seminary and encourages them to be ever more ‘missionary in heart and mind’

SYNTHESIS INTERVENTUUM

1 November 2005 - Angelus

VATICAN - “To become a saint means to become fully what we are, elevated in Jesus Christ to the dignity of adoptive sons and daughters of God” Pope Benedict XVI recalls on November 1 at the midday Angelus prayer

Vatican City (Fides Service) - The solemnity of All Saints “gives us a taste of the joy of belonging to the great family of the friends of God” Pope Benedict XVI said before reciting the Angelus prayer with people gathered in St Peter’s Square on All Saints Day November 1, (a bank holiday in Italy). The Pope said “To become a saint means to become what we are, elevated in Jesus Christ to the dignity of adoptive sons and daughters of God” … those who believe in Christ, the Son of God are born again ‘from heaven’, generated again by the power of the Holy Spirit. This mystery comes about in the sacrament of Baptism with which Mother Church brings ‘saints’ into the world.” 
The feast of All Saints is followed by All Souls Day. “The new life received in Baptism is not subject to corruption or the power of death. For those who live in Christ death is the passing from the earthly pilgrimage to our heavenly homeland where the Father welcomes all his children” the Pope said, recalling the close spiritual bonds which bind the faithful departed and those who are still pilgrims in earth. “A mysterious but real bond nourished by prayer and participation in the sacrament of the Eucharist. In the mystical Body of Christ the souls of the faithful meet overstepping the barrier of death, they pray for each other and in charity realise an intimate, exchange of gifts”. 
Lastly Pope Benedict XVI said he was spiritually united with people visiting churchyards to pray for their loved ones and that the next day November 2 he would go to pray in the crypt of St Peter’s where the Popes are buried around the tomb of Holy Peter and that he would say a special pray at the tomb of beloved Pope John Paul II. “Dear Friends - the Holy Father concluded - may the customary visit to the graves of our loved ones be an opportunity for us to think about the mystery of death without fear and to strive to be ever vigilant so we are ready to face it with serenity”. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 3/11/2005; righe 23, parole 343)

2 November 2005 –General Audience
VATICAN - The Pope’s teaching at the general Wednesday audience 2 November: “Illuminated by faith we look at the human enigma of death with serenity and hope...more than an end, it is a new birth”

Vatican City (Fides Service) - During his general audience in St Peter’s Square on 2 November, Pope Benedict XVI explained the meaning of psalm 111 (“Blessed is the just man” - Second Vespers Sunday week four; Ps 111,1-6). The just, the Pope said, are those who “fear the Lord, recognise his transcendence and obey his will with trust and love waiting to encounter him after death”. Recalling that it was All Souls Day the Pope said: “After celebrating yesterday the solemn feast of All the Saints in heaven today we commemorate all the faithful departed. The liturgy invites us to pray for our loved ones who have died, turning our thoughts to the mystery of death, heritage common to all men and women. Illuminated by faith we look at the human enigma of death with serenity and hope. In fact according to Scripture more than an ending, it is a new birth, the compulsory passage through which those who live their lives according to the Word of God may reach the fullness of life.” The psalmist recalls that fear of the Lord means obeying his commandments: the psalm proclaims “blessed is the man who find great joy in keeping the commandments, finding in them joy and peace. Docility to God is the root of hope and harmony inward and exterior. Observance of the moral law is a source of deep peace of conscience”. 
The Psalmist wishes to instil trust in those who have chosen to follow the path of morally blameless conduct, rejecting illusory success obtained through injustice and immorality. “The heart of this fidelity to God’s Word consists in a fundamental choice, namely charity towards the poor and the needy”: the believer is generous, he does not fall into the infamy of usury, he sides with the outcast sustaining them with extreme generosity, totally disinterested. The Psalm presents at the end, in one verse, also the profile of the evil person who “consumed with anger and envy watches the success of the just”. At the end of his teaching, inviting those present to pay attention to the portrait of the person who is faithful and charitable, quoted Clement of Alexandria with regard to disinterested charity: “Therefore the Apostle speaks well: ‘God loves those who give with joy’ (2 Cor 9,7), those who take pleasure in giving and sow without sparing to gather in the same way, who share without regret and distinction or pain, this is authentic good work”. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 3/11/2005, righe 28, parole 412)

6 November 2005 – Angelus

VATICAN - “Like Mary, may the Church be a docile handmaid of God’s word proclaiming it with ever firmer trust”: in his Angelus reflection Pope Benedict XVI recalls the 40th anniversary of the Dei Verbum Constitution issued by the Second Vatican Council

Vatican City (Fides Service) - In his Angelus reflection on Sunday 6 November when he addressed people gathered in St Peter’s square to receive his Blessing, Pope Benedict XVI recalled the 40th anniversary of the Dei Verbum Constitution issued by the Second Vatican Council. The Pope described the constitution as “a founding pillar of the entire Conciliar construction”. “This document speaks of Revelation and its transmission and of the inspiration and interpretation of Sacred Scripture and its fundamental importance in the life of the Church” the Pope told thousands of visitors who braved the damp November day to see him come to his window. 
Vatican II gave a central place to Christ, “mediator and at the same time fullness of all revelation”. “In fact the Lord Jesus, the Word made flesh, who died and is risen, brought to completion the work of salvation with actions and words, and made clearly manifest the face and will of God, so that until He comes again in glory there will be no further public revelation. The apostles and their successors the Bishops are custodians of the message Christ entrusted to his Church to be handed unaltered to all generations”. Sacred Scripture and Tradition contain this message the comprehension of which with the help of the Holy Spirit advances in the Church. 
“The Church lives not of herself but of the Gospel and from the Gospel she draws guidance for her path” the Holy Father said recalling the great impulse given by Dei Verbum to the valorisation of the Word of God and consequent profound renewal of the life of the ecclesial community in preaching, catechesis, theology, spirituality and also ecumenical relations. Among the fruits of this “biblical Springtime” the Pope mentioned in particular the practice of lectio divina: “This consists in reading and rereading a passage of Scripture almost ‘ruminating’ it as the Fathers say, squeezing out, so to say, ‘its juice’, that it may nurture meditation and contemplation and like life-giving sap irrigate concrete life ". Lastly Pope Benedict XVI recalled the attitude of the Blessed Virgin Mary, icon of the Annunciation: “when she welcomes the heavenly messenger Mary is intent on meditating Sacred Scriptures, depicted usually as a book in Mary’s hand, or on her lap or a book stand. This is the same image of the Church offered by the Council in the constitution Dei Verbum”. And he invited those present to join him in the Angelus prayer: “Let us pray that, like Mary, the Church may be a docile handmaid of God’s word proclaiming it with ever firmer trust so that the "whole may hear and believe, believe and hope, hope and love". (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 7/11/2005; 
7 November 2005 -Message to participants at the 1st International University Eucharistic Congress
EUROPE/SPAIN - In a message to participants at the 1st International University Eucharistic Congress Pope Benedict encourages them to "render worthy and constant homage to Christ present in the Most Holy Eucharist; meditate, live and teach its singular importance in the life of Christians”

Murcia (Fides Service) - The 1st International University Eucharistic Congress to be held 9 to 13 November promoted by the San Antonio Catholic University in Murcia (UCAM) will reflect on the theme “The Eucharist, heart of Christian life and source of the evangelising mission of the Church”. The congress will be held at Jerónimos Monastery Building, UCAM, and a number of parishes and institutes in the region of Murcia. Pope Benedict XVI, in a letter with which he appointed his Special Envoy to the congress in Murcia Cardinal Jozef Tomko President of the Pontifical Commission for Eucharistic Congresses, expressed his pleasure for this initiative which he said is an opportunity, “to confirm commitment to ensure the Eucharist is treated and considered at the maximum grade in the Church, in a special way when it is a question of cultivating the richness of an integral faith and sound devotion and to teach these with wisdom to young people”. The Pope asked his Envoy to share his words and wishes with the participants encouraging them to “render worthy and constant homage to Christ present in the Most Holy Eucharist; meditate, live and teach its singular importance in the life of Christians”.  The Congress will include conferences, catechesis, discussion on the Mystery of the Eucharist, and popular piety. There will be Mass and Adoration in various places, an exhibition on the Eucharist in Sacred Art a Concert of Church Music and a Music Festival with the participation of about 20 internationally famous artistes, alternated by testimonials of faith. A collection will be taken to help poor people in developing countries and the money will go to Peter’s Pence, the Pope‘s own fund.  Participants include besides Cardinal Jozef Tomko; Cardinal Darío Castrillón Hoyos, prefect of the Congregation for the Clergy; Cardinal Crescenzio Sepe, Prefect of the Congregation for the Evangelisation of Peoples; Cardinal Alfonso López Trujillo, President of the Pontifical Council for the Family; Cardinal Javier Lozano Barragán, President of the Pontifical Council for health pastoral care; Cardinal Julián Herranz Casado, President of the Pontifical Council for Legislative Texts; Cardinal Antonio Mª Rouco Varela, archbishop of Madrid; Cardinal Carlos Amigo Vallejo, archbishop of Seville; Cardinal Ricardo Mª Carles Gordó, emeritus archbishop of Barcelona; Cardinal Francisco Álvarez Martínez, emeritus archbishop of Toledo; Cardinal Nicolás de Jesús López Rodríguez, archbishop of Santo Domingo, 15 archbishops and 20 bishops and numerous priests and religious. On Sunday 13 November the Congress will culminate with Mass and a procession with the Blessed Sacrament presided by Cardinal Jozef Tomko. (RG) (Agenzia Fides 7/11/2005, righe 36, parole 467)

9 November 2005 – General Audience

VATICAN - “God does not appear in the Bible as an immovable and implacable sovereign or some obscure and indecipherable being...he reveals himself as a person who loves his creatures, watches over them and follows their progress in history”: Pope Benedict XVI teaches on Psalm 135

Vatican City (Fides Service) - Part one of psalm 135 as it is divided in the liturgy of Vespers is called «the great Hallel», that is the great and solemn praise sung by Judaism during the paschal liturgy. Dwelling in particular on the refrain - «Eternal is his mercy » - the Holy Father explained during the General Audience this morning that the word mercy “is a legitimate but limited translation of the original Hebrew word hesed which is part of the characteristic language used by the Bible to express the covenant between the Lord and his people … In this relationship, God does not appear in the Bible as an immovable and implacable sovereign or an obscure and indecipherable being, similar to fate, against whose mysterious power it is useless to fight. He reveals himself instead as a person who loves his creatures, watches over them and follows their progress in history and suffers the acts of infidelity with which the people often oppose his hesed, his merciful and paternal love.” According to the psalmist, “the first visible sign of this divine love is found in creation … even before discovering God who reveals himself in the history of a people, there is a cosmic revelation open to all, offered to all humanity by the one Creator of all” the Holy Father explained. “There exists, therefore, a divine message, secretly inscribed in creation and a sign of the hesed, or loving fidelity of God who gives his creatures being and life, water and food, light and time”. Contemplation of God’s works in creation leads us to praise and thank the Lord. The Pope ended his address referring to St Basil the Great’s first homily on Esamerone in which he comments the story of creation, “he stops to consider the wisdom of God’s work and comes to recognise divine goodness as the centre of propulsion of all creation”. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 9/11/2005, righe 21, parole 323)

12 November 2005 - Benedict XVI to the Chaldean Catholic Patriarch of Babylon
VATICAN - Benedict XVI to the Chaldean Catholic Patriarch of Babylon: “may your beloved country, despite the present difficult situation, not lose heart but continue on the path to reconciliation and peace”

Vatican City (Fides Service) - An encouragement to all the citizens of Iraq not to lose hope in the present difficult situation but to continue resolutely “on the path to reconciliation and peace” was addressed by the Holy Father Benedict XVI to his beatitude Emmanuel III Delly, Chaldean Catholic Patriarch of Babylon (Iraq), received in audience with participants at a special Synod of Chaldean Bishops in the late morning of Saturday 12 November. “I greet you warmly - the Pope said-, and I thank you for your visit which offers me a chance to address through you a word of warm encouragement your communities and all the people of Iraq. This message of solidarity is accompanied by the assurance of my prayers that your beloved country despite the present difficult situation will not love hope but will continue on the path towards reconciliation and peace.”
The Holy Father went on to recall the motives for the Special Synod which brought the Chaldean Catholic Bishops to Rome7 - 12 November: to conclude after years of work revision of the texts for the Divine Liturgy in East Syrian rite, prepare a liturgical reform and examine the draft of Special Law to regulate the community’s internal life. “Now you return to your respective sees refreshed by this experience of communion close to the tombs of the Apostles Peter and Paul- the Holy Father concluded -. This communion finds particular expression here today in a common prayer of gratitude with the Successor of Peter. I encourage you dear Brothers to continue your pastoral commitment and ministry of hope for the whole Iraqi nation”. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 14/11/2005, righe 20, parole 285)

13 November 2005 - Pope Benedict XVI ‘s address at the end of the Beatification of Charles De Foucauld, Maria Pia Mastena and Maria Crocifissa Curcio

VATICAN - The new Blessed Charles De Foucauld, Maria Pia Mastena and Maria Crocifissa Curcio, “in different ways consecrated their existence to Christ and they re-propose to every Christian the sublime ideal of holiness”: Pope Benedict XVI ‘s address at the end of the Beatification

Vatican City (Fides Service) - Cardinal José Saraiva Martins, Prefect of the Congregation for the Causes of Saints presided on Sunday 13 November a Beatification Mass in St Peters and at the request of the Pope read the apostolic letter with which His Holiness inscribed in the register of the Blessed a French priest Charles De Foucauld (1858-1916) and two Italian nuns Maria Pia Mastena (1881-1951) and Maria Crocifissa Curcio (1877-1957). At the end of the Mass Pope Benedict XVI went to the Basilica to venerate the relics of the new Blessed and addressed over 15,000 visitors who had come for the event gathered in St Peter’s and in the Square.
These three people “in different ways consecrated their existence to Christ and they re-propose to every Christian the sublime ideal of holiness” the Pope said. Charles de Foucauld in his contemplative and hidden life encountered the Lord whom he desired to follow in humility and poverty discovering his call to universal brotherhood. “As a priest he put the Eucharist and the Gospel at the centre of his existence the tables of the Word and the Bread, source of Christian life and mission”. The Holy Father underlined the relevance of the charisma of Blessed Maria Pia Mastena who, “won by the Face of Christ, assimilated the Son of God’s sentiments of gentle concern for humanity disfigured by sin, concretised his gestures of compassion and opened an Institution ‘to propagate, heal and restore in souls the image of sweet Jesus. May the new Blessed obtain for all who venerate her with affection and devotion the gift of continual striving for holiness” the Pope said. Blessed Maria Crocifissa Curcio foundress of the Carmelite Missionaries of Saint Teresa of the Child Jesus, placed at the centre of her life “the presence of the merciful Jesus encountered and adored in the Sacrament of the Eucharist… Her life was one of continual prayer even when she went out to serve people, especially poor girls in need”.
At the end of his address Pope Benedict XVI urged those present to thank God for the gift of the new Blessed and to strive hard to follow their example: “May their intercession help us to live in fidelity to Christ and his Church”.  In his homily during the Mass Cardinal José Saraiva Martins spoke of the close bond between the Word of God of the 33rd Sunday in Ordinary Time and the reality of Christian holiness, “understood as making the best use of talents received from God”. The Church inscribed these three people in the register of the Blessed because they worked to make their talents bear fruit “in the divine logic of love and total gift of self”. “Let us learn from the new Blessed to live a faith which is contagious and communicative, because a ‘harmless’ faith which says nothing and does not become witness, is like a gift which remains ‘unused’” the Cardinal said in his homily. “Following the example of these witnesses of the Risen Christ we too must never stop using the talents received until we will hear at last those wonderful words which can almost be considered the Gospel’s formula of Beatification: ‘Well done, good and faithful servant, come and share your master’s joy.” (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 14/11/2005, righe 38, parole 541)

13 November 2005 – Angelus 
VATICAN - Benedict XVI at the Angelus says “all the baptised are called to perfection in the Christian life: priests, religious and lay people, each according to their own specific vocation”

Vatican City (Fides Service) - The beatification of Charles De Foucauld, Maria Pia Mastena and Maria Crocifissa Curcio confirms once again what was said by the Second Vatican Council that “all the baptised are called to perfection in the Christian life: priests, religious and lay people, each according to their own specific vocation”. The witness of lay people addressed in the Lumen gentium Constitution on the Church and the decree on lay apostolate Apostolicam actuositatem was the focus of Pope Benedict XVI’s reflection before the Angelus prayer on Sunday 13 November. 
The decree affirmed “that ‘the fecundity of lay apostolate depends on their vital union with Christ’, that is on a robust spirituality, nourished by active participation in the Liturgy and expressed in the style of the Beatitudes - the Pope said - . Of great importance for the laity, are professional competence, sense of family, a civic sense and social virtues. If it is true they are called individually to render personal witness, particularly important there where the Church’s freedom meets impediments, nevertheless the Council insists on the importance of organised apostolate, necessary to influence general mentality, social conditions and institutions”. The Fathers of the Council encouraged the many associations of lay people insisting also on their formation for the apostolate. The vocation and mission of the laity was the theme of the Synod of Bishops in 1987 which led to the publication of the post-synodal exhortation Christifideles laici. Lastly Benedict XVI mentioned the beatification last Sunday in Vicenza, “of Eurosia Fabris, known as "Mamma Rosa", a model of Christian life in the lay state” and invited those present to pray that all baptised Christians may “realise they are called to work seriously and fruitfully in the Lord’s vineyard”. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 14/11/2005; righe 24, parole 305)

16 November 2005 – General Audience
VATICAN - Pope Benedict XVI weekly Catechesis: “Certainly the Lord is transcendent as creator and arbiter of the being; but he is also close to his creatures and enters space and time, indeed his presence among us reaches its apex in the Incarnation of Christ”

Vatican City (Fides Service) - At his weekly audience this morning in St Peter’s Square Pope Benedict XVI reflected on the second part of Psalm 135 (verses 10-26, “Thanksgiving for God’s work of salvation”, vespers Monday week four). “The Lord’s work is celebrated in two ambits, space and time” the Holy Father explained. The first of the psalm which we looked at last week , proclaims faith in God the creator who reveals himself in his cosmic creatures. “Now the joyous song of the psalmist … leads us to a different horizon. We know that biblical Revelation repeatedly proclaims that the presence of God the Saviour is manifested above all in the history of salvation.”
The psalmist sees the Lord’s many salvific interventions which have their heart in the fundamental exodus from Egypt. “This is closely connected the travailed wandering in the desert of Sinai, the final destination being the arrival in the promised land, a gift of God which Israel continues to experience all through the Bible.” The latter part of the psalm looks on the land which the Bible praises with enthusiasm. “This elaborate celebration which goes beyond the reality of that land, is really in praise of the divine gift”: a gift will allows the people to be free, a gift born from the Lord’s mercy “his fidelity to the promises made in the covenant with Israel, his love continually revealed through «memory».”  Psalm 135 interweaves two modalities of the one divine Revelation, cosmic and historic: “Certainly the Lord is transcendent as creator and arbiter of the being; but he is also close to his creatures, and enters space and time, indeed his presence among us reaches its apex in the Incarnation of Christ.” The Holy Father concluded his teaching quoting Saint Cyprian who at the beginning of his treatise on “works of charity and mercy” “contemplates the great deeds God has accomplished in Christ and concludes with a passionate recognition of God’s mercy”. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 16/11/2005, righe 25, parole 373)

19 November 2005 - The Holy Father Pope Benedict XVI addresses participants at the Conference on the Human Genome
VATICAN - The Holy Father Pope Benedict XVI addresses participants at the Conference on the Human Genome : “May every new scientific discovery serve for the whole good of the person with respect for human dignity”

Vatican City (Fides Service) - “Today, particularly in the field of new contributions from medical science, the Church has a chance to offer its precious work of illuminating consciences so that each new scientific discovery may serve for the whole good of the person with respect for human dignity”: Pope Benedict XVI said when this morning in the Clementina Hall he addressed participants at the 20th international conference organised by the Pontifical Council for Pastoral Health Care on the theme: "The Human Genome".The Holy Father recalled that the world today is marked by a process of secularisation which besides demanding “autonomy for science and social organisation”, often “overlooks the need to safeguard the transcendent dignity of the human person and respect for human life”. Nevertheless today there are new spaces “for profitable dialogue with society and not only with believers on important matters such as those connected with life”.
This is possible because “in peoples of ancient Christian tradition there remain roots of humanism untouched by Nihilist philosophy, roots which in actual fact are all the grow stronger when challenged… even people who no longer consider themselves members of the Church or those who have lost even the light of the faith remain attached to the human values and the positive contributions offered by the Gospel for personal and social wellbeing”. Referring to the Conference theme the Pope said “men and women of our day are well aware that the dignity of the human person cannot be identified with the genes of the DNA and it does not diminish in the event of some physical deficiency or genetic defect”. The principle of "non discrimination" on the basis of physical or genetic facts has taken deep root in consciences and is proclaimed in the Charter of Human Rights. “This principle has its most authentic foundation in the innate dignity of every person created in the image and likeness of God. Moreover impartial examination of scientific facts leads to recognition of the presence of this dignity at every stage of human life from the moment of conception … We must be aware of the hazards of science and technology which claim total autonomy with regard to the moral norms inscribed in human nature”. The exist Catholic bodies of professionals and Academies “able to evaluate new scientific discoveries, particularly in the field of bio-medicine”, besides “doctrinal bodies specifically delegated to define moral values to be safeguarded and formulate norms necessary for their effective protection” as well as pastoral offices such as the Pontifical Council for Health Pastoral Care “charged with elaborating opportune ways of guaranteeing an effective presence of the Church at the pastoral level”. With regard to the latter the Pope stressed its importance in view of ever more adequate humanisation of medicine to guarantee a timely response to individual expectations for effective spiritual assistance. “New impulse must be given to health pastoral care. This calls for an in-depth revision of pastoral care which must now take into account the increased volume of information diffused by the media in society and the higher level of instruction of the people for whom it caters”. 
Lastly the Pope encouraged those present to “update the formation of clergy and educators to render them capable of assuming their responsibilities in coherence with the faith and with respectful dialogue with non believers”. Therefore to provide “in-depth and detailed formation” in the field of health pastoral care it is necessary to have well trained and competent formation staff. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 19/11/2005, righe 45, parole 618)

20 November 2005 - Angelus

VATICAN - On the solemnity of Christ the King at the Angelus prayer Pope Benedict XVI recalls the Gaudium et Spes constitution : “The Mission of the Church yesterday, today and always is to announce and bear witness to Christ so that every man and woman may live the fullness of his or her vocation”

Vatican City (Fides Service) - On the solemnity of Christ the King, the last Sunday of the Liturgical Year, at the midday Angelus prayer Pope Benedict XVI focused once again on the Second Vatican Council which closed 40 years ago, referring to the Constitution “Gaudium et spes. “From the moment when his birth was announced, Jesus Christ, the only Son of the Father, born of the Virgin Mary was called "King", in the messianic sense, that is heir to the throne of David, according as promised by the prophets, for a kingdom that will have no end” the Pope said to thousands of people gathered in St Peter’s square to listen to his teaching and receive his blessing after the Angelus prayer. “During his public life, Jesus inaugurated the new Kingdom which is ‘not of this world’, and at the end he brought it to completion with his death and resurrection... Christ’s Kingdom is a gift offered to men and women of every era so that believing in the incarnate Word they ‘will not die but will have eternal life (Jn 3,16). This is why in the last book of the Bible, Revelation Christ announces: ‘I am Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the end’ (Rev 22,13).”
"Christ alpha e omega" is the title of a paragraph of the “Gaudium et spes” pastoral constitution issued by Vatican II, the Pope recalled, quoting Pope Paul VI: “In the light of the centrality of Christ, Gaudium et spes interprets the conditions of humanity today, human calling and dignity, and ambits of human life: family, culture, economy, politics, international community. This is the mission of the Church, yesterday, today and always: announce and bear witness to Christ so that every man and woman may live their vocation to the full.” The Pope invited those present in the Square pray that through the intercession of the Blessed Virgin Mary “we may welcome Christ as the Lord of life and cooperate faithfully for the coming of his Kingdom of love, justice and peace”.
After the Angelus, the Pope sent special greetings to the Catholics of Mexico celebrating the beatification in Guadalajara of 13 martyrs killed for the faith between 1920 and 1930. “On the solemnity of Christ the King, whom they invoked at the moment of giving up their lives, they are permanent examples and encouragement to bear coherent witness to our faith in society today” the Pope said. He also recalled the ‘Day pro orantibus’ 21 November, feast of the Presentation of the Child Mary at the Temple, a special day for religious communities of contemplative life: “On behalf of the whole Church I thank those enclosed religious who dedicate their lives to prayer offering an eloquent witness of the primacy of God and his Kingdom. I encourage you to offer them spiritual and material assistance”. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 21/11/2005; righe 33, parole 480)

21 November 2005 - Pope Benedict XVI visits Pontifical Academy of Sciences and  the Pontifical Academy of Social Sciences

VATICAN - “The Church’s teaching is based on the fact that God created man and woman in his own image and likeness and granted them a superior dignity and a shared mission towards the whole of creation” : Pope Benedict XVI visits Pontifical Academy of Sciences and of the Pontifical Academy of Social Sciences

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) - On Monday 21 November Pope Benedict XVI visited the offices of the Pontifical Academy of Sciences and of the Pontifical Academy of Social Sciences, located in the Casina Pio IV in the Vatican Gardens. The two academies are headed, respectively, by Nicola Cabibbo and Mary Ann Glendon. In his address in English, the Holy Father expressed his satisfaction that the Pontifical Academy of Social Sciences has chosen "the concept of the person in social sciences" as the subject of its plenary assembly this year and said “The human person is at the heart of the whole social order and consequently at the very centre of your field of study. …Human beings are part of nature and, yet, as free subjects who have moral and spiritual values, they transcend nature. This anthropological reality is an integral part of Christian thought, and responds directly to the attempts to abolish the boundary between human sciences and natural sciences, often proposed in contemporary society”. The Pope also unveiled a sculpture of Pope John Paul II bearing inscriptions recalling the late Pope’s special interest in the two academies which he founded in 1994. The present day discussion on the status of the human being “must continue to be part of the dialogue with science.” Pope Benedict XVI said . “The Church’s teaching is based on the fact that God created man and woman in his own image and likeness and granted them a superior dignity and a shared mission towards the whole of creation … The concept of person continues to bring about a profound understanding of the unique character and social dimension of every human being. This is especially true in legal and social institutions, where the notion of "person" is fundamental. Sometimes, however, even when this is recognised in international declarations and legal statutes, certain cultures, especially when not deeply touched by the Gospel, remain strongly influenced by group-centred ideologies or by an individualistic and secularist view of society..”
After recalling the importance of the Social Doctrine of the Catholic Church, “which places the human person at the heart and source of social order, can offer much to the contemporary consideration of social themes, “ Benedict XVI paid tribute to Pope John Paul II, “his undisputed contribution to Christian thought can be understood as a profound meditation on the person. He enriched and expanded the concept in his Encyclicals and other writings. These texts represent a patrimony to be received, collected and assimilated with care, particularly by the Pontifical Academies”. 
Before unveiling the statue of John Paul II and the inscriptions which “point to his enlightened readiness to reach out in a dialogue of salvation to the world of science and culture”, Benedict XVI said he hoped the activity of the Pontifical Academies “will continue to produce a fruitful interchange between the Church’s teaching on the human person and the sciences and social sciences which you represent”. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 22/11/2005, righe 34, parole 473)

23 November 2005 - General Audience

VATICAN - A hymn to praise God, celebrated by Christian faith as “Father of the Lord Jesus Christ”: Pope Benedict XVI’s teaching at general audience

Vatican City (Fides Service) - A solemn hymn at the beginning of the Letter to the Ephesians read once a week at vespers (cfr Eph 1,3-10), a hymn to praise God, celebrated in Christian faith as “Father of the Lord Jesus Christ”, was the subject of Pope Benedict XVI’s reflection during the general audience this morning in St Peter’s Square. Central in the hymn is the “figure of Christ in whom the work of God the Father is revealed and accomplished. In fact the each of the three principal verbs of this long and compact Canticle lead us to the Son” the Pope explained, commenting on the three principal expressions of the hymn. “God ‘chose us in him’: our vocation to holiness, as adopted children and therefore brothers and sisters of Christ. This gift which radically transforms our state as creatures is offered to us ‘through Jesus Christ’ , as part of God’s plan for salvation … the second verb denotes the gift of grace: ‘given to us in his Only Son the epiphany of the Father’s love which envelops and transforms us”. The object of the third verb is again grace “lavished upon us. So this is a verb of fullness we might say, judging by its original tenor of excess and unlimited and unreserved giving”.The Holy Father continued: “We come in this way to the infinite and glorious profundity of the mystery of God opened and revealed through grace to those who are called in grace and out of love since this revelation cannot be reached with mere human intelligence and capacities … The ‘mystery of God’s will’ has a centre destined to co-ordinate the whole being and the whole of history leading them to the fullness willed by God: it is ‘to sum up all things in Christ (Eph 1,10)”. In this “harmonious plan of the architecture of being and existing Christ rises up as head of the body of the Church, and also axis which recapitulates in itself ‘things on earth and things in heaven’.” (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 23/11/2005, righe 22, parole 363)

24 November 2005 - The Holy Father Pope Benedict XVI addresses 33rd UN Food and Agriculture Organisation Conference
VATICAN - “True progress is that alone which integrally safeguards the dignity of the human being and which enables each people to share its own spiritual and material resources for the benefit of all” the Holy Father Pope Benedict XVI addresses 33rd UN Food and Agriculture Organisation Conference

Vatican City (Fides Service) - Pope Benedict XVI has voiced “sincere appreciation” for the programmes which the Food and Agriculture Organisation of the United Nations has carried out in the past sixty years “defending with competence and professionalism the cause of man, beginning precisely with the basic right of each person to be "free of hunger.” The Pope was addressing a delegation of participants at the 33rd Conference of the Rome based FAO received in audience in the Sala Clementina in Vatican in the late morning of Thursday 24 November. The delegation was led by Conference chairman Mr Cao Duc Phat and FAO director general Mr Jacques Diouf.
“Humanity is presently experiencing a worrisome paradox: - the Pope said in his address -: side by side with ever new and positive advances in the areas of the economy, science and technology, we are witnessing a continuing increase of poverty… Today more than ever, there is a need for concrete, effective instruments for eliminating the potential for conflict between different cultural, ethnic and religious visions. There is a need to base international relations on respect for the person and on the cardinal principles of peaceful coexistence, fidelity to commitments undertaken and mutual acceptance by the peoples who make up the one human family. There is likewise a need to recognise that technical progress, necessary as it is, is not everything. True progress is that alone which integrally safeguards the dignity of the human being and which enables each people to share its own spiritual and material resources for the benefit of all.” The Holy Father mentioned the importance of helping native communities, “all too often subjected to undue appropriations aimed at profit - not forgetting - that some areas are subject to international measures and controls, millions of people are condemned to hunger, even outright starvation, in areas where violent conflicts are taking place, conflicts which public opinion tends to neglect because they are considered internal, ethnic or tribal. Yet these conflicts have seen human lives systematically eliminated, while people have been uprooted from their lands and at times forced, in order to flee certain death, to leave their precarious settlements in refugee camps..” The initiative of FAO to convene its Member States to discuss the issue of agrarian reform and rural development “is an encouraging sign”, the Holy Father stated. “This is not a new area, but one in which the Church has always shown interest, out of particular concern for small rural farmers who represent a significant part of the active population especially in developing countries”. Pope Benedict XVI said the one course of action “might be to ensure that rural populations receive the resources and tools which they need, beginning with education and training, as well as organisational structures capable of safeguarding small family farms and cooperatives ". Referring to a meeting in a few days time in Hong Kong for negotiations on international commerce, particularly with regard to farm products, the Pope said: “The Holy See is confident that a sense of responsibility and solidarity with the most disadvantaged will prevail, so that narrow interests and the logic of power will be set aside”. In particular the Pope stressed the urgency to support the rural family, “guardian of values and a natural agent of solidarity in relationships between the generations and to the role of rural women and at the same time to children for whom not only nutrition but also basic education must be assured.”. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 23/11/2005, righe 39, parole 550)

25 November 2005 - Pope Benedict XVI inaugurates academic year at the Università Cattolica del Sacro Cuore

VATICAN - Pope Benedict XVI inaugurates academic year at the Università Cattolica del Sacro Cuore: “This is the great challenge: to give life to a true Catholic university, one that excels for the quality of its research and teaching and, at the same time, for its faithfulness to the Gospel and to the Church's Magisterium”

Rome (Fides Service) - Pope Benedict XVI was present for the ceremony to inaugurate the new academic year at the Faculty of Medicine and Surgery, Università Cattolica del Sacro Cuore in Rome. “I would like the entire “Cattolica” family to feel united in the eyes of God at the beginning of this new lap of its journey of scientific and formative commitment” the Pope said in his address to teachers and students gathered in the Aula Magna. At the beginning of his address Benedict XVI recalled “the days charged with trepidation and emotion” when Pope John Paul II was admitted for the last time to the Gemelli Policlinic. “From his hospital rooms the Pope gave us all a matchless lesson on the meaning of Christian life and suffering, bearing personal witness to the truth of the Christian message”.  The Università Cattolica del Sacro Cuore, has five campuses and 14 faculties and about 40,000 students. Referring to the students the Pope asked “How do they leave? What culture did they find, assimilate, develop? This is the great challenge: ... to give life to a true Catholic university, one that excels for the quality of its research and teaching and, at the same time, for its faithfulness to the Gospel and to the Church's Magisterium,” underlining the validity of the University’s’ connection with the Holy See by means of the Toniolo Institute for High Studies “which anchors the University firmly to the See of Peter and the legacy of values left by the founders”.  With regard to the University’s ‘mission’ “to engage in scientific research and didactic activity following a cultural and formative programme at the service of the new generations and the human and Christian development of society”, the Pope mentioned the rich legacy of the teachings of Pope John Paul II. “He demonstrated that “Catholic” nature of the University far from being a hindrance is an asset”. “The University a great workshop in which, in keeping with the various disciplines, new lines of research are constantly being developed in a stimulating encounter between faith and reason, one that aims to recover the synthesis" between these two elements. This synthesis is "unfortunately contrasted by important currents of modern philosophy”. “As a consequence, ... the fundamental questions facing man - how to live and how to die - seem to be excluded from the realm of rationality and are left to that of subjectivity. The end result is that the question which gave rise to the university - that of truth and goodness - disappears, to be replaced by the question of feasibility. This then is the great challenge facing Catholic universities: to practice science within the horizon of a rationality different from that which dominates today, in keeping with a form of reason open to the transcendent, to God." The Holy Father recalled that the daily work of a Catholic university must be built on a combination of faith and science: “Is this not a fascinating adventure? Yes, because moving within this horizon of meaning we discover the intrinsic unity which connects the different branches of knowledge: theology, philosophy, medicine, the economy, every discipline, even the most specialised technologies, because everything is connected”.  Lastly the Pope encouraged those present to cast their nets “into the deep sea of knowledge trusting in the word of Christ... In the vast sea of culture Christ needs "fishers of men", well prepared people of conscience who put their professional expertise at the service of the Kingdom of God”. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 25/11/2005, righe 43, parole 587)

27 November 2005 - Angelus

VATICAN - “Advent is a time for Christians to increase their hope that it is possible with God’s help to build a new world” Pope Benedict XVI says at the Angelus

Vatican City (Fides Service) - Advent, “a season of great religious beauty intrinsic with hope and spiritual expectation”, was the theme of Pope Benedict XVI’s reflection before the midday Angelus prayer on 27 November, 1st Sunday of Advent. “Every time the Christian community prepares to commemorate the birth of the Redeemer - the Pope said -, it is filled with deep joy which it communicates to some extent to the rest of society. In Advent Christians live a twofold movement of the spirit: on the one hand they look to the final destination of their wandering in history, the glorious return of the Lord Jesus; on the other, recalling with emotion the birth in Bethlehem, they look fondly at the Christmas Nativity Scene. Christian hope looks to the future but is nevertheless rooted in an event of the past.” Referring to the Gospel of the first Sunday of Advent the Holy Father said it was important “to be ready to welcome the Lord when he unexpectedly comes”, because “the Christian community yearns for his manifestation and St Paul writing to the Corinthians encouraged them to trust in God’s faithfulness and to live in such a way as to be found ‘blameless’ on the day of the Lord’s coming”.  Lastly after saying that “Advent is a time for Christians to increase their hope that with God’s help it is possible to build a new world”, Pope Benedict XVI mentioned once again the Gaudium et spes Constitution of the Second Vatican Council “imbued with Christian hope”. Quoting chapter 39, the Pope said: “the expectation of a new earth must not weaken but rather stimulate our concern for cultivating this one. We will find the fruits of our labour in fact when Christ hands his eternal and universal kingdom to the Father. May Most Holy Mary, Woman of Advent, help us to be watchful and active in this season of grace as we await the Lord”. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 28/11/2005; righe 24, parole 342)

28 November 2005 - The Pope sends a message to young people in Holland for the 1st National Catholic Youth Day

VATICAN - The Pope sends a message to young people in Holland for the 1st National Catholic Youth Day: “I encourage you to turn every day to the Lord who desires nothing but your true happiness”

Vatican City (Fides Service) -Pope Benedict XVI sent a message to young Dutch participants in the first National Day of Catholic Youth, celebrated in Nieuwegein, Netherlands, on November 27 in which he said “With this message dear young people I wish to be present among you in spirit and I assure you that I accompany you in prayer.... You have gathered today at the invitation of your Bishops and this is an important sign for Dutch society. It means you are not afraid to say you are Christians and to bear witness in public.” He reminded the young people that the main purpose of their gathering was to “encounter the Lord Jesus Christ” and to share the experience of World Youth Day in August in Germany, at which many Dutch young people were present. “Dear friends, Jesus is your true friend and Lord, enter into a relationship of true friendship with Him. He awaits you, and only in Him will you find happiness. How easy it is to content oneself with superficial pleasures, ... to live only for oneself in the apparent enjoyment of life. But sooner or later one becomes aware that this is not true happiness, because true happiness is much deeper and is only to be found in Jesus”.  Benedict XVI calls on the young people “to turn every day to the Lord who desires nothing but your true happiness”, and to have with him an intense and continual relationship ” through the prayer of the Rosary, “learn the art of prayer with the simplicity and profundity of Mary”, participation in the Eucharist, adoration kneeling in front of the tabernacle , the celebration of the sacrament of Reconciliation. “What a wonderful opportunity the Lord offers us with this Sacrament to renew ourselves inwardly and advance in our Christian life! I encourage you to take the opportunity frequently!” “If you follow Jesus, you never feel alone because you are part of the Church, which is a great family in which you can grow in true friendship with so many brothers and sisters in the faith, scattered in every corner of the world. Jesus needs you to 'renew' modern society.” The Pope encourages the young people to learn more about the faith, “even though in the eyes of the world it may seem a message which is not easy to accept”, to be active in the parish, in church movements and associations “to experience with other young people the joy of being followers of Christ”. The Pope concludes his Message with assurances of his prayers for the young people meeting in Nieuwegein, in the hope that they "generously welcome the call of the Lord. ... Only by responding positively to His call, however demanding it may seem, is it possible to find happiness and peace of heart”. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 29/11/2005 - Righe 31, Parole 451)

28 November 2005 - Pope Benedict XVI calls for resolve to help Sudan

VATICAN - Pope Benedict XVI calls for resolve to help Sudan: “Today, I add my voice to the cry of the suffering and assure you that the Holy See, together with the Apostolic Nuncio in Khartoum, will continue to do everything possible to end the cycle of violence and misery"

Vatican City (Fides Service) - On 28 November Pope Benedict XVI launched for Sudan when he received Cardinal Gabriel Zubeir Wako, archbishop of Khartoum, Sudan, accompanied by a group of Sudanese pilgrims. The Pope addressed some brief words to the group, expressing his concern for the situation in the country, which has recently emerged from a prolonged period of armed conflict. “I wish to reassure you of my prayers and deep concern for the peaceful development of civil and ecclesial life in your nation” the Pope said.  “The cessation of the civil war and the enactment of a new Constitution have brought hope to the long suffering people of Sudan - the Pope said - While there have been setbacks along the path of reconciliation… there now exists an unprecedented opportunity and indeed duty for the Church to contribute significantly to the process of forgiveness and national reconstruction. Though a minority, Catholics have much to offer through inter-religious dialogue as well as the provision of greatly needed social services. I encourage you therefore to take the necessary initiatives to realise Christ’s healing presence in these ways”.
The Pope said the “horror of events unfolding in Darfur, to which my beloved predecessor Pope John Paul II referred on many occasions”, points to the need “for a stronger international resolve to ensure security and basic human rights”. At the end of his address, Benedict XVI launched another appeal for Sudan and confirmed the Holy See’s commitment in this regard: “Today, I add my voice to the cry of the suffering and assure you that the Holy See, together with the Apostolic Nuncio in Khartoum, will continue to do everything possible to end the cycle of violence and misery”. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 29/11/2005, righe 22, parole 303)

29 November 2005 - Pope Benedict XVI grants plenary indulgence to mark 40th anniversary of the closing of the Second Vatican Council

VATICAN - Pope Benedict XVI grants plenary indulgence to mark 40th anniversary of the closing of the Second Vatican Council December 8 feast of Immaculate Conception

Vatican City (Fides Service) - December 8 will mark 40 years since the closing of the Second Vatican Council. For this important anniversary Pope Benedict XVI will grant a special plenary indulgence. “On this Solemnity, the Supreme Pontiff Benedict XVI, when he renders public homage of praise to Mary Immaculate, has the heartfelt desire that the entire Church should join with him, so that all the faithful, united in the name of the common Mother, become ever stronger in the faith, adhere with greater devotion to Christ, and love their brothers with more fervent charity. From here - as Vatican Council II very wisely taught - arise works of mercy towards the needy, observance of justice, and the defence of and search for peace.” According to the decree signed by Cardinal James Francis Stafford, penitentiary major of the Apostolic Penitentiary the plenary indulgence may be gained “under the usual conditions (sacramental Confession, Eucharistic communion and prayer in keeping with the intentions of the Supreme Pontiff), with the soul completely removed from attachment to any form of sin, on the forthcoming Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception, by the faithful if they participate in a sacred function in honour of the Virgin, or at least offer open testimony of Marian devotion before an image of Mary Immaculate exposed for public veneration, adding the recitation of the Our Father and of the Creed, and some invocation to the Blessed Virgin Mary.” The document concludes by recalling that faithful who "through illness or other just cause," are unable to participate in a public ceremony or to venerate an image of the Virgin, "may obtain a Plenary Indulgence in their own homes, or wherever they may be, if, with the soul completely removed from any form of sin, and with the intention of observing the aforesaid conditions as soon as possible, they unite themselves in spirit and in desire to the Supreme Pontiff's intentions in prayer to Mary Immaculate, and recite the Our Father and the Creed."”. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 30/11/2005, righe 22, parole 302)

30 November 2005 - Message from Pope Benedict XVI to His Holiness Bartholomew I Archbishop of Constantinople Ecumenical Patriarch
VATICAN - Message from Pope Benedict XVI to His Holiness Bartholomew I Archbishop of Constantinople Ecumenical Patriarch on the occasion of the Feast of St Andrew the Apostle: “the Catholic Church remains irrevocably committed to promoting all suitable and helpful initiatives to strengthen charity, solidarity and theological dialogue between us.”

Vatican City (Fides Service) - On the occasion of the Feast of Saint Andrew 30 November Pope Benedict XVI entrusted to a Delegation of the Holy See which will be present on 30 November in the patriarchal church of St George in Fanar, a message for His Holiness Bartholomew I Archbishop of Constantinople Ecumenical Patriarch. The Holy See delegation is presided by Cardinal Walter Kasper president of the Pontifical Council for the Promotion of Christian Unity.
In his message the Holy Father expresses his affection in the Lord and his prayers for Patriarch Bartholomew and the “fervent hope for an even deeper communion which will overcome those obstacles remaining between us and enable us to celebrate together the Holy Eucharist, the one sacrifice of Christ for the life of the world.”. Recalling the 40th anniversary (7 December 1965) the day on which Pope Paul VI and Patriarch Athenagoras, dissatisfied with what had occurred in 1054, decided together at Rome and Constantinople to cancel from the Church’s memory the sentence of ex-communication which had been pronounced, the Pope said the event “became the basis of a renewed relationship marked by reciprocal respect and reconciliation”.  The cancellation of reciprocal excommunications “marked the beginning of a new season of ecclesial life, a season of dialogue, which has seen significant progress yet remains challenged to continue the rigorous pursuit of its much cherished goals” the Holy Father continues and adds that a source of satisfaction is resumed theological dialogue after some years of interval: the Pope prays it may be fruitful certain that no effort will be spared in this intent. Lastly the Pope assures the Patriarch the Holy Synod, “and through you all the Orthodox Churches, that the Catholic Church remains irrevocably committed to promoting all suitable and helpful initiatives to strengthen charity, solidarity and theological dialogue between us.”. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 30/11/2005 - Righe 21, Parole 300)

30 November 2005 - General Audience

VATICAN - Pope Benedict XVI explains Psalm 136: “This heartfelt call on the Lord to free his people from slavery in Babylon, expresses well the sentiments of hope and expectancy with which we have started our Advent journey” - Appeal on World AIDS day

Vatican City (Fides Service) - During the weekly Wednesday audience in St Peter’s Square on November 30, Pope Benedict XVI explained the meaning of Psalm 136 which speaks of the Jewish people’s tragic experience of the destruction of Jerusalem and deportation to Babylon.
“This is a national song of grief marked by a thirsting and longing for what is lost - the Pope said -. This heartfelt call on the Lord to free his people from slavery in Babylon, expresses well the sentiments of hope and expectancy with which we have started our Advent journey”.
In first part of the psalm, a description of the land of exile, “is almost a symbolic foreshadowing of the death camps in which, last century, the Jewish people underwent the infamous operation of extermination that has remained as an indelible mark of shame in the history of humanity.” The second part instead is “filled with love and yearning for Zion, the city which is lost but lives in the hearts of the exiled”. Acute grieving for the native land renders impossible any expression of joy. “God who is the final arbiter of history will understand and hear in his justice the cries of the victims despite the harsh tones they sometimes assume," he went on.”.
The Holy Father quoted Saint Augustine’s comment on the Psalm and said “even among persecutors, non believers, there are some … who have a sort of faith and hope as far as it is possible in the circumstances in which they live. With faith in an unknown reality they are journeying towards the true Jerusalem, towards Christ”. And he concluded asking those present to pray that God may awaken “this longing, this openness to God, and that even those who do no know Christ may be touched by his love, so that all together we make this pilgrimage to the eternal City and that the light of this City may appear in our day and in our world”.
At the end of the audience after greetings in different languages the Pope said: “Tomorrow is December 1, World AIDS Day. World AIDS Day is an initiative of the United Nations that aims to draw attention to the scourge of AIDS, and to invite the international community to a renewed commitment to prevent the disease and to assist those who suffer from it. The statistics are truly alarming! Closely following Christ's example, the Church has always considered the cure of the sick as an integral part of her mission. Therefore I encourage the many initiatives promoted, especially by ecclesial communities, to eradicate this sickness, and I feel close to AIDS sufferers and their families, invoking upon them the help and comfort of the Lord." (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 1/12/2005, righe 34, parole 500)

VERBA PONTIFICIS 

Advent
“We should ask ourselves what does "coming of the Lord" mean? In Greek it is "parousia", in Latin "adventus", "advent", "coming". What is this "coming"? Does it involve us or not? To understand the meaning of this word, hence, of the Apostle's prayer for this community and for communities of all times - also for us - we must look at the person through whom the coming of the Lord was uniquely brought about:  the Virgin Mary. Mary belonged to that part of the People of Israel who in Jesus' time were waiting with heartfelt expectation for the Saviour's coming. And from the words and acts recounted in the Gospel, we can see how she truly lived steeped in the Prophets' words; she entirely expected the Lord's coming. She could not, however, have imagined how this coming would be brought about. Perhaps she expected a coming in glory. The moment when the Archangel Gabriel entered her house and told her that the Lord, the Saviour, wanted to take flesh in her, wanted to bring about his coming through her, must have been all the more surprising to her. We can imagine the Virgin's apprehension. Mary, with a tremendous act of faith and obedience, said "yes":  "I am the servant of the Lord". And so it was that she became the "dwelling place" of the Lord, a true "temple" in the world and a "door" through which the Lord entered upon the earth. We have said that this coming was unique:  "the" coming of the Lord. Yet there is not only the final coming at the end of time:  in a certain sense the Lord always wants to come through us. And he knocks at the door of our hearts:  are you willing to give me your flesh, your time, your life? 
This is the voice of the Lord who also wants to enter our epoch, he wants to enter human life through us. He also seeks a living dwelling place in our personal lives. This is the coming of the Lord. Let us once again learn this in the season of Advent:  the Lord can also come among us.”(26 November 2005 - First Vespers of the First Sunday of Advent)

“We might say that Advent is the season in which Christians must rekindle in their hearts the hope that they will be able with God's help to renew the world. In this regard I would also like to remember today the Constitution of the Second Vatican Council, Gaudium et Spes, on the Church in the Modern World: it is a text deeply imbued with Christian hope. I am referring in particular to n. 39, entitled "New Heavens and a New Earth". In it we read: "We are taught that God is preparing a new dwelling and a new earth in which righteousness dwells (cf. II Cor 5:2; II Pt 3:13).... Far from diminishing our concern to develop this earth, the expectancy of a new earth should spur us on, for it is here that the body of a new human family grows". Indeed, we will find the good fruits of our hard work when Christ delivers to the Father his eternal and universal Kingdom. May Mary Most Holy, Virgin of Advent, obtain that we live this time of grace in a watchful and hardworking way while we await the Lord. (27 November 2005 – Angelus)

Charity
“We fix our gaze on the serene face of the faithful person who "open-handed, gives to the poor", and we listen to the words of Clement of Alexandria, the third-century Father of the Church who commented on an affirmation of the Lord that is difficult to understand. In the parable of the unjust steward, the expression appears according to which we must do good with "unjust money". From there arises the question: are money and wealth unjust in themselves, or what does the Lord wish to say? Clement of Alexandria explains this parable very well in his homily "What rich man can be saved?", and he states: Jesus "declares unjust by nature any possession one has for oneself as one's own good and does not make it available for those who need it; rather, he declares that from this injustice it is possible to accomplish a just and praiseworthy work, giving relief to one of those little ones who have an eternal dwelling-place near the Father (cf. Mt 10: 42; 18: 10)" (31, 6; Collana di Testi Patristici, CXLVIII, Rome, 1999, pp. 56-57). Addressing the reader, Clement warns: "See in the first place that he has not ordered you to ask, nor wait to be asked, but you yourself search out those who are worth being listened to, insofar as they are disciples of the Saviour" (31, 7: ibid., p. 57). Then, citing another biblical text, he comments: "Beautiful, therefore, is the saying of the Apostle: "God loves a cheerful giver' (II Cor 9: 7), who enjoys giving and does not sparingly sow, so as to reap in the same way; instead, he shares without ramifications and distinctions and sorrow: this is authentic of doing good" (31, 8: ibid.). (2 November 2005 – General Audience)
Pro Life
 “The people of our time, whose sensitivity, moreover, has been heightened by the terrible events that have clouded the 20th century and the beginning of the 21st, easily understand that human dignity cannot be identified with the genes of the human being's DNA and is not diminished by the possible presence of physical differences or genetic defects. The principle of "non-discrimination" on the basis of physical or genetic factors has deeply penetrated consciences and is formally spelled out in the charters of human rights. The truest foundation of this principle lies in the dignity inherent in every human person because he or she is created in the image and likeness of God (cf. Gn 1: 26). What is more, a serene analysis of scientific data leads to a recognition of the presence of this dignity in every phase of human life, starting from the very moment of conception. The Church proclaims and proposes this truth not only with the authority of the Gospel, but also with the power that derives from reason. This is precisely why she feels duty bound to appeal to every person of good will in the certainty that the acceptance of these truths cannot but benefit individuals and society. Indeed, it is necessary to preserve ourselves from the risks of a science and technology that claim total autonomy from the moral norms inscribed in the nature of the human being.” (19 November 2005 - Address of his Holiness Benedict XVI to the participants at the 20th International Conference organised by the Pontifical Council for health pastoral care on the theme of the human genome)
“Today's scientific discoveries affect family life, involving families in unexpected and sensitive decisions that require responsible treatment. Pastoral work in the field of health care thus needs properly trained and competent advisers. This gives some idea of the complex and demanding management needed in this area today. In the face of these growing needs in pastoral care, as the Church continues to trust in the light of the Gospel and the power of Grace, she urges those responsible to study a proper methodology in order to help individuals, families and society, combining faithfulness and dialogue, theological study and the ability for mediation. In this, she sets great store especially by the contribution of all, such as you who are gathered here to take part in this International Conference and who have at heart the fundamental values that support human coexistence. I gladly take this opportunity to express to you all my grateful appreciation for your contribution in a sector so important for the future of humanity. With these sentiments, I invoke from the Lord an abundance of enlightenment on your work, and as a testimony of my esteem and affection, I impart a special Blessing to you all.” (19 November 2005 - Address of his Holiness Benedict XVI to the participants at the 20th International Conference organised 
by the Pontifical Council for health pastoral care on the theme of the human genome)

“I then greet the representatives of the Italian National Anti-Usury Council, which is commemorating its 10th anniversary. Dear friends, the presence of so many of you gives me the opportunity to express my deep appreciation for the courageous and generous work you do for families and individuals affected by the deplorable social scourge of usury. I hope that many people will rally to support your praiseworthy commitment to its prevention, to solidarity and to education in the legal issues involved.” (23 November 2005 – General Audience)
God is at hand
“We have here a concise summary that portrays the deep, personal bond established by the Creator with his creature. With this relationship, God does not appear in the Bible as an impassive and implacable Lord against whose mysterious power it is useless to struggle. Instead, he shows himself as a person who loves his creatures, watches over them, follows them on their way through history and suffers because of the infidelities with which the people often oppose his hesed, his merciful and fatherly love. The first visible sign of this divine love, says the Psalmist, is to be sought in creation and then in history. The gaze, full of admiration and wonder, will rest first of all on creation:  the skies, the earth, the seas, the sun, the moon and the stars.” (9 November 2005 – General Audience)
“Consequently, we rise from the works of creation to the greatness of God and to his loving mercy. This is what we are taught by the Fathers of the Church, in whose voices resound the constant Christian Tradition. Thus, St Basil the Great, in one of the initial pages of his first homily on the Hexaemeron, where he comments on the creation narrative in the first chapter of Genesis, pauses to consider God's wise action and is brought to recognise God's goodness as the dynamic centre of creation. The following are several sayings from the long reflection of the Holy Bishop of Caesarea of Cappadocia: ""In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth'. My words give way, overwhelmed by wonder at this thought" (1, 2, 1:  Sulla Genesi [Omelie sull'Esamerone], Milan, 1990, pp. 9, 11).In fact, even if some, "deceived by the atheism they bore within them, imagined that the universe lacked guidance and order, at the mercy as it were of chance", the sacred author instead "immediately enlightened our minds with the Name of God at the beginning of the account, saying:  "In the beginning... God created...'. And what beauty there is in this order!" (1, 2, 3:  ibid., p. 11). 

"So if the world has a beginning and has been created, it seeks the One who gave it being and is its Creator.... Moses prepared you with his teaching, impressing in our souls as a seal and amulet the Most Holy Name of God, when he says:  "In the beginning God created'. Blessed nature, goodness exempt from envy, the one who is the object of love to all reasonable beings, beauty in addition to everything else that is desirable, the principle of beings, the source of life, the light of the mind, inaccessible wisdom, in brief, it is he who "in the beginning created the heavens and the earth'" (1, 2, 6-7:  ibid., p. 13).” (9 November 2005 – General Audience)

“Thus, at the beginning of his treatise The Works of Charity and Alms, St Cyprian, a third-century martyr, contemplates with wonder the acts that God accomplished for his people through Christ his Son, and finally bursts into passionate recognition of his mercy. "Dearest brothers, many and great are God's benefits, which the generous and copious goodness of God the Father and of Christ has accomplished and will always accomplish for our salvation. In fact, to preserve us, to give us a new life and to be able to redeem us, the Father sent the Son; the Son, who was sent, wanted to be called also Son of Man, to make us become children of God; he humbled himself to raise the people who were first lying on the ground, was wounded to heal our wounds, he became a slave to lead us, who were slaves, to freedom. He accepted death to be able to offer immortality to mortals. These are the many and great gifts of divine mercy" (1: Trattati: Collana di Testi Patristici, CLXXV, Rome, 2004, p. 108). (16 November 2005 – General Audience)
Family

“I greet affectionately the representatives of the Italian National Association of Large Families. Your welcome presence offers me the opportunity to underline the centrality of the family, founding cell of society and the place where life is welcomed and served. In present day society large families testify faith, courage, optimism because without children there is no future! I hope there will be further suitable social and legislative interventions to support large families which are a source of richness and hope for the whole country” (2 November 2005 –general audience). 
Mission
"Christ:  Alpha and Omega" is the title of the closing paragraph of Part I of the Pastoral Constitution Gaudium et Spes of the Second Vatican Council, promulgated 40 years ago. In that beautiful passage which borrows some words from the Servant of God Pope Paul VI, we read:  "The Lord is the goal of human history, the focal point of the desires of history and civilisation, the centre of mankind, the joy of all hearts and the fulfilment of all aspirations. It is he whom the Father raised from the dead, exalted and placed at his right hand, constituting him judge of the living and the dead. Animated and drawn together in his Spirit we press onwards on our journey towards the consummation of history which fully corresponds to the plan of his love:  "to unite all things in him, things in Heaven and things on earth'" (Gaudium et Spes, n. 45). In light of the centrality of Christ, Gaudium et Spes interprets the condition of contemporary men and women, their vocation and their dignity, and also the milieus in which they live:  the family, culture, the economy, politics, the international community. This is the Church's mission, yesterday, today and for ever:  to proclaim and witness to Christ so that the human being, every human being, may totally fulfil his or her vocation.” (20 November 2005 – Angelus) 

Sacred Scripture
“On 18 November 1965, the Second Vatican Ecumenical Council approved the Dogmatic Constitution on Divine Revelation Dei Verbum. This Document is one of the pillars on which the entire Council is built. It addresses Revelation and its transmission, the inspiration and interpretation of Sacred Scripture and its fundamental importance in the life of the Church. 

Gathering the fruits of the theological renewal that preceded it, Vatican II put Christ at the centre, presenting him as "both the mediator and the sum total of Revelation" (n. 2). Indeed, the Lord Jesus, the Word made flesh who died and rose, brought to completion the work of salvation, consisting of deeds and words, and fully manifested the face and will of God so that no new public revelation is to be expected until his glorious return (cf. n. 3). The Apostles and their successors, the Bishops, are depositories of the message that Christ entrusted to his Church so that it might be passed on in its integrity to all generations. Sacred Scripture of the Old and New Testaments and sacred Tradition contain this message, whose understanding develops in the Church with the help of the Holy Spirit. This same Tradition makes known the integral canon of the sacred Books. It makes them directly understandable and operative so that God, who has spoken to the Patriarchs and Prophets, does not cease to speak to the Church and through her, to the world.” (6 November 2005 – Angelus)
“The Church does not live for herself but for the Gospel, and it is always in the Gospel that she finds the direction for her journey. The conciliar Constitution Dei Verbum emphasized appreciation for the Word of God, which developed into a profound renewal for the life of the Ecclesial Community, especially in preaching, catechesis, theology, spirituality and ecumenical relations. Indeed, it is the Word of God which guides believers, through the action of the Holy Spirit, towards all truth (cf. Jn 16: 13). Among the many fruits of this biblical springtime I would like to mention the spread of the ancient practice of Lectio divina or "spiritual reading" of Sacred Scripture. It consists in pouring over a biblical text for some time, reading it and rereading it, as it were, "ruminating" on it as the Fathers say and squeezing from it, so to speak, all its "juice", so that it may nourish meditation and contemplation and, like water, succeed in irrigating life itself. One condition for Lectio divina is that the mind and heart be illumined by the Holy Spirit, that is, by the same Spirit who inspired the Scriptures, and that they be approached with an attitude of "reverential hearing". (6 November 2005 – Angelus)
Saints and Blessed
The solemnity of All Saints “gives us a taste of the joy of belonging to the great family of the friends of God” Pope Benedict XVI said before reciting the Angelus prayer with people gathered in St Peter’s Square on All Saints Day November 1, (a bank holiday in Italy). The Pope said “To become a saint means to become what we are, elevated in Jesus Christ to the dignity of adoptive sons and daughters of God” … those who believe in Christ, the Son of God are born again ‘from heaven’, generated again by the power of the Holy Spirit. This mystery comes about in the sacrament of Baptism with which Mother Church brings ‘saints’ into the world.” 

The feast of All Saints is followed by All Souls Day. “The new life received in Baptism is not subject to corruption or the power of death. For those who live in Christ death is the passing from the earthly pilgrimage to our heavenly homeland where the Father welcomes all his children” the Pope said, recalling the close spiritual bonds which bind the faithful departed and those who are still pilgrims in earth. “A mysterious but real bond nourished by prayer and participation in the sacrament of the Eucharist. In the mystical Body of Christ the souls of the faithful meet overstepping the barrier of death, they pray for each other and in charity realise an intimate, exchange of gifts”. 

 (1 November 2005 – Angelus). 

 “May these days of reflection and prayer be for you, dear young people, an invitation to imitate the heroism of the saints, who spent their lives for God and neighbour. May they be a consolation for you, dear sick people, associated with the mystery of Christ's passion. May they be a favourable occasion for you, dear newly-weds, to understand ever better that you are called to witness by your reciprocal fidelity to the love with which God encompasses every person. (2 November 2005 – General Audience)

“Dear Brothers and Sisters, Today, the 33rd Sunday in Ordinary Time, we have the joy of venerating three new Blessed:  Charles de Foucauld, priest; Maria Pia Mastena, Foundress of the Institute of the Sisters of the Holy Face; and Maria Crocifissa Curcio, Foundress of the Carmelite Missionary Sisters of St Thérèse of the Child Jesus, three people who in different ways dedicated their lives to Christ and presented anew to every Christian the sublime ideal of holiness. I cordially greet you all, dear friends, who have come from various parts of the world to take part in this solemn expression of faith. I greet in particular Cardinal José Saraiva Martins, Prefect of the Congregation for the Causes of Saints, and thank him for presiding at the Eucharistic celebration, during which he read out the Apostolic Letter with which I added these Servants of God to the Roll of Blessed…Dear brothers and sisters, let us thank the Lord for the gift of these new Blessed and do our utmost to imitate their examples of holiness. May their intercession help us to live in fidelity to Christ and to his Church. I accompany these wishes with the assurance of my cordial remembrance in prayer, while I impart my Apostolic Blessing to all of you present here and to all your loved ones.” (13 November 2005 - Address of his Holiness Benedict XVI to pilgrims at the end of the Beatification of the Servants of God Charles De Foucauld, Maria Pia Mastena and Maria Crocifissa Curcio) 
“The beatification this morning in St Peter’s Basilica of Charles De Foucauld, Maria Pia Mastena and Maria Crocifissa Curcio confirms once again what was said by the Second Vatican Council that  “all the baptised are called to perfection in the Christian life: priests, religious and lay people, each according to their own specific vocation”.” (13 November 2005 – Angelus) 
“The decree affirmed “that ‘the fecundity of lay apostolate depends on their vital union with  Christ’, that is on a robust spirituality, nourished by active participation in the Liturgy and expressed in the style of the Beatitudes – the Pope said - . Of great importance for the laity, are professional competence, sense of family, a civic sense and social virtues. If it is true they are called individually to render personal witness, particularly important there where the Church’s freedom meets impediments, nevertheless the Council insists on the importance of organised apostolate, necessary to influence general mentality, social conditions and institutions”. The Fathers of the Council encouraged the many associations of lay people insisting also on their formation for the apostolate. The vocation and mission of the laity was the theme of the Synod of Bishops in  1987 which led to the publication of the post-synodal exhortation Christifideles laici (13 November 2005 – Angelus) 
Science
“The Catholic University is therefore a vast laboratory where, in accordance with the different disciplines, ever new areas of research are developed in a stimulating confrontation between faith and reason that aims to recover the harmonious synthesis achieved by Thomas Aquinas and other great Christian thinkers, a synthesis that is unfortunately challenged by important currents of modern philosophy. 

The consequence of this contestation has been that, as a criterion of rationality, empirical proof by experimentation has become ever more exclusive. The fundamental human questions - how to live and how to die - thus appear to be excluded from the context of rationality and are left to the sphere of subjectivity. Consequently, the issue that brought universities into being - the question of the true and the good - in the end disappears to be replaced by the question of feasibility. 
This then is the great challenge to Catholic Universities:  to impart knowledge in the perspective of true rationality, different from that of today which largely prevails, in accordance with a reason open to the question of the truth and to the great values inscribed in being itself, hence, open to the transcendent, to God. 

We now know that this is possible precisely in the light of the revelation of Christ, who united in himself God and man, eternity and time, spirit and matter. "In the beginning was the Word", the Logos, creative reason... and "the Word became flesh" (Jn 1: 1, 14). The divine Logos, eternal reason, is the origin of the universe and was united once and for all with humanity, the world and history, in Christ. In the light of this capital truth of faith and of reason at the same time, it was once again possible, in 2000, to combine faith and knowledge. The daily work of a Catholic University, I should say, takes place on this basis. Is this not an exciting adventure? Yes, it is, because one discovers, moving within this horizon of meaning, the intrinsic unity that links the different branches of knowledge:  theology, philosophy, medicine, economics, every discipline, even the most specialised technologies, since everything is connected. Choosing a Catholic University means choosing this approach which, despite the inevitable historical limitations, characterises the European culture, for whose formation the Universities were, not for nothing, born historically "ex corde Ecclesiae" [from the heart of the Church] and have made a fundamental contribution.” ( 25 November 2005 - Inauguration of the Academic Year at the Catholic University of the Sacred Heart)
“I should like to state that I also have very much at heart the "Paul VI International Scientific Institute for Research on Human Fertility and Infertility" for responsible procreation (cf. L'Osservatore Romano English edition, 22 November 2000, p. 7). Indeed, because of its institutional goals, it is presented as an eloquent example of that synthesis of truth and love which constitutes the vital centre of Catholic culture. The Institute, which came into being in response to the appeal launched by Pope Paul VI in the Encyclical Humanae Vitae, suggested giving a stable scientific basis both to the natural regulation of human fertility and to the commitment to overcome possible infertility using natural methods. As I make my own my venerable Predecessor's grateful appreciation for this scientific initiative, I hope that it will be able to find the support it needs to carry out its important research activities.” (25 November 2005 - Inauguration of the Academic Year at the Catholic University of the Sacred Heart)

INTERVENTUS SUPER QUAESTIONES

Charity
Islamabad (Fides Service)- One month after the earthquake in Pakistan, the United Nations High Commission for Refugees UNHCR is preparing to assist the exodus of people from the most remote valleys spurred on by the fact that roads have been cleared and Winter is arriving. Clear roads means on the one hand UNHCR can send aid to the remote areas let the people who want to find assistance elsewhere. As temperatures begin to fall the second option is an important possibility for tens of thousands of people. So far UNHCR has distributed 10,000 family tents, thousands of plastic sheets, blankets, water cans and other prime necessities. At present there are 18 camps hosting 32,000 people. The camps were put up by the government with the technical help of UNHCR and partners. Besides official camps there are hundreds of spontaneous settlements where living conditions are very different. Pakistan officials asked UNHCR to help the army guarantee better planning of these spontaneous sites, particular those around Muzaffarabad. In the meantime NATO vehicles have delivered the foreseen 860 tons of UNHCR humanitarian aid from the deposit in Turkey. This demanded a major airlift started on 19 October with a total 68 flights from participating NATO countries - Turkey, France, UK, USA, Denmark, Italy e Greece. NATO and UNHCR agreed to continue the airlift with a second stage started last night which will transport over 800 tons of aid from UNHCR deposits in Turkey, Jordan and Denmark. UNHCR plans to send Pakistan another 320,000 blankets, 30,00 mattresses, 1,000 family tents and other material. About 300 tons of aid will come from UNHCR deposits in Turkey and the Turkish government has made trucks and personnel available to take the aid from the storehouse in Iskenderun to Incirlik base. Since the quake on 8 October UNHCR has transported to Pakistan over 2,000 tons of humanitarian aid from its deposits all over the world. Besides the joint NATO-UNHCR airlift, UNHCR sent 14 loads of material from deposits in Afghanistan and Iran and will send 40,000 blankets from India. Despite this activity the needs are still great and available resources restricted. The government of Pakistan said it needs 241,000 more tents and 3.8 million blankets. Of this vast amount UNHCR will supply 500,00 blankets and 20,000 family tents. The agency is trying to find other material but its efforts are hampered by scarcity of funds. UNHCR immediate needs amount to 18 million dollars for the month of November alone. This sum would allow UNHCR to complete 30 camps which are hosting 150,000 people. (L.M.) (Agenzia Fides 9/11/2005 righe 45 parole 554)

Dialogue
Mandalay (Fides Service) - “Let us love one another” was the theme of a recent series of ecumenical meetings in Mandalay promoted jointly by Catholics and Protestants to promote dialogue and send a message of peace and reconciliation to other believers and to all the people of Myanmar.
The meetings follow numerous ecumenical initiatives in recent years since the history making inter-religious Day of Prayer for Peace in Assisi convoked by John Paul II in 1986. In Mandalay Christians of different denominations meet at least once a year to relive and prolong the ‘spirit of Assisi’ a spirit of brotherhood, peace, tolerance, important in Myanmar today afflicted by political, ethnic and social tension. Catholics, Lutherans, Anglicans, Methodists and Baptists discussed how to improve communication and reciprocal knowledge among the different local Christian communities and with followers of other religions as a means to foster national reconciliation and peace.
The meetings culminated with an ecumenical prayer service in Sacred Heart Cathedral Mandalay with the fervent participation of all the different Christians and also many non Christians. In Myanmar Christians are 6% of a population of about 48 million mainly Buddhist and 4% Muslim.
Prayers were also said for national reconciliation and unity just when the military government announced that work is to be resumed on Myanmar’s new Constitution. It was announced that the work of drafting the new Constitution will start on 5 December. However the international community appears to be sceptical given the present situation of a scarcity of respect for human rights in Myanmar. (PA) (Agenzia Fides 4/11/2005 righe 23 parole 265)

New Delhi (Fides Service) - “Use the extraordinary power of love to counter violence and hatred”: this advice was offered by Archbishop Pedro Lopez Quintana Papal Nuncio in India during a recent first visit to the travailed northern states of Nagaland and Manipur.The Nuncio was warmly welcomed by the civil authorities and with them he discussed the need to restore peace in the region afflicted by social and ethnic conflict and promote social well-being. In Nagaland state the archbishop visited the diocese of Kohima which has the same area as the state. “Surrounded by a situation of violence you are called to be builders of peace”, the Nuncio told some 7,000 Catholics gathered in Kohima cathedral. “You know we are all responsible for building peace in the world. Respond to blind violence and inhuman hatred with the extraordinary power of love. Forgive those who offend you. Do not let yourselves be dragged into manifestations of nationalism, racism and intolerance” the archbishop said.In Nagaland, the home of the Naga majority, there has been a strong separatist movement for the past fifty years. In the last thirty years a campaign for independence triggered conflict with other minority groups and clashes with the Indian army causing the deaths of at least 100,000 people. At the moment Naga representatives and government authorities are holding talks. After Nagaland the Nuncio was given a warm welcome in Manipur where he took part in celebrations for the 25th anniversary of the creation of Imphal archdiocese. In his address to Catholics and other Christians the Pope’s representative said all Christians should work together to restore peace and harmony among the local people.(PA) (Agenzia Fides 7/11/2005 righe 25 parole 257)

Jerusalem (Fides Service) - Promote good relations with the people of Israel, support Christians in the Holy Land were two questions brought to international attention by Franciscan Fr Artemio Vitores, Order of Friars Minor, Vicar of the Holy Land Custodian in Jerusalem on the occasion of Israeli president Moshe Katsav’s visit to the Vatican. Fr. Vitores said: “Pope Benedict XVI is doing very well. His actions speak clearly. Christians must continue to rediscover their roots in Judaism and build ever better relations with the Jews our elder brothers. President Katsav’s visit to the Vatican is part of the framework of good relations between Israel and the Holy See. This theme will be fundamental. The climate of good relations is felt also in the Holy Land with increasing efforts to reach better mutual understanding between Jews and Christians which will bring reciprocal spiritual, social benefits and also economic with a flow of pilgrimages”. The Franciscan continued: “However we must speak of the situation in Bethlehem. Recently the Israeli authorities increased control at Jerusalem border check points creating difficulties for the local people, the friars and for pilgrims. Not forgetting the open question of the Shrine of the Upper Room. A solution appeared to be in sight but now seems less sure”. “On this occasion - said Fr Vitores - we Christians in the Holy Land have a message for the world, the world authorities, Christians all over the world; “help us keep Bethlehem where Christians are ever fewer. In 1965 Christians were the majority, today we are less than 12%. In recent years impoverished by economic, social and religious difficulties at least 3,000 Christians have left Bethlehem in search of better prospects. There is a danger that Christians may disappear from Bethlehem altogether. We Franciscans do our best but the situation is serious! We want all Christians, all believers to know that conditions here are getting worse every day. Bethlehem is where Christ was born, the place of the Incarnation, a fundamental mystery of our faith. Bethlehem is our heart, the heart of all Christians. Help us to save this Holy Place!”.
(PA) (Agenzia Fides 17/11/2005 righe 29 parole 298)

Moscow (Fides Service) - Speaking at a conference ‘Islam and Christianity: on the path of dialogue’ held in Moscow, 24 November, to mark the 40th anniversary of the Vatican II Declaration Nostra aetate on Relations with non Christian Religions, Catholic Archbishop Tadeusz Kondrusiewicz said “we are convinced that the presence of other Christian confessions in the Inter-religious Council of Russia has broadened its sphere of activity giving it greater dynamism and rendering its activity more effective”. The Conference held at United Mosque Conference Hall in Moscow was organised by CMR Russian Council of Mufti, the Religious Administration of Muslims in European Russia, the Catholic Mother of God archdiocese in Moscow, BBI Saint Andrew Apostle Biblical-Theological Institute and the Institute for European Civilisation.
CMR chairman mufti Ravil Gajnutdin said he was in favour of broadening the confessional composition of public organisations for inter-religious dialogue in Russia. “I am convinced that Christian-Muslim dialogue in Russia will bear fruit if it involves representatives of other branches of Christianity historically rooted in Russia, and Catholicism in Russia has deep historical roots” Ravil Gajnutdin said. “Dialogue between Muslims and Catholics over the last ten years has been a remarkable feature of religious life in our country”.The Inter-religious Council of Russia is a public body composed of leading members of the four principal religious traditions in Russia: Orthodox Christianity, Islam, Judaism and Buddhism. The Council was formed in 1998.
In his address the Archbishop illustrated the iter of the declaration Nostra aetate which he said opened a new era in relations between the Catholic Church and non Christian religions encouraging Catholics to build “a relationship of respect with Muslims who adore the one God, living and subsisting in Himself; merciful and all-powerful, the Creator of heaven and earth” and referring to series of doctrinal positions of Catholicism and Islam which foster dialogue: “According to the declaration Catholicism is very close to Islam because Muslims render glory to the same God, they recognise Christ as a prophet and venerate his mother Mary. Finally, they value the moral life and worship God especially through prayer, almsgiving and fasting”. Archbishop Kondrusiewicz said “the Second Vatican Council condemned the practice of “crusades”, presented positive characteristics of Islamic teaching, encouraged the search for the common heritage of Abraham and also joint social programmes”. He said Vatican II took “truly revolutionary” decisions and made an unprecedented statement that “other religions also possess seeds of the truth”. The Catholic Archbishop did not fail to mention the great contribution made by the late Pope John Paul II and the present Pope Benedict XVI to inter-religious dialogue. Mufti Ravil Gajnutdin in his opening address, ‘Islam and the decisions taken by Vatican II,’ took an extremely positive attitude towards the Declaration and said “40 years ago there was a new beginning in inter-religious collaboration and dialogue”. For the first time in history, Gajnutdin said, the Catholic Church recognised Muslims not as enemies or heretics but as “participants with equal dignity in communication among individuals and nations”. The Mufti said Nostra aetate “started a movement of systematic reciprocal Muslim/Catholic activity at a world level” and he paid a tribute to Pope John Paul II : “we Muslims recognise John Paul II as a great religious reformer who exerted great influence to diffuse the ideas of the Second Vatican Council and inter-religious dialogue”. Gajnutdin said the new pontificate of Pope Benedict XVI is promising for progress in Muslim-Catholic dialogue founded on “spiritual relationship and submission to the one God”. Participants at the conference included Catholics and Muslims, representatives of the Russian Orthodox Church, historians, experts in religion, publicists.
Russian Orthodox Church representative Fr. Igor Vyzhanov in his address to the participants said Nostra aetate is ever more relevant today in Europe where there exist acute problems of co-existence of Muslim and Christian cultures particularly in France. He said reciprocal relations between members of different religions must be based on charity which leaves no place for hostility, extremism and terrorism. Aleksej Bodrov, rector of the BBI (an institute fully engaged in Christian-Muslim dialogue) said in his brief address that Nostra aetate was important not only for the Catholic Church but also for other Churches and other religions. The theological and socio-cultural significance of Nostra aetate proposals today, the principles of inter-religious dialogue were illustrated in talks by Sheikh Farid Asadullin, Fr. Igor Kovalevskij, BBI professor Aleksej Zhuravskij, sociologist Mikhail Mchedlov, Imam-khatibi Mustafa Kjutjukchju and Rustam Musin, CMR councillor Vjacheslav-Ali Polosin, publicist Sergej Dzhannat Markus and others; there were a total of 14 interventions. In conclusion the participants approved a Common Declaration which states among other things: “Christians and Muslims should make every effort to respond to the challenges of the times. In public life we see an increase in activities incompatible with religious convictions, and therefore consider it indispensable to hold regular inter-religious meetings to promote peace at the regional and federal level open on principle to followers of any religion interested in furthering mutual understanding and dialogue”. The statement sets the principles of inter-religious dialogue in Russia and suggests concrete steps in collaboration, including inter-religious meetings, exchange of theology students, joint activity in the field of education, formation, charity work, social work to counter growing secularism, and inform secular public opinion and the Russian Orthodox Church of Catholic/Muslim inter-religious in Russia and elsewhere.
In conclusion director of Moscow Centre for Religious and Social research professor Anatolij Andreevich Krasnikov said: “As an Orthodox Christian and scholar I am amazed at the courage with which the Catholic Church admits the errors and faults of her sons and daughters in history with regard to people of other faiths. Vatican II set an example for all of us Catholics, Orthodox and Muslims in repentance before God and man. Now we must follow this example!”. (Agenzia Fides 29/11/2005, righe 91, parole 1.196)

Pro Life
Rome ( Fides Service) - Don Oreste Benzi, founder of the Comunità Papa Giovanni XXIII, has no doubts: “Tests on RU486, ‘month after pill, are yet another insult to Italian women and an act of violence against the unborn child”.  

Don Benzi, in you opinion what would be the consequences if RU486 pill were introduced in Italy? I say that after the introduction of the day after pill someone wants to introduce the second product produced to kill a human being I mean RU486. Italian women who find it difficult to bring up children today are pushed to have an abortion because no one cares about their difficulties: tomorrow thanks to this new pill they will be ever more alone, forced to abort alone in their homes, alone forever with the weight of this wound. 

More than once you have said RU486 plays into the hands of those who exploit prostitutes. What do you mean? 

The people who exploit slave prostitutes cannot wait for RU486 to be introduced here in Italy so they can stock up and make these women kill their children in total silence, far from any hospital where they might ask for help. 

Don Benzi, what do you think about the recent Italian Bishops statement that RU486 is inadmissible? 
I fully agree with Cardinal Ruini and the other Bishops. I think the bishops are one of the few voices raised to defend life, the family, marriage. With regard to marriage, we would do well to remind people of article 29 of Italy’s Constitution which should be put into practice. Anyone who fails to do so is an outlaw.

What is your opinion of the start of testing of RU486 in Italy?

In my opinion this is yet another insult to Italian women and an act of violence against the unborn child”. Why? Abortion is scandalous, but it is even more scandalous that this pill means women can abort at home, in the family and easily, as if a child were an unwanted object which can be thrown away. This is disgraceful and disgusting. 
So you say these pills leave a bitter taste. 

Very bitter. This will mean pimps can make their street slaves abort without any trouble, we will be faced with a slaughter. Today already, just think how tragic, 180,000 babies are never born, 140,000 are legally aborted and 40,000 are aborted in hiding. This pill will render the number much higher, who knows how high. I hope many parties and many politicians will take a stance against this pill. The Italians reacted with the referendum on fertility treatment demonstrating that they are able to recognise those who defend life and those who do not. (P.L.R.) (Agenzia Fides 22/11/2005 - Righe 36; Parole 482)

Family
Madrid (Fides Service) – Spain’s National Catholic confederation of parents of families and parents of pupils(CONCAPA) together with 8 other educational organisations has organised a demonstration in  Madrid on 12 November at 5pm to protest against a proposed Education Bill (LOE). Already over one hundred civil and diocesan associations have pledged support for the initiative. The Spanish Catholic Bishops are also giving the protest full support because they say parents have the right and the duty to protest against a law which violates certain basic rights recognised by Spain’s Constitution. 


In the Manifesto the organisers say the reform “ignores rights and freedoms recognised by our Constitution regarding education: the right of parents to choose the type of education they want for their children; the right to receive free basic compulsory schooling; parent’s right to choose any school; the right of private schools to receive public funds; the right to open and run centres of education”. They also say “public authorities have no right to educate citizens but they have the duty to guarantee parents freedom to choose the type of education for their children”. They also point out that with this law religious instruction would be put on one side.

On 28 September the standing committee of the Bishops’ Conference issued a statement “With regard to the proposed organic bill on education” expressing deep concern (see Fides 4/10/2005). The Conference spokesman said the Bishops fully support the November 12 protest because the proposed law “violates fundamental rights… the State cannot take the place of the family, rather it must be at the service of families who must be free to choose the type of education they want for their children”. The Council for the Laity of Madrid archdiocese has encouraged church movements, associations and individual Catholics to take part in the protest. Cardinal Antonio Mª Rouco Varela archbishop of Madrid has urged people to take part and many bishops have said they will be present. According to Ignacio Arsuaga president of  HazteOir platform “this law is an attack on parents who want to decide how to educate their children. People who believe in individual freedoms and the importance of good education and excellent cultural formation should realise that it is a duty to take part in this protest”.  (RG)  (Agenzia Fides 3/11/2005, righe 31, parole 438) 
Madrid (Fides Service) - Representatives of Family Policy Institutes in Europe and Latin America will take part in the November 12 demonstration in Madrid to protest against a proposed law which violates parents right to decide how children are to be educated. The Institutes say the law in question is “regressive, interventionist and even unconstitutional at the juridical level since it violates the rights of parents and families”. Eduardo Hertfelder, president of Spain’s Family Policy Institute says “the new law does nothing to address the present serious deficiencies in the nation’s education system including degraded quality, on the contrary it lowers the academic level. It is unconstitutional since it violates parent’s constitutional right to decide how children are educated limiting this right with arbitrary criteria. Moreover, despite unanimous rejection on the part of the educational community, and of parents and families and society in general, the government intends to impose the law and restrict the rights of parents and families”. Hertfelder said it is extremely concerning to see an executive which intends to govern without social dialogue or consensus. 
Madrid’s Diocesan Laity Council issued a statement read in every parish last Sunday encouraging people to take part in the demonstration for freedom of education organised by various educational organisations. “The proposed law is not an answer to education problems - the statement reads -, it fails to promote integral education and overlooks the values of effort and commitment”. The law “respects neither freedom of education or parent’s right to give children religious and moral education”. 
Luis Carbonel president of the Confederation of Catholic Parents, the main organising body of the protest, has called on society at large to demand guaranteed quality education for all because this proposed law “denies parent’s right to choose a school, denies parent’s freedom to choose the education they want for their children”. The law “reduces religious instruction to an option replacing it with compulsory Education to Citizenship which is none other than indoctrination on secular state morals”. “It is not the right of public authorities to decide how citizens are educated - said Luis Carbonel - it is their duty to guarantee parents freedom to choose the type of education for their children with no other than constitutional limits”. (RG) (Agenzia Fides 8/11/2005, righe 30, parole 417)

Tarragona (Fides Service) - The Bishops of Catalogna have issued a statement expressing support for the November 12 protest against education law reforms in which they say the proposed Organic Education Law “overlooks fundamental rights which every democratic and pluralistic society must guarantee, and which must be accompanied by freedom of religion and conscience”. Among these they underlined “parents right to decide how children are educated and the right to choose a school which offers this sort of education; the right to ensure that children receive religious and moral education according to the family’s convictions”. The statement also says by giving scholastic administration almost absolute responsibility to plan, direct and run all schools funded with public funds the law overlooks the fact that parents have the primordial, irreplaceable and inalienable right to educate children. The Bishops say the final draft of the law must respect the rights of all parties involved and take into account the social interests if educational institutions. 
In this situation the Bishops of Catalogna appeal to parents to defend with legitimate means most suitable proper recognition of their rights in matters of education, a question of such importance for the whole of society. (RG) (Agenzia Fides 9/11/2005, righe 18, parole 242)

Cordova (Fides Service) - Support for the 12 November protest in Madrid against a proposed LOE Organic Education Law has come also from the Catholic Bishops of southern Spain who issued a statement expressing “serious pastoral concern for the educational problems the country is living”. 
In the statement the Bishops reject “any curtailing of parents rights to decide how children are education” and describe the LOE’s proposal with regard to religious instruction in schools as “unacceptable”. They say the juridical status foreseen for teachers of religious instruction “is not correct” and that the dignity of the profession must be respected.  Recalling important social initiatives by schools with a Catholic Education Project, in great demand among parents, the Bishops say there is no guarantee that this project will survive and maintain its confessional identity and this would be a violation of the constitutional principles of freedom of education. They also stress the need to respect parents’ right to choose a school and education for their children according to their own moral and religious convictions. The statement issued by the Catholic Bishops of southern Spain concludes by calling for a state school pact to give stability to the education system and create suitable conditions to undertake the urgent task of improving the quality of education. To do this, the Bishops say, the government must listen to parents and so far, they lament, the demands of parents have been given no consideration at all. (RG) (Agenzia Fides 10/11/2005, righe 19, parole 255)

Madrid (Fides Service) - After being the world capital for the Family in June, on Saturday 12 November Madrid will be the world capital for Freedom of Education said Lola Velarde President of the network of Family Policy Institutes in Europe, one of the main organisers of the protest which is expected to gather at least 1.5 million people. “Many, many people in Spain and the rest of the world realise that this proposed law on education would be a violation of the rights and freedoms of parents and families - says Lola Velarde - and they will be here on Saturday to protest. This is another clear sign that international movement to defend the family which we saw in June was no passing phase, it is persistent and indeed is growing ”.  The day of the protest is now imminent and opposition to the proposed Organic Education Law LOE is tangible all over Spain as the number of supporters grows by the hour. People are against the law because parents have the right and the duty to decide how children are educated and the law violates this right. According to the organisers already 760 groups and movements in Spain and abroad (5 international and 52 national) have pledged support for the 12 November protest: supporting countries include Italy, Poland, Finland, Norway, Iceland, Germany, Portugal, Bulgaria, Greece, France, Belgium, Malta, Luxembourg, Great Britain, Holland, Cyprus, Sweden. (RG) (Agenzia Fides 11/11/2005, righe 18, parole 245)

Madrid (Fides Service) - The Catholic Bishops of Spain are calling for freedom of education and pledging full support for the demonstration in Madrid, tomorrow Saturday 12 November to protest against a proposed new Education Law. In a pastoral letter “November 12 Demonstration: an extremely serious matter” Archbishop Francisco Gil Hellín of Burgos said if a peace loving sector of society such as parents and families “takes to the streets” the situation is very critical. “Not only does the government refuse to listen to parents’ opinion with regard to the religious education of their children, it intends also to impose its own ideas. In the context of all kinds of obstacles and a policy which has reduced family assistance to one of the lowest in Europe, - the archbishop said - the government now wants to impose a certain type of state education which is the exact opposite of the education desired by our children’s parents”. Parents have the right to give children a religious and moral education. This is a right which the state must guarantee not eliminate, and it must guarantee also the conditions in which it can be exercised. “Only a totalitarian and dictatorial policy can supplant parents" archbishop Gil Hellín stigmatises. Archbishop Agustín García-Gasco of Valencia said in a recent pastoral letter : “If our government intends to impose its own concept of life and make the Christian family and its educational requirements a reality to oppose, families will inevitable speak out as it is their lawful right in a democracy. We Bishops are with parents, we are for life and freedom”.  For his part Archbishop Fernando Sebastián of Pamplona said “society has the right to defend and demand democratic education which is at the service of the convictions and wishes of people not the ideology of the government of the day”. He said what he finds most negative in the LOE is the “statement that education is a public service, a primary right of the State and consequently a monopoly and concession of the state” which supposes "a very authoritarian concept of education”.  “As Bishops we have the duty and the right to speak out to oppose this proposed Law on education because very important values are at stake” said Bishop José Sánchez González of Sigüenza-Guadalajara. The Bishop’s main concern is that the law fails to respect rights and freedoms. In this way “the state assumes an excessive and predominant role almost exclusive, practically restricting parents and institutions to a secondary role”. Archbishop Antonio Cañizares of Toledo who is Primate of Spain, said the main drawbacks of the proposed LOE law are that it fails to give religious instruction adequate academic status, it fails to guarantee the right to open and run private schools and it fails to guarantee the right of parents to decide how children are educated. He said that since national leaders refuse to listen to parents the latter have ever right to use every other lawful means to make their views heard and rights respected. In fact although parents have collected three million signatures to protest the law, they have received no attention. (RG) (Agenzia Fides 11/11/2005, righe 41, parole 539)

Madrid (Fides Service) - “The demonstration on Saturday 12 November showed that Spain has a new social movement which produces realistic alternative and coherent proposals. A movement which feels no fear or shame taking part in public life and is conscious of the impact of its presence in the media and its political importance of representing thousands of families whose rights are systematically trampled on”: said Eduardo Hertfelder, President of Spain’s Family Policy Institute, one of many organisations which supported the demonstration to protest against a proposed new Education Law. What is more “international support, even greater than support given to the pro-family demosntration on 18 June, shows that this international reaction is not passing, indeed it is growing”. This last event, said Eduardo Hertfelder, “is a sign of growing social discontent with a government which acts behind the back of society legislating with repressive laws on the family, parents and education”.  According to the organisers Saturday’s protest was successful beyond all expectations and was a public declaration that the law is rejected by parents. Demonstrators travelled to Madrid in 600 special buses, by rail by air from all over Spain. They filled the main squares and roads of the capital and marched from Plaza Netuno to Puerta Alcalá. The protest was organised by about a dozen confederations, unions and associations of schools and families has was backed by 900 associations not only in Spain. A ‘manifesto for quality education in freedom’ read at the end of the event affirmed that “public authorities have no right to educate citizens they have the duty to guarantee the freedom of parents to decide within the limits of the constitution how children are education”, because education is the responsibility and the right of parents. (RG) (Agenzia Fides 14/11/2005, righe 23, parole 328)

Brasilia (Fides Service) - The standing council of the Brazilian Bishops’ Conference issued a statement with the title “the right to be born” expressing clearly the Catholic position in defence of life. In the short statement dated 10 November, the Bishops say they do not approve a proposed law n° 1135/91 which intends to give every woman “the right to interrupt pregnancy” and therefore legalise abortion. “This is an open attack on the human person’s right to life” the Bishops said. “This is a violation of human rights which provokes the collapse of social and juridical order and opens the way for many other moral abuses” the Brazilian Bishops affirmed.
In this perspective, the Bishops said “it is urgent to reaffirm on the basis of scientific facts that human life starts at the moment of conception. From that moment the human embryo has his or her own genetic patrimony and immune system and grows continually in a co-ordinated and progressive manner”. Therefore every human life must be respected and protected from conception to natural end. “A law which allows the elimination of the most helpless and vulnerable of human beings is unacceptable”. The law is incoherent with the question of human rights “because it contradicts itself, defending rights of others it denies the fundamental right to be born and to live”. 
Therefore a mother has no right to interrupt pregnancy even when the unborn child is diagnosed as suffering from some disease or malformation, because he or she has nevertheless personal human dignity. Just as the life of the mother must be protected, respected and assisted, the same is true of the life of the child she bears. The Bishops end the statement recalling the sacred right of objection of conscience for doctors and nurses who refuse to exercise their profession against their moral principles. Medical institutions have the same right. (RZ) (Agenzia Fides 15/11/2005, righe 24, parole 332)

Mission

Seoul (Fides Service) - Mission among the young will be a priority for the Catholic Church in Korea for the coming years. This was announced by Bishop John Choi Young-soo president of the Korean Bishops’ Committee for Evangelisation in a message sent to dioceses, parishes, religious institutes, Church movements etc. The Bishop wrote: “Remembering that numerous Christians have been martyred for this dignified mission we should reaffirm that it is the essential mission of every individual Christian to deliver the Good News to the people of our time who have not yet heard of Christ”.
The Bishop went on to say that looking at the changes in the Catholic population in Korea, evangelisation must be directed to the young. Since the year 2000 the number of Catholics under the age of 40 has been constantly decreasing, also because of the rapid decrease in infant baptisms, difficulty in managing Sunday Schools and the disappearance of young Catholics in parishes. Unemployment among young people and concern for secular affairs have distanced young Catholics from the values of the Gospel. We must seek solutions and choose alternatives that are filled with the Gospel spirit if we are to speak to the so-called “Internet generation”, the Bishop said. “It is necessary to listen to young people to learn what they want and then respond to their needs. We must proclaim Jesus Christ as Liberator and healer, and Good Shepherd”. The message offers Catholic communities concrete propaedeutic suggestions for authentic evangelisation among the young: - Importance of infant baptism to counter the trend to postpone baptism until children are old enough to choose their religion ; - Christian formation for pre-school children gives children a solid foundation for Christian life; - Religious instruction for pupils from elementary school to high school to help children be “agents of the apostolate”; - Mission on campus: form clergy, teachers and students to promote cultural and social initiatives, dialogue and encounter;
- Pre-marriage courses for engaged couples on the significance of marriage and the principles for happiness in married life, and the responsibility of parents for the religious education of their children; - evangelise young workers offering material and spiritual assistance. The Bishop said the Christian family is a place where children see concrete witness of Christian values and where they inherit the patrimony of the faith. Recalling the urgency of the Church’s evangelising mission the message ends with the words of St Paul: “Woe to me if I do not preach the Gospel!” (1 Cor 9,16). 
(PA) (Agenzia Fides 3/11/2005 righe 28 parole 289)

Nairobi (Fides Service)- Thousands of Catholics gathered at St. Joseph the Worker Parish Kangemi, in Nairobi, on Sunday, November 6, 2005, to celebrate the 20th anniversary of the founding of the parish. The Archbishop of Nairobi, Raphael Ndingi mwana 'a Nzeki, was the main celebrant at the colourful Eucharistic celebration that was also attended by several Jesuit priests. The Jesuits set up the parish on April 28, 1985. "The foundation of our Church is Christ himself, so there is no reason to fear the challenges of life," Archbishop Ndingi said in his homily. He commended the Jesuits for their hard work in the parish and urged the Christians to centre their lives on the Eucharist. "God will not forsake anyone who completely believes in Christ's real presence in the Eucharist," the archbishop said. The current parish priest, Fr Gerry Whelan SJ, announced plans to create a new outstation to better serve the 10 000 or so faithful. 
Kangemi Parish is often cited as a shinning example of the success of the Small Church Communities (SCC), or Jumuiya Ndogo Ndogo. "Looking back, we rejoice in the graces we have received, especially in our Small Christian Communities," said Fr Whelan. "Other parishes tell us that they see us as an example of true participation of lay people, as well as serious service to the neighbour."  The parish, which serves a large population of poor people, is involved in many social development programmes, including education and training, health, childcare and income-generating activities.. (L.M.) (Agenzia Fides 9/11/2005 righe 28 parole 307)
Vatican City (Fides Service) - Although Charles de Foucauld (1858-1916), whose name will be inscribed in the register of the Blessed by Pope Benedict XVI on Sunday 13 November in St Peter’s, lived as a hermit in the Saharan desert and never founded a religious order, today several religious and lay groups in various parts of the world draw inspiration from his teaching. Here are testimonials of a few of the spiritual daughters and sons of the new Blessed. 
Sr. Marie Dominique is a member of the Little Sisters of Jesus community in Azrou, Morocco, where the Fraternity has been present for over 50 years. She works in a hospital and her colleagues are all Muslims. “I am convinced there are values we can live together because they exist for Christians and Muslims: for example, forgiveness and encouragement to do good works, to be ready to reconcile when there is a small discussion at work. These are things we can live together and we can encourage each other to do good. In my prayers I include everything that happens in my work and so they too are part of my prayer, although they do not know .”
“Our way of life does not detach us from the world in which we live - says Brother Lorenzo Chavelet, of the Little Brothers of Jesus -. This is why our Fraternities have no particular outward signs. This does not mean that we hide: we say who we are, we Brothers living in a religious community but without any particular sign, like Jesus who dressed the same way as everyone else. We look for humble jobs: factory workers, or cleaners, hired daily farm hands, workers in homes for the elderly, or as craftsmen, the sort of jobs which ordinary people do to earn a living. Not long ago one of our Brothers who had lived for many years in a village in southern Egypt died. He was a craftsman and taught his trade to many of the local people. Just before he died he said to his friends: I have not given you much, all I want to say is that I have loved you dearly and this is what I was meant to do and I think this is what we all must do, love those around us.”
Sr Casimira de Jesus, a Little Sister of Jesus, lives in Portugal, in a village of unauthorised huts built by immigrants from Cape Verde, Angola, Sao Tome e Principe. “They came in search of a better life and found only a hut to live in or they had to build a hut- the Sister said -. We chose to live here with them. We live in a hut like everyone else: and they, the Africans, helped us build it. We came to live among them to help them obtain a better life. We feel our mission is to live side by side with these people and help them build a life which is more worthy, human and normal. They came here to earn money for their families at home in their countries because they are extremely poor. All they want is to make the life of their loved ones a little better”. “Our life is a sign of God’s tender love for each person and we show it by caring about others with tenderness - says Sr Agnes Noele, from Burkina Faso -. There is nothing very special about our life; it is made of prayer, friendship, love for every person, poor or rich. Tenderness comes only through prayer. The centre of our lives is the Chapel where we live this friendship and learn how to show tenderness.” For Sister Yvonne Valette, also from Burkina Faso, it is important to welcome everyone: “Our door is always open to welcome and listen to all who knock and want to tell us about their suffering, to have a conversation, to pray in our chapel, or ask for advice. If they ask, we are very willing to visit the family. Not far from our hut there is an old lady who is paralysed. She likes me to pop in everyday, just say ‘good morning’”. 
Sr Odile Fessler and Sr Jacub Salwa live in a working class district of Cairo. “For three years I worked in a sewing factory with very poor girls - says Sr Odile -. Most of them were under twenty. We were supposed to work from nine to five but the girls often had to stay until eleven or midnight. During the month of Ramadan I invited some of them to share our evening meal. We spoke a lot about God, the importance of prayer in our lives. In our Fraternities prayer is the most important part of the day: actually we live prayer, it is part of the whole day and we find God is everywhere even in places we would never expect. We agreed that we can pray even while we work at the factory, even in the loud noise of the machines we can be intimately close to God”. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 11/11/2005, righe 52, parole 803)

Saints and Blessed
Rome (Fides Service) - On Thursday 10 November at 3.30pm Pontifical College Regina Apostolorum in Rome will host a Conference “Corazon Cristero. José Luis, a martyr aged 14” to commemorate José Luis Sanchez de Rio, one of thirteen Catholics martyred during persecution in Mexico in the 1920s who are to be beatified on 20 November in Guadalajara, Mexico.
José Luis Sanchez de Rio was taken prisoner by the army. Wanting to make him an example to frighten the people who supported the Cristeros, the soldiers told the young boy to renounce his faith or he would die. The boy refused. The soldiers ripped the skin off the soles of his feet and made him walk barefoot through the city towards the cemetery. Many times along the way the soldiers told the boy to renounce his faith. But every time José Luis replied: “Long live Christ the King!”. When they reached the cemetery the soldiers asked him one last time if he had changed his mind. But Jose Luis shook his head and like many other Mexican martyrs died with the cry “Long live Christ the King!”. Speakers at the conference will include the rector of Regina Apostolorum College and several teachers. Topics will range from religious persecution, the story and message of this group of thirteen martyrs to be beatified. A video on the theme will also be shown. (AP) (8/11/2005 Agenzia Fides; Righe:20; Parole:254)

QUAESTIONES

“The Sacrament of the Eucharist in itself in a missionary event. It builds the inseparable bond between communion and mission which makes the Church a sacrament of Christ the light of all nations.” Cardinal Crescenzio Sepe sends message to Northern Peru Eucharistic Congress

Trujillo (Fides Service) - Foster love and devotion for the Eucharist, encourage parishes, groups, movements and educational, social, political and military institutions and the entire People of God to bear witness to their faith in Jesus Christ and in his Blessed Mother Mary; around the Eucharist foster unity in the Archdiocese of Trujillo and the whole Church in northern Peru: these are the objectives of the Northern Peru Eucharistic Congress opened yesterday in Trujillo on the theme “Eucharist, light and life for the new millennium”. The Congress will close on Sunday 13 November. 
Each day of the Congress has a special theme: “Eucharist, gift and life of the Church”, “Eucharist source and requirement of communion” and Eucharist calls us to be missionaries”. Moments of prayer will alternate with sacred music, testimonials, group reflection, plenary assemblies on different themes including Peruvian Saints and the Eucharist; the Eucharist and religious sects; Eucharistic miracles; the Eucharist and social work. After the solemn Mass to close the Congress participants will make a procession through the streets to the cathedral for Benediction.
In a message on the occasion of the Congress, Cardinal Crescenzio Sepe, Prefect of the Congregation for the Evangelisation of Peoples said “The Eucharistic Congress is a call to go back to the roots of the Christian faith in order to live in the sacramental sign of the weekly Easter Day, Sunday, the expression of the identity of the Christian community and centre of its life and mission” The message was addressed to Archbishop Héctor Miguel Cabrejos Vidarte of Trujillo and all the Congress participants. The Cardinal underlined that the missionary mandate is more important than ever today “at a time when even in the Church some with incorrect theological ideas mistakenly question missionary activity or say inter-religious dialogue has taken its place. Today when - not rarely - people say the only goal of mission is human promotion and that out of respect for the conscience and freedom of every person the proposal of conversion is excluded, it is time to announce loud and clear without hesitation the joyful proclamation of Jesus Christ in your society, and beyond your frontiers”.  Necessary and continued help for this great undertaking comes from fervent frequent participation in the Sacrament of the Eucharist. In this perspective the Prefect of the Congregation for the Evangelisation of Peoples said “the Sacrament of the Eucharist in itself in a missionary event. It builds the inseparable bond between communion and mission which makes the Church a sacrament of Christ the light of all nations. It supplies us with the strength to be witnesses and heralds of Christ”. The Cardinal said Pope Benedict XVI assured his blessing to the participants and concluded: “If we make the Eucharist the centre of our life we can each with our own charisma carry with joy the Good News of salvation to the ends of the earth”. (RZ) (Agenzia Fides 11/11/2005, righe 36, parole 503)

“Christians feel like foreigners in their own country”, says Catholic Bishop after recent attacks on churches - National Day of Protest and Prayer

Lahore (Fides Service) - Pakistani Christians are shocked and frightened after two days of anti-Christian violence in Punjab. On 12 November at 10.30 in the morning at Sangla Hill, about 70 km west of Lahore, a large gang of Muslims began to set fire to a whole chain of buildings Holy Spirit Catholic church, two Protestant churches, a convent, St Anthony’s Catholic school, a girls boarding school and one priests’ house.  Christians are angry but determined to react peacefully. The Christian community has organised peaceful street protests and prayers all over the country for a National Day of Protest and Prayer on 17 November. “The attack was obviously planned because the criminals arrived in special buses”, said Archbishop Lawrence Saldanha, of Lahore President and the Catholic Bishops’ Conference of Pakistan. Some 1,500 men took part in the raid said to be retaliation for reported (unfounded) Christian acts of profanation against the Koran.
At least 450 families of Catholics and other Christians have fled Sangla Hill to stay with relations elsewhere. “They are strangers or refugees in their own country”, said Bishop Joseph Coutts of Faisalabad who made a two day visit to Sangla Hill during which he met the parish priest of the gutted Holy Spirit church and the Sisters of the adjacent torched convent. The nuns “lost everything but are miraculously still alive” the Bishop said. The local Christians have denounced the police force for immobility. Despite warnings of the attack, they did nothing to stop the mob as it set fire to buildings. The police arrested about 90 people and announced that order had been restored. Eyewitnesses say local Muslim leaders encouraged the vandals on the basis of false reports that Christians had burned copies of the Koran. On Sunday 13 November since the churches were in ruins Christians gathered for an open air ecumenical service. Archbishop Saldanha, present at the Sunday service urged the participants to be faithful to the Gospel teaching and not meet violence with violence. Pakistani Christians have called on the government to guarantee protection and announced for 17 November a national Day of Protest and Prayer with street rallies all over the country. As a sign of protest Christian churches and institutes will remain closed on 17 November.
Various human rights associations have criticised the attack in Sangla Hill, and called for an immediate withdrawal of the so called blasphemy law according to which a person can be put in prison or even put to death is found guilty of offending the name of the Prophet Mahommet. The law “is like a sword hanging over the head of religious minorities”, said Peter Jacob, head of the Pakistani Catholic Bishops’ justice and peace commission and he recalled the numerous Christian organisations working to help mainly Muslim earthquake victims in Kashmir. (PA) (Agenzia Fides 14/11/2005 righe 32 parole 324)

“The Church imposes nothing, nor does she seek special interests, but wishes only to be at the service of humanity witnessing and proclaiming Jesus Christ light of the nations”: Cardinal Crescenzio Sepe addresses participants at 1st University Eucharistic Congress

Murcia (Fides Service) - “The Church must reach out to all men and women, call them to the faith and announce to them the Good News of salvation”: this concept was restated on Saturday 12 November in an intervention by Cardinal Crescenzio Sepe, Prefect of the Congregation for the Evangelisation of Peoples (CEP), on “The Eucharist and Evangelisation of Peoples”, presented by the Under-Secretary of the CEP Fr. Massimo Cenci at the 1st University Eucharistic Congress held in Spain at the Catholic University of Murcia (UCAM), 9 - 13 November.  Proposing an interpretation of history the Cardinal said that today the Church’s mission is more urgent than ever in a world where “God is a nuisance, or simply a devout expression, or completely denied and excluded from public life so as to lose all significance” and that “the present profound crisis proposes new connotations and characteristics like those of the early Christian centuries”. We are faced in fact with an apostasy of the faith and radical negation of Revelation, but in this way humanity is impoverished because “it has no other prospects than its own limited reality”. We also see a loss of Christian identity and sense of God. Therefore we are all called in this third millennium to show the “enthusiasm of the early Christians”.  However a passion to evangelise, awareness of its urgency and necessity, only come from direct experience of the living Christ and “the Eucharist is the source, the contents and the power of the Church’s mission to evangelise”. “Through communion with the Body of Christ, the Church achieves ever more deeply her vocation: to be in Christ a sacrament, that is a sign and effective channel of intimate union with God and the entire human race”. Therefore “the Church evangelises when she follows the path and life of Christ” the Cardinal said in his paper and she therefore “imposes nothing, nor does she seek special interests, but wishes only to be at the service of humanity witnessing and proclaiming Jesus Christ, light of the nations”. Lastly the Cardinal recalled that the Eucharist brings us to realise the urgency of evangelisation and that this “the hour of mission ‘ad gentes’ and also first evangelisation in Spain and all over Europe”. After the conference Fr. Massimo Cenci celebrated Mass in the parish of Saint Eulalia, and in the homily recalled that the Eucharist and the mystery of the Incarnation constitute “are an education to mission for the Christian”. (RG) (Agenzia Fides 14/11/2005, righe 30, parole 418)

“While the great ones of the earth discuss problems of the less great, Holy Childhood quietly gives concrete expression to the Christian dimension of solidarity and its children with prayers and the fruit of their sacrifices reach the whole world”: Cardinal Crescenzio Sepe sends message to 5th Holy Childhood Meeting in Corfu

Corfu (Fides Service) - The 5th Meeting of Holy Childhood in Mediterranean and eastern European countries is being held from 12 to 17 November in Corfu (Greece) on the theme “Missionary Animation in our countries: contents, methods, tools”. The event is organised by the General Secretariat of the Pontifical Society Holy Childhood every two years in a different country (Spain 1997, Poland 1999, Rome 2001, Malta 2003), for Holy Childhood animators and directors . Participants come from Bosnia, Croatia, Egypt, Germany, Lebanon, Malta, Morocco, Poland, Portugal, Czech Republic, Syria, Slovakia, Slovenia, Spain, Holy Land and Tunisia. The aim is to share experience and discuss problems and initiatives with regard to missionary animation among children.
Cardinal Crescenzio Sepe, Prefect of the Congregation for the Evangelisation of Peoples sent a message to the participants in which he said among other things “More the national organisations Holy Childhood is able to extend the borders of Europe and bring together different nations with a special educational finality that the world might envy. While the great ones of the earth discuss problems of the less great, Holy Childhood quietly gives concrete expression to the Christian dimension of solidarity and its children with prayers and the fruit of their sacrifices reach the whole world”.
The Cardinal underlined the significant presence of Holy Childhood in African Mediterranean countries where Christians are a tiny minority. He said he hoped “Holy Childhood would become a factor of communion and a creative channel for evangelisation”. The presence of PMS national directors from Eastern European countries is promising for the growth of the Society and the respective local Church: “We are grateful to the Holy Spirit for kindling young and promising missionary Churches from the ashes of a long dictatorship”. Lastly the Cardinal recalled that since its foundation 160 years ago Holy Childhood has been a seedbed of missionary vocations and offered a generous and creative contribution to the Church. He said he hoped it would “continue to express missionary prophecy to renews the Church on our continent”. In this perspective while congratulating the participants on this initiative he encourages them “to plan educational itineraries based on the value of Christian solidarity and which place children’s missionary efforts in the sacramental space of Christian initiation”. “May the missionary proposal - Cardinal Sepe concluded - among children become a process of sensitisation to Holy Childhood problems in the world and educate them to share the gift of faith and enable them to feel they are members of the universal Church”. (RZ) (Agenzia Fides 15/11/2005, righe 35, parole 451)

“The African world is no longer limited by geographical boundaries and we are ready for apostolic commitments outside Africa, at the service of the African world and we want to be present where important decisions are made for Africa" says new Superior General of the White Sisters

Rome (Fides Service) - Spanish born Sr Maria Pilar Benavente Serrano was elected in July the new Superior General of the Missionaries of Our Lady of Africa, known also as the White Sisters engaged in evangelisation on the continent of Africa. Born on 6 August in 1948 at Teruel, the new Superior general has been on mission in Burkina Faso and Mauritania, she has worked as assistant at the Congregations International Postulate, and then went again on mission to Algeria for six years Between 1993 and 1999 she was Assistant General and 1999 al 2005 also Secretary General. Sr Serano kindly accepted to answer a few questions for Fides.  

How many Missionaries of Our Lady of Africa are there today and what is your charisma? 
Our congregation was founded in Algeria in 1869 by Cardinal Lavigerie who had founded the White Fathers the year before. The French born Cardinal realised that in the Muslim world where we were to work the presence of women missionaries was necessary to complete the work of the White Fathers. Women were more welcome in homes. We were founded to work among Muslim women and to promote first evangelisation in Africa. Our field of activity is then evangelisation of Africa, working to solve its problems and promote its future. Our modest contribution could be called a presence of the Church where the Church is not yet present or is a minority, where people have not heard about Jesus Christ. We are today about 1,000 sisters present in Mauritania, Algeria, Tunisia, Mali, Burkina Faso, Chad, Ghana, Kenya, Uganda, Tanzania, Malawi, Mozambique, Zambia, Rwanda, Burundi, and Congo.  

What main difficulties do you encounter in missionary work? 
Within the Congregation I would say the main difficulty is a decrease in numbers. 
We are less numerous than in the past and it is a challenge to continue our activity with creativity and not be discouraged by the drop in numbers. This was one of the questions discussed during our July Chapter. Difficulties in missionary work are mainly due to globalisation. We live in a very complex and complicated world where even local simple missionary presence feels the influence and currents of the world. Other challenges are differences among diverse religious groups, and the problems of violence and ethnic conflict and hatred.
Superior General please tell us about your Congregation’s relations with Muslims and other believers. 
We are sent to the Muslim world as part of our charisma and still today this world represents a challenge. The Congregation strives to prepare the Sisters for inter-religious dialogue through the study of Islam, Arabic and also for dialogue with followers of traditional African religions. The preparation of our Sisters is a major challenge. In the field there are two aspects. In some places we have established positive inter-religious relations and friendly collaboration to promote the common good of the civil society. At the same time we are aware of conflicts many of which are not really religious but they play on religious differences to make them more acute. We want to be present in these contexts to promote dialogue and improve relations as far as possible. 
What were the main questions examined by the Chapter and the emerging indications for the Congregation ? 
The theme of the Chapter was “Building and celebrating our communion for mission”. The key words therefore were mission and communion. “Mission” has always been ours, we are a missionary congregation. So we sought to define clearly our charisma with a new understanding. “Communion” within the Congregation and with the outside world. In the beginning our Sisters were all of Western origin, but now they come from all the continents including Africa itself. Communion within the Congregation is a call to live the Gospel and so we reflected on how to experience communion in a multicultural congregation. With regard to relations outside the congregation we discussed various ministries of communion. Another aim of the Chapter was to reach a new understanding of our exclusive charisma for Africa in this globalised world, the phenomenon of migration, international relations from the political point of view, the universality of the Church...these factors mean Africa is no longer confined within continental geographical borders. We are still exclusively for Africa, sent to Africa but with a new understanding of Africa. This means we are ready for apostolate outside Africa, at the service of Africans and the world of Africa and we want to be where important economic and political decisions regarding Africa are taken. Another aspect of our charisma discussed by the Chapter was our encounter with Muslims: we realise it is important to establish an inter-religious encounter as a guarantee for building peace and justice and promoting communion among all men and women. (R.G.) (Agenzia Fides 16/11/2005, righe 70, parole 857)

Official inauguration of Master’s Degree in Management for Development for young African university graduates promoted by the Congregation for the Evangelisation of Peoples in collaboration with the Catholic University Sacro Cuore

Vatican City (Fides Service) - This morning at the Congregation for the Evangelisation of Peoples in Rome a new Master’s Degree in Management for Development for young African university graduates promoted by the Congregation for the Evangelisation of Peoples in collaboration with the Catholic University Sacro Cuore was officially launched. The 17 students, who come from Sudan, Ghana, Seychelles, Mozambique, Ethiopia, Zimbabwe, Republic of Congo, Rwanda, Sierra Leone, Kenya, Cameroon, Central African Republic, Tanzania, Uganda, Nigeria, Mali, Burkina Faso were selected by the respective national Bishops’ Conferences. Present for the ceremony Cardinal Crescenzio Sepe, Prefect of the Congregation for the Evangelisation of Peoples; Professor Lorenzo Ornaghi rector of Sacro Cuore University; Professor Mario Molteni director of the course. Besides the 17 fortunate students from Africa, there were also prominent members of the academic and ecclesial world, a number of African ambassadors, representatives of Missionary Institutes and the sector of cooperation and development. The initiative is promoted by the Congregation for the Evangelisation of Peoples which sees in the formation of future cadres profoundly rooted in Christian culture a major contribution the Church can make for the development of peoples. The course is planned and organised by ALTIS (Alta Scuola Impresa e Società, dell'Università Cattolica di Milano) in collaboration with the Pontifical Urban University in Rome. The Master’s degree will form these young men who in future can promote the development of their region or work in non profit organisations (schools, professional training, healthcare, social work, parishes etc).) as directors; they can also help people start small business for profit and non profit, or work in public administration helping to plan and implement development policies in the economic and social context. The students will study and stay at Mater Ecclesiae College in Castelgandolfo (Rome) run by the Congregation for the Evangelisation of Peoples. The college has been restructured for the occasion with 80 bedrooms bathroom en suite, classrooms, rooms for discussion, a library, computer room, as well as rooms for guest teachers. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 17/11/2005; righe 19; parole 245)

“With this new Master’s Degree in Management of Development we accept the challenge to make Africa the continent of hope moving from a concept of mere assistance to one of education, valorising the gifts and resources of young Africans ” says Cardinal Crescenzio Sepe

Vatican City (Fides Service) - “This project aimed at offering these young men an opportunity to follow a special spiritual, human and cultural itinerary so they may be put at the service of their respective countries clearly belongs to the institutional duties of the Congregation for the Evangelisation of Peoples since this all is part of evangelisation”. This statement was made by Cardinal Crescenzio Sepe, Prefect of the Congregation for the Evangelisation of Peoples this morning during the inauguration of a new Master’s Degree in Management promoted by the Congregation. To have an influence on the tissue of the life of the Church and society in the countries to which Propaganda Fide dedicates its activity, the first finality of the Course “is to be a tool in the hands of the local Churches to provide integral development which is not pure and simple assistance but becomes a possibility for self-determination of the wellbeing of the individual Churches and the respective nations”. The Prefect of the Congregation for the Evangelisation of Peoples then said: “I believe the times of assistance, understood as simply giving, are over; now instead it is necessary to take with courage the path of giving individuals responsibility to enable them to bring about their own development, naturally with our help. And Africa has all the potential particularly with regard to people to manage itself and take its future in its own hands”.
The Rector of Sacro Cuore Catholic University Prof. Lorenzo Ornaghi said today there exists a consistent cultural challenge to “move on from old ways of thinking and obsolete methods of working for development” to new paths to provide new means for local Churches by preparing new “minds” with complete formation including specific technical know-how. The fundamental idea behind this new Master’s Degree is social entrepreneurship said Prof. Mario Molteni, Director of the Alta Scuola di Impresa e Società (ALTIS). There will be no immediate results during the months of the Course, these will come later when the students return to their countries with a considerable baggage of cultural knowledge and management skills. The course’s study subjects are grouped in three areas: area of profit and non profit management, area of theology and morals (in collaboration with the Pontifical Urban University) political-juridical area Most of the lessons will include practical working experience on small projects. “The Course has two characteristics - according to Prof. Molteni -: orientation to action and opening to contributions from entrepreneurs and prominent figures in the world of economics and social activity who will share their experience”. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 17/11/2005; righe 32; parole 433)

“We realise we are being given responsibility: we want to give a voice to the voiceless:” say young Africans in Rome to study in Management for Development

Vatican City (Fides Service)- The group of young Africans from 17 different countries who have come to Rome to study for a Master’s Degree in Management of Development are enthusiastic and excited. “We want to help bring peace and development to our countries. Our Bishops have sent us here to Rome for this purpose” they said. The course presented this morning is promoted by the Congregation for the Evangelisation of Peoples in collaboration with the Sacro Cuore Catholic University in Milan and the Pontifical Urban University.
“When my Bishop asked me if I would like to go to Rome to take a Course in Management of Development at first I hesitated, I was not sure. But after careful reflection I accepted” said John Baptist Mujuni from Uganda. “You see for the past five years I have been bursar at Kampala University and was hesitant to live abroad for a year and a half. But Lord helped me see this Course as an opportunity, not only for me but for the local Church and for our country. The Course will enable me to help others develop their abilities, to give a voice to the voiceless”.
“At the end of the course when I return to Nigeria my idea is to start and non profit business which will operate in the light of the Church’s social doctrine” said Abonpani Fidelis Ori. “I have a Degree in Economy and two years of working experience with a Nigerian Web Design company. Now I hope to complete my formation so I can promote development in my country. I hope this course will produce new ideas for promoting business respectful of social issues in Nigeria and all over Africa.”
The students intend to study seriously so they in turn may lead other young Africans to find their own professional and human path. “Africa has human resources: they need only to be valorised” says John Baptist Mujuni. “As a Catholic this is my duty. In most African countries the Church has been present for at least 100 years and it is time for local Catholics to take an active part in the Church’s activity of human promotion. We must be adult and responsible Christians who work to solve the country’s problems and help our less fortunate brothers and sisters”.
All the students see the Master’s Degree as an opportunity for professional and Christian growth. “We must set the example for our people” they say. “We realise this is a responsibility of no light weight. So we ask you all to pray for us as we learn during the course and afterwards when we put it into practice with good work”. (L.M.) (Agenzia Fides 17/11/2005 righe 37 parole 485

Cardinal Crescenzio Sepe Prefect of the Congregation for the Evangelisation of Peoples starts 9 day pastoral visit to Vietnam meeting priests and religious in Hanoi Cathedral: “may you live your consecration with pride and joy”

Hanoi (Fides Service) - Today Cardinal Crescenzio Sepe, Prefect of the Congregation for the Evangelisation of Peoples started a nine day pastoral visit to the Church in Vietnam at the invitation of the Vietnamese bishops. He will visit the country’s three ecclesiastical regions, have meetings with the bishops, priests, religious and laity, preside the inauguration of the new diocese of Ba Ria and ordain 57 new priests.  The Cardinal arrived at Noi Bai airport and went immediately to meet the clergy, religious and the laity of the diocese Hanoi cathedral where he was welcomed by the preisdent of the Bishops’ Conference Bishop Paul Nguyên Van Hôa of Nha Trang diocese. In his address Cardinal Sepe expressed esteem and gratitude to the local Church for helping the “often difficult and delicate development of religious life of Catholics in parishes and Christian communities in the diocese” and assured those present of the Apostolic Blessing of Pope Benedict XVI. 
Among common elements in the lives of priests and religious Cardinal Sepe mentioned lifelong consecration to God either through Holy Orders or Religious Vows. Consecration is a “deliberate and joyful decision to belong totally to God, taken in freedom and awareness, the Cardinal said, but it must not be forgotten that God takes the initiative and sows the seed of a vocation. “From all eternity you are loved by God and your vocation is a sign of God’s infinite goodness...the gift of your life is realised in the Church and for the Church” said the Cardinal Sepe.
Because Vietnamese Catholics represent less than 10% of the population the Cardinal said the clergy should take the “apostolic dimension of priestly ministry very seriously”and he urged them to take as a model for evangelisation Jesus Christ sent by the Father and “grow every day in mission awareness which will stimulate and dynamise your priesthood”. A priest must also be “filled with pastoral concern and love for his flock”, and the exercise of these functions demands and presupposes holiness of life. The Cardinal said even today Saint John Vianney remains a “model” of holiness for priests. Addressing women religious present Cardinal Sepe greeted in a special way a group of Sisters Lovers of the Cross representing their Sisters working all over Vietnam and the Sisters of Saint Paul de Chartres. The Cardinal encouraged the Sisters Adorers of the Cross active collaborators in missionary work founded in 1670 by Bishop Lambert de la Motte, expressing admiration for their effective and generous work undertaken with small means, underlining the importance of sound formation for novices. “I pray to God than you may gradually acquire complete formation in all the different aspects of religious life and live ever more profoundly the charisma of your founder.”. Another aspect underlined by Cardinal Sepe regarding all relgious was holiness of life: “The necessity of holiness of life comes from the universal call to holiness and religious are witnesses to this calling”. Cardinal ended his address encouraging clegy and religious to “live with pride and joy the life of consecration to which you are called to be faithful”. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 28/11/2005, righe 43; parole 607)

On a pastoral visit to the Church in Vietnam Cardinal Crescenzio Sepe ordains 57 new priests in Hanoi Cathedral and has meetings with Bishops of ecclesiastical province Hanoi and priests and religious of Hung Hoa diocese

Hanoi (Fides Service) - This morning 29 November in Hanoi Cathedral Cardinal Crescenzio Sepe, Prefect of the Congregation for the Evangelisation of Peoples presided a solemn mass for the ordination of 57 new priests. After dwelling on the significance of the Season of Advent, “when the liturgy invites us to live the great hope of the second coming of the Messiah”, Cardinal Sepe told the ordinands: “The Lord has called you to be his priests and given you the privilege of carrying on his mission of salvation on this earth. Priestly ordination gives you the authority and the duty to proclaim the Gospel of Jesus and to preach on behalf of the Church”. Cardinal Sepe stressed the importance of prayer following the example of Jesus: “Prayer is a vital element for the Christian and also a great service which the priest offers his people … times reserved for prayer is not time subtracted from the faithful… unless we remain united to this source our priestly life is destined to die”. Another commitment for a priest is mission: in a country with a population of 80 million of whom only 6 million are Catholics, the duty to carry the Good News of Jesus to those who have yet to hear it should be keenly felt. “Preaching the Gospel is not proselytising - the Cardinal stated -, in the negative sense often attributed to evangelisation, instead it is sharing the joy and truth of the faith with our non Christian brothers and sisters”. The Cardinal encouraged the men he was about to ordain priests to extend their eyes and heart and missionary and pastoral concern “to the Church’s universal dimension, to the four corners of the earth”: Remembering that the Church in Vietnam was founded by foreign missionaries - he said - “thanks to God today there are Vietnamese priests who carry the Gospel to other peoples and cultures”. After thanking the parents and families of the new priests “for offering them for service of the Church”, Cardinal Sepe stressed the need to foster and support vocations to the priesthood and the religious life. Vietnamese Catholic families are deeply religious and family prayer is a consolidated practice. The Cardinal asked to them to continue to sanctify the family and protect it from the many evil influences of a society of consumerism and egoism and to “carefully safeguard good traditions of Vietnamese families where family religiosity and respect for the elderly are still deeply rooted”. “Good families produce good citizens for the human society” the Cardinal concluded, entrusting all Vietnam to Our Lady of Lavang.  In the afternoon Cardinal Sepe had a meeting with clergy and religious of Hung Hoa diocese. In his address he reminded them that they have a “special place” in the prayer of the Pope. He recalled the three dimensions of the priestly and religious life which are also the essential dimensions of the Church: mystery, communion and mission. With regard to consecration for mission Cardinal Sepe said -. “The Church in Vietnam is one of the great Churches of Asia and it is aware of its missionary vocation. With many Christians who courageously live the Gospel of love you are on mission whatever your ministry or religious vocation ”. On November 28 the Cardinal had a meeting with the Bishops of the ecclesiastical province of Hanoi and recommended special care for formation of clergy, seminarians, catechists and the laity. He also stressed the importance of youth and family pastoral care and the urgency of evangelisation. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 28/11/2005, righe 44; parole 627)

Made public the "Instruction Concerning the Criteria for the Discernment of Vocations with regard to Persons with Homosexual Tendencies in view of their Admission to the Seminary and to Holy Orders."

Vatican City (Fides Service) - Made public today was the document: "Instruction Concerning the Criteria for the Discernment of Vocations with regard to Persons with Homosexual Tendencies in view of their Admission to the Seminary and to Holy Orders." The document is dated November 4, memorial of St. Charles Borromeo, patron of seminaries, and bears the signatures of Cardinal Zenon Grocholewski and of Archbishop Michael J. Miller C.S.B., respectively prefect and secretary of the Congregation for Catholic Education. On August 31, 2005, Benedict XVI approved the Instruction and ordered its publication. The document has been published in English, French, Italian, Spanish, German and Portuguese”. Articulated in three chapters and a conclusion the brief Instruction “does not intend to dwell on all questions in the area of affectivity and sexuality that require an attentive discernment during the entire period of formation. Rather, it contains norms concerning a specific question, made more urgent by the current situation, and that is: whether to admit to the seminary and to holy orders candidates who have deep-seated homosexual tendencies.”.
Chapter one, ‘Affective maturity and spiritual paternity’ states “the priest, in fact, sacramentally represents Christ, the head, shepherd and spouse of the Church. Because of this configuration to Christ, the entire life of the sacred minister must be animated by the gift of his whole person to the Church and by an authentic pastoral charity. The candidate to the ordained ministry, therefore, must reach affective maturity. Such maturity will allow him to relate correctly to both men and women, developing in him a true sense of spiritual fatherhood towards the Church community that will be entrusted to him." On the subject of “homosexuality and the ordained ministry” chapter two refers to various documents of the Magisterium which distinguish between homosexual acts and homosexual tendencies. Homosexual acts are presented a serious sins “intrinsically immoral and contrary to natural law. They cannot be approved. Deep-seated homosexual tendencies, which are found in a number of men and women, are also objectively disordered and, for those same people, often constitute a trial. Such persons must be accepted with respect and sensitivity. Every sign of unjust discrimination in their regard should be avoided”.  In the light of this teaching the Instruction “believes it necessary to state clearly that the Church, while profoundly respecting the persons in question, cannot admit to the seminary or to holy orders those who practice homosexuality, present deep-seated homosexual tendencies, or support the so-called 'gay culture'.”… “One must in no way overlook the negative consequences that can derive from the ordination of persons with deep-seated homosexual tendencies. Different, however, would be the case in which one were dealing with homosexual tendencies that were only the expression of a transitory problem - for example, that of an adolescence not yet superseded. Nevertheless, such tendencies must be clearly overcome at least three years before ordination to the deaconate.” The final chapter on “Church discernment concerning the suitability of candidates to the priesthood” highlights to inseparable aspects of every priestly vocation: “God’s freely given gift and responsible freedom of man”. “The desire to become a priest alone in not sufficient and there exists no right to receive Ordination”, it falls to the Church “to discern the suitability of a man who wishes to enter the seminary, to accompany him in the years of formation and call him to Holy Orders if he is judged to possess the necessary qualities”.
The conclusion “reaffirms the need for bishops, major superiors, and all relevant authorities to carry out an attentive discernment concerning the suitability of candidates for holy orders, from the time of admission to the seminary until ordination.” (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 30/11/2005, righe 43, parole 551)

Cardinal Sepe celebrates St Andrew’s day with the students at Hanoi major seminary and encourages them to be ever more ‘missionary in heart and mind’

Hanoi (Fides Service) - Cardinal Crescenzio Sepe, Prefect of the Congregation for the Evangelisation of Peoples, on a pastoral visit to Vietnam this morning 30 November, celebrated the feast of Saint Andrew with students and teaching staff at Hanoi major seminary. Reflecting in his homily on the Gospel account of how Jesus called Andrew and the other apostles, Cardinal Sepe said: “Each of us present here today has received a vocation and has listened to Jesus’ call to follow him and to recognise him as the source of life. We are called to enter into an intimate friendship, a personal relationship with him … we are called to put Christ at the centre of our life”. And he stressed the need to be faithful to the call “to love God in work, in studies, in the joys and sorrows of life and to reject anything which may separate us from Jesus”, adding that fidelity is built on humility, prudence, sincerity, charity, brotherhood, on a spirit of mortification and on prayer.
“The Lord demands that our heart be pure, detached, joyful, generous, in love with Him, with his word and his life” the Cardinal said, underlining that love of God leads seminarians to devote time, heart and intellect to preparing to become ‘fishers of men’ and lead as many as many men and women as possible to God and to the Church. “The goal of intellectual, human, spiritual, pastoral and missionary formation at the seminary is to help you become good evangelisers and shepherds” the Cardinal said urging the seminarians to acquire “a clear and deep lying mission awareness which will make you able and ready to work to proclaim Jesus Christ to the many non Christians in Vietnam who have yet to hear about Jesus and his Gospel”. Lastly, speaking of the mission which awaits them, the Cardinal reminded the future priests that although sent by their respective bishops in the name of the local Church, they belong to the universal Church and must therefore be in communion of love and obedience with the Supreme Pontiff, and all the bishops and priests”.
After Mass during an informal meeting with the seminary students and teaching staff and Cardinal Sepe remarked on the nature and mission of the priesthood and the importance for future priests of human and spiritual formation. Since “he is called to prolong the presence of Christ, the one high priest” - he said - a priest must acquire through prayer and meditation a correct understanding of the vocation to the priesthood which is not a calling of “social or cultural promotion”. If well lived the time at the seminary will prepare the seminarian to become a member of the community of priests: the priesthood is in fact a service to build “a Church which is communion in view of mission”. 
Cardinal Sepe ended his address reminding the students of the urgency of mission saying that whole peoples and important areas of culture are waiting to be evangelised, in Vietnam many have yet to hear of Christ: “This is why - the Cardinal concluded - a missionary mind and heart are among the most important goals of your formation”. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 30/11/2005, righe 39; parole 527)  
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