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AGENZIA DELLA CONGREGAZIONE PER L'EVANGELIZZAZIONE DEIPOPOLI




 FIDES Service  – 31 March 2007

FIDES SPECIAL FEATURE

Instrumentum mensis Martii 

pro lectura Magisterii Summi Pontifici Benedicti XVI pro evangelizatione in terris missionum

Annus III – Numerus III, Martius A.D. MMVII

The month of March included among other events, two important interventions on the part of the Holy Father Pope Benedict XVI: the publication of the post synodal apostolic Exhortation Sacramentum Caritatis on the Eucharist, Source and Summit of the Life and Mission of the Church, and his address to participants at a Conference on the 50 Years of the Treaty of Rome – Values and Prospects for Europe Tomorrow, promoted by the Commission of the Catholic Bishops Conferences of Europe COMECE.

The post synodal apostolic Exhortation is a “mature fruit”, of the long itinerary of the 11th Ordinary Assembly of the Synod of Bishops (held 2 - 23 October 2005) said Cardinal Angelo Scola, Patriarch of Venice, relator general at the Synod, presenting the document. “If on the one hand the Exhortation is a mature fruit of that itinerary - the Cardinal said -, it also intends explicitly to open the way for more in depth reflection. Its goal is to offer basic lines for commitment to foster in the Church renewed Eucharistic  impulse and fervour”.

The Exhortation has three parts each of which focuses on one of the three dimensions of the Eucharist: Eucharist, mystery to believe; Eucharist, mystery to celebrate; Eucharist, mystery to live. These three parts “are so closely connected that their contents shed light on each other. In fact an important result of the work of the synod is to eliminate certain dualisms – for example between the Eucharistic faith and the rite, celebration and adoration, doctrine and pastoral care – still present to a certain extent in the life of the ecclesial community and in theological  reflection”.

Of great weight was the address which Pope Benedict XVI gave to the Commission of the Catholic Bishops’ Conferences of Europe. Among other things the Pope recalled the Christian roots which formed the continent of Europe and explained “A community built without respect for the true dignity of the human being, disregarding the fact that every person is created in the image of God ends up doing no good to anyone. For this reason it seems ever more important that Europe be on guard against the pragmatic attitude, widespread today, which systematically justifies compromise on essential human values, as if it were the inevitable acceptance of a lesser evil. This kind of pragmatism, even when presented as balanced and realistic, is in reality neither, since it denies the dimension of values and ideals inherent in human nature.  When non-religious and relativistic tendencies are woven into this pragmatism, Christians as such are eventually denied the very right to enter into the public discussion, or their contribution is discredited as an attempt to preserve unjustified privileges.  In this historical hour and faced with the many challenges that confront it, the European Union, in order to be a valid guarantor of the rule of law and an efficient promoter of universal values, cannot but recognize clearly the certain existence of a stable and permanent human nature, source of common rights for all individuals, including those who deny them.  In this context, the right to conscientious objection should be protected, every time fundamental human rights are violated..”

· SYNTHESIS INTERVENTUUM

3 March 2007 – Address at the end of Spiritual Exercises with the Roman Curia  

4 March 2007 - Angelus

7 March 2007 – general Audience 

8 March 2007 – Audience to members of Circolo di San Pietro

9 March 2007 – Audience to plenary assembly Pontifical Council for Social Communications 

10 March 2007 – Prayer vigil on the occasion of the 5th European University Day 

11 March 2007 – Angelus

13 March 2007 – Audience with the President of the Russian Federation   
14 March 2007 – General Audience 

16 March 2007 – Audience to participants at a course promoted by Apostolic Penitentiary 

18 March 2007 – Homily during Mass at Casal del Marmo Penal Institute for Minors

18 March 2007 - Angelus

21 March 2007 – general Audience 

22 March 2007 – Audience with plenary of Pontifical Council for Health Pastoral Care

24 March 2007 – Audience to participants at  Congress promoted by COMECE 
24 March 2007 – Audience with Communion and Liberation Fraternity
25 March 2007 – Homily at parish of Saint Felicity and Children, Martyrs

25 March 2007 - Angelus

28 March 2007 – General Audience 

29 March 2007 – Meeting with young Romans in preparation 22nd world youth day

31 March 2007 – Message  to 9th  International Youth Forum  

· VERBA PONTIFICIS

Confession
Conversion
Eucharist
Europe
The Sick
Missionaries Killed on Mission 
Peter’s Pence
Lent
St Ignatius
· INTERVENTUS SUPER QUAESTIONES

Women – Beijing Beijing  – Catholic women play an important part in the life of the Church, especially for evangelisation 

Family – Guayaquil - 1st national “Pro-Life and Pro-Family Congress” to uphold the whole truth on life and the family in the light of the Gospel and the teaching of the Church and condemn the culture of death  

Family – Madrid -  Catholic Bishops denounce a spreading culture of death which robs man of his fundamental rights and dilutes society’s awareness of the value of life and the dignity of every human person : Message for the annual Day for Life   

Mission – Lima  - “This is the hour of the lay faithful in every walk of life called to holiness in their daily life activities. They must realise the urgency of participation in the sectors of politics, the economy, culture, art etc.,”: Cardinal Cipriani looks at challenges to New Evangelisation in Latin America
Pontifical Mission Societies  – Durham  - “Address spiritual hunger in mission work before material needs”: Annual European Meeting for National Directors of Pontifical Mission Societies  

Lent – Dili -  “May Lent be for every Christian a renewed experience of God’s love given to us in Christ, a love that each day we in turn must ‘re-give’ to our neighbour”, Catholic Bishops’ issue Lenten Appeal for Peace

Lent – Pretoria - Lenten Collection in aid of the poor and the Church’s education programmes: continuing Jesus’ mission includes proclaiming the Good News more effectively 
· QUAESTIONES

VATICAN – Presentation of ‘Sacramentum Caritatis’ Post Synodal Apostolic Exhortation on the Eucharist, Source and Summit of the Life and Mission of the Church  

VATICAN - In Solemnitate Sancti Joseph «Protector Sanctae Ecclesiae», Eum deprecemur pro Beatissimo Papa Nostro Benedicto XVI, olim Cardinalis Josephus Ratzinger
VATICAN - “an authentic European "common home" cannot be built without considering the identity of the people of this Continent … an identity comprised of a set of universal values that Christianity helped forge (Audience to participants at Congress promoted by COMECE)
SYNTHESIS INTERVENTUUM

3 March 2007 – Address at the end of Spiritual Exercises with the Roman Curia  

VATICAN - The Pope and the Curia conclude Spiritual Exercises: “behind many phenomena today, apparently very distant from religion and from Christ, there exists a quest, a longing, a desire…the only true answer to this longing, omnipresent precisely in our day, is Christ” says Pope Benedict 

Vatican City (Fides Service) – With Morning Prayer and the last Conference, this morning Pope Benedict XVI and his closest collaborators of the Roman Curia concluded a week of spiritual exercises with meditations given by Cardinal Giacomo Biffi emeritus Archbishop of Bologna to whom the Holy Father expressed his gratitude.


“Every day during Mass before the Eucharistic Prayer we hear the call «lift up your hearts» and we answer: «they are lifted up to the Lord» and I fear that this response may often be more ritual than existential. But in this week you have taught us to lift up our hearts and to move upwards towards the invisible, the real reality. And you also have also given us the key to respond every day to the challenges of this reality … You really have helped us to move out of this gravitation of the things of every day and to enter this other gravitation of the Risen Lord and in this way rise upwards.”


I would also like to thank you for offering us a detailed and clear diagnosis of our situation today, above all you showed us that behind many phenomena today, apparently very distant from religion and from Christ, there exists a quest, a longing, a desire; and that the only true answer to this longing, omnipresent precisely in our day, is Christ. You have encouraged us to follow Christ ever more boldly and to love ever more deeply the Church  «Immaculata ex maculatis» as you taught us with Saint Ambrose.” The Pope concluded thanking Cardinal Biffi for his “realism, sense of humour and sense of practicality”. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 3/3/2007; righe 19, parole 301)

4 March 2007 - Angelus

VATICAN – At the Angelus the Pope recalls “prayer is not an accessory, an optional extra, but rather a question of life and death. Only those who pray, that is, who entrust themselves to God with filial love can enter eternal life, which is God himself”

Vatican City – The Gospel of the second Sunday of Lent presents us with the episode of the Lord’s Transfiguration (Lk 9,28-36): Jesus went up the mountain to pray taking with him Peter, James and John. While he was praying Jesus was transfigured. Reflecting on this Gospel passage before the midday Angelus prayer on Sunday March 4, Pope Benedict XVI highlighted certain aspects: for the apostles to go up the mountain meant to “share in the prayer of Jesus who often withdrew in order to pray … but on the mount on that occasion He wished to reveal to his friends the interior light which filled him when he prayed”. 


Another aspect on which the Pope remarked was: Moses and Elijah appear next to the transfigured Jesus "and they were conversing about his passing which he would accomplish in Jerusalem" (9,31). “Therefore, Jesus listens to the Law and the Prophets who speak to him about his death and resurrection– Pope Benedict XVI explained -. In his intimate dialogue with the Father, He does not exit from history, or escape from the mission for which He came into the world although He knows that to reach his glory He must experience the Cross. Indeed Christ enters this mission ever more deeply, clinging with all his strength to the Father’s will, and He shows us that authentic prayer consists precisely in uniting our own will with that of God”. 


The Holy Father said that for a Christian “prayer is not escaping from reality and the responsibilities it implies but rather shouldering them wholeheartedly, trusting in the Lord’s faithful and endless love”. Before reciting the Angelus the Pope recalled “prayer is not an accessory, an optional extra, but rather a question of life and death. Only those who pray, that is, who entrust themselves to God with filial love can enter eternal life, which is God himself”. In particular Pope Benedict XVI said he prayed that the Blessed Virgin Mary in this Liturgical Season would “to teach us to pray in the same way as her Son so that our lives may be transformed by the light of His presence”.



After the Angelus the Pope thanked those who accompanied his retreat with their prayers and he encouraged them to “seek silence and recollection to leave more space for prayer and meditation on the Word of God”. He also mentioned the Marian Prayer Vigil organised for university students on Saturday 10 March in live Television link with students in various other countries to “invoke the intercession of Mary Sedes Sapientiae, that the Lord may send witness of the Gospel truths to build a civilisation of love”. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 5/3/2007; righe 32, parole 454)

See the Pope’s teaching

http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/pontefici/pontefice.php?id=739
7 March 2007 – Audience general
VATICAN -  Pope Benedict XVI starts new cycle of catechesis on the apostolic Fathers: Pope Saint Clement’s Letter to the Corinthians expounds the Church’s identity and mission 
Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) – This week too the Pope’s weekly audience on March 7 was held first in St Peter’s and then in the Paul VI Hall. In St Peter’s the Pope addressing Italian Bishops from Piedmont accompanied by many of their respective faithful the Pope said “Also in Piedmont and Valle d’Aosta the Christian faith faces socio-cultural challenges, agnostic tendencies present in the doctrinal field, as well as claims for total ethic and moral autonomy. Today it is not easy to bear witness to and announce the Gospel” …“nevertheless there remains in the people a solid spiritual substrata … moreover on the part of lay faithful and groups of apostolic activity there is a marked sense of striving for holiness, the high measure of Christian life.” The Pope encouraged the Bishops to help their communities “be faithful followers of the Lord, valorising their spiritual potential and charisma”. The Pope asked students to make “Lent an opportunity to rediscover the gift of being a follower of Christ and with His help learn to obey the will of the Father”. 


In the Paul VI hall the Pope reflected on Saint Clement “Bishop of Rome in the last years of the first century and the third successor of Peter after Linus and Anacletus. With regard to his life the most important testimony comes from Saint Ireneus, Bishop of Lyons towards the end of 202 AD. Ireneus writes that Clement "saw the Apostles", "he had met them", and "their preaching still resounded in his ears, their tradition was before his eyes". Later testimonies between the fourth and sixth century, give Clement the title of martyr.”


He was certainly the author of a “Letter to the Corinthians”, written on behalf of the Church in Rome following the death of Emperor Domitian and therefore the end of his persecution, and so after 96 AD. The Letter speaks of the “the concern of the Church in Rome, which in charity presides all the other Churches”. “Clement’s Letter – the Pope said – was prompted by concern for the difficulties faced by the Church in Corinth: in fact the priests of that community had been deposed by another group of young men”. Like Saint Paul he wrote two letters to the Corinthians, Clement stresses that God “offers us his forgiveness, his love, the grace to be Christians, to be His brothers and sisters. This is a statement which fills our life with joy and confirms our way of living: the Lord is always ahead of us with his goodness and his goodness is always greater that the greatest of our many sins. However we must respond consistently with the gift received and to the announcement of salvation with a generous and courageous path of conversion.”


The reason for the difficulties in Corinth, Clement observed, “may be found in a slackening of charity and other indispensable Christian virtues. So he urges the faithful to practice humility and brotherly love, two of the most basic and constitutive virtues of being Church”. Here Clement illustrates his ideal Church: “gathered in the One Spirit of grace poured out on us, and present in every member of the Body of Christ, in which all are united, none are separated, they are members of one another.” Pope Benedict XVI then explained the concept that “the clear distinction" between a lay Catholic" and the hierarchy in no way signifies contraposition, but simply the organic connection of a body, an organism, with different functions. In fact the Church is not a place of confusion and anarchy where people act as and when they please: each member of this articulately structured organism exercises a ministry in keeping with his or her calling. With regard to the community leaders, Clement explains clearly the doctrine of apostolic succession. It ruling norms derive in ultimate analysis from God himself”. 


Clement’s letter concludes with a "great prayer" with which he “praises and thanks God for his marvellous loving providence, which created and continues to save and sanctify the world”. The Holy Father noted that the prayer also mentions governors: “By praying for the authorities Clement acknowledges the legitimacy of political institutions in the order established by God; at the same time he urges the authorities to respect God, "and exercise their powers received from God in peace, meekness and mercy". Cesar is not everything. There emerges another sovereignty whose origin and essence are not of this world they come from "above": the sovereignty of Truth which claims recognition also by the Rule of Law.” (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 8/3/2007 – righe 58, parole 862) 

See the Pope’s teaching

http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/pontefici/ponte.fice.php?id=740
8 March 2007 – Audience to members of Circolo di San Pietro

VATICAN - “The ancient custom of Peter’s Pence stems from the awareness that each member of the faithful is called to offer material support for the work of evangelisation and to assist the poor and the needy with generosity”: the Pope receives Circolo San Pietro 

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) – On March 8 the Pope received members of the Rome-based charity organization, the Circolo San Pietro, for their traditional annual audience during which they present him with Peter's Pence, the proceeds of collections taken up in Roman churches over the last year. In his address the Holy Father said: “The ancient practice of Peter’s Pence started in a way in the among the early Christian communities and stems from the awareness that each member of the faithful is called to offer material support to the work of evangelisation and at the same time meet the needs of the poor and needy” . The custom has always been very dear to the hearts of Catholics in England. By the end of the eighth century the Anglo-Saxons felt so closely linked to the Bishop of Rome that they decided to send a regular annual contribution to the Holy Father. It was thus that the Denarius Sancti Petri (Alms of Saint Peter) originated and spread throughout Europe.


The Circolo San Pietro is charged with this collection and with organising charitable work in the diocese of Rome. “Peter’s Pence collected in dioceses, parishes and religious communities all over the world is sent  to the Pope to be used to meet requests for help coming from many different countries. In the history of the Church this economic support on the part of the faithful has been particularly significant” the Holy Father said quoting  the  Encyclical Saepe venerabilis of Blessed Pope Pius IX. 


Thanking the members of the Association the Pope said  “also in our day the Church continues to spread the Gospel and cooperate to build a humanity of more solidarity and brotherhood. And precisely thanks also to Peter’s Pence she is able to carry on this mission of evangelisation and human promotion.” Among the initiatives promoted by the Association Pope Benedict XVI mentioned assistance to sick people and their families by means of the Hospice Sacro Cuore, and he concluded recalling that in this Season of Lent “the Liturgy reminds us besides prayer and fasting we must also help those most in need with material and spiritual assistance”. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 9/3/2007 – righe 25, parole 358)

See address in Italian

http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/pontefici/pontefice.php?id=741
9 March 2007 – Audience to participants at the plenary assembly of the Pontifical Council for Social Communications VATICAN - “Much of what is transmitted in various forms to the homes of millions of families around the world is destructive. By directing the light of Christ’s truth upon such shadows the Church engenders hope.”: Pope Benedict XVI receives participants at the plenary assembly of the Pontifical Council for Social Communications

Vatican City (Fides Service) – On March 9 in the Vatican, Benedict XVI received participants in the plenary assembly of the Pontifical Council for Social Communications, which is presided by Archbishop John P. Foley “Undoubtedly much of great benefit to civilization is contributed by the various components of the mass media. … in regard to the internet it must be duly recognised that it has opened up a world of knowledge and learning that previously for many could only be accessed with difficulty, if at all. Such contributions to the common good are to be applauded and encouraged. On the other hand, it is also readily apparent that much of what is transmitted in various forms to the homes of millions of families around the world is destructive. By directing the light of Christ’s truth upon such shadows the Church engenders hope. Let us strengthen our efforts to encourage all to place the lit lamp on the lamp-stand where it shines for everyone in the home, the school, and society!” 


Expressing his gratitude for your commitment to the apostolate of social communications, the importance of which cannot be underestimated in our increasingly technological world.”, Pope Benedict XVI stated “The field of social communications is fast-changing. While the print media struggles to maintain circulation, other forms of media such as radio, television and the internet are developing at an extraordinary rate. Against the backdrop of globalization, this ascendancy of the electronic media coincides with its increasing concentration in the hands of a few multinational conglomerates whose influence crosses all social and cultural boundaries”.


With regard to the results and effects of the media, which command close attention, the Pope underlined “the media’s pervasive role in shaping culture,” and highlighted the great benefits the media bring to civilisation but also the negative aspects. “My concerns are no different from those of any mother or father, or teacher, or responsible citizen” Pope Benedict XVI said recalling his Message for Communications Day 2007 which draws attention to the media and young people. “The responsibility to introduce and educate children and young people into the ways of beauty, truth and goodness is therefore a grave one. It can be supported by media conglomerates only to the extent that they promote fundamental human dignity, the true value of marriage and family life, and the positive achievements and goals of humanity.” Lastly the Holy Father urged the leaders of the media industry “to advise producers to safeguard the common good, to uphold the truth, to protect individual human dignity and promote respect for the needs of the family.. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 10/3/2007 – righe 32, parole 445)

See the Pope’s address in English

http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/pontefici/pontefice.php?id=742
10 March 2007 – Prayer vigil with university students on the occasion of the 5th European University Day on the theme "Intellectual Charity: path for new cooperation Europe-Asia".

VATICAN – Benedict XVI and European University Day: “Intellectual charity can unite the existential journey of young people who live far apart but nevertheless feel connected with each other at the level of interior research and witness ”

Vatican City (Fides Service)– In the late afternoon of Saturday 10 March in the Paul VI Hall in the Vatican Pope Benedict XVI addressed university students taking part in the 5th European University Day on the theme "Intellectual Charity: path for new cooperation Europe-Asia".

 “It is most evocative to think of intellectual charity as the human spirit’s power to unite the formative itineraries of the new generations – the Pope said-.  Globally intellectual charity can unite the existential journey of young people who live far apart but nevertheless feel connected with each other at the level of interior research and witness. This evening we have ideally cast a bridge between Europe and Asia, a continent rich in spiritual traditions, where some of humanity’s oldest and noblest cultural traditions developed.” 

The initiative, promoted by the Council of European Bishops’ Conferences and the Office for University Pastoral of the Vicariate of Rome diocese, linked via satellite TV university students in Rome with those in Turin, Bologna, Manchester, Coimbra, Krakow, Prague, Tirana, Hong Kong, Calcutta, Manila and Islamabad. After leading  the recitation of the Holy Rosary the Holy Father gave his address and then presented copies of the Apostolic post synodal exhortations Ecclesia in Europe and Ecclesia in Asia to a few student representatives. 


“The University students of Rome are promoting brotherhood under the banner of intellectual love– Pope Benedict XVI said in his address -, they pursue solidarity moved not by economic or political interests but by an interest for study and search for the truth. Here we have truly a perspective of the "university" , of the community of knowledge, one of the constitutive elements of Europe.” After addressing the student participants in other countries in various languages the Pope concluded: “the mystery of the Cross is not removed from the theme of intellectual charity, indeed it illuminates it. Christian wisdom is the wisdom of the Cross: Christian students and more so Christian teachers interpret every reality in the light of the mystery of God’s love which has in the Cross its highest and most complete revelation. Once again dear young people I entrust to you the Cross of Christ: welcome it, embrace it, follow it. It is the tree of life! At its feet you will always find Mary, the Mother of Jesus. Together with Mary, Seat of Wisdom, look upon the One who was pierced for us (cfr Jn 19,37), contemplate this never ending source of love and truth and you too will become disciples and witness filled with joy.” (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 12/3/2007 – righe 31, parole 429)

See the Pope’s homily in Italian

http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/pontefici/pontefice.php?id=744
11 March 2007 – Angelus

VATICAN -  “Christ calls us to counter to evil with a serious examination of conscience and commitment to purify our life … individuals and societies which live without ever questioning their style of life are destined to ruin”: Pope Benedict XVI at the Angelus

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) – Conversion was the subject of the Pope’s reflection before the midday Angelus prayer in Sunday 11 March focussed on the Sunday Gospel and Jesus’ warning: " <Do you suppose that these Galileans were worse sinners than any others, that this should have happened to them? They were not, I tell you. No; but unless you repent you will all perish as they did" (Luke 13,3.5)>. The Holy Father explained that Jesus intended to convince his listeners of the  “necessity of conversion”. “He proposes it in realistic rather than moralistic terms, as the only adequate response to events which shatter human certainties” Pope Benedict XVI said, recalling that in the face of certain tragedies as those narrated in the Gospel, “true wisdom is to realise the precariousness of our existence and assume an attitude of responsibility: do penance and improve our lives. This is wisdom, this is the most effective answer to evil at every level, interpersonal, social and international”. Christ calls us to counter evil with a serious examination of conscience and commitment to purify our life. “In fact individuals and societies which live without ever questioning their style of life are destined to ruin. Conversion, instead, while it does not prevent difficulties and misfortunes, enables us to face them in a different ‘manner’... In brief: conversion overcomes evil at the root which is sin, although it cannot always avoid the consequences.”


The Pope concluding calling on the Blessed Virgin Mary to intercede that during Lent, “every Christian may rediscover the greatness, the beauty I would say of conversion. May Our Lady help us to realise that doing penance and correcting our behaviour is not moralism, it is the best way of improving one’s self and society”. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 12/3/2007; righe 21, parole 301)

See the Pope’s reflection in Italian

http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/pontefici/pontefice.php?id=743
13 March 2007 – Audience with the President of the Russian Federation   
VATICAN - Pope Benedict XVI receives the President of the Russian Federation   

Vatican City (Fides News Service) – In the evening of 13 March the Holy See Press office issued the following statement in Italian with regard to the Papal Audience with the President of the Russian Federation. “At 6pm today 13 March 2007, Pope Benedict XVI received in audience His Excellency Mr  Vladimir Putin, President of the Russian Federation. At the same time a meeting took place between Cardinal Tarcisio Bertone, Secretary of State for His Holiness and Archbishop Dominique Mamberti Secretary for Relations with States, and the Foreign Minister of the Russian Federation Mr. Sergei Lavrov accompanied by other members of the presidential entourage.


The talks held in a highly positive atmosphere highlighted the cordial relations existing between the Holy See and the Russian Federation as well as a reciprocal desire to develop these relations also by means of specific initiatives of cultural character.  In this framework various bilateral themes of common interested were examined, including relations between the Catholic Church and the Orthodox Church and important international issues, especially regarding the Middle East. The interlocutors also discussed the problems of extremism and intolerance which pose serious threats to civil coexistence among countries and the need to preserve peace and to foster negotiated peaceful solutions to conflicts. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 14/3/2007; Righe 18, Parole 226)
14 March 2007 – General Audience 
VATICAN - Saint Ignatius of Antioch urges us to attain “progressive synthesis between  configuration to Christ and dedication to his Church”: Pope Benedict XVI’s catechesis at Wednesday General Audience  
Vatican City (Fides Service) – Saint Ignatius, third Bishop of the town of Antioch in what today is Turkey between the year 70 and 107AD the year he was martyred, was the second of the Apostolic Fathers, after Saint Clement, on whom Pope Benedict XVI focussed his catechesis for the general audience on Wednesday 14 March. We learn from the Acts of the Apostles that in Antioch there was a flourishing Christian community whose first bishop was Saint Peter the apostle. The Holy Father recalled the testimony offered by the 4th century historian Eusebius of Caesarea. When writing about the life and works of Ignatius, Eusebius recalls that the former was sent to Rome “to be fed to the wild beasts because of his witness to Christ”. During his journey towards martyrdom Ignatius encouraged and strengthened the Christian communities he encountered urging them not to be misled by heresies but to remain faithful to Apostolic Tradition. He stopped first at Smyrne from where he wrote four letters; then at Troade from where he sent letters to the Churches of  Philadelphia and Smyrne and a letter to Bishop Polycarp. “Reading these letters – the Pope said – we note the freshness of the faith of a generation which had known the Apostles. In these letters one notes the ardent love of a saint”. When he reached Rome, Ignatius was fed to wild beasts in the Amphitheatre of Flavius.


“No other Father of the Church expressed with such intensity as Ignatius his longing to be united with Christ and to live in Him” Pope Benedict XVI said recalling that Ignatius begged the Christians in Rome to do nothing to prevent his martyrdom because he was impatient to “be with Jesus Christ". “For Ignatius unity is first of all a  prerogative of God who exists in absolute unity, three Persons in One. He says frequently that God is unity and unity in its pure and original state is found only in God. The unity which Christian are called to achieve on this earth is simply an imitation the most similar as possible to the divine archetype”. Ignatius insists on two aspects of Christian life: the hierarchical structure of the ecclesial community and the fundamental unity which binds together all the followers of Christ. “This insistence on communion of believers among themselves and with their bishop is continually reformulated with eloquent images and analogies: the zither, the harp, intonation, concert, symphony. The special responsibility of the bishops, priests and deacons for building up the community is clear. They must be the first to respond to the call to love and unity … Ignatius was the first in Christian literature to attribute the adjective "catholic" meaning "universal" to the Church … and precisely to serve the unity of the Catholic Church, the Christian community in Rome exercises a sort of primacy in love”.


Pope Benedict XVI continued “Ignatius is truly a ‘doctor of unity: unity of God and the unity of Christ (in defiance of various heresies which were beginning to circulate and which separated the Man and the God in Christ), unity of the Church, unity of the faithful ‘in faith and charity compared to which nothing more excellent exists’ … Ignatius urges the faithful of yesterday and today, an all of us to strive for progressive configuration with Christ  (union with Him, life in Him) and dedication to his Church (unity with the Bishop, generous service to the community and to the world). In brief a must be reached synthesis between communion of the Church within herself and mission proclamation of the Gospel to others, until the two dimensions speak through one another and believers are ever more in "possession of that undivided spirit, which is Christ Jesus himself". The Pope concluded “Let us pray that the Lord will help us attain this unity so we may be found at last without stain because love purifies the soul.” (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 15/3/2007 – righe 41, parole 622) 

See the Pope’s teaching

http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/pontefici/pontefice.php?id=746
16 March 2007 – Audience to participants at a course promoted by Apostolic Penitentiary 

VATICAN - Pope Benedict XVI tells participants at a course promoted by Apostolic Penitentiary: “the task of the priest and the confessor is principally this: to lead every man and woman to experience the personal love Christ has for them, to meet Him on the path of life as Paul met Him on the road to Damascus” 

Vatican City (Fides Service) – “Today’s meeting offers us the opportunity to reflect together on the importance also in the present day of the sacrament of Penance and the necessity for priests to prepare as they promise to the Bishop on the day of the Ordination to the priesthood to administer it with devotion and fidelity for God’s glory and the sanctification of the Christian people”. With these words the Holy Father, Pope Benedict XVI addressed participants at course promoted by Apostolic Penitentiary, whom he received in a special audience at the end of the morning on 16 March. 

“Through the sacramental acts and words, priests render most of all visible God’s love fully revealed  in Christ – the Pope continued -… What happens in this sacrament is therefore first of all a mystery of love, the work of the loving mercy of the Lord… in order to be really at peace with God,  with ourselves and with our neighbour we all need to draw from the inextinguishable font of divine love, shown to us totally in the mystery of the Cross. Only from this spiritual source can we draw the inner strength indispensable for overcoming evil and sin in the never-ending struggle which marks our earthly pilgrimage towards our heavenly homeland.” 


The Pope then recalled how in today’s world the contradictions highlighted by the Second Vatican Council are still present: “we see humanity which desires to be self-sufficient, where no few think they can do without God and live well; yet how many appear sadly condemned to face dramatic situations of existential emptiness, how much violence continues to exist on the earth, how much solitude weighs on the human soul in this era of communication! In a word, it would appear that the "sense of sin" has been lost, while on the other hand  "guilt complexes" are ever more numerous. Who can free the human heart from this yoke of death but the One who by dying defeated the powers of evil once and for all with the omnipotence of divine love?” 


The priest in the sacrament of Confession is a channel of God’s loving mercy and his principal task is to “to lead every man and woman to experience the personal love Christ has for them, to meet Him on the path of life as Paul met Him on the road to Damascus”. To fulfil this important mission and reach the set goal, a priest committed to the ministry of the sacrament of Penance must be filled with “continual tending towards holiness”, interiorly united with the Lord, faithful to the Magisterium of the Church with regard to moral doctrine, “conscious that the law of good and evil is determined by God not by situations”. The Pope concluded asking the Blessed Virgin Mary to intercede for and sustain the ministry of confessor priests and help every Christian community “to be ever more aware of the value and importance del sacrament of Penance for the spiritual growth of every believer”. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 17/3/2007 – righe 34, parole 474)

See the Pope’s address in Italian

http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/pontefici/pontefice.php?id=747
18 March 2007 – Homily on the occasion of visit to Casal del Marmo Penal Institute for Minors
VATICAN – The Pope visits Penal Institute for Minors: “we can be deprived of everything, even freedom or health, and yet if God is in our heart we can live in peace and joy. This is the secret: giving God first place in our life”

Vatican City – Sunday 18 March, 4th Sunday of Lent, Pope Benedict XVI visited   Rome’s Casal del Marmo Penal Institute for Minors. Welcomed by Cardinal Camillo Ruini, Vicar General for the Diocese of Rome, and the local civic authorities, the Pope presided a concelebration of Mass in the institute’s chapel dedicated to the “All Merciful Father”.

In his homily the Pope explained the Sunday Gospel parable of the merciful father, in which three people appear: the father and two sons. “Both sons live in peace, they are farmers and quite well they have all that is necessary to live, they sell their products and life is good. However the younger son finds this life boring, not satisfying”. Anxious to experience another way of life in which he can be really free to do what he likes “free from discipline and God’s norms and commandments, free from his father’s orders”, the younger son takes his part of the family heritage and leaves home. “The father is very gentle and generous, he respects the freedom of his son who must choose his own project for life”. The son travels to a far away land, and probably not only geographically, “because he dreams of a life which is totally different”. 


At first everything is fine but then as time passes he experiences an emptiness: “here too the slavery of doing the same things time after time reappears. And in the end fine the money runs out and the young man finds that his living conditions is worse than that of swine. He starts to reflect and ask himself if this is really a path for life: freedom understood as doing what I want, living, having life only for myself of perhaps better would be a life lived for others, helping to build up the world, the growth of the human community”. The boy reflects and realises that he had much more freedom at home “he was also a proprietor, he helped build the home and the society in communion with the  Creator, his life had a purpose, he was aware of God’s plan for him”. The younger son sets out on the path to return home and resume his former life style.


His father, who had given him freedom “that he might understand in his heart what it means to live or not to live”, embraces him and prepares a feast. “The son realises that it is daily work, humility and discipline which make the real feast, the real freedom … Certainly life will not be easy, temptation will return, but now he is fully aware that life without God does not work: it lacks the essential, light, a sense of the greatness of being a human person…the young man understands that rather than obstacles to freedom and real life, God’s Commandments indicate the path to this life. The boy understands that what enriches life is work, discipline and doing things for others rather than simply for oneself”. The envious reaction of the elder son who had remained at home, helps us realise that “he too in his heart  needs ‘to return home’ and re-discover the meaning of life, that we are truly alive only with God, with his Word, in the communion of our family, of work; in the great communion of the Family of God”. 


Benedict XVI completed his explanation of the parable observing: “The Gospel helps us understand who God really is: He is the All Merciful Father who loves us in Jesus beyond all measure. The errors we commit, even serious ones, in no way lessen the fidelity of his love. In the sacrament of confession we can always make a fresh start in life: he welcomes us, he restores our dignity as his children… this parable also helps us to understand that human person is no "monad", an isolated entity which lives only for itself and wants life only for itself. On the contrary, we live with others, we are created with others and we can truly live only if we are with others, if we give ourselves to others... and at last we are a free person. We must realise what is freedom and what instead is only apparent freedom. Freedom, we could say, is a springboard for diving into the infinite ocean of divine goodness, but it can also be a slippery slope on which we can fall down to the abyss of sin and evil and lose our freedom and our dignity.”


The Holy Father concluded “in this season of Lent the Church calls us to conversion which, besides being an important effort to change our behaviour, is an opportunity to decide to rise up and   make a new start, give up sin and choose to return to God. Let us undertake– this is the imperative of Lent – let us undertake together this path of inward liberation”. 


After Mass the Pope had a meeting with the young inmates and the prison guards in the Institute’s sports hall. “I would like first of all to thank you for your joy, thank you for this preparation. For me it has been a great joy to have given you a little light with this visit” the Pope said: “Know that the Pope loves you and is concerned for your future”… “Today is a day of joy for you. Today’s liturgy is a call to be happy… during the Mass we remembered that God loves us: this is the source of true joy. Even a person who has everything can be unhappy; “we can be deprived of everything, even freedom or health, and yet if God is in our heart we can live in peace and joy. This is the secret: giving God first place in our life”. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 21/3/2007, righe 64, parole 1.013)

See homily and address in Italian

18 March 2007 - Angelus

VATICAN – At the Angelus the Pope speaks of the Eucharist the “Sacrament of Charity”: “in the Eucharist Christ gives us his love, that love  which moved him to give his life for us on the Cross”

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) – The source of Christian joy is the Eucharist “which Christ left us as spiritual Food while we are pilgrims on this earth … The Eucharist nurtures in believers of every epoch that deep joy which is one with love and peace and has its origin in communion with God and with our brothers and sisters”. On Sunday 18 March the subject of Pope Benedict XVI’s reflection before the midday angelus prayer was the Eucharist, “source and summit of the life and mission of the Church”, and the post synodal apostolic Exhortation Sacramentum caritatis recently made public, which contains the fruits of the 11th general assembly of the Synod of Bishops in October 2005.


The Pope said “I intend to come back to it however I wish to underline that this important text is the expression of the universal Church’s faith in the Eucharistic Mystery and is in continuity with Vatican II and the magisterium of my venerable predecessors Paul VI and John  Paul II”. The Holy Father explained that he drew the Exhortation’s title “Sacramentum caritatis” from the fact that its contents are closely connected with “Deus caritas est” his first Encyclical. “Yes, in the Eucharist Christ gives us his same love which moved him to give his life for us on the Cross– Pope Benedict XVI said -. At the Last Supper when he washed his disciples feet Jesus gave us the last commandment of love… but since this is only possible if we are united with Him like branches with the vine, He chose to remain with us in the Eucharist that we might remain in Him. When therefore with faith we nourish ourselves with his Body and Blood, his love passes into us and renders us capable of giving our life for others and this produces Christian joy, the joy of love.”


The Pope invoked the intercession of Mary "woman of the Eucharist" par excellence, the “masterpiece of divine grace” since God’s grace rendered her immaculate "before Him in love". The Pope also invoked “great Saint Joseph, that the People of God believing, celebrating and living with faith the Eucharistic Mystery may be filled with Christ’s love and share its fruits of joy and peace with all humanity.”


After the Marian prayer the Pope greeted an Italian group, Collegamento dei Cattolici per una Civiltà dell’Amore, which on the occasion of the Feast of Saint Joseph, also Father’s Day in Italy was re-launching its "Adotta un papà", (Adopting a Dad) campaign in collaboration with missionary institutes for the benefit of poor families in developing countries. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 21/3/2007; righe 30, parole 453)

See the Pope’s address

21 March 2007 – Audience generale

VATICAN - “The figure and works of Justine mark the early Church’s firm decision for philosophy and reason rather than the religion of the pagans”: the Pope’s catechesis on Saint Justine the most important Christian apologist  of the 2nd century  
Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) – Continuing his catechesis on the Apostolic Fathers, Pope Benedict XVI dedicated his audience teaching on Wednesday 21 March to the figure of Saint Justine, philosopher and martyr, “the most important Father apologist of the 2nd century”. The Pope began by explaining that the “apologists”, “were early Christian writers who strove to defend the new religion from accusations made by the pagans and the Jews and to spread Christian doctrine in terms suited to the culture of their time”.


Born about 100 AD in Samaria, in the Holy Land, Justine sought the truth at length, frequenting various schools of Greek philosophical tradition until one day “a mysterious figure, an old man whom he met on the sea shore” led him to the Christian faith. “He opened a free school in Rome where he taught the new religion, considered the true philosophy – the Pope said in his address -. In it in fact he had found the truth and therefore the art of upright living. For this reason he was reported and decapitated in about the year 165 AD”.


In the two "Apologies" bearing his name and his "Dialogue with the Jew Tryphon" which have come down to us “Justine wishes to illustrate first of all the divine plan of creation and salvation accomplished in Jesus Christ, the Logos or eternal Word, eternal Reason, creative Reason. In his works "Justin seeks to explain, above all, the divine project of salvation accomplished in Jesus Christ, the Word of God," said the Holy Father. "All men and women, as rational beings, share in the Logos, they carry in themselves a 'seed' and can perceive some glimmers of the truth.  "Thus," he added, "the same Logos that was revealed in prophetic figures to the Jews in the ancient Law, was also partially manifested as 'seeds of truth' to the Greeks. ... And because Christianity is the historical and personal manifestation of the Logos in its entirety, it follows that 'everything of beauty that has ever been expressed by anyone belongs to us Christians'."


Pope Benedict XVI recalled that  “The figure and work of Justin mark the ancient Church's decisive option for philosophy, rather than the pagan religion. Philosophy represented the privileged meeting area for paganism, Judaism and Christianity on the level of criticism of the pagan religion and its false myths… Justine, and the other apologists, initialled Christianity’s firm stance for the God of the philosophers against the false god’s of the pagan religion. This stance was for the truth of being and against the myths of custom”. The Pope explained that the term consuetudo, used also by Tertullian with regard to the pagan religion, “in modern languages can be translated as ‘cultural usage’, ‘usage of the day” and he concluded: “In an epoch such as ours, marked by relativism in the debate on values and religion – and also in inter-religious dialogue -, this is a lesson not to be forgotten”. 


At the end of his catechesis, the Pope greeted people in different languages and in Italian he greeted Catholics from various dioceses of Sardinia in Rome with their Bishops, the latter in Rome for their ad limina visit: “Dear Friends, the Pope said, in the recent Exhortation Apostolic I underlined the importance of the Eucharist for the life of the Church and the individual Christian. I encourage you to draw from this wondrous source of the spiritual strength necessary  for remaining faithful to the Gospel and witnessing always and everywhere to God’s love. And you dear brother Bishops, "be models for the flock" (I Pt 5,3) never tire of leading the faithful entrusted to your pastoral care to be ever more generously committed to Christ personally and as a  community.” 


At the end of the audience, the Pope recalled that March 24 is World Tuberculosis Day. "May this anniversary," he said, "favour increased responsibility in the treatment of this sickness and an ever greater solidarity towards those who suffer from it. Upon them and their families I invoke the comfort of the Lord while encouraging the many initiatives the Church promotes in this field.".” (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 22/3/2007 – righe 47, parole 686) 

See catechesis in Italian

http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/pontefici/pontefice.php?id=750

22 March 2007 – Audience with participants at plenary of the Pontifical Council for Health Pastoral Care

VATICAN - “Christian health workers are well aware of the close and indissoluble bond that exists between their professional service and the virtue of charity to which Christ calls them”: Pope Benedict XVI addresses participants at plenary session of the Pontifical Council for Health Pastoral Care

Vatican City  (Fides Service) - On 22 March in the Vatican  Benedict XVI received participants in the plenary session of the Pontifical Council for Health Pastoral Care. In his talk to them the Pope affirmed that “health pastoral care is an evangelical field par excellence that immediately calls to mind the work of Jesus, the Good Samaritan of humankind. When He passed through the villages of Palestine to announce the good news of the Kingdom of God,  He always accompanied His preaching with the signs He worked upon the sick. The health of man, of all of man, was the sign that Jesus chose to express the proximity of God and His merciful love that heals the spirit, the soul and the body," and this must be a reference for all activity in this field said the Holy Father.

“Helping human beings is a duty, both as a response to a fundamental right and because the cure of individuals works for the benefit of the community as a whole” the Pope said reminding those present that “respect for and faith in healthcare workers is proportional to the conviction that these defenders of life will never despise a human existence, however handicapped it may be, and will always encourage attempts at treatment.  The commitment to treatment must, then, be extended to all human beings”. 

The Pope continued: “Christian health workers are aware of the close and indissoluble bond that exists between their professional service and the virtue of charity to which Christ calls them: it is precisely by carrying out their work well that they bear witness to the love of God. Charity, the task of the Church and the subject of my Encyclical ‘Deus caritas est’, is especially significant in caring for the sick. This is seen in the history of the Church and the witness of countless men and women who worked in this field individually and as members of associations”. 


The Holy Father ideally consigned to those present the reflections contained in the Encyclical “Deus caritas est” and relative pastoral guidelines with regard to the charity services of the Church as "community of love", and he added the apostolic post-synodal exhortation which treats with the Eucharist as "Sacrament of Charity", since “it is precisely from the Eucharist that health pastoral can continue to draw the strength to offer effective assistance to people and promote  their dignity -  The Pope said and concluded:  The beating heart of every hospital and clinic is the chapel where Jesus continues to offer himself to the heavenly Father for the life of humanity. The Eucharist, administered decorously and prayerfully to the sick, is a vital lymph that comforts them and gives their souls the interior light necessary to live their infirmity and suffering with faith and hope.”. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 23/3/2007 – righe 34, parole 476)

See address in Italian

http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/pontefici/pontefice.php?id=751
24 March 2007 – Audience to participants at  Congress "50th  Anniversary of the Treaty of Rome – Values and prospects for Europe tomorrow ", promoted by the Commission of the Bishops' Conferences of the European Community)
VATICAN - “It is that it is unthinkable to create an authentic 'common European home' while ignoring the identity of the people of our continent … an identity made up of a collection of universal values which Christianity helped to forge”: the Pope receives participants at COMECE Congress 

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) – “It is that it is unthinkable to create an authentic 'common European home' while ignoring the identity of the people of our continent. ... An identity that is historical, cultural and moral, more even than geographical, economic or political; an identity made up of a collection of universal values which Christianity helped to forge, thus acquiring a role that is not only historical but foundational for the continent of Europe.” These values which constitute the soul of the Continent, must remain in the Europe of the third millennium as ‘leaven’ of civilisation.” On Saturday 24 March Benedict XVI received cardinals, bishops, parliamentarians and other participants in a congress promoted by the Commission of the Bishops' Conferences of the European Community (COMECE). The event was held to coincide with the 50th anniversary of the signing of the Treaty of Rome on March 25, 1957. “If on the occasion of the 50th anniversary of the Treaty of Rome the governments of the Union wish to ‘approach’ their citizens 
  "If, on the occasion of the 50th anniversary of the Treaty of Rome, the governments of the EU wish to 'get closer' to their citizens – the Pope continued -  how can they exclude such an essential element of European identity as Christianity, in which a vast majority of that people continue to identify themselves? Is it not surprising that modern Europe, while seeking to present itself as a community of values, seems ever more frequently to question the very existence of universal and absolute values? And does this singular form of 'apostasy' - from oneself even more than from God - not perhaps induce Europe to doubt its own identity?”

Tracing the development of Europe in the past fifty years, Pope Benedict XVI recalled “reconciliation between the two ‘lungs ’ – East and West – united by a common history” and “the need to established a healthy balance between the economic and social dimensions”. “From the demographic point of view sadly Europe appears set on a path which could lead to its exit from history. Besides threatening economic growth, this can also undermine social harmony and above all foster dangerous individualism, with no regard for future consequences. One might almost think that the Continent of Europe is losing confidence in its future”. The Pope said “solidarity is fostered with difficulty , not only in the international ambit but also in the strictly national field”. 


“A community which builds itself without respecting the authentic dignity of the human person, forgetting that every person is created in the image of God, does no good to anyone  – the Pontiff continued -.   "For this reason it is becoming ever more indispensable for Europe to avoid the pragmatic approach, so widespread today, that systematically justifies compromise on essential human values, as if the acceptance of a supposedly lesser evil were inevitable… When such pragmatism involves laical and relativist trends and tendencies, Christians end up being denied the right to participate as Christians in public debate or, at the least, their contribution is disqualified with the accusation of seeking to protect unjustified privileges”.  Benedict XVI went on to affirm that at this moment in history the European Union, "in order to be a valid guarantor of the State of law and an effective promoter of universal values, must clearly recognize the definite existence of a stable and permanent human nature." This nature is "the source of rights shared by all individuals, including the very people who seek to deny them. In such a context protection must be afforded to objection of conscience” in cases where “fundamental human rights are violated.”

Pope Benedict XVI said  "I know how difficult it is for Christians to defend this truth  ... But do not tire and do not be discouraged! You know your task is to contribute to building, with God's help, a new Europe, realistic but not cynical, rich in ideals and free of naive illusions, inspired by the perennial and life-giving truth of the Gospel… I am certain God will not fail to bless generous efforts of those who in a spirit of service work to build a common house of Europe where cultural, social and political  contributions aim for the common good”. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 26/3/2007 – righe 47, parole 648)
See the Pope’s address in Italian

http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/pontefici/pontefice.php?id=753
24 March 2007 – Audience with participants at pilgrimage organised by Communion and Liberation Movement to mark 25th anniversary of papal approval

VATICAN - “I urge you to continue on this path, with profound personalised faith, deeply rooted in the Church the living Body of Christ”: the Pope addresses pilgrimage organised by Communion and Liberation Movement to mark 25th anniversary of papal approval

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) – “The late John Paul II Il … gave you this consignment: «Go into the whole world carrying the truth, beauty and peace encountered in Christ our Redeemer». Don Giussani made these words the programme of the Communion and Liberation Movement and this was the beginning of missionary season which led you to eighty countries. Today I urge you to continue on this path, with profound personalised faith, deeply rooted in the Church the living Body of Christ.” This was the consignment Pope Benedict XVI gave to over 80,000 participants in a pilgrimage promoted by Communion and Liberation Movement to mark 25th anniversary of papal approval in St Peter’s Square on 24 March.


Recalling first of all the founder Mgr. Luigi Giussani “a true friend and of whom I have many fond memories”, said the Pope  “through him the Holy Spirit gave rise to a Movement in the Church … to bear witness to the beauty of being a Christian in an epoch when there was a spreading opinion that Christianity was arduous and oppressing to live. Don Giussani strove to instil in young people a love for Christ "the Way, Truth and Life", repeating that He alone is the path towards the fulfilment of the deepest dreams of the human heart and that Christ saves us not despite our humanity but rather through our humanity”. 


This courageous priest “sought Beauty itself, the infinite Beauty found only in Christ” and, as John Paul II said, “the original pedagogical intuition of Communion and Liberation lies in proposing in an attractive manner in keeping with present day culture the Christian event as a source of new values, an orientation for life.” The vast and articulated spiritual family of Communion and Liberation originated in a “new encounter with Christ” which still today “offers an opportunity to live the Christian faith deeply and in a modern way, on the one hand in total fidelity and communion with the Successor of Peter and the Bishops who govern the Church; on the other  with spontaneity and freedom which allow new prophetic apostolic and missionary initiatives”.


The Fraternity of Communion and Liberation is part of a rich flourishing of associations, movements and new church realities prompted by the Holy Sprit in the Church since Vatican II, a “sign of the fecundity of the Lord’s Spirit, and to make visible in the world the victory of the Risen Christ and continue the missionary mandate entrusted to the whole Church”. Pope Benedict XVI repeated a call he made at a recent meeting with the Roman clergy,  “not to suppress charismas … if the Lord gives us new gifts we must be grateful for them even if they are uncomfortable. At the same time since the Church is One, if Movements are truly gifts of the Holy Spirit they must naturally insert themselves in the ecclesial Community and serve it in patient dialogue with the Bishops and be edifying elements for the Church of today and tomorrow.” (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 26/3/2007 – righe 37, parole 535)

See the Pope’s address in Italian

http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/pontefici/pontefice.php?id=752
25 March 2007 – Homily at Mass during pastoral visit to the parish of Saint Felicity and Children, Martyrs
VATICAN – The Pope makes pastoral visit to the parish of Saint Felicity and Children, Martyrs: “on our Lenten path … may we be accompanied by the certainty that God never abandons us and that his love is a source of joy and peace; a power which impels us to walk the path of holiness, even to martyrdom if necessary” 

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) – On the 5th Sunday of Lent, March 25 Pope Benedict XVI visited   the Roman parish community of Santa Felicita e Figli martiri. In his homily the Pope spoke about the  “mission of every parish community, called to announce the Gospel and to be a place of welcome and listening, fraternal sharing, dialogue and forgiveness”. This is no easy task, the Pope said. Referring to the Sunday readings he continued “our pilgrimage on earth is filled with difficulties and trials, like the journey of the chosen people in the desert before they reached the promised land. But God’s intervention can render it easy”. In fact the Lord supplies every Christian community with “abundant spiritual provisions to cross the desert of this world and transform it into a fertile garden. These provisions are listening to His Word, the Sacraments and every other spiritual resource of the liturgy and personal prayer. In brief, the real provision is His love. That same love which led Jesus to immolate himself for us, transforms us and enables us to follow Him faithfully”. 


With regard to the Sunday Gospel on the woman accused of adultery  the Pope said: “Jesus does not start a theoretical discussion with his interlocutors: he is not interested in winning an argument about the interpretation of the Law of Moses, his aim is to save a soul and show that salvation is found only in God’s love. This is why He came on earth, this is why He died on the cross and was raised up by the Father on the third day. Jesus came to say he wants us all to go to Heaven and that hell,  little spoken about in our day, exists and is eternal for those who close their hearts to his Love. In this episode too therefore we understand that our true enemy is attachment to sin, which can lead us to lose our life. Jesus says to the adulterous woman: "Go, and sin no more". He forgives her so that she may sin “no more”. In a similar episode, the one about the sinful woman who repents, found in the Gospel of Luke, Jesus welcomes a repentant woman and tells her to go in peace. Here instead we have an adulterous woman who receives unconditioned forgiveness. In both cases – for the repentant sinful woman and the adulteress– the message is the same. In any case it is emphasised that there can be no forgiveness without repentance; only God’s forgiveness and love received by a heart which is open and sincere give the strength to resist evil and "sin no more". Jesus’ attitude is an example for every community called to make love and forgiveness the beating heart of its life.”


The Pope concluded: “on our Lenten journey which is coming swiftly to an end, may we be accompanied with the certainty that God never abandons us and his love is a source of joy and peace; his love is a power which impels us to walk the path of holiness, even to martyrdom if necessary”, like the children and then the courageous mother Felicita, the patrons saints of your parish … may their example and intercession be a source of continual encouragement to follow the Gospel without hesitation or compromise”. 

(S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 26/3/2007, righe 38, parole 598)

See the Pope’s homily in Italian

http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/pontefici/pontefice.php?id=754
25 March 2007 - Angelus

VATICAN - Benedict XVI at the Angelus: “Mary’s reply to the angel is prolonged in the Church … missionary martyrs bear witness to Christ’s love which is stronger than violence and hatred” 

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) – “The Annunciation, narrated at the beginning of the Gospel of St Luke, was a humble, hidden event – no one saw or was aware that it happened, only Mary –, but at the same time  it was decisive for the history of humanity. When the Blessed Virgin said "yes" to the Angel’s announcement, Jesus was conceived and with Him there began a new era of history, which was to be confirmed with the Paschal Mystery as "new and eternal Covenant.” Before leading the recitation of the midday Angelus prayer with thousands of visitors in St Peter’s Square, on Sunday 25 March, the Holy Father, Pope Benedict XVI reflected on the feast of the Annunciation which coincided this year with the fifth Sunday of Lent and was therefore celebrated on the Monday. “The Annunciation is also a Christological feast because it celebrates a central mystery of Christ: His Incarnation” the Pope said recalling that Mary’s ‘yes’ was the perfect reflection of Christ’s yes when he entered the world. The obedience of the Son was reflected in the obedience of the Mother and thanks to these two ‘yeses’ God was able to assume a human face.”


The Holy Father also mentioned the 15th Day for Missionary Martyrs on 24 March: “Mary’s reply to the angel is prolonged in the Church, called to render Christ present in history, offering her readiness to enable God to continue to visit humanity with his mercy. The "yes” of Jesus and Mary is renewed in that of the saints, the martyrs especially, killed for the cause of the Gospel. I underline this recalling that yesterday 24 March, the anniversary of the assassination of Archbishop Oscar Romero of San Salvador, is marked as a day of prayer and fasting to commemorate missionary martyrs: bishops, priests, religious men and women and lay Catholics killed while on a mission of evangelisation and human promotion. These martyrs, as this year’s theme says, are  "hope for the world” because they bear witness that Christ’s love is stronger than violence and hatred. They were not looking for martyrdom, but they were ready to give their lives to be faithful to the Gospel. Christian martyrdom is justified only as a supreme act of love for God and neighbour.”


After the Angelus prayer Benedict XVI recalled that next Sunday, Palm Sunday, will be the 22nd World Youth Day on the theme: "Love one another as I have loved you" (Jn 13,34). “To prepare for this appointment and for the Easter Liturgies  – the Pope said -, I invite the young people of Rome diocese to take part in a Penitential Liturgy in St Peter’s on Thursday 29 March in the afternoon. Those who wish may make their individual confession, the true encounter with God’s love, which every person needs in order to live in joy and peace.” (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 26/3/2007; righe 33, parole 485)

See address 
http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/pontefici/pontefice.php?id=755
28 March 2007 – General Audience 

VATICAN – Pope Benedict XVI makes the teaching of Saint Ireneus, Bishop of Lyons the subject of his weekly catechesis: “All the Churches must be in harmony with the Church of Rome, recognising in her the measure of authentic apostolic tradition, the one common faith of the Church” 

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) – The figure of Saint Ireneus, Bishop of Lyons, “eminent person … Bishop, man of  faith”, was the subject of the weekly catechesis given by Pope Benedict XVI at the general audience in St Peter’s Square on 28 March. Born in Smyrna, today Izmir, in Turkey, around 135-140, Ireneus moved to Gallia at a time when the first Christian community of Lyons was developing and was sent to Rome with a letter from his community for Pope Eleuterio. In this way Ireneus escaped the persecution of Marcus Aurelius in which at least forty four Christians including, Potin Bishop of Lyons were martyred. On his return Ireneus was elected Bishop of Lyons, a responsibility which he held probably until his martyrdom around 202-203.


Like every good bishop Ireneus “had richness of doctrine, missionary ardour – the Pope said -. As an author he pursues a twofold goal: to defend the true doctrine from attacks by heretics and explain clearly the truths of the faith … deeply rooted in the biblical doctrine of creation, Ireneus confutes dualism and Gnostic pessimism which devalue corporal realities. He claims with conviction the original holiness of matter, the body, the flesh and not least the spirit. However his work went far beyond confutation of heresies: we can say he was the Church’s first great Theologian who created systematic theology; he actually speaks of a system of theology, the internal coherence of the whole faith. At the centre of his doctrine lies the  question of the "rule of faith" and its handing on. For Ireneus the "rule of faith" coincides in practice with the Creed of the Apostles and gives us the key to understanding the Gospel, to interpreting the Creed in the light of the Gospel. The Apostolic Symbol, which is a sort of summary of the Gospel, helps us to understand what the Gospel says and how it should be read”.

The Pope said that according to Ireneus “authentic teaching is not that invented by intellectuals over and above the simple faith of the Church. The true Gospel is the one imparted by the bishops who received it from the Apostles in an uninterrupted chain. They taught no more than this simple faith, which is also the real profundity of God's revelation… the faith which the Church publicly confesses is the faith common to all. Only this faith is apostolic, coming from the Apostles that is from Jesus, from God.  In adhering to the faith publicly transmitted by the Apostles to their successors, Christians must follow what bishops say, they must especially consider the teaching of the Church of Rome, preeminent and of earliest origin. Because of her antiquity this Church has the greatest degree of apostolicity ... and has her origins in the columns of the apostolic college, Peter and Paul. All the Churches must be in harmony with the Church of Rome, recognising in her the measure of authentic apostolic tradition, the one common faith of the Church.”


According to Ireneus, the genuine concept of Apostolic Tradition can be summarised in three points: a) Apostolic Tradition is "public", not private or secret. “For Ireneus there is no doubt that the content of the faith handed on by the Church is what the Apostles received from Jesus, the Son of God. There exists no other teaching”. b) Apostolic Tradition is "one" in its fundamental contents and being one, “it creates unity among peoples, different cultures; it is a common content like the truth, despite diversity of languages and cultures”. c) Apostolic Tradition is "pneumatic", or spiritual, guided by the Holy Spirit. “This handing down is entrusted not to the ability of men more or less gifted, but to the Spirit of God who guarantees the fidelity of the handing down of the faith. This is the "life" of the Church, this is what renders the Church forever new and young, fecund with many charismas”. 


The Pope concluded “for Ireneus, the faith of the Church must be handed on in such a way that it appears to be as it should  "public", "one", "pneumatic", "spiritual"… In the doctrine of Ireneus the dignity of the human person, body and soul, is soundly rooted in divine creation, in the image of Christ and in the Spirit’s on-going work of sanctification. This doctrine is like a "master path" for explaining to all men and women of goodwill the object and confines of dialogue on values, and to give ever new impulse to the Church’s missionary activity, to the power of truth which is the source of all the true values of the world.” (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 29/3/2007 – righe 51, parole 747) 

See the Pope’s teaching in Italian

http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/pontefici/pontefice.php?id=756
29 March 2007 – Meeting with young people of the Diocese di Rome in preparation 22nd world youth day
VATICAN – Pope Benedict XVI and the youth of Rome diocese: “As you leave after this Liturgy with your hearts overflowing with the experience of God’s love, be ready to ‘dare’ to love in your families, in relations with your friends and also with those who hurt you”
Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) – In preparation for the 22nd World Youth Day on 1 April, which this year is a diocesan celebration all over the world celebrated by every Catholic Bishop and his young people on the occasion of Palm Sunday, on Thursday 29 March the Holy Father Pope Benedict XVI presided a Liturgy of Reconciliation for his own young people of Rome diocese in St Peter’s Basilica. In his homily the Pope said “This is a meeting around the Cross, a celebration of God’s mercy which each of you will be able to experience personally in the Sacrament of Confession. Every human heart begs for love, thirsts for love…even more the Christian who cannot live without love. Indeed  unless we meet true love we cannot even say we are fully Christian … God’s love for us which began with creation revealed itself to us in the mystery of the Cross … Yes, it is the Cross which reveals the fullness of God’s love for us. A crucified love which does not end with the scandal of Good Friday but instead culminates in the joy of the Resurrection and Ascension into heaven and the gift of the Holy Spirit, Spirit of love though whom once again here this evening sins will be remitted and forgiveness and peace granted.”


The Holy Father said again that God’s love for mankind “expresses itself fully on the Cross … in the sacrifice of the Cross God continues to re-propose his love, his passion for every man and woman”. Addressing the young people he said: “with Baptism you were born to new life by virtue of God’s grace. However since this new life did not eliminate the weakness of human nature and inclination to sin, we are allowed to approach the Sacrament of Confession. Each time you do so with faith and devotion, God’s loving mercy moves you heart, after a careful examination of conscience, towards Christ’s minister. You express to him, and in him to Christ, your grief for sins committed, your firm resolve never to sin again and readiness to accept the acts of penance the priest will give you to repair the harm caused by sin… With the penitential washing of this Sacrament, we return to full communion with God and the Church, trustworthy company because she is a ‘universal sacrament of salvation’.”


Recalling the Gospel verse chosen for the theme of the 22nd World Youth Day  - "Love one another as I have loved you " (Jn 13,34) -, Pope Benedict XVI continued : “Christ draws us to himself to be united with each of us so that, in turn, we may learn to love others as he loves us. Today there is a great need for more capacity to love others. After this Liturgy as you leave with your hearts overflowing with the experience of God’s love, be ready to ‘dare’ to love in your families, in relations with your friends and also with those who hurt you. Be ready to have an influence with authentic Christian witness in place of study and work, and be active in parish communities, groups, movements, associations and in every sector of society.”


The Pope addressed especially engaged couples encouraging them to live the time of engagement “with true love, which entails chaste and responsible reciprocal respect”, and to those whom the Lord calls to a life of consecration, he said “be ready to respond with a generous and unconditioned ‘yes’” The Pope concluded “My dear young people the world is waiting for your help to build the ‘civilisation of love’. Love’s horizon is truly vast, it includes the whole world!… Do not fear, trust in Christ and in his Church!” (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 30/3/2007 – righe 43, parole 637)

See homily in Italian

http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/pontefici/pontefice.php?id=757
31 March 2007 – Message  to 9th  International Youth Forum  
VATICAN - Message of Pope Benedict XVI  to 9th Youth International Forum: “Today more than ever it is necessary and urgent to proclaim ‘the Gospel of Work, to live as Christians in the world of work and be apostles among workers”

Vatican City (Fides Service) –  The “ultimate reference of all human activity can only be man, created in the image and likeness of God” Pope Benedict XVI said in a special message for participants of a youth forum on the theme “Christ’s witnesses in the world of work”, organised by the Pontifical Council for the Laity and held at Rocca di Papa (see Fides 21/3/2007). In his message addressed to Council president Archbishop Stanisław Ryłko, Holy Father underlines the importance “valorise the human dimension of work and safeguard the dignity of the person”, because the “ultimate reference of all human activity can only be man, created in the image and likeness of God”.


Underlining the relevance of the theme chosen, the Holy Father highlights the changes in recent times “which have radically modified the physiognomy and conditions of the labour market. On the one hand progress has given young people new hope, on the other it has produced concerning forms of marginalisation and exploitation with increasing situations of personal discomfort”. He recalls that it is increasingly more difficult to find a job suited to personal aptitudes and studies. “The process of globalisation has brought with it a demand for mobility which obliges many young people to emigrate and live far from their country and family. And this produces a disquieting sense of  insecurity and has unquestionable repercussions on the capacity not only to imagine and start a project for the future but also to make concrete commitment in marriage and the building of a family”. 


The Church has always shown concern for issues, work in particular, as can be seen by the three encyclicals: Rerum novarum 1891, Quadragesimo anno 1931 and  Laborem exercens 1981. “These papal documents – the Holy Father writes – emphasise the need to valorise the human dimension of work and safeguard the dignity of the person: in fact ultimate reference of all human activity can only be man, created in the image and likeness of God”. A careful analysis of the situation shows that work is part of God’s plan for mankind indeed it means sharing in God’s own work of creation and redemption. Therefore all human activity should be an occasion and opportunity for growth of individuals and society, development of personal ‘talents’ to valorise and put at the service of the common good in a spirit of justice and solidarity. For believers the ultimate finality of work of the building of the Kingdom of God.”


After calling on the young participants at the Forum, “to appreciate the dialogue and reflection of these days”, Pope Benedict XVI writes  : “Today more than ever it is necessary and urgent proclaim ‘the Gospel of Work’, to live as Christians in the world of work and be apostles among workers. To carry out this mission you must be united with Christ through prayer and an intense sacramental life, giving special value to Sunday, the Lord’s day”. The Pope encourages the young people “not to lose heart in the face of difficulties” and invites them to join him in St Peter’s Square for Palm Sunday Mass which is also the 22nd World Youth Day. He concludes: “What counts is not merely being ‘competitive’ and ‘productive’, but being ‘witnesses of charity. This is the only way in which with the support of parishes, movements and communities, you young people can experience the  greatness and vitality of the Church and live work as a vocation and real mission.” (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 31/3/2007, righe 43, parole 621)

See message in Italian

http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/pontefici/pontefice.php?id=758
VERBA PONTIFICIS

Confession
“The contemporary world continues to present contradictions so clearly outlined by the Fathers of the Second Vatican Council (cf. Gaudium et Spes, nn. 4-10): we see a humanity that would like to be self-sufficient, where more than a few consider it almost possible to do without God in order to live well; and yet how many seem sadly condemned to face the dramatic situations of an empty existence, how much violence there still is on the earth, how much solitude weighs on the soul of the humanity of the communications era! In a word, it seems that today there is even loss of the "sense of sin", but in compensation the "guilt complex" has increased. Who can free the heart of humankind from this yoke of death if not the One who by dying overcame for ever the power of evil with the omnipotence of divine love? As St Paul reminded the Christians of Ephesus: "God, who is rich in mercy, out of the great love with which he loved us, even when we were dead through our trespasses, made us alive together with Christ" (Eph 2: 4). The priest in the Sacrament of Confession is the instrument of this merciful love of God, whom he invokes in the formula of the absolution of sins: "God, the Father of mercies, through the death and Resurrection of his Son, has reconciled the world to himself and sent the Holy Spirit among us for the forgiveness of sins; through the ministry of the Church, may God grant you pardon and peace"”. (16 March 2007 – Audience to participants at a Course organised by the  Apostolic Penitentiary) 

Conversion
“This, then, is the point to which Jesus wants to bring his listeners: the necessity for conversion. He does not propose it in legalistic terms, but rather in realistic ones, as the only adequate response to the events that place human certainties in crisis. In the face of certain tragedies, he warns, it does no good to blame the victims. Rather, true wisdom allows one to question the precariousness of existence and to acquire an attitude of responsibility: to do penance and to improve our lives. This is wisdom, this is the most effective response to evil on every level: interpersonal, social and international. Christ invites us to respond to evil, first of all, with a serious examination of conscience and the commitment to purify our lives. Otherwise, he says, we will perish, we will all perish in the same way. In effect, people and societies that live without ever questioning themselves have ruin as their only final destination. Conversion, on the other hand, while not preserving one from problems and misfortunes, allows one to face them in a different "way". First of all, it helps to prevent evil, disengaging some of its threats. And in any case, it allows one to overcome evil with good: if not always on a factual level, which sometimes is independent of our will, certainly on a spiritual level. In summary: conversion overcomes the root of evil, which is sin, even if it cannot always avoid its consequences ”. (11 March 2007 – Angelus) 
Eucharist
“Last Tuesday the Post-Synodal Apostolic Exhortation Sacramentum Caritatis was presented. Its theme, precisely, is the Eucharist, the source and summit of the Church's life and mission. I wrote it gathering the fruits of the 11th General Assembly of the Synod of Bishops, which took place in the Vatican in October 2005. I mean to return to this important text, but I want to emphasize from this moment that it is an expression of the universal Church's faith in the Eucharistic Mystery and is in continuity with the Second Vatican Council and the Magisterium of my venerable Predecessors, Paul VI and John Paul II. In this Document, I wanted among other things to highlight its connection with the Encyclical Deus Caritas Est: that is why I chose as its title Sacramentum Caritatis, taking up St Thomas Aquinas' beautiful definition of the Eucharist (cf. Summa Th. III, q. 73, a. 3, ad 3), the "Sacrament of charity". Yes, in the Eucharist Christ wanted to give us his love, which impelled him to offer his life for us on the Cross. At the Last Supper, in washing the disciples' feet, Jesus left us the commandment of love: "even as I have loved you, that you also love one another" (Jn 13: 34). However, since this is only possible by remaining united to him like branches to the vine (cf. Jn 15: 1-8), he chose to remain with us himself in the Eucharist so that we could remain in him. When, therefore, we nourish ourselves with faith on his Body and Blood, his love passes into us and makes us capable in turn of laying down our lives for our brethren (cf. I Jn 3: 16) and not to grasp it for ourselves. From this flows Christian joy, the joy of love and of being loved ”. (18 March 2007 – Angelus) 
Europe
“From all this it clearly emerges that an authentic European "common home" cannot be built without considering the identity of the people of this Continent of ours.  It is a question of a historical, cultural, and moral identity before being a geographic, economic, or political one; an identity comprised of a set of universal values that Christianity helped forge, thus giving Christianity not only a historical but a foundational role vis-à-vis Europe.  These values, which make up the soul of the Continent, must remain in the Europe of the third millennium as a "ferment" of civilization.  If these values were to disappear, how could the "old" Continent continue to function as a "leaven" for the entire world?  If, for the Fiftieth Anniversary of the Treaty of Rome, the Governments of the Union wish to "get nearer" to their citizens, how can they exclude an element essential to European identity such as Christianity, with which a vast majority of citizens continue to identify?  Is it not surprising that today's Europe, while aspiring to be regarded as a community of values, seems ever more often to deny the very existence of universal and absolute values?  Does not this unique form of "apostasy" from itself, even more than its apostasy from God, lead Europe to doubt its own identity?  And so the opinion prevails that an "evaluation of the benefits" is the only way to moral discernment and that the common good is synonymous with compromise.  In reality, if compromise can constitute a legitimate balance between different particular interests, it becomes a common evil whenever it involves agreements that dishonour human nature.

A community built without respect for the true dignity of the human being, disregarding the fact that every person is created in the image of God ends up doing no good to anyone.   For this reason it seems ever more important that Europe be on guard against the pragmatic attitude, widespread today, which systematically justifies compromise on essential human values, as if it were the inevitable acceptance of a lesser evil.  This kind of pragmatism, even when presented as balanced and realistic, is in reality neither, since it denies the dimension of values and ideals inherent in human nature.  When non-religious and relativistic tendencies are woven into this pragmatism, Christians as such are eventually denied the very right to enter into the public discussion, or their contribution is discredited as an attempt to preserve unjustified privileges.  In this historical hour and faced with the many challenges that confront it, the European Union, in order to be a valid guarantor of the rule of law and an efficient promoter of universal values, cannot but recognize clearly the certain existence of a stable and permanent human nature, source of common rights for all individuals, including those who deny them.  In this context, the right to conscientious objection should be protected, every time fundamental human rights are violated”. (24  March 2007 - Audience to participants at Congress for "50th anniversary of the Treaty of Rome – Values and Prospects for Europe of tomorrow ", promoted by the Commission of the Catholic Bishops’ Conferences of Europe COMECE) 

The Sick
“Your aim is not to examine a specific theme at this meeting, but rather, to check on the implementation of the programme you established previously and consequently, to determine your future objectives. Thus, meeting you on an occasion such as this gives me the joy, so to speak, of making each one of you actually feel in your ecclesial service the closeness of the Successor of Peter, and through him, of the entire Episcopal College. Indeed, the pastoral care of health is a typically evangelical context, which immediately recalls the work of Jesus, the Good Samaritan of humanity. When he passed through the villages of Palestine proclaiming the Good News of the Kingdom of God, he always accompanied his preaching with signs that he worked for the sick, healing all those who were prisoners of every kind of disease and infirmity. The health of the human being, of the whole human being, was the sign chosen by Christ to manifest God's closeness, his merciful love, which heals the mind, the soul and the body. Dear friends, may this always be the fundamental reference of your every initiative:  the following of Christ, whom the Gospels present to us as the divine "doctor". 

It is this biblical perspective that enhances the natural ethical principle of the duty to care for the sick, on the basis of which every human life must be defended in accordance with its own particular difficulties and with our practical possibilities of providing help. Going to the aid of the human being is a duty:  both in response to a fundamental right of the person and because the care of individuals redounds to the benefit of the group. Medical science makes progress to the extent that it is willing to constantly discuss diagnosis and methods of treatment, in the knowledge that it will be possible to surpass the previous data acquired and the presumed limits. Moreover, esteem for and confidence in health-care personnel are proportionate to the certainty that these official guardians of life will never condemn a human life, however impaired it may be, and will always encourage endeavours to treat it. Consequently, treatment should be extended to every human being, meaning throughout his or her entire existence. The modern conception of health care is in fact human advancement:  from the treatment of the sick person to preventive treatment, with the search for the greatest possible human development, encouraging an adequate family and social environment. ”. (22 March 2007 – Audience to participants to the plenari Session of the pontifical Council for Health care pastoral) 

Martyred Missionaries
“""Behold, I am the handmaid of the Lord, let it be done to me according to your Word". Mary's reply to the Angel is extended in the Church, which is called to make Christ present in history, offering her own availability so that God may continue to visit humanity with his mercy. The "yes" of Jesus and Mary is thus renewed in the "yes" of the saints, especially martyrs who are killed because of the Gospel. I stress this because yesterday, 24 March, the anniversary of the assassination of Archbishop Oscar Romero of San Salvador, we celebrated the Day of Prayer and Fasting to commemorate Missionaries killed while on mission: Bishops, priests, Religious and lay people struck down while carrying out their mission of evangelization and human promotion. These missionary martyrs, as this year's theme says, are the "hope of the world", because they bear witness that Christ's love is stronger than violence and hatred. They did not seek martyrdom, but they were ready to give their lives in order to remain faithful to the Gospel. Christian martyrdom is only justified when it is a supreme act of love for God and our brethren”. (25 March 2007 – Angelus) 
Peter’s Pence
“The ancient collection of Peter's Pence, which in a certain way already existed in the early Christian Communities, stems from an awareness that every member of the faithful is also called to provide material support for the work of evangelization, and at the same time to go generously to the aid of the poor and needy, mindful of Jesus' words: "As you did it to one of the least of these my brethren, you did it to me" (Mt 25: 40). Thanks to the pooling of material resources, we read in the Acts of the Apostles, "There was not a needy person among them, for as many as were possessors of lands or houses sold them, and brought the proceeds of what was sold and laid it at the Apostles' feet" (Acts 4: 34ff.); and further, "The disciples determined, every one according to his ability, to send relief to the brethren who lived in Judea" (Acts 11: 29)." (At 11,29)”. (8 March 2007 – Audience to members of the Circolo di San Pietro) “This ecclesial practice developed down the centuries, adapted to the different requirements of the times, and still continues today. In every diocese and in every parish and religious community, Peter's Pence are collected every year and sent to the centre of the Church to be redistributed as required by the needs and requests that the Pope receives from every corner of the earth. There have been times in the Church's history when the financial support donated to the Successor of Peter by Christians turned out to be quite considerable, as can be clearly understood from what, for example, Blessed Pius IX wrote in his Encyclical Saepe Venerabilis, promulgated on 5 August 1871: "We received in greater abundance than usual the Peter's Pence with which the poor and the rich spare no efforts to come to the aid of the poverty made known to us; and in addition, there are the many, various and most noble gifts and a splendid tribute of Christian art and genius, particularly suited to highlighting the twofold, spiritual and regal power which God has conferred upon us" (Ench. Enc., 2, n. 452, p. 609; in the Tablet 38 [26 Aug. 1871], 274). (8 March 2007 – Audience to members of Circolo di San Pietro) 
Lent
“I would like to thank those who in the past few days have accompanied me with prayer during the Spiritual Exercises. I encourage everyone during this Lenten Season to seek silence and recollection, to leave more room for prayer and meditation upon the Word of God”. (4 March 2007 – Angelus) “Dear friends, we are in the Season of Lent, the 40 days before Easter. In this Season of Lent, the Church helps us to make this interior journey and invites us to conversion, which always, even before being an important effort to change our behaviour, is an opportunity to decide to get up and set out again, to abandon sin and to choose to return to God. Let us - this is the imperative of Lent - make this journey of inner liberation together. Every time, such as today, that we participate in the Eucharist, the source and school of love, we become capable of living this love, of proclaiming it and witnessing to it with our life. Nevertheless, we need to decide to walk towards Jesus as the Prodigal Son did, returning inwardly and outwardly to his father. At the same time, we must abandon the selfish attitude of the older son who was sure of himself, quick to condemn others and closed in his heart to understanding, acceptance and forgiveness of his brother, and who forgot that he too was in need of forgiveness. May the Virgin Mary and St Joseph, my Patron Saint whose Feast it will be tomorrow, obtain this gift for us; I now invoke him in a special way for each one of you and for your loved ones. ”. (18 March 2007 – Homily in the occasione of his visit to Casal del Marmo Penal Institute for Minors) 
Saint Ignatius - “As can be seen, Ignatius is truly the "Doctor of Unity": unity of God and unity of Christ (despite the various heresies gaining ground which separated the human and the divine in Christ), unity of the Church, unity of the faithful in "faith and love, to which nothing is to be preferred" (Smyrnaeans, 6: 1). Ultimately, Ignatius' realism invites the faithful of yesterday and today, invites us all, to make a gradual synthesis between configuration to Christ (union with him, life in him) and dedication to his Church (unity with the Bishop, generous service to the community and to the world). To summarize, it is necessary to achieve a synthesis between communion of the Church within herself and mission, the proclamation of the Gospel to others, until the other speaks through one dimension and believers increasingly "have obtained the inseparable Spirit, who is Jesus Christ" (Magnesians, 15). Imploring from the Lord this "grace of unity" and in the conviction that the whole Church presides in charity (cf. Romans, Prologue), I address to you yourselves the same hope with which Ignatius ended his Letter to the Trallians: "Love one another with an undivided heart. Let my spirit be sanctified by yours, not only now, but also when I shall attain to God.... In [Jesus Christ] may you be found unblemished" (13). And let us pray that the Lord will help us to attain this unity and to be found at last unstained, because it is love that purifies souls”. (14 March 2007 –general Audience) 
INTERVENTUS SUPER QUAESTIONES

Women
Beijing – At the first Mass early this morning March 8 International Women’s Day, at Beijing’s Holy Saviour Catholic parish church the priest expressed best wishes to all women and said: “I wish to thank the sisters and mothers and all women, present and absent. Thank you for offering a wonderful contribution to the life of the Church and society. Today you are ever more important in the diocese, the parish, in our Basic Christian Communities, and above all to help those in need . My first catechist was a woman, my own mother”.

“I could not imagine our community without the nuns, who would gather the fruits of evangelisation -  another local priest told Fides – they are involved in catechism, works of charity, community administration. In the parish we have women’s groups for evangelisation, charity, prayer … women visit the sick, talk with young people, they are in charge of Sunday School, Summer catechism …Women are part of the life of the local Church, the first to volunteer, to help”.


The priest concluded: “In the long story of martyrdom in China many women preferred to die rather than renounce faith in Christ. In the 20th century alone there were dozens of women martyrs and Chinese Catholic women  of today walk in their footsteps playing a leading role in the life of the Church”. (NZ)(Agenzia Fides 08/03/2007  Righe: 23  Parole: 260)

Family
Guayaquil – “The Whole Truth about Life and the Family” is the theme of Ecuador’s 1st National Pro-Life and Pro-Family Congress 21 – 24 March which opened yesterday in Guayaquil. Some 3,000 experts, parents, professionals and representatives of every diocese in the country are attending the congress organised by the Catholic Bishops’ Conference of Ecuador, the diocese of Guayaquil and the national Council for the Laity.   


The aim of the Congress is to encourage Ecuadorian Catholics and all citizens of goodwill to recognise and denounce a spreading culture of death and to recognise and uphold the whole truth on life and the family in the light of the Gospel and the teaching of the Church and scientific knowledge. More in detail the participants will identify and denounce attacks on life and the family and the Church; reaffirm a culture of life and the family as the shrine of life in the light of the Gospel and the teaching of the Church and scientific knowledge; to promote activities to protect life and the family; to extend a pro-life network at every level; celebrate the national Day for the Unborn Child which coincides with the anniversary of the Consecration of Ecuador to the Sacred Heart of Jesus and the Immaculate Heart of Maria; issue and distribute final statement of findings and resolutions.    


The opening mass in Guayaquil Cathedral was presided by Archbishop Antonio Arregui Yarza and concelebrated by all the bishops in the country. Conferences will be given by Cardinal Juan Luis Cipriani Archbishop of Lima Peru on "The sacredness of Human Life" and Cardinal Pedro Rubiano Archbishop of Bogotá Colombia on "The Family Shrine of Life ", Cardinal Antonio Gonzalez Zumárraga emeritus Archbishop of  Quito Ecuador on "The Law must protect human life and the family ".  
  


Other themes for reflection at various venues include: attacks on life and the family; education to love: affectivity and sexuality; Contraception and abortion; sexual education; attacks on life in society; the dignity of the person (post-abortion syndrome); globalisation and its impact on the family; Family reality and its impact on youth; new threats to the family; co-responsibility in education of children; life and the family in the law in force; Catholics and unjust laws.   

The congress will end on Sunday 25 March with a Mass and the presentation of the resolutions. The Congress will include a Life and Family Festival and a pilgrimage. (RG) (Agenzia Fides 22/3/2007; righe 38, parole 515) 

Madrid – In a message for the national Day for Life in Spain, March 25th , the country’s Catholic Bishops write “As the Bishops of the ‘People of Life’ we denounce a spreading culture of death and a vision of man which robs him of his fundamental rights and dilutes society’s awareness of the value of life and the dignity of every human person… after amendments to the law Spain’s legislation is among those in the world which offer less protection to human life … our institutions foster sexual promiscuity…many pressure groups and media are promoting legalisation of free abortion and euthanasia… these major "cultural challenges",  unprecedented changes in the hearts and minds of our families and all society, call for a response at various levels".  


Among the responses the Bishops include effective assistance and support for mothers "it is not enough to encourage a woman to resist pressure to abort, she must be given the necessary  concrete assistance ". Many women abort their child because they are alone therefore "it is society’s responsibility to enable women to choose to keep the child". What is needed, the bishops say, is a change of heart in order to promote a culture of life. "We support the culture of death if we give in to a consumer mentality, if we make power, money, status or success, the criteria which regulate the value of human life". The Bishops say conversion is the first responsibility for Catholics and urge prominent citizens, academic and cultural institutions, universities to support the cause for life". Underlining the need to work on laws and social policies the Bishops appeal to society and MPs to abolish the cases in which abortion is de-penalised and to healthcare centres to reject such abuses.


The Bishops say a campaign to promote social acceptance of euthanasia is pure manipulation. They underline the importance of treatment to alleviate pain and suffering and special support for the terminally ill also with regard to a temptation to desperation and suicide. The Bishops stress the need to promote a culture of respect for dignity of the sick person and the value of every human life and underline the immorality of euthanasia." The Bishops conclude reminding Catholics of their common responsibility to promote respect for life, "each according to his or her possibilities, to prevent the spread in society of a culture of death and laws which are anti-life". (RG) (Agenzia Fides 23/3/2007; righe 37, parole 522)  

Mission
Lima - “We face a new stage on the road to apply Vatican II to the Church in Latin America, towards continuity, not a break. A road oriented by the Synod of the Church in America, to maintain the gift of faith on this continent alive and strong " said Cardinal Luis Cipriani Thorne, Archbishop of Lima, when he opened a Congress-seminar on the theme "Diagnosis and Prospects for New Evangelisation in Latin America" held 5- 8 March at the Auditorium of the Passionist Fathers in Lima attended by cardinals, bishops, priests and lay people involved in pastoral and social work in Latin America in preparation for COMLA 5. The seminar opened with Mass presided by  CELAM president Cardinal Francisco Javier Errázuriz Ossa,. 

In his address Cardinal Cipriani highlighted difficult challenges and situations facing the Church in Latin America, threat such as new ideologies, scarcity of clergy and religious, aggressive presence of religious sects, relativism and utilitarianism, ideologies which exclude all moral principles, attacks on life and on the institution of life-long marriage between a man and a woman, attacks on life and the family as the basic nucleus of society, attacks on women in the name of ideological  feminism. In this situation the Cardinal said, "we must ask ourselves what are the basis and the fields of our principal duties ".

First of all he calls for improvement in the field of “formation and education at all levels in sacramental catechesis, education in schools and universities, in preparation for marriage and in the other dimensions of doctrinal formation”. In this field it is most important “to integrally proclaim the Message of Salvation so it may take root in culture and in this moment of Latin America’s history". Another important field is that of the media where at present what is needed "is a crusade to promote Christian values", with the "participation of well prepared lay faithful to work with responsibility as media professionals ". 

The Cardinal proposes to "instil or intensify a real sense of belonging to the Catholic Church", mission which must be founded on the diffusion of the Catechism of the Catholic Church and the Compendium. However he also recalls "that consistent witness of life is basic for this mission to bear transcendent and lasting fruit for Latin America." 

He concludes by underlining the importance of the role of the laity every reality of the social situation : “This is the hour of the lay faithful in every walk of life called to holiness in their daily life activities. They must realise the urgency of participation in the sectors of politics, the economy, culture, art etc., …the unequivocal sign of this New Evangelisation is profound Marian devotion ... and our weapon is still the Holy Rosary". (RG) (Agenzia Fides 7/3/2007; righe 39, parole 503)

See address in Spanish
http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/chieselocali/chieselocali.php?id=407

Pontifical Mission Societies  
  Durham (Fides Service) - From 16 to 20 March 25 national directors of the Pontifical Mission Societies in Europe met for their annual assembly, this year hosted by St Cuthbert's College Ushaw, in the city Durham, in northern England. The theme of the meeting was "The challenge of universal mission in a changing Europe". Archbishop Henryk Hoser, SAC, president of the Pontifical Mission Societies and Secretary adjunct of Vatican’s Congregation for the Evangelisation of Peoples attended the meeting. On Sunday 18 March Archbishop Hoser ha concelebrated Mass for the PMS on Holy Island, Lindisfarne, with Cardinal Keith O'Brien, Archbishop of St Andrews and Edinburgh. The Cardinal stressed the need to address spiritual hunger in mission work before material needs. He shared his own missionary experience. After a long journey he arrived in a town in El Salvador and the first thing the people asked him to do was to celebrate Mass. Then they invited him to share a meal. "It was there that I learned the lesson to always put spiritual things first" the Cardinal said.   


Addressing the 25 national directors present, hosting national director of the Pontifical Mission Societies for England and Wales Fr. John Dale said the Church as a global family was the concept underlying mission work today. "Mission is not just about humanitarian development projects – he said - Mission today is universal and about pastoral solidarity. At the heart of mission today is the spirit of the Church as a world family. That is why we help each other. What the Church in the South brings is vitality, enthusiasm, youth and numbers. The Church in the North provides tradition, stability and experience – especially of surviving crises ".   

Other speakers included Prof. James Dunn, expert in New Testament, who teaches at Durham University; Chris Bain, director of CAFOD Catholic Agency for Overseas Development which works in collaboration with Caritas Internationalis Federation who reported on CAFOD’s activity and goal, and interactivity with the Pontifical Mission Societies; Prof. Maggie Roux, senior lecturer in Media Studies at Leeds University and Clare Openshaw also a lecturer at Leeds University, who both  spoke about evangelisation via the media. The meeting concluded with a Mass presided by Archbishop Hoser. The annual meeting for PMS national directors of Europe in 2008 will be held 3-8 April in Warsaw, Poland (RG) (Agenzia Fides 22/3/2007; righe 29, parole 415)

Lent
Dili – In an appeal for Peace the Bishops of East Timor draw inspiration for Pope Benedict XVI’s Message for Lent 2007 stressing the need to “recognise the wounds inflicted upon the dignity of the human person”. Bishop Ricardo Da Silva of Dili and Bishop Basilio Do Nascimento of Baucau together with the Nuncio Archbishop Leopolodo Girelli call the whole nation to uphold justice as a way to forgiveness and reconciliation. The appeal reads: “In the name of God, who during this Lenten Season is calling us to a journey of authentic conversion to the love of Christ, we Bishops make a particular appeal to all the East Timorese for non-violence”.

The Bishops urge “the sons and daughters of the Church in East Timor and all men and women of goodwill to uphold justice as a way to forgiveness and reconciliation at all levels in our society. In this way the whole nation will be moved to avoid any form of violation of human life and dignity and to foster a culture of life and peace”, the Bishops say, rallying the people to take to heart the common good.

Bishops conclude “May Lent be for every Christian a renewed experience of God’s love given to us in Christ, a love that each day we in turn must ‘re-give’ to our neighbour, especially to the one who suffers most and is in need. May Our Lady of the Immaculate Conception  patroness of this country, sustain us in this journey towards the much desired peace for East Timor”.

The appeal was issued at the end of the first pastoral visit to the country of Papal Nuncio Archbishop Leopoldo Girelli.  This small Asian nation is preparing for important presidential elections in April. 

In the meantime there remain the open wounds of bloody strife between separatists and pro-Indonesians which followed a referendum which led to independence from Indonesia in 1999. To ascertain the whole truth of those massacres and promote good reciprocal relations the respective governments have set up a Truth and Friendship Commission. In East Timor the government, the local Catholic Church and the social forces are promoting a culture of reconciliation and peace to foster, social, economic and cultural development. (PA) (Agenzia Fides 5/3/2007 righe 26 parole 271)

Pretoria – “Continuing Jesus’ total mission” is the theme of the Lenten Appeal launched by the Southern African Bishops Conference. Recalling the Gospel of Luke “You sent me to bring the good news to the poor, to proclaim liberty to the captives and to the blind new sight, to set the down trodden free, to proclaim the Lord’s year of favour”, the Bishops underline that continuing this mission includes proclaiming the Good News more effectively. This involves forming future priests in local seminaries, training people to assume leadership  in the Church, providing teaching materials for catechists, improving the Church’s liturgical services, inspiring evangelisation work, facing the challenge of injustice, reaching out to other Christian denominations and non Christian faith communities.

Lenten offerings go to support “the work of the Church and the poor” in the dioceses that fall within the Conference boundaries and promoting discipleship. In a lengthy article in the Southern Cross Catholic weekly, Lenten Appeal national director, Fr. Michael Slattery SMA, said that despite financial difficulties in many communities, the response is always generous. The largest portion goes to the poor, the rest goes towards educational projects such as bursaries, teacher salaries, priestly formation, Bible translation work and distribution, ecumenical projects and so on. One programme sustained by the Lenten Appeal is Rural Education Access Programme which enables talented students from poor backgrounds to pursue a tertiary education.

Each diocese has an Appeal Director who meets the National Director to prepare the Lenten Appeal Message. Fr. Slattery recalled that collecting funds for the poor is part of Church tradition of Lenten sacrifices, sharing part of one’s resources with those in need. He said that the South African situation does not completely mirror that of other African countries, South Africa’s economy is comparatively good and functioning with extremes of poverty along with extremes of wealth. Finally, with regard to the Church in South Africa, the national director of the Lenten Appeal underlined that the donations made by the faithful are gradually helping the Southern African Church to become financially independent able to continue its mission without needing assistance from abroad. (L.M.) (Agenzia Fides 16/3/2007 righe 33 parole 412)  

QUAESTIONES

VATICAN – Presentation of ‘Sacramentum Caritatis’ Post Synodal Apostolic Exhortation on the Eucharist, Source and Summit of the Life and Mission of the Church  

Vatican City (Fides Service) – “The Post Synodal Apostolic Exhortation Sacramentum Caritatis on the Eucharist, Source and Summit of the Life and Mission of the Church signed by Pope Benedict XVI is the mature fruit of the long and articulated itinerary of the 11th Ordinary Assembly of the Synod of Bishops” said Cardinal Angelo Scola, Patriarch of Venice Relator at the  11th Ordinary Assembly of the Synod of Bishops held 2 - 23 October 2005, this morning at the presentation of the document at the Holy See Press Office. Also present the secretary general of the Synod of Bishops Bishop Nikola Eterović.  


“If on the one hand the document is the mature fruit of an itinerary – the Cardinal said -, on the other its objective is to open the way for more study. It aims in fact to «to offer some basic directions aimed at a renewed commitment to Eucharistic enthusiasm and fervour in the Church (5) ». A precious contribution in this sense will be a future Compendium on the Eucharist proposed by the Synod Fathers.”


The Exhortation has three parts: Eucharist, a Mystery to be Believed; Eucharist, a Mystery to be Celebrated: Eucharist, a Mystery to be Lived. The three parts “are so closely connected that their contents are reciprocally illuminating. In fact an important achievement of the synod was to overcome certain dualisms – for example Eucharistic faith and rite, celebration and adoration, doctrine and pastoral care – sometimes present in the life of the ecclesial community and in theological reflection.”


Cardinal Scola underlined the importance of ars celebrandi (the art of proper celebration) in view of ever more full, active and fruitful participation and said “One particular novelty is the document’s insistence with regard to celebration that actuosa participatio depends on ars celebrandi”. Pope Benedict XVI affirms “The primary way to foster the participation of the People of God in the sacred rite is the proper celebration of the rite itself. The ars celebrandi is the best way to ensure their actuosa participatio. (114) The ars celebrandi is the fruit of faithful adherence to the liturgical norms in all their richness; indeed, for two thousand years this way of celebrating has sustained the faith life of all believers, called to take part in the celebration as the People of God, a royal priesthood, a holy nation (cf. 1 Pet 2:4-5, 9) (115)..” (38) 


With regard to the structure and contents of the document Cardinal Scola mentioned doctrinal themes and pastoral indications found in the three parts. In Part One the Holy Father illustrates the mystery of the Church beginning with her Trinitarian origin which guarantees the permanent nature of gift, he recalls the institution of the Eucharist in relation with the Jewish Passover supper and firmly indicates the criterion for liturgical creativity. The Church’s Eucharistic origin explains why she is “communio” and guarantees her sacramental nature. The Exhortation then dwells on the centrality of the Eucharist among the seven sacraments.


Part Two of the Exhortation treats the with the celebration of the Eucharist, indicating elements requiring further study and making some important pastoral suggestions. In particular the Pope underlines the benefits gleaned from the liturgical reform promoted by the Second Vatican Council: difficulties and occasional abuses which have since occurred “cannot overshadow the benefits and the validity of the liturgical renewal, whose riches are yet to be fully explored” (3). A description of “the theological and liturgical category of beauty” (34) is followed by practical indications with regard to the connection between “ars celebrandi – actuosa participatio”.


In the third and final part the apostolic Exhortation “demonstrates the capacity of the mystery believed and celebrated to constitute the ultimate and definitive horizon of Christian life”. The Cardinal concluded “Benedict XVI reaffirms from the first lines of the document that the gift of the Eucharist is for every man and woman and is the answer to the deepest longings of the human heart in every era, but especially today... The Eucharistic Mystery represents the dynamic factor which transfigures life. Born to new life in Baptism and incorporated through the Eucharist in the Church men and women experience fulfilment learning to offer  ‘their bodies – their whole self – as a living and holy sacrifice pleasing to God”. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 13/3/2007, righe 47, parole 613)

See interventions in Italian 

http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/2007/sc01_130307.html
VATICAN - In Solemnitate Sancti Joseph «Protector Sanctae Ecclesiae», Eum deprecemur pro Beatissimo Papa Nostro Benedicto XVI, olim Cardinalis Josephus Ratzinger
Vatican City (Fides Service) – On the occasion of the Feast of St Joseph chaste Spouse of the Blessed Virgin Mary and Patron Saint of the Universal Church on 19 March, Fides suggests the recitation of this prayer to St Joseph composed by Pope Leo XIII, (pontificate 1878 to 1903) asking St Joseph to intercede for the intentions of present Holy Father Pope Benedict XVI, Joseph Ratzinger.

AD TE BEÁTE JOSEPH (A Leone XIII scripta)

Ad te beáte Joseph, in tribulatióne nostra confúgimus, atque, imploráto Sponsæ tuæ sanctíssimæ auxílio, patrocínium quoque tuum fidenter expóscimus. Per eam, quæsumus, quæ te cum immaculáta Vírgine Dei Genitríce coniúnxit, caritátem, perque patérnum, quo Púerum Iesum ampléxus es, amórem, súpplices deprecámur, ut ad hereditátem, quam Iesus Christus acquisívit Sánguine suo, benígnus respícias, ac necessitátibus nostris tua virtúte et ope succúrras. Tuére, o Custos providentíssime divínæ Famíliæ, Iesu Christi sóbolem eléctam; próhibe a nobis, amantíssime Pater, omnem errórum ac corruptelárum luem; propítius nobis, sospítator noster fortíssime, in hoc cum potestáte tenebrárum certámine e cælo adésto; et sicut olim Púerum Iesum e summo eripuísti vitre discrímine, ita nunc Ecclesiam sanctam Dei ab hostílibus insídiis atque ab omni adversitáte défende: nosque síngulos perpétuo tege patrocínio, ut ad tui exémplar et ope tua suffúlti, sancte vívere, pie émori, sempiternámque in cælis beatitúdinem ássequi possímus. Amen

To thee, O blessed Joseph, do we have recourse in our tribulation, and, having implored the help of thy thrice-holy Spouse, we confidently invoke thy patronage also. By that charity wherewith thou wast united to the immaculate Virgin Mother of God, and by that fatherly affection with which thou didst embrace the Child Jesus, we beseech thee and we humbly pray, that thou wouldst look graciously upon the inheritance which Jesus Christ hath purchased by His Blood, and assist us in our needs by thy power and strength. Most watchful guardian of the Holy Family, protect the chosen people of Jesus Christ; keep far from us, most loving father, all blight of error and corruption: mercifully assist us from Heaven, most mighty defender, in this our conflict with the powers of darkness; and, even as of old thou didst rescue the Child Jesus from the supreme peril of His life, so now defend God's Holy Church from the snares of the enemy and from all adversity; keep us one and all under thy continual protection, that we may be supported by thy example and assistance, may be enabled to lead a holy life, die a happy death and come at last to the possession of everlasting blessedness in Heaven. Amen.

(J.M.) (Agenzia Fides 16/3/2007, righe 30, parole 379)


see this prayer in various languages

http://www.fides.org/ita/approfondire/preghiere/altre/san_joseph.doc
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