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AGENZIA DELLA CONGREGAZIONE PER L'EVANGELIZZAZIONE DEIPOPOLI




 FIDES Service - 30 November 2006

FIDES SPECIAL FEATURE

Instrumentum mensis Novembris 

pro lectura Magisterii Summi Pontifici Benedicti XVI, pro evangelizatione in terris missionum

Annus II – Numerus XI, November A.D. MMVI

The month of November for Pope Benedict XVI was marked by preparation for his fifth international pastoral visit which began on  28 with his departure for Turkey. A journey of meetings with the Catholic community in Turkey, the Orthodox Christian communities, and the Ecumenical Patriarch of Constantinople Bartholomew I, an important visit, the Holy Father’s first to a mainly Muslim country .

On arrival in Turkey the Pope had a meeting with the President of the Religious Affairs Directorate, Prof. Ali Bardakoğlu. The Pope told him he had prepared for the visit with the same feelings of affection for the Turkish people expressed by Blessed Pope John XXIII, at the time Archbishop Angelo Giuseppe Roncalli, “who came here as Papal Representative in Istanbul”, and he recalled what Pope John Paul II said on the occasion of his visit to Turkey in 1979: ““I wonder if it is not urgent, precisely today when Christians and Muslims have entered a new period of history, to recognize and develop the spiritual bonds that unite us, in order to preserve and promote together, for the benefit of all men, ‘peace, liberty, social justice and moral values’” (Address to the Catholic Community in Ankara, 28 November 1979).”.

Pope Benedict XVI’s journey was an opportunity to strengthen ecumenical dialogue with Orthodox Christians in that country. The Holy Father addressed Patriarch Bartholomew I with words of friendship and said “May this meeting strengthen our mutual affection and renew our common commitment to persevere on the journey leading to reconciliation and the peace of the Churches.”.

· SYNTHESIS INTERVENTUUM

1 November 2006 - Homily during Mass on All Saints Day 

1 November 2006 - Angelus

3 November 2006 - Visit to the Pontifical Gregorian University
4 November 2006 – Homily during Mass for the repose of the souls of cardinals and bishops who died in the last year 

5 November  2006 - Angelus

6 November 2006 - Audience to the Plenary Assembly of the Pontifical Academy for Science  
8 November 2006 – General Audience 

9November 2006 – Audience to Plenary Assembly of the Pontifical Committee for Eucharistic Congresses  
12 November 2006 - Angelus

15 November 2006 - Message for 93rd World Day for del Migrants and Refugees
15 November 2006 – General Audience 
17 November 2006 - Audience to plenary assembly of the Pontifical Council  for Christian Unity 

18 November 2006 – Address after Concert by Philharmonic Quartet Berlin

19 November 2006 - Angelus

20 November 2006 – Address to the President of Italy received on official visit 
22 November 2006 – General Audience 
23 November 2006 – Audience to His Grace Dr. Rowan Williams, Archbishop of Canterbury, Primate of the Communion Anglican
23 November 2006 – Telegramme of sympathy after mining disaster in Poland 
24 November 2006 – Audience to participants at Conference promoted by  Pontifical Council  for Health Pastoral on the theme: "Pastoral aspects of treatment of infectious diseases
26 November 2006 - Angelus

27 November 2006 – Message to participants at Culture Summit in Asia

28 November 2006 – First day in Turkey, meeting with the president of the Religious Affairs Directorate 
28 November 2006 – Meeting with the heads of missions of the Diplomatic Corps in Ankara

29 November 2006 – Holy Mass at the Meryem Ana Evì Shrine (House of Mother Mary)
29 November 2006 – Visit and prayer at the  Patriarchal Church of St George at the Phanar
30 November 2006 – Address after Byzantine Liturgy in the Patriarchal Church of St George 

30 November 2006 – Signing of a joint declaration with the Ecumenical Patriarch
30 November 2006 – Visit to Santa Sophia Museum, Blue Mosque and Apostolic Armenian Cathedral
· VERBA PONTIFICIS

Contemplation
Ecumenical Dialogue
Inter-religious Dialogue 

Hunger in the world
Formation
Religious Freedom
The sick
Peace

Refugees
Saint Paul
All Saints and All Souls
State and Church
· INTERVENTUS SUPER QUAESTIONES

Pro Life - Mexican Bishops oppose new law to recognise same sex unions: “when the value of the family is undermined by social and economic pressure, the Church reacts and reaffirms that the family formed of the union of a man and a woman is necessary for the private good of the person and for the common good of every society, nation and state”  
Inter-religious Dialogue -  “We young people represent a new generation and a new hope. We accept the responsibility of continuing the dialogue begun here in Assisi and we fully commit ourselves to working for justice and to be instruments of peace in our homelands and in every corner of the earth”- Inter-religious Youth Meeting in Assisi 
Formation - “Catholic schools follow the four cardinal virtues Prudence, Justice, Temperance, Fortitude”, says Archbishop of Bangalore and ceremony for 125th anniversary of St  Joseph’s College
Mission - Argentina – Catholics must promote “a new culture of respect for the human person in every dimension": 1st Congress on Evangelisation of Culture 

Mission-  “Come, feed my sheep!”: vocation testimony at prayer meeting leads parents to make family “first school for vocations” 

Mission - at least 200 Chinese Catholics attend  Third Worldwide Chinese Pastoral and Evangelization Convention in Singapore – Message from the Prefect of the Congregation for the Evangelisation of Peoples  
· QUAESTIONES

VATICAN - “Pontifical Mission Societies enter a new stage  ... it is time to dedicate ourselves with greater effort to the consolidation of the PMS at the level of local Churches and the level of the respective countries”: PMS President Archbishop Hoser opens Special November Meeting 
VATICAN - Message from Cardinal Ivan Dias, Prefect of the Congregation for the Evangelisation of Peoples on the occasion of the 1st West African Mission Congress in Ouagadougou: “The formation missionary of apostolic personnel is a priority of priorities”

VATICAN - Archbishop of Canterbury Primate of the Anglican Communion visits Congregation for the Evangelisation of Peoples  
SYNTHESIS INTERVENTUUM

1 November – Homily on All Saints Day

VATICAN - Pope Benedict XVI celebrates All Saints Day: “being a Saint means: living close to God, living in his family. This is the vocation of all of us, heavily underlined by the Second Vatican Council and today re-proposed for our attention in a solemn manner ” 

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) – “The liturgy invites us to share the heavenly happiness of the saints, to taste this joy. The saints are not a small group of elected persons, but rather a countless host towards which the liturgy urges us to lift up our eyes. In that multitude there are not only officially recognised saints but also baptised persons of all epochs and nations, who strove with love and fidelity to do God’s will. Of most of them we know neither their faces nor their names but with the eyes of faith we see them resplendent, like stars filled with glory, in God’s heavens.” With this exhortation to “heavenly happiness” the Holy Father Benedict XVI started his homily during Mass in St Peter’s Basilica on November 1st, All Saints Day.   

The first reading from the Book of Revelation spoke of the saints "as an immense multitude, which no one could count, of every nation, race, people and language". “This people includes the saints of the Old Testament, starting with Abel the just and the faithful Patriarch Abraham, those of the New Testament, the numerous martyrs of the beginning of Christianity, the blessed and saints of later centuries down to Christ’s witnesses of our epoch– the Pope explained -. All have in common the desire to incarnate the Gospel in their existence, under the impulse of the eternal animator of the People of God, the Holy Spirit”.


To celebrate the saints, to look at their shining example “awakens in us a deep desire to be like the saints: happy to live close to God in His light, in the great family of God’s friends. Being a saint means: living close to God, living in His family. This is the vocation of all of us, heavily underlined by the Second Vatican Council and today re-proposed for our attention in a solemn manner ”. 

To be a saint therefore it is not necessary to perform extraordinary actions or works, or possess exceptional charisma “first and foremost it is necessary to listen to Jesus and to follow Him without losing courage in the face of difficulties”. The Pope said “every form of holiness, while following diverse paths, always passes along the way of the cross, the path of self-renunciation. The biographies of the saints describe men and women docile to God’s plans who at times faced indescribable trials and sufferings, persecution and martyrdom … the example of the saints is for us an encouragement to follow the same path and to experience the joy of those who trust in God, because the only true cause of sadness and unhappiness for the human person is to live far from Him”.

While holiness demands constant effort on our part  “it is possible for all because, more than the work of man it is first and foremost a gift of God”. In the second reading of the Mass, St John says: "You must see what great love the Father has lavished on us by letting us be called God's children-which is what we are!!". “It was therefore God who loved us first and made us his adopted children in Jesus,– Pope Benedict XVI explained  -. Everything in our life is a gift of His love: how can we remain indifferent to such a great mystery? How can we fail to respond to the love of our Heavenly Father with a life of grateful children?… The more we imitate Jesus and are united with Him, the more we enter the mystery of God’s holiness”. The Gospel of this feast gives the announcement of the Beatitudes. “In truth, only Jesus is the Blessed one par excellence... The Beatitudes show us the spiritual physiognomy of Jesus and so express His mystery, the Mystery of Death and Resurrection, Passion and the joy of the Resurrection. This mystery, which is the mystery of true beatitude, invites us to follow Christ, and doing so, to walk towards it. To the extent that we take up this proposal and start to follow Him – each under our different circumstances – we too may share in His beatitude”. 

The Pope ended his homily urging those present to invoke the saints “may they help us to imitate them and respond to the divine calling generously as they did. Let us invoke Mary, Mother of the Lord and mirror of all holiness”. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 3/11/2006 – righe 46;  parole 703)

See the Pope’s homily

http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/pontefici/pontefice.php?id=632
1 November 2006 - Angelus

VATICAN - On November before the Angelus prayer the Pope says: “let us revive our happiness in the communion of saints and let ourselves be drawn by them towards the goal of our existence: the meeting with God face to face”

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) – The solemnity of All Saints and the commemoration of All Souls offered the Holy Father Pope Benedict XVI an opportunity before reciting the Angelus with the crowds gathered in St Peter’s Square on Wednesday 1 November, to present points for meditation on the theme of eternal life. “In our day, more than in the past, one is so absorbed in earthly things that at times it is difficult to think of God as the protagonist of history and of our own life – the Pope said -. However by nature human existence tends to something greater which transcends it; the human being has an insupressible longing for justice, truth, total happiness. Faced with the enigma of death, many feel a desire and hope to see their loved ones in the next life. Just as there is a strong conviction with regard to a last judgement to re-establish justice, expectancy for a definitive moment when each receives what he or she deserves”. 

For Christians "eternal life" means “a new quality of existence, totally immersed in the love of God who frees us from evil and death and places us in unending communion with all our brothers and sisters who share in the same Love. Eternity, therefore, can already be present at the centre of our earthly, temporal life, when the soul, through grace, is united with God, the ultimate origin”. All Christians, called to holiness, live firmly anchored to "Rock" which is God, “they have their feet on the earth but the heart already in Heaven, final dwelling place of the friends of God”.

The Holy Father invited to meditate on these realities: “let us revive our happiness in the communion of saints and to let ourselves be drawn by them towards the goal of our existence: the meeting with God face to face. Let us pray that this may be the heritage of all the faithful departed, not only of our loved ones, but for all souls, particularly those most forgotten and in need of divine mercy”. 

After the Angelus the Pope greeted various language groups including a pilgrimage from north Africa bearing the “Torch of Truth” in the footsteps of St Augustine. The torch had travelled from the ancient city of Tagaste, in Algeria, to Hippo, where Augustine was Bishop, and then to Tunis and Malta and then to Ostia, near Rome, where Saint Monica the Saint’s mother died. After Rome the torch will be carried to Pavia in northern Italy where the saintly 4th century Bishop is buried. The Pope concluded “I am happy to bless this initiative of the Augustinian Order and this Torch symbol of faith and peace”. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 3/11/2006 – righe 30;  parole 438)

See the Pope’s address

http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/pontefici/pontefice.php?id=633
3 November 2006 - Visita alla Pontificia Università Gregoriana

VATICAN - “To have meaning in relation to the Kingdom of God, the fatigue of study and teaching, must be sustained by the theological virtues” the Pope recalls during his visit to the Pontifical Gregorian University

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) – During the morning of Friday 3 November Pope Benedict XVI paid a visit to the Pontifical Gregorian University. After a moment of personal prayer in the university chapel the Holy Father went to the University Four-Sided Portico to meet teachers, students and benefactors. He was welcomed by the University’s Rector Fr. Gianfranco Ghirlanda, Fr. Bryan Lobo student representative and secretary general Mr. Luigi Allena. In his address the Pope recalled the fact that the Jesuit University was founded in 1551 by the founder of the Society of Jesus, Saint Ignatius himself.

“I am happy to be here in this Portico which I have crossed on various occasions” the Pope said referring to when he was one of the Experts taking part in Vatican II and later as Professor of Dogmatics. “With the same familiarity of those times I say to you today dear professors and students,  that to have meaning in relation to the Kingdom of God, the fatigue of study and teaching, must be sustained by the theological virtues. In fact, the immediate goal of theological science in its different specialities, is God, who revealed himself in Jesus Christ, God with a human face … The study of Theology, Canon Law and Church History is not only knowledge of the propositions of the faith in the historical formulation and practical application, it is also and always intelligence of these in faith, hope and charity. Only the Spirit is able to scan the profundity of God and therefore only by listening to the Spirit can we scan the profundity of God’s greatness, wisdom and knowledge”. 


The Holy Father spoke about the origins of the Gregorian University, the famous teachers philosophers and theologians of the past and new challenges of the present times. “Today we cannot disregard secular culture which tends increasingly in many parts of the world not only to deny all sign of the presence of God in the life of society and the individual  but also with various means, which mislead and dull upright consciences, tries to corrode man’s capacity to listen to God. Nor can we ignore relations with other religions, which is constructive only if it avoids all ambiguity which in a way weakens the essential content of Christian faith in Christ the only Saviour of all men and women and in the Church sacrament necessary for salvation for all humanity .”

Referring to other human sciences studied at the University the Pope said  “precisely because these sciences concern humanity they cannot fail to refer to God … the destiny of humanity without reference to God can only be desolation and anguish which lead to desperation. Only in reference to God-Love, revealed in Jesus Christ, the human person finds the meaning of human existence and living in hope, despite the experience of evils which wound his personal existence and the society in which we live”. “It is in this perspective that you  Professors and Docents at the Gregorian, are called to form the students entrusted to you by the Church” the Pope said underlining that the integral formation of young people is one of the traditional apostolates of the Society of Jesus entrusted, through the centuries, with various national colleges and institutes, “to guarantee formation of the clergy in those nations where unity of faith and community with the Apostolic See had been broken ”.

Expressing satisfaction for the closing stage of the revision of the University’s Statutes and the Regulations of the different Faculties, Institutes and Centres, Pope Benedict XVI recalled that as a Pontifical college the Gregorian University strives to “sentire in Ecclesia et cum Ecclesia. This commitment stems from love for the Church our Mother and Bride of Christ. We must love the Church as Christ loved Her. Taking on ourselves the sufferings of the world and the Church to complete what is lacking in the sufferings of Christ in our own flesh. This will form new generations of priests, religious and committed lay men and women”. 

The teachers strive to “form priests who are learned but at the same time ready to consume their life with undivided heart, in a life of austerity and humility in service of all whom the Lord will entrust to their ministry”; to offer religious men and women “sound intellectual formation to enable them to live with joy their consecration as a gift from God, and serve as eschatological signs of the future life to which all are called”; to form lay competent men and women “to serve in the offices of the Church and be first and foremost leaven of God in the temporal sphere”. “Nevertheless dear students, formation is also your responsibility, - the Pope continued -. Of course study demands constant ascesis and abnegation, but precisely this is the path on which the person is formed for sacrifice and sense of duty ”. Last of all the Pope re-entrusted the  Gregorian to the spiritual sons of Saint Ignatius: “The Gregorian University still today, after 456 years, is the place which fully achieves the desire of St Ignatius and his first companions to help souls to love and serve God in everything for His greater glory”. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 6/11/2006, righe 61, parole  888)

See the Pope’s address in Italian

http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/pontefici/pontefice.php?id=635
4 November 2006 - Mass for the repose of the souls of the cardinals and bishops who died during the past year VATICAN - The Holy Father celebrates Mass for the repose of the souls of the cardinals and bishops who died during the past year: “Each was called in the Church to make his own and put into practice the words of the Apostle Paul “Life to me, of course, is Christ,” 

Vatican City – “Today we have gathered around the Lord’s altar to celebrate Mass for the repose of the souls of the cardinals and bishops whom God called from this life during the past year. As we hear the names we see again the familiar faces of the deceased cardinals who left us in the past twelve months: Leo Scheffczyk, Pio Taofinu’u, Raúl Francisco Primatesta, Angel Suquía Goicoechea, Johannes Willebrands, Louis-Albert Vachon, Dino Monduzzi and Mario Francesco Pompedda. I would like to mention each of the archbishops and bishops but it is enough to recall the consoling certainty that their names are "written in heaven" as Jesus assured His Apostles, (Lk 10,20).” With these words Pope Benedict XVI began his homily during Mass on Saturday 4 November in St Peter’s, offered for the repose of the souls of the cardinals and bishops who died during the past year.

“Recalling the names of these departed brothers in the faith – the Pope said in his homily – we are reminded of the sacrament of Baptism, which for them as for all Christians, marked the moment of entry into the communion of saints. At the end of life, death deprives us of everything which is earthly, but not of that Grace and sacramental ‘character’ which associated us inseparably from the Paschal Mystery of Our Lord and Savour. Stripped of everything but clothed in Christ: the baptised cross the threshold of death and present themselves to God who is just and merciful”. 

Reflecting of the readings of the Mass the Pope explained that the vision of dry bones narrated by the Prophet Ezekiel (37,1-14) in the light of Christ’s paschal mystery acquires the value of a universal parable on the human race. “God’s word, incarnated in Jesus comes to live in the world, which for many is a desolate valley; in full solidarity with humanity he announces the good news of eternal life. This announcement of hope is proclaimed even in the depth of the underworld, while the path to the promised Land is opened definitively”. The Gospel proclaimed the first verses of the great prayer of Jesus reported by St John in chapter 17. “The Lord’s words reveal that the ultimate purpose of the entire "work" of the incarnate Son of God was to give eternal life to humanity… to know Jesus is to know the Father and to enter into deep communion with the very Origin of Life, Light and Love.”

The Holy Father urged those present to thank God who “made his name known to the cardinals and bishops who left us”. “Each was called in the Church to make his own and put into practice the words of the Apostle Paul “Life to me, of course, is Christ,” (Phil 1,21), proclaimed in the second reading. This calling received in Baptism was strengthened in them with the Sacrament of Confirmation and the three grades of Holy Orders, and constantly nourished by participation in the Eucharist”. Last of all the Pope asked the Lord to grant that these recently deceased cardinals and bishops may reach “the longed-for destination”. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 6/11/2006, righe 39, parole  539)

See the Pope’s homily in Italian

http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/pontefici/pontefice.php?id=636

5 November 2006 - Angelus

VATICAN - The Pope at the Angelus says there is no need to fear the death of the body “because it is sleep from which one day we will reawaken. Whereas the death to be feared is that of the soul” – Appeal for peace in the West Bank: may bloodshed be stopped, may efforts to provide humanitarian aid be intensified and may negotiations resume immediately 

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) – Once again on Sunday November 5, following the commemoration of all the dead on All Souls Day, death seen with the eyes of faith was the subject of Pope Benedict’s midday Angelus reflection. Recalling that today’s so-called "civilisation of well-being" often seeks to remove from the mind all thought of death, the Pope said, “Death  in fact is part of life, and not only at the end, but, if we think more deeply, actually every instant. Nevertheless despite the many the distractions, the loss of a dear one reminds us of the "problem", making death appear as a radically hostile presence, contrary to our natural calling to life and happiness.”


Jesus, through His teaching, but above all with His own death, “revolutionised the impact of death” the Holy Father recalled. “The Son of God wished in this way to share to the full in our human condition in order to reopen it to hope. In ultimate analysis He was born so He could die and set us free from the slavery of death. Since then death is not the same: it has been so to say deprived of its "poison". God’s love, working in Jesus, gave new meaning to the whole of human existence, including death which it transformed … The death of the body is not to be feared, faith reminds us. Instead the death to be feared, is that of the soul which Revelation calls "second death". In fact those who die unrepentant in a state of mortal sin, locked in proud rejection of God’s love, exclude themselves from the kingdom of life.”


The Pope invoked the intercession of Most Holy Mary and Saint Joseph to obtain from God the grace  “to prepare serenely to leave this world whenever He calls us, with the hope of living eternally with Him, in company of the saints and our dear ones”.

After the Angelus prayer the Pope made an appeal for peace in the Gaza Strip: “I follow with deep concern reports on the grave deterioration of  the situation in the Gaza Strip and I wish  to express my closeness to the civilians who are suffering the consequences of these acts of violence. I ask you to join my prayer that almighty and all-merciful God may enlighten the authorities of Israel and Palestine and those of countries with particular responsibility in the region, so they will take action to stop the bloodshed, intensify initiatives of humanitarian aid and encourage an immediate return to direct, serious and concrete dialogue.” (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 6/11/2006 – righe 31, parole 441)

See the Pope’s address

http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/pontefici/pontefice.php?id=634
6 November 2006 – Audience with participants at  the  Pontifical Academy of Sciences
VATICAN – The Church “feels in duty bound to insist that science's ability to predict and control must never be employed against human life and its dignity”: Pope Benedict XVI tells participants at  the  Pontifical Academy of Sciences

Vatican City – At midday on Monday November, the Pope received participants in the plenary assembly of the Pontifical Academy of Sciences, headed by the president of that institution, Nicola Cabibbo. They have been meeting to consider the theme: "Predictability in Science: Accuracy and Limitations." Addressing his audience in English, the Holy Father observed how some people "have seen in the progress of modern science and technology one of the main causes of secularization and materialism... Christianity does not posit an inevitable conflict between supernatural faith and scientific progress.… If we think, for example, of how modern science, by predicting natural phenomena, has contributed to the protection of the environment, the progress of developing nations, the fight against epidemics, and an increase in life expectancy, it becomes clear that there is no conflict between God’s providence and human enterprise. Indeed, we could say that the work of predicting, controlling and governing nature, which science today renders more practicable than in the past, is itself a part of the Creator’s plan.” 

The Holy Father said “Man cannot place in science and technology so radical and unconditional a trust as to believe that scientific and technological progress can explain everything and completely fulfil all his existential and spiritual needs”. The Pope highlighted the question of the scientist’s “ethical responsibilities. His conclusions must be guided by respect for truth and an honest acknowledgment of both the accuracy and the inevitable limitations of the scientific method”. This means avoiding “needlessly alarming predictions” and also silence in the face of authentic problems. 


“Dear Academicians, our world continues to look to you and your colleagues for a clear understanding of the possible consequences of many important natural phenomena” said Pope Benedict XVI recalling continuing threats to the environment which are affecting whole peoples, and the urgent need to discover safe, alternative energy sources “available to all”.  And the Pope added: “Scientists will find support from the Church in their efforts to confront these issues, since the Church has received from her divine founder the task of guiding people’s consciences towards goodness, solidarity and peace. Precisely for this reason she feels in duty bound to insist that science’s ability to predict and control must never be employed against human life and its dignity, but always placed at its service, at the service of this and future generations.”.

The Pope said scientific method is limited and  “cannot, therefore, presume to provide a complete, deterministic representation of our future and of the development of every phenomenon that it studies”. Philosophy and theology “might make an important contribution to this fundamentally epistemological question”. 

The Pope concluded: “At the same time, there is a higher level that necessarily transcends all scientific predictions, namely, the human world of freedom and history. Whereas the physical cosmos can have its own spatial-temporal development, only humanity, strictly speaking, has a history, the history of its freedom. Freedom, like reason, is a precious part of God’s image within us, and it can never be reduced to a deterministic analysis. Its transcendence vis-à-vis the material world must be acknowledged and respected, since it is a sign of our human dignity. Denying that transcendence in the name of a supposed absolute ability of the scientific method to predict and condition the human world would involve the loss of what is human in man, and, by failing to recognize his uniqueness and transcendence, could dangerously open the door to his exploitation”. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 7/11/2006 – Righe 41, parole 600)

See the Pope’s address in English

http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/pontefici/pontefice.php?id=637
8 November 2006 – General Audience 

VATICAN - Pope Benedict XVI completes his teaching on Saint Paul the Apostle: “Christ Jesus is the summit of salvation history and therefore the true distinguishing point in dialogue with other religions” 

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) – At his general audience on Wednesday 8 November, Pope Benedict XVI  continued his presentation of the traits of St Paul whose whole life, the Pope recalled, was literally revolutionised by the encounter with Christ on the road to Damascus. “Christ becomes his reason for living and the profound motive behind all his apostolic labour … Therefore it is important that we realise the impact Jesus Christ can have on life and on our own life. In fact Jesus Christ is the summit of salvation history and therefore the distinguishing point in dialogue with other religions.” 


“Paul helps us understand the absolute, founding, and unique value of the faith” the Pope said: “ «Being justified» means being made just, being welcomed by the merciful justice of God to enter into communion with Him, and consequently being able to establish a much more authentic relationship with our brothers and sisters: and this on the basis of the total forgiveness of our sins. Paul says clearly that this condition of life depends not on our good works, but simply on God’s grace”. Before his conversion Paul was not distant from God and the Law of God. “On the contrary, he was an observing Jew, to the point of fanaticism. In the light of the encounter with Christ however he understood that acting in this way he had tried to build himself, his own justice, and with all this justice he lived for himself. He realised that in his life new direction was absolutely necessary … Paul, therefore no longer lives for himself for his own justice. He lives of Christ and with Christ: giving himself, instead of striving to build himself. This is the new justice, the new direction given us by the Lord, given us by faith”.


The Holy Father then highlighted a second component which defines the Christian identity described by Saint Paul in his life. “Christian identity composed of two elements: rather than seeking self, receiving self from Christ and giving one’s self to Christ and so participating personally in Christ’s life, immerging oneself in Him, sharing his death and his life  … While Faith in fact unites us closely with Christ it emphasises the distinction between Him and us. However for Paul the life of the Christian has another component which we could call ‘mystical’, since it implies identifying ourselves with Christ and Christ with us”. 


Following the example of Paul, “the faith should keep us in a constant attitude of humility before God, indeed of adoration and praise. In fact what we are because we are Christians, we owe solely to Him and to his grace... Our radical belonging to Christ and the fact that  «we exist in Him» should gives us an attitude of total confidence and immense joy … our Christian life therefore stands on the most stable and safe rock imaginable. And from this rock we draw all our strength”. Pope Benedict XVI concluded “let us face our life with its joys and sorrows, sustained by these lofty sentiments offered us St Paul”. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 9/11/2006, righe 37, parole 562) 

See the Pope’s address

http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/pontefici/pontefice.php?id=638
9 November 2006 – Audience with participants in the plenary assembly of the Pontifical Committee for International Eucharistic Congresses.

VATICAN - “How much need modern humanity has to rediscover the source of its hope in the Sacrament of the Eucharist!” Pope Benedict XVI receives participants in the plenary assembly of the Pontifical Committee for International Eucharistic Congresses.

Vatican City – This morning, 9 November the Pope Benedict XVI  received participants in the plenary assembly of the Pontifical Committee for International Eucharistic Congresses. In his address to the delegates, the Pope first recalled how they are currently preparing the 49th International Eucharistic Congress, due to be held in Quebec, Canada, in June 2008. Eucharistic congresses, he went on, "are always a source of spiritual renewal, an occasion to make better known the Blessed Eucharist, which was the most valuable treasure Jesus left us. They also constitute an encouragement for the Church to spread the love of Christ at all levels of society, and to testify to it without hesitation".

Benedict XVI said every Eucharistic Congress is an opportunity to recall "the Eucharist gift of God for the life of the world", as the basic text for the Congress affirms… In those days the Catholic world will set the eyes of the heart on the supreme mystery of the Eucharist to draw from it new apostolic and missionary impulse”. The Pope thanked those who are working “to help the faithful on every continent be ever more aware of the importance of the Eucharist in our life” and he added “how beneficial the rediscovery of Eucharistic adoration by many Christians”, mentioning lived by young people in Cologne on the occasion of World Youth Day, and with first Holy Communion in St Peter’s Square. “How much need modern humanity has to rediscover the source of its hope in the Sacrament of the Eucharist! – the Pope said -. I thank the Lord because many parishes, alongside the devout celebration of Mass, are educating the faithful in Eucharistic adoration. And it is my hope that - also in view of the next International Eucharistic Congress - this practice will become ever more widespread”.

The Pope concluded referring to the forthcoming post-Synodal Apostolic Exhortation on the Eucharist, which will bring together the indications that arose during the October 2005 Synod on that Sacrament, the Pope concluded by giving assurances that the document "will help the Church to prepare and celebrate with deep devotion the Eucharistic congress to be held in June 2008.. I entrust it from now on to the Blessed Virgin Mary, first and matchless adorer of Christ…”. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 9/11/2006 – Righe 28, parole 378)

See address in Italian

http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/pontefici/pontefice.php?id=639
12 November 2006 - Angelus

VATICAN – The Pope in his midday Angelus reflection recalls that Jesus wishes everyone to feel responsible for others so that each and all have the necessary for life. The fruits of the earth are God’s gift to the whole human family… Thanksgiving Day in Italy 

Vatican City –Sunday 12 November was Thanksgiving Sunday in Italy and in his Angelus address the Pope Benedict XVI  said this recurrence was an opportunity “thank God for the fruits of work in the fields” and also a time for   “concrete commitment to eradicating the scourge of hunger”.


“In our Christian families children are taught to thank God with a short prayer and the sign of the cross before starting the meal” said the Pope urging those present to continue or rediscover this custom, since it  “educates not to take for granted our  "daily bread", instead to recognise it as a gift of  God”. Indeed “we must learn to bless the Creator for everything… Jesus taught his disciples to pray not for "my" but for "our" daily bread, He wishes everyone to feel responsible for others so that all have the necessary for life. The fruits of the earth are God’s gift to the whole human family”.


Then Pope Benedict XVI spoke about the tragedy of hunger, still very serious despite commitment at the highest institutional levels. “The latest annual Report by FAO – the Pope said – confirmed what the Church knows well from the direct experience of her communities and missionaries: more than 800 million people live in a state of under-nourishment and too many, children in particular, die of hunger”. The Pope stressed the need to “eliminate the structural causes connected with the world economy system which destines the greater part of the planet’s resources to a minority of the population... for a wide scale impact it is necessary to "convert" the global development system; not only to address the scandal of hunger, but also the environmental and energy emergencies. However every individual and every family can do something to alleviate hunger in the world with a life style and consumption compatible with the protection of creation and criteria of justice towards those in every country who work the land.”

Before reciting the Angelus Prayer the Pope said “may Our Lady help us to be grateful for the gifts of God and to promote justice and solidarity in every corner of the earth”. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 13/11/2006 – righe 27, parole 411)

See the Pope’s address

15 November 2006 – Message  for 93rd  World Day for Migrants and Refugees
VATICAN - “In this misfortune experienced by the Family of Nazareth, obliged to take refuge in Egypt, we can catch a glimpse of the painful condition in which all migrants live, especially, refugees, exiles, evacuees, internally displaced persons, those who are persecuted.”: Pope Benedict XVI message for 93rd World Day for Migrants and Refugees 

Vatican City– “The Migrant Family” is the theme chosen by Pope Benedict XVI for the 93rd World Day for Migrants and Refugees, 14 January 2007. The theme, the Pope writes, “is in continuity with those of 1980, 1986 and 1993. It intends to underline further the commitment of the Church not only in favour of the individual migrant, but also of his family, which is a place and resource of the culture of life and a factor for the integration of values.”.


To reflect on the condition of the migrant family, the message presents first of all the Holy Family of  Nazareth in exile: “In this misfortune experienced by the Family of Nazareth, obliged to take refuge in Egypt, we can catch a glimpse of the painful condition in which all migrants live, especially, refugees, exiles, evacuees, internally displaced persons, those who are persecuted. We can take a quick look at the difficulties that every migrant family lives through, the hardships and humiliations, the deprivation and fragility of millions and millions of migrants, refugees and internally displaced people. The Family of Nazareth reflects the image of God safeguarded in the heart of every human family, even if disfigured and weakened by emigration.”


The Holy Father recalls the difficulties encountered by the migrant family, first of all separation from other family members, often a motive for breaking with original ties: “If the immigrant family is not ensured of a real possibility of inclusion and participation, it is difficult to expect its harmonious development”. Pope Benedict XVI affirms  “The International Convention for the protection of the rights of all migrant workers and members of their families which was enforced on July 1st, 2003, intends to defend men and women migrant workers and the members of their respective families... The Church encourages the ratification of the international legal instruments that aim to defend the rights of migrants, refugees and their families and, through its various Institutions and Associations, offers its advocacy that is becoming more and more necessary”. 


Much is already being done for the integration of the families of immigrants, although much still remains to be done, it is necessary to provide for legislative, juridical and social intervention to facilitate such an integration. “In recent times, there is an increase in the number of women who leave their countries of origin in search of better conditions of life, in view of more promising professional prospects. However, women who end up as victims of trafficking of human beings and of prostitution are not few in number. In family reunification, social workers, especially religious women, can render an appreciated service of mediation that merits our gratitude more and more.”.


The Message calls attention to the conditions of refugee families which “seem to have gone worse in comparison with the past... In the camps assigned to them, in addition to logistic difficulties, and those of a personal character linked to the trauma and emotional stress caused by the tragic experiences they went through, sometimes there is also the risk of women and children being involved in sexual exploitation, as a survival mechanism”. The presence of the Church in this field is particularly important to heal the wounds of the heart, restore the culture of respect and have the true value of love, encourage the desperate and guarantee the rights of families and adequate housing. “Refugees are asked to cultivate an open and positive attitude towards their receiving society and maintain an active willingness to accept offers to participate in building together an integrated community that would be a "common household" for all.”


The Pope speaks also about migrant students from other countries, far from home “without an adequate knowledge of the language, at times without friends and often with a scholarship that is insufficient for their needs. Their condition is even worse if they are married” and he adds “helping foreign students is "an important field of pastoral action”.

The Pope concludes saying he hopes World Day for Migrants and Refugees may be an opportunity “to build awareness, in the ecclesial community and public opinion, regarding the needs and problems, as well as the positive potentialities of migrant families” and that his thoughts “go in a special way to those who are directly involved in the vast phenomenon of migration, and to those who expend their pastoral energy in the service of human mobility”.  (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 15/11/2006 – Righe 52, parole 523)

See message in English, French, German, Portuguese and Spanish,

http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/pontefici/pontefice.php?id=641
15 November 2006 – General Audience 

VATICAN - The Pope’s teaching at the General Audience: “We learn from Paul that the working of the Spirit orients our life towards the great values of love, joy, communion and hope. It is up to us to experience this every day heeding the promptings of the Spirit”

Vatican City–  For the third Wednesday running Pope Benedict XVI devoted his General Audience teaching to the thought of  Saint Paul: “We have before us a giant not only at the level of concrete apostolate – the Pope said -, but also at the level of extraordinarily profound and inspiring theological doctrine … today we will see what Paul says about the Spirit and His presence in us”.


Recalling what St Luke writes in the Acts of the Apostles, the Pope said: “The Spirit of Pentecost brings a vigorous call to assume commitment for mission to bear witness to the Gospel along the roads of the world ... Saint Paul in his Letters speaks about the Spirit from another angle. Not content with illustrating the dynamic and operative dimension of the third Person of the Most Holy Trinity, he examines the Spirit’s presence in the life of every Christian whose very identity is marked by the Spirit. In other words Paul reflects on the Spirit explaining the influence on the acting and being of the Christian”. Saint Paul says the Spirit of God “lives in us” and that "God has sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts". “So the Christian, even before he acts, possesses a rich and fecund interiority received in the sacraments of Baptism and Confirmation, an interiority which places him in objective and original filial relationship with God. And this is a call to live this filial relationship and to be ever more aware that we are adopted children in the great family of God”. 


Paul teaches us that “there can be no authentic prayer without the presence of the Spirit in us … the Spirit, in fact, always alert in us, makes up for our inadequacy and offers to the Father our adoration and our deepest aspirations. Naturally this demands a level of deep vital communion with the Spirit. It is a call to be ever more aware and attentive to the Spirit’s presence in us, to transform it in prayer, to experience this presence and learn to pray and to speak with the Father as sons and daughters in the Holy Spirit.”


Another aspect we learn from Paul regards the Holy Spirit’s connection with love. “It is significant that when Paul mentions the various components of the fruits of the Spirit, he places love in first place – the Pope recalled -. And since by definition love unites, this means first of all that the Spirit creates communion within the Christian community… On the other hands it is also true that the Spirit urges us to build relationships of charity with all men and women. So that when we love we give space to the Spirit, allowing Him to fully express himself”.


The Pope concluded that according to Saint Paul the Spirit “is a generous pledge from God a foretaste and promise of our future heritage” and he urged those present to learn from Paul “that the working of the Spirit orients our life towards the great values of love, joy, communion and hope. It is up to us to experience this every day heeding the promptings of the Spirit”. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 16/11/2006, righe 38, parole 558) 

See the Pope’s teaching

http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/pontefici/pontefice.php?id=642
17 November 2006 - Audience to plenary assembly of the Pontifical Council for Unity of Christians
VATICAN – “Ecumenism of love” says Pope Benedict XVI to plenary assembly of the Pontifical Council for Unity of Christians: “The dialogue of charity by nature promotes and illuminates dialogue of truth… certainly relativism or easy and false Irenaenism will not help ecumenical efforts 

Vatican City– On Friday 17 November Pope Benedict XVI received in audience the participants at the plenary assembly of the Pontifical Council for the Promotion of the Unity of Christians. In his address the Pope said “What must be promoted above all is the ecumenism of love, that descends directly from the new commandment left by Jesus to His disciples. Love accompanied by coherent acts generates trust and opens eyes and heart  – the Holy Father continued. Dialogue of charity by nature promotes and illuminates dialogue in truth: it is in fact in the fullness of truth that there will be the definitive encounter to which the Spirit of Christ is leading us. Certainly, relativism or easy and false Irenaenism will not help ecumenical efforts. Indeed they misrepresent and disorientate these efforts. It is necessary to intensify ecumenical formation starting from the fundamentals of the Christian faith, from the announcement of God’s love revealed in the face of Jesus Christ and which Christ revealed to man enabling him to understand his lofty calling”. 


Referring to the theme of the plenary – “The Changing Ecumenical Situation." -, the Pope said “we live in times of great changes in almost every sector of life, and therefore it comes as no surprise that this also includes the life of the Church and relations among Christians. However it must be said that despite changing situations, mentalities and problems, the goal of the ecumenical movement remains the same: visible unity of the Church”. The Holy Father then confirmed the commitment made at the beginning of his Pontificate to re-establish full unity among all Christians as demanded by the Second Vatican Council. 


Recognising that since Vatican II progress has been made towards achieving full communion, the Pope said. “Great work has been done at the universal and local level. Brotherhood among all Christians has been rediscovered and re-established as a condition for dialogue, cooperation, prayer, solidarity… … My imminent visit to His Holiness Bartholomew I and that Ecumenical Patriarchate will be another sign of consideration for the Orthodox Churches, and will help – we trust – to hasten our steps towards re-establishing full communion”. Pope Benedict XVI continued: “Realistically however we must admit that the path ahead is still long. Since Vatican II the situation has altered under many aspects. Rapid changes in the world have effected also ecumenism”. Many eastern Churches, having reacquired freedom, are involved in a process of re-organisation and revitalisation. “Eastern and western Europe are drawing closer; this encourages the Churches to coordinate efforts to safeguard Christian Tradition and to announce the Gospel to the new generations. This collaboration is especially urgent in the situation of advanced secularisation in the western world”. Theological dialogue between the Catholic and the Orthodox Churches has received new impulse and the Pope said in this regard that he has great hopes “for the path ahead in respect for legitimate theological, liturgical and disciplinary variations”. Progress has also been made among the ecclesial Communities of the West “in reciprocal knowledge, to set aside prejudices, to confirm convergences and identify clearly the real divergences”.


With regard to the latter the Holy Father mentioned “the difficulty to find common understanding of the relationship between Gospel and Church and in relation to this, of the mystery of the Church and Church unity and the question of ministry in the Church. New difficulties have appeared in the field of ethics, different positions on present day issues assumed by the Christians confessions weaken the latter’s guiding incidence on public opinion. From this point of view what is needed is in depth dialogue on Christian anthropology as well as interpretation of the Gospel and its concrete application”.

The Pope concluded  underlining the importance of spiritual ecumenism  “prayer, charity, conversion of heart for personal and community renewal. I encourage you to continue on this path which has already borne fruit and will continue to do so”. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 18/11/2006 – Righe 52, parole 711)

See address in Italian

http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/pontefici/pontefice.php?id=643
18 November 2006 - address after a Concert in his honour given by the Philharmonic Quartet Berlin 

VATICAN – Music can lead to prayer “it invites us to lift our mind to God to find in Him the reasons for our hope and the strength to face the difficulties of life”: Pope Benedict XVI’s address after a Concert in his honour given by the Philharmonic Quartet Berlin 

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) – “Soloists playing together demands of the individual not only commitment of all one’s technical and musical ability to execute one’s own part, but at the same time the ability to listen carefully to the others. Only then we have a really great performance. This is a fitting image for us in the Church as we strive to be "instruments" to communicate to men and women the thought of the greatest "Composer", whose work is the harmony of the universe.” With these words Pope Benedict XVI addressed the four musicians of the Philharmonic Quartet Berlin who played at the concert in his honour offered by the President of the Federal Republic of Germany Mr Horst Köhler, in the afternoon of 18 November in the Vatican in the Sala Clementina.


“The compositions we have just heard helped us to meditate on the complexity of life and small daily events – the Holy Father said -. Each day is interwoven with joys and sorrow, hope and disappointment, routine and surprises, which alternate in a lively manner stirring in our heart fundamental questions with regard to "from where", and "where to" and the true meaning of life. Music, which expresses all these perceptions of the heart, offers the audience at a time such as this an opportunity to view as in a mirror the events of personal and universal history. However it offers even more: with its sounds it carries us into another world putting harmony in our heart. In this moment of peace we are able to see, as if from a high mount, the mysterious realities which man strives to decipher and which the light of the faith helps us to better understand. In fact we can imagine the history of the world as a marvellous symphony composed by God and whose execution he himself conducts like a skilful maestro. Although to us at times the score may appear difficult and complex, He knows it from the first note to the last. We are not called to take up the conductor’s baton, and even less to change the melody to suit our own taste. Instead  we are called, each in his or her own place and with his or her abilities, to collaborate with the great Maestro to perform His wonderful masterpiece. As we perform it we will gradually understand the magnificent design of the divine score”.

Pope Benedict XVI called attention to the fact that music can lead to prayer: “it invites us to lift our mind to God to find in Him the reasons for our hope and the strength to face the difficulties of life. Faithful to his commandments and with respect for his plan for salvation, together we can build a world in which there resounds the consoling melody of a transcendent symphony of love. Indeed, the Holy Spirit himself will render us instruments in harmony and responsible collaborators in a wonderful performance which expresses through the centuries the plan for universal salvation”. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 20/11/2006, righe 34, parole 516)

See the Pope’s address in Italian and German  

http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/pontefici/pontefice.php?id=644
19 November 2006 - Angelus

VATICAN - “Convents and monasteries of contemplative life are an  ‘oasis’ where man, a pilgrim on earth, can more easily draw from the sources of the Spirit and quench his thirst on his way. These apparently useless places are indispensable, like the green ‘lungs’ of a city”: Pope Benedict XVI  at the Angelus stresses the importance of the enclosed religious life

Vatican City– On the liturgical memory of the Presentation of Holy Mary in the Temple, 21 November, the Church celebrates the  “Day  pro Orantibus” and recalls with prayer and concrete aid communities of enclosed nuns and monks. “This is an opportune occasion to thank the Lord for the gift of the many people in convents and hermitages totally dedicated to God in prayer, silence and a hidden life” Pope Benedict XVI said before leading the recitation of the Angelus with thousands of people gathered in St Peter’s Square on Sunday 19 November. “People might question the meaning and value of their presence in our day, when there are many situations of poverty and urgent need – the Pope continued -. Why live "enclosed" for ever within the walls of a convent or monastery and deprive other people of one’s proper abilities and experience? How can prayer solve concrete problems which continue to afflict humanity today?”


Also in our day no few people  “give up a professional career often promising, to embrace the austere rule of an enclosed order” the Pope recalled, highlighting the decision of those who “bear silent witness that in the midst of daily vicissitudes often frenetic, the only support which never fails is God, the rock of steadfast fidelity and love”. And he continued: “In the face of widespread need felt by many to break daily routine in great urban cities and find places suitable for silence and meditation, convents of contemplative life are an "oasis" where man, a pilgrim on earth, can more easily draw from the sources of the Spirit and quench his thirst on his way. These apparently useless places are indispensable, like the green ‘lungs’ of a city: they are of benefit for all even those who never visit them or ignore their existence”.

Before reciting the Angelus, the Holy Father encouraged those present to thank God for enclosed nuns and monks and to support them with spiritual and material aid, so they may continue their mission “to keep alive in the Church the ardent desire for the return of Christ”. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 20/11/2006 – righe 26, parole 381)

See the Pope’s address

http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/pontefici/pontefice.php?id=645
20 November 2006 – Address to President of Italy on official visit
VATICAN - Pope Benedict XVI receives the President of Italy on official visit: “Church and State, although quite distinct, are both called, according to their respective mission and proper aims and means, to serve man, receiver and agent of the salvific mission of the Church and citizen of the state” 

Vatican City – “Church and State, although quite distinct, are both called according to their respective mission and proper aims and means, to serve man who is both receiver and agent of the salvific mission of the Church and a citizen of the state. It is in man that these two societies meet and collaborate to promote his integral good”. This was one of the reflections in Pope Benedict XVI’s address to the President of Italy Mr Giorgio Napolitano, who made an official visit to the Pontiff on Monday 20 November. The Pope also mentioned “the special bond of faith and history between Italy and the Successor of Saint Peter whose See, not without Divine arrangement, is situated in your country”. 


The custom of reciprocal visits between the  Successor of Peter and the President of Italy, and this occasion offer an opportunity “for reflection on the profound reasons for meetings between Church and state representatives”, the Pope said recalling the Pastoral Constitution Gaudium et spes which affirms: “The Church and the political community in their own fields are autonomous and independent from each other. Yet both, under different titles, are devoted to the personal and social vocation of the same men and women” (n. 76). Pope Benedict XVI then said that civil community’s concern for the good of citizens  “cannot be restricted to only certain dimension of the person”, since “man presents himself to the state also with his religious dimension”, and he continued: “Religious freedom is therefore a right not only of the individual but also of families, religious groups and the Church herself and the exercise of this right has an impact on many ambits and situations in which the believer lives and works”. 


“The freedom demanded by the Church and individual Christians, in no way undermines the interests of the state or other social groups, nor does it aim for authoritarian supremacy over the latter, rather it is the condition … to be able to carry out the valuable service which the Church offers Italy and every country in which she is present.  This service to society, which consists mainly in ‘supplying positive and convincing answers to the aspiration and questions of the people ’ offering them for their life, the light of the faith, the power of hope and the warmth of charity, is expressed also with regard to the civil and political ambit”. 

The Holy Father than recalled the specific contribution made by Catholic laity in commitment to tackling present day challenges, “war and terrorism, hunger and thirst, extreme poverty of so many people, certain terrible epidemics, but also protection of human life at every stage from conception to natural death, the promotion of the family, based on marriage and primarily responsible for education”. Pope Benedict XVI concluded “may the nation of Italy advance on the path of authentic progress and offer its valuable contribution to the international community, promoting those human and Christian values which are the substance of its history, culture, and ideal, juridical and artistic patrimony, which remain the foundation of the existence and commitment of its citizens”. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 21/11/2006 – Righe 38, parole 561)

See the Pope’s discourse in Italian

http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/pontefici/pontefice.php?id=646
22 November 2006 – General Audience
VATICAN - Benedict XVI concluded his reflections on Saint Paul: “Paul was converted to Christ and the Church at the same time, and so we understand why the Church is so present in his thought, his heart and his work” – appeal for peace in Lebanon

Vatican City–  At the General Audience on Wednesday 22 November Pope Benedict XVI concluded his reflections on Saint Paul focussing on “one of the decisive components of his activity and one of the most important themes of his thought: the realty of the Church”. Paul’s first contact with the person of Jesus occurs through the Christian community in Jerusalem, of which he becomes a fierce persecutor. “History shows that Jesus is usually reached through the Church!” the Pope said and also Paul came into contact with the Church before he encountered Jesus, although this contact provoked violent repulsion. “Paul joined the Church thanks to a direct intervention by Christ, who revealed himself on the road to Damascus, identified himself with the Church making him realise that by persecuting the Church Paul was actually  persecuting Jesus, the Lord”. Paul was converted to Christ and the Church at the same time, and so we understand why the Church is so present in his thought, his heart and his work. 


In the first place Paul “founds various Churches in the different cities where he goes to evangelise ”, and he keeps contact with these Communities “not cold bureaucratic contact but intense and warm … At times he demonstrates towards them sentiments not only of paternity but even of maternity”. Moreover in his “Letters” Paul illustrates his doctrine on the Church, defining it, the first Christian author of the 1st century to do so, as “body of Christ”. “Paul helps us understand that there exists not only membership the Church of Christ – the Pope said -, but also a certain form of equivalence and identification of the Church with Christ. From this is derived the greatness and nobility of the Church, that is, of all of us who belong to the Church: we are members of Christ, almost an extension of his personal presence in the world. From this there follows, naturally, our duty to live truly in conformity with Christ”. Many times Paul speaks of the different charisma in the Church which call come from “one source, the Spirit of the Father and the Son... However it is important that all charismas cooperate together to build up the community and do not become instead a motive of laceration”. 


Pope Benedict XVI continued: “to underline the need for unity does not mean to uniform or level ecclesial life according to only one way of operating... All must help build the ecclesial tissue in an orderly manner”. Last of all Paul presents the Church “as the bride of Christ” from an ancient prophetical metaphor: “this was to explain the depth of the relationship that exists between Christ and his Church, both in the sense that she is the object of the Lord’s most tender love, and in the sense that love must be reciprocal and that therefore we too, as members of the Church, must demonstrate fidelity to Him.” The Pope concluded speaking about communion: “vertical between Jesus Christ and all of us, and horizontal communion between all those in the world who  ‘invoke the name of Our Lord Jesus Christ’… a non Christian who enters one of our assemblies should be able to say at the end: "Truly God is with you!". Let us pray to the Lord that we may be in communion with Christ and communion among ourselves.”


At the end of today's general audience, Benedict XVI mentioned the attack yesterday in Lebanon in which Pierre Gemayel, the country's industry minister, was assassinated. "I firmly condemn this brutal attack," said Pope Benedict, "and give assurances of my prayers and my spiritual closeness to the family in mourning, and to the beloved Lebanese people. In the face of the dark forces that seek to destroy the country, I invite all Lebanese not to allow themselves to be overcome by hatred, but to reinforce national unity, justice and reconciliation, and to work together to build a future of peace. Finally, I invite leaders of the nations that have the fate of this region at heart to contribute to finding a global negotiated solution to the various situations of injustice that have existed for too many years.” (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 23/11/2006, righe 48, parole 717) 
See the Pope’s catechesis in Italian

http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/pontefici/pontefice.php?id=647
23 November 2006 – Audience with His Grace Dr. Rowan Williams, Archbishop of Canterbury, Primate of the Anglican Communion

VATICAN – Pope Benedict XVI  receives His Grace Dr. Rowan Williams, Archbishop of Canterbury, Primate of the Anglican Communion: “The world needs our witness and the strength which comes from an undivided proclamation of the Gospel”

Vatican City  (Agenzia Fides) – This morning Pope Benedict XVI received in Audience His Grace Dr. Rowan Williams, Archbishop of Canterbury, Primate of the Anglican Communion, and his entourage. After the meeting the Pope and the Archbishop went to pray in one of the Pope’s private Chapel the newly restored Redemptoris Mater.

In his address during the audience Pope Benedict XVI recalled the long history of relations between the See of Rome and the See of Canterbury, “started when Pope Gregory the Great sent Saint Augustine to the land of the Anglo Saxons more than 1,400 years ago”, and he recalled with gratitude the presence of representatives of the Anglican Communion at the funeral of John Paul II and  the Mass for the beginning of the new Pontificate. 

“Your visit to the Holy See coincides with the fortieth anniversary of the visit of the then Archbishop of Canterbury, Dr Michael Ramsey, to Pope Paul VI” the Holy Father recalled, underlining that the visit  was filled with great promise, as the Anglican Communion and the Catholic Church took steps towards initiating a dialogue about the questions to be addressed in the search for full visible unity.. “There is much in our relations over the past forty years for which we must give thanks.” The Pope said recalling steps forward from the point of view of theological discussion, friendship and good relations between Catholics and Anglicans in many parts of the world, visits by the Archbishops of Canterbury to the Holy See, the creation of a Joint Commission of Bishops to “discern appropriate ways to express in ecclesial life progress made”.

“In the present context, however, and especially in the secularized Western world, there are many negative influences and pressures which affect Christians and Christian communities”. S trains and difficulties besetting the Anglican Communion and consequently about the uncertainty of the future of the Communion itself, and discussion on other matters such as the ordained ministry and moral teaching, affect also relations between the Anglican Communion and the Catholic Church. “We believe that these matters, which are presently under discussion within the Anglican Communion, are of vital importance to the preaching of the Gospel in its integrity, and that your current discussions will shape the future of our relations” the Pope said wishing the Anglican Communion would remain firmly anchored to the Gospel and Apostolic Tradition, “which form our common heritage and are the basis of our common aspiration to work for full and visible unity”. The Pope concluded “The world needs our witness and the strength which comes from an undivided proclamation of the Gospel. The immense sufferings of the human family and the forms of injustice that adversely affect the lives of so many people constitute an urgent call for our shared witness and service. Precisely for this reason, and even amidst present difficulties, it is important that we continue our theological dialogue. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 23/11/2006 - Righe 35, parole 468)

See the Pope address in English
http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/pontefici/pontefice.php?id=648

See Common Declaration in English
http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/pontefici/bxvi_rwilliams_231106.html

23 November 2006 - Telegramme of sympathy for mining disaster at Halema, Ruda Śląska, Poland
VATICAN - Pope Benedict XVI sends telegramme of sympathy after Polish coal mine accident in which 23 miners were killed   
Vatican City – On behalf of Pope Benedict XVI,  Cardinal Secretary of State Tarcisio Bertone S.D.B. sent a telegramme of sympathy to Metropolitan Archbishop Damian Zimon of Katowice, Poland, after Tuesday's accident at the Halemba coal mine in which 23 miners were killed.   "The Holy Father commends," the cardinal writes, "the souls of the dead to the mercy of God, asking Him to accept the offer of their labours and their life, and to introduce them to His glory. ... With a cordial prayer, he embraces the families of the dead, and everyone weeping their sudden loss. Upon them, he imparts his apostolic blessing, which he also extends to the entire archdiocese of Katowice”. From the Vatican, 22 November 2006. Cardinal Tarcisio Bertone, Secretary of State”. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 23/11/2006 – Righe 11, parole 151)
26 November 2006 - Angelus

VATICAN - The Pope at the Angelus on the Feast of Christ the King says “He came not to dominate peoples and territories, but to free man from the slavery of sin and reconcile him with God”. The Pope asks people to pray for his visit to Turkey “may this pilgrimage bear fruit as God desires”

Vatican City – On the last Sunday of the Liturgical year the Church celebrates the Feast of Christ the King, and on November 26th during his Angelus discourse Pope Benedict XVI  reflected on the Gospel of the day, which proposed the passage where Pontius Pilate questions Jesus accused of proclaiming himself "king of the Jews". “Jesus replies that he is King but not of this world  – the Pope said -. He came not to dominate peoples and territories, but to free man from the slavery of sin and reconcile him with God”.” 


The truth which Christ came to reveal to the world with his whole life is that   “God is love: this is the truth to which He bore full witness by sacrificing his life on Calvary. The Cross is the ‘throne’ from which He revealed the sublime sovereignty of God who is Love: offering himself in expiation for the sins of the world, He defeated the dominion of the ‘prince of this world and installed definitively the Kingdom of God”. The Kingdom will be fully revealed at the end of time when  “the Son will hand the Kingdom over to the Father and at last God will be  ‘all in all’. The path to this destination is long  – the Pope said – and there are no shortcuts: each of us is called to freely accept the truth of God’s love. He is Love and Truth, and love and truth never impose themselves: they knock at the door of the heart and mind and, wherever they are welcomed, they bring peace and joy”. The Holy Father urged those present to pray for the intercession of the Blessed Virgin Mary  “associated in a most singular manner” with the sovereignty of Christ, “that God’s love may reign in all hearts and His plan of justice and peace be fulfilled”.


After the Marian prayer the Pope said: “As you know in the coming days I will make a visit to Turkey. I wish to send warm greetings to the beloved people of Turkey rich in history and culture; to the nation and its representatives I express sentiments of esteem and sincere friendship. With profound emotion I look forward to meeting the small Catholic Community, always present in my heart, and to paying a fraternal visit to the Orthodox Church on the occasion of the Feast of Saint Andrew the Apostle. With confidence I will follow in the footsteps of my venerable predecessors Paul VI and John Paul II; and I invoke the heavenly protection of Blessed John XXIII, for ten years Apostolic Delegate in Turkey, a country he loved and admired. I ask you all to accompany me with prayers that this pilgrimage may bear fruit as God desires”. Pope Benedict XVI then recalled that 1 December is World AIDS Day: “I sincerely hope this occasion will foster increased responsibility to treat the disease and commitment to avoid all discrimination with regard to the people affected”. 

Speaking in Italian the Pope addressed the participants at the 28th National Conference on Sacred Music. “Dear friends I am happy that you commemorated the great Maestro Lorenzo Perosi fifty years since his death, former director of the Choir of the Cappella Sistina and who left musical works of deep religious inspiration. I hope you may all be authentic evangelisers with the expression of the beauty and harmony of your musical art.” (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 27/11/2006 – righe 40, parole 609)

See the Pope’s address

http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/pontefici/pontefice.php?id=650
27 November 2006 – Message to participants at Culture Summit in Asia

VATICAN - “Evangelization and inculturation constitute an inseparable pair”, Pope Benedict XVI’s message to participants at Culture Summit in Asia

Vatican City – After the meeting for Directors of Catholic Cultural Centres in India, the Pontifical Council  for Culture en route towards the Far East in the footsteps of St Francis Xavier, went to Bali, Indonesia, where since the 26 November, a meeting is taking place for members and consultors of the Pontifical Council and presidents of national bishops’ commissions for culture, until  30 November. 

Pope Benedict XVI sent a message for the occasion of the  Pan-Asian meeting of Members and Consultors of the Pontifical Council for Culture and Presidents of the National Bishops’ Commissions for Culture.


“I am convinced that there is a great need for the whole Church to rediscover the joy of evangelization, to become a community inspired with missionary zeal to make Jesus better known and loved”, the Pope wrote.


“Naturally, such evangelization has to be accompanied by a commitment to sincere and authentic dialogue between cultures and between religions, marked by respect, reciprocity, openness and charity.”


Benedict XVI final exhortation was that “evangelization and inculturation constitute an inseparable pair, both elements of which must be present if the Gospel of Christ is truly to become incarnate in the lives of people of every race, nation, tribe and language.”

In his opening address Cardinal Paul Poupard, President of the Pontifical Council for Culture and the Pontifical Council for Interreligious Dialogue, gave a theological introduction on the inseparable concepts of the inculturation of the Gospel and the evangelisation of culture. He then reflected on the main challenges to the evangelisation of culture posed by the continent of Asia with its great variety of cultures and religions: Christianity seen as a foreign religion; relativism; religious fundamentalism; violence and little religious freedom; the cultural impact of poverty, inequality, corruption; sects and new religious movements; Asian youth; the role of Catholic Cultural Centres; indigenous peoples; the media and communications.

See message in English  http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/pontefici/pontefice.php?id=652
(AP) (27/11/2006 Agenzia Fides; Righe:32; Parole:346)

28 November 2006 – First day in Turkey meeting with president of the Religious Affairs Directorate, Prof. Ali Bardakoğlu

VATICAN - Pope Benedict XVI in Turkey – “Christians and Muslims, following their respective religions, are a reminder of the truth about the sacred character and dignity of the human person. This is the basis of our reciprocal respect and esteem, this is the basis for cooperation at the service of peace among nations and peoples”

Ankara – On Tuesday 28 November the Holy Father Pope Benedict XVI began a visit to Turkey, his 5th international Journey. At Ankara Airport he was welcomed by Prime Minister Recep Tayyip Erdoğan and other authorities. Also there to greet him was Archbishop Ruggero Franceschini O.F.M. Cap., of Izmir, president of the Catholic Bishops’ Conference of Turkey.., and Mgr. Christophe-Zakhia El-Kassis secretary of the Apostolic Nunciature. Immediately after his arrival, while still at the airport the Pope had a private meeting with the Prime Minister about to depart for a NATO meeting.


The Pope was then driven to Atatürk Mausoleum, the burial place of Mustafa Kemal "Atatürk", founder and first president of the Republic of Turkey. The Pope signed the Visitors Book  with these words: “In this land, meeting point and crossroads of religions and cultures, Asia and Europe, I endorse willingly the words of the Founder of the Turkish Republic to express the wish: "Peace in our Homeland, peace in the world". After the welcome ceremony and a visit to the Present of Turkey Ahmet Necdet Sezer at the presidential palace in Ankara, the Pope had a meeting with  vice-premier Mehmet Ali Şahin.


Pope Benedict XVI, accompanied by his entourage of cardinals and bishops then went to the Diyanet, Religious Affairs Directorate, to meet Prof. Ali Bardakoğlu, President of the Religious Affairs Directorate, in the presence of various leading Muslim figures grand mufti of Ankara and Grand Mufti of Istanbul. After a private meeting with Prof. Ali Bardakoğlu in the Diyanet Conference Room the Pope gave an address in which he greeted  “I greet all the Muslims in Turkey with particular esteem and affectionate regard.”.


“Your country is very dear to Christians– the Pope said -,: many of the earliest Church communities were founded here and grew to maturity, inspired by the preaching of the Apostles, particularly Saint Paul and Saint John. The tradition has come down to us that Mary, the Mother of Jesus, lived at Ephesus, in the home of the Apostle Saint John. This noble land has also seen a remarkable flowering of Islamic civilization in the most diverse fields, including its literature and art, as well as its institutions. There are so many Christian and Muslim monuments that bear witness to Turkey’s glorious past.”


The Pope said he had come to visit to Turkey with the same sentiments as those expressed by his predecessor Blessed John XXIII, when he came as Archbishop Angelo Giuseppe Roncalli, to fulfil the office of Papal Representative in Istanbul, and he quoted what Pope John Paul II on the occasion of his visit to Turkey in November 1979: “I wonder if it is not urgent, precisely today when Christians and Muslims have entered a new period of history, to recognize and develop the spiritual bonds that unite us, in order to preserve and promote together, for the benefit of all men, ‘peace, liberty, social justice and moral values’”.


Pope Benedict XVI said: “Christians and Muslims, following their respective religions, are a reminder of the truth about the sacred character and dignity of the human person. This is the basis of our reciprocal respect and esteem, this is the basis for cooperation at the service of peace among nations and peoples, the dearest wish of all believers and all people of good will.”

“Christians and Muslims belong to the family of those who believe in the one God and who, according to their respective traditions, trace their ancestry to Abraham the Pope continued recalling the teaching of Vatican II (cf. Second Vatican Council, Declaration on the Relation of the Church to Non-Christian Religions Nostra Aetate 1, 3). This human and spiritual unity in our origins and our destiny impels us to seek a common path as we play our part in the quest for fundamental values so characteristic of the people of our time. As men and women of religion, we are challenged by the widespread longing for justice, development, solidarity, freedom, security, peace, defence of life, protection of the environment and of the resources of the earth… Above all, we can offer a credible response to the question which emerges clearly from today’s society, even if it is often brushed aside, the question about the meaning and purpose of life, for each individual and for humanity as a whole”. 


Pope Benedict XVI said : “We are called to work together, so as to help society to open itself to the transcendent,” and “The best way forward is via authentic dialogue between Christians and Muslims, based on truth and inspired by a sincere wish to know one another better, respecting differences and recognizing what we have in common”. 


The Holy Father then quoted Pope Gregory VII with regard to ‘charity that Christians and Muslims owe to one another’ and added: “Freedom of religion, institutionally guaranteed and effectively respected in practice, both for individuals and communities, constitutes for all believers the necessary condition for their loyal contribution to the building up of society, in an attitude of authentic service, especially towards the most vulnerable and the very poor.” The Pope concluded “May we come to know one another better, strengthening the bonds of affection between us in our common wish to live together in harmony, peace and mutual trust”. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 29/11/2006 – righe 67, parole 938)  

See the Pope’s address

28 November 2006 - Meeting with the Diplomatic Corps, at the Apostolic Nunciature in Ankara

VATICAN - Pope Benedict XVI in Turkey – Meeting with the Diplomatic Corps: “I am therefore happy to be a guest of Turkey today, having come here as a friend and as an apostle of dialogue and peace.”

Ankara – “I am therefore happy to be a guest of Turkey today, having come here as a friend and as an apostle of dialogue and peace.” Pope Benedict XVI said to the Diplomatic Corps, at the Apostolic Nunciature in Ankara, on 28 November. In his address the Holy Father recalled visits to Turkey, Pope Paul VI in 1967 and Pope John Paul II in 1979 also mentioning the untiring promoter of peace during World War I, Pope Benedict XV, and Blessed John XXIII, the Pope known as the “friend of Turks”, Apostolic Delegate in Turkey and Apostolic Administrator of the Latin Vicariate of Istanbul”.


Referring to commitment for peace, the Pope said “true peace needs justice, to correct the economic imbalances and political disturbances which always give rise to tension and threaten every society.” It is necessary, he said, to “respect the decisions of international institutions” and above all reach real dialogue “that is to say fruitful debate between the parties concerned, in order to arrive at lasting and acceptable political solutions, respectful of persons and peoples.”. The Holy Father then mentioned the conflict in the Middle East, encouraging the efforts of many countries including Turkey to restore peace in Lebanon, and calling once again on the international community “not to abandon its responsibilities”. 


The Pope said Turkey is a  “bridge between East and West, between the continent of Asia and that of Europe, a crossroads of cultures and religions”. During the last century she acquired means to become “a great modern state” the Pope said, recalling the decision to make a clear distinction between civil society and religion in autonomy and reciprocal respect. Turkey’s Constitution recognises every citizen’s right to freedom of worship and freedom of conscience. “The civil authorities of every democratic country are duty bound to guarantee the effective freedom of all believers and to permit them to organize freely the life of their religious communities – the Pope said -  Naturally it is my hope that believers, whichever religious community they belong to, will continue to benefit from these rights, since I am certain that religious liberty is a fundamental expression of human liberty and that the active presence of religions in society is a source of progress and enrichment for all”. 


 “This assumes, of course, that religions do not seek to exercise direct political power, as that is not their province, and it also assumes that they utterly refuse to sanction recourse to violence as a legitimate expression of religion”. The Pope said, adding in this regard, “I appreciate the work of the Catholic community in Turkey, small in number but deeply committed to contributing all it can to the country’s development, notably by educating the young, and by building peace and harmony among all citizens.” He stressed the importance of authentic dialogue whose purpose is to “enable different religions to come to know one another better and to respect one another, in order to work for the fulfilment of man’s noblest aspirations, in search of God and in search of happiness”. He expressed his esteem for Muslims, encouraging them to “continue to work together, in mutual respect, to promote the dignity of every human being and the growth of a society where personal freedom and care for others provide peace and serenity for all”. 


Since the Church, has received a spiritual mission from her Founder, the Pope reaffirmed, “she has no intention of intervening directly in political or economic life. However, by virtue of her mission and her long experience of the history of societies and cultures, she wishes to make her voice heard in international debate, so that man’s fundamental dignity, especially that of the weakest, may always be honoured”. The Pope concluded “The voice of the Church on the diplomatic scene is always characterized by the Gospel commitment to serve the cause of humanity, and I would be failing in this fundamental obligation if I did not remind you of the need always to place human dignity at the very heart of our concerns…I sincerely hope that the good relations between nations, which it is your task to serve, may also contribute increasingly to the genuine growth of humanity, created in the image of God.”. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 29/11/2006 – righe 49, parole 713)

See the Pope’s address
http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/pontefici/pontefice.php?id=654

29 November 2006 – Holy Mass at Meryem Ana Evì Shrine

VATICAN – Pope Benedict XVI in Turkey  - Holy Mass at Meryem Ana Evì Shrine: “from here in Ephesus, a city blessed by the presence of Mary Most Holy, let us lift up to the Lord a special prayer for peace among  peoples”

Ephesus – On November 29 in the morning Pope Benedict XVI went to Ephesus to celebrate Mass at the Shrine of Meryem Ana Evì (House of Mother Mary) from where he launched a heartfelt call for peace. In his homily the Pope said  “From here in Ephesus, a city blessed by the presence of Mary Most Holy – who we know is loved and venerated also by Muslims – let us lift up to the Lord a special prayer for peace between peoples. From this edge of the Anatolian peninsula, a natural bridge between continents, let us implore peace and reconciliation, above all for those dwelling in the Land called “Holy” and considered as such by Christians, Jews and Muslims alike: it is the land of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, destined to be the home of a people that would become a blessing for all the nations (cf. Gen 12:1-3). Peace for all of humanity!!... We all need this universal peace; and the Church is called to be not only the prophetic herald, but even more, the “sign and instrument” of this peace. Against the backdrop of universal peace, the yearning for full communion and concord between all Christians becomes even more profound and intense”.

At the beginning of his homily Pope Benedict XVI explained the reason for the celebration: “to praise the Lord for Mary’s divine motherhood, a mystery solemnly confessed and proclaimed in Ephesus at the Ecumenical Council of 431.” In this place, so dear to the Christian community, the Servants of God Paul VI and John Paul II who came as pilgrims, and Papal Representative Angelo Roncalli now Blessed John XXIII, the Holy Father thanked the people “for your presence, your witness and your service to the Church in this blessed land.”

Referring to Mary, Mother of God and Mother of the Church, the Holy Father said “Mary’s motherhood, which began with her fiat in Nazareth, is fulfilled at the foot of the Cross… Looking down from the Cross at his Mother and the beloved disciple by her side, the dying Christ recognized the first fruits of the family which he had come to form in the world, the beginning of the Church and the new humanity... The Son of God thus fulfilled his mission: born of the Virgin in order to share our human condition in everything but sin, at his return to the Father he left behind in the world the sacrament of the unity of the human race”.

Dwelling on the Mass readings the Pope mentioned St Paul’s words chosen as the motto for the Papal Journey: "Christ is our peace" (Eph 2,14). “Inspired by the Holy Spirit, Paul tells us that Jesus Christ has not only brought us peace, but that he is our peace” the Pope said recalling that grace transforms humanity and the world and peace is a fruit of this transformation. “Paul knows that he has been sent to proclaim a “mystery”, a divine plan that only in the fullness of time has been carried out and revealed in Christ: namely, that “the Gentiles have become fellow heirs, members of the same body, and sharers in the promise in Christ Jesus through the Gospel” (Eph 3:6). This mystery is accomplished, in salvation history, in the Church, the new People in which, now that the old dividing wall has been broken down, Jews and pagans find themselves united. Like Christ himself, the Church is not only the instrument of unity, but also its efficacious sign. And the Virgin Mary, the Mother of Christ and of the Church, is the Mother of that mystery of unity which Christ and the Church inseparably signify and build up, in the world and throughout history..”

The Pope concluded addressing the Catholic community: “Dear brothers and sisters, in this visit I have wanted to convey my personal love and spiritual closeness, together with that of the universal Church, to the Christian community here in Turkey, a small minority which faces many challenges and difficulties daily. With firm trust let us sing, together with Mary, a Magnificat of praise and thanksgiving to God who has looked with favour upon the lowliness of his servant (cf. Lk 1:48). Let us sing joyfully, even when we are tested by difficulties and dangers, as we have learned from the fine witness given by the Roman priest Don Andrea Santoro, whom I am pleased to recall in this celebration. Mary teaches us that the source of our joy and our one sure support is Christ, and she repeats his words: “Do not be afraid” (Mk 6:50), “I am with you”.” (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 30/11/2006 - righe 48, parole 707)

See homily in English

http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/pontefici/pontefice.php?id=655

29 November 2006 - Visit and prayer at the Patriarchal Church of St George at the Phanar 

VATICAN – Pope Benedict XVI in Turkey  - Meeting with H. H. Bartholomew I: “May this meeting strengthen our mutual affection and renew our common commitment to persevere on the journey leading to reconciliation and the peace of the Churches.”

Istanbul – On his return to Instanbul, in the afternoon of 29 November Pope Benedict XVI visited and prayed at Patriarchal Church of St George at the Phanar which stands next to the Ecumenical patriarchate. The Pope and the Ecumenical Patriarch went into the church to pray. Then responding to a speech by His Holiness Bartholomew I, the Pope addressed those present. “It gives me great joy to be among you, my brothers in Christ, in this Cathedral Church, as we pray together to the Lord and call to mind the momentous events that have sustained our commitment to work for the full unity of Catholics and Orthodox” the Pope said recalling “the courageous decision to remove the memory of the anathemas of 1054” by Pope Paul VI and Patriarch Atenagoras. It is on this foundation of mutual love that new relations between the Churches of Rome and Constantinople developed, marked by several declarations for common commitment and many significant acts.

“I also rejoice to be in this land so closely connected to the Christian faith, where many Churches flourished in ancient times” the Holy Father continued mentioning “the rich harvest of martyrs, theologians, bishops, priests, monastics, and holy men and women which those Churches brought forth over the centuries”…especially “the outstanding saints and pastors who have watched over the See of Constantinople, among them Saint Gregory of Nazianzus and Saint John Chrysostom, whom the West also honours as Doctors of the Church”, and he added “In this part of the Eastern world were also held the seven Ecumenical Councils which Orthodox and Catholics alike acknowledge as authoritative for the faith and discipline of the Church”. The Pope concluded “May this meeting strengthen our mutual affection and renew our common commitment to persevere on the journey leading to reconciliation and the peace of the Churches.”. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 30/11/2006 - righe 21, parole 326)

See the Pope’s address 

http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/pontefici/pontefice.php?id=656

30 November 2006 – Address after Divine Liturgy in Patriarchal Church of St George at the Phanar

VATICAN – Pope Benedict XVI in Turkey - Divine Liturgy on the Feast of Saint Andrew: “Our efforts to build closer ties between the Catholic Church and the Orthodox Churches are a part of this missionary task”

Istanbul (Fides Service) – On the feast day of Saint Andrew the Apostle, patron saint of the Church of Constantinople, Thursday 30 November, Pope Benedict XVI was invited by the Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew I to attend the Divine Liturgy of Saint John Chrysostom at the Church of St George at the Phanar, Istanbul. At the end of the Liturgy the Pope addressed those present: “Today, in this Patriarchal Church of Saint George, we are able to experience once again the communion and call of the two brothers, Simon Peter and Andrew, in the meeting of the Successor of Peter and his Brother in the episcopal ministry, the head of this Church traditionally founded by the Apostle Andrew. Our fraternal encounter highlights the special relationship uniting the Churches of Rome and Constantinople as Sister Churches.”.

The Pope recalled important steps have been taken along the path of mutual rapprochement taken by Pope Paul VI and Patriarch Athenagoras, and their successors. “In that same spirit, my presence here today is meant to renew our commitment to advancing along the road towards the re-establishment – by God’s grace – of full communion between the Church of Rome and the Church of Constantinople”.

“The two brothers, Simon, called Peter, and Andrew, were fishermen whom Jesus called to become fishers of men. The Risen Lord, before his Ascension, sent them out together with the other Apostles with the mission of making all nations his disciples, baptizing them and proclaiming his teachings” the Pope said, adding “This charge left us by the holy brothers Peter and Andrew is far from finished. On the contrary, today it is even more urgent and necessary. For it looks not only to those cultures which have been touched only marginally by the Gospel message, but also to long-established European cultures deeply grounded in the Christian tradition. The process of secularization has weakened the hold of that tradition; indeed, it is being called into question, and even rejected. In the face of this reality, we are called, together with all other Christian communities, to renew Europe’s awareness of its Christian roots, traditions and values, giving them new vitality.”

The Pope continued “Our efforts to build closer ties between the Catholic Church and the Orthodox Churches are a part of this missionary task” because “the divisions which exist among Christians are a scandal to the world and an obstacle to the proclamation of the Gospel”. “It is only through brotherly communion between Christians and through their mutual love that the message of God’s love for each and every man and woman will become credible. Anyone who casts a realistic glance on the Christian world today will see the urgency of this witness.”

Referring to the lives of Peter and Andrew the Holy Father mentioned the universal service of Peter and his Successors, which “unfortunately given rise to our differences of opinion, which we hope to overcome, thanks also to the theological dialogue which has been recently resumed.” He renewed John Paul II’s call for fraternal dialogue to find “ways in which the Petrine ministry might be exercised today, while respecting its nature and essence, so as to “accomplish a service of love recognized by all concerned””.

Saint Andrew, missionary in Asia Minor and lands south of the Black Sea as far as Greece, where he suffered martyrdom, “represents the meeting between early Christianity and Greek culture” the Pope said. Like Peter, Andrew too was martyred. “From his example we learn that the path of each single Christian, like that of the Church as a whole, leads to new life, to eternal life, through the imitation of Christ and the experience of his cross.”. Church of Rome and the Church of Constantinople venerate many of the same martyrs whose blood, in the celebrated words of Tertullian, became “the seed of new Christians” said Pope Benedict XVI recalling that “the century that has just ended also saw courageous witnesses to the faith, in both East and West. Even now, there are many such witnesses in different parts of the world. We remember them in our prayer and, in whatever way we can, we offer them our support, as we urge all world leaders to respect religious freedom as a fundamental human right...”

The Pope concluded: “May our daily prayer and activity be inspired by a fervent desire not only to be present at the Divine Liturgy, but to be able to celebrate it together, to take part in the one table of the Lord, sharing the same bread and the same chalice.”. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 1/12/2006 - righe 54, parole 760)

See the Pope’s address

http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/pontefici/pontefice.php?id=657

30 November 2006 – Common Declaration signed in Ecumenical Patriarchate Throne Hall 

VATICAN – Pope Benedict XVI in Turkey – Common Declaration: “We give thanks to the Author of all that is good, who allows us once again, in prayer and in dialogue, to express the joy we feel as brothers and to renew our commitment to move towards full communion”

Istanbul (Agenzia Fides) – At the end of the Divine Liturgy of St John Chrysostom celebrated in the Patriarchal Church of St George at the Phanar on 30 November, Pope Benedict XVI and the Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew I went to the Throne Hall of the adjoining Ecumenical Patriarchate to sign a Common Declaration. 

The Declaration, in French, opens with the affirmation that the meeting between Pope Benedict XVI of Rome and the Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew I “is God’s work, and in a certain sense his gift…We give thanks to the Author of all that is good, who allows us once again, in prayer and in dialogue, to express the joy we feel as brothers and to renew our commitment to move towards full communion”. 

The Declaration recalls meetings between Pope Paul VI and Patriarch Athenagoras “the meetings of our venerable predecessors, blessed by the Lord, who showed the world the urgent need for unity and traced sure paths for attaining it, through dialogue, prayer and the daily life of the Church”. Recalling later meetings between their Successors which led to the effacing of  the memory of the ancient anathemas which for centuries have had a negative effect on relations between the Churches, they urge the faithful to take an active part in the process of restoring communion, through prayer and through significant gestures.. 

After expressing satisfaction for the resumed activity of the mixed Commission for theological dialogue, Benedict XVI e Bartholomew I confirmed their commitment to proclaiming the Gospel to the world today. This mission  “is today more timely and necessary than ever, even in traditionally Christian countries”, because of the “the increase of secularization, relativism, even nihilism, especially in the Western world. All this calls for a renewed and powerful proclamation of the Gospel, adapted to the cultures of our time”.

The Declaration continues: “We have viewed positively the process that has led to the formation of the European Union” they writes in the Declaration, urging those involved in this process to consider “all aspects affecting the inalienable rights of the human person, especially religious freedom, a witness and guarantor of respect for all other freedoms”. “In Europe, while remaining open to other religions and to their cultural contributions, we must unite our efforts to preserve Christian roots, traditions and values, to ensure respect for history, and thus to contribute to the European culture of the future and to the quality of human relations at every level”.

Benedict XVI and Bartholomew I say with regard to “to those parts of today’s world where Christians live and to the difficulties they have to face, particularly poverty, wars and terrorism, but equally to various forms of exploitation of the poor, of migrants, women and children. We are called to work together to promote respect for the rights of every human being, created in the image and likeness of God, and to foster economic, social and cultural development.”. The Declaration states that “killing innocent people in God’s name is an offence against him and against human dignity” and calls for renewed service of humanity and the defence of human life, every human life. 

“We take profoundly to heart the cause of peace in the Middle East, where our Lord lived, suffered, died and rose again, and where a great multitude of our Christian brethren have lived for centuries – the Pope and the Patriarch affirm - We fervently hope that peace will be re-established in that region, that respectful coexistence will be strengthened between the different peoples that live there, between the Churches and between the different religions found there. To this end, we encourage the establishment of closer relationships between Christians, and of an authentic and honest interreligious dialogue, with a view to combating every form of violence and discrimination.”

The Pope and the Patriarch express  concern “in the face of the great threats to the natural environment” and “the negative consequences for humanity and for the whole of creation which can result from economic and technological progress that does not know its limits. As religious leaders, we consider it one of our duties to encourage and to support all efforts made to protect God’s creation, and to bequeath to future generations a world in which they will be able to live”. Benedict XVI and Bartholomew I conclude “In Christ we greet other Christians, assuring them of our prayers and our openness to dialogue and cooperation”. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 1/12/2006 - righe 50, parole 719)

See Declaration in French

http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/pontefici/pontefice.php?id=658

30 November 2006 - Visit to Hagia Sophia Museum, Blue Mosque and Armenian Apostolic Cathedral  

VATICANO – Pope Benedict XVI in Turkey - Visit to Hagia Sophia Museum, the Blue Mosque and the Catholic Armenian Apostolic Cathedral  

Istanbul (Agenzia Fides) – In the afternoon of 30 November, Pope Benedict XVI visited the Hagia Sophia Museum in Istanbul, former Byzantine basilica dedicated to Divine Wisdom, later made into a mosque and today a museum. The Pope was welcomed by the president of the Museum who invited to sign the Golden Visitors Book. The Pope then went to the Sultanahmet Mosque close by, known also as the Blue Mosque because of the splendid interior blue and white ceramic panels – where he was welcomed by Mufti Mustafa Cagrici.

The next stop was at the Catholic Armenian Apostolic Cathedral, dedicated to the Holy Mother of God, where Pope Benedict XVI was welcomed by Patriarch Mesrob II Mutafyan, and took part in a Liturgy of the Word. In his address the Pope said among other things: “Our meeting is more than a simple gesture of ecumenical courtesy and friendship. It is a sign of our shared hope in God’s promises and our desire to see fulfilled the prayer that Jesus offered for his disciples on the eve of his suffering and death: “that they may all be one. As you, Father, are in me and I in you, may they also be one in us, so that the world may believe that you have sent me” (Jn 17:21).” 

Following the example of Jesus who died on the cross to “gather in unity the dispersed children of God and to break down walls of division”… “Christians are called to offer a radiant sign of hope and consolation to this world, so marked by conflicts and tensions” and “do everything possible to heal the wounds of separation and to hasten the work of rebuilding Christian unity”, and to thank the Lord “for the ever deeper fraternal relationship that has developed between the Armenian Apostolic Church and the Catholic Church”.

Before leaving the Cathedral the Pope unveiled a plaque commemorating visits of three Popes, Paul VI, John Paul II and Benedict XVI. The Patriarch accompanied the Pope to the Audience Hall for the official presentation of the respective delegations.

When he left the Cathedral the Pope went to meet with His Beatitude Mesrob II, Armenian patriarch of Istanbul, with Filuksinos Yusuf Cetin, Syro-Orthodox Metropolitan, and with Isak Haleva, Chief Rabbi of Turkey. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 1/12/2006 - righe 32, parole 477)

See  the Pope’s address at the Armenian Apostolic Cathedral

http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/pontefici/pontefice.php?id=659

VERBA PONTIFICIS

Contemplation
“Yet even today, often to the surprise of their friends and acquaintances, many people in fact frequently give up promising professional careers to embrace the austere rule of a cloistered monastery. What impels them to take such a demanding step other than the realization, as the Gospel teaches, that the Kingdom of heaven is "a treasure" for which it is truly worth giving up everything (cf. Mt 13: 44)? 

Indeed, these brothers and sisters of ours bear a silent witness to the fact that in the midst of the sometimes frenetic pace of daily events, the one support that never topples is God, the indestructible rock of faithfulness and love. "Everything passes, God never changes", the great spiritual master Teresa of Avila wrote in one of her famous texts. 

And in the face of the widespread need to get away from the daily routine of sprawling urban areas in search of places conducive to silence and meditation, monasteries of contemplative life offer themselves as "oases" in which human beings, pilgrims on earth, can draw more easily from the wellsprings of the Spirit and quench their thirst along the way. 

Thus, these apparently useless places are on the contrary indispensable, like the green "lungs" of a city:  they do everyone good, even those who do not visit them and may not even know of their existence”. (19 November 2006 – Angelus) 
Ecumenical Dialogue

“In any case, what should be encouraged first of all is the ecumenism of love, which directly descends from the new commandment that Jesus left to his disciples. Love accompanied by consistent behaviour creates trust and opens hearts and eyes. The dialogue of charity nourishes and enlightens by its nature the dialogue of truth: indeed, the definitive encounter to which the Spirit of Christ leads us will take place in the full truth. It is certainly not relativism or a facile and false irenicism that will resolve the ecumenical search; indeed, they distort it and confuse it. Furthermore, ecumenical training should be intensified, starting from the foundations of the Christian faith, that is, from the proclamation of the love of God who revealed himself in the Face of Jesus Christ, and at the same time revealed man to himself and brought to light his most high calling (cf. Gaudium et Spes, n. 22). These two essential dimensions are supported by the practical cooperation among Christians that "vividly expresses that bond which already unites them, and... sets in clearer relief the features of Christ the Servant" (Unitatis Redintegratio, n. 12). (17 November 2006 - Audience to participants at plenary of Pontifical Council   ) 

“In that same spirit, my presence here today is meant to renew our commitment to advancing along the road towards the re-establishment – by God’s grace – of full communion between the Church of Rome and the Church of Constantinople. I can assure you that the Catholic Church is willing to do everything possible to overcome obstacles and to seek, together with our Orthodox brothers and sisters, ever more effective means of pastoral cooperation to this end. The two brothers, Simon, called Peter, and Andrew, were fishermen whom Jesus called to become fishers of men. The Risen Lord, before his Ascension, sent them out together with the other Apostles with the mission of making all nations his disciples, baptizing them and proclaiming his teachings (cf. Mt 28:19ff.; Lk 24:47; Acts 1:8).This charge left us by the holy brothers Peter and Andrew is far from finished. On the contrary, today it is even more urgent and necessary. For it looks not only to those cultures which have been touched only marginally by the Gospel message, but also to long-established European cultures deeply grounded in the Christian tradition. The process of secularization has weakened the hold of that tradition; indeed, it is being called into question, and even rejected. In the face of this reality, we are called, together with all other Christian communities, to renew Europe’s awareness of its Christian roots, traditions and values, giving them new vitality. Our efforts to build closer ties between the Catholic Church and the Orthodox Churches are a part of this missionary task. The divisions which exist among Christians are a scandal to the world and an obstacle to the proclamation of the Gospel. On the eve of his passion and death, the Lord, surrounded by his disciples, prayed fervently that all may be one, so that the world may believe (cf. Jn 17:21). It is only through brotherly communion between Christians and through their mutual love that the message of God’s love for each and every man and woman will become credible. Anyone who casts a realistic glance on the Christian world today will see the urgency of this witness”. (30 November 2006 – Address at the end of a Byzantine Divine Liturgy in the Patriarchal Church of St George in the Phanar) 
Inter-religious Dialogue
“As I have recently observed, “we are in great need of an authentic dialogue between religions and between cultures, capable of assisting us, in a spirit of fruitful co-operation, to overcome all the tensions together” (Address to the Ambassadors of Countries with a Muslim Majority, Castel Gandolfo, 25 September 2006). This dialogue must enable different religions to come to know one another better and to respect one another, in order to work for the fulfilment of man’s noblest aspirations, in search of God and in search of happiness. For my part, on the occasion of my visit to Turkey, I wish to reiterate my great esteem for Muslims, encouraging them to continue to work together, in mutual respect, to promote the dignity of every human being and the growth of a society where personal freedom and care for others provide peace and serenity for all. In this way, religions will be able to play their part in responding to the numerous challenges currently facing our societies. Assuredly, recognition of the positive role of religions within the fabric of society can and must impel us to explore more deeply their knowledge of man and to respect his dignity, by placing him at the centre of political, economic, cultural and social activity. Our world must come to realize that all people are linked by profound solidarity with one another, and they must be encouraged to assert their historical and cultural differences not for the sake of confrontation, but in order to foster mutual respect.”. (28 November 2006 - Incontro con i Capi Missione del “Corpo Diplomatico, nella Nunziatura apostolica di Ankara) 
Christians and Muslims, following their respective religions, point to the truth of the sacred character and dignity of the person. This is the basis of our mutual respect and esteem, this is the basis for cooperation in the service of peace between nations and peoples, the dearest wish of all believers and all people of good will. For more than forty years, the teaching of the Second Vatican Council has inspired and guided the approach taken by the Holy See and by local Churches throughout the world to relations with the followers of other religions. Following the Biblical tradition, the Council teaches that the entire human race shares a common origin and a common destiny: God, our Creator and the goal of our earthly pilgrimage. Christians and Muslims belong to the family of those who believe in the one God and who, according to their respective traditions, trace their ancestry to Abraham (cf. Second Vatican Council, Declaration on the Relation of the Church to Non-Christian Religions Nostra Aetate 1, 3). This human and spiritual unity in our origins and our destiny impels us to seek a common path as we play our part in the quest for fundamental values so characteristic of the people of our time. As men and women of religion, we are challenged by the widespread longing for justice, development, solidarity, freedom, security, peace, defence of life, protection of the environment and of the resources of the earth. This is because we too, while respecting the legitimate autonomy of temporal affairs, have a specific contribution to offer in the search for proper solutions to these pressing questions. Above all, we can offer a credible response to the question which emerges clearly from today’s society, even if it is often brushed aside, the question about the meaning and purpose of life, for each individual and for humanity as a whole. We are called to work together, so as to help society to open itself to the transcendent, giving Almighty God his rightful place. The best way forward is via authentic dialogue between Christians and Muslims, based on truth and inspired by a sincere wish to know one another better, respecting differences and recognizing what we have in common. This will lead to an authentic respect for the responsible choices that each person makes, especially those pertaining to fundamental values and to personal religious convictions.”. (28 November 2006 – First day in Turkey meeting with President of the Religious Affairs Directorate Prof. Ali Bardakoğlu) 

Hunger in the World
“And here we touch on a very sore point: the drama of hunger which, although it has recently been addressed at the most important institutions such as the United Nations and in particular at the Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO), continues to be very serious. The last annual report of the FAO has confirmed what the Church knows very well from her direct experience of the communities and missions:  more than 800 million people are living in a condition of under-nourishment and too many, especially children, die of hunger. How should we cope with this situation which, though repeatedly renounced, shows no sign of a solution and indeed, in some respects is worsening? It is certainly necessary to eliminate the structural causes linked to the system for regulating the world economy, which destines the majority of the planet's resources to a minority of the population. This injustice was stigmatized on various occasions by my venerable Predecessors, the Servants of God Paul VI and John Paul II. To be effective on a wide scale, it is necessary "to convert" the model of global development, required not only due to the scandal of hunger but also by environmental and energy emergencies. Yet, every person and every family can and must do something to alleviate hunger in the world by adopting a lifestyle and consumption compatible with the safeguarding of creation and with criteria of justice for those who cultivate the land in every country.”. (12 November 2006 – Angelus) 

Formation
“The integral formation of young people has been one of the traditional apostolates of the Society of Jesus since its origins; this is why the Roman College took on this mission at the outset. The entrustment to the Society of Jesus in Rome, close to the Apostolic See, of The [Pontifical] German College, The Roman Seminary, The German-Hungarian College, The English College, The Greek College, The Scots College and The Irish College, was intended to ensure the formation of the clergy of those nations where the unity of the faith and communion with the Apostolic See had been broken. These Colleges still send almost all their students or large numbers of them to the Gregorian University, in continuity with that original mission. Down through history, many other Colleges have joined those mentioned above, so the task that weighs heavily upon your shoulders, dear Professors and Lecturers, is more demanding than ever! Appropriately, therefore, after deep reflection, you have drafted a "Declaration of Intentions" which is essential for an institution like yours, since it sums up its nature and its mission. On this basis you are nearing the conclusion of your revision of the Statutes of the University and of the General Rules, as well as of the Statutes and Rules of the various Faculties, Institutes and Centres. This will help to define the identity of the Gregorian more clearly and allow for the drafting of academic programmes better suited to the fulfilment of your mission, which is at the same time both easy and difficult. It is easy because the identity and mission of the Gregorian have been clear since its earliest days, on the basis of the indications reaffirmed by so many Roman Pontiffs, of whom at least 16 were students at this University. At the same time, it is a difficult mission because it implies constant fidelity to its own history and tradition so as not to lose its historical roots, and openness to contemporary reality to respond creatively, after attentive discernment, to the needs of the Church and the world today.”. (3 November 2006 – Visit to Pontifical Gregorian University) 

Religious Freedom
“Turkey has always served as a bridge between East and West, between Asia and Europe, and as a crossroads of cultures and religions. During the last century, she acquired the means to become a great modern State, notably by the choice of a secular regime, with a clear distinction between civil society and religion, each of which was to be autonomous in its proper domain while respecting the sphere of the other. The fact that the majority of the population of this country is Muslim is a significant element in the life of society, which the State cannot fail to take into account, yet the Turkish Constitution recognizes every citizen’s right to freedom of worship and freedom of conscience. The civil authorities of every democratic country are duty bound to guarantee the effective freedom of all believers and to permit them to organize freely the life of their religious communities. Naturally it is my hope that believers, whichever religious community they belong to, will continue to benefit from these rights, since I am certain that religious liberty is a fundamental expression of human liberty and that the active presence of religions in society is a source of progress and enrichment for all. This assumes, of course, that religions do not seek to exercise direct political power, as that is not their province, and it also assumes that they utterly refuse to sanction recourse to violence as a legitimate expression of religion. In this regard, I appreciate the work of the Catholic community in Turkey, small in number but deeply committed to contributing all it can to the country’s development, notably by educating the young, and by building peace and harmony among all citizens.”. (28 November 2006 – Meeting with the heads of missions of the Diplomatic Corps, at the apostolic Nunciature in Ankara) 
The Sick
“Despite the beneficial effects of prevention that the progress in science, medical technology and social policies has brought, the persistence of infectious diseases continues to take a heavy toll of victims and highlights the inevitable limitations of the human condition. The task of humanity, however, must be to never cease seeking the most effective means and ways to intervene in order to combat these illnesses and reduce patient suffering. In the past, multitudes of men and women put their skills and their reserve of human generosity at the disposal of sick people with repulsive pathologies. In the context of the Christian Community, "Many consecrated persons have given their lives in service to victims of contagious diseases, confirming the truth that dedication to the point of heroism belongs to the prophetic nature of the consecrated life" (Apostolic Exhortation Vita Consecrata, n. 83). However, these highly praiseworthy initiatives and generous acts of love are still obstructed by many forms of injustice. How can we forget the numerous people afflicted by infectious diseases who are forced to live in segregation and sometimes humiliatingly stigmatized? These deplorable situations appear all the more serious in the social and financial disparity between the world's North and the South. It is important to respond to them with practical interventions that encourage closeness to the sick person by a more lively evangelization of culture and by proposing inspiring motives for the financial and political programmes of governments. In the first place, closeness to the sick person afflicted by an infectious disease: this is a goal for which the Ecclesial Community should always strive. The example of Christ who, breaking with the customs of his time, not only permitted lepers to approach him but also restored their health and dignity as persons, has "infected" many of his disciples down through the two millennia of Christian history. The kiss that Francis of Assisi gave the leper has not only been imitated by heroic figures such as Bl. Damian de Veuster, who died on the Island of Molokai while treating lepers there, and Bl. Teresa of Calcutta as well as the Italian women religious who were killed a few years ago by the Ebola virus, but also by many who champion initiatives for the infectious sick, especially in developing countries. This rich tradition of the Catholic Church should be kept alive so that, through the exercise of charity to those who are suffering, the values inspired by authentic humanity and by the Gospel are made visible: the dignity of the person, mercy and Christ's identification with the sick person. No intervention will be adequate if it does not reveal love for the human being, a love nourished by the encounter with Christ”. (24 November 2006 – Audience to participants at 21st International Conference promoted by the Pontifical Council  for Health Pastoral on the theme: " Pastoral aspects of treatment of infectious diseases ") 

Peace

“More than forty years ago, the Second Vatican Council wrote that “Peace is more than the absence of war: it cannot be reduced to the maintenance of a balance of power between opposing forces … but it is the fruit of the right ordering of things with which the divine founder has invested human society and which must be brought about by humanity in its thirst for an ever more perfect reign of justice” (Gaudium et Spes, 78). We have come to realize that true peace needs justice, to correct the economic imbalances and political disturbances which always give rise to tension and threaten every society. The recent developments in terrorism and in certain regional conflicts have highlighted the need to respect the decisions of international institutions and also to support them, in particular by giving them effective means to prevent conflicts and to maintain neutral zones between belligerents, through the presence of peacekeeping forces. All this, however, remains insufficient unless there is authentic dialogue, that is to say fruitful debate between the parties concerned, in order to arrive at lasting and acceptable political solutions, respectful of persons and peoples. I am thinking most especially of the disturbing conflict in the Middle East, which shows no sign of abating and weighs heavily on the whole of international life; I am thinking of the risk of peripheral conflicts multiplying and terrorist actions spreading. I appreciate the efforts of numerous countries currently engaged in rebuilding peace in Lebanon, Turkey among them. In your presence, Ambassadors, I appeal once more to the vigilance of the international community, that it not abandon its responsibilities, but make every effort to promote dialogue among all parties involved, which alone can guarantee respect for others, while safeguarding legitimate interests and rejecting recourse to violence. As I wrote in my first World Day of Peace Message, “the truth of peace calls upon everyone to cultivate productive and sincere relationships; it encourages them to seek out and to follow the paths of forgiveness and reconciliation, to be transparent in their dealings with others, and to be faithful to their word” (1 January 2006, 6)." (28 November 2006 – Meeting with Heads of Mission of the Diplomatic Corps, Apostolic Nunciature in Ankara) 
Refugees
“Regarding the integration of the families of immigrants, I feel it my duty to call your attention to the families of refugees, whose conditions seem to have gone worse in comparison with the past, also specifically regarding the reunification of family nuclei. In the camps assigned to them, in addition to logistic difficulties, and those of a personal character linked to the trauma and emotional stress caused by the tragic experiences they went through, sometimes there is also the risk of women and children being involved in sexual exploitation, as a survival mechanism. In these cases an attentive pastoral presence is necessary. Aside from giving assistance capable of healing the wounds of the heart, pastoral care should also offer the support of the Christian community, able to restore the culture of respect and have the true value of love found again. It is necessary to encourage those who are interiorly-wrecked to recover trust in themselves. Everything must also be done to guarantee the rights and dignity of the families and to assure them housing facilities according to their needs. Refugees are asked to cultivate an open and positive attitude towards their receiving society and maintain an active willingness to accept offers to participate in building together an integrated community that would be a “common household” for all. Among migrants, there is a category that needs to be considered in a special way: the students from other countries, who are far from home, without an adequate knowledge of the language, at times without friends and often with a scholarship that is insufficient for their needs. Their condition is even worse if they are married. Through its Institutions, the Church exerts every effort to render the absence of family support for these young students less painful. It helps them integrate in the cities that receive them, by putting them in contact with families that are willing to offer them hospitality and facilitate knowing one another. As I had the opportunity to say on another occasion, helping foreign students is “an important field of pastoral action… Indeed, young people who leave their own country in order to study encounter many problems and especially the risk of an identity crisis” (L’Osservatore Romano, 15 December 2005).Dear Brothers and Sisters, may the World Day of Migrants and Refugees become a useful occasion to build awareness, in the ecclesial community and public opinion, regarding the needs and problems, as well as the positive potentialities of migrant families. My thoughts go in a special way to those who are directly involved in the vast phenomenon of migration, and to those who expend their pastoral energy in the service of human mobility. The words of the apostle Paul, “caritas Christi urget nos” (2 Cor 5:14), urge us to give ourselves preferentially to our brothers and sisters who are most in need. With these sentiments, I invoke divine assistance on each one and I affectionately impart to all a special Apostolic Blessing.”. (15 November 2006 - Messaggio per la 93a Giornata Mondiale del Migrante) 
Saint Paul
“Looking at Paul, this is how we could formulate the basic question: how does a human being's encounter with Christ occur? And of what does the relationship that stems from it consist? The answer given by Paul can be understood in two stages. In the first place, Paul helps us to understand the absolutely basic and irreplaceable value of faith. This is what he wrote in his Letter to the Romans: "We hold that a man is justified by faith apart from works of law" (3: 28). This is what he also wrote in his Letter to the Galatians: "[M]an is not justified by works of the law but only through faith in Jesus Christ; even we have believed in Christ Jesus, in order to be justified by faith in Christ, and not by works of the law, because by works of the law shall no one be justified" (2: 16). "Being justified" means being made righteous, that is, being accepted by God's merciful justice to enter into communion with him and, consequently, to be able to establish a far more genuine relationship with all our brethren: and this takes place on the basis of the complete forgiveness of our sins. Well, Paul states with absolute clarity that this condition of life does not depend on our possible good works but on the pure grace of God: "[We] are justified by his grace as a gift, through the redemption which is in Christ Jesus" (Rom 3: 24). With these words St Paul expressed the fundamental content of his conversion, the new direction his life took as a result of his encounter with the Risen Christ. Before his conversion, Paul had not been a man distant from God and from his Law. On the contrary, he had been observant, with an observance faithful to the point of fanaticism. In the light of the encounter with Christ, however, he understood that with this he had sought to build up himself and his own justice, and that with all this justice he had lived for himself. He realized that a new approach in his life was absolutely essential. And we find this new approach expressed in his words: "The life I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me" (Gal 2: 20). Paul, therefore, no longer lives for himself, for his own justice. He lives for Christ and with Christ: in giving of himself, he is no longer seeking and building himself up. This is the new justice, the new orientation given to us by the Lord, given to us by faith. Before the Cross of Christ, the extreme expression of his self-giving, there is no one who can boast of himself, of his own self-made justice, made for himself! Elsewhere, re-echoing Jeremiah, Paul explains this thought, writing, "Let him who boasts, boast of the Lord" (I Cor 1: 31 = Jer 9: 23-24ff.); or: "Far be it from me to glory except in the Cross of Our Lord Jesus Christ, by which the world has been crucified to me, and I to the world" (Gal 6: 14). (8 November 2006 – General Audience) 
“Paul teaches us another important thing: he says that there is no true prayer without the presence of the Spirit within us. He wrote: "The Spirit helps us in our weakness; for we do not know how to pray as we ought, but the Spirit himself intercedes for us with sighs too deep for words. And he who searches the hearts of men knows what is the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for the saints according to the will of God" (Rom 8: 26-27). It is as if to say that the Holy Spirit, that is, the Spirit of the Father and of the Son, is henceforth as it were the soul of our soul, the most secret part of our being, from which an impulse of prayer rises ceaselessly to God, whose words we cannot even begin to explain. In fact, the Spirit, ever alert within us, completes what is lacking in us and offers to the Father our worship as well as our deepest aspirations. This, of course, requires a degree of great and vital communion with the Spirit. It is an invitation to be increasingly sensitive, more attentive to this presence of the Spirit in us, to transform it into prayer, to feel this presence and thus to learn to pray, to speak to the Father as children in the Holy Spirit.”. (15 November 2006 – Audience generale) 
All Saints and All Souls 

“Holiness demands a constant effort, but it is possible for everyone because, rather than a human effort, it is first and foremost a gift of God, thrice Holy (cf. Is 6: 3). In the second reading, the Apostle John remarks: "See what love the Father has given us, that we should be called children of God; and so we are" (I Jn 3: 1). It is God, therefore, who loved us first and made us his adoptive sons in Jesus. Everything in our lives is a gift of his love: how can we be indifferent before such a great mystery? How can we not respond to the Heavenly Father's love by living as grateful children? In Christ, he gave us the gift of his entire self and calls us to a personal and profound relationship with him. Consequently, the more we imitate Jesus and remain united to him the more we enter into the mystery of his divine holiness. We discover that he loves us infinitely, and this prompts us in turn to love our brethren. Loving always entails an act of self-denial, "losing ourselves", and it is precisely this that makes us happy.”. (1 November 2006 – Homily Mass on All Saints Day) 

“Today, we are celebrating the Solemnity of All Saints, and tomorrow we will be commemorating the faithful departed. These two deeply felt liturgical celebrations offer us a special opportunity to meditate upon eternal life. Is modern man still waiting for this eternal life, or does he consider it part of a mythology now obsolete? In our time more than in the past, people are so absorbed by earthly things that at times they find it difficult to think about God as the protagonist of history and of our own existence. By its nature, however, human life reaches out for something greater which transcends it; the human yearning for justice, truth and full happiness is irrepressible. In the face of the enigma of death, the desire for and hope of meeting their loved ones again in Heaven is alive in many, just as there is a strong conviction that a Last Judgment will re-establish justice, and the expectation of a definitive encounter in which each person will be given his reward”. (1 November 2006 – Angelus) 
State and Church 

“Your visit today, Mr President, is not only the felicitous confirmation of a tradition of reciprocal visits over many decades between the Successor of Peter and the highest Office of the Italian State, but it also has an important meaning, for it provides a special pause for reflection on the profound reasons for the meetings of Church and State representatives. They seem to me to have been clearly explained by the Second Vatican Council, which says in the Pastoral Constitution, Gaudium et Spes: "The political community and the Church are autonomous and independent of each other in their own fields. Nevertheless, both are devoted to the personal vocation of man, though under different titles. This service will redound the more effectively to the welfare of all insofar as both institutions practice better cooperation according to the local and prevailing situation" (n. 76). This vision is also shared by the Italian State, which declares in its Constitution first of all that "the State and the Catholic Church, each in its own province, are independent and sovereign", and goes on to assert that "their relations are regulated by the Lateran Pacts" (art. 7). This structuring of Church-State relations also inspired the Agreement signed by the Holy See and Italy on 18 February 1984, which revised the Lateran Concordat. This Agreement reasserted the independence and sovereignty of the State and the Church, as well as their "cordial collaboration in support... of the human person... of the common good... of a people" (art. 1). I willingly associate myself with the hope you expressed, Mr President, at the beginning of your mandate: that this collaboration might continue to develop in practice. Yes, Church and State, although quite distinct, are both called, in accordance with their respective roles and their own scope and means, to serve the human being, who is both the object of the Church's saving mission and a participator in it, as well as a citizen of the State. It is in man that these two societies meet and collaborate, the better to promote the integral good. The concern of the civil community for the good of citizens cannot be limited to a few dimensions of the person, such as physical health, financial well-being, intellectual training or social relations. 
Man also presents himself to the State with his religious dimension, which "consists primarily of those voluntary and free internal acts by which a man directs himself to God" (Dignitatis Humanae, n. 3). "Acts of this kind cannot be commanded or forbidden" by any human authority, who is bound on the contrary to respect and to further this dimension. As the Second Vatican Council authoritatively taught with regard to the right to religious freedom, no one can be forced "to act against his conscience", nor must he be "prevented from acting according to his conscience, especially in religious matters" (ibid.). It would be reductive, however, to claim that the right to religious freedom is sufficiently guaranteed when personal religious beliefs are not attacked or meddled with, or when this right is limited to respect for the expression of faith in the context of the place of worship. Indeed, it cannot be forgotten that "his own social nature requires that man give external expression to these internal acts of religion, that he communicate with others on religious matters and profess his religion in community" (ibid.). Religious freedom, therefore, is not only the right of the individual but also of families, of religious groups and of the Church herself (cf. Dignitatis Humanae, nn. 4-5, 13), and the exercise of this right is felt in many spheres and situations where believers may work. The proper respect for the right to religious freedom, therefore, presupposes the civil Authority's commitment "to create conditions favourable to the fostering of religious life, so that the citizens will be really in a position to exercise their religious rights and fulfil their religious duties and so that society itself may enjoy the benefits of justice and peace, which result from man's faithfulness to God and his holy will" (ibid. n. 6). Moreover, these lofty principles which the Second Vatican Council proclaimed are the patrimony of many civil societies, including Italy. Indeed, they are present both in Italy's Constitution and in numerous international documents that proclaim human rights. And, Mr President, you also fittingly recalled the need to give recognition to the social and public dimensions of the religious element. The same Council recalled that when society respects and encourages the religious dimension of its members, it receives in exchange "the benefits of justice and peace, which result from man's faithfulness to God and his holy will" (ibid.). The freedom that the Church and Christians claim does not jeopardize the interests of the State or of other social groups. It does not aim for an authoritarian supremacy over them but rather, as I said during the recent National Ecclesial Convention held in Verona, is the condition for carrying out that precious service which the Church offers to Italy and to every country where she is present. This service to society, which consists principally in giving "positive and convincing responses to the longings and questions of our people" (cf. Discourse to the Participants at the Fourth National Ecclesial Convention in Verona, 19 October 2006; L'Osservatore Romano English edition, 25 October, p. 6), offering to their life the light of faith, the force of hope and the warmth of charity, is also expressed in the civil and political context. Indeed, if it is true that by her nature and her mission, "the Church... is not and does not intend to be a political agent", she nevertheless "has a profound interest in the good of the political community" (ibid. p. 9)”. (20 November 2006 – Address to President of Italy Giorgio Napolitano, received on official visit) 
INTERVENTUS SUPER QUAESTIONES

Pro Life
Mexico City – The Catholic Bishops’ Conference of Mexico have said that a proposed bill on Societies of Co-existence "claims to legalise relations of societies of co-existence and in doing so intends to originate legislation which encourages mechanism which approve marriage of persons of the same sex with the right to adopt children". In a statement signed by Bishop Carlos Aguiar Retes of the diocese of Texcoco,  general secretary of the Bishops’ Conference, the Bishops say "this type of law intends to give incomplete and temporary solutions for a problem which is much more complex". The controversial Law passed with 43 votes in favour and 17 against, allows persons of the same sex to form "a common home "  

The Bishops recall that the “family is the fundamental human community. As the family is, so is the nation because so is also the individual citizen". Hence "when the value of the family is undermined by social and economic pressure, the Church reacts and reaffirms that the family formed of the union of a man and a woman is necessary for the private good of the person and for the common good of every society, nation and state ". In this sense the bishops recall that the Church "looks with true love on all men and women without preference or inclination", nevertheless she cannot fail to oppose “attitudes which damage the integral life of the human person". They conclude calling on legislators to "pass laws which uphold the dignity of the human person and the family because the family is the true measure of the greatness of any nation ". (RG) (Agenzia Fides 10/11/2006; righe 20, parole 292) 

See Bishops’ statement

http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/chieselocali/chieselocali.php?id=328
Interreligious Dialogue
Vatican City – The Pontifical Council for Inter-religious Dialogue (PCID), in collaboration with the Pontifical Council for Promoting Christian Unity, organised an International Inter-religious Youth Meeting in Assisi from 4-8 November 2006 in order to commemorate the 20th  Anniversary of the Day of Prayer for Peace which took place on 27 October 1986 in Assisi (see Fides 21/10/2006). The goal of the meeting was to pass on to the young generation the ‘spirit of Assisi’ which the Servant of God Pope John Paul II, launched on 27 October. 


The PCID invited about 100 youth from different religious traditions throughout the world; nearly fifty young people represented the Christians and the rest came from other religious traditions. At the invitation of PCID President Cardinal Paul Poupard about 45 youth from 29 countries and belonging to Hindu, Taoist, Buddhist, Jain, Jewish, Muslim, Zoroastrian, Sikh, Baha’i, Tenrikyo and Brahma Kumari traditions came to Assisi and formed themselves as a family for four days. Plenary sessions, group and panel discussions and walking pilgrimage to San Damiano and Rivotorto in Assisi were some of the highlights of the programme during the Youth Meeting. The Christian participants from around the world formed half of the total number of youth who were present in Assisi: 35 Catholics and 16 representatives of other Christian Churches and communities. The deliberations were conducted in Italian, French and English languages, making available simultaneous translations to the participants. The young Catholics participated in the Holy Mass which was  celebrated on Sunday by Cardinal Etchegaray. On the other days Cardinal Poupard and Bishop Celata celebrated the Holy Masses for the Catholic Youth. The young people were welcomed by the Archbishop of Assisi Domenico Sorrentino. The meeting consisted of conferences, experience sharing and testimony on the past 20 years and the present inter-religious situation. The young people were urged to play a role in building peace in their own countries and communities. 


The Assisi Youth Meeting concluded in Rome on 8 November when the participants joined the large assembly of thirty thousand pilgrims in St Peter’s Square who said, “I am pleased to greet the young people of different nations and religious traditions who recently gathered in Assisi to commemorate the twentieth anniversary of the Inter-religious Meeting of Prayer for Peace desired by my predecessor, Pope John Paul II. I thank the various religious leaders who enabled them to take part in this event, and the Pontifical Council for Inter-religious Dialogue which organised it. Dear young friends: our world urgently needs peace! The Assisi meeting emphasised the power of prayer in building peace. Genuine prayer transforms hearts, opens us to dialogue, understanding and reconciliation, and breaks down the walls erected by violence, hatred and revenge. May you now return to your own religious communities as witnesses to the ‘spirit of Assisi’, messengers of that peace which is God’s gracious gift, and living signs of hope for our world”.

As an expression of hope for a world of harmony and peace the young people decided to address a message from young people to young people, drafted by seven participants of seven different religions. In the Message the young people explained that they had come to Assisi, “called from nearly 30 nations and representing 13 religious traditions, to commemorate the 20th anniversary of the historic Day of Prayer for World Peace in 1986.  Invited by the Pontifical Council for Inter-religious Dialogue and sent by our religious communities and organizations, we young people came here to carry forward the flame of peace ignited by our spiritual leaders 20 years ago in these same sacred spaces.  We encountered one another with honesty and sincerity to build up the bonds of fraternity that unite us all as brothers and sisters in our humanity, fashioned by and in God.  From our commonly held desires for happiness, justice and truth, we entered into genuine dialogue. We shared and learned about each other’s cultures and beliefs, not to minimize or ignore our differences, but to grow in mutual respect, esteem and understanding.  Though we do not share the same religious convictions, we have all inherited the same earth and share a common responsibility to be faithful citizens of society and to be good stewards of creation. We prayed according to our respective religious traditions, imploring from God the precious gift of peace.  While our prayers were offered in different places, languages and ways, we were united in a single purpose: praying for peace.  In this way, we testified to the truth that “prayer does not divide but unites and is a decisive element for an effective pedagogy of peace, hinged on friendship, reciprocal acceptance and dialogue between different cultures and religions” as Pope Benedict XVI wrote in his message for the 20th anniversary of the first Assisi meeting. We walked as pilgrims to the site of St. Francis of Assisi’s conversion 800 years ago, when God called out to Francis “Go, rebuild my house.” Likewise today, in the spirit of our respective religions, we young people hear the call to “Go, rebuild our world,” which is too often broken by violence and war”. 

The young people launched an “appeal to all people that peace is not something only to be sought in halls of government, but also in the halls of our synagogues, our churches, our mosques, our temples, our pagodas, our gurudwaras, our atash berhrams, our schools, our workplaces, our homes and most importantly in our hearts. We will strive to follow the path to peace, guided by the precepts of our respective religious traditions.  In the ”spirit of Assisi”  and with a united voice, we echo the words of that great ambassador of peace, the Servant of God Pope John Paul II, as we cry out: Violence never again! War never again! Terrorism never again! In the name of God, may every religion bring upon the earth Justice and Peace, Forgiveness and Life, Love! We young people represent a new generation and a new hope. We resolve to return to our families and communities, to be advocates for interreligious and intercultural understanding and respect. We accept the responsibility of continuing the dialogue begun here in Assisi and we fully commit ourselves to working for justice and to be instruments of peace in our homelands and in every corner of the earth”. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 14/11/2006 – Righe 58;  Parole 857)

See message in English

http://www.fides.org/eng/documents/interreligious_youth_meeting.doc
Formation
Bangalore – “Youth today faces difficult challenges. Catholic schools and colleges must cultivate the four cardinal virtues: Prudence, enables us to understand what is right; Justice enables us to recognise our duties; Temperance enables us to control desires; Fortitude gives us the courage to fight for our rights and not to desist”. This was said by Archbishop Bernard Moras of Bangalore during a ceremony for the 125th anniversary of St Joseph’s Catholic College in Bangalore.

“The College has worked hard all these years to help students develop into enthusiastic and responsible citizens. It has educated many and has served the good of Indian society”, he added. Lauding the teaching staff and the curriculum studiorum, Archbishop Moras said the institute, run by the Jesuit Fathers, was a place “prepares young people to act for social change”, especially those who belong to less fortunate classes or who suffer discrimination. “Education in India – he explained – in economic, social and political life is at the cross roads with forces which intend to dictate their own values. We must be ready to promote universal values. In this situation St Joseph’s College deserves a front place”.

Among the many former pupils attending the ceremony there were prominent members of the economic and business world, human rights activists. The school programme includes the study of philosophy, history and various sciences. The present rector Fr. Ambrose Pinto, traced the history of the college. Other interventions highlighted its important service of educating young people, Catholics and non Catholics to the values of democracy, pluralism, respect for every human person and social harmony. (PA)  (Agenzia Fides 14/11/2006  righe 26 parole 261)

Mission
Buenos Aires - “In the Conclusions drafted at the end of the 1st Conference of the Evangelisation of Culture the participants declare “We feel called by the Pope and our bishops to live the faith in public life and to promote the human person, justice and truth. We believe that the central object of our united action and thought in civil society and politics must be to promote authentic humanism". The Conference organised by the Pontifical Catholic University of Argentina, 3-5 November reflected on the theme “Catholics in civil society and politics”(see Fides 30/10/2006).  

 “More committed presence of Catholics in public life must stem from faith in Jesus Christ” the participants affirm. The best contribution Catholics can make “in times when the destiny of humanity often becomes irrelevant , is to promote a new culture of respect for the human person in every dimension". Faced with a culture which tends to dehumanise “Catholics cannot remain mute or indifferent”. Once again “we must reaffirm our option, our passion for the human person, especially the poor, the weak and the suffering with special attention for new forms of poverty". The Conference also reflected on the family and agreed on the necessity “to intensify efforts to support the family that it may continue to be, in keeping with God’s plan, ‘the sanctuary of life.”  

Expressing concern that the de-humanisation of culture leads to dehumanisation of politics  and the "manipulation or elimination of persons", the Conference participants vowed "to build authentic Christian culture not only at the intellectual level, but above all in practical living proposing new forms of thought, life and service focussed on the dignity of the human person". The Church and every individual Christian has in the evangelisation of  culture a privileged area of activity. “We take on the challenge to cooperate to promote all round education of the human person, to rethink with creativity the formation of new leaders to promote Christian humanism. We believe that social, educational and cultural inclusion of our brothers and sisters is one of greatest challenges for Catholics in public life". The participants conclude, invoking the fire of the Holy Spirit to "illuminate our minds and reawaken in us the desire to contemplate you, fill us with love for others, above all for the afflicted, and with ardour to announce you in this new century ". (RG) (Agenzia Fides 7/11/2006; righe 31, parole 436)  

See conclusions in Spanish

http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/chieselocali/chieselocali.php?id=325
Tai Nan– “Come, feed my sheep!” was the theme of a Meeting of Prayer for Vocations held recently in Dong Men parish, diocese of Tai Nan, presided by Bishop Bosco Lin. According to Christian Life Weekly, priests, religious and numerous lay people listened to moving testimony on vocations. The Bishop also shared his experience and told those present that his mother offered all three of her children to the Church for the priesthood. Rev. Li Ruo Wang and DSP Sister Huang Su Ling spoke about their vocation underlining that  “Love is my calling”. Rev Li Ruo Wang said who was surprised the Lord called someone as difficult as he. As a child he would run to church but only to escape punishment. Today he is a happy and busy priest. Sr Huang came from a rich family and a rich dowry had been prepared for her marriage, but the Lord had other plans and she fell “totally captured”. Those present were moved by the testimony and vowed to make the family the first “school for vocations”.

According to the Catholic Church Directory 2004 issued by the Chinese Regional Bishops’ Conference in Taiwan, the diocese of Tai Nan has 14,448 Catholics, assisted by 69 priests, 8 Brothers, 72 nuns, 12 catechists. The diocese comprises 5 deaneries, 47 parishes, it publishes 2 papers and runs a language school, a training school, 3 middle schools, 1 primary school, 6 colleges, 6 centres for young people with a mental condition, 1 orphanage and 1 home for the elderly. (N.Z.)(Agenzia Fides 10/11/2006  Righe: 34  Parole: 391)
Singapore – After lengthy and careful preparation the Third Worldwide Chinese Pastoral and Evangelization Convention on the theme " The Chinese Descendants: Subjects of Evangelisation" opened in Singapore on Friday 17 November in the presence of at least 200 Chinese Catholics from Malaysia, Singapore and about a hundred dioceses in 14 different countries as well as Catholics from Hong Kong, Macao and Taiwan. Chinese priests studying in Singapore are present as observers. 


Present for the opening Mass Archbishop Xie of Singapore, emeritus Archbishop Zhong of Malaysia, Fr Paolo Pang OFM, in charge of the Office for the Promotion and Apostolate for overseas Chinese Catholics, at the Congregation for the Evangelisation of Peoples  Mgr. Joseph Chiang, from New Jersey (USA), Mgr Li Zhen, former rector of  Fu Ren Catholic University. Concelebrants included 36 priests of overseas Chinese communities. The local Chinese community Singapore offered the participants a spectacular evening  . 


Mgr Li Zhen  spoke on the theme “the culture of Yan Huang”; Rev Luke Tsui Kam Yiu, diocesan priest of Hong Kong in charge of vocation formation and pastoral on mainland China spoke about “Evangelisation today”. During the assembly there was fruitful sharing of experience and ideas on how to live the Christian faith in a different country and in a different culture. Reflections focused on the relationship between Christian and Confucianism philosophy followed by the majority of Chinese, as well as the question of inculturation and the challenge of mission for overseas Chinese Catholics. 

Cardinal Ivan Dias, Prefect of the Congregation for the Evangelisation of Peoples sent a message for the occasion addressed to Fr. Peng and all the Congress participants congratulating the organisers and asking God to “bless the participants with many graces and heavenly favours”. Cardinal Dias said everyone knows that “there are not enough workers in the vineyard of the Lord and the problem is ever more acute in our day”, therefore the Congress theme was most “appropriate and urgent…May overseas Chinese Catholics be proud to transmit their Catholic faith to their descendents and make the name of Jesus Christ known and loved by their children”. The Cardinal wished the Congress every success. 

The Congress will close on 21 November with the announcement of the venue and date of the next congress. A priest who studies in Singapore told Faith: “I am happy to take part in the congress as an observer. I am moved to see that overseas Catholics have not forgotten the Chinese roots and that the take an active part in evangelisation. I hope we can keep have a solid relationship of family and friendship with the overseas communities and work together for the growth of the Church and evangelisation in the Chinese world”.

Third Worldwide Chinese Pastoral and Evangelization Convention" is an initiative launched by Fr Paolo Pang OFM, in charge of the Office for the Promotion and Apostolate for overseas Chinese Catholics, at the Congregation for the Evangelisation of Peoples. It is held every three years in a different community and its goal is to involve overseas Chinese Catholics in evangelisation, to consolidate communion and solidarity among communities and the respective local Churches and with the universal Church with a sharing of pastoral and missionary experiences.

The first two Congresses were held in Rome in 2000 and San Francisco in the United States in 2003. The Congress in Rome, 27 September - 3 October, during the Great Jubilee of 2000, coincided with the canonisation of China’s martyr Saints. That 1st Congress brought together 117 participants to reflect on the theme “Walking Together towards Christ in the Chinese Culture”. The participants took part in all the religious celebrations of the canonisation and shared experience of Christian life, focussing especially on the growth of the overseas Chinese Catholic communities. The second Congress on the theme “Kong and Meng Culture, Preface to Evangelisation” in San Francisco 21 - 25 September 2003, brought together 120 participants. (NZ)(Agenzia Fides 20/11/2006  Righe: 57  Parole: 685) 

See in English message of Cardinal Dias

http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/congregazione/prefetto/prefetto.php?id=121#
QUAESTIONES

VATICAN - “Pontifical Mission Societies enter a new stage  ... it is time to dedicate ourselves with greater effort to the consolidation of the PMS at the level of local Churches and the level of the respective countries”: PMS President Archbishop Hoser opens Special November Meeting 
Vatican City – The special November Meeting of the Pontifical Mission Societies  opened this morning in Rome with a welcoming address by Cardinal Ivan Dias, Prefect of the Congregation for the Evangelisation of Peoples also president of the Supreme Committee of the Pontifical Mission Societies. 

“This is a moment of fraternity, solidarity and concern for the plight of those who live abandoned, without any help” said Archbishop Henryk Hoser, President of the PMS, in his opening  discourse to the meeting. “This is an  ecclesial event because we are believers, disciples of Christ, announcers of the Good News – Mgr Hoser continued -. We have come together in the name of the Lord, certain of His presence, attentive to the voice of the Holy Spirit and, at the same time, loyal to the Church and her decisions. We are moved by charity which urges us on and hope which guides us. The third characteristic which imposes itself here, is the time to work. Our Meeting in fact is an extension of the work of the Annual General Assembly, especially the part devoted to examining proposals put forward by the General Secretariats with regard to the assignment of subsidies”.

The President of the Pontifical Mission Societies continuing his address, looked with confidence to the future: “The Pontifical Mission Societies are entering a new stage, after the long process to revise the Statutes and annexed texts. It is therefore time to accelerate the proverbial cruising speed, and dedicate ourselves with greater effort to consolidating the PMS at the base, at the level of local Churches and the level of the respective nations. Among the principal tasks I would see the mission and formation of PMS National Directors in mission territories”. After recalling the different stages of the PMS’s decision-making cycle with regard to the assignment of subsidies, the Archbishop concluded: “I am certain the Special Meeting 2006 will be an opportunity to reaffirm our unity of prayer, intention and heart immersed in Christ’s Love for his Church”. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 8/11/2006, righe 25, parole 337)

VATICAN - Message from Cardinal Ivan Dias, Prefect of the Congregation for the Evangelisation of Peoples on the occasion of the 1st West African Mission Congress in Ouagadougou: “The formation missionary of apostolic personnel is a priority of priorities”

Vatican City – On occasion of the 1st West African Mission Congress promoted by the Regional Bishops’ Conference of French-speaking West Africa. CERAO, which opens today in Ouagadougou (Burkina Faso) and will conclude on 19 November, Cardinal Ivan Dias, Prefect of the Congregation for the Evangelisation of Peoples (CEP) addressed a message to the organisers and participants of this “event of great ecclesial importance”. On behalf of the CEP the Cardinal greets fraternally Archbishop Théodore Adrien Sarr of Dakar, CERAO president; Bishop Philippe Ouédraogo, president of the Bishops’ Conference of Burkina Faso and Niger and president of the CERAO Commission for Missions and the Pontifical Mission Societies; Archbishop Jean-Marie Compaoré who is hosting the event.


The work of the Congress which has the theme “You will be my witnesses to the ends of the earth. To carry my Word and gather together the dispersed children of God”, will tackle the question of the missionary vocation of the Particular Churches in this region of Africa. “You wish to offer a generous contribution to the evangelisation of your continent and the whole world – Cardinal Dias writes -, starting from the rich experience of your Catholic communities, giving rise new concrete and fruitful commitment to mission ad gentes”.


The Message of Cardinal Dias stresses the importance of the Congress, which he greets “with joy and hope”, which takes place a few weeks before the Continental Mission Congress to be held in Dar-es-Salaam, in the wake of the great missionary endeavours of the 19th century and the Special Assembly of the Synod of Bishops for Africa in 1994. Moreover various diocesan and national Synods demonstrate “the missionary dynamism of the local Churches” represented at the Congress. “You have gathered not to invent pastoral programmes and plans, but rather to renew yourselves and renew your way of being, living and bearing witness to the Gospel ”.               


Cardinal Dias quotes Pope Benedict XVI’s Message for World Mission Sunday this year “God's love for every person constitutes the heart of the experience and proclamation of the Gospel, and those who welcome it in turn become its witnesses,” and he affirms “to frail man, subjected to the power of death, suffering and sin, God, rich in mercy, offers eternal life that all men and women may be saved and know the fullness of truth” . In the Message he underlines the essential steps of Christian initiation and the life-long process of learning to “be” in Christ until Christ is formed in us (cfr Gal 4,19). Following the steps of the catechumenate the ecclesial communities of this region of Africa were born and formed.


The work of the Congress will take an overall view of the history of mission and consider certain important elements: personal and community prayer, missionary formation, missionary animation and cooperation. “For the Congregation for the Evangelisation of Peoples – writes Cardinal Dias – missionary formation of apostolic personnel is a priority among priorities. Missionary spirit cannot grow unless bishops, priests, religious and lay people become increasingly aware that announcing the Gospel message is profoundly inscribed in their vocation as consecrated persons”. 


The priority of missionary animation stems from the conviction that the Church is born of the Gospel, lives of the Gospel and has the duty to announce the Gospel of Salvation, the Prefect of Congregation for the Evangelisation of Peoples affirms. Renewing his encouragement for every initiative to increase the missionary spirit and give rise to missionary vocations in the region, Cardinal Dias concludes by asking the Lord to bless the Congress which he entrusts to the maternal love of Mary Queen of the Apostles and Mother of the Church  . (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 15/11/2006 – Righe 46, Parole  599)

See message in French

http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/congregazione/prefetto/prefetto.php?id=120#
VATICAN - Archbishop of Canterbury Primate of the Anglican Communion visits Congregation for the Evangelisation of Peoples  

Vatican City – This morning Friday 24 November, the Archbishop of Canterbury, Primate of the Anglican Communion, His Grace Dr. Rowan Williams, paid a visit to the Congregation for the Evangelisation of Peoples. The Archbishop is leading  a delegation on an official visit to Rome 21 to 26 November on the occasion of the 40th anniversary of the historic meeting between Pope Paul VI and the then Archbishop of Canterbury Dr Michael Ramsey. 


The Archbishop of Canterbury was welcomed by Archbishop Robert Sarah and Archbishop Henrych Hoser respectively Secretary and Secretary Adjunct of the Congregation for the Evangelisation of Peoples. After a private meeting with the Cardinal Prefect His Eminence Ivan Dias, the Anglican delegation accompanied by the clergy staff members of the CEP went to pray in the recently restored Newman Chapel. The prayer ended with  the hymn “Praise to the Holiest in the High”, words written by Newman. 


Then the Cardinal accompanied the Delegation to the Chapel of the Three Kings in the Propaganda Fide building, to meet the staff of the CEP and the Missionary Pontifical Mission Societies. Addressing the Archbishop of Canterbury, Cardinal Dias said “Anglicans and Catholics are united not only by a profound desire to be receptive to God’s holy will but also in the call they have received to share in Christ’s salvific mission and to do so together whenever possible”. Recalling the Common Declaration signed in 1977 by Pope Paul VI and the then Archbishop of Canterbury Donald Coggan, who gave thanks for common faith and shared traditions, Cardinal Dias said these elements are “a strong foundation on which we can build up the Kingdom of God together and whence spread the sweet fragrance of Jesus Christ to the four corners of the world”. The Cardinal then added that the call to given joint witness to the salvific message of the Gospel is “all the more urgent  today when we consider the common challenges we face”. 


Expressing his joy at welcoming the Primate of the Anglican Communion, Cardinal Dias recalled that among the seminarians of various nationalities who lived and studied at Propaganda Fide, at the times Urban College, there was “an illustrious theologian and pioneer in the quest for Christian unity, whose life’s work as been a gift to Anglicans and Catholics alike: John Henry Newman”. Ordained a Catholic priest in the Chapel of the Three Kings, on 30 May 1847, feast of the Most Holy Trinity, Newman was  “a forerunner of the Second Vatican Council”, and in times of difficult and struggle  he entrusted himself completely to the Lord spending long hours in prayer. Still today there are challenges and hurdles on the ecumenical journey, and “even if we cannot as yet see the distant scene of full ecclesial communion, we trust that God’s Holy Spirit will lead us on, one step at a time, towards our final destination of unity in love and truth  ” the Cardinal said.


Archbishop Williams, speaking without a text, thanked Cardinal Dias for his words and the opportunity to pray together. He recalled that the Church has always been missionary since the time of the Apostles and he reaffirmed his commitment to spread the Good News to the ends of the earth. The Primate of the Anglican Communion recalled the common challenges faced by Catholics and Anglicans in missionary work in Africa, in Asia and South America,  “challenges which only together we can overcome” he said. At the end of the Archbishop’s discourse there was the recitation of the Our Father prayer followed by the Blessing given jointly by both the Archbishop and the Cardinal. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 24/11/2006 – Righe 41,  parole  585)
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