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FIDES Service – 31 May 2007

FIDES SPECIAL FEATURE

Instrumentum mensis Maii 

pro lectura Magisterii Summi Pontifici Benedicti XVI pro evangelizatione in terris missionum

Annus III – Numerus V, Maius A.D. MMVII

The month of May had as its central event the apostolic journey to Brazil undertaken by the Holy Father  Pope Benedict XVI  to inaugurate in Aparecida the 5th General Conference of the Council of Bishops' Conferences of Latin America and the Caribbean. Pope Benedict XVI - as Paul VI and John Paul II at the previous assemblies - presented an important intervention to the bishops, with an analysis of the “serious challenges” which the Church and the faith are called to face. The centre of the Church's mission - this is the sense of the Pope's words - is and will always be the proclamation of Christ. In fact He, His word are not foreign to any culture or any person. The principal task of the Church - the Pope said - is to “safeguard and nourish the faith of the People of God ”. The Holy Father then corrected the vision which would put the satisfaction of supposed primary needs before evangelisation: “Could this priority mean neglecting the urgent realities of the major economic, social and political problems in Latin America and the world, and flight from reality to a spiritual world?”. The answer is “no”, because - the Pope said - “those who exclude God from the horizon" are the ones who “falsify the concept of realty” and as a result, ends up “on the wrong paths and with destructive solutions ”. And again: “Only those who know God, know reality and can respond to it in an adequate and truly human manner”. 

Both during his visit to Brazil and, more in general, during the rest of the month, the Holy Father Pope Benedict XVI did not fail to mention that May is the Marian month par excellence. “As such - the Pope said before the recitation of the Regina Caeli prayer on Sunday 6 May -, it has become down through the centuries a tradition dear to the people and valorised by the bishops and clergy as an opportune time for preaching, catechesis and community prayer. After the Second Vatican Council, which emphasised the role of Mary Most Holy in the Church and in the history of salvation, Marian devotion underwent a profound renewal. And the month of May, coinciding at least in part with the Easter Season, is a most favourable time for explaining the figure of Mary as a Mother who accompanies the community of disciples united in prayer in expectation of the Holy Spirit. This month can thus be an opportunity to return to the faith of the primitive Church and, in union with Mary, to understand that our mission also today is to proclaim and witness with courage and joy to the Crucified and Risen Christ, the hope of humanity”.

1 SYNTHESIS INTERVENTUUM

2 May 2007 - Message for 13 plenary session of the Pontifical Academy of Social Sciences

2 May 2007 – General Audience 

5 May 2007 – Audience to Superior Council of the Pontifical Mission Societies and participants at Congress of Fidei donum Missionaries "

6 May 2007 – Regina Caeli

7 May 2007 – Audience to Plenary Assembly of the International Union of Superiors General

9 May 2007 – Discourse welcome ceremony São Paulo/Guarulhos airport Paulo/Guarulhos in Brazil

10 May 2007 – Address to young people at Paulo Machado de Carvalho sports stadium

11 May 2007 – Celebration of  Vespers  at Cathedral da Sé in São Paulo

11 May 2007 – Homily during Mass for canonisation of Fiar Antonio di Sant'Anna Galvão 

12 May 2007 – Discourse opening session of 5th General Conference of the Council of Bishops' Conferences of Latin America and the Caribbean 

12 May 2007 – Homily at the Shrine of Aparecida in Brazil following the recitation of the Rosary

12 May 2007 – Address to Poor Clare nuns at the Fazenda da Esperança

12 May 2007 – Address at the Fazenda da Esperança Community

13 May 2007 – Homily to open 5th General Conference of the Council of Bishops' Conferences of Latin America and the Caribbean in Aparecida 

13 May 2007 - The Pope says goodbye with praise and gratitude for "manifestation of enthusiasm and profound piety of this generous people "

18 May 2007 – Address to the Bishops of Mali, on ad limina visit

19 May 2007 – Address to participants at Centesimus Annus - Pro Pontifice Foundation Meeting 

20 May 2007 – Regina Caeli

22 May 2007 – Message to President of Rwanda to commemorate the victims of the 1994 genocide

23 May 2007 – Address at the end of a performance of Oratrium 'Resurrexi'

23 May 2007 – General Audience 

24 May 2007 – Audience participants at 57th  general assembly of the Italian Bishops' Conference 

26 May 2007 – Audience to Catholic Bishops of Mozambique on ad limina visit

27 May 2007 – Regina Caeli

29 May 2007 – Message for World Mission Sunday 2007: "All the Churches for all the world"

30 May 2007 – General Audience 

31 May 2007 – Address after Procession to close the Marian month of May

2 VERBA PONTIFICIS
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3 INTERVENTUS SUPER QUAESTIONES

Matrimony - 5th General Conference of the Bishops' Conferences of Latin America and the Caribbean  in Aparecida – “We face the great challenge to rediscover marriage as a vocation of love and the sacrament of matrimony as the summit which elevates this calling of a man and a women ”: interview with the only married couple at the Conference

Mission - “There is urgent need for reflection and deeper awareness of who we are and what we offer to the world: and from this depends our qualified manner of exercising the mission of the Church.”: interview with Archbishop Odilo P. Scherer Archbishop of Sao Paulo and secretary general of the Catholic Bishops' Conference of Brazil.

Mission - International Congress 50th anniversary Encyclical Fidei Donum – “If we stop being concerned for the mission to evangelise and stop sharing our resources to meet the needs of the people of God, we stop being the Church of Jesus Christ”

Mission - CELAM 5 in Aparecida – Bishops' Conference presidents address the assembly: “We cannot wait for the faithful to come to us we must go out to them, on a new mission to call everyone to live the Church as the family of God ”  

Life - The Catholic Bishops once again condemn “any attempt to legalise abortion and manipulation of human embryos for therapeutic ends "

4 QUAESTIONES

VATICAN - “We are here to serve the missionary Church. Your hearts must be large enough to reach out to all regardless of the effort involved”: Cardinal Ivan Dias opens Annual General Assembly of the Pontifical Mission Societies in Rome

VATICAN - Letter from the Cardinal Secretary of State to the Prefect of the Congregation for the Evangelisation of Peoples on the occasion of the 50th anniversary of the encyclical Fidei Donum: “This method in time could become the norm for missionary co-responsibility ”
VATICAN - Annual General Assembly Pontifical Mission Societies – “In a fraternal atmosphere we have assigned subsidies to the many local Churches for numerous pastoral educational and charitable projects some in remote almost forgotten areas” Archbishop Hoser said at the end of the Assembly

VATICAN - A “short cut” to holiness for the priests of the third millennium: “Saint Louis Grignion de Montfort show us how to know, love and serve Our Lord with Mary as our Mother, Model and Guide ” – Testimony by Cardinal Ivan Dias

SYNTHESIS INTERVENTUUM

2 May 2007 - Message for 13th  plenary session of the Pontifical Academy of Social Sciences

VATICAN - Pope Benedict XVI's Message for 13th  plenary session of the Pontifical Academy of Social Sciences: “ only love for neighbour can inspire within us justice at the service of life and the promotion of human dignity”

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) – Three specific challenges facing the world today, environment and sustainable development, full justice, the values of the spirit, were identified by the Holy Father, Pope Benedict XVI, in a message for the 13th plenary session of the Pontifical Academy of Social Sciences. The Message was addressed to Professor Mary Ann Glendon, president of the Pontifical Academy of Social Science. The theme of the Plenary was "Charity and Justice in Relations among Peoples and Nations". The Pope said that for the Church “ the pursuit of justice and the promotion of the civilisation of love are essential aspects of her mission of proclaiming the Gospel of Jesus Christ.”. Undoubtedly “ the building of a just society is the primary responsibility of the political order” and this demands “ at every level, a disciplined exercise of practical reason and a training of the will in order to discern and achieve the specific requirements of justice in full respect for the common good and the inalienable dignity of each individual ”. 

The Church in convinced of the inseparability of justice and charity and "her teaching, which is addressed not only to believers but to all people of good will, thus appeals to right reason and a sound understanding of human nature in proposing principles capable of guiding individuals and communities in the pursuit of a social order marked by justice, freedom, fraternal solidarity and peace. At the heart of that teaching, as you well know, is the principle of the universal destination of all the goods of creation.”. Therefore "everything that the earth produces and all that man transforms and manufactures, all his knowledge and technology, is meant to serve the material and spiritual development and fulfilment of the human family and all its members. From this integrally human perspective we can understand more fully the essential role which charity plays in the pursuit of justice. My predecessor, Pope John Paul II, was convinced that justice alone is insufficient to establish truly humane and fraternal relations within society”.


Then Pope Benedict XVI indicated three specific challenges facing the world today. The first concerns the environment and sustainable development and this demands “an interdisciplinary approach… a capacity to assess and forecast, to monitor the dynamics of environmental change and sustainable growth, and to draw up and apply solutions at an international level. Particular attention must be paid to the fact that the poorest countries are likely to pay the heaviest price for ecological deterioration.”. 

The second challenge consists in the fact that “ Despite the recognition of the rights of the person in international declarations and legal instruments, much progress needs to be made in bringing this recognition to bear upon such global problems as the growing gap between rich and poor countries; the unequal distribution and allocation of natural resources and of the wealth produced by human activity; the tragedy of hunger, thirst and poverty on a planet where there is an abundance of food, water and prosperity; the human suffering of refugees and displaced people; the continuing hostilities in many parts of the world; the lack of sufficient legal protection for the unborn; the exploitation of children; the international traffic in human beings, arms and drugs; and numerous other grave injustices..”

The third challenge concerns the values of the spirit which “ the more one shares them, the more they are possessed… Globalisation has increased the interdependence of peoples, with their different traditions, religions and systems of education. This means that the peoples of the world, for all their differences, are constantly learning about one another and coming into much greater contact. All the more important, then, is the need for a dialogue which can help people to understand their own traditions vis-à-vis those of others, to develop greater self-awareness in the face of challenges to their identity, and thus to promote understanding and the acknowledgement of true human values within an intercultural perspective. To meet these challenges, a just equality of opportunity, especially in the field of education and the transmission of knowledge, is urgently needed”. 

The Holy Father concluded his message recalling that “ only love for neighbour can inspire within us justice at the service of life and the promotion of human dignity. Only love within the family, founded on a man and a woman, who are created in the image of God, can assure that inter-generational solidarity which transmits love and justice to future generations. Only charity can encourage us to place the human person once more at the centre of life in society and at the centre of a globalized world governed by justice.” (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 1/5/2007, righe  parole  )

See message in English and Italian

http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/pontefici/pontefice.php?id=776
2 May 2007 – General Audience

VATICAN - Pope Benedict XVI continues his general audience teaching on Origen and his ever valid teaching on prayer and the Church

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) - Pope Benedict XVI chose the  teachings of Origen on prayer and the Church as the subject of his weekly teaching during the general audience on Wednesday 2 May in St Peter's Square where despite heavy rain thousands of visitors had gathered. Resuming last week's reflection on “the great Teacher of Alexandria”, the Pope said Origen “continually interweaves his exegetic and theological production with experience relative to prayer. Notwithstanding a theological depth of thought, his treatise is never a purely academic; it is always based on the experience of prayer, of contact with God. In his opinion, in fact, intelligence of the Scriptures demands, even more than study, closeness with Christ and prayer. He is convinced that the best path to learn about God is love, and that there can be no authentic ‘scientia Christi’ unless one is in love with Him”.

Origin played a " primordial role" in the development of lectio divina. “Bishop Ambrose of Milan - who learned from the works of Origen how to read the Scriptures - introduces it to the West and consigns it to Augustine and successive monastic tradition”. The highest level of knowledge of God, according to Origen, is the fruit of love. “And so it is among people – the Pontiff continued -: one only truly knows the other if there is love, if their hearts are open. To demonstrate this he takes as his basis a meaning sometimes given to the verb to know in Hebrew, that is when it is used to express the human act of love: ‘Adam knew Eve, his wife, who conceived (Gen. 4,1). Hence the suggestion that union in love produces the most authentic knowledge. Just as the man and wife are "two in one flesh", so too God and the believer become "two in one spirit". In this way Origin's prayer reaches the highest levels of mystics”.

The Holy Father then returned to Origen's teaching on the Church and more precisely on the common priesthood of the faithful. Purity and honesty of life, the faith and the science of the Scriptures are indispensable conditions for the exercise of the universal priesthood. “All the more these conditions are indispensable, evidently, for the ministerial priesthood. These conditions - integral conduct in life, but above all study and acceptance of the Word - establish a "hierarchy of holiness" in the common priesthood of all Christians. At the summit of this path to perfection Origen places martyrdom”. Pope Benedict XVI concluded his teaching recalling that  this “never ending path to perfection” outlined by Origen, "is for all of us ", as long as "the eyes of our heart" are turned to contemplate Jesus Christ, the Wisdom and the Truth. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 3/5/2007)

See the Pope's teaching

http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/pontefici/pontefice.php?id=777
5 May 2007 – Audience to Superior Council of the Pontifical Mission Societies and participants at Congress of Fidei donum Missionaries
VATICAN - The Pope addresses Superior Council of the Pontifical Mission Societies and participants at Congress of Fidei donum Missionaries: “Although many are the challenges to evangelisation in our day, many too are the signs of hope which testify all over the world to encouraging missionary vitality among the Christian people ”

Vatican City – “Especially to Africa… Pius XII was looking when, with prophetic intuition, he thought of that new missionary "agent", named after the first words of his encyclical Fidei donum. He wished to encourage, besides traditional forms, a new form of missionary co-operation between 'old' Christian communities, and new communities in territories of recent evangelisation: the former were urged to help 'young' Churches by sending them a few priests to collaborate with the local Ordinaries for a certain period of time.” With these words Pope Benedict XVI  recalled the 50 anniversary of the publication, 21 April 1957, of the encyclical Fidei donum by the Servant of God Pope Pius XII, during the audience on Saturday 5 May to participants at the meeting of the Superior Council of the Pontifical Mission Societies and an international Congress of Fidei donum Missionary Priests to organised to commemorate the 50th  anniversary of the Encyclical.


The Holy Father recalled the twofold purpose of Pope Pius XII: “to foster in every member of the Christian people a new missionary 'flame' and promote more conscious collaboration among diocese of ancient tradition and regions of first evangelisation”. In these five decades Pope Pius XII's call has been authoritatively repeated many times and there has been “a multiplication of the number of fidei donum priests, who go with religious and lay missionaries on mission to Africa and other parts of the world, at times at the cost of no few sacrifices for the sending diocese”. The Holy Father then thanked all those brothers and sisters “some of whom shed their blood in order to spread the Gospel”. In this period of time “missionary contact and exchange has intensified thanks also to development and increase in the means of communications, so that the Church has come into contact with every civilisation and culture. On the other hand, the exchange of gifts between ancient and recently founded ecclesial communities has led to mutual enrichment and increased awareness that all are 'missionaries', all are involved, although in different ways, in proclaiming and bearing witness to the Gospel”.


Giving thanks to God for the present day missionary commitment the Holy Father also mentioned some emerging difficulties, first of all a diminishing and ageing clergy in dioceses  which once used to send missionaries to distant regions. “Although we cannot ignore the problems and shadows– the Pope said -, we must look to the future with confidence giving renewed and more authentic identity to Fidei donum missionaries, in a world context undoubtedly changed compared with the 1950s of the last century. Although many are the challenges to evangelisation in our day, many too are the signs of hope which testify all over the world to encouraging missionary vitality among the Christian people. May we never forget that when the Lord was about to leave his disciples to return to Heaven, as He sent them to announce his Gospel to the ends of the earth He reassured them: "Behold I am with you always until the end of time" (Mt 28,20).”


The Holy Father concluded “this certainty must never leave us”. Repeating the call for prayer made by Pius XII at that time,Pope Benedict XVI said he was sure that “the Lord will heed our incessant requests and will continue to bless the Church's missionary activity with copious apostolic fruits”. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 7/5/2007 – righe 43, parole 679)

See the Pope's address in Italian

http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/pontefici/pontefice.php?id=778
6 May 2007 – Regina Caeli

VATICAN - The month of May, coinciding with the Easter Season “can be an opportunity to return to the faith of the early Church and, united with Mary, realise that still today our mission is to courageously and joyfully announce and bear witness to Christ crucified and risen”: Pope Benedict XVI at the Regina Cæli
Vatican City – On Sunday 6 May in his reflection before the recitation of the midday Marian hymn Regina Caeli, Pope Benedict XVI dwelt on traditional devotion to the Blessed Virgin Mary in the month of May which coincides with the Easter Season, the season of the beginning of the Church. For many Christian communities  the month of May “is the Marian month par excellence” the Holy Father said recalling that down through the centuries this devotion, one of the most loved, was valued “as a good time for preaching, catechesis and community prayer”. Vatican II also highlighted the role of the Most Holy Mary in the Church and in the history of salvation and consequently following that ecclesial event “Marian devotion was profoundly renewed ”. The Pope continued: “ The month of May, coinciding at least in part with the Easter Season, is a good time for illustrating the figure of Mary as Mother who accompanies the community of the disciples joined with one heart in prayer awaiting the coming of the Holy Spirit (cfr Acts 1,12-14). This month, therefore, can be a good opportunity to return to the faith of the early Church and, united with Mary, realise that still today our mission is to courageously and joyfully announce and bear witness to Christ crucified and risen”.


The Pope entrusted to the Blessed Virgin Mary, Mother of the Church his visit to Brazil, 9 - 14 May, the Pope's first apostolic journey to Latin America “Like my venerable Predecessors Oaul VI and John Paul II, I will preside the inauguration of a General Conference of the Bishops' Conferences of Latin America and the Caribbean, the  Fifty which will start next Sunday at the great national Shrine of Nuestra Senora Aparecida, in the city of that name. Before this I will visit the nearby city of Sao Paulo where I will meet some young people and the country's Bishops and have the joy of canonising Blessed Friar Antonio de Sant’Anna Galvão”. Pope Benedict XVI  also recalled that almost half the world's Catholics live in Latin America and many of them young people “this is why it is also called the ‘Continent of hope: hope which concerns not only the Church but the whole of America and the world.” He asked people to accompany his pilgrimage and the Conference and for the Christians of that part of the world that they may truly feel they are disciples and missionaries of Christ, the Way, the Truth, the Life ”. In the face of the many challenges of the present moment, “it is important for Christians to be formed to "leaven" of goodness and "light" of holiness in our world”. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 7/5/2007; righe 30, parole 458)

See the Pope's address in various languages

http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/pontefici/pontefice.php?id=779
7 May 2007 – Audience to Plenary Assembly of the International Union of Superiors General
VATICAN - Pope Benedict XVI addresses General Superiors: “In you I thank the immense army of witnesses to Christ's love who operate on the frontiers of evangelisation, education and social charity”.
Vatican City– Addressing General Superiors, representing 794 families of women religious operating in 85 different countries all over the world Pope Benedict XVI whom he received in audience on Monday 7 May, on the occasion of a Plenary Assembly of the International Union of Superiors General Pope Benedict XVI said: “In you I thank the immense army of witnesses to Christ's love who operate on the frontiers of evangelisation, education and social charity”. 


Referring to the theme of the Plenary - "Called to weave a new spirituality to generate hope and life for all humanity " -, the Pope said: “the Lord draws you dear Sisters to ‘weave' today the living cloth of fruitful service to the Church and eloquent witness to the Gospel ‘ever ancient, ever new, in fidelity to the radical nature of the Gospel and courageously incarnated in present day reality, especially where human and spiritual poverty is greatest.” Pope Benedict XVI   affirmed that no few social, economic and religious challenges face the Consecrated Life and that the five pastoral fields highlighted by the Plenary - women, migrants, land and its sacredness, the laity, dialogue with the religions of the world – “are ‘threads’ to be woven and interwoven in the complex fabric of day to day living in interpersonal relations and in the apostolate. It is a question not rarely of walking unexplored missionary and spiritual paths, maintaining a strong interior relationship with Christ. Only this union with God flows and is nourished the 'prophetic' role of your mission to announce the Kingdom of Heaven, an indispensable announcement in all times and in all societies.”


The Pope urged the religious to not allow themselves to be “excessively preoccupied with the interests and difficulties of daily life” and to follow their respective founders who “who sought with word and deed to communication God's love through total gift of self, keeping their eyes and heart on Him”. The Pope said: “if you wish to follow faithfully in the footsteps of your founders and help your sisters follow their example, cultivate the 'mystical' dimension of the Consecrated Life, that is keep your soul united with God through contemplation. Scripture teaches, the ‘prophet’ first listens and contemplate and then speaks allowing himself to be totally permeated with that love of God which fears nothing and is even stronger than death. The authentic prophet, therefore, is not so concerned with doing things, which are certainly important, but never essential. He strives above all to bear witness to God's love, striving to live this love in the realities of the world ”. 


The principal concerns of General Superiors must be to help their sisters “first search for Christ and then put themselves generously at the service of the Gospel”. Pope Benedict XVI  then stressed the necessity to give special attention to the human, cultural and spiritual formation of people and he urged the Superiors to be “the first to set the example shunning comfort, commodity and convenience”, to share the riches of the respective charisma “with those involved in the one mission of the Church which is to build the Kingdom of God”, to build “ serene and cordial collaboration with priests and with the lay faithful, especially with families in order to attend to the sufferings, needs, and material poverty and above all spiritual poverty of the men and women of our day. Cultivate also sincere communion and frank collaboration with the bishops, the first to be responsible for evangelisation  in the particular Churches.” The Holy Father concluded calling the Superiors General to be messengers of the joy of Easter, “like the women who went to the tomb, found it empty and had the gift of meeting the Risen Christ. The ran happily to give the news to the Apostles ”. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 8/5/2007 – righe 45, parole 633)

See the Pope's address in Italian

http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/pontefici/pontefice.php?id=780
9 May 2007 – Address at welcome ceremony São Paulo/Guarulhos airport Paulo/Guarulhos in Brazil

VATICAN - Pope Benedict XVI Brazil – “Your country is to serve as a cradle for ecclesial proposals which, God willing, will give the Continent new missionary vigour and impulse”

 São Paulo – In the early afternoon of Wednesday 9 May the Holy Father, Pope Benedict XVI, arrived at São Paulo/Guarulhos airport welcomed by the President of Brazil, and political, civil and ecclesial authorities. In his addresses during the welcome ceremony the Pope said “Brazil has a very special place in the heart of the Pope not only because it was born a Christian nation and today has the highest number of Catholics, but principally because it is rich in potential with an ecclesial presence which is a motive of joy and hope for the whole Church”. Pope Benedict XVI  recalled the purpose of his visit: “I have come to preside, in Aparecida, the opening session of 5th General Conference of the Bishops' Conferences of Latin America and the Caribbean. By providential manifestation of the goodness of the Creator, this country is to serve as a cradle for ecclesial proposals which, God willing, will give the Continent new missionary vigour and impulse”.


The Holy Father then underlined the duty of Catholics, the majority in this geographic area, “to contribute in a particular way to promoting the common good of the nation”, and he recalled the Church's profound commitment to the mission of evangelisation, “at the service of the cause of peace and justice”. Referring to the missionary theme chosen for 5th General Conference of the Bishops' Conferences of Latin America and the Caribbean the Pope underlined “the profoundly Christian values which can never be erased from the soul of the Latin American people. “The Church wishes simply to indicate these moral values in every situation and to form citizens so that may make free and conscious decisions; in this sense, the Church will always insist on the necessary commitment to guarantee the consolidation of the family, as the nucleus of society, of youth whose formation constitutes a decisive factor for the future of a nation - and last but not least, to defend and promote the above mentioned values in every social sector, above all among the indigenous peoples.”


At the end of the welcome ceremony at the airport the Pope went to São Bento Monastery in São Paulo where he will be staying. After stopping for a moment to pray in the chapel and address a few words to the hosting Benedictine community, the Pope went to the first floor balcony to greet the crowds waiting to see him: “Dear friends! Your warm welcome moves the Pope! Thank you for waiting for me. The coming days, for you and for the whole Church, will be filled with emotion and joy. The whole Church is rejoicing! In every corner of the earth they are praying for fruits for this first pastoral journey in Brazil and Latin America which Divine Providence has granted me to undertake as Successor Peter! The Canonisation of Brother Galvão and the inauguration of 5th General Conference of the Bishops' Conferences of Latin America and the Caribbean will stand as milestones in the history of the Church. I rely on your prayers! Thank you very much.” (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 10/5/2007; righe 34, parole 483)

See the Pope's 1st address 

http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/pontefici/pontefice.php?id=781
10 May 2007 – Address at a meeting with young people at Paulo Machado de Carvalho sports grounds at Pacaembu on the theme: "Young person, disciple and missionary of Jesus Christ"

VATICAN - Pope Benedict XVI in Brazil – “My appeal to you today, young people present at this gathering, is this: do not waste your youth. Do not seek to escape from it. Live it intensely. 

Consecrate it to the high ideals of faith and human solidarity”

São Paulo (Agenzia Fides) – In the afternoon of Thursday 10 May, Pope Benedict XVI  left the monastery of São Bento and went to Paulo Machado de Carvalho municipal sports ground in Pacaembu for a meeting with young people on the theme: "Young person, disciple and missionary of Jesus Christ". In his long address the Pope expressed his joy at being present mentioning also the 20th World Youth Day in Cologne: “Some of you gathered here today were also present! It is an emotional memory for me on account of the abundant fruits of the Lord’s grace poured out upon those who were there.”. The Pope said "The Christian life you lead in numerous parishes and small ecclesial communities, in universities, colleges and schools, and most of all, in places of work both in the city and in the countryside, is undoubtedly pleasing to the Lord. But it is necessary to go even further…We can never say "enough", because the love of God is infinite, and the Lord asks us—or better—requires us to open our hearts wider so that there will be room for even more love, goodness, and understanding for our brothers and sisters, and for the problems which concern not only the human community, but also the effective preservation and protection of the natural environment of which we are all a part”. 

Reflecting on the passage of the Gospel of Matthew (cfr 19, 16-22) which had just been proclaimed the Pope said that the young man's question , what to do to gain eternal life – “ does not regard only the future. It does not regard only a question about what will happen after death, on the contrary… the young man’s question raises the issue of life’s meaning. It can therefore be formulated in this way: what must I do so that my life has meaning? How must I live so as to reap the full fruits of life? Or again: what must I do so that my life is not wasted? Jesus alone can give us the answer, because he alone can guarantee us eternal life. He alone, therefore, can show us the meaning of this present life and give it fullness..” 


Before replying Jesus asks the young man: “why do you ask me what is good?”. “ This young man perceives that Jesus is good and that he is a teacher—a teacher who does not deceive. The Pope explains … The young man in the Gospel has perceived God in Jesus Christ. Jesus assures us that God alone is good. To be open to goodness means to receive God. In this way, he invites us to see God in all things and in everything that happens, even where most people see only God’s absence. When we see the beauty of creation and recognise the goodness present there, it is impossible not to believe in God and to experience his saving and reassuring presence. If we came to see all the good that exists in the world—and moreover, experience the good that comes from God himself—we would never cease to approach him, praise him, and thank him.… But we can only know in an imperfect, partial way. To understand what is good, we need help, which the Church offers us on many occasions, especially through catechesis.” The commandments are “great indicators” they point to the right path the Holy Father said “ It is not enough, however, simply to know them. Witness is even more important than knowledge; or rather, it is applied knowledge”. 

Pope Benedict XVI  said : “ These years of your life are the years which will prepare you for your future…We hear talk of the fears of today’s youth. These fears reveal an enormous lack of hope. “ But as I gaze at you young people here present—you who radiate so much joy and enthusiasm—I see you as Christ sees you: with a gaze of love and trust, in the certainty that you have found the true way. You are the youth of the Church. I send you out, therefore, on the great mission of evangelizing young men and women who have gone astray in this world like sheep without a shepherd. Be apostles of youth… May they too may discover the sure ways of the commandments, and, by following them, come to God.” The Pope urged the young people to be   men and women who are free and responsible; make the family a centre that radiates peace and joy; be promoters of life, from its beginning to its natural end; protect the elderly, since they deserve respect and admiration for the good they have done. The Pope also expects young people to seek to sanctify their work, carrying it out with technical skill and diligence, so as to contribute to the progress of all their brothers and sisters, and to shed the light of the Word upon all human activities (cf. Lumen Gentium, 36). But above all, the Pope wants them to set about building a more just and fraternal society”.


Pope Benedict XVI  stressed the need to respect the institution of the Sacrament of Matrimony: “There cannot be true domestic happiness unless, at the same time, there is fidelity between spouses, he said. Marriage is an institution of natural law, which has been raised by Christ to the dignity of a sacrament; it is a great gift that God has given to mankind: respect it and honour it. At the same time, God calls you to respect one another when you fall in love and become engaged, since conjugal life, reserved by divine ordinance to married couples, will bring happiness and peace only to the extent that you are able to build your future hopes upon chastity, both within and outside marriage". Then the Pope thanked “ Consecrated persons, by giving themselves totally to God, prompted by the Holy Spirit, participate in the Church’s mission, bearing witness before all people to their hope in the heavenly Kingdom”. 

“ Youth appears as a form of wealth because it leads to the discovery of life as a gift and a task– the Pope said in the last part of his address -. The young man in the Gospel understood that his youth was itself a treasure. He went to Jesus, the good Teacher, in order to seek some direction. At the moment of the great decision, however, he lacked the courage to wager everything on Jesus Christ. In consequence, he went away sad and downcast… My appeal to you today, young people present at this gathering, is this: do not waste your youth. Do not seek to escape from it. Live it intensely. Consecrate it to the high ideals of faith and human solidarity. You, young people, are not just the future of the Church and of humanity, as if we could somehow run away from the present. On the contrary: you are that young man now; you are that young man in the Church and in humanity today. You are his young face. The Church needs you, as young people, to manifest to the world the face of Jesus Christ, visible in the Christian community. Without this young face, the Church would appear disfigured”. 

Referring to the imminent opening of the 5th General Conference of the Bishops' Conferences of Latin America and the Caribbean, the Pope said “ I ask you to follow its deliberations attentively; to participate in its discussions; to receive its fruits. As was the case with earlier Conferences, the present one will also leave a significant mark on the next ten years of evangelization in Latin America and the Caribbean. No one must stay on the sidelines or remain indifferent in the face of this ecclesial initiative, least of all you young people”. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 11/5/2007; righe 70, parole 1.079)

See the Pope's address 
http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/pontefici/pontefice.php?id=782
11 May 2007 – Celebration of Vespers at Catedral da Sé, São Paulo dedicated to Our Lady of the Annunciation 

VATICAN - Pope Benedict XVI  in Brazil  - “Starting afresh from Christ in every area of missionary activity; rediscovering in Jesus the love and salvation given to us by the Father through the Holy Spirit: this is the substance and lifeline of the bishop's mission”

São Paulo (Agenzia Fides) - In the evening of Friday 11 May Pope Benedict XVI celebrated Vespers with 400 Brazilian bishops in the Cathedral of Sao Paulo Catedral da Sé dedicated to Our Lady of the Annunciation. In his homily the Holy Father said “I thank God for the opportunity to be with this distinguished Episcopate, which presides over one of the largest Catholic populations in the world. I greet you with a sense of deep communion and sincere affection, well aware of your devotion to the communities entrusted to your care.” He then thanked Brazil for offering hospitality to the participants at 5th General Conference of the Council of Bishops' Conferences of Latin America and the Caribbean in Aparecida, and for  praying for the success of the meeting: “a great ecclesial event in view of the missionary efforts which Latin America must assume from here in Brazil”. 

Reflecting on the passage from the Letter to the Hebrews “Although he was Son, he learned obedience through what he suffered; and being made perfect he became the source of eternal salvation to all who obey him"” (Heb 5,8-9), Pope Benedict XVI said that Jesus “teaches that the way to salvation is to conform our will with that of God … if we go towards the will of God with Jesus Christ, we open the world to the Kingdom of God.” The mission of bishops is to recall that, as the Apostles of the Nations writes, our Saviour “wishes all men and women to be saved and to come to know the truth ” (1 Tm 2,4-6). “This alone it the finality of the Church: to save every single soul. Hence the mandate to evangelise …Where God and his will are unknown, where there is no faith in Jesus Christ and in his presence in the celebration of the sacraments, the essential for the solution of urgent social and political problems is lacking ”. 

The Pope then said the present times are difficult for the: “social life is experiencing a sense of loss and anxiety. The holiness of marriage and the family is attack in impunity… crimes against life are justified in the name of the rights of individual freedom; the dignity of the human person is violated; the wound of divorce and illegal unions is spreading… in the Church the value of priestly commitment as total entrustment to God in apostolic celibacy  and total dedication to serve souls is questioned...” The Holy Father encouraged the Bishops to look to the future with confidence “the Church is holy and cannot be destroyed” founded on Christ. Among the most urgent problems for the Church in Brazil the Pope mentioned lapse Catholics and he said the main reason was, “lack of evangelisation in which Christ and his Church are at the centre of all explanation”. Hence the need to promote “ methodical and capillary evangelisation to foster personal and community communion with… in a word, an evangelising mission involving all the living forces of this immense flock ”. 

“In this work of evangelisation the ecclesial community should be clearly marked by pastoral initiatives, especially by sending missionaries, lay or religious, to homes on the outskirts of the cities and in the interior, to enter into dialogue with everyone in a spirit of understanding, sensitivity and charity. On the other hand, if the persons they encounter are living in poverty, it is necessary to help them, as the first Christian communities did, by practising solidarity and making them feel truly loved. The poor living in the outskirts of the cities or the countryside need to feel that the Church is close to them, providing for their most urgent needs, defending their rights and working together with them to build a society founded on justice and peace.” the Pope said.

“ Starting afresh from Christ in every area of missionary activity; rediscovering in Jesus the love and salvation given to us by the Father through the Holy Spirit: this is the substance and lifeline of the bishop's mission which makes the him the person primarily responsible for catechesis in his diocese. Indeed, it falls ultimately to him to direct catechesis, surrounding himself with competent and trustworthy co-workers. It is therefore clear that the catechist’s task is not simply to communicate faith-experiences; rather—under the guidance of the Pastor—it is to be an authentic herald of revealed truths. Faith is a journey led by the Holy Spirit which can be summed up in two words: conversion and discipleship. In the Christian tradition, these two key words clearly indicate that faith in Christ implies a way of living based on the twofold command to love God and neighbour—and they also express life’s social dimension". 

“The is need for a correct application of the principles indicated by Vatican II, with regard to the Liturgy of the Church included in the instructions in the Directory for Bishops (cfr nn. 145-151), to restore to the Liturgy its sacred nature ”, the Popes aid expressing the need to “improve the quality of the Christian life of the people to enable them to witness clearly to their faith”. He urged the Bishops to be “heralds of eternal salvation for all who obey Christ (cfr Heb 5,10)… faithful servants of the Word with no watering-down  or confusion in the mission entrusted to us. It is not enough to observe reality on the basis of personal faith; we must work with the Gospel in hand and we must be anchored to authentic heritage of Apostolic Tradition, avoiding interpretations motivated by rationalistic ideologies”. It is the duty of the bishop to “preserve the deposit of faith and maintain its unity”.

Among the other questions which concern the bishop mentioned by the Pope in his homily: vocation  discernment, “to complete the spiritual, psycho-affective, intellectual and pastoral dimension in young men mature and willing to serve the Church ”, and concern for religious communities: “The Church cannot fail to manifest joy and appreciation for all the religious do in universities, schools, hospitals and other institutions and works”.

With regard to Ecumenism the Pope said that today this task “ever more urgent” has become “complex ”. Therefore “ indispensable is good historical and doctrinal formation which fosters the necessary discernment and helps to understand the specific identity of each community, the elements which divide and those which foster the building of unity ”. In the last part of his homily the Pope stressed the need to “work tirelessly for the formation of politicians and all Brazilians with decision-making power, and in general every member of society, that all may assume their responsibility and give a human face to economy with solidarity”.

Pope Benedict XVI concluded his address to the Bishops of Brazil with an “affectionate word of encouragement and at the same time a fraternal and sincere call to continue to work as you are already doing in harmony having as your foundation communion which in the Eucharist has its culminating moment and inexhaustible source.” (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 12/5/2007; righe 85, parole 1.194)

See the Pope address

http://www.evangelizatio.org
11 May 2007 – Homily during Mass for the Canonisation of Friar Antonio di Sant'Anna Galvão, at Campo de Marte in São Paulo

VATICAN - Pope Benedict XVI in Brazil - “Let us give thanks to God for the lasting benefits obtained through the powerful evangelising influence that the Holy Spirit impressed upon so many souls through Frei Galvão”

Sao Paulo (Agenzia Fides) - At an open air Mass at the Campo de Marte, in Sao Paulo in the morning of  Friday 11 May Pope Benedict XVI canonised the first Brazilian born saint Friar Antonio di Sant'Anna Galvão and he said .“ Yes, we cannot fail to praise our God. Let all of us praise him, peoples of Brazil and America, let us sing to the Lord of his wonders, because he has done great things for us. Today, Divine Wisdom allows us to gather around his altar with praise and thanksgiving for the grace granted to us in the canonisation of Fra Antonio di Sant'Anna Galvão”. “Let us give thanks to God for the lasting benefits obtained through the powerful evangelising influence that the Holy Spirit impressed upon so many souls through Frei Galvão - the Pope said in his homily The Franciscan charism, lived out in the spirit of the Gospel, has borne significant fruits through his witness as an ardent adorer of the Eucharist, as a prudent and wise guide of the souls who sought his counsel, and as a man with a great devotion to the Immaculate Conception of Mary, whose "son and perpetual servant" he considered himself to be".”

Then the Pope said “God comes towards us… He reveals himself through his word, in the sacraments and especially in the Eucharist. … The Holy Eucharist contains all the spiritual wealth of the Church, that is to say Christ himself, our Passover, the living bread come down from heaven, given life by the Holy Spirit and in turn life-giving because it is the source of Life for mankind”. Christians “must come to know the faith of the Church through her ordained ministers, through the exemplary manner in which they carry out the prescribed rites that always point to the eucharistic liturgy as the centre of the entire task of evangelisation. The faithful, in their turn, must seek to receive and to venerate the Most Holy Sacrament with piety and devotion, eager to welcome the Lord Jesus with faith, and having recourse, whenever necessary, to the sacrament of reconciliation so as to purify the soul from every grave sin.”. 

The Holy Father said Friar Galvão was an example of willingness to serve others, of making peace among souls and families, charity for the poor and the infirm, people flocked to him for confession for his zeal, wisdom and prudence. “My dearest friends, what a fine example Frei Galvão has left for us to follow!” the Pope said in his homily underlining the importance of the Saint's example today and he continued: “The world needs transparent lives, clear souls, pure minds that refuse to be perceived as mere objects of pleasure. It is necessary to oppose those elements of the media that ridicule the sanctity of marriage and virginity before marriage”.

At the end of his homily Pope Benedict XVI entrusted to the Blessed Virgin Mary the lives of priests and lay consecrated persons, seminarians and those called to the religious life, and he said, "Be holy as I am holy " (Lev 11, 44), “in the conviction that holiness is not only possible but also necessary for every person in his or her own state of life, so as to reveal to the world the true face of Christ, our friend! Amen! 

!” (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 12/5/2007; righe 39, parole 565)

12 May 2007 – Address to open 5th General Conference of the Bishops' Conferences of Latin America and the Caribbean: 

VATICAN - Pope Benedict XVI in Brazil - the Holy Father inaugurates 5th General Conference of the Bishops' Conferences of Latin America and the Caribbean: “ Church totally enlivened and impelled by the love of Christ …releases an irresistible missionary power which is the power of holiness ”

Aparecida) - In his homily during the Mass on Sunday 13 May in the square in front of the national Marian Shrine of Aparecida to open the 5th General Conference of the Bishops' Conferences of Latin America and the Caribbean, Pope Benedict XVI, remarking that “by a special gift of Divine Providence this Mass is celebrated in the season and in this place ”, in the Season of Easter, close to Pentecost, and at Aparecida, the Marian heart of Brazil" underlined that the Liturgy was the foundation of this CELAM 5 meeting because, “only the charity of Christ, effused by the Holy Spirit, can render this meeting an authentic ecclesial event, a moment of grace for the continent and for the whole world ”. Commenting the first reading from the Acts of the Apostles the Pope stressed the importance of “community discernment on the great difficulties the Church encounters on her path and which are explained by the ‘apostles’ and ‘elders’ with the light of the Holy Spirit”, underlining that today as then, “Church’s leaders discuss and argue, but in a constant attitude of religious openness to Christ’s word in the Holy Spirit. Consequently, at the end they can say: “it has seemed good to the Holy Spirit and to us…” (Acts 15:28).

Pope Benedict XVI said the Church's method is that of the Apostles: “This is the “method” by which we operate in the Church, whether in small gatherings or in great ones. It is not only question of procedure: it is a reflection of the Church’s very nature as a mystery of communion with Christ in the Holy Spirit.”. He underlined the role of the Spirit who “who trains disciples: he teaches them to love Jesus; he trains them to hear his word and to contemplate his countenance;” and the Church “considers herself the disciple and missionary of this Love: missionary only insofar as she is a disciple, capable of being attracted constantly and with renewed wonder by the God who has loved us and who loves us first”. 

The mystery of the attraction God exercises over mankind affects the community, the Church, His presence in the world. “The Church does not engage in proselytism. Instead, she grows by “attraction”: just as Christ “draws all to himself” by the power of his love, culminating in the sacrifice of the Cross, so the Church fulfils her mission to the extent that, in union with Christ, she accomplishes every one of her works in spiritual and practical imitation of the love of her Lord.”. Latin America, “Continent of Hope”, is called to become, in the words of the Pontiff, “Continent of love ”: “ This is faith that has made America the “Continent of Hope”. Not a political ideology, not a social movement, not an economic system: faith in the God who is Love—who took flesh, died and rose in Jesus Christ—is the authentic basis for this hope which has brought forth such a magnificent harvest from the time of the first evangelisation until today, as attested by the ranks of Saints and Blessed whom the Spirit has raised up throughout the Continent.” A Church called, in the image of the heavenly Jerusalem, to “ to spread throughout this Continent and the whole world the holiness of Christ”. (S.V.) (Agenzia Fides 15/5/2007; righe 36, parole 513)

See the Pope's homily
http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/pontefici/pontefice.php?id=788
12 May 2007 – Homily at the Shrine of Our Lady of Aparecida in Brazil, after the recitation of the Holy Rosary 

VATICAN - Pope Benedict in Brazil - "It is Our Lady who teaches us to pray. She helps us to open our minds and hearts to the power of the Holy Spirit who comes to be shared with the whole world ”

Aparecida (Agenzia Fides) - In his homily after the recitation of the Holy Rosary on Saturday 12 May  at the vast Shrine of Our Lady of Aparecida in Brazil, the Holy Father used intense words and moving contents to turn the minds and hearts of bishops and faithful towards the mystery of God's love for mankind, manifested fully in Jesus Christ born of Mary through the power of the Holy Spirit. “The Pope has come to Aparecida with great joy so as to say to you first of all: "Remain in the school of Mary." - the Pope said - Take inspiration from her teachings, seek to welcome and to preserve in your hearts the enlightenment that she, by divine mandate, sends you from on high.”. “Just as the Apostles, together with Mary, "went up to the upper room" and there, "with one accord devoted themselves to prayer" (Acts 1:13-14), so too we are gathered here today at the Shrine of Our Lady of Aparecida, which at this time is our "upper room" where Mary, Mother of the Lord, is in our midst. Today it is she who leads our meditation; it is she who teaches us to pray. It is she who shows us the way to open our minds and hearts to the power of the Holy Spirit, who comes to fill the whole world.

The Holy Father encouraged and blessed families, church movements and associations calling them “living expression of the Church's youth!” The Pope thanked the people of Brazil for the warm welcome, the thanked the priests of Latin America and the Caribbean and the whole world for giving themselves totally to God for ehe good of souls “The witness of a priestly life well lived brings nobility to the Church, calls forth admiration among the faithful, and is a source of blessings for the community; it is the best way to promote vocations, the most authentic invitation to other young people to respond positively to the Lord’s call. It is true collaboration in building the Kingdom of God!”. He told “beloved consecrated persons ” they are “an offering, a gift of God to the Church”, recalling that “in Brazil religious life has always played an important part in evangelisation”. Eloquent sign was the 11th of May the canonisation of Sant’Antonio of Sant’Anna Galvão, a Franciscan Friar, the first Brazil born saint. The Pope mentioned other consecrated persons including Santa Paulina, foundress of the Little Sisters of the Immaculate Conception. The Holy Father then encouraged those present: “The Church is our home! This is our home! In the Catholic Church we find all that is good, all that gives grounds for security and consolation! Anyone who accepts Christ, "the way, the truth and the life" in his totality, is assured of peace and happiness, in this life and in the next! For this reason, the Pope has come here to pray and to bear witness with you all: It is worth being faithful, it is worth persevering in our faith! The coherence of the faith also requires, however, a solid doctrinal and spiritual formation, which thus contributes to building a more just, humane and Christian society" And he concluded with a prayer to Our Lady: «"Our Mother, protect the Brazilian and Latin American family! Guard under your protective mantle the children of this beloved land that welcomes us, As the Advocate with your Son Jesus, give to the Brazilian people constant peace and full prosperity, Pour out upon our brothers and sisters throughout Latin America a true missionary ardour, to spread faith and hope, Make the resounding plea that you uttered in Fatima for the conversion of sinners become a reality that transforms the life of our society, And as you intercede, from the Shrine of Guadalupe, for the people of the Continent of Hope, bless its lands and its homes, Amen."”. (LA) (Agenzia Fides 14/5/2007 righe: 52 parole: 694)
12 May 2007 – Address the Poor Clare Sisters at the Fazenda da Esperança

VATICAN - Pope Benedict in Brazil - “With your silent prayerful self-offering, an eloquent silence that the Father hears, proclaim the message of love that conquers sorrow, drugs and death ”

Guaratinguetà (Agenzia Fides) - On 12 May, after celebrating Mass in the Chapel of the Bom Jesùs Seminary in Aparecida, Pope Benedict XVI went to visit the Fazenda da Esperança at Guaratinguetá which cares for young people addicted to drugs who wish to reintegrate into society (see Agenzia Fides 11/5/2007). In the Fazenda's new church the Pope had a meeting with the Sisters and he said: “ Dear Sisters, spiritual daughters of Saint Clare, our gathering here in this Fazenda da Esperança is a sign of the affection of the Successor of Peter towards the cloistered Sisters, and also a serene manifestation of love, echoing through the hills and valleys of the Mantiqueira mountain-range and spreading throughout the whole land: “No speech, no word, no voice is heard; yet their span extends through all the earth, their words to the utmost bounds of the world” (Ps 18:4-5). From this place, the daughters of Saint Clare proclaim: “Be praised, my Lord, for all your creatures!’.”

Then the Pope recalled “ In places where society no longer sees any future or hope, Christians are called to proclaim the power of the Resurrection: it is here, in this “Fazenda da Esperança” – home to so many, especially young people, who are seeking to overcome drug addiction, alcoholism, and chemical dependency – that a clear witness is given to the Gospel of Christ amid a consumer society far removed from God.… here at the Fazenda da Esperança, the prayers of the Poor Clare Sisters are united with the demanding work of medicine and therapy in order to vanquish the prisons and break the chains of drugs that bring so much suffering to God’s beloved children. In this way God’s creation is restored to the beauty that so delights and amazes its Creator. He is the Almighty Father, it is he alone whose essence is love and whose glory is man fully alive, in the expression of Saint Irenaeus.”

Benedict XVI said “ Through the strength of silent prayer, through fasting and penance, the daughters of Saint Clare live out the commandment of love for God and neighbour in its supreme form, loving to the end.!” The Pope then encouraged the religious: “ This means that we must never lose hope! Hence the name given to this work by Brother Hans: Fazenda da Esperança. We need to build up hope, weaving the fabric of a society that, by relaxing its grip on the threads of life, is losing the true sense of hope. This loss, according to Saint Paul, is the self-imposed curse of “heartless persons” (cf. Rom 1:31).My dear Sisters, make it your task to proclaim that “hope does not disappoint” (Rom 5:5). … with your silent prayerful self-offering, an eloquent silence that the Father hears, proclaim the message of love that conquers sorrow, drugs and death. Proclaim Jesus Christ, a human being like us, who suffers like ourselves, who took our sins upon himself in order to deliver us from them!!” He concluded by asking the Poor Clare Sisters to accompany with the prayers the work of 5th General Conference of the Council of Bishops' Conferences of Latin America and the Caribbean in Aparecida so close to the Fazenda da Esperança. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 14/5/2007; righe 31, parole 471)
12 May 2007 – Address to Fazenda da Esperança community

VATICAN - Pope Benedict XVI in Brazil - “ It is not enough to care for the body, we must adorn the soul with the most precious divine gifts acquired through Baptism.”

Guaratinguetà (Agenzia Fides) - After meeting a community of Poor Clare Sisters and celebrating Mass at the Fazenda da Esperança in Guaratinguetá, Pope Benedict XVI  had a meeting with the community gathered with Brother Hans Stapel, founder of the social work Nossa Senhora da Glória, known as "Fazenda da Esperança". The Pope wished peace and happiness to all the inmates, the volunteers, the benefactors present in an many Fazendas in different countries all over the world.

Citing the Book of Revelation “ Behold, I stand at the door and knock; if anyone hears my voice and opens the door, I will come in to him and eat with him, and he with me" (Rev 3:20), Pope Benedict XVI  said : “At some stage in people’s lives, Jesus comes and gently knocks at the hearts of those properly disposed. Perhaps for you, he did this through a friend or a priest, or, who knows, perhaps he arranged a series of coincidences which enabled you to realise that you are loved by God. Through the institution which has welcomed you, the Lord has given you this opportunity for physical and spiritual recovery, so vital for you and your families. In turn, society expects you to spread this precious gift of health among your friends and all the members of the community.

You must be Ambassadors of hope!” 

He then recalled that in Brazil and all over Latin America drug abuse is widespread: “ I therefore urge the drug-dealers to reflect on the grave harm they are inflicting on countless young people and on adults from every level of society: God will call you to account for your deeds. Human dignity cannot be trampled upon in this way. The harm done will receive the same censure that Jesus reserved for those who gave scandal to the "little ones", the favourites of God (cf. Mt 18:7-10).”

Lastly the Pope expressed his appreciation for this Work to rehabilitate drug addict and reinsert them in society, “ which has the charism of Saint Francis and the spirituality of the Focolare Movement as its spiritual foundation”: “Reintegration in society undoubtedly demonstrates the effectiveness of your initiative. Yet it is the conversions, the rediscovery of God and active participation in the life of the Church which attract even greater attention and which confirm the importance of your work. It is not enough to care for the body, we must adorn the soul with the most precious divine gifts acquired through Baptism.” At the end of his address Pope Benedict XVI  thanked those who support the Opera Sociale Nossa Senhora da Glória, with prayers and material aid  and he asked the community to pray for the 5th General Conference of the Council of Bishops' Conferences of Latin America and the Caribbean: “ offer your prayers, sacrifices, and renunciations on the altar of the Chapel, in the certainty that they will rise up to heaven in the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass as a fragrant offering to Almighty God. I am counting on your help!”. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 14/5/2007; righe 34, parole 505)

See the Pope's address
http://www.evangelizatio.org 

AMERICA/BRAZIL - The Pope's visit to Aparecida. The Pope says goodbye with praise and gratitude for "manifestation of enthusiasm and profound piety of this generous people "

Aparecida (Fides Service) - The small town of Aparecida, the site of Brazil's  National Marian Shrine  offered a warm welcome Pope Benedict XVI who had come to open the 5th General Conference of the Bishops' Conferences of Latin America and the Caribbean. Aparecida has a population of a little more than 8,000 but 30,000 gathered in the town to welcome the Pope on Friday 11 May. The Pope and his entourage stayed at 19th century Bon Jesús Seminary. The Pope was welcomed by Archbishop Raymundo Damasceno Assis, and the mayor, José Luiz Rodrigues who presented the Holy Father with the keys of the town.

Saturday the Pope visited the ‘Fazenda da Esperança’ community at Guarantiguetá where drug addicts start a new life. He was warmly welcomed. In his address Pope Benedict XVI urged drug dealers to consider the harm they do to people  and society and he warned them "human dignity cannot be trampled on in this way ”. Praising the volunteers who work at the Fazenda, the Pope said their "valid activity” helped in inmates to undertake “ conversion, re-establishing a relationship with God and taking an active part in the life of the Church". 

The Pope's visit to Aparecida continued with the recitation of the Rosary with clergy, religious, deacons and seminarians at the church of Our Lady Aparecida. The Pope was welcomed by the Archbishop  of Aparecida Raymundo Damasceno Assis, and after the prayers the Pope addressed those present and concluded "It is with great hope that I turn to all of you assembled here within this majestic Basilica, and to all who took part in the Holy Rosary from outside, to invite you to become profoundly missionary and to bring the Good News of the Gospel to every point of the compass in Latin America and in the world. Let us ask the Mother of God, Our Lady of Aparecida, to protect the lives of all Christians. May she, who is the Star of Evangelization, guide our steps along the path towards the heavenly Kingdom"

On Sunday 13 May the Pope presided the Mass for the opening of 5th General Conference of the Bishops' Conferences of Latin America and the Caribbean  (CELAM) and in the afternoon he presided the first session of the Conference. CELAM president Cardinal Francisco Javier Errazuriz, told the Pope that the Continent of Hope was deeply grateful for his presence. The Holy Father then addressed the Conference which was the principal motive for his visit to Brazil.

The Holy Father said goodbye to Brazil expressing his gratitude for the demonstration of such faith and love for the Successor of Peter. Present at the airport political and civil authorities, the president of the Bishops' Conference Archbishop Geraldo Lyrio Rocha of Mariana; the Archbishop of São Paulo Odilo Pedro Scherer and auxiliaries and Bishop Luiz Gonzaga Bergonzini of Guarulhos.

The Pope said: “The signs of enthusiasm and the deep piety of this people of the Land of the Holy Cross will remain for ever impressed in my memory. Together with so many pilgrims from the length and breadth of the Continent of Hope, they have given whole-hearted proof of their faith in Christ and their love for the Successor of Peter. I pray that the Lord will assist religious and civil leaders to give renewed impulse to the initiatives that are awaited by all for the common good of the great Latin American family." The Pope thanked the president of Brazil and all the authorities, the bishops, priests, religious, those who organised the Conference, "You have all contributed to the splendour of these days, filling those taking part with joy and hope — gaudium et spes! — for the Christian family and for its mission in society. Be assured: I carry you all with me in my heart, and from the depths of my heart I impart a blessing to you, which I extend to all the peoples of Latin America and the world”. (LF/RG) (Agenzia Fides 14/5/2007 righe 44 parole 435)

18 May 2007 – Address to Catholic Bishops of Mali on ad limina visit

VATICAN - Pope Benedict XVI  addresses the Bishops of Mali: “Today diocesan clergy is called to play a more active role in evangelisation in fraternal and confident collaboration with missionaries … priests must live their priestly identity giving themselves wholly to the Lord for disinterested service of their brothers and sisters ” 

Castel Gandolfo  (Fides Service) – “Your local Churches must know that they have a place in the heart and prayers of the Pope” Pope Benedict XVI told the Bishops of Mali whom he received in audience on Friday 18 May at his Summer residence in Castel Gandolfo for their ad limina visit. The Pope encouraged the priests, religious, catechists and lay faithful to live “with generosity the Gospel of Christ received from their Fathers in the faith ”. 


Pope Benedict XVI urged his  “Brother Bishops” to guide “the people of God as ardent shepherds, as men of faith, with confidence and being close to all, to instil hope even in the most difficult situations”. He asked them to be for each of their priests “a father, a brother and a friend”. In fact priests co-operate generously in the apostolic mission of the bishop “often living in difficult human and spiritual situations. Today the diocesan clergy is called to play a more active role in evangelisation in fraternal and confident collaboration with missionaries, to whose courageous work I pay homage. Priests must live their priestly identity giving themselves wholly to the Lord for disinterested service of their brothers and sisters never losing heart when difficulties arise”. Priests find the strength for their ministry in prayer and in the sacramental life, which for them represent “an authentic pastoral priority, which will help them respond with determination to the call to holiness received from the Lord and to the mission to guide the faithful along the same path”. Quoting his encyclical Deus Caritas est, Pope Benedict XVI  said “ People who pray are not wasting their time, even though the situation appears desperate and seems to call for action alone” (n. 36).


The Holy Father then stressed the importance of formation of priests, which “must be carefully planned” and “cannot be simply transmitting abstract notions”. “It must prepare candidates to the priesthood, and therefore must be effectively linked with the reality of mission and the priestly life. Human formation is the basis of priestly formation. Special attention to ensure their maturity will enable them to freely respond to the life of celibacy and chastity, a precious gift of God, and to be deeply aware of this all through life”.


In preparation for the 2nd Special Assembly of the Synod of Bishops for Africa, the Pope said the faithful must “work to promote reconciliation, justice and peace”, and he said lay Catholics must be aware “of their special mission in the one of the Church ” and they must strive to build “a society of justice, solidarity and brotherhood”. This is why it is "indispensable to form competent lay people to serve the common good”, based on the social doctrine of the Church. The Pontiff recalled the contribution offered by the Church and religious institutes in Malawi in the field of education, to alleviate suffering and in charitable work. “However – the Pope said - all this activity must be the expression of the loving presence of God among those in need”. 


In the last part of his address the Pope spoke about pastoral care for married couples: “when the number of Christian marriages is low the Church has the duty to help the baptised, young people in particular, to understand the beauty and dignity of this Sacrament in the life of the Christian”. Lastly Pope Benedict XVI  thanked God “for all the young people who hear God's call to serve him in the priesthood and the consecrated life” and he said he was happy to know that “Catholics in Mali have cordial relations with the Muslim co-citizens. It is fundamental to intensify these relations, to foster fruitful friendship and collaboration between Christians and Muslims. With this in mind it is right for the identity proper to each community to be made visible in reciprocal respect, recognition of the religious diversities of the national community and promoting peaceful co-existence at all levels of society.” The Pope concluded his address encouraging the Bishops to carry on their mission at the service of the Gospel of Christ: “The Christian hope with which you are filled is support for the faith and impulse for charity ”. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 21/5/2007; righe 52, parole 722)

See the Pope's address in French 

Interview with the President of the Bishops' Conference of Mali 

http://fidesserver/gestione/news/anno/mese/notizia.php?id=12958&tabella=news
13 May 2007 – Homily during Mass to open 5th General Conference of the Council of Bishops' Conferences of Latin America and the Caribbean 

VATICAN - Pope Benedict XVI in Brazil - the Holy Father inaugurates 5th General Conference of the Bishops' Conferences of Latin America and the Caribbean: “ Church totally enlivened and impelled by the love of Christ …releases an irresistible missionary power which is the power of holiness ”

Aparecida - In his homily during the Mass on Sunday 13 May in the square in front of the national Marian Shrine of Aparecida to open the 5th General Conference of the Bishops' Conferences of Latin America and the Caribbean, Pope Benedict XVI, remarking that “by a special gift of Divine Providence this Mass is celebrated in the season and in this place ”, in the Season of Easter, close to Pentecost, and at Aparecida, the Marian heart of Brazil" underlined that the Liturgy was the foundation of this CELAM 5 meeting because, “only the charity of Christ, effused by the Holy Spirit, can render this meeting an authentic ecclesial event, a moment of grace for the continent and for the whole world ”. Commenting the first reading from the Acts of the Apostles the Pope stressed the importance of “community discernment on the great difficulties the Church encounters on her path and which are explained by the ‘apostles’ and ‘elders’ with the light of the Holy Spirit”, underlining that today as then, “Church’s leaders discuss and argue, but in a constant attitude of religious openness to Christ’s word in the Holy Spirit. Consequently, at the end they can say: “it has seemed good to the Holy Spirit and to us…” (Acts 15:28).

Pope Benedict XVI said the Church's method is that of the Apostles: “This is the “method” by which we operate in the Church, whether in small gatherings or in great ones. It is not only question of procedure: it is a reflection of the Church’s very nature as a mystery of communion with Christ in the Holy Spirit.”. He underlined the role of the Spirit who “who trains disciples: he teaches them to love Jesus; he trains them to hear his word and to contemplate his countenance;” and the Church “considers herself the disciple and missionary of this Love: missionary only insofar as she is a disciple, capable of being attracted constantly and with renewed wonder by the God who has loved us and who loves us first”. 

The mystery of the attraction God exercises over mankind affects the community, the Church, His presence in the world. “The Church does not engage in proselytism. Instead, she grows by “attraction”: just as Christ “draws all to himself” by the power of his love, culminating in the sacrifice of the Cross, so the Church fulfils her mission to the extent that, in union with Christ, she accomplishes every one of her works in spiritual and practical imitation of the love of her Lord.”. Latin America, “Continent of Hope”, is called to become, in the words of the Pontiff, “Continent of love ”: “ This is faith that has made America the “Continent of Hope”. Not a political ideology, not a social movement, not an economic system: faith in the God who is Love—who took flesh, died and rose in Jesus Christ—is the authentic basis for this hope which has brought forth such a magnificent harvest from the time of the first evangelisation until today, as attested by the ranks of Saints and Blessed whom the Spirit has raised up throughout the Continent.” A Church called, in the image of the heavenly Jerusalem, to “ to spread throughout this Continent and the whole world the holiness of Christ”. (S.V.) (Agenzia Fides 15/5/2007; righe 36, parole 513)

See the Pope's homily
http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/pontefici/pontefice.php?id=788
19 May 2007 – Discourse at International Meeting sponsored by Centesimus Annus - Pro Pontifice Foundation
VATICAN - “Only a process of globalisation attentive to the need of solidarity can guarantee humanity a future of authentic wellbeing and stable peace for all”: the Pope tells participants at International Meeting sponsored by the Centesimus Annus - Pro Pontifice Foundation

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) – The basic commitment of the Centesimus Annus – Pro Pontifice Foundation, namely the study of the most topical aspects of the Church's Social Teaching regarding the most urgent problems and challenges today, was the subject of an International Meeting organised by the Foundation whose participants  were received in audience by Pope Benedict XVI on Saturday 19 May in the Vatican. Expressing gratitude to the Foundation for the contribution offered which enables the Pope to meet many urgent demands for help from all over the world, and for the Association's serious commitment, Pope Benedict XVI  proposed some reflections, on the social theme which inspired the work of the Meeting. “you have… discussed from the economic and social point of view present changes in developing countries and the consequent repercussions of a cultural and religious nature. In particular, you focussed on Asian nations characterised by marked economic growth, which however does not always mean real social development and those of Africa where, unfortunately, economic growth and social development encounter many obstacles and challenges”.


“What these people need, like all peoples everywhere in the world, is without doubt harmonious social and economic progress with a truly human dimension ” the Pope said quoting Centesimus annus. “Attention to the real needs of the human person, respect for the dignity of every person, sincere search for the common good are the inspiring principles which must be kept in mind when planning the development of a nation. Sad to say however this is not always so.” Among the “dramatic unbalances" of today's globalised society, Benedict XVI mentioned constant increase in the rate of economic growth, problems connected with modern progress, not forgetting high pollution rates and irresponsible consumption of natural and environmental resources: “only a process of globalisation attentive to the need of solidarity can guarantee humanity a future of authentic wellbeing and stable peace for all ”.


In the last part of his address the Pope encouraged those present to continue efforts to tackle these problems in the light of the Church's social teaching, to promote a culture of solidarity and to foster economic development attentive to the real expectations of individuals and peoples. “While I encourage you in your endeavour I would underline that only an ordered interweaving of three indispensable profiles of development – economic, social and human – can give rise to a society of freedom and solidarity ”. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 21/5/2007 – righe 31, parole 416)

See the Pope's address in Italian

20 May 2007 – Regina Caeli

VATICAN - The Pope at the Regina Cæli prayer: “I ask you to continue to pray for the Conference in Aparecida… I appeal once again to leaders in the media industry to safeguard the common good, to respect and truth and to defend the dignity of the person and the family ” – Appeal for peace in the Middle East

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) – The 5th General Conference of the Bishops' Conferences of Latin America and the Caribbean and the Church's World Communications Day were the two themes of the midday address given by Pope Benedict XVI  on Sunday 20 May from the window of his study overlooking St Peter's Square.    


The Pope began by thanking God for his recent apostolic journey to Brazil, and thanking those who accompanied him with their prayers. “The purpose of that pastoral visit was to inaugurate 5th General Conference of the Bishops' Conferences of Latin America and the Caribbean. However before that important ecclesial event, I had an opportunity to meet the local Catholic community” said Pope Benedict XVI adding that he would speak more at length on the Visit during his weekly audience this Wednesday and he asked those present “to continue to pray for the Conference taking place in Aparecida and for the pilgrim people of God in Latin America.”


The second motive of reflection and prayer was the Church's annual World Communications Day this year on the theme: "Children and the media: a challenge for education". The Pope recalled that “the challenges to education in the world today are often connected with the influence of the media, which rivals that of the school, the Church and even the family”. Hence the need for adequate training to a correct use of the media “to educate children and young people to be selective and to develop a critical attitude... but the media must also help in this task of education promoting the dignity of the human person, marriage and the family, the conquests and goals of civilisation”. Pope Benedict XVI then appealed to “the leaders of the media industry and media operators to safeguard the common good, to respect the truth and to defend the dignity of the person and the family ”.



After the Marian prayer the Pope expressed his sympathy to the people of Palestine and Israel underlining the urgent need to return to the peace process: “Fighting between factions in the Gaza Strip, rockets launched on people in nearby Israeli cities and the reaction of armed intervention, are causing a bloody deterioration of the situation which is appalling. Once again in the name of God I beg for an end to this tragic violence, and to the sorely tried people of Palestine and Israel I wish to express my closeness and sympathy and assure them that I remember them in my prayers. I appeal to the sense of responsibility of all the Palestinian Authorities to resume with dialogue and resoluteness the arduous path to agreement, thus neutralising the violent. I call on the Israeli government to exercise moderation and I urge the international community to intensify efforts to re-launch negotiations. May the Lord inspire and sustain builders of peace!” (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 21/5/2007; righe 34, parole 468)

See the Pope's address in various languages

22 May 2007 – Message to the President of Rwanda, for that country's annual day of national mourning to remember the beginning of the 1994 genocide

VATICAN - “The Christian faith, which is shared by the majority of Rwandans, if lived coherently and fully, is a real help in overcoming a past of errors and death,”: Pope Benedict XVI Message to the President of Rwanda

Vatican City (Fides Service) – Made public today was a Message, dated April 3, from the Holy Father Pope Benedict XVI  to Paul Kagame, president of the Republic of Rwanda, for that country's annual day of national mourning to mark the beginning of the 1994 genocide. The anniversary day fell on April 7, Easter Saturday. "I wish to participate," writes the Pope in his Message, "in the national mourning and especially in the prayers for all the victims of that horrendous bloodbath, without distinction of creed, ethnicity or political opinion.".


The Pope recalls that for Christians Holy Saturday is a special day “one of the most important at the liturgical level”, because after the tragedy of Golgotha, followers of Christ wait for the realisation of His words: “I am the resurrection and the life”. For Rwandans too, the Pope writes, this Saturday “will be a most important day, different from any other, because they will commemorate the hundreds of thousands of innocent people who thirteen years ago were victims of the terrible massacres of the genocide ”. 


The Holy Father also expresses his hope "that all Rwandans, guided by their civil and religious authorities, commit themselves with greater generosity and effectiveness in favour of national reconciliation and the building of a new country, in truth and justice, in fraternal unity and peace." Benedict XVI concludes his message by affirming that "the Christian faith, which is shared by the majority of Rwandans, if lived coherently and fully, is a real help in overcoming a past of errors and death, the culminating point of which was the 1994 genocide. At the same time, such faith stimulates trust in the possibility offered to all Rwandans, reconciled to one another, to build a better future together, rediscovering the novelty of love which is the only power that can lead to personal and social perfection and orient history towards good."

". (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 22/5/2007, righe 23, parole 351)

See the Pope's message in French
http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/pontefici/pontefice.php?id=794
23 May 2007 –Discourse at the end of a performance of the  Resurrexi Sacred Oratory

VATICAN - Benedict XVI attends concert "Resurrexi": “For every believer and for every ecclesial community what is important is the encounter with Jesus Christ crucified and risen ”

Vatican City  – “This evening of music was an opportunity to meditate on the central event of our faith: the Resurrection of Christ… Easter is the heart of Christianity. For every believer and for every ecclesial community what is important is the encounter with Jesus Christ crucified and risen. Without this personal and community experience, without intimate friendship with Jesus, faith remains superficial and sterile”. With these words Pope Benedict XVI addressed those who with him attended a concert in the Paul VI Hall in the Vatican in the afternoon of 23 May for the execution of the Sacred Oratory Resurrexi, offered to the Pope by the Italian Bishops' Conference, on the occasion of his eightieth birthday and as the crowning moment of the ad limina visit which the Italian Bishops have just completed. The Pope thanked those who “promoted and prepared the magnificent performance ” of the Oratory, which he said he hope would “strengthen our faith. The Passover of Christ anticipates the new life of the risen world: if we are firmly convinced of this consequently more conscious will be our witness to the Gospel and for ardent our apostolic zeal.” (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 24/5/2007; righe 14, parole 197)

See the Pope's address

http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/pontefici/pontefice.php?id=796
23 May 2007 – General Audience 

VATICAN - Pope Benedict XVI  at general audience reflects on his recent pastoral visit to Brazil: “ it was first of all to give praise to God for the ‘wonders’ worked among the peoples of Latin America, for the faith which has animated their life and the culture for over five hundred years ”

Vatican City – “During this general audience I would like to reflect on my recent apostolic journey to Brazil from the, 9 to the 14 of this month. After two years of Pontificate, at last I had the joy of going to Latin America which I love so much and where in fact a large number of the world's Catholics live”. With these words Pope Benedict XVI  began his address to thousands of visitors gathered in St Peter's Square on Wednesday 23 May. After explaining that the destination was Brazil but the intent was to “embrace the whole of the Latin American sub-continent ”, the Holy Father expressed profound gratitude for the welcome he received from the bishops, the civil authorities and the people.


The Pope then explained to reason for his journey: “it was first of all to give praise to God for the ‘wonders’ worked among the peoples of Latin America, for the faith which has animated their life and their culture for over five hundred years. In this sense it was a pilgrimage which reached its peak at the Shrine of Our Lady of Aparecida, Brazil's principal patron saint”. The Pope then recalled that the relationship faith - culture always received major attention from his Predecessors, and he said: “I wished to affirm this and confirm the Church in Latin America and the Caribbean on the path of faith which became and becomes lived history, popular piety, art, in dialogue with the rich pre-Colombian traditions and then with the numerous European influences and from other continents. Of course the memory of a glorious past cannot ignore the shadows which accompanied the work of evangelising the continent of Latin America: it is impossible in fact to forget the suffering and injustice inflicted by  colonisers on indigenous peoples, whose basic human rights were often violated. However the dutiful mention of those unjustifiable crimes - which already at the time were condemned by missionaries such as Bartolomeo de Las Casas and theologians like Francesco da Vitoria of the University of Salamanca - cannot prevent us from acknowledging with gratitude the wonderful work achieved by divine grave among those peoples through in those centuries. In this way the Gospel became on that continent the basic element of a dynamic synthesis which, with various nuances according to the different countries, expresses the identity of the Latin American peoples. Today in the epoch of globalisation, this Catholic identity still presents itself as the most adequate response as long as it is animated by serious spiritual formation and the principles of the social doctrine of the Church.”


Brazil possesses deeply rooted Christian values but it still experiences serious social and economic difficulties, the Pope recalled, highlighting the need to mobilise all the Church's spiritual and moral forces to help overcome these difficulties. Benedict XVI then recalled his visit to the Fazenda da Esperança, community of rehabilitation of young drug addicts. The Fazenda includes a convent of Poor Clare Sisters: “I found this emblematic for the world today in need of psychological and social still more profound, spiritual 'recuperation' ”. The Pope then mentioned the canonisation of the first Brazilian born saint: Frei Antonio de Sant’Anna Galvão: “His witness confirms that holiness is the real revolution which can promote authentic reform in the Church and society”.


In the cathedral in Sao Paulo the Pope met the Bishops of Brazil, the largest bishops' conference in the world: “I encouraged my brother bishops to proceed with new evangelisation. I urged them to develop capillary and methodical diffusion of the Word of God so that in people's innate and diffused religiosity may grow stronger becoming mature faith, personal and community acceptance of the God of Jesus Christ”. 


Another important event recalled by the Pope was his meeting with young people: “I asked them to be apostles of their peers; and for this to give special care to human and spiritual formation; to have great esteem for marriage and the path leading to it in chastity and responsibility; to be ready for the call to the consecrated life for the Kingdom of God. In brief, I encouraged them to put to good use the riches of youth to be the youthful face of the Church.”


The culmination of the visit was the inauguration of the 5th General Conference of the Bishops' Conferences of Latin America and the Caribbean at the shrine of Our Lady of Aparecida on the theme "Disciples and missionaries of Jesus Christ that our people may have life in Him - I am the Way, the Truth and the Life". “To be disciples and missionaries – the Pope said at the audience - implies a close bond with the Word of God, the Eucharist, the other Sacraments, living in the Church in obedient listening to her teaching. To joyfully renew the will to be disciples of Jesus to "be with Him", is the fundamental condition for being his missionaries "starting out from Christ "… With my apostolic visit, I wanted to encourage Catholics to continue on this path and I offered as unifying perspective that of the encyclical Deus caritas est, a perspective inseparably theological and social, which can be summarised in this expression: it is love which gives life”. Last of all Pope Benedict XVI said he entrusted the fruits of that unforgettable apostolic journey to the intercession of the Blessed Virgin Mary, venerated under the title of Our Lady of Guadalupe as patron of all America and the newly made Brazilian Saint, Frei Antonio de Sant’Anna Galvão.


At the end of the audience the Pope greeted various groups including priests from mission territories in Rome for higher studies: “In particular, I greet the student priests at the Collegio San Paolo who have concluded their studies at various pontifical universities in Rome. Dear priests when you return to your respective countries may you put to good use the cultural, pastoral experience and priestly communion of these years ”.


Before the audience the Pope blessed a statue placed in an external niche of St Peter's of Saint Joseph Manyanet (1833-1901), founder of the Congregation of the Sons of the Holy Family Jesus Mary and Joseph and the Missionary Daughters of the Holy Family of Nazareth. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 24/5/2007 – righe 74, parole 1042) 

See the Pope's teaching

http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/pontefici/pontefice.php?id=795
24 May 2007 – Audience participants at 57th general assembly of the Italian Bishops' Conference 

VATICAN - “The Church's mission and our concern as Bishops must be for each and all: I think this should be remembered particularly in this 50th anniversary year of the Encyclical Fidei donum of Pius XII” : Benedict XVI addresses general assembly of the Italian Bishops' Conference CEI

Vatican City (Fides Service) - In his address to the participants at the 57th general assembly of the Italian Bishops' Conference at midday on 24 May in the Synod Hall in the Vatican the Holy Father Pope Benedict XVI told the Bishops that their ad Limina visit to him over recent months “was of great comfort and an experience of joy." And he continued: "These visits with you confirmed by certainty that in Italy the faith is alive and deeply rooted and the Church is a reality at the level of the people, very close to individuals and families. Undoubtedly there exist different situations in this country so rich in history also religious history and marked by many legacies as well as many different conditions of life, work and income” 


Among present difficulties the Pope mentioned “the burden of a culture based on moral relativism, poor in certainties and rich instead in claims not rarely unjustified”, while it appears necessary to “fortify Christian formation with more substantial catechesis” and “to put God always at the centre of the life of our communities giving priority to prayer, personal friendship with Jesus and the call to holiness”. Pope Benedict XVI underlined the need to pay special attention to vocations to the priesthood and the consecrated life, to ongoing formation and the conditions of living and operating of priests, often scarce, especially in certain regions, which creates serious difficulties for pastoral care. The Pope then mentioned the recent Church Meeting in Verona: “It is most important that the same hope in the Risen Christ, spirit of communion and readiness for missionary witness which animated and sustained the preparation and then the celebration of the Meeting,  may continue to nourish the life and  the multiform activity of the Church in Italy”.


Referring to the principal theme of the meeting - "Jesus Christ, the only Saviour of the world: the Church on mission ad gentes and at home" – Benedict XVI said “it is always a question of announcing Christ and bearing witness to him whether to peoples opening to the faith for the first time or to the children of those peoples who come to live and work in Italy, or to our own people who may have drifted away from the faith and in any case is pressured by the secularised tendency which wants to dominate society and culture in this country and all over Europe. The Church's mission and our concern as Bishops must be for each and all: I think this should be remembered particularly in this 50th anniversary year of the Encyclical Fidei donum of Pius XII. I am happy that as the basis of missionary commitment you wished to lay the fundamental truth that Jesus Christ is the only saviour of the world: in fact from the beginning the certainty of this truth has always given decisive impulse to Christian missionary activity.” Today it is particularly necessary to have esteem and respect for other religions and cultures however “this cannot lessen awareness of the originality, fullness and uniqueness of the revelation of the true God given definitively in Christ, nor can it weaken or lessen the Church's missionary vocation. The relativistic cultural climate which surrounds us today makes it increasingly important and urgent to help the whole Church mature in the certainty that Christ, God with the human face, is truly the one and only Saviour ”. 



Benedict XVI then reminded the Bishops of their responsibility not only towards the Churches entrusted to their care but to the whole nation. “With full and cordial respect for the separation of Church and politics, for that which belongs to Cesar and that which belongs to God (cfr. Mt 22,21), we cannot fail to be concerned with what is good for the human person created in God's own image and likeness: in concrete, the common good of Italy”. In this regard the Pope mentioned a Note “in full consonance with the continual teaching of the Apostolic See" approved by the CEI Standing Council on the family founded on marriage and legislative initiatives with regard to de facto couples. On the same subject the Pope underlined that  the Family “is deeply rooted in the heart and life of the Italian people”, and the family's role in society “must be understood and recognised today in the face of a culture which thinks it is favouring the happiness of persons insisting unilaterally on individual freedoms. Therefore all state initiatives in favour of the family as such can only be appreciated and encouraged.”


The Pope ended by urging the Italian Bishops to give attention to “the real difficulties of the people … many forms of poverty, old and new, visible and hidden”, so that in her service “the authentic love of Christ may be ever more resplendent”. The next appointment for the Italian Church will be in Loreto, at the beginning of September for the "Forum of Young Italians", “which intends the insert young Catholics more profoundly in the path of the Church following the Meeting in Verona and prepare them for World Youth Day in Sydney next year. We are well aware – the Pope concluded - that the Christian formation of the new generations, perhaps the most difficult duty, is the most important task facing the Church”. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 25/5/2007 – righe 60, parole 878)

See address in Italian

26 May 2007 – Audience to Catholic Bishops of Mozambique received in audience for their ad limina visit VATICAN - Pope Benedict XVI addresses Bishops of Mozambique: “Try to ensure that missionary proclamation has first place in your priorities and tell those who have the grace of being Christians that they must help accomplish this task”

Vatican City – “ Try to ensure that missionary proclamation has first place in your priorities and tell those who have the grace of being Christians that they must help accomplish this task”, Pope Benedict XVI said in his address to the Catholic Bishops of Mozambique whom he received in audience for their ad limina visit on Saturday May 26. 


After sending “warm greetings to all the people of God in Mozambique”, the Holy Father assured them of his prayers that the Holy Spirit, through the example and ministry of the Bishops might “accomplish a new Pentecost” and “renew the face of the earth” in the beloved land of Mozambique. The Pope then recalled the responsibilities of Bishops: “you are responsible for the announcement of the Word of God in the regions entrusted to you; responsible for the celebration of the liturgy, formation to prayer, preparations for the sacraments that they may be worthily administered to the Christian people; responsible for the organic unity of the diocese, its institutions of assistance, formation and apostolate”. 


There is need of the bishop's testimony and presence “in every community in his diocese ” and in particular he must be close to the priests “who must be visited or received, listened to, guided and encouraged”, Pope Benedict XVI  underlined: “With them you have an enormous task to accomplish, naturally in communion with the Holy Spirit who works in your hearts: the first evangelisation of more than half the population of Mozambique… Strive at least to see that missionary endeavour has first place among your priorities and tell those who have received the grace of being Christians that they must help accomplish this task. Church movements and new communities are a providential tool for new missionary impulse; welcome and promote them in your dioceses because the Holy Spirit uses them to reawaken and strengthen the faith in hearts and to proclaim the joy of believing in Jesus Christ.”


The Pope then recalled the importance of deepening the faith with every available means (catechesis for young people and adults, meetings, liturgies, inculturation) because this is the only way to respond to the influence of religious sects, religious indifferent, materialism and neo-paganism. “On the contrary a profound and committed faith will renew the behaviour of persons in their socio-professional life and consequently the tissue of society. In this way Christians help fight injustices, improve the living conditions of people and groups most in need, educate to uprightness in customs, tolerance, forgiveness and reconciliation”. It is the Bishop's task to inspire and sustain this important work always safeguarding the Church's freedom in her prophetic mission, “maintaining clearly the distinction between the pastoral mission and the mission advanced by political programmes and powers”.


Stressing that collaboration among apostolic workers is indispensable, the Pope urged the bishops to give attention to on-going formation for the clergy - theological and pastoral updating and a regular spiritual life -,  to prepare future priests well,  “to invest in pastoral of vocations to the priesthood and to the religious life, giving it new impulse and co-ordination at the diocesan and national level”, never to neglect sound basic formation for aspirants to the consecrated life, to have care of catechists since “great and praiseworthy is their generous and disinterested dedication, but they need adequate formation and special support to shoulder their responsibility to bear witness to the faith in front of the cultural evolution of their own brothers and sisters if they are to guide them with the example of a holy life”.


Among the other fields of pastoral care and challenges the Pope mentioned: religious instruction for children adolescents, students and young people; formation of authentic Christian families who accept the model, demands and graces of Christian marriage, by means of “dynamic family pastoral and sound foundations, with the support of family associations co-ordinated at the diocesan and national level”; assistance for the poor, the sick, the marginalised; the invasion of sects; development of social communications, etc. “I am certain – the Pope concluded - that all these challenges can be met thanks to the faith and determination with which you are filled, through the Holy Spirit who never refuses his help to those who seek it and who seek to do the will of God”. At the end of his address the Pope said: “In the strong bond which unites you with the Successor of Peter, safeguard and intensify collegial unity and activity among yourselves. Share your experiences, interpret together the signs of the times relative to the needs of your people, moved always by a spirit of fidelity to the Church.  This unity among you bishops will be the centre and the root of perfect ecclesial communion which gathers all in Christ ”. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 28/5/2007; righe 57, parole 818)

See the Pope's address in Portuguese

http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/pontefici/pontefice.php?id=798
27 May 2007 – Regina Caeli

VATICAN - “The Church is by nature missionary and since the day of Pentecost the Holy Spirit never ceases to guide her along the roads of the world, to the ends of the earth, until the end of time” Pope Benedict XVI  says at the midday Regina Cæli prayer on Pentecost Sunday

Vatican City - “The essential and qualifying traits of the Church" was the subject of Pope Benedict XVI's reflection at midday on Sunday 27 May the “great feast of Pentecost”, fifty days after Easter the Holy Spirit descended on the community of the disciples gathered with Mary the mother of Jesus and the twelve Apostles. “The Church is one like the community of Pentecost, united in prayer and 'in harmony': 'one in heart and mind' (Acts 4,32). The Church is holy, not because of her merits, but because she is animated by the Holy Spirit, and she keeps her eyes on Christ to become similar to Him and to his love. The Church is Catholic, because the Gospel is for all peoples and this is why from the beginning the Holy Spirit makes her speak all tongues. The Church is apostolic, because, built on the foundation of the Apostles, she faithfully preserves their teaching through the uninterrupted chain of apostolic succession”.


The Pope then underlined the Church's missionary nature: “The Church is by nature missionary and since the day of Pentecost the Holy Spirit never ceases to guide her along the roads of the world, to the ends of the earth, until the end of time”. The Book of the Acts of the Apostles describes how the Gospel passed from the Jews to the pagans, from Jerusalem to Rome, the Pope recalled. “Rome stands for the world of the pagans, and all the peoples not included in the ancient people of God. In fact, the Acts of the Apostles end with the arrival of the Gospel in Rome. We can say therefore that Rome is the concrete name of catholicity and missionary endeavour, it expresses fidelity to the origins, to the Church of all times, to a Church which speaks all languages and reaches out to all cultures.” Pope Benedict XVI concluded asking the Blessed Virgin Mary to intercede “that the Holy Spirit may descend abundantly on the Church in our day, fill the hearts of all the faithful and kindle in them - in us - the fire of his love”. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 28/5/2007; righe 23, parole 373)

See the Pope's address in various languages
http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/pontefici/pontefice.php?id=799
29 May 2007 – Message for World Mission Sunday 2007: "All the Churches for all the World"

VATICAN - Pope Benedict XVI's Message for World Mission Sunday 2007: "All the Churches for all the World"

Vatican City - We give below the text of the Message of the Holy Father Pope Benedict XVI  for the 81st World Mission Sunday celebrated on the penultimate Sunday in the month of October, this year Sunday 21 October: "All the Churches for All the World ".


Dear brothers and sisters,

On the occasion of World Mission Sunday I ask the whole People of God - bishops, priests, men and women religious and lay men and women to reflect together on the urgency and the importance of the Church's missionary activity also in our day. Like a universal appeal and heartfelt appeal there continue to resound the words with which, before ascending into heaven, the crucified and Risen Jesus Christ entrusted to the Apostles the missionary mandate: "Go, therefore, make disciples of all nations; baptise them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teach them to observe all the commands I gave you " adding: " And look, I am with you always; yes, to the end of time" (Mt 28,19-20). In the demanding task of evangelisation we are sustained and accompanied by the certainty that He, the master of the harvest, is always with us and never ceases to guide his people. Christ is the inexhaustible source of the Church's mission. This year another event spurs us to new missionary commitment: in fact it is the 50th anniversary of the Encyclical Fidei donum promulgated by the Servant of God Pius XII, to promote and encourage co-operation among Churches for mission ad gentes.


"All the Churches for All the World" is the theme chosen for this year's World Mission Sunday. It is a call to local Churches on every continent to rediscover together the urgent necessity to re-launch missionary activity to face the multiple serious challenges of our times. Certainly the conditions in which humanity lives have changed, and in recent decades a great effort has been made to spread the Gospel, particularly since the Second Vatican Council. Nevertheless much remains to be done to respond to the missionary call which the Lord never tires of addressing to every baptised Christian. He continues to call first of all the Churches of 'old' tradition, which in the past supplied, besides material means, also consistent numbers of priests, religious and lay people for the missions, giving rise to effective co-operation among the Christian communities. This co-operation has produced abundant apostolic fruits both for Church in mission territories and for the ecclesial realities from which the missionaries were sent. Faced with the advance of a secularised culture which seems to penetrate ever more deeply into western societies, considering also the crisis of the family, decreasing numbers of vocations and progressive ageing of the clergy, these Churches are in danger of focussing only on themselves, looking with less hope to the future and slackening in their missionary endeavour. However precisely now is the time to open with confidence to the Providence of God who never abandons His people and guides them with the power of the Holy Spirit, towards the accomplishment of His eternal plan of salvation.


Also Churches of recent evangelisation are called by the Good Shepherd to dedicate themselves generously to mission ad gentes. Although they encounter no few difficulties and obstacles to their development, these communities continue to grow. Fortunately some have abundant numbers of priests and consecrated persons, many of whom, despite much local need, are nevertheless sent elsewhere to exercise their pastoral ministry and apostolic service, even in lands of ancient evangelisation. And so we see a providential "exchanging of gifts", which abounds for the benefit of the whole mystical Body of Christ. I sincerely hope missionary cooperation will become still more intense, valorising each one's potential and charisma. I also hope that World Mission Sunday will serve to render all Christian communities and every individual Christian ever more aware of the universal nature of Christ's call to spread his Kingdom to the far corners of the earth. "The Church is missionary by her very nature" John Paul II writes in his Encyclical Redemptoris missio, - "for Christ's mandate is not something contingent or external, but reaches the very heart of the Church. It follows that the universal Church and each individual church is sent forth to the nations. Precisely" so that this missionary zeal may flourish among the people of their own country," it is highly appropriate that young churches should "share as soon as possible in the universal missionary work of the Church. They should themselves send missionaries to proclaim the Gospel all over the world, even though they are suffering from a shortage of clergy " (n. 62).


Fifty years since the historical appeal of my predecessor Pius XII with the Encyclical Fidei donum for cooperation among Churches at the service of the mission, I would reaffirm that the proclamation of the Gospel maintains its urgency and relevancy. In the mentioned Encyclical Redemptoris missio, Pope John Paul II, for his part, said " The Church's mission is wider than the "communion among the churches"; it ought to be directed not only to aiding re-evangelisation but also and primarily to missionary activity as such. (64)".  Therefore missionary endeavour is still, as it has been said many times, the first service which the Church owes to humanity today, to orient and evangelise cultural, social and ethic changes and to offer Christ's salvation to the men and women of our day humiliated and oppressed in many parts of the world because of endemic poverty, violence and systematic denial of human rights.


The Church cannot shirk this universal mission; it is an obligation. Since Christ entrusted the missionary mandate first to Peter and the Apostles it falls first of all to the Successor Peter, whom Divine Providence chose to be the visible foundation of the Church's unity, and to the Bishops directly responsible for evangelisation as members of the College of Bishops and as shepherds of particular Churches (cfr Redemptoris missio, 63). I therefore urge the Bishops of all the Churches, whom the Lord has chosen to guide His one flock, to share endeavours for the proclamation and diffusion of the Gospel. This was the intention which led the Servant of God Pius XII fifty years ago to render missionary cooperation more suited to meet the needs of the times. Especially in view of evangelisation he asked Churches and communities of ancient evangelisation to send priests to help Churches of recent foundation. In this way he gave rise to a new "missionary agent" which from the first words of the Encyclical took the name Fidei donum. He wrote: "As We direct our thoughts, on the one hand, to the countless multitudes of Our sons who have a share in the blessings of divine faith, especially in countries that have long since become Christian, and on the other hand as We consider the far more numerous throngs of those who are still waiting for the day of salvation to be announced to them, We are filled with a great desire to exhort you again and again, Venerable Brethren, to support with zealous interest the most holy cause of bringing the Church of God to all the world." - And he added - "May it come to pass that Our admonitions will arouse a keener interest in the missionary apostolate among your priests and through them set the hearts of the faithful on fire! " (Fidei donum n. 4).


We give thanks to God for the abundant fruits of this missionary cooperation in Africa and in other regions of the world. Hosts of priests, having left their community of origin, have put their apostolic energies at the service of communities, some only just formed, in areas of poverty and still to be developed. Among them no few martyrs who united testimony of the word and apostolic dedication with the sacrifice of their lives. Nor can we forget the many men and women religious and lay missionaries who work with priests to spread the Gospel to the ends of the earth. May World Mission Sunday be an occasion to remember in our prayers all these brothers and sisters in the faith and all who continue to work in the vast field of mission. Let us ask God that their example may give rise everywhere to new vocations and deeper missionary awareness among Christians. In fact, every Christian community is by nature missionary and it is precisely courage to evangelise which is the measure for believers' love for their Lord. We could say that for individual Catholics it is not simply a question of cooperating with the activity of evangelisation, but rather of realising that they too are agents of mission, they too share responsibility for the Church's missionary activity. This shared responsibility means communion among communities must be intensified and reciprocal assistance must be increased with regard to personnel (priests, religious and lay missionaries) and to the means necessary for evangelising today.


Dear Brothers and Sisters, the missionary mandate which Christ entrusted to the Apostles truly involves us all. May World Mission Sunday be therefore an opportunity to grow in awareness and plan together appropriate spiritual and formative itineraries to foster co-operation among the Churches and the formation of more missionaries to spread the Gospel in our day. However let us never forget that the primary and priority contribution we are called to offer for the Church's missionary activity is prayer. " 'The harvest is rich but the labourers are few, – the Lord says -. so ask the Lord of the harvest to send labourers to do his harvesting" (Lk 10,2). " More and more, then, - wrote Pope Pius XII of venerable memory, fifty years ago - Venerable Brethren, you must offer your fervent prayers to God. Cease not to direct your thoughtful considerations to the many peoples who are deeply involved in literally countless spiritual dangers: those who wander far from the way of truth as well as those who stand in such great need of the means of perseverance." (Fidei donum 55). And he asked for many Masses to be said for the Missions observing that "This is in accordance with the prayers of our Lord Who loves His Church and wishes her to flourish and enlarge her borders throughout the whole world." (ibid.52).


Dear Brothers and Sisters I too renew this call, more than ever timely. May there extend to every community the choral invocation of the "Our Father who art in heaven ", that His Kingdom may come on earth. I appeal especially to children and young people, ever ready for generous missionary activity. I address the sick and the suffering, mindful of the value of their mysterious and indispensable collaboration with the work of redemption. I ask consecrated persons, enclosed orders especially, to intensify their prayers for the missions. May effort on the part of every believer extend throughout the Church a spiritual network of prayer to sustain evangelisation. May the Blessed Virgin Mary, who accompanied the beginnings of the Church with her maternal care, guide our steps in this epoch and obtain for us a new Pentecost of love. May she help us realise that we are all missionaries, all sent by the Lord to be His witnesses in every moment of our life. To Fidei donum priests, men and women religious, lay missionaries on the frontiers of evangelisation and all those who in various ways help to proclaim the Gospel, I assure a daily mention in my prayers while I affectionately impart upon all my Apostolic Blessing. From the Vatican, 27 May 2007, Solemnity Pentecost

BENEDICTUS PP. XVI (Our English Translation Fides Service 29/5/2007, righe 124, parole 1739)

30 May 2007 – General Audience 

VATICAN - Pope Benedict at the general Audience: in the writings of Tertullian “we find numerous themes which still today we are called to face. They involve us in a rich interior quest to which I exhort all the faithful ” 

Vatican City –  Continuing along the gallery of great figures of the early Church Pope Benedict XVI  devoted his teaching at the Wednesday general audience on 30 May to Tertullian, known as the African, “who between the end of the second and the beginning of the third century, inaugurated Christian literature in the Latin language. With him there began a theology in that language– the Holy Father said -. His work bore decisive fruits, which it would be unpardonable to underestimate. His influence develops at different levels: from those of language and a return to the classical culture, to those of the identification of a common "Christian soul" in the world and the formulation of new proposals for human society ”. 


Although the exact dates of his birth and his death are unknown we do know that Tertullian was given a sound rhetorical, philosophical, juridical and historic education at Carthage, around  the end of the 2nd century. He became a Christian, attracted probably by the example of Christian martyrs. He began to publish his most famous works in 197. “However an exaggeratedly individual search for the truth and intemperance of character — he was a rigorous man — led him gradually to leave communion with the Church and join the sect of Montanism” the Pope recalled.



His writings of apologetic nature follow two principal purposes: to confute the pagans' serious accusations against the new religion and communicate the message of the Gospel in dialogue with the culture of the time. In his best known work Apologetico, “he denounces the unjust behaviour of the political authorities against the Church; he explains and defends the teaching and customs of Christians; he identifies the differences between the new religion and the principal philosophical currents of the time; he shows the triumph of the Spirit, which opposes the violence of persecutors with the blood, suffering and patience of the martyrs … Martyrdom, suffering for the truth are in the end victorious and more powerful than the cruelty and violence of totalitarian regimes.” However Tertullian “senses at the same time the need to communicate positively the essence of Christianity. To do this he adopts a speculative method to illustrate the rational foundation of Christian dogma. He treats it systematically”. 


The Pope then stressed the importance of Tertullian's thought in the development of the Trinitarian dogma - “he gave us in Latin suitable language to express this great mystery” -, correct language for expressing the mystery of the Son of God true Man. He also wrote about the Holy Spirit and numerous texts on the Church, which Tertullian always recognised as the Mother of our faith and Christian life. “He also deals with the moral conduct of the Christians and the life to come … In a special way, in those times of persecutions in which Christians appeared to be a lost minority, the Apologist encourages them to hope… We have the hope that the future is ours because the future belongs to God … the Lord's resurrection is presented as the foundation of our future resurrection and represents the principal object of the Christian's trust”. 


Still today “questions remain open, not only on Tertullian's theological and philosophical thought but also on his attitude to the political institutions and the pagan society” the Holy Father said recalling his “great contribution to Christian thought”. “We see – Pope Benedict XVI remarked - that in the end he lacks the simplicity and humility to insert himself in the Church, to accept her weaknesses, to be tolerant with others and with himself. When one sees only one's own thought in greatness in the end this greatness is lost. The essential character of a great theologian is the humility to remain with the Church, to accept her weaknesses and one's own because God alone is truly all holy. Whereas we have continual need of forgiveness”.


The Pope concluded by that Tertullian “remains an interesting witness of the early Church when Christian found themselves to be authentic subjects of a ‘new culture’ on close comparison between the classical heritage and the Gospel message”, moreover in his writings “we find numerous themes which still today we are called to face. They involve us in a rich interior quest to which I exhort all the faithful, so they may express ever more convincingly the Rules of the Faith” exposed by Tertullian, "according to which we believe there exists only one God, no other except the Creator of the world: he brought forth everything from nothing through his Word, generated before all things". (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 31/5/2007 – righe 53, parole 762) 

See the Pope's teaching

http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/pontefici/pontefice.php?id=801
31 May 2007 – Discourse after Procession to mark the end of the Marian month of May 

VATICAN - Benedict XVI closes the month of May: “We pray for all Christians that with St Paul they may say: ‘the love of Christ urges us on', and with Mary's help may they spread the dynamism of charity throughout the world ”

Vatican City – In the Vatican Gardens in the evening of 31 May, the Feast of the Visitation, the traditional procession with the recitation of the Rosary made its way from the little ancient church of St Stephen of the Abyssinians to the replica of the Grotto of Our Lady of Lourdes. The procession was presided by Bishop Angelo Comastri, Vicar General of His Holiness for Vatican City and Arch-priest of St Peter's Basilica. Pope Benedict XVI  arrived at the end of the prayers to give his blessing. In a brief discourse the Pope spoke about the feast of the Visitation and Mary's experience as she set out from Nazareth  in Galilee to visit her cousin Elizabeth in a village of Judea and he began with a question: “What drove the young Mary to undertake that journey? What in particular drove her to forget herself and spend the first three months of her own pregnancy, with her cousin who was in need of assistance?” The Pope continued “The Holy Spirit who made the Son of God present in the flesh of Mary, dilated her heart to the dimensions of God's heart of and impelled her to take the path of charity… The Spirit drove her to "arise" and depart in haste to offer help to her elderly relation. Jesus was just beginning to take form in Mary's womb and the Spirit had already filled her heart so that the Mother begins immediately to follow her divine Son: along the road that leads from Galilee to Judea it is Jesus himself who 'impels' Mary filling her with generous zeal, to go to help a person in need, the courage not to give first place to her own needs, difficulties, concerns and the dangers of her life. It is Jesus who helps her to overcome everything letting herself be guided by the faith which operates through charity”.


Pope Benedict XVI said this mystery helps Christians understand the fact the Christian charity is a 'theological" virtue: “We see the heart of Mary is visited by the grace of the Father, it is permeated with the power of the Spirit and inwardly impelled by the Son; we see a human heart perfectly inserted in the dynamism of the Most Holy Trinity. This movement is charity which is Mary is perfect and becomes the Church's model of charity as a manifestation of Trinitarian love. Every gesture of this genuine love, even the smallest, holds within itself a glimmer of the infinite mystery of God …everything down to the smallest detail becomes "theological" when it is animated by the Spirit of Christ ”. Last of all the Pope prayed through the intercession of Mary for the “gift of knowing how to love as She loves ”, and he entrusted to her care “the small portion of the Church which lives and works in the Vatican… the Roman Curia and the institutions connected with it, that the Spirit of Christ may animate every task and service”. Before giving his Apostolic Blessed the Holy Father concluded: “from this hill we look out over Rome to the whole world and we pray for all Christians that with St Paul they may say: ‘the love of Christ urges us on', and that with Mary's help they may spread the dynamism of charity throughout the world.” (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 1/6/2007 – righe 35, parole 549)

See the Pope's address in Italian

http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/pontefici/pontefice.php?id=802
VERBA PONTIFICIS

Brazil

“Brazil has a very special place in the Pope’s heart, not only because it was born Christian and has today the largest number of Catholics, but above all because it is a nation endowed with a rich potential and an ecclesial presence that gives joy and hope to the whole Church. My visit, Mr President, has a scope that goes beyond national borders: I have come to preside at the opening Session of the Fifth General Conference of the Bishops of Latin America and the Caribbean at Aparecida. This country, in the providence and goodness of the Creator, will become the cradle of the ecclesial proposals that, with God’s help, will give renewed vigour and missionary impetus to this Continent.”. (9 May 2007 – Address at welcome ceremony São Paulo/Guarulhos airport in Brazil) 

“First of all, my Journey had the character of an act of praise to God for the "wonders" worked in the Latin American peoples, for the faith that has animated their life and their culture during more than 500 years. In this sense it was a pilgrimage that had its climax in the Shrine of Our Lady of Aparecida, principal Patron of Brazil.  The theme of the relationship between faith and culture was always very close to the heart of my venerable Predecessors Paul VI and John Paul II. I wished to take it up again, confirming the Church in Latin America and the Caribbean on the journey of faith that has made and makes living history, as seen in popular piety and art in dialogue with the rich pre-Columbian traditions as well as in many European influences and those of other continents. Certainly, the memory of a glorious past cannot ignore the shadows that accompany the work of evangelization of the Latin American Continent: it is not possible, in fact, to forget the suffering and the injustice inflicted by colonizers on the indigenous populations, whose fundamental human rights were often trampled upon. But the obligation to recall such unjustifiable crimes - crimes, however, already condemned at the time by missionaries like Bartolomé de Las Casas and by theologians like Francisco de Vitoria of the University of Salamanca - must not prevent noting with gratitude the wonderful works accomplished by divine grace among those populations in the course of these centuries. The Gospel has thus become on the Continent the supporting element of a dynamic synthesis which, with various facets and according to the different nations, nonetheless expresses the identity of the Latin American People. Today, in the age of globalization, this Catholic identity is still present as the most adequate response, provided that it is animated by a serious spiritual formation and by the principles of the social doctrine of the Church.”. (23 May 2007 – general Audience) 

“Brazil is a great Country that holds deeply rooted Christian values, but also faces enormous social and economic problems. To contribute to their solution, the Church must mobilize all the spiritual and moral strength of her communities, seeking appropriate common policies with the other healthy energies of the Country. Among the positive elements, I must certainly mention the creativity and the fecundity of that Church, in which new Movements and Institutes of consecrated life are continuously born. Not less praiseworthy is the generous dedication of so many lay faithful, who are very active in the various initiatives promoted by the Church”. (23 May 2007 – general Audience) 

“The culmination of the Visit was the inauguration of the Fifth General Conference of the Latin American and Caribbean Bishops' Conferences in the Shrine of Our Lady of Aparecida. The theme of this great and important assembly, which will conclude at the end of the month, is "Disciples and Missionaries of Jesus Christ, so that our peoples may have life in him - I am the Way, the Truth and the Life". The binomial "disciples and missionaries" corresponds to what Mark's Gospel says in regard to the call of the Apostles: "[Jesus] appointed twelve to be with him and to be sent out to preach" (Mk 3: 14-15). The word "disciples" recalls, therefore, the formative dimension and following, the communion and friendship with Jesus; the term "missionary" expresses the fruit of discipleship, the witness and the communication of the lived experience, of the truth and love known and assimilated.To be a disciple and a missionary implies a close bond with the Word of God, the Eucharist and the other sacraments, in order to live in the Church in obedient listening to her teachings. 

To renew with joy the will to be Jesus' disciples, to "remain with him", this is the fundamental condition to being a missionary "starting afresh from Christ", according to what Pope John Paul II consigned to the entire Church after the Jubilee of 2000. My venerable Predecessor always insisted on an evangelisation "new in its ardour, methods and expression", as he affirmed speaking to the CELAM Assembly on 9 March 1983 in Haiti (cf. L'Osservatore Romano [ORE] English edition, 18 April, p. 9). I wished my Apostolic Journey to be an exhortation to follow along this way, offering the Encyclical Deus Caritas Est as a unifying perspective, an inseparably theological and social perspective summarised in this expression: it is love that gives life. "[T]he presence of God, friendship with the Incarnate Son of God, the light of his Word: these are always fundamental conditions for the presence and efficacy of justice and love in our societies" ”. (23 May 2007 – general Audience) 

Young People

“At this point, I turn once more to you, young people, because I want to hear you give the same response that the young man in the Gospel gave: all these I have observed from my youth. The young man in the Gospel was good. He kept the commandments. He was walking along the way of God. Jesus, therefore, gazing at him, loved him. By recognising that Jesus was good, he showed that he too was good. He had an experience of goodness, and therefore of God. And you, young people of Brazil and Latin America, have you already discovered what is good? Do you follow the Lord’s commandments? Have you discovered that this is the one true road to happiness?

These years of your life are the years which will prepare you for your future. Your "tomorrow" depends much on how you are living the "today" of your youth. Stretching out in front of you, my dear young friends, is a life that all of us hope will be long; yet it is only one life, it is unique: do not let it pass it vain; do not squander it. Live it with enthusiasm and with joy, but most of all, with a sense of responsibility.

Many times, we who are pastors feel a sense of trepidation as we take stock of the situation in today’s world. We hear talk of the fears of today’s youth. These fears reveal an enormous lack of hope: a fear of death, at the very moment when life is blossoming and the young are searching to find how to fulfil their potential; fear of failure, through not having discovered the meaning of life; fear of remaining detached in the face of a disconcerting acceleration of events and communications. We see the high death rate among young people, the threat of violence, the deplorable proliferation of drugs which strike at the deepest roots of youth today. For these reasons, we hear talk of a "lost youth". But as I gaze at you young people here present—you who radiate so much joy and enthusiasm—I see you as Christ sees you: with a gaze of love and trust, in the certainty that you have found the true way. You are the youth of the Church. I send you out, therefore, on the great mission of evangelizing young men and women who have gone astray in this world like sheep without a shepherd. Be apostles of youth. Invite them to walk with you, to have the same experience of faith, hope, and love; to encounter Jesus so that they may feel truly loved, accepted, able to realise their full potential. May they too may discover the sure ways of the commandments, and, by following them, come to God. You can be the builders of a new society if you seek to put into practice a conduct inspired by universal moral values, but also a personal commitment to a vitally important human and spiritual formation. Men and women who are ill-prepared for the real challenges presented by a correct interpretation of the Christian life in their own surroundings will easily fall prey to all the assaults of materialism and secularism, which are more and more active at all levels.

Be men and women who are free and responsible; make the family a centre that radiates peace and joy; be promoters of life, from its beginning to its natural end; protect the elderly, since they deserve respect and admiration for the good they have done. The Pope also expects young people to seek to sanctify their work, carrying it out with technical skill and diligence, so as to contribute to the progress of all their brothers and sisters, and to shed the light of the Word upon all human activities (cf. Lumen Gentium, 36). But above all, the Pope wants them to set about building a more just and fraternal society, fulfilling their duties towards the State: respecting its laws; not allowing themselves to be swept along by hatred and violence; seeking to be an example of Christian conduct in their professional and social milieu, distinguishing themselves by the integrity of their social and professional relationships. They should remember that excessive ambition for wealth and power leads to corruption of oneself and others; there are no valid motives that would justify attempting to impose one’s own worldly aspirations—economic or political—through fraud and deceit.

There exists, in the final analysis, an immense panorama of action in which questions of a social, economic and political nature take on particular importance, as long as they draw their inspiration from the Gospel and the social teaching of the Church. This includes building a more just and fraternal society, reconciled and at peace, it includes the commitment to reduce violence, initiatives to promote the fullness of life, the democratic order and the common good and especially initiatives aimed at eliminating certain forms of discrimination existing in Latin American societies: avoiding exclusion, for the sake of mutual enrichment.

Above all, have great respect for the institution of the sacrament of Matrimony. There cannot be true domestic happiness unless, at the same time, there is fidelity between spouses. Marriage is an institution of natural law, which has been raised by Christ to the dignity of a sacrament; it is a great gift that God has given to mankind: respect it and honour it. At the same time, God calls you to respect one another when you fall in love and become engaged, since conjugal life, reserved by divine ordinance to married couples, will bring happiness and peace only to the extent that you are able to build your future hopes upon chastity, both within and outside marriage. I repeat here to all of you that "eros tends to rise . . . towards the Divine, to lead us beyond ourselves; yet for this very reason it calls for a path of ascent, renunciation, purification and healing" (Encyclical Letter Deus Caritas Est, 5). To put it briefly, it requires a spirit of sacrifice and renunciation for the sake of a greater good, namely the love of God above all things. Seek to resist forcefully the snares of evil that are found in many contexts, driving you towards a dissolute and paradoxically empty life, causing you to lose the precious gift of your freedom and your true happiness. True love "increasingly seeks the happiness of the other, is concerned more and more with the beloved, bestows itself and wants to ‘be there for’ the other" (ibid., 7) and therefore will always grow in faithfulness, indissolubility and fruitfulness.

In all these things, count upon the help of Jesus Christ who will make them possible through his grace (cf. Mt 19:26). The life of faith and prayer will lead you along the paths of intimacy with God, helping you to understand the greatness of his plans for every person. "For the sake of the kingdom of heaven" (Mt 19:12), some are called to a total and definitive self-giving, by consecrating themselves to God in the religious life—an "exceptional gift of grace", as the Second Vatican Council expressed it (cf. Decree Perfectae Caritatis, 12). Consecrated persons, by giving themselves totally to God, prompted by the Holy Spirit, participate in the Church’s mission, bearing witness before all people to their hope in the heavenly Kingdom. I therefore bless and invoke divine protection upon all those religious who have dedicated themselves to Christ and to their brothers and sisters within the vineyard of the Lord. Consecrated persons truly deserve the gratitude of the ecclesial community: monks and nuns, contemplative men and women, religious men and women dedicated to apostolic works, members of Secular Institutes and Societies of Apostolic Life, hermits and consecrated virgins. "Their existence witnesses to their love for Christ as they walk the path proposed in the Gospel and with deep joy commit themselves to the same style of life which he chose for himself" (Congregation for Institutes of Consecrated Life and for Societies of Apostolic Life, Instruction Starting Afresh from Christ, 5). I pray that in this moment of grace and profound communion in Christ, the Holy Spirit will awaken in the hearts of many young people an impassioned love, prompting them to follow and imitate Jesus Christ, chaste, poor and obedient, totally devoted to the glory of the Father and to love for their brothers and sisters." (10 May 2007 – Address to young Brazilians at "Paulo Machado de Carvalho" sports stadium in Pacaembu on the theme: "Young person disciple and missionary of Jesus Christ ") 

May

“A few days ago the month of May began, which for many Christian communities is the Marian month par excellence. As such, down the centuries it has become one of the best-loved popular devotions and has been increasingly appreciated by Pastors as a favourable occasion for preaching, catechesis and community prayer. 

After the Second Vatican Council, which emphasised the role of Mary Most Holy in the Church and in the history of salvation, Marian devotion underwent a profound renewal. And the month of May, coinciding at least in part with the Easter Season, is a most favourable time for explaining the figure of Mary as a Mother who accompanies the community of disciples united in prayer in expectation of the Holy Spirit (cf. Acts 1: 12-14). 

This month can thus be an opportunity to return to the faith of the primitive Church and, in union with Mary, to understand that our mission also today is to proclaim and witness with courage and joy to the Crucified and Risen Christ, the hope of humanity. 

I would like to entrust to the Blessed Virgin, Mother of the Church, my upcoming Apostolic Visit to Brazil from 9 to 14 May. As did my venerable Predecessors, Paul VI and John Paul II, I will preside at the opening of the Fifth General Conference of the Latin American and Caribbean Bishops' Conferences, which will begin next Sunday at the important national Shrine of Our Lady Aparecida, in the city of this name. 

First, however, I will go to the neighbouring metropolis of São Paulo, where I shall meet the young people and Bishops of the Country and have the joy to add Bl. Friar Anthony of St Anne Galvão to the roll of the Saints. 

This is my first Pastoral Visit to Latin America and I am preparing myself spiritually for my meeting with the Latin American Sub-Continent, where almost half of the entire world's Catholics live, many of whom are young. For this reason it has been called the "Continent of Hope", a hope that concerns not only the Church but all America and the entire world.”. (6 May 2007 – Regina Caeli) 

The Ministry of the Bishop

“We Bishops have come together to manifest this central truth, since we are directly bound to Christ, the Good Shepherd. The mission entrusted to us as teachers of the faith consists in recalling, in the words of the Apostle of the Gentiles, that our Saviour "desires all men to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth" (1 Tim 2:4). This, and nothing else, is the purpose of the Church: the salvation of individual souls. For this reason the Father sent his Son, and in the Lord’s own words transmitted to us in the Gospel of Saint John, "as the Father has sent me, even so I send you" (Jn 20:21). Hence the mandate to preach the Gospel: "Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, to the close of the age" (Mt 28:19-20). These words are simple yet sublime; they speak of our duty to proclaim the truth of the faith, the urgent need for the sacramental life, and the promise of Christ’s continual assistance to his Church. These are fundamental realities: they speak of instructing people in the faith and in Christian morality, and of celebrating the sacraments. Wherever God and his will are unknown, wherever faith in Jesus Christ and in his sacramental presence is lacking, the essential element for the solution of pressing social and political problems is also missing. Fidelity to the primacy of God and of his will, known and lived in communion with Jesus Christ, is the essential gift that we Bishops and priests must offer to our people (cfr Populorum progressio, 21)”. (11 May 2007 – Vespers at "Catedral da Sé", São Paulo dedicated to Our Lady of the Annunciation) 

“A particular problem which you face as Pastors is surely the issue of those Catholics who have abandoned the life of the Church. It seems clear that the principal cause of this problem is to be found in the lack of an evangelisation completely centred on Christ and his Church. Those who are most vulnerable to the aggressive proselytising of sects—a just cause for concern—and those who are incapable of resisting the onslaught of agnosticism, relativism and secularization are generally the baptized who remain insufficiently evangelised; they are easily influenced because their faith is weak, confused, easily shaken and naive, despite their innate religiosity. In the Encyclical Deus Caritas Est, I stated that "being Christian is not the result of an ethical choice or a lofty idea, but the encounter with an event, a person, which gives life a new horizon and a decisive direction" (no. 1). Consequently, there is a need to engage in apostolic activity as a true mission in the midst of the flock that is constituted by the Catholic Church in Brazil, and to promote on every level a methodical evangelisation aimed at personal and communal fidelity to Christ. No effort should be spared in seeking out those Catholics who have fallen away and those who know little or nothing of Jesus Christ, by implementing a pastoral plan which welcomes them and helps them realise that the Church is a privileged place of encounter with God, and also through a continuing process of catechesis.”. (11 May 2007 – Vespers at "Catedral da Sé", São Paulo dedicated to Our Lady of the Annunciation) 

Mission

“While we thank the Lord for today's missionary commitment, we cannot fail to perceive at the same time the difficulties which are occurring in this context today. Among them, I limit myself to stressing the dwindling numbers and the ageing of the clergy in Dioceses that once sent missionaries to distant regions. 

In the context of a widespread vocations crisis, this is undoubtedly a challenge to be faced. The Congress organised by the Pontifical Missionary Union to commemorate the 50th anniversary of Fidei Donum has made possible an attentive analysis of this situation which the Church is living today.  Although we cannot ignore the problems and shadows, nevertheless we must raise our gaze confidently to the future, giving a renewed and more authentic identity to "Fidei donum" missionaries in a world context which has undeniably changed in comparison with the 1950s.  If there are many challenges to evangelisation in this age of ours, there are also many signs of hope in every part of the world that witness to an encouraging missionary vitality among the Christian people. 

Above all, may people never forget that before leaving his disciples and ascending into Heaven, in sending them out to proclaim his Gospel in every corner of the world, the Lord assured them, "Lo, I am with you always, to the close of the age" (Mt 28: 20)."  (5 May 2007 – Audience to participants at the Meeting of the Superior Council of the Pontifical Mission Societies and the World Conference for Fidei donum Missionaries) 

Values

“A third challenge relates to the values of the spirit. Pressed by economic worries, we tend to forget that, unlike material goods, those spiritual goods which are properly human expand and multiply when communicated: unlike divisible goods, spiritual goods such as knowledge and education are indivisible, and the more one shares them, the more they are possessed. Globalisation has increased the interdependence of peoples, with their different traditions, religions and systems of education. This means that the peoples of the world, for all their differences, are constantly learning about one another and coming into much greater contact. All the more important, then, is the need for a dialogue which can help people to understand their own traditions vis-à-vis those of others, to develop greater self-awareness in the face of challenges to their identity, and thus to promote understanding and the acknowledgement of true human values within an intercultural perspective. To meet these challenges, a just equality of opportunity, especially in the field of education and the transmission of knowledge, is urgently needed. Regrettably, education, especially at the primary level, remains dramatically insufficient in many parts of the world. To meet these challenges, only love for neighbour can inspire within us justice at the service of life and the promotion of human dignity. Only love within the family, founded on a man and a woman, who are created in the image of God, can assure that inter-generational solidarity which transmits love and justice to future generations. Only charity can encourage us to place the human person once more at the centre of life in society and at the centre of a globalised world governed by justice”. (28 April 2 May 2007 - Letter to 13th plenary meeting of the Pontifical Academy of Social Sciences) 

Consecrated Life

“Dear Religious Sisters, if you want to walk faithfully in the footsteps of your Founders and Foundresses to help your own Sisters to follow their examples, cultivate the "mystical" dimension of Consecrated Life, that is, always keeping your soul united to God through contemplation. As the Scriptures teach, the "prophet" first listens and contemplates, then speaks, allowing himself to be totally permeated by that love for God which fears nothing and is even stronger than death. The authentic prophet, therefore, is not concerned so much to accomplish works, which undoubtedly are important but never essential. Above all, he tries to be a witness of God's love, seeking to live it among the realities of the world, even if his presence can sometimes be "uncomfortable" because he offers and incarnates alternative values.”. (7 May 2007 – Audience to participants at meeting of International Union of Superiors General) 

“ May it be your prime concern, therefore, to help your own Sisters to seek Christ above all else and to place themselves generously at the service of the Gospel. Never tire of taking every possible care in the human, cultural and spiritual formation of the persons entrusted to you, so that they are able to respond to today's cultural and social challenges. Be the first to set an example by fleeing commodities, comforts, convenience in order to bring your mission to fulfilment. Share the richness of your charisms with those who are committed to the one mission of the Church, which is to build the Kingdom. For this purpose establish a serene and cordial collaboration with priests, the lay faithful and especially families in order to meet the suffering, the needs, the material and above all the spiritual poverty of many of our contemporaries. In addition, cultivate a sincere communion and a genuine collaboration with Bishops, the first to be responsible for evangelisation in the particular Churches.”. (7 May 2007 – Audience to participants at meeting of International Union of Superiors General) 

INTERVENTUS SUPER QUAESTIONES

Matrimony

Aparecida - Dr Luis Jensen and his wife Pilar Escudero de Jensen, are representing married couples at 5th General Conference of the Bishops' Conferences of Latin America and the Caribbean in Aparecida. They have both been members of the Schoenstatt Family Institute for twenty three years, they have been married for twenty six years and have four children. Dr Luis is a gynaecologist and he teaches Bio-ethics at the Catholic University of Santiago, Pilar teaches history and has worked at the Santiago Archdiocesan Pastoral Centre for ten years.   

You are the only married couple participating at this Conference, what is your impression of the event?  

Luis: It is something new for all, especially for myself and my wife. We have been made very welcome by all and people seem to think our presence as a married couple is important.  

Pilar: We were most surprised to be invited, this is the first time a married couple has been invited to participate. Numerous bishops have come up to us to make us welcome and express their joy for our presence. Perhaps our testimony is simply to participate with our presence in our own group. Let's hope in the future more couples are invited even though it is essentially a conference for bishops. We are very grateful for the invitation and we are here represent all the married couples and families of Latin America.

How important is the theme of the family at the Conference?  

Luis: Pope Benedict XVI himself asked the Conference to give priority to finding ways to help families in Latin America face the present challenges for two reasons. First of all because the family is a legacy of our culture and of all humanity. In Latin America the family is still a vitally important and appreciated reality. Secondly because the aim of the conference is to form disciples and missionaries, form people who know and love Christ and this can be done best of all in the family where the person is formed.  

Pilar: I am in the group which is discussing the theme of the family and the are many contributions, concerns and anxieties. It is clearly an important issue like the issue of women and human life because these are questions which touch everyone. The great interest shows that it must be a priority for the Church and that the family must be able to make its contribution to society and culture. We would like people to see the family as good news rather than focussing always on the problems, difficulties and troubles in families. Presenting the family as good news we want to help overcome the problems and troubles and difficulties. 

The Pope said the family is a special vocation. How can the family live its vocation in the world of today?   

Luis: Certainly matrimony is a wonderful calling and gift. Basically a disciple is one who knows he is loved by Christ and who tries to love as Christ loves wherever God puts him. In our case our place is the family, founded on matrimony, on love between husband and wife, which, as the Pope says in his encyclical 'Deus Caritas Est', is the greatest of all forms of love. It is the place where total self giving is experienced to the full. We discover our true self when we realise that we are for the other person. This great mystery of the family is attacked on many sides today by ideologies which want to destroy it. We must give a reply which is complete and help families to make human love the centre of the family.  

Pilar: Here in Latin America the family is held in high esteem but young people are losing this esteem they are afraid that love can never last a life time, that mutual self giving to only one person is impossible. This is a challenge for us, to help people discover marriage as a vocation, a vocation to love and the sacrament of matrimony as the summit which elevates this authentic human calling of a man and a woman. Many know nothing about the sacrament of matrimony. They see it as a ceremony not as a sacrament which has a lasting effect on the life of the couple which we can renew and from which we can draw. We need to help people rediscover matrimony in all its richness and profundity.  

Luis: With this vocation of matrimony there is also the call to parenthood the most beautiful calling of all, to help a new person develop, grow, mature. God entrusts these human persons to us and we know he will help us. 

 Another priority indicated by Pope Benedict XVI  was the role of lay Catholics and church movements and groups. You belong to a church movement, how can movements support the family?    

Luis: Church movements are  "the young image of the Church", they are a manifestation of the power of the Holy Spirit who gives rise to communities which respond to the needs of today. I think the Church in Latin America is increasingly aware that church movements are the gift of the Holy Spirit for the present day. As lay people, a married couple, parents, builders of a family we realise the laity has enormous potential to promote values in society and to live this spirit of family in our daily situations. There is a need to increase awareness of the importance of a family vision.

Pilar: Church teaching is a precious treasure but as Church we find it difficult to make this treasure reach the people, with language they can understand, with pedagogy, accompaniment. This is where I think Church movements can help: youth, marriage, priests. But the diocese or parish must be open to this initiative with an attitude of humility and service on our part. We are so enthusiastic that we want to share our charisma with everyone but this is not easy.  (FP/RG) (Agenzia Fides 28/5/2007; righe 78, parole 1120)  

Mission

Aparecida - Ten days before the opening in Brazil of a major Catholic Church event CELAM 5, the 5th General Conference of the Council of Latin American Bishops' Conferences, Fides interviewed CELAM 5 Secretary Archbishop Odilo P. Scherer, installed as new Archbishop of Sao Paulo on Sunday 29 April, who is also secretary general of the Catholic Bishops' Conference of Brazil.

In the context of recent socio-political and cultural changes in Latin America, what pastoral challenges and priorities will CELAM 5 seek to address?

Since CELAM 4 held in Santo Domingo in 1992, the changes on our continent have been many and varied. The main challenge now is how to carry on the Church's mission in a changing world; the Church must announce the Gospel, the good news, to people in persistent and ever more accentuated situations of poverty and social exclusion; violence is everywhere; large numbers of  Latin American peoples migrate to rich countries in the northern hemisphere; the economic and cultural implications of globalisation; religious changes, Catholics leaving to join other churches and groups; commercialisation of the sacred according to a concept of “religion market”; new moral problems… in the vast cities great challenges face the Church's mission to deepen the faith and foster a stronger sense of belonging to the Catholic Church in a cultural environment marked by mobility, fragility and instability of relationships and human compromises with traditional institutions.

Are these challenges the same all over Latin America?

With a few slight variations in the different countries yes the challenges are present in every region of the Continent and of course more acutely felt in large urban areas.

Could you please explain the choice of the COMLA 5 theme: “Disciples and Missionaries of Jesus Christ so that in Him our Peoples may have life ”. Could this not appear to be a theme which is distant from day to day reality in your countries? What fruits will it bear?

This theme, the result of long reflection on Latin America, was proposed to Pope Benedict XVI who approved it and added something of his own. The theme has three nuclei: Christian and Catholic identity  “Disciples and missionaries of Jesus Christ” ; mission “Missionaries of Jesus Christ, so that in Him our Peoples may have life ”; the significance of the presence and activity of Christians and the Church among our peoples “so that in Him our peoples may have life”. There is urgent need for reflection and deeper awareness of who we are and what we offer to the world: and from this depends our qualified manner of exercising the mission of the Church. In the context of major cultural changes the genuineness of the Christian proposal for "life of the world" risks being diluted or scarcely distinguishing. It is right to return to Jesus Christ and his Gospel to see what they mean for our peoples. Moreover the challenges of our times demand new missionary openness of the whole Church. We can no longer presume that everyone has already been evangelised and that it is enough to maintain what has been achieved. Our nations, our dioceses, our parishes, our Catholic families, continue to be tempted every day by countless 'different' proposals of life and religion. The Catholic Church is anxious to rediscover her missionary nature in each of her communities, organisations, every individual Catholic. It is not a question of competing, but rather of doing our very best to fulfil our mission.

I do not see the COMLA 5 theme as distant from the life and real interests of our peoples. Or is the Gospel no longer of interest for our people? The third nucleus of the theme  “so that in Him our peoples may have life ”  is rightly directed to the reality of the life of our peoples: the daily hardship and struggle, the crosses of history, the hopes and longing for freedom, dignity and happiness. And the Church wishes to continue to be an important presence in the social, historical, political, economic and cultural situations of our peoples. The Latin American Church has something to announce to its peoples, organisations and culture: the life of peoples according to God's plan and his Kingdom, not connected with any ideology, economic theory or political party, “so that in Him they may have life  ”.

What does Brazil and the whole Continent expect and hope from this 5th Conference?

It is our hope that Pope Benedict XVI's address to inaugurate the Conference and the final guidelines issued at its conclusion will help the Church in Latin America see clearly how her mission must continue and the most suitable ways to face the present day challenges to the Church's mission in Brazil and throughout the Continent. I hope the event will give new impulse to missionary dynamism and activity; that it will give Catholics a deeper awareness of the joy of being believers, members of the Catholic Church; help lay people shoulder with dynamism and competence their mission in the Church and, most important, in the world; that it will bear fruit for the life of our peoples ever more abundant as time passes.

Do you think the Conference will help Catholics rediscover and strengthen their identity, weakened by present day relativism in society, the spread of religious sects and many other challenges facing Christians today?

I hope so but I know also that this will demand considerable missionary activity and much patience and perseverance on the part of the Church. The Conference will certainly help foster a new approach and this must be transmitted to the Church's members and organisations. It is not something which can be achieved only by ecclesiastics. We live in a vast and varied cultural situation which favours little identification with the Catholic faith and the Church. I am convinced of the need to help Catholics become more aware of their identity as Catholics and members of the Church; a person with no identity is like a dry leaf blown here and there by the wind … and the formation of an identity starts from basic Christian formation, intense evangelisation, catechesis and mystical formation, positive witness of the Church's presence and activity in the life of individuals and society. As Pope Benedict XVI  says repeatedly, it is right to rediscover the joy of believing,. 

What will this visit of the Holy Father mean for Brazil and what are the main events of his schedule?

The Pope is coming to Brazil first of all to preside the inauguration of the 5th General Conference of the Council of Latin American Bishops' Conferences. The previous Conferences all enjoyed the presence of the Pope, except for the one in 1955 in Rio de Janeiro, so this is why the Pope's visit is so important for Brazil and for all Latin America. The Pope is the visible referent of the Church's unity and his mission is to “confirm his brothers and sisters in the faith ” ( cf., Lk 22, 32 ). His presence in Aparecida is so significant because Benedict XVI will give legitimacy to a major Church event and offer important indications on the role of the Church among our peoples in order to be faithful to the mission entrusted by Christ.

In Sao Paulo, the Pope will have meetings with the President of Brazil, the young people and the Bishops. He will also celebrate an open air Mass for the canonisation of Blessed Antonio di Sant’Ana Galvão, first Saint born in Brazil. The Pope will also visit  Fazenda of Hope, a centre for social reintegration of drug addicts; on his last day 13 May the Pope will preside the celebration of the opening Mass of CELAM 5  followed by the first working session. We are truly grateful that the Holy Father has allotted time to meeting and speaking with the local people. (RG) (Agenzia Fides 3/5/2007  righe 44 parole 435)

Rome – Starting from the Most Holy Trinity, the heart and source of mission, Cardinal Gaudencio B. Rosales, Archbishop of Manila, Philippines intervened on 9 May at the International Congress to mark the 50th anniversary of the Encyclical Fidei Donum (see Fides 21/4/2007) with a paper on the theme “Urgency and necessity of mission «ad gentes» ad extra in the model of communion  among the Churches - the Gift of Faith – a priest for all the needs of missionary activity ”.


“Communion and mission are the two precious gifts which the Church is always ready to share with others – the Cardinal said-. However, Our Lord Jesus Christ can continue His mission to spread the Good News of the Father's love only through his disciples. He says in fact: “As the Father sent me so I send you ”. Clearly no one can undertake his own 'personal mission'. Priests and missionaries can evangelise only in the name and on behalf of Jesus Christ; therefore they must be first of all sent on mission by the Church and on behalf of the Church founded by the Lord Jesus. But as with those whom the Lord chooses to be his disciples, evangelisers too must be formed in a profound and intimate communion with Jesus Christ.”


Cardinal Rosales mentioned three important moments “in the task entrusted to the apostles to live according to the will of the Master. These three moments (like the colours of light in a prism) are not separate, they follow each other and merge to create new colours. In Christian life the vocation merges with mission so that mission often integrates the condition of the disciple”. These three steps  indicated by St Mark the Evangelist, are: the call by Jesus which corresponds to the vocation to the priesthood. “He chose Twelve to be with Him”, to be with Jesus is the apex of discipleship; the third moment is “sending them to preach”. “Being sent to preach the good News defines the activity explicitly called mission. This is the moment when the apostles are sent to preach, to speak of the Lord's wisdom, love and compassion among the peoples and cultures they are sent to evangelise. Evangelisation is therefore the third step in the life of the chosen disciple which implies both the privilege of being called and the full realisation of being a disciples and announcing the Kingdom which only the Lord can inaugurate”. After recalling that evangelisation is addressed to all peoples and all cultures, according to the mandate of the Lord Jesus, the Archbishop of Manila spoke of the Church's missionary nature: “The proclamation of the Good News of God's love, the evangelisation of peoples, constitutes the essential mission, grace, vocation, identity proper to the Church. The Church exists in order to evangelise, to teach and to be a channel of the gift of grace. The Church would not be fully herself if she did not reach out to others (on mission)… Therefore for the Church the mission of evangelisation is not a question of need or temporal urgency it is her vary nature and identity.”


In the closing part of his intervention, Cardinal Rosales said the modern day phenomenon of human mobility was a new challenge to the mission of the Church and he recalled that “being a member of the Church means being concerned not only about the Church but also all her members. This is not a question of urgency or necessity. If we stop being concerned for the mission to evangelise and stop sharing our resources to meet the needs of the people of God, we stop being the Church of Jesus Christ”. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 11/5/2007; righe 44, parole 625)

Aparecida – The agenda of 5th General Conference of the Bishops' Conferences of Latin America and the Caribbean which opened in Aparecida, Brazil on May 13 includes reports from the presidents of the respective Bishops' Conferences of the different countries as well as interventions by Prefects and Presidents of Vatican Congregations in Rome. Here are some of the questions presented in the reports.   


Chilean Bishop Gonzalo Duarte García de Cortázar of the dioceses of Valparaíso and vice president of the Catholic Bishops' Conference of Chile said in his intervention that the numerous signs of desperation noted among the Chilean people call for a necessary and indispensable "courageous examination of conscience with regard to our fidelity to the Gospel, to the commitments and guidelines given by previous CELAM General Conferences... to assess in the light of the Gospel our style of life and activity, the content and pedagogy of our pastoral ministry ".  


The president of the Peruvian Bishops' Conference, Bishop Héctor Miguel Cabrejos Vidarte, emphasised that on the continent of America "the heritage of the Catholic faith has not yet been fully and solidly planted once and for all. It is exposed to erosion due to infidelity, fatigue and the little faith of those called to live and proclaim it. The Church's process of conversion towards the Lord and her journey of purification and renewal never stops it is continual". Our heritage Bishop Cabrejos said, "challenges our human and Christian conscience when we observe the great problems in Latin America and concretely in Peru" such as poverty, religious sects, violence, scarcity of concrete commitment. In this situation the Bishop recalled the "urgent necessity to educate our faithful to read and meditate the Word of God, to educate them to live and participate in the Eucharistic life and this calls for specific catechesis, more effort in vocations pastoral and family pastoral care. We cannot wait for the faithful to come to us we must go out to them, on a new mission to call everyone to live the Church as the family of God".   


Bishop Carlos María Collazzi of Mercedes, president of the Bishops' Conference of  Uruguay, said he hoped the conference would identify pastoral options to "promote the process of Christian initiation, help those already baptised to rediscover it. The need for new evangelisation drives us to announce the Kerygma with ardour... we must continue to announce the Gospel, clarify what is meant by "mission", give special attention to young people women, indigenous peoples and Afro-Americans".  

On behalf of the president of the Bishops' Conference of Argentina, Archbishop of Buenos Aires, Cardinal Jorge Mario Bergoglio s.j. said "the Catholic tradition of our country is challenged by religious pluralism and a proliferation of religious groups", and that superficial evangelisation was the reason why "part of that baptised country has little sense of belonging to the Catholic Church."   

Bishop Álvaro Ramazzini Imeri, president of the Bishops' Conference of Guatemala, reported on the situation in his country highlighting difficulties common to the whole continent and asked how to fulfil to the best of our ability our responsibility towards God who pins his hope on us and before us? How to keep alive the spiritual and dynamism pastoral which emerged from Rio de Janeiro, not forgetting the providential Special Assembly of the Synod of Bishops for America?   

Bishop Fernando Sáenz Lacalle, speaking on behalf of the Bishops of El Salvador, said it was their hope that the Conference: "will help the pilgrim Church in Salvador to become a community of disciples and missionaries to render present the Kingdom of Christ in society thus transforming it and offering everyone the means of reaching eternal salvation". Among the priorities he mentioned to foster a life of holiness, prayer, Sunday Mass, listening to the Word of God and he stressed the need to support the formation of pastoral workers in every parish. 


Expectations mentioned by the President of the Bishops' Conference of the Dominican Republic, Bishop Ramón Benito De La Rosa e Carpio, included: diocesan and national plans for discipleship and mission; an outline of the profile of the priest; precise guidelines for formation of seminarians and how to intensify the Church's preferential option for the poor. (RG) (Agenzia Fides 16/5/2007; righe 54, parole 711)   

Life

Itaci - In a statement issued at the end of the 45th plenary assembly of the Catholic Bishops' Conference of Brazil, the Bishops voice solidarity with the people, especially the poor and the suffering and they express the Church's concern to enlighten consciences at a crucial time in the country,  and also in view of the presence of Pope Benedict XVI.   


The Bishops denounce "serious moral and political disorder in public life in Latin America" and in Brazil where there are many urgent necessities to guarantee development and decent living conditions above all for social groups victims of discrimination, Afro-Americans, children, the sick, immigrants and refugees. The Bishops launch a strong appeal to protect life at this time where there is a move to legalise abortion in Brazil. "The lack of respect for human dignity and the moral criteria of the Gospel are the root of a disregard for life and growing violence in our country" the Bishops affirm. Once again they condemn "any attempt to legalise abortion and the manipulation of human embryos for therapeutic ends. Life must be defended from conception to natural end" they reaffirm encouraging Christians and all men and women of good will to commit themselves to promoting respect for life.  


They express concern for spreading corruption and stress the urgent need for "political reforms to strengthen direct and participated democracy to guarantee more transparency  in the judicial power". They consider it fundamental to "reinvigorate democracy through moral demands, in the political, economic and social field ".   


The plenary elected a new council: president Bishop Geraldo Lyrio Rocha, vice president Bishop Luiz Soares Vieira, secretary general Bishop Dimas Lara Barbosa. Bishop Geraldo Lyrio said he saw "his call to service as an expression of God's will", and  he expressed "obedience and loyalty to the Successor of Peter” and promised to “work always in profound communion with the Apostolic See and the universal College of Bishops”. (RG)  (Agenzia Fides 11/5/2007; righe 31, parole 406)  

QUAESTIONES

VATICAN - “We are here to serve the missionary Church. Your hearts must be large enough to reach out to all regardless of the effort involved”: Cardinal Ivan Dias opens Annual General Assembly of the Pontifical Mission Societies in Rome

Rome (Agenzia Fides) – Cardinal Ivan Dias Prefect of the Congregation for the Evangelisation of Peoples and Archbishop Henryk Hoser, CEP secretary adjunct and president of the Pontifical Mission Societies, were both present at the opening session of the Annual General Assembly of the Pontifical Mission Societies on 3 - 8 May being held at Fraterna Domus in Sacrofano, just outside Rome. The assembly will conclude on 8 May, the opening day of an International Conference 'All the Churches for all the World' promoted by the Pontifical Missionary Union to mark the 50th anniversary of Pope Pius XII's Fidei Donum encyclical', (see Fides 21/4/2007). 

The National Directors of the Pontifical Mission Societies gathered in Rome from all over the world will listen to reports on the past year's activity from the four PMS, secretaries general of Propagation of the Faith, St Peter Apostle, Holy Childhood and the Missionary Union and then examine subsidies requests from missionary territories and decide fair and equal distribution of the available funds.

In his opening address the president of the PMS Archbishop Hoser explained that his mission and activity as President is determined by two complementary elements: the PMS Statutes and regulations on the one hand and the events and situations of daily life, and the activity of the PMS and the CEP on the other. He recalled that one of his tasks is to administer the Domus Missionalis Foundation created recently by Pope Benedict XVI for the organisation and running of Pontifical Colleges belonging to the CEP, “in view of formative and economic optimisation suited to the needs of missionary activity”. Archbishop Hoser said the colleges offer valuable missionary formation particularly from three aspects: The Colleges reflect the universality of the Church with students coming from 50 different countries in a multicultural and multilingual environment. Student priests frequent Pontifical Universities in Rome which offer a vast choice of faculties, specialisation courses and opportunities for higher studies. He also recalled that each college represents an environment of community, life, prayer, work, a family where priests from different countries build bonds of friendship.

The Archbishop also spoke of the Universal Solidarity Fund its financial utility but most important its value as mark of the unity of faith, love and justice of members of the whole Church with all the local Churches in the communion of the universal Church, since the fund receives offerings from Catholics in every local Church in all the different countries of the world. Hence the principal value of the Fund is spiritual and ecclesial, since through the generosity of donors it builds up the universal Church. 

In his address to those present Cardinal Ivan Dias Prefect of the Congregation for the Evangelisation of Peoples said he was extremely happy to take part in a general annual assembly of the Pontifical Mission Societies for the first time as Prefect of the Congregation for the Evangelisation of Peoples and he thanked the national directors for their hard work and told them that in his many travels around the world the people he meets always express deep gratitude for assistance received from the PMS. “We are here to serve the missionary Church” the Cardinal said reminding the national directors that their first task is not so much to collect offerings as to promote missionary animation: “Your hearts must be large enough to reach out to all regardless of the effort involved”. He urged them to carry out their mission responsibility and transparency. Responsibility above all before the Lord: “We must all realise that we are only the administrators of goods received ”. (RG) (4/5/2007 righe 28 parole 289) 

VATICAN - Letter from the Cardinal Secretary of State to the Prefect of the Congregation for the Evangelisation of Peoples on the occasion of the 50th anniversary of the encyclical Fidei Donum: “This method in time could become the norm for missionary co-responsibility ”

Vatican City  (Fides Service) – On 21 April, to mark the 50th anniversary of the encyclical Fidei domum issued by the Servant of God Pope Pius XII, Cardinal Tarcisio Bertone Secretary of State, sent a letter to the Prefect of the Congregation for the Evangelisation of Peoples Cardinal Ivan Dias, the text of which we give below. The letter was read aloud during a Eucharistic Concelebration in St Peter's in the morning of Saturday 5 May presided by Cardinal Dias and attended by the participants at the Annual General Assembly of the Pontifical Mission Societies and about 500 Italian Fide Donum priests. At the end of the Mass the Pope received the participants in a private audience. 

Here is the text of the letter: 

Your Eminence,

Today April 21st is the 50th anniversary of the Encyclical Letter Fidei donum of Pope Pius XII, of venerable memory (cfr AAS XLIX 1957, 225-248). With that Document the Supreme Pontiff wished to turn the attention of the Bishops of the Church towards Africa, at a time when that Continent was opening to the life of the modern world and was living perhaps the most difficult years of its millennial destiny (cfr ivi, 227). Treating in Chapter 3 of the Church's triple missionary activity (prayer, concrete help and sending of personnel), Pius XII spoke among other things of a new form of missionary cooperation different from the traditional style. He wrote: "Another form of assistance, which is more burdensome, has been undertaken by some bishops who, despite the difficulties attendant upon so doing, have permitted this or that priest of the diocese to go and spend some time in working for the bishops of Africa.  This procedure has the exceptional result of allowing the wise and well-planned establishment of specialized forms of the priestly ministry, such as taking charge of teaching the secular and sacred sciences for which the local clergy have not been trained. We are happy to encourage these timely and fruitful undertakings. If this course of action is taken with due preparation, very important advantages will accrue to the Catholic Church in present-day Africa, which has its full measure of both difficulties and hopes. " (AAS, cit., 245-6). (73,74 fidei donum Encyclical)


That call from the Supreme Pontiff in favour of missionary activity in Africa, gave rise to a new missionary "agent", which from the Encyclical took its name fidei donum. The Papal document threw seed which found a fertile soil and germinated thanks to profound ecclesiological and missiological reflection of the Second Vatican Council and post-Council missionary teaching. Certain essential elements at the level of both principle and practice were acquired and contributed to define the identity and configuration of fidei donum missionaries. These elements can be formulated thus: the Church is by nature missionary; the universal Church is concretised and exists in the particular Churches; particular Churches are missionary from the moment of their constitution; in communion with all the other Churches they too are responsible for concrete evangelisation.


Since then 50 years have passed during which the particular Churches, first those of ancient foundation and then the younger ones, have continued to send diocesan priests and lay people to other Churches for mission ad gentes, for new evangelisation or simply to help meet poorer Churches needs of personnel and means. The form could in time become the norm for missionary co-reponsibility. By means of this cooperation in fact the whole Church becomes effectively missionary since mission ad gentes is considered a duty and a responsibility for every particular Church.


On the occasion of this important anniversary the Pontifical Missionary Union, also at the request of the National Directors of the Pontifical Mission Societies, organised a Congress in Rome with two principal objectives: first of all to look at the ground covered with a critical analysis of the lights and shadows by which it was marked; secondly help confer a new and more authentic identity on fidei donum missionaries in the light of indications coming from experience, from papal teaching and from documents of Bishops' Conferences. In particular, it is opportune to rethink the Churches' communion and co-responsiblity for mission, as well as the methodological implications, such as the necessity of common planning, insertion of fidei donum missionaries with specific tasks and roles, reinsertion in the Churches of origin, mutual exchange of personnel, means and apostolic methodologies, paths of formation for missionaries, the necessity to institute at the national level centres of missionary formation for the departing missionaries and of coordination to meet adequately the request for personnel and means. Another objective is to put young Churches, which now have to rely on the assistance of missionary institutes, in a condition to form and send their own fidei donum missionaries.


The Holy Father appreciates this initiative, he regards it with confidence and trusts it will help re-launch the missionary commitment promoted fifty years ago by Pope Pius XII with the Encylical Fidei donum. In this sense he assures you he will make special mention in his prayers that the Congress may reach the set finalities and, while expressing deep gratitude to Your Eminence, your collaborators and those who promoted and organised the meeting, he gladly sends them, the National Directors of the Pontifical Mission Societies, the delegates of Bishops' Conferences and all fidei donum missionaries a special Apostolic Blessing.

I am happy to take this opportunity to pay my respects to Your Eminence, Yours in the Lord

Tarcisio Card. BERTONE Secretary of State

(Agenzia Fides 7/5/2007; righe 68, parole 887)

VATICAN  - Annual General Assembly Pontifical Mission Societies – “In a fraternal atmosphere we have assigned subsidies to the many local Churches for numerous pastoral educational and charitable projects some in remote almost forgotten areas” Archbishop Hoser said at the end of the Assembly

  Rome (Agenzia Fides) – Yesterday 8 May marked the closing of the General Assembly Pontifical Mission Societies held at the Fraterna Domus in Sacrofano, just outside Rome. Instead of the customary Pastoral Session of the Annual PMS Assembly the national directors will now take part in an International Congress organised to celebrate the 50th anniversary of the publication of the Encyclical Fidei Donum. The Congress opens today 9 May (see  Fides 21/4/2007).  


During the last day of the AGM five National Directors of the Pontifical Mission Societies one for each continent, as members of the Supreme Committee, elected representatives to the smaller Second Annual Meeting in November. After this Fr. Schaluck, National Director PMS Achen presented the institution of Missio-Achen, its nature, activity and profound spirituality closely connected with that of the Pontifical Mission Societies Founders. 

Fr. Óscar Zoungrana, PMS National Director in Burkina Faso and Niger, illustrated briefly the results of a Mission Congress organised among  West African CERAO countries. 

Fr. Aubert, PMS National Director in France, presented the assembly with a proposal for a across- the-world-prayer on the occasion of Mission Sunday. Mgr Giuseppe Pellegrini, National Director for Italy, after positive experience of members of Missionary Youth Movement at the World Youth Day in Cologne, Germany, suggested the initiative might be repeated for World Youth Day in 2008 in Sydney, Australia, assuring that the Italian PMS office would readily make available its experience.  


The Assembly closed with an address by Archbishop Henryk Hoser, secretary adjunct of the Congregation for the Evangelisation of Peoples and President of the Pontifical Mission Societies, who congratulated the participants and organisers for the rhythm and procedure of the meeting and also for the reliability and transparency shown with regard to the collection and distribution of missions offerings, in keeping with the respective civil national laws. "In a fraternal atmosphere we have assigned subsidies to the many local Churches for numerous pastoral educational and charitable projects some in remote almost forgotten areas" he said.   


Archbishop Hoser also expressed gratitude to Pope Benedict XVI who despite preparations for his demanding Apostolic Journey to Brazil, "found the time to address us with clear and encouraging words. We were moved and challenged by his message". Mgr Hoser also recalled that Cardinal Ivan Dias Prefect of the Congregation for the Evangelisation of Peoples spoke about "working heart-to-heart" and "since he began his ministry as Prefect of the Congregation he has not ceased to guide and sustain the PMS on their way". Archbishop Hoser concluded thanking all those who organised the Assembly, particularly the Executive Committee and the members of the International Secretariats. (RG) (Agenzia Fides 9/5/2007; righe 34, parole 349)  

VATICAN - A “short cut” to holiness for the priests of the third millennium: “Saint Louis Grignion de Montfort show us how to know, love and serve Our Lord with Mary as our Mother, Model and Guide ” – Testimony by Cardinal Ivan Dias  

Dublin (Fides Service) – The “Treaty on true devotion to Mary”, written by Saint Louis Grignion de Montfort (1673-1716) at the beginning of 1700, although addressed to all Christians in general can be especially applied to priests, that they may be as Pope John Paul II desired “holy”, priests “after the Heart of Jesus”. The importance of the “Treaty” in his priestly life was the subject of a conference given on 24 May in Dublin by Cardinal Ivan Dias, Prefect of the Congregation for the Evangelisation of Peoples, at a seminar in New Evangelisation: priests and laity. The great challenge of the new millennium”.


Cardinal Dias told those present that in the small book providentially purchased in a bookshop in Bombay, he found Saint Louis Grignion de Montfort's secret “a short cut to holiness”: “the secret is Mary, the masterpiece of God's creation. Louis de Montfort shows us how to know, love and serve Our Lord with Mary as our Mother, Model and Guide. The book is a priceless treasure”. In the Treaty, recommended by many Popes, Saint Louis Grignion de Montfort “presents a vivid image of the Blessed Virgin Mary  which is most relevant for her relationship with priests”.


The Prefect of the Congregation for the Evangelisation of Peoples then spoke of the three principal dimensions of the vocation to the priesthood: a call to holiness, a call to service, a call to the spiritual battle. “ Saint Louis de Montfort shows how Mary can play an essential role in each of these dimensions ” said the Cardinal. Holiness is loving God above all things and with our whole heart, soul and mind. To reach this goal, Grignion de Montfort says we must consecrate ourselves totally through Mary, to Jesus in a sort of “slavery of love”. A slavery which far from degrading human dignity, instead ennobles and uplifts the person. 


The Blessed Virgin Mary is an example to follow: “She gave herself entirely to God as his creature keeping nothing for herself. Her whole life was only for God. In this way Blessed Mary teaches us priests to avoid putting ourselves on a pedestal or taking for ourselves glory which is due to God alone. A priests must remind himself continually that his vocation to the priesthood is a freely given gift of God, given no for personal merit, talents or achievements, but rather for his sanctification and for the edification of the people of God”.


With regard to the theme of the humble service of love which characterises the priestly vocation, Cardinal Dias recalled that at the school of Monfort's spirituality “a priest who consecrates himself as a slave of love can never consider anything he possess as his personal property: his position, his talents, his material goods, the people entrusted to his pastoral care. Everything is given to him to administer”. When the archangel Gabriel left her after the Annunciation, Mary was not complaisant about the new dignity with which she had been invested, the dignity of being the Mother of God, instead “she went in haste to help her cousin Elisabeth advanced in age who was expecting a child”. At the Wedding Feast at Cana, while everyone was celebrating at the banquet, Mary noticed that the jars of wine were empty and she convinced Mary to work his first miracle. “For Mary, to belong to the Lord creature meant to reach out to meet the needs of others and this she continues to do today from her throne in heaven. Mary teaches us… to put our time and our talents at the service of God and neighbour”. The Cardinal then cited some Gospel episodes in the life of Jesus connected with service which are valid examples for carrying out the priestly ministry.


The third consideration made by Cardinal Dias with regard to the priesthood was spiritual combat. The fight against evil which began in the Garden of Eden, at the beginning of human history. Already then God wished for Mary to enter the scene and to remain there until the end of time. 
In the over two thousand years of the Church's history the battle between the forces of good and those of evil has continued with intensity, in the Church,  in general and in individual men and women. The Saints in particular experienced this battle more fully, with persecution, suffering all kinds of difficulties. “Many, including priests, prefer to live a mediocre life so as not to be attacked by Lucifer and his demons– the Cardinal said -. De Montfort understood this combat very early and suffered greatly the astuteness of the Evil One”. The antidote to all the Devil's temptations (wealth, success, power) is poverty of spirit, which means detachment from everything that distances us from God, and above all humility which touches the heart of God who looks on the poor and the humble. This is precisely what Montfort proposes in consecration to Jesus through Mary. Cardinal Dias then recalled Mary's apparitions to Saint Catherine Labouré and the significance of the Miraculous Medal, on which is portrayed the Blessed Virgin as she crushes with her heel the head of the serpent, the Devil. “For Lucifer the greatest humiliation – said the Cardinal - is to be crushed by the Blessed Virgin Mary, a purely human being belonging to a category inferior to that of the angels: She crushed him not only because she was the Mother of God, but because of her humility which is the hammer with which she crushed the hardened pride of Lucifer”.


Cardinal Dias concluded his intervention recalling that in the present times the sublime call to the priesthood demands that priests be “men of God and men for others”, and “in the Treaty on True devotion to Mary we have a secret which can help us priests to who are pleasing to the eyes of God. The secret is Mary, who through Saint Louis Grignion de Montfort calls us to consecrate ourselves as slaves of love to Jesus”. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 26/5/2007; righe 69, parole 1034)
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