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FIDES SPECIAL ISSUE
Instrumentum mensis Martii 
pro lectura Magisterii Summi Pontifici Benedicti XVI pro evangelizatione in terris missionum

Annus II – Numerus III, Martius A.D. MMVI
The month of March began for the Holy Father Pope Benedict XVI, with his Lenten Spiritual Exercises. In the papal Redemptoris Mater chapel dedicated to the Blessed Virgin Mary, with the members of the Curia the Pope listened to reflections of the former Patriarch of Venice Card. Marco Cé on the theme: “Walking with Jesus towards Easter guided by St Mark the evangelist” .Many times during the month Pope Benedict XVI explained to the faithful the significance of the season of Lent : “This is the opportune time in which the Church calls on the faithful to grow in awareness of Christ’s work of redemption and to live one’s baptism more profoundly  - he said at the General Audience on 1 March  Ash Wednesday -. Indeed, in this liturgical season, the People of God from the earliest times have drawn abundant nourishment from the Word of God to strengthen their faith, reviewing the entire history of creation and redemption.”. And again: “May these be days of reflection and of intense prayer, in which we let ourselves be guided by the Word of God, which the liturgy offers to us in abundance. May Lent also be a time of fasting, penance and watchfulness of ourselves, and may we be convinced that the fight against sin is never-ending, because temptation is a daily reality and we all experience fragility and delusion. Lastly, through almsgiving and doing good to others, may Lent be an opportunity for sincere sharing with our brethren of the gifts that we have received, and of attention to the needs of the poorest and most abandoned people. On this penitential journey, may we be accompanied by Mary, Mother of the Redeemer, who is a teacher of listening and of faithful adherence to God. May the Virgin Most Holy help us to arrive purified and renewed in mind and in spirit, to celebrate the great mystery of Christ's Pasch. With these sentiments, I wish you all a good and productive Lent”. 

The month of March saw also the celebration of the first Consistory of the Pontificate of Pope Benedict XVI for the creation of fifteen new cardinals . “The penitential spirit of Lent – said the Holy Father on March 24 when he created the new cardinals – gives way to rejoicing: today the College of Cardinals is enriched with fifteen new members”. May the scarlet that you now wear – the Pontiff explained - always express the caritas Christi, inspiring you to a passionate love for Christ, for his Church and for all humanity. You now have an additional motive to seek to rekindle in yourselves those same sentiments that led the incarnate Son of God to pour out his blood in atonement for the sins of the whole world. I am counting on you, venerable Brothers, I am counting on the entire College into which you are being incorporated, to proclaim to the world that “Deus caritas est”, and to do so above all through the witness of sincere communion among Christians: “By this”, said Jesus, “all people will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another” (Jn 13:35).)”.
· SYNTHESIS INTERVENTUUM

1 March 2006 – General audience
1 March 2006 - Homily during Mass on Ash Wednesday 
3 March 2006 – Visit  to Vatican Radio on 75th anniversary
5 March 2006 – Angelus
11 March 2006 –  Audience to participants at Conference on 40 years of Ad Gentes Decree 
11 March 2006 – Meeting with European University students  
12 March 2006 – Angelus
15 March 2006 – General audience
17 March 2006 –  Audience to Pontifical Council for Social Communications plenary
18 March 2006 –  Audience to Bishops of Cameroon on visita ad limina

19 March 2006 – Angelus
19 March 2006 – Homily during Mass for the world of work
22 March 2006 – General audience
24 March 2006 – Ordinary Public Consistory for the creation of 15 new cardinals  
25 March 2006 – Homily during Mass with the conferring of the cardinal’s ring 

26 March 2006 – Angelus
26 March 2006 – Homily during Mass at the Parish of Dio Padre Misericordioso
29 March 2006 – General audience
31 March 2006 – Message for 43rd World Day of Prayer for Vocations 
· VERBA PONTIFICIS 

Cardinals
Communications
Contemplation
Christ/Church
Dialogue
Work
Religious freedom
Mission
Lent
St Joseph
· INTERVENTUS SUPER QUAESTIONES

Communications – Religious called to “put out into the deep” in the ocean of the Internet
Dialogue – Interview with Fr Justo Lacunza-Balda, rector of the Pontifical institute for Arab and Islamic Studies moderator at the “Second international meeting for Imams and Rabbis for Peace” to be held in Seville 
Marriage  - “Only the union of man and woman brings to completion God’s plan for human sexuality and for marriage itself”: Statement on the truth of Marriage by Bishops of  Arizona 
Mission – 5th  centenary of the birth of Francis Xavier : “Go out to the whole world” slogan of ‘Javieradas’ 5 and 11 March. On 3 March relic of the Saint arrives in Spain 
Mission - “Where is the Church in Japan directed in the next 25 years?”: laity have leading role in the future and the challenges facing Catholics in the land of the Rising Sun  
Lent - Message from Latin Patriarch of Jerusalem Charity antidote to individualism and fanaticism:
· QUAESTIONES

VATICAN - Planning and building God’s house. Contribution by Bishop Mauro Piacenza, President of the Pontifical  Commission for the Cultural Heritage of the Church. “A place of worship”
VATICAN -  Cardinal Crescenzio Sepe opens International Conference on 40th anniversary of the Council Decree Ad gentes: “An act of homage to our heroic missionaries who spend their lives often in difficult and dangerous conditions so Christ may be announced and all men and women may receive salvation”
VATICAN – Challenges and prospects of Mission in Europe: interventions by Cardinal Joachim Meisner, Archbishop of Cologne and Cardinal Vinko Pulijc, Archbishop of Sarajevo
VATICAN - “Being missionary today”: interview with Cardinal Joachim Meisner

VATICAN - VATICAN - Planning and building God’s house. Contribution by Bishop Mauro Piacenza, President of the Pontifical  Commission for the Cultural Heritage of the Church. “A Place for Liturgy”
VATICAN - VATICAN - Planning and building God’s house. Contribution by Bishop Mauro Piacenza, President of the Pontifical  Commission for the Cultural Heritage of the Church. “The Altar”
SYNTHESIS INTERVENTUUM

1 March 2006 – General audience
VATICAN - Pope Benedict XVI during the general audience explains the significance of Lent: “It is urgent to listen again to the Gospel, the word of truth, so Christians may grow in awareness of the truth received, live it and bear witness to it.”
Vatican City (Fides Service) – Today Ash Wednesday in his address during his weekly general audience to thousands of visitors gathered in St Peter’s Square Pope Benedict XVI dwelt on the significance of the Season of Lent. “This is the opportune time in which the Church calls Christians to be more aware of Christ’s act of redemption and to live baptism more profoundly  – the Pope said Santo Padre -. In fact in this liturgical season from the very beginning in order to strengthen its faith the People of God has always nourished itself abundantly with Word of God, retracing the whole history of creation and redemption.”

The Pope recalled that Lent lasts for forty days and calls to mind certain events in the life of Ancient Israel and he said: “The season of Lent is an invitation to relive with Jesus the forty days he spent in the desert praying and fasting before undertaking his public ministry. Today we too with Christians all over the world start a path of reflection and prayer and turn spiritually towards  Calvary, meditating the central mysteries of our faith. Doing this we prepare to experience, after the mystery of the Cross, the joy of the Lord’s Resurrection”.

Then Pope Benedict XVI mentioned the solemn distribution of blessed ashes and the two meaningful phrases with which it is accompanied “a pressing appeal to recognise our sinfulness and return to God”. Since the life of the Christian is founded on and nourished by the Word of God the Pope said: “In the trials of every day and in every temptation the secret of victory lies in listening to the Word of truth and rejecting with conviction mistruth and evil. It is urgent to listen again to the Gospel, word of truth, so Christians may grow in awareness of the truth received and may live it and bear witness to it. It is to this that Lent draws us, offering us an ascetic liturgical path, helping us to open our eyes to our weakness and open our heart to the merciful love of Christ”. Lent is the opportune moment to convert our hearts to love by adopting the Lord’s “attitude of compassion and mercy” towards the poor and the abandoned. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 1/3/2006, righe 27, parole 388)

See the Pope’s address

http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/pontefici/pontefice.php?id=463
1 March 2006 - Homily at Santa Sabina on the Aventine Hill for Ash Wednesday 
VATICAN

Pope Benedict XVI at Santa Sabina: “The Christian response to the violence which threatens the world is to tread the path chosen by the One who, in the face of the evil of his time and all times, resolutely embraced the Cross, taking the longer but more effective way of love”

Vatican City (Fides Service) – In the afternoon of Ash Wednesday, the Holy Father Pope Benedict XVI presided the first traditional Lenten “station” mass on the Aventine Hill. After a moment of prayer at the Church of S. Anselmo the Pope with various cardinals and bishops, Benedictine monks from S. Anselmo and Dominican Friars from S. Sabina took part in a penitential procession to the Basilica of Santa Sabina where he presided Mass and distributed the blessed ashes to about a hundred of the few hundred fortunate people who managed to find place inside the Basilica while crowds of others watched the liturgy on a giant screen in the church courtyard.

In his homily the Pope said the Ash Wednesday procession helps to create the spirit of the Season of Lent  “a personal and shared pilgrimage of spiritual conversion and renewal”. “It is an ancient tradition for Romans and pilgrims to make the ‘Lenten stations’, that is to go every day during Lent  to ‘stay’ a while, make a ‘statio’ at one of the many “memorials” of the Roman Martyrs who were the foundation of the Church of Rome … despite the passing centuries these rites have retained all their value because they are a reminder that it is important, also in our day, to heed without compromise the words of Jesus who said: "If anyone will come after me, let him deny himself, take up his cross every day and follow me " (Lk 9,23).”

The traditional rite of placing ashes on the head on the first day of Lent, “makes us realise the timeliness of the warning issued by the prophet Joel which we heard in the first Reading, a warning which for us too retains all its beneficial validity: exterior actions must always correspond to sincerity of heart and coherent works”. Another aspect of Lenten spirituality is "the battle" against the spirit of evil. “Every day, particularly in Lent, the Christian faces a battle, like the one fought by Christ in the desert of Judea, where he was tempted by the devil for forty days and then in the Garden of Olives when he overcame the final temptation and accepted the will of God to the very end. This is a spiritual battle against sin and ultimately against Satan. It is a struggle which involves the whole person and requires attentive and constant vigilance … Lent reminds us therefore that the life of the Christian is a constant battle in which we use the ‘weapons’ of prayer, fasting and penance”. 

The ascetic pilgrimage which every disciple of Christ is called to undertake “with humility, patience, generosity and perseverance” as followers of the divine Master, helps Christians become witnesses and apostle of peace. “We could say – the Holy Father continued – that this interior attitude helps us to identify more easily what should be the Christian response to the violence which threatens peace in the world. Certainly not revenge, or hatred, or escape in some sort of false spiritualism. Instead the response of those who follow Christ should be to tread the path chosen by the One who in the face of the evil of his time and all times resolutely embraced the Cross taking the longer but more effective way of love. Following in his footsteps and united to him we must all strive to counter evil with good, falsehood with the truth, hatred with love”. 

Pope Benedict XVI then recalled that love must lead to concrete deeds to help the poor and the needy: “Concrete acts of love are one of the essential elements of the life of Christians who are  encouraged by Jesus to be the light of the world so that seeing their ‘good works’ people will render glory to God (cfr Mt 5,16). This recommendation is most opportune at the beginning of Lent, that we may ever more deeply aware that "for the Church charity is not a kind of welfare activity... it is part of her nature, an indispensable expression of her very being" (Deus caritas est, 25, a)”. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 2/3/2006 – righe 46, parole 648)

See the Pope’s Ash Wednesday homily in Italian

http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/pontefici/pontefice.php?id=469
3 March 2006 – Visit to Vatican Radio on its 75th anniversary 
VATICAN - Pope Benedict XVI visits Vatican Radio on its 75th birthday: “a chorus of voices in over forty language and it can enter into dialogue with different religions and cultures”

Vatican City (Fides Service) – This morning Pope Benedict XVI paid a visit to Vatican Radio which is marking its 75th birthday. In his address to the staff gathered in the Sala Marconi the Pope said: “Vatican Radio today is no longer the one voice broadcast from one point it was at the beginning with the Marconi station. Rather, it has become a chorus of voices in over forty different languages and it can enter into dialogue with different religions and cultures; a chorus of voices which travels the air thanks to electromagnetic waves and is diffused and recorded in the ever more dense telematic network which envelops the planet. Continue, dear friends, to operate in the great forum of modern communications… But never forget that the mission with which you are entrusted demands adequate technical and professional formation and above all a spirit of prayer and fidelity to the teaching of Christ and his Church”. During his visit the Pope blessed the  new “Cardinal Karol Wojtyła Recording Studio”, visited the office which produces Vatican Radio’s live daily programme One-O-Five and stopped to say a prayer in Vatican Radio’s own Chapel.
In his address the Pope thanked the Society of Jesus for the service rendered to the Holy See since Vatican Radio first started and he briefly traced the development of the Pope’s own Radio in 75 years. Today using the most advanced technology Vatican Radio, produces programmes in various languages which are broadcast by many other Broadcasters all over the world . “Dear friends – the Pope said - , for all this we cannot fail to thank God and at the same time pray that he will continue to assist you in your work”, and he underlined “this urgency of this mission remains although the circumstances and means may change”. 

Earlier the Holy Father had spoken over the radio live addressing listeners of the daily programme One-O-Five: “Today the voice of Vatican Radio reaches ever corner of the world, it is heard in many homes and above all there is a happy reciprocity, speaking and replying, in a dialogue aimed at promoting understanding and building up the family of God. I see the purpose of a means of communication as a means to help build up this great family which knows no boundaries and where people of all different cultures and languages are all brothers and sisters, and they represent a force for peace. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 3/3/2006, righe 31, parole 460)

See the Pope’s address in Italian

http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/pontefici/pontefice.php?id=470
5 March 2006 - Angelus
VATICAN - Pope Benedict XVI Sunday Angelus reflection: “May Lent be an opportunity for all Christians for conversion and more courageous striving for holiness”

Vatican City (Fides Service) – On the first Sunday of Lent, the Holy Father Pope Benedict XVI dwelt again on the significance of the Season of Lent  “which helps Christians in their efforts to prepare for Easter”. In his address before leading the recitation of the midday Angelus prayer on  Sunday 5 March the Pope mentioned the Sunday Gospel on Jesus’ experience of temptation during the forty days in the desert. “Following their Lord and Master – Benedict XVI said - , Christians too are called to face with him ‘the battle against the spirit of evil enter the spiritual desert of Lent”.

The Pope said the image of the desert was “an eloquent metaphor of the human condition”, and mentioned the experience of the People of Israel who wandered in the desert of Sinai for forty years before reaching the promised land. On the long journey, he said “the Jews experienced all the power and insistence of the tempter… but at the same time, thanks to the mediation of Moses, they learned to listen to the voice of God calling them to be his holy people. Meditating this page of the Gospel we understand that to live our life in full freedom we must overcome the test which freedom  entails, that is temptation. Only freed from the slavery of mistruth and sin through obedience to faith which opens the heart to the truth can the human person discover the full meaning of life and experience peace, love and joy.”.

Pope Benedict XVI ended his address recalling that “Lent is the opportune time to make a careful examination of one’s life in recollection, prayer and penance”. Recalling that he and the senior members of the Roman Curia had just started a week-long Retreat the Pope said spiritual exercises “helps us to enter this characteristic spirit of Lent with more awareness”. He asked the people to accompany him with their prayers and said that he too would pray  that “for all Christians Lent may be an opportunity for conversion and more courageous striving for holiness”. After the Angelus prayer Benedict XVI mentioned a prayer vigil involving university students from various different countries to be held on Saturday 11 March in the Paul VI Hall in the Vatican in live TV and radio links with Universities in Europe and Africa: “This will provide an opportunity – he said - to ask the Blessed Virgin Mary to intercede that the Gospel may open new paths for cooperation between the peoples of Europe and Africa”. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 6/3/2006 – righe 29, parole 402)

See the Pope’s address

http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/pontefici/pontefice.php?id=471
11 March 2006 –  audience to participants at Conference on 40 years since Ad Gentes Decree 
VATICAN - Pope Benedict XVI addresses participants at International Convention on 40th anniversary of  “Ad gentes” decree: “Proclaiming and bearing witness to the Gospel are the first service Christians can render the individual person and the whole human race, called as they are to communicate God’s love to all peoples”
Vatican City (Fides Service) – Pope Benedict XVI this morning addressed participants at an International Convention on 40th anniversary of  “Ad gentes” decree promoted by the Congregation for the Evangelisation of Peoples. In his address the Holy Father said the  “approval of the ad gentes decree on 7 December 1965 gave new impulse to the missionary activity of the Church. It identified the theological foundation of missionary work, its true value and timeliness in the face of a changing world and the challenges modernity poses to the preaching of the Gospel. The Church is now more keenly aware of her innate missionary calling, recognising it as an constitutive element of her nature”. 

Obedient to Christ’s command Christians realise they are sent to the men and women of the  third millennium, “to share with them the truth of the Gospel message and thus open for them the path to salvation”. Mission is not an option the Pope said  “on the contrary proclaiming and bearing witness to the Gospel are the first service Christians can render the individual person and the whole human race, called as they are to communicate to all peoples God’s love fully revealed in the one Saviour of the world Jesus Christ”.

The Pope then spoke of the “original root of the Church’s mission, the Trinitarian life of God from which flows the movement of love which the Divine Persons pour out over humanity”… “It is the Church’s task to communicate incessantly this divine love through the vivifying working of the Holy Spirit. It is in fact the Spirit which transforms the lives of believers freeing them from the slavery of sin and death and enabling them to bear witness to the merciful love of God who wishes to make humanity one family in his Son (cfr Deus caritas est, 19)”.

In our day mission Ad gentes is still important indeed it has an ever larger field of action: “The Church is called to face new challenges and be ready to dialogue with cultures and different religions, striving to build with all men and women of goodwill harmony among peoples. The field for mission ad gentes has broadened and can no longer be defined simply on the basis of geographical or juridical considerations; in fact the mission undertaken by the People of God is directed not only to peoples in distant non Christian lands, but also to socio-cultural environments and above all to every heart”. To fulfil this mandate the Holy Father requires “patience and farsightedness, courage and humility, attentive listening to God and vigil discernment of the ‘signs of the time.”

 “The work of evangelisation must proceed on the same path taken by Christ, the Pope said, the path of poverty, obedience, service and self sacrifice, even to death, which [He] has overcome. Yes! The Church is called to serve humanity of our day, trusting only in Jesus, letting herself be illuminated by His word and imitating him with generous self-giving to others. The Church is a tool in His hands and she does all she can knowing that it is always the Lord who works in her.”

The Pope concluded by thanking those present for taking part in the Convention reflection - “With the help of all Christians the proclamation of the Gospel will be ever more comprehensible and effective” – he said and before imparting his Blessing recalled those who gave their lives for the Gospel: “May their sacrifice bear fruit of a new springtime rich in apostolic fruits for evangelisation”. 


It was Cardinal Crescenzio Sepe Prefect of the Congregation for the Evangelisation of Peoples who welcomed the Pope on behalf of the speakers and participants. In his address the Cardinal said:  “In these forty years the Magisterium has not failed to refer to and develop the doctrinal, spiritual and pastoral riches of the Council Decree which can be called to "magna carta" of missionary life and activity in the world”. Referring to the words of the Decree “the Church is missionary by nature", the Cardinal said “today as in the past and in the future as long as she is a pilgrim here on earth, the Church will always encounter difficulties and obstacles in her mission which she continues in obedience to the command of her Lord and Master”. The Convention focussed on the theological, spiritual and pastoral contents of the Decree, the path and development of the Magisterium in the past forty years and challenges for the future. Bishops from different continents illustrated missionary activity in the respected geographical areas. “The Church’s mission will not and must not stop despite problems and challenges which will never be lacking” Cardinal Sepe concluded saying he was certain “the Holy Spirit will continue to guide the Church of Christ and lead her to live a new missionary springtime”. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 11/3/2006; righe 58, parole 832) 

See the Pope’s address in Italian

http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/pontefici/pontefice.php?id=472
See Cardinal Sepe’s address in Italian

http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/congregazione/prefetto/prefetto.php?id=109#
11 March 2006 – Meeting with students for 4th Day for European University Students 
VATICAN “This Marian vigil creates bridges of fraternity between the young university students of Europe, and this evening it extends those bridges to within the great continent of Africa, so that communion may grow among the new generations and the civilisation of love may spread”: the Pope meets university students 

Vatican City (Fides Service) – In the evening of Saturday 11 March in the Paul VI Hall, the Holy Father presided at a prayer vigil held to mark the fourth European Day for Universities which is considering the theme: "Christian humanism, the path of a new cooperation between Europe and Africa." The Day was promoted by the Council of European Bishops' Conferences (CCEE) and the Rome diocesan office for university pastoral care.  The Pope arrived in the Hall at 6 p.m. and led the recitation of the rosary. Then ,addressing  addressed some words to the young people present and those following the event via the satellite linkups, he said:  "This Marian vigil so dear to Pope John Paul II," he said, "creates bridges of fraternity between the young university students of Europe, and this evening it extends those bridges to within the great continent of Africa, so that communion may grow among the new generations and the civilisation of love may spread. For this reason, to our friends following us from Africa I wish to send a particularly affectionate embrace, which I would like to extend to all the dear African people." During the course of the evening, there were satellite linkups with university students in the European cities of Bonn, Dublin, Freiburg Madrid, Munich, Salamanca, St. Petersburg and Sofia, and the African cities of Abidjan, Antananarivo, Owerri and Nairobi.

 After pronouncing greetings in Spanish, English, German, French, Russian and Bulgarian, the Holy Father referred to his recent Encyclical "Deus caritas est," copies of which he then distributed to ten student representatives. "In this way," he said, "I intend to give it symbolically to all university students of Europe and Africa, in the hope that the fundamental truth of Christian faith - God is love - may illuminate the journey of each of you and, through your witness, may come to irradiate the lives of those who study with you. He continued: "This truth concerning the love of God - origin, meaning and goal of the universe and of history - was revealed by Jesus Christ with His Word and His Life, most of all in His Paschal death and resurrection. It lies at the base of Christian knowledge which, like leavening, has the capacity to ferment all human cultures, bringing them to express the best of themselves and cooperate in developing a more just and peaceful world."

 
  The Pope invited the university students to read his Message for 21st World Youth Day which is being celebrated this year in various dioceses on Palm Sunday. As preparation for the Day, he encouraged them to participate in the traditional meeting in St. Peter's Square, due to take place on April 6. "We will welcome the pilgrim Cross which has cone from Cologne, Germany and, a year after his death, recall with grateful hearts my great predecessor John Paul II." The Day concluded with the pilgrimage of the university students' cross from the Paul VI Hall to the Church of St. Agnes in Rome's Piazza Navona.

”. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 13/3/2006 – Righe 32, parole 460)
See the Pope’s address in various languages
http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/pontefici/pontefice.php?id=474
12 March 2006 - Angelus

VATICAN - Pope Benedict XVI’s Angelus reflection: “No one can ‘stay’ on mount Tabor while on this earth. Human life is a journey of faith and as such is more shadow than light, and there are also moments of profound and intense darkness”
Vatican City (Fides Service) – On the second Sunday of Lent, March 12 in his address to people gathered in St Peter’s Square to pray the Angelus prayer and receive his blessing at midday Pope Benedict XVI reflected on the Gospel of the Transfiguration. “While they saw the transfigured Lord conversing with Moses and Eliah – the Pope said -, Peter, James and John were enveloped in a cloud from which they heard a voice saying: "This is my beloved Son in whom I am well pleased, listen to Him!" (Mk 9,7)”. The Pope explained: “The grace of a profound experience of God, is something like the experience of the disciples at the Transfiguration: for a moment we enjoy the future Beatitude of heaven. This is usually a very brief experience which God grants, particularly before a hard trial. However no one can ‘stay’ on mount Tabor while on this earth. Human life is a journey of faith and as such is more in shadow than in full light, and there are also moments of darkness. As long as we are here below our relationship with God is more of listening than vision; and contemplation works, so to say, with closed eyes, through an interior light lit in our hearts by the Word of God”.

Pope Benedict XVI recalled the example of the Blessed Virgin “as she walked day after day on a pilgrimage of faith, pondering and meditating the Word God addressed to her in her heart”. The Pope urged those present to follow her example and in this season of Lent to listen to Christ, in his Word, in Sacred Scripture, in the events of life striving to discern therein messages from Divine Providence; in brothers and sisters, the poorest in particular. The Pope ended with these words: “Listening to Christ and obeying him is the path, the only path to the fullness of joy and love”. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 13/3/2006 – Righe 23, parole 350)

See the Pope’s address in Italian

http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/pontefici/pontefice.php?id=473
15 March 2006 – General audience
VATICAN - Pope Benedict XVI begins new cycle of catechesis dedicated to the mystery of the relationship between Christ and the Church: the light of the face of Christ is reflected in the face of the Church “despite the limits and shadows of our fragile and sinful humanity”
Vatican City (Fides Service) – In today's general audience, held in St. Peter's Square in the presence of 30,000 people, Benedict XVI began a new cycle of catechesis dedicated to the mystery of the relationship between Christ and the Church in the light of the experience of the Apostles and the task with which they were entrusted and he said: “The Church was built on the foundation of the Apostles as a community of faith, hope and love. Through the Apostles we reach Jesus himself”. Making his own a proposal for the new millennium to contemplate “the face of Christ” which John Paul II made in his apostolic Letter Novo millennio ineunte, Pope Benedict XVI said: “I intend to demonstrate how precisely the light of that Face is reflected in the face of the Church despite the limits and shadows of our fragile and sinful humanity. After Mary, pure reflection of the light of Christ, the Apostles are the ones who with their word and witness hand on to us the truth of Christ. However their mission is not isolated, it is part of the mystery of communion which involves the whole People of God and is built in stages from the Old to the New Covenant.”


The Holy Father said “if it is separated from the context of the faith and hope of the chosen people the message of Jesus is totally misunderstood”… “Although Jesus’ preaching is always a call to personal conversion, in actual fact his aim is to constitute the People of God whom he came to gather together and save”… “A clear sign of the Nazarene’s intention to gather the community of the covenant in order to reveal in it the fulfilment of the promises made to the Fathers, is the institution of the Twelve”… “by choosing the Twelve, introducing them to communion of life with Him and making them participants in his mission to announce in word and deed the Kingdom, Jesus wishes to say that the definitive time in which God’s promises are fulfilled has come”.

With their very existence the Twelve become “a call to Israel to convert and let herself be gathered in the new Covenant, the complete and perfect fulfilment of the old one. The fact that at Supper before his Passion he entrusts to them the task of celebrating his memorial, shows that Jesus wanted to confer on the whole community in the person of its leaders the mandate to be in history a sign and means of the eschatological gathering initiated in Him”. The twelve Apostles are “the most obvious sign of Christ’s will with regard to the life and mission of his Church, the guarantee that between Christ and the Church there exists no contraposition whatsoever… Between the Son of God made man and his Church there is a profound, indissoluble and mysterious continuity and this is why Christ is present today in his people and especially in those who are the Apostle’s successors”. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 15/3/2006, righe 33, parole 488)

See the Pope’s teaching

http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/pontefici/pontefice.php?id=475
17 March 2006 –  audience to participants at the plenary assembly of the Pontifical Council for Social Communications  
VATICAN - Pope Benedict XVI receives participants at the Plenary of the Pontifical Council for  Social Communications “I urge you to renew your efforts to assist those working in the world of media to promote what is good and true, especially in regard to the meaning of human and social existence, and to denounce what is false”
Vatican City (Fides Service) – On Friday 17 March in the Sala Clementina in the Vatican when he received the participants at the Plenary of the Pontifical Council for  Social Communications Pope Benedict XVI said “I urge you to renew your efforts to assist those working in the world of media to promote what is good and true, especially in regard to the meaning of human and social existence, and to denounce what is false, especially pernicious trends which erode the fabric of a civil society worthy of the human person.” 

“I wish to thank you for your important apostolate in social communications–the Pope said at the beginning of his address -  both as a form of direct evangelisation and a contribution towards the promotion of all that is good and authentic for every human society”. Pope Benedict XVI went on to refer to his own first Message for World Communications Day, which considers "the media as a network which facilitates communication, communion and cooperation”. Forty years after the Inter Mirifica decree issued by Vatican II which recognised the enormous power of the means of communications to inform the minds of individuals and shape their thoughts, “we understand today more than ever the pressing need to use this power for the good of humanity”.

Pope Benedict XVI reminded those present of the challenge to encourage the social communications and entertainment industries to be protagonists of truth and promoters of the peace: “this commitment demands principled courage and resolve, on the part of those who own and work within the hugely influential media industry, to ensure that promotion of the common good is never sacrificed to a self-serving quest for profit or an ideological agenda with little public accountability” he said. 

The Pope mentioned another urgency pinpointed in his Message for Communications Day 2006, the need to uphold and support marriage and the family “the foundation of every culture and society. In cooperation with parents, the social communications and entertainment industries can assist in the difficult but sublimely satisfying vocation of bringing up children, through presenting edifying models of human life and love. How disheartening and destructive it is to us all when the opposite occurs!!”. Pope Benedict XVI ended by quoting St Paul - “Christ is our peace:  in Him we are one (cfr Eph 2, 14)” -  and he exclaimed: “And let us work together to build up the communion of love according to the designs of the Creator made known through his Son!” (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 18/3/2006 – righe 31;  parole 439)

See the Pope’s address in English

http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/pontefici/pontefice.php?id=476
18 March 2006 –  audience to Catholic Bishops of Cameroon on ad limina visit
VATICANO – Pope Benedict XVI receiving the Bishops of Cameroon said he hoped the ecclesiological and spiritual intuitions of the apostolic exhortation Ecclesia in Africa would give new impulse to carry on the saving mission the Church has received from Christ”

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) – the 10th anniversary of the post synodal apostolic exhortation Ecclesia in Africa”, signed in Yaounde in the September of 1995 by Pope John Paul II, characterised the life of the Church in Cameroon last year. This is why Pope Benedict XVI said he hoped  ecclesiological and spiritual intuitions contained in the text, antidotes to discouragement and resignation,”, would give rise to “to carry on the saving mission the Church has received from Christ”. Speaking to the bishops in French, the Pope encouraged them "to ensure that the Gospel penetrates deeply into your cultures and traditions - so marked by a wealth of human, spiritual and moral values - purifying those cultures, through the necessary conversion, from everything that opposes the fullness of truth." After highlighting how the unfavorable economic and social situation "weakens social ties and entails the loss of a series of traditional values such as the family, care for children and young people, and respect for the elderly," the Holy Father referred to other current challenges such as "the assault of sects and the havoc wrought by AIDS." In the face of such problems, he said, "precise theological and pastoral responses must be offered, in order to profoundly evangelize the hearts of human beings and awaken their consciences." Benedict XVI expressed the hope that "inspired preaching" associated with "rigorous initial and permanent formation by catechists," may give rise to "a new drive to sanctity in your communities." "I am pleased at the increase in numbers of seminarians and priests," the Pope continued, "and I give thanks for the patient work of missionaries that preceded it. ... The search for unity in the service of the mission invites you to safeguard ties of fraternal communion with priests." The Holy Father then invited all priests to meditate "upon the requirements of pastoral charity, and especially upon the need for a chaste life lived in celibacy in accordance with the law of the Church, the just exercise of authority and a healthy relationship with material goods. "The Pope went on to recall how in their reports the bishops had referred to the challenges facing the family. In this context, he called on them to promote "a form of pastoral care of the family that offers young people a rigorous ... moral education, and prepares them to experience conjugal love in a responsible way, which is a necessary condition for the stability of the family and of all society." In closing, Benedict XVI spoke to the bishops of the need to consolidate "fraternal relations with other Christian confessions and with believers from other religions, in order to show the love of Christ the Savior, Who aroused in mankind the desire to live in peace and to form a people of brothers and sisters.!”. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 20/3/2006, righe 52, parole 746)
Links:

See the Pope’s address in various languages 
http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/pontefici/pontefice.php?id=478
19 March - Angelus

VATICAN - The Pope’s Angelus: “St Joseph’s example urges us to carry out the task assigned to us by Divine Providence with fidelity, simplicity and modesty”
Vatican City (Fides Service) – Before leading the recitation of the midday Angelus prayer on Sunday 19 March with people gathered in St Peter’s square to receive his blessing Pope Benedict XVI said: “Today 19 March is the solemnity of St Joseph  but since it coincides with the third Sunday of Lent the celebration is postponed until tomorrow. However in the Marian context of the Angelus I invite you to reflect with veneration on the figure of the spouse of the Blessed Virgin Mary and Patron of the universal Church.  Although the figure of this great Saint is rather hidden he is of fundamental importance in the history of salvation”. St Joseph was an “authentic heir to the faith of Abraham… his greatness, like that of Mary, stands out even more because his mission was undertaken in the hidden and humble home at  Nazareth”. 
Then the Holy Father said St Joseph’s example was an invitation to “carry out the task assigned to us by Divine Providence with fidelity, simplicity and modesty”. “I think first of all of mothers and fathers – the Pope said -, and I pray they may always appreciate the beauty of a simple working life, nourishing with care conjugal relations and undertaking with enthusiasm the mission of education by no means easy. May Saint Joseph help priests who exercise paternity towards ecclesial communities love the Church with affection and total dedication and may he sustain consecrated person in joyful and faithful observance of the evangelical counsels poverty, chastity and obedience. May he protect the workers all over world so they may contribute with their different professions to progress for the whole of humanity, and may he help every Christian to do the will of God with trust and love, thus bringing to completion the work of salvation”. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 20/3/2006 – righe 21, parole 306)

See the Pope’s address in Italian

http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/pontefici/pontefice.php?id=477
19 March 2006 – Homily during Mass with workers
VATICAN – The Pope during Mass with workers: “Work is of fundamental importance to the fulfilment of the human being and to the development of society. Thus, it must always be organised and carried out with full respect for human dignity and must always serve the common good”
Vatican City  (Agenzia Fides) - “Work is of fundamental importance to the fulfilment of the human being and to the development of society. Thus, it must always be organised and carried out with full respect for human dignity and must always serve the common good. At the same time, it is indispensable that people not allow themselves to be enslaved by work or idolize it, claiming to find in it the ultimate and definitive meaning of life” Pope Benedict XVI said during Mass with workers on Sunday March 19. At the beginning of the Mass Bishop Arrigo Miglio of Ivrea, president of the Italian Bishops’ Commission for social problems, work, justice and peace  welcomed the Pope and wished him happy feast day. Commenting the readings in his homily the Pope said the Ten Commandments confirm the freedom gained by Israel: “Indeed, at a closer look, the Commandments are the means that the Lord gives us to protect our freedom, both from the internal conditioning of passions and from the external abuse of those with evil intentions. The "nos" of the Commandments are as many "yeses" to the growth of true freedom.”. Moreover “by the Law which he gave through Moses, the Lord revealed that he wanted to make a covenant with Israel. The Law, therefore, is a gift more than an imposition”. The second message offered by the Sunday liturgy the Pope said helps us understand that “The Mosaic Law was totally fulfilled in Jesus, who revealed God's wisdom and love through the mystery of the Cross… In this Lenten season, while we are preparing to relive this central event of our salvation in the Easter triduum, we are already looking at the Crucified One, seeing in him the brightness of the Risen One.”.
Another important aspect of human life considered by the Pope in his homily was the reality of work. “In many passages, the Bible shows that work is one of the original conditions of the human being.” the Holy Father said, and “The Church has always, but especially in the last century, shown attention and concern for this social context”. Then the Pope mentioned the call in the first reading - "Remember to keep holy the Sabbath day. Six days you may labour and do all your work, but the seventh day is the Sabbath of the Lord, your God" (Ex 20:  8-9). The Sabbath is a holy day, that is, a day consecrated to God on which man understands better the meaning of his life and his work. It can therefore be said that the biblical teaching on work is crowned by the commandment of rest.”. 

Since “Work must serve for the true good of humanity. For this to happen, technical and professional qualifications, although necessary, do not suffice; nor does the creation of a just social order, attentive to the common good. It is necessary to live a spirituality that helps believers to sanctify themselves through their work, imitating St Joseph, who had to provide with his own hands for the daily needs of the Holy Family and whom, consequently, the Church holds up as Patron of workers. His witness shows that man is the subject and protagonist of work.”. The Pope ended with a special mention of unemployed youth and he said “ I would like to entrust to St Joseph those young people who are finding integration into the working world difficult, the unemployed and everyone who is suffering hardship due to the widespread employment crisis”. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 20/3/2006 - righe 41, parole 586)

:

22 March 2006 – General audience
Vatican - At his general Wednesday audience Pope Benedict XVI makes an appeal for World TB Day  and reflects on “the Apostles witnesses and envoys of Christ”
Vatican City (Fides Service)- During his Wednesday audience in St Peter’s Square on 22 March Pope Benedict XVI made the following appeal: “The day after tomorrow, 24 March, United Nations World TB Day to stop Tuberculosis is an opportunity to encourage greater efforts at the global level to make available the necessary resources to treat these brothers and sisters of ours many of whom live in situations of extreme poverty. I encourage initiatives of assistance and solidarity for them and hope they will all be guaranteed dignified living conditions”.


In his teaching to thousands of visitors from many different countries the Pope reflected on  “the Apostles witnesses and envoys of Christ”. “In the Letter to the Ephesians” the Pope said “the Church is presented to us as a building constructed on the “foundation of the apostles and the prophets, with Jesus Christ as the corner stone” (2,29). In the Book of Revelation the role of the Apostles, and more specifically the Twelve, is explained in an escatological vision of the heavenly Jerusalem, presented as a city whose walls “rest on twelve foundations on which are written the names of the twelve Apostles of the Lamb” (21,14)”.

The Holy Father spoke of the calling of the first apostles: “The Gospels reports concord that the calling of the apostles marked the first steps of Jesus’ ministry after he had been baptised by John the Baptist in the waters of the River Jordan. According to Mark (1, 16-20) and Matthew (4, 18-22), the scene of the calling of the first apostles was the Sea of Galilee. Jesus has just started preaching the Kingdom of God when he sees two pairs of brothers: Simon and Andrew, James and John. They are fishermen going about their daily work. They throw out their nets and haul them in again. But another sort of fishing awaits them. Jesus calls them with decision and they follow him with readiness: henceforth they will be “fishers of men” (cfr Mk 1,17; Mt 4,19). Luke while following the same tradition has a more detailed story (5,1-11)”.

The Pope said Luke’s account “shows how the first disciples grow in the faith explaining that their calling comes after they have listened to Jesus’ first preaching and witnessed his first miraculous signs. The miraculous catch of fish is the immediate context and provides the symbol of the mission entrusted to them to be fishers of men. From now on the destiny of these men who are “called” will be closely connected with that of Jesus. Before being an envoy the apostle is an “expert” on Jesus. (L.M.) (Agenzia Fides 22/3/2006 righe 37 parole 462)

See the Pope’s teaching

http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/pontefici/pontefice.php?id=480
24 March 2006 – Concistoro ordinario Pubblico per la creazione di quindici nuovi Cardinali

VATICAN - Pope Benedict XVI presides first  Consistory for 15 new Cardinals

Vatican City (Fides Service) – The Holy Father Pope Benedict XVI presided this morning 24 March 2006 in St Peter’s Square his first Ordinary Public Consistory for the creation of fifteen new Cardinals. 


First of all Cardinal William Joseph Levada, prefect of the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith, expressed gratitude and best wishes to the Pope on behalf of the other fourteen new cardinals.


“The Ordinary Public Consistory is an event that manifests most eloquently the universal nature of the Church, which has spread to every corner of the world in order to proclaim to all people the Good News of Christ our Saviour”, Pope Benedict XVI said in his homily  .


Addressing the new cardinals the Pope said “Total and generous availability to serve others is the distinctive mark of those in positions of authority in the Church, because it was thus for the Son of Man, who came "not to be served but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many" (Mk 10:45). Although he was God, or one might even say driven by his divinity, he assumed the form of a servant - "formam servi" - as is wonderfully expressed in the hymn to Christ contained in the Letter to the Philippians (cf. 2:6-7)”. 

Yes, venerable and dear Brothers, these words of the Prince of the Apostles apply particularly to those who are called to wear the scarlet of a cardinal: "I exhort the elders among you, as a fellow elder and a witness of the sufferings of Christ as well as a partaker in the glory that is to be revealed" (1 Pet 5:1).


“May the scarlet that you now wear always express the caritas Christi, inspiring you to a passionate love for Christ, for his Church and for all humanity. You now have an additional motive to seek to rekindle in yourselves those same sentiments that led the incarnate Son of God to pour out his blood in atonement for the sins of the whole world. I am counting on you, venerable Brothers, I am counting on the entire College into which you are being incorporated, to proclaim to the world that "Deus caritas est",”, the Pope concluded.

See the Pope’s homily  http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/pontefici/pontefice.php?id=481
(AP) (24/3/2006 Agenzia Fides; Righe:26; Parole:314)

25 March 2006 – Homily during Mass with conferring of rings to new Cardinals
Vatican - The Pope celebrates Mass with fifteen new cardinals and consigns to them the cardinal’s ring, ‘sign of dignity, pastoral concern and communion with the See of Peter’ 
Vatican City (Fides Service) – Today 25 March, Feast of the Annunciation, Pope Benedict XVI presided Mass in St Peter’s Square at which the 15 new Cardinals concelebrated. During the Mass the Pope gave each of them the cardinal’s ring, "sign of dignity, pastoral concern and profound communion with the See of Peter ".

In his homily reflecting on the mystery of the Incarnation the Pope said: “From generation to generation wonder for this ineffable mystery lives on. Saint Augustin imagines he is addressing the Angel of the Annunciation and he asks: "Tell me O Angel, why has this come about in Mary?”. “The answer, the Messenger replies, is found in the words of the greeting: "Hail O full of grace" (cfr Psalm 291,6). In fact when the Angel “enters”, he calls Mary not with her earthly name, but with her heavenly name as God has always seen and described her: “Full of grace – gratia plena”.

Addressing the new cardinals Benedict XVI said: “What a great gift dear brothers to be able to hold this moving celebration on the feast of the Annunciation of the Lord! How much light we can draw from this mystery for our life as ministers of the Church. Especially you my dear new Cardinals, what support you may draw for your eminent mission to serve as a "Senate" for the Successor of Peter! This providential coincidence helps us consider this event which brings to the fore Petrine principle of the Church, in the light of another principle, the Marian principle, even earlier and even more fundamental. The importance of the Marian principle in the Church was underlined especially, besides by the Council, by my beloved Predecessor Pope John Paul II, coherently with his motto Totus tuus”.

 “The theme of the connection between the Petrine principle and the Marian principle can be found also in the symbol of the ring which I will shortly give each one of you. The ring is always a nuptial sign” the Holy Father recalled. “Therefore may your acceptance of the ring be a renewal of your “yes” and “here I am Lord” both to the Lord who chose you and to his holy Church whom you are called to serve with spousal love. These two dimensions of the Church, Marian and Petrine, meet in that which is the completion of both, namely the supreme value of charity, the “greatest” of all charisma, the “best” of all ways, as St Paul’s writes (1 Cor 12,31; 13,13)”. (L.M.) (Agenzia Fides 25/3/2006 righe 33 parole 416)

http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/pontefici/pontefice.php?id=482
26 March 2006 - Angelus

VATICAN - At the Angelus prayer the Pope remembers persecuted Christians and martyr missionaries “the Consistory was an event which made us feel closer than ever to Christians who are persecuted for their faith”

Vatican City (Fides Service) – At midday on Sunday 26 March, following his morning visit to the Roman parish of God the Merciful Father, Benedict XVI appeared at the window of his study to pray the Angelus with thousands of pilgrims gathered in St. Peter's Square, among them many who came to Rome in the company of their bishops who were elevated to the rank of cardinal in Friday's consistory. Before the Marian prayer, the Pope recalled how the recent consistory, in which he created 15 new cardinals, "was an intense ecclesial experience that enabled us to taste the spiritual wealth of collegiality, finding ourselves together among brothers from different backgrounds, all united in a single love for Christ and His Church." The Holy Father continued: "In some way, we relived the situation of the first Christian community, united around Peter and Mary Mother of Jesus to welcome the gift of the Spirit and undertake to spread the Gospel throughout world. Faithfulness to this mission even unto the sacrifice of their lives is a distinctive characteristic of cardinals, as their oath testifies and as symbolized by the red they wear, the color of blood".
In particular, by "providential coincidence," said the Pope, the day of the consistory, March 24, coincided with "the commemoration of missionaries who, over the past year, have died on the frontiers of evangelization and service to man in various parts of the earth. Thus, the consistory provided an opportunity for us to feel closer than ever to those Christians who suffer persecution because of their faith. Their witness, of which news reaches us every day, and especially the sacrifice of those killed, edifies and encourages us to an ever more sincere and generous evangelical commitment.  "I am thinking particularly," he added, "of those communities living in countries where religious freedom is lacking or where, despite its affirmation in theory, in practice it suffers many restrictions. To all those communities I send warm encouragement to carry on in the patience and charity of Christ, seed of the Kingdom of God to come, indeed which is already in the world." Benedict XVI also expressed "solidarity in the name of the entire Church" and "daily recollection in my prayers" to those who work in the service of the Gospel under such difficult conditions”. 
Before leading the recitation of the Angelus, the Pope mentioned Mary, Queen of the Apostles, who accompanies the Church, “as she moves forward and spreads over the earth”: “As in the Upper Room – the Pope concluded – for Christians Mary is always a living memory of Jesus. We ask her to guide us on our daily journey and to protect with special concern those Christian communities undergoing the greatest difficulty and suffering."”. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 27/3/2006 – righe 27, parole 392)

See the Pope’s address in Italian

http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/pontefici/pontefice.php?id=483
26 March 2006 – Homily durante la Santa Messa alla Parrocchia di Dio Padre Misericordioso
VATICAN - Pope Benedict XVI pastoral visit to parish of God the Merciful Father: “despite our unworthiness, we are the objects of the infinite mercy of God. God loves us with a love which we might call “obstinate” and he holds us close in his inexhaustible tenderness
Rome (Fides Service) – On the fourth Sunday of Lent, 26 March Pope Benedict, the Bishop of Rome, made a pastoral visit to one of his parishes, the parish of God the Merciful Father built at the request of Pope John Paul II on the occasion of the Great Jubilee of the Year 2000. The Sunday liturgy is permeated with joy. “One immediately asks: for what reason should we rejoice?” the Pope said during his homily and he explained: “Certainly one reason is that Easter is drawing near and this gives us a foretaste of the joy of the encounter with the Risen Christ. However there is an even more profound reason to be found in the scripture readings offered in the liturgy. These remind us that despite our unworthiness, we are the objects of the infinite mercy of God. God loves us with a love which we might call “obstinate” and he holds us close in his inexhaustible tenderness”.
After explaining the meaning of the readings the Pope spoke about the actual church building which, he said “was built at the request of my Predecessor John Paul II to stand in memory of the Great Jubilee of the Year 2000 as an expression of the essence of the significance of that extraordinary spiritual event”. He the quoted from the Angelus address prepared for April 3 last year (Divine Mercy Sunday or the 2nd Sunday of Easter) but never read by Pope John Paul II. “To humanity, which at times seems to be lost and dominated by the power of evil, selfishness and fear, the risen Lord offers the gift of His love that pardons, reconciles and opens the soul to hope. It is love that converts hearts and brings peace. ... How much the world needs to understand and accept Divine Mercy!" These handwritten words, said Benedict XVI "are like a last will and testament."

In the last part of his homily the Pope greeted the parish priest, Cardinal Vicar Camillo Ruini and Cardinal Crescenzio Sepe titular of the church and the parish pastoral helpers and he encouraged those present: “to understand and accept the loving mercy of God: may this be a commitment first of all within the family and then in every sector of the local district .. Continue dear friends on the path you have undertaken striving to make your parish a real family where fidelity to the Word of God and Church Tradition become increasingly day by day a rule of life. I know too that this church of yours because of its original architecture is visited by many people. Help the appreciate not only the beauty of the sacred building but more importantly the riches of a community which is alive and strives to bear witness to the love of God the all merciful Father. That love which is the true secret of Christian joy which today’s liturgy calls us to live”. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 27/3/2006 – righe 31, parole 463)

See the Pope’s in Italian

http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/pontefici/pontefice.php?id=484
29 March 2006 – General audience
VATICAN - Pope Benedict XVI’s General audience teaching: “Communion of life between God and us is the purpose of the proclamation of the Gospel, the purpose of conversion to Christianity... this twofold communion with God and among ourselves is indissoluble”

Vatican City (Fides Service) – The gift of "Communion" was the theme chosen by Pope Benedict XVI for his general audience on Wednesday 29 March. Addressing several thousands of visitors gathered in St Peter’s Square the Pope said: “Down through the centuries the Church, organically structured under the guidance of legitimate bishops, continues to live in the world as a mystery of communion in which is reflected to some extent the Trinitarian communion, the mystery of God himself”. The Pope added that Saint Paul presents “‘communion’ as a specific gift of the Spirit, the fruit of love given by God the Father and the grace offered by the Lord Jesus”.

St John the Evangelist underlines in particular that the communion of love which binds the Son to the Father and to humanity is at the same time model and source of that fraternal communion which should unite the disciples among themselves … communion of life between God and us is the purpose of the proclamation of the Gospel, the purpose of conversion to Christianity: ‘What we have seen and heard we announce to you that you may be in communion with us  (1 Jn 1,2). Therefore this twofold communion with God and among ourselves is indissoluble. Where communion with God which is communion with the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit is destroyed, the root and source of communion among ourselves is also destroyed. And where communion among ourselves is not lived, communion with God Three in One is not living and true, as we have heard”.

In the last part of his catechesis, the Holy Father said “communion – the fruit of the Holy Spirit – is nourished by the Bread of the Eucharist and expressed in fraternal relations in a sort of anticipation of the world to come. In the Eucharist Jesus nourishes us, unites us with Himself with the Father and with the Holy Spirit and among ourselves and this net of unity which embraces the world is an anticipation in our day of the world to come”. Therefore communion has very real consequences, bringing us out of our solitude and our closure enabling us to share in the love which unites us with God and among ourselves. Recalling the fragmentation and conflicts which afflict relations between individuals, groups and entire peoples Pope Benedict XVI said: “Without the gift of unity in the Holy Spirit, fragmentation of humanity is inevitable.  "Communion" is truly good news,  the God given remedy for the solitude which threatens every person, the precious gift which makes us feel accepted and loved in God, in the unity of his People gathered in the name of the Trinity; it is the light which makes the Church a shining sign among the peoples”. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 30/3/2006, righe 30, parole 468)

See the Pope’s teaching

http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/pontefici/pontefice.php?id=485
31 March 2006 – Message per la 43ma Giornata Mondiale di Preghiera per le Vocazioni
VATICAN - “Christ the High Priest in his concern for the Church calls people to care for his people in every generation; in particular he calls to the priestly ministry men who exercise a paternal function which has its source in the paternity of God”: Pope Benedict XVI’s Message for Vocations Day  

Vatican City (Fides Service) – “The celebration of the next World Day of Prayer for Vocations gives me an opportunity to encourage  the People of God to reflect on the theme of Vocations in the mystery of the Church” the Holy Father Pope Benedict XVI writes in his message for the 43rd  World Day of Prayer for Vocations on 7 May, 4th Sunday of Easter. “Before the creation of the world, before we came into existence the heavenly Father chose each of us personally and called us to enter into filial relationship with Him through Jesus, His incarnate Word, guided by the Holy Spirit” the Pope continued underlining that “the weight of two millennia of history make it difficult to perceive the novelty of the wondrous mystery of divine adoption which is at the centre of the teaching of St Paul”. 

We certainly need not be perfect to respond to God’s call: “human fragility and limits are not an obstacle on the condition that they help to render us ever more aware of the fact that we have need of Christ’s redeeming grace … In the mystery of the Church, the mystical Body of Christ, the divine power of love changes the human heart enabling it to communicate God’s love to others”. Down through the centuries many have consecrated their lives to the cause of the Kingdom: many  have let themselves be won by Christ, others were personally chosen by Him, still others followed him of their own initiative. “These men and women… represent the multiplicity of vocations always present in the Church. A model of those called to bear special witness to love of God is Mary, the Mother of Jesus.”

The message continues affirming that “the Church is holy even though her members need to be purified so that holiness, a gift of God, may shine in them in all its splendour”. Considering the universal call to holiness highlighted by the Second Vatican Council, the Holy Father says “Christ the High Priest in his concern for the Church calls people to care for his people in every generation; in particular he calls to the priestly ministry men who exercise a paternal function which has its source in the paternity of God”. Pope Benedict XVI underlines that “the mission of the priest in the Church is irreplaceable” and not even the scarcity of clergy registered in some parts of the world,  can undermine the certainty that Christ continues to call men willing to be “totally dedicated to celebrating the sacred mysteries, to preaching the Gospel and to the pastoral ministry”. 

Another special vocation is the call to consecrated life. “Following the example of Mary of Bethany who "sat at the feet of Jesus listening to his word" (Lk 10, 39), many men and women consecrate themselves to total and exclusive following of Christ”. While involved in various different services in human formation, caring for the poor, teaching, assisting the sick, they always consider as their first and special duty  “contemplation of divine truth and constant union with God in prayer " (CJC can. 663, § 1)”.  

The Holy Father concludes his message recording the words of Jesus - "The harvest is plenty but the workers are few! Pray therefore that the master of the harvest will send workers for his harvest!" (Mt 9,37) - and urging Catholics to pray for vocations to the priesthood and the consecrated life the Pope says: “It is not surprising that where there is fervent prayer vocations flourish. The holiness of the Church depends essentially on union with Christ and openness to the mystery of grace working in the hearts of believers. This is why I invite the faithful to strive for an ever deeper relationship with Christ, Master and Shepherd of his people, imitating Mary who kept the divine mysteries in her heart meditating them unceasingly (cfr Lk 2,19)”. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 31/3/2006 righe 42, parole 623)

See the Pope’s message in Italian

http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/pontefici/pontefice.php?id=486
VERBA PONTIFICIS

Cardinals
“Yes, venerable and dear Brothers, these words of the Prince of the Apostles apply particularly to those who are called to wear the cardinalatial scarlet: “I exhort the elders among you, as a fellow elder and a witness of the sufferings of Christ as well as a partaker in the glory that is to be revealed” (1 Pet 5:1). These words, in their essential structure, recall the Paschal Mystery, specially present in our hearts during these days of Lent. Saint Peter applies them to himself as a “fellow elder” (συμπρεσβύτερος), indicating that the elder in the Church, the presbyter, through experience accumulated over the years and through trials faced and overcome, must be particularly “in tune” with the inner dynamic of the Paschal Mystery. How many times, dear Brothers who have just received the cardinalatial dignity, have you found in these words matter for meditation and a source of spiritual inspiration to follow in the footsteps of the crucified and risen Lord! The demands that your new responsibility places upon you will confirm these words in a new and exacting way. More closely linked to the Successor of Peter, you will be called to work together with him in accomplishing his particular ecclesial service, and this will mean for you a more intense participation in the mystery of the Cross as you share in the sufferings of Christ. All of us are truly witnesses of his sufferings today, in the world and also in the Church, and hence we also have a share in his glory. And so you will be able to draw more abundantly upon the sources of grace and to disseminate their life-giving fruits more effectively to those around you.”. (24 March 2006 – Mass on the occasion of the Consistory to create 15 new cardinals) .
Venerable and dear Brothers, I want to sum up the meaning of this new call that you have received in the word which I placed at the heart of my first Encyclical: caritas. This matches well the colour of your cardinalatial robes. May the scarlet that you now wear always express the caritas Christi, inspiring you to a passionate love for Christ, for his Church and for all humanity. You now have an additional motive to seek to rekindle in yourselves those same sentiments that led the incarnate Son of God to pour out his blood in atonement for the sins of the whole world. I am counting on you, venerable Brothers, I am counting on the entire College into which you are being incorporated, to proclaim to the world that “Deus caritas est”, and to do so above all through the witness of sincere communion among Christians: “By this”, said Jesus, “all people will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another” (Jn 13:35). I am counting on you, dear Brother Cardinals, to ensure that the principle of love will spread far and wide, and will give new life to the Church at every level of her hierarchy, in every group of the faithful, in every religious Institute, in every spiritual, apostolic or humanitarian initiative. I am counting on you to see to it that our common endeavour to fix our gaze on Christ’s open Heart will hasten and secure our path towards the full unity of Christians. I am counting on you to see to it that the Church’s solicitude for the poor and needy challenges the world with a powerful statement on the civilization of love. All this I see symbolized in the scarlet with which you are now invested. May it truly be a symbol of ardent Christian love shining forth in your lives

 (24 March 2006 – Mass on the occasion of the Consistory to create 15 new cardinals) 
Communications
Saint Paul reminds us that through Christ we are no longer strangers and aliens but citizens with the saints and members of the household of God, growing into a holy temple, a dwelling place for God (cf. Eph. 2:19-22). This sublime portrayal of a life of communion engages all aspects of our lives as Christians and for you, in a particular way, points to the challenge to encourage the social communications and entertainment industries to be protagonists of truth and promoters of the peace that ensues from lives lived in accordance with that liberating truth. As you well know, such a commitment demands principled courage and resolve, on the part of those who own and work within the hugely influential media industry, to ensure that promotion of the common good is never sacrificed to a self-serving quest for profit or an ideological agenda with little public accountability. In reflecting on such concerns I am confident that your study of my beloved Predecessor’s Apostolic Letter The Rapid Development, will be of great assistance. I also wished in my message this year to draw particular attention to the urgent need to uphold and support marriage and family life, the foundation of every culture and society. In cooperation with parents, the social communications and entertainment industries can assist in the difficult but sublimely satisfying vocation of bringing up children, through presenting edifying models of human life and love. How disheartening and destructive it is to us all when the opposite occurs! Do not our hearts cry out, most especially, when our young people are subjected to debased or false expressions of love which ridicule the God-given dignity of the human person and undermine family interests? In conclusion, I urge you to renew your efforts to assist those working in the world of media to promote what is good and true, especially in regard to the meaning of human and social existence, and to denounce what is false, especially pernicious trends which erode the fabric of a civil society worthy of the human person. Let us be encouraged by the words of Saint Paul: Christ is our peace: In him we are one (cf. Eph. 2:14)! And let us work together to build up the communion of love according to the designs of the Creator made known through his Son! To all of you, your colleagues, and the members of your families at home I cordially impart my Apostolic Blessing. (17 March 2006 –  audience to participants at plenary of Pontifical Council for Social Communications) 

Contemplation

No one, however, is permitted to live "on Tabor" while on earth. Indeed, human existence is a journey of faith and as such, moves ahead more in shadows than in full light, and is no stranger to moments of obscurity and also of complete darkness. While we are on this earth, our relationship with God takes place more by listening than by seeing; and the same contemplation comes about, so to speak, with closed eyes, thanks to the interior light that is kindled in us by the Word of God. Mary's pilgrimage of faith The Virgin Mary herself, among all human creatures the closest to God, still had to walk day after day in a pilgrimage of faith (cf. Lumen Gentium, n. 58), constantly guarding and meditating on in her heart the Word that God addressed to her through Holy Scripture and through the events of the life of her Son, in whom she recognized and welcomed the Lord's mysterious voice. And so, this is the gift and duty for each one of us during the season of Lent:  to listen to Christ, like Mary. To listen to him in his Word, contained in Sacred Scripture. To listen to him in the events of our lives, seeking to decipher in them the messages of Providence. Finally, to listen to him in our brothers and sisters, especially in the lowly and the poor, to whom Jesus himself demands our concrete love. To listen to Christ and obey his voice:  this is the principle way, the only way, that leads to the fullness of joy and of love”. (12 March 2006 – Angelus) 
Christ-the Church
“Following the Catechesis on the Psalms and Canticles of Lauds and of Vespers, I would like to dedicate the upcoming Wednesday Audiences to the mystery of the relationship between Christ and the Church, reflecting upon it from the experience of the Apostles, in light of the duty entrusted to them. The Church was built on the foundation of the Apostles as a community of faith, hope and charity. Through the Apostles, we come to Jesus himself. The Church begins to establish herself when some fishermen of Galilee meet Jesus, allowing themselves to be won over by his gaze, his voice, his warm and strong invitation:  "Follow me, and I will make you become fishers of men" (Mk 1: 17; Mt 4: 19). At the start of the third millennium, my beloved Predecessor John Paul II invited the Church to contemplate the Face of Christ (cf. Novo Millennio Ineunte, n. 16 ff.). Continuing in the same direction, I would like to show, in the Catechesis that I begin today, how it is precisely the light of that Face that is reflected on the face of the Church (cf. Lumen Gentium, n. 1), notwithstanding the limits and shadows of our fragile and sinful humanity. After Mary, a pure reflection of the light of Christ, it is from the Apostles, through their word and witness, that we receive the truth of Christ. Their mission is not isolated, however, but is situated within a mystery of communion that involves the entire People of God and is carried out in stages from the Old to the New Covenant. 

”. (15 March 2006 – General audience) 

“In this regard, it must be said that the message of Jesus is completely misunderstood if it is separated from the context of the faith and hope of the Chosen People:  like John the Baptist, his direct Precursor, Jesus above all addresses Israel (cf. Mt 15: 24) in order to "gather" it together in the eschatological time that arrived with him. And like that of John, the preaching of Jesus is at the same time a call of grace and a sign of contradiction and of justice for the entire People of God. And so, from the first moment of his salvific activity, Jesus of Nazareth strives to gather together the People of God. Even if his preaching is always an appeal for personal conversion, in reality he continually aims to build the People of God whom he came to bring together, purify and save. As a result, therefore, an individualistic interpretation of Christ's proclamation of the Kingdom, specific to liberal theology, is unilateral and without foundation, as a great liberal theologian Adolf von Harnack summed it up in the year 1900 in his lessons on The essence of Christianity:  "The Kingdom of God, insofar as it comes in single individuals, is able to enter their soul and is welcomed by them. The Kingdom of God is the dominion of God, certainly, but it is the dominion of the holy God in individual hearts" (cf. Third Lesson, 100 ff.). In reality, this individualism of liberal theology is a typically modern accentuation:  in the perspective of biblical tradition and on the horizon of Judaism, where the work of Jesus is situated in all its novelty, it is clear that the entire mission of the Son-made-flesh has a communitarian finality. He truly came to unite dispersed humanity; he truly came to unite the People of God. ”. (15 March 2006 – General audience) 
Dialogue
“I would like to express to all who are listening to me at this moment the hope that they will be able to feel truly involved in this great dialogue of truth. In the world of the media, as we know, opposing voices are not absent. The existence of this voice that truly wants to put itself at the service of the truth, of Christ and thus of peace and reconciliation in the world, is very important. I hope that those who work here can be effective instruments of this great work of the Lord's peace. I thank you for all that you do day after day, perhaps also night after night. I hope that the listeners who are themselves involved in this great dialogue may also become witnesses of the truth and a force for peace in the world”. (3 March 2006 – Visit to Vatican Radio) 
Work
“Dear brothers and sisters, today's Eucharistic Celebration, which combines the commemoration of St Joseph with meditation on the liturgical texts of the Third Sunday of Lent, gives us the opportunity to consider in the light of the Paschal Mystery another important aspect of human life. I am referring to the reality of work, which exists today in the midst of rapid and complex changes. In many passages, the Bible shows that work is one of the original conditions of the human being. When the Creator shaped man in his image and likeness, he asked him to till the land (cf. Gn 2: 5-6). It was because of the sin of our first parents that work became a burden and an affliction (cf. Gn 3: 6-8), but in the divine plan it retains its value, unaltered. The Son of God, by making himself like us in all things, dedicated himself for many years to manual activities, so that he was known as "the carpenter's son" (cf. Mt 13: 55). ”. (19 March 2006 – Homily per la Santa Messa dei lavoratori) 
“Work is of fundamental importance to the fulfilment of the human being and to the development of society. Thus, it must always be organized and carried out with full respect for human dignity and must always serve the common good. 

At the same time, it is indispensable that people not allow themselves to be enslaved by work or idolize it, claiming to find in it the ultimate and definitive meaning of life. 

The invitation contained in the First Reading is appropriate in this regard:  "Remember to keep holy the Sabbath day. Six days you may labour and do all your work, but the seventh day is the Sabbath of the Lord, your God" (Ex 20:  8-9). The Sabbath is a holy day, that is, a day consecrated to God on which man understands better the meaning of his life and his work. It can therefore be said that the biblical teaching on work is crowned by the commandment of rest. 

The Compendium of the Social Doctrine of the Church speaks opportunely of this:  "For man, bound as he is to the necessity of work, this rest opens to the prospect of a fuller freedom, that of the eternal Sabbath (cf. Heb 4: 9-10). Rest gives men and women the possibility to remember and experience anew God's work from Creation to Redemption, in order to recognize themselves as his work (cf. Eph 2: 10), and to give thanks for their lives and for their subsistence to him who is their author" (n. 258). 

" (n. 258)”. (19 March 2006 – Homily per la Santa Messa dei lavoratori) 

“Work must serve the true good of humanity, permitting "men as individuals and as members of society to pursue and fulfil their total vocation" (Gaudium et Spes, n. 35). For this to happen, technical and professional qualifications, although necessary, do not suffice; nor does the creation of a just social order, attentive to the common good. It is necessary to live a spirituality that helps believers to sanctify themselves through their work, imitating St Joseph, who had to provide with his own hands for the daily needs of the Holy Family and whom, consequently, the Church holds up as Patron of workers. His witness shows that man is the subject and protagonist of work. I would like to entrust to St Joseph those young people who are finding integration into the working world difficult, the unemployed and everyone who is suffering hardship due to the widespread employment crisis. Together with Mary, his Spouse, may St Joseph watch over all workers and obtain serenity and peace for families and for the whole of humanity. 

May Christians, looking at this great Saint, learn to witness in every working environment to the love of Christ, the source of true solidarity and lasting peace. Amen! ” (19 March 2006 – Homily Mass with Workers) 
Religious Freedom
“By a providential coincidence, the Consistory took place on 24 March, when we commemorated the missionaries who died during the past year on the frontiers of evangelization and in the service of humanity in various parts of the globe. Thus, the Consistory was an opportunity to feel closer than ever to all those Christians who suffer persecution in the cause of the faith. Their witness, news of which we receive every day, and especially the sacrifice of those who were killed, is edifying to us and spurs us to make an ever more sincere and generous commitment to evangelize. My thoughts go in particular to those communities who live in countries where religious freedom is lacking or where, despite the fact that it is allowed on paper, it is actually restricted in many ways. I send them warm encouragement to persevere patiently in the love of Christ, a seed of the Kingdom of God that is coming, indeed, already exists in the world. On behalf of the entire Church, I would like to express the warmest solidarity to all who work at the service of the Gospel in these difficult situations, and at the same time I assure them of my daily remembrance in prayer”. (26 March 2006 – Angelus) 
Mission
“From the outset, the Christian People has been clearly aware of the importance of sharing the riches of this love with those who do not yet know Christ through constant missionary activity. 

The need to reaffirm this commitment has been felt even more forcefully in recent years, because in the modern epoch, as my beloved Predecessor John Paul II observed, the missio ad gentes has sometimes seemed to be slowing down because of difficulties due to changes in humanity's anthropological, cultural, social and religious contexts. 

Today, the Church is called to embrace new challenges and be ready to enter into dialogue with different cultures and religions, seeking with every person of good will to build peaceful coexistence between peoples. 

Thus, the area of the missio ad gentes appears to have been considerably extended and cannot be defined solely on the basis of geographical or juridical considerations; indeed, the missionary activity of the People of God is not only intended for non-Christian peoples and distant lands, but above all for social and cultural contexts and hearts”. (11 March 2006 –  audience to participants at a Conference to mark the 40 anniversary of the Decree Ad Gentes) 
“Carrying out this mandate faithfully demands patience and foresight, courage and humility, listening to God and alert discernment of the "signs of the times". The conciliar Decree Ad Gentes reveals the Church's awareness that, in order that "what was accomplished [by the Lord] for the salvation of all men may, in the course of time, achieve its universal effect" (n. 3), it is necessary to take the same way as Christ, a way that leads to death on the cross. 

Indeed, evangelizing action "must walk the road Christ himself walked, a way of poverty and obedience, of service and self-sacrifice even to death, a death from which he emerged victorious..." (ibid., n. 5). Yes! The Church is called to serve the humanity of our time by trusting in Jesus alone, by allowing herself to be illumined by his Word and imitating him in the generous gift of herself to his brethren. She is an instrument in his hands and therefore does what she can, conscious that the One who does everything is the Lord. ”. (11 March 2006 –  audience to participants at a Conference to mark the 40 anniversary of the Decree Ad Gentes) 
“It is your task, by your words and your witness of life, to call people to find Christ in the power of the Spirit and to strengthen them in the living faith. I warmly hope that the riches of your preaching, your concern to promote structured catechesis and to guarantee a demanding initial and continuing formation for catechists, your support for theological research and the attention you pay to your ministry of sanctification will give rise to a new impetus of holiness in the Communities. Christians will then be able to take their place and act competently in social and political milieus and in the economy, proposing to their compatriots an ideal of the person and of society that conforms with basic human values and the teachings of the Church's social doctrine. The Church is called to become more and more a home and school of communion. From this perspective the work done together in a spirit of charity, in your Episcopal Conference composed of French-speaking and English-speaking Bishops, is already in itself an eloquent sign of that unity which you experience, and serves to carry forward the evangelisation of your people, marked by ethnic differences. I encourage you to continue in this direction, showing by your words and writings how the Catholic Church takes to heart the promotion of the well-being and dignity of all the People of Cameroon without exception, and the fulfilment of their profound aspirations to unity, peace, justice and fraternity. 

”. (18 March 2006 –  audience to Bishops of Cameroon in visita ad limina) 

Lent
“It is a favourable time when the Church invites Christians to have a keener awareness of the redeeming work of Christ and to live their Baptism in greater depth. Indeed, in this liturgical season, the People of God from the earliest times have drawn abundant nourishment from the Word of God to strengthen their faith, reviewing the entire history of creation and redemption.” (1 March 2006 – General audience) 

“With its 40-day duration, Lent has an indisputably evocative power. Indeed, it intends to recall some of the events that marked the life and history of ancient Israel, presenting its paradigmatic value anew also to us. We think, for example, of the 40 days of the great flood that led to God's Covenant with Noah, and hence, with humanity, and of the 40 days that Moses spent on Mount Sinai, after which he was given the Tables of the Law. The Lenten period is meant to serve as an invitation to relive with Jesus the 40 days he spent in the desert, praying and fasting, in preparation for his public mission. Today, we too, together with all the world's Christians, are spiritually setting out towards Calvary on a journey of reflection and prayer, meditating on the central mysteries of the faith. We will thus prepare ourselves to experience, after the mystery of the Cross, the joy of Easter”. (1 March 2006 – General audience) 

“The Lenten journey, by bringing us close to God, enables us to look upon our brethren and their needs with new eyes. Those who begin to recognize God, to look at the face of Christ, also see their brother with other eyes, discover their brother, what is good for him, what is bad for him, his needs. Lent, therefore, as a time of listening to the truth, is a favourable moment to convert to love, because the deep truth, the truth of God, is at the same time love”. (1 March 2006 – General audience) 
“May these be days of reflection and of intense prayer, in which we let ourselves be guided by the Word of God, which the liturgy offers to us in abundance. May Lent also be a time of fasting, penance and watchfulness of ourselves, and may we be convinced that the fight against sin is never-ending, because temptation is a daily reality and we all experience fragility and delusion. Lastly, through almsgiving and doing good to others, may Lent be an opportunity for sincere sharing with our brethren of the gifts that we have received, and of attention to the needs of the poorest and most abandoned people. On this penitential journey, may we be accompanied by Mary, Mother of the Redeemer, who is a teacher of listening and of faithful adherence to God. May the Virgin Most Holy help us to arrive purified and renewed in mind and in spirit, to celebrate the great mystery of Christ's Pasch. With these sentiments, I wish you all a good and productive Lent”. (1 March 2006 – General audience)

 “Lent reminds us, therefore, that Christian life is a never-ending combat in which the "weapons" of prayer, fasting and penance are used. Fighting against evil, against every form of selfishness and hate, and dying to oneself to live in God is the ascetic journey that every disciple of Jesus is called to make with humility and patience, with generosity and perseverance. Following the divine Teacher in docility makes Christians witnesses and apostles of peace. We might say that this inner attitude also helps us to highlight more clearly what response Christians should give to the violence that is threatening peace in the world. It should certainly not be revenge, nor hatred nor even flight into a false spiritualism. The response of those who follow Christ is rather to take the path chosen by the One who, in the face of the evils of his time and of all times, embraced the Cross with determination, following the longer but more effective path of love. Following in his footsteps and united to him, we must all strive to oppose evil with good, falsehood with truth and hatred with love. In the Encyclical Deus Caritas Est, I wanted to present this love as the secret of our personal and ecclesial conversion. Referring to Paul's words to the Corinthians, "the love of Christ urges us on" (II Cor 5: 14), I stressed that "the consciousness that, in Christ, God has given himself for us, even unto death, must inspire us to live no longer for ourselves but for him, and, with him, for others" (n. 33). 

" (n. 33)”. (1 March 2006 - Homily Ash Wednesday 1 March at Basilica Santa Sabina) 

St Joseph
“The figure of this great Saint, even though remaining somewhat hidden, is of fundamental importance in the history of salvation. Above all, as part of the tribe of Judah, he united Jesus to the Davidic lineage so that, fulfilling the promises regarding the Messiah, the Son of the Virgin Mary may truly be called the "son of David". The Gospel of Matthew highlights in a special way the Messianic prophecies which reached fulfilment through the role that Joseph played:  the birth of Jesus in Bethlehem (2: 1-6); his journey through Egypt, where the Holy Family took refuge (2: 13-15); the nickname, the "Nazarene" (2: 22-23). In all of this he showed himself, like his spouse Mary, an authentic heir of Abraham's faith:  faith in God who guides the events of history according to his mysterious salvific plan. His greatness, like Mary's, stands out even more because his mission was carried out in the humility and hiddenness of the house of Nazareth. Moreover, God himself, in the person of his Incarnate Son, chose this way and style of life - humility and hiddenness - in his earthly existence. ”. (19 March 2006 - Angelus) 
“From the example of St Joseph we all receive a strong invitation to carry out with fidelity, simplicity and modesty the task that Providence has entrusted to us. I think especially of fathers and mothers of families, and I pray that they will always be able to appreciate the beauty of a simple and industrious life, cultivating the conjugal relationship with care and fulfilling with enthusiasm the great and difficult educational mission. To priests, who exercise a paternal role over Ecclesial Communities, may St Joseph help them love the Church with affection and complete dedication, and may he support consecrated persons in their joyous and faithful observance of the evangelical counsels of poverty, chastity and obedience. May he protect workers throughout the world so that they contribute with their different professions to the progress of the whole of humanity, and may he help every Christian to fulfil God's will with confidence and love, thereby cooperating in the fulfilment of the work of salvation” (19 March 2006 - Angelus) 
INTERVENTUS SUPER QUAESTIONES

Dialogue
Roma – 2nd World Meeting of Imams and Rabbis for Peace” in Seville 19- 22 March, 
The Meeting is organised by the Hommes du Parole Foundation which aims to use human speech as a channel for building peace among different communities. The first meeting was held in Brussels in 2005. On that occasion after initial perplexity also on the part of the organisers, Imams and Rabbis expressed freely their ideas about religious and cultural diversity. The principal theme of this second Meeting is the vital importance of education and knowledge for breaking down barriers of prejudice, fear and insecurity in relations between followers of Islam and Judaism. The organisers asked Fr Justo Lacunza-Balda  rector of the Pontifical Institute for Arabic and Islamic Studies in Rome to moderate the first session of the debate. This is the first time that a representative of a Pontifical Institute of the Holy See has been asked to moderate a discussion  between Imams and Rabbis representing communities, nations and institutions of the worlds of Islam and Judaism. The participants scheduled to take part include 53 rabbis and 62 imams and 71 experts on both religions from Canada, Great Britain, Belgium, Denmark, Estonia, France, Germany, Holland, Italy, Israel, Iran, Norway, Nigeria, Côte d'Ivoire, Kenya,  Poland, Jordan, Turkey, Rumania, Venezuela, United States, Singapore, Tanzania, Tajikistan, Russia, Morocco, Switzerland, Ukraine. (See biographical note on Fr. Lacuna below)

Padre Lacunza why is this Meeting important?

In a profoundly secularised world meetings of religious leaders are an opportunity to discover common values, a valuable contribution towards solving social problems, a way of building peace together integrating differences and  pluralism. Religion is a most sensitive issue today. So a Meeting like the one in Seville is an opportunity to placate anger, heal wounds and find new ways of building our societies together. Constructive dialogue, frank dialogue, sharing of ideas and experience is an excellent way to accelerate efforts to stop conflicts, wars and violence. Dialogue is never a waste of time because it is communication with others of life, convictions shared, values emphasised, working together in a world where societies and nations are caged in by walls indifference, inertia, apathy. Interreligious and intercultural dialogue is the logical consequence of a global, inter-connected, inter-dependent world. 

Free market policies, which reduce people to facts and figures, are in danger of overlooking the precarious conditions of millions of people immersed in hardship and poverty. Bringing interlocutors of different religious traditions to put the human person back at the centre of things means calling attention to something common to all human societies regardless of differences. The Church’s universal spirit is the light which illuminates this journey and acts as a guide on this path.

The importance of this international Meeting can be summarised in three points: the need to come together, the important theme chosen, the focus on relations between Jews and Muslims. The political situation in recent months demands that religious leaders have the opportunity and desire to discuss matters which affect social life. The violence, conflicts, attacks launched in the name of religion make it necessary to come together in view of reaching solutions, peaceful co-existence, effective collaboration and reciprocal respect in diversity of beliefs. This is why the theme chosen for the Meeting touches two foundations of human society, education and knowledge which allow adaptation of the diversity of the different cultures in a civil and respectful manner. Jews and Muslims in recent years have had difficulty in speaking frankly to each other because on both sides an attitude of being in the right prevails. Today Jews and Muslims see that violence, conflict and hatred are not solutions to problems which can be better overcome by talking and listening. This Meeting brings together prominent Jews and Muslims from institutions, universities, study centres mosques and synagogues. It will be an opportunity to share ideas and convictions without fear of being judged or condemned. Each speaker will play a leading role at a Meeting where no one is simply a spectator and all are deeply involved. The importance of the Meeting lies in the fact that Jews and Muslims live side by side with Christians and members of other world religions and so it is inevitable, and above all necessary, for them to meet and dialogue. Better relations between Jews and Muslims affects also the quality and direction of relations with Christians. Many participants come from trouble spots where religion is exploited to strike and destroy those who are different, rather than to build together a better society. Most of the participants have never met each other before and the fact that they will meet is a step towards better reciprocal understanding, listening to real problems and finding the right answers. For example war and conflict waste human and natural resources, create enmity, poverty and violence. The question of religion cannot be reduced to mere ritual exercise it must involve everyone regardless of faith or culture because the human person must be put at the centre of every human society. In fact the Christian faith leads us to see and respect others not as travelling companions but as brothers and sisters created in the image of God.

What will be your role in this Meeting?

Besides moderating, co-ordinating interventions and helping participants use  the tools of ideas, experience and words to build together, I feel I must a be living witness of the Church’s universal spirit, the light of Christ “who illuminates every person”, of the Church’s concern for all peoples, of Deus caritas est of Pope Benedict XVI. My role is not limited to the sessions of work and debate. I will also speak informally and personally with people, answer questions about the Church’s activity, the Christian faith, our relations with other religions. I am aware that my Christian faith should be “salt and leaven”, a small mirror in which the participants will see the essence of Christian faith “love of God and neighbour”. 

The organisers asked a Catholic priest, an expert in Islamic matters and rector of a Pontifical Institute specialised in Arabic-Islamic studies, to moderate discussion between leaders of different religions. I consider this an important sign of the Catholic Church’s role in diffusing a culture of respect, freedom, and collaboration. I think that as the moderator I will try to discern between real and imaginary problems between Jews and Muslims, such as for example, how they address one another, view each other’s religion and treat each other. My role will be to keep the paths of communications open so that dialectics can build and polemic will not destroy. It will also be important to build trust between the participants and create an environment where they can speak frankly and make proposals concerning education and knowledge to help achieve harmony, respect and peace at the local and international level. 

The leading actors are imams and rabbis taking about peace. What is the significance of your presence as a representative of a Pontifical Institute?

As the title of the Meeting shows Christian religious leaders are not involved in the discussion. However I think  the presence of a Catholic moderator has a twofold function – of listening and of the spoken word –  which can be traced to the essence of the Christian faith. The founder of the Christian Church spent most of his time listening, learning and growing in awareness of his identity. It was only after 30 years spent with his family in Nazareth that Jesus began his public life of teaching. In this sense the Catholic Church follows the example of her founder and strives to “incarnate” the message of Jesus in humanity. 
Why education and knowledge?

These two subjects are indispensable in a world where science, technology and life itself demand constant updating of knowledge. Our societies cannot be managed only with sacred texts which are indispensable, an important role is played by secular education which helps the person form a liberal, critical spirit and develop talents. Education and knowledge are the basis for personal decision making. Education and knowledge allow a person to know a different religion and culture without fear. Discovery of others helps clarify one’s own identity and prepare for positive and constructive comparison. Ignorance is the direct route to an attitude of condemnation and polemic. Lack of knowledge of other religions is a source of prejudice and certain contraposition more or less violent. Knowledge and education help us consider the other person as a necessary and indispensable interlocutor who helps us grow in our own faith, mature our convictions and live with a deep sense of freedom in pluralism of cultures and religions. Putting different cultures together creates a superior culture. 

What difficulties hinder relations between religious leaders?

Diffidence,  prejudice and condemnation are some of the greatest obstacles. On the one hand there are those who believe they are right, who never question their way of seeing, understanding and speaking. It will be good at this international gathering for religious leaders to have an opportunity to unload a burden of grievances and complaints. This fact is a necessary condition for filling that emptied space with new ideas, a new way of thinking, a new point of view, to consider others on the same level, with the same dignity, with the same respect. In this sense problems can be faced more serenely and solutions can be found which are acceptable and valid for all.  Dialogue between religious leaders cannot be ideology without content, instead it must be a way to work together to face the challenges of our world, from poverty to human rights, from religious freedom to minority rights, from economic precariousness to the dignity of every human person. 

The problems are about the weight of history where Jewish communities practised their religion not as a right to religious freedom, but because it was allowed by the laws of an Islamic state. In the last 50 years, since the creation of the State of Israel to our day, relations between Muslim and Jewish leaders have been conditioned by the Israel-Palestine question. The problem emerges every time they meet. Another sensitive issue is that of text books which often use unsuitable language to describe the other religion. Another problem is the diffused idea among Muslim leaders that European and US politics are strongly influenced by lobbies led by the State of  Israel. While Jewish religious leaders think all Muslim religious leaders support the cause of Palestine and are enemies of  Israel and the Jewish people. Statements issued by Al-Qaeda and the President of Iran have had a negative impact on relations between Jewish and Muslim religious leaders. These relations were poisoned even further by attacks on mosques and synagogues. 

Do you know any the religious leaders you will meet in Seville ? 

I know many of the participants personally. I would underline the presence of imams and rabbis from the Gaza Strip and from Israel. Considering the existing tension between Palestinians and Israelis their presence could open a crack in the door to allow the genie of respect, rights and personal identity to slip in.  

(1) – Spanish born Fr Justo Lacunza-Balda rector of the Pontifical Institute for Arabic and Islamic Studies PISAI in Rome, is a member of the Society of the Missionaries of Africa or White Fathers. He has been a missionary in Tanzania where he had contact with Muslim communities for the first time. He studied Arabic and Islam at the PISAI and then obtained a doctorate in African languages and cultures with a specialisation in Islam and Swahili at the School of Oriental and African Studies (SOAS) of the University of London, one of the most prestigious in the world. Fr Justo Lacunza-Balda is considered one of the world’s greatest experts in Islamic questions and a scholar in Christian/Muslim relations. Fr Lacunza has always been deeply committed to promoting dialogue of faiths and cultures. (R.F.) (Agenzia Fides 16/3/2006 – Righe 159,  parole  2.213)     

Matrimonio

Arizona - “Why is marriage important for the Catholic Church?” is the question-title of a Pastoral Statement dated March 1 issued by the Catholic Bishops of Arizona in the United States. In a joint statement Bishop Donald E. Pelotte Gallup, Bishop Gerald Kicanas of Tucson and Bishop Thomas Olmsted of Phoenix express profound concern for a growing movement in favour of equalling same sex unions with marriage. In response to this movement the Bishops urge citizens to “reflect deeply on the real meaning of marriage in itself”.  


The Bishops define marriage “marriage as designed by God, is a faithful, exclusive, lifelong union of a man and a woman joined in an intimate community of life and love They commit themselves completely to each other and to the wondrous responsibility of bringing children into the world and caring for them”. They say these truths are not purely religious “the truths about marriage are found in the order of nature and can be perceived by human reason” and they are confirmed by Sacred Scripture and the teaching of the Church. For the Church marriage is also a  sacrament, “a saving realty and a path to holiness” which allows the world to see “something of the faithful, creative, self-emptying, abundantly life-giving love of our Lord.”.    


“In marriage, husband and wife give themselves totally to each other in their masculinity and femininity, and only such a sexual union can cooperate with God in the procreation of new human life.” Therefore “Only such a union fulfils God’s plan both for sexuality and for marriage itself”. In this the Bishops affirm, “so-called “same-sex unions” lack both natural complementarity and the ability to generate new human life naturally. They have a different meaning entirely.” The statement recognises that marriage is the foundation of society and the place which offer the best conditions for educating children.   


In the present situation the Catholic Bishops of the state of Arizona express their commitment “to preserve the unique and irreplaceable status that marriage always has held in our society.” They express full support for the  Protect Marriage Arizona initiative and call on all citizens in Arizona “to preserve the definition of marriage as between one man and one woman” by supporting this initiative. (RG) (Agenzia Fides 7/3/2006 – righe 30, parole 410) 

See declaration in English 

http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/chieselocali/chieselocali.php?id=215
Mission
Pamplona - This year the annual Xavier pilgrimages in Javier, Pamplona, will be marked by special joy for the 5th centenary of the birth of Saint Francis Xavier patron saint of missions and patron of the Navarra region of Spain. The two days of pilgrimage, Sunday March 5 and Saturday March 11 will have the  slogan “Go out into the whole world”. The Sunday 5 March the pilgrimage will close with a 10.30 mass in the Castle Square presided by Archbishop Fernando Sebastian of Pamplona. The pilgrimage on March 11 will close with a Mass at 7pm. To mark the special centenary year there sill be a Javierada for priests on March 9 and one for senior citizens on march 19.   


For the occasion the relics of St Francis Xavier usually kept in Rome at the Church of Gesu will be sent to Pamplona. On March 3 the relics will be welcomed by Jesuit provincial superior Fr. Elías Royón who will accompany them to the Cathedral where they will be met by the Archbishop. The relics will then be taken to Javier and remain there until 20 April. They will be exposed for the veneration of the faithful in the basilica in the Castle the saintly missionary’s actual birthplace. On April 20 the relics will be moved to St Francis Borja parish church in Madrid until 24 April when they will be returned to Rome.    

On 7 April the birthday of St Francis there will be a solemn Mass at the Francisco de Jasso auditorium presided by the Jesuit prepositor general Fr. Peter-Hans Kolvenbach, in the presence of all Jesuit Provincial superiors, local and international religious and civil authorities.  Other centenary initiatives include a Congress on the figure of St Francis Xavier 27 March 2 April in Navarra, attended by experts from Universities in Spain, Portugal and Japan; and 21 - 23 April a Youth Mission Meeting.. (RG) (Agenzia Fides 1/3/2006 - righe 26, parole 363)

Tokyo -  “Where will Japan’s Church be in a quarter of a century? What are the challenges she faces, the priorities for evangelisation?”. With statistics and forecasts concerning population trends in mind, the weekly news bulletin of the Japanese Bishops’ Conference Japan Catholic News also visible at www.cbcj.catholic.jp looked at projections and opinions regard the Church in Japan in 25 years time.
According to a report issued by the National Institute of Population and Social Security Research, Japan’s population will peak at 127 million in the year 2006 and fall to 117 million by the year 2030. That means a decline of 8% due to a declining birth rate. The percentage of the over 65s will increase to constitute 30% of the population. The family is also affected by change, increase in divorces, one parent families. Church and society change with the numbers of immigrants in Japan also on the rise
Looking at Church statistics the number of Japanese Catholics has remained at a steady  a 450,000 over the past 10 years and adult baptisms averaged over 5,000 a years in the 10 year period. But last year the number fell to 3,000. In other words a decline in numbers all round is accelerating. 
Against this background the bulletin asked the opinion of bishops, clergy, theologians and lay people. Bishop Kikuchi Isao of Niigata replied “I hope for a time when a positive sharing among bishops, clergy and laity will help the community face the challenges presented by modern society. This will require a change in the way priests regard themselves as well as the image that people have of priests. The Church community needs a change of heart founded in faith”, and more importance should be given to the role of lay people in the work of evangelisation.

Fr. Takabatake Masayuki of Hiroshima, agrees: “I would like to see diocese and parishes facilitate team ministry of laity, priests and religious working to build an open Church worthy of the people’s trust: this would be a good investment for the future”.

Sr. Anna Alvrado Missionary Sisters of the Immaculate Conception said: “My wish is for an active Church equipped to confront the many varied problems in society. We need to provide space for opportunity, there must be no nationality hierarchies or distinctions. If people are to walk together they will have feel they are part of a community”. Another woman religious Sr. Hara Keiko wishes for  “lay people to be authentic missionaries with  theological formation in institutes or seminaries. In a word a well trained laity ready for evangelisation”.

The Church is always in need of conversion and renewal “going out to meet people, neighbours, people of others faiths, the little people in society”, says layman Yakushinji Ayano from Fukukoa diocese. Forty-one year old Mitou Shouji from Hiroshima said “the Church must give ever more space and attention to young people”. 

Theologian and historian Jesuit Fr. Kawamura Shinzo stresses the need to “aim for quality rather than quantity of the faithful”, noting that “what is important is for Christians to be properly informed about their religion, so they may bear witness in every walk of life ”. He voices appreciation for “cross diocesan organisations called ‘confraria’ set up in the 14th century by the laity when bishops and priests fell victim to the Black Death which overran Europe reducing the populations by a quarter or a half. He also said that gatherings such as World Youth Day are proof that young people can achieve a solidarity than transcends diocesan and national boundaries”, which builds up the faith all over the world. 

The article ends on a note of sure hope:  “<A dreadful age this!> are the words heard in every age, but gradually the needed wisdom emerges, the Holy Spirit will surely guide us”.(Agenzia Fides 02/03/2006 Righe: 46 Parole: 475)

Quaresima

Jerusalem (Fides Service) – In his Message for Lent 2006 the Latin Patriarch of Jerusalem Michel Sabbah underlined that despite the difficulties and suffering they experience Christians in the Holy Land must realise that however poor, they, like all disciples of Christ, have something to give and something important, that is love.  “The purpose of our Lenten message is to focus attention on the role of charity in our life as a Church. It is true that we are a poor Church that receives from others, but we must remember that we also have the capacity to love and therefore to give” the Patriarch told his people.

In his message in which he refers to Pope Benedict XVI’s first Encyclical ‘Deus Caritas Est’ and the Papal Message for Lent, the Latin Patriarch of Jerusalem stressed the need to re-educate Christians in the Holy Land and teach them that “ even when they are living in need and in poverty, how to recognise and live the richness of the communion that existed in the first Church of Jerusalem”, and he concluded: “Our love for everyone without distinction will keep us from transforming our faith and our life of communion with our community into denominationalism, or religious individualism, or aggressive fanaticism. "Make for yourselves a new heart and a new spirit," says Ezekiel (18, 31). We must strive for this.  We must renew ourselves in spirit in order to become ever-more capable of accepting the life God wants to give us all”. (Agenzia Fides 6/3/2006 Righe: 25 Parole: 251)
See the message in English and Italian
http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/chieselocali/chieselocali.php?id=217
QUAESTIONES

VATICAN - Planning and building God’s house. Contribution by Bishop Mauro Piacenza, President of the Pontifical  Commission for the Cultural Heritage of the Church. “A place of worship”
Vatican City (Fides Service) – The following article is the first in a series on the building of a Christian place of worship, a church,, which may be of help particularly in mission territories.      

Cardinal Leo Scheffczyk, with regard to Vatican II, noted that “attributed  with a sacramental structure and defined as a sacrament which transmits as a sacrament and in a sacramental manner the ‘personal sacrament’ Jesus Christ, the Church was liberated from a purely worldly and naturalistic understanding in the horizontal and ‘here and now’ sense’” (L. Sceffczyk, La Chiesa, Milan 1998, p. 38).

It is evident that this sacramental reality of the Church has immediate practical implications at the level of sign also regarding the actual building of a place of worship. The shape, interior arrangement and furniture must all express the theological and religious sense of a domus ecclesiae.

A Christian church starting from the outside is a sign of a community of believers in Christ and as such it is in itself presence, proclamation, testimony of the Kingdom of God here among us. Extending what Jesus said with regard to his disciples and the community of Christians, the place of worship must be like “town set on a hillside’ which cannot remain hidden (cfr Mt 5, 14 and parallel). 

Through the centuries church buildings, generally well integrated in urban fabric, have been monumental – like the Gothic cathedrals or Baroque churches – or more modest but nevertheless easily recognisable. The manner in which the Church presented her places of worship often went hand in hand with the idea she had of herself and wished to communicate to others. There was a period, fortunately brief, in which a mistaken concept of poverty or a need to be hidden, for ideological reasons, produced churches similar to the most banal civil construction totally lacking in visibility.

Today in the light of the authentic ecclesiology of Vatican II, we can think about churches distinct from homes for decor and dignity, although not luxurious; built using the best of human art and ingenuity not for ostentation but out of love for God; discreet but non anonymous. They should  be easily recognisable as Catholic places of worship, and built in such a way as to offer, by their mere presence, a joyous proclamation of the Gospel, particularly in our urban contexts now marked by religious plurality. Hence the necessity of the traditional bell tower which acts as a sign, for the eye and for the ear.

The church usually has “liminal” zones which articulate the passage from the outside to inside: front steps, facade, portal and atrium. They meet the faithful’s need for a space which distances from daily reality before entering the holy place, corresponding to the Sunday rest, which marks every week. These architectonic elements, far from causing a fracture, on the contrary connect the outside with the inside of the church where we celebrate the Liturgy of the Mass the “source and summit” of everyday life. Whereas for the believer they signify unity of faith and life, for those who do not believe or are searching, these elements should appear as a friendly invitation to enter. Not by chance churches often open onto the streets or the principal squares of the town or city.

Moreover careful choice of the iconographic programme for the facade, portal and church doors help these external architectonic elements integrate into the liturgical dynamics and paths of the sacraments of what is termed ‘Christian Initiation’ (baptism and confirmation), processions liturgical (Sunday Mass entrance procession, Palm Sunday and so forth) or devotional (Corpus Christi or patron saint’s feast days). Other external elements can be clear spiritual messages such as the sanctuary placed at the top of a flight of steps as a sign of a penitential or ascetic ‘going up’ to the Lord. 

Even the orientation of the church building, with the apse facing the east and the rising sun, who is Christ  (cf Lk 1, 78), helps faithful remember “always contemplate Jesus, the author and perfecter of our faith” (Heb 12, 2), not only during Mass or in prayers but every moment of the day and night. ( Mauro Piacenza, President of the Pontifical  Commission for the Cultural Heritage of the Church and President of Pontifical Commission for Sacred Archaeology  . (Agenzia Fides 7/3/2006 – Righe 53, parole 703)

VATICAN - Cardinal Crescenzio Sepe opens international convention on to mark 40th  anniversary of  the Council decree Ad gentes: “An act of homage to our heroic missionaries who spend their lives often in difficult and dangerous conditions so Christ may be announced and all men and women may receive salvation”

Vatican City (Fides Service) – An international Convention on the 40th anniversary of the Ad gentes Council decree being held at the Pontifical Urban University was opened this morning by Cardinal Crescenzio Sepe, Prefect of the Congregation for the Evangelisation of Peoples. The convention is promoted by the Congregation. In the opening address the Cardinal said: “For various reasons we had to delay this Convention long awaited by missiology scholars, missionary orders and institutes and Church movements involved in missionary activity, but above all our missionaries who announce  the Gospel all over the world and continually ask for help to carry on with enthusiasm their vocation to be witness of Christ ‘ad gentes’. Our Convention wishes also to be an act of homage to our heroic missionaries who spend their lives often in difficult and dangerous conditions so Christ may be announced and all men and women may receive salvation”.
After thanking the Lord “for inspiring the Council Fathers to reflect on the significance of mission which is fundamental in the life of the Church”,  Cardinal  Sepe remarked on some “originalities” in the document “Ad Gentes”: missionary opening of particular Churches and lay responsibility for missionary activity; precise guidelines for the organisation of missionary activity, the duties of the Congregation for the Evangelisation of Peoples and the Bishops’ Conferences. The decree identified the profound “sources” of the Church's mission and her missionary activity, illustrating them in the light of the Trinitarian life: “In the Trinity, the charity of the Father is the inexhaustible “source of love”, from which is born the new and definitive mission of the Son, achieved through the working of the Holy Spirit”. 

Cardinal Sepe recalled two specific ecclesiological ambits highlighted in the Decree: bishops and laity.  “The missionary duty falls first of all to the Bishops as leaders of the ecclesial communities and members of the college of bishops… lay missionary activity, particularly from the Council onwards, is one of the most surprising novelties and the most consoling riches of ad gentes missionary activity.” 

The Ad Gentes decree was the first  of a series of marvellous documents from the Popes and the bishops. “Today as we commemorate this Council Decree forty years on – Cardinal Sepe concluded-, we wish to follow in the theological, spiritual and pastoral wake of this “missionary teaching’ and continue with new enthusiasm and passion on the path Christ indicated to us, the mission of the Church which is ‘by nature missionary’.” (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 9/3/2006; righe 33, parole 428)

See address in Italian 

http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/congregazione/prefetto/prefetto.php?id=108#
VATICAN - Challenges and prospects for mission in Europe: interventions by Cardinal Joachim Meisner Archbishop of Cologne and Cardinal Vinko Pulijc Archbishop of Sarajevo

Vatican City (Fides Service) – The work of the international convention promoted by the Congregation for the Evangelisation of Peoples and the Pontifical Urban University on the occasion of the 40th anniversary of the Council decree Ad Gentes, will be devoted today Friday 10 March to  “Challenges and prospects for Mission” on the different continents. This significant panorama was opened by Cardinal Joachim Meisner Archbishop of Cologne, Germany, who spoke on the theme “Mission today in Europe. Challenges and prospects. Relationship between the Church in Europe and young Churches in mission territories”. “The Church, to deserve the attribute "apostolic", must be missionary– said Cardinal Meisner -. Mission should be seen not as some contingent activity, it belongs to the Church’s very nature. Indeed: it flows from the essence of God. Both foreign mission “in partibus infidelium” and home mission in Western countries, are a continuation of  the “Missio Dei”, whose source is God’s himself”. Speaking of Mission in Europe the Archbishop of Cologne said “today the Good News is being brought back from what were once missionary countries  to Europe, the new territory for mission”, and he underlined in particular that “Eastern European countries were for a long time under Communist rule and they are still partly under this influence; for decades those Christians were subject to massive oppression and so now they are but a small minority. 'Glasnost' and 'prestrojka' policies brought some freedom, but at the same time they brought also a task not to be undervalued, namely to find a new direction both political and religious. People in western Europe enjoy this freedom since World War II, but they are exposed to other currents some of which are no less threatening for Christianity”. In this situation the Church is called to re-evangelise the West of ancient Christian tradition, as the Archbishop of Cologne underlined: “In a society which has rightly been termed "post-Christian" today, even more than in the times of Saint Paul, the Church must bear witness to the "unknown God" (cfr Acts 17,23) to whom our societies erected altars many centuries ago”.

Describing the relation between the Church in Europe and young Churches in mission territories Cardinal Meisner said “although we cannot deny that the Church in the west has retained all its intellectual and spiritual treasures, it needs the complementary enrichment offered by young Churches… We need Asian and African Christians so the Christ of Europeans can be more convincing and solid. And Africans and Asians need us so that through our experience their Christ may be more convincing and solid, and so the missionary spirit of the Church does not slacken”.

Challenges and prospects in countries which belonged to former communist Yugoslavia were illustrated by Cardinal Vinko Puljic Archbishop of Sarajevo in Bosnia Herzegovina. The starting point of his conference was the Council’s guidelines for mission and how these were understood in former Yugoslavia, evangelisation in the region taking into consideration historical, political and religious events. “Bosnia Herzegovina is the toponym the living example of the region – the Archbishop of Sarajevo said -. It is a meeting point for cultures and civilisations, faiths and religions… In no other part of Europe in the past and in the present,  are the Cross and the Crescent, Christians of both traditions and Muslims so close and yet so distant. This is unbelievable but true: so distant and so close”. Christianity in these lands lived its times of flourishing and its times of aridity and it has countless saints and martyrs and also missionaries. For centuries it went on mission to other countries, perhaps neglecting it own territory. The situation today is very complex and Cardinal Pulijc identified two relevant motives for this state of things: war and communism.

“Apart from the catastrophic sacrifices and material and human consequences, wars destroyed the future ethical norms and moral values of many generations – the Cardinal said -. In years of many wars this territory was penetrated by a wave of deep and primordial hatred which in the rage of war destroyed human hearts and all human relations and certainly religious relations …. For 45 years communism ploughed negative furrows in the souls of many people. It destroyed most of what not even World War II had erased. It destroyed the sense of the holy, the sacred, morals and honesty, the religious and ecclesiastical sense”. This is why, the Archbishop of Sarajevo concluded: “What is needed is a new awareness which we must starting building today with new missionary activity to re-evangelise these territories and all Europe, just like the first evangelisation of Europe which started precisely in this part of the world”. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 10/3/2006; righe 56, parole 836)

See address by Cardinal Joachim Meisner, in Italian
http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/congregazione/congregazione.php?id=18
See address by Cardinal Vinko Pulijc, in Italian
http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/congregazione/congregazione.php?id=19
VATICAN - “Being missionaries today”: interview with Cardinal Joachim Meisner

Vatican City (Fides Service) – German Cardinal Joachim Meisner Archbishop of Koln was one of the speakers at a recent International Convention to mark the 40th anniversary of Vatican II’s Ad Gentes decree on missionary activity, organised in Rome by the Congregation for the Evangelisation of Peoples and Urban University. The Cardinal kindly responded to a few questions put by  Fides.  

In your conference you said to be authentic a Christian must be missionary. In view of this truth what must be the priorities for local Churches today?

The Church is the heir of the people of God in the Old Testament, the Jewish People, called for those who had not yet been called, and the Church, the people of God of the New Testament is also called for those not yet called. Joseph in Egypt was chosen to save his eleven brothers who were not chosen, and he is saved because he saved the eleven brothers who were not chosen. This is true for the Church as well: the church is the Church of Jesus only if she is always on the path of mission. Everything the Church is or has, she received from Jesus Christ. And what she possesses is not for herself but for others. Therefore only if she receives with one hand and gives the gifts received from Jesus with the other is she the Church of Jesus Christ. This must be a fundamental experience for every Christian: we are sent, we are missionaries.

You were speaking at the Urban University. In your opinion how can Urban University best prepare future missionaries?

Well, actually I thought, I have been a  Cardinal for such a long time – 23 years – and this is my first visit to Urban College. This is not a very good sign. I also wondered: if it were not for Urban University would people realise that the universal Church is also missionary? Propaganda Fide and Urban College are a symbol which expresses the fact that the Church must never forget she is on mission to evangelise all peoples. This is the first point. Secondly I would say: It is a good thing that we have a University which focuses especially on the work of carrying the Gospel to pagans, to non believers and I expect this College, the professors, to help students grow in self awareness in what it means to be a Catholic. At times I have the impression that Catholics have a sort of inferiority complex, we think we are like the last of the Mohican Indians, leftovers from the Middle Ages, whereas instead the exact opposite is true. We are the first pioneers of a future of which most men and women know nothing. This should fill every student with a deep Catholic awareness and a humble conviction of victory. Of course students must also become experts in precise methods of missionary pastoral. But methods are only a means and as such of secondary importance: the most important thing is the joy which comes from knowing God, from knowing what we believe this joy is our strength.

Your Eminence you are known to be deeply devoted to the Blessed Virgin Mary and a frequent visitor at Marian shrines, Fatima in particular. In your opinion what impact did the Message of Fatima have on the missionary awareness of individual Christian and the Church?

In fact Mary was the first missionary. In her home in Nazareth she receives Christ through the working of the Holy Spirit  and immediately sets off in haste, not slowly, across the mountains to visit her  cousin  Elisabeth and to stay and help her in the time of need. This teaches us something important about mission. A person filled with the Holy Spirit does not sit at home, he or she hastens to help others. Mary comes to help her cousin Elisabeth and sings the first canticle in the New Testament: she enters the home of Elizabeth who sings the first Marian antiphon: “Blessed are you because you believed” and Mary replies with the Magnificat, the most beautiful song of praise we Christians possess. This tells us that the Holy Spirit is help, the Holy Spirit is One who loosens the tongue and makes us sing, One who gives life. Mary helps Elisabeth give birth to a son. And when I say Mary is the first missionary, the Holy Spirit is also the first missionary. Because what we see in Mary is the working of the Holy Spirit. The Spirit urges us to set out, gives helps, gives life and loosens our tongue to sing Christ’s praise: those two women singing rather than grumbling are the Church which advances with Mary.


As to the question whether the message of Fatima was important for modern Europe and the rest of the world I would say: I had only heard about Fatima from others and was not particularly impressed I must say. Since I was moved to Koln only nine months before the fall of the Berlin Wall Pope John Paul II asked me to preside on 13  May 1990 the first major pilgrimage after the fall of communism. He said that as Bishop of Berlin I had been bishop of two very different models of societies, communism and capitalism. He told me: you are the right person to preside this celebration. It was only then that I really understood the meaning of the message of Fatima for mission in the modern world. Six months before communism put out the light – the light of faith – in eastern Europe, at the other end of Europe, in Portugal, through an apparition of the Blessed Virgin Mary that light was lit again and for the whole of Europe. What is more Mary appeared not in the universities or to scholars, she took her message to the greyness of normal daily life and appeared to three poor but keenly intelligent children. She entrusted them with the extraordinary message for Europe and for the world that, with Mary’s help, communism would be undermined and that Mary would kindle the light of faith again in the East. This is the amazing message of Fatima which changed modern political and human life more than any politician would have imagined.

One last brief question: you have known the present Pope for many years. In your opinion what impulse will he give the Church as a whole and to her missionary activity in particular?

I believe that with his charisma as a theologian like the Church Fathers the Pope will open the Church to wider horizons and help her realise that for societies at every latitude and longitude she is of extraordinary importance because she carries the message of Christ. Christ is the solution to every human problem. I think globalisation makes us ever more keenly aware that the only solution is the one offered by the Gospel. The Pope will render this concept very plausible. He has demonstrated this already with his first encyclical which will be accepted by Christians of all denominations, by non Christians religions and even by non believers. I read recently in one German newspaper: <except for the Bible no one has even written about love so splendidly and so deeply convincingly as Benedict XVI.> So we can expect much from him, after all only with the help of the Holy Spirit could the cardinals elect a pope of 78. I am convinced that Divine Providence has great plans and that we will all be astonished to see what this Pope brings. (Agenzia Fides 15/3/2006; righe 89, parole 1.304)   

VATICAN - Planning and building God’s house. Contribution by Bishop Mauro Piacenza, President of the Pontifical  Commission for the Cultural Heritage of the Church. “A place for liturgy”
Vatican City (Fides Service) – When Jesus asked his disciples to prepare for the last paschal supper he said: he [a man] will show you a large upper room furnished and ready. Make the preparations for us there.” (Mk 14, 15). For the institution of the Eucharist Jesus chooses the best room in a wealthy house. The rooms for worship made available by the more wealthy members of the first Christian communities were spacious, well lit halls on the upper floor, as we learn from the Acts of the Apostles (1, 13s; 5, 42 e 20, 7s) and archaeological monuments (domus ecclesiae on the Celio Hill in Rome).

After the Constantine  peace, buildings for Christian worship with passing time reflected the Church’s self-awareness with regard to the outside world (cathedrals like fulcrum citizens, hermits in the desert, the parish a place for rural congregating etc.); similarly the internal arrangement of space was the image of her theological and spiritual self-understanding, with regard to the relation between liturgy and devotion, ordained ministers and the people of God, the inter-relation between sacramental poles, specially those for the celebration of the Eucharist, baptism and penance.

Above all liturgical space was planned in function of the centrality of the Eucharist and the presence of the assembly. Since the Church is the place where man encounters the divine Presence, every element must be symbolically connoted so it becomes “mystagogic” and may further understanding of the Mystery: the altar, the tabernacle, the lecturn , the baptistry, the priest’s chair, the confessional, through the chosen material, form and position can be bearers of a significance which transcends them (celebration of the Eucharistic sacrifice and Eucharistic meal, real permanent presence of the Lord, proclamation of the Word, immersion in the death and resurrection of Christ etc.) the same is true for space in relation to light and to the assembly it holds. These elements become “places” or spaces which are “liveable” and related to each other, just as the sacraments and liturgical actions celebrated in them are related to each other.

In this perspective also images present in church, on the walls or on furniture are not only of decorative value, they have a liturgical function. Therefore we can speak of mystagogic images for the presbyterium, which synthetically present the mystery of Christ (incarnation, passion, resurrection and second coming); didactical images for the hall of biblical subject and lastly devotional images  (the Stations of the Cross, images of Christ, the Blessed Virgin Mary and the saints).

The ecclesiology of Vatican II, describes the Church as an assembly born from listening to the Word of God and built up by the Holy Spirit who confirms believers in Christ through the sacraments, an assembly which allows communion, is nourished in prayer and presents itself to the world as a sign of the salvation brought by Christ. Consequently the church building must be shaped by these principles.

First of all, since the Church is a body with many members, the church building must render visible both its articulation and its unity. The articulation of the People of God, constituted by the common priesthood and the ministerial priesthood, is explained with an opportune distinction between presbyterium and hall, meant not to separate but instead to express the different riches of the one priesthood of Christ; unity is underlined by connecting the presbyterium and the hall from where also the laity may enter.

Secondly since the liturgy is an action of the whole people of God, the arrangement of space should foster participation, so people may come and go, see and hear, move around inside especially in processions and in other ways foreseen in the liturgy. These requisites will affect the shape of the doorway, the plan of the hall and the arrangement of chairs for the assembly etc. Hence the need for appropriate spaces for processions and some moments of the celebration of the sacraments and  sacramentals in spaces outside the presbyterium (baptism, matrimony, funerals etc.). ( Mauro Piacenza, President Pontifical Commission for the Cultural Heritage of the Church, President of the Pontifical Commission for Sacred Archaeology. (Agenzia Fides 15/3/2006 – Righe 48, parole 647)

VATICAN - Planning and building God’s house. Contribution by Bishop Mauro Piacenza, President of the Pontifical  Commission for the Cultural Heritage of the Church. “The Altar”

Vatican City (Fides Service) – “The altar on which the sacrifice of the cross is made present in sacramental signs is also the Lord’s table at which the people of God are called to participate when they are gathered Mass; the altar is at the centre of the Eucharistic sacrifice of thanksgiving” (OGMR, n. 296). 

These fundamental and significant facts which refer respectively  to the Last Supper and the Cross on Calvary from the very beginning of the Church inspired the shape of the Christian altar: supported by pillars in a row or in one block as a sacrificial altar. After considerable transformation in intermediate centuries the liturgical reform of Vatican II substantially returned to this typology. 

Apart from the typology of cubic altar surmounted by a ciborium characteristic of early Christian basilicas and preserved in various churches especially in Rome, liturgical requirements in the Middle Ages gradually produced an altar placed further and further back in the sanctuary (or against the walls of side chapels), rectangular in shape and accessible only from the front because at the back it had either a  “capsa” containing the relics of a saint or a painted or sculptured ‘backdrop’. The Council of Trent determined the definitive shape of the ‘wall altar’  surmounted by a painted icon, or detached from the wall and decorated with statues with the tabernacle set at the centre.

Placed upon a sanctuary distinct from the hall by means elevation to indicate the distinction between ordained ministers for which this part is reserved but not separated from the rest of the building, the altar must be clearly visible from every part of the church since it is there that the memorial of the death and resurrection of Christ is made present while waiting for His return in glory. The altar’s position must allow the ministers to move easily around to incense it and to celebrate Mass facing the people. It is also the principle for the arrangement of other pieces of furniture: lecturn, celebrant’s chair, tabernacle if it is placed in the sanctuary.

A new church must have one, fixed, central altar as a symbol of Christ the “corner stone” of the Church (cfr 1 Pt 2, 4; Eph 2, 20). This is why altars are usually square with no front or back. 

The altar will be the place for the Book of the Gospels until the end of the Liturgy of the Word and during the Eucharistic Liturgy for the sacred vessels, the corporal and the Missal; flowers and candles may therefore be placed next to the altar which on no account must not serve as a support for objects not related to the celebration of Mass. Consequently the size of the altar must be in proportion to its function always in a such a way as not to detract from its importance.

To safeguard its symbolism at least the table of altar should be of marble or some other natural stone and the rest of the construction should be well built in solid, worthy material. The four sides of the altar may be sculptured or painted with themes correspondent  to the meaning of the altar, inspired for example by the ample repertoire of Scripture and Eucological readings contained in the Rite for the Dedication of a Church and Altar.  As a sign of respect and veneration the altar is covered with cloths of pure linen and other fabrics which can be richly embroidered.

Close to the altar there shall be the crucifix “to call to mind the Lord’s saving passion” (OGMR n. 308); however the Paschal Mystery may be evoked also with other theophanic  images, selected from among those used in the great tradition of liturgical art (glorious cross, ascension, Christ Pantocrator etc.).

The altar shall be dedicated with a special Rite found in the Roman Pontifical and on that occasion, according to an ancient custom, it is highly recommended that relics of a martyr or some other saint be placed under the altar to indicate continuity between the sacrifice of Christ and that offered by the Church gathered in the celebration of Mass. ( Mauro Piacenza, President Pontifical Commission for the Cultural Heritage of the Church, President of the Pontifical Commission for Sacred Archaeology. (Agenzia Fides 28/3/2006, righe 54, parole 658) 
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