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FIDES SPECIAL FEATURE 

Instrumentum mensis Maii 

pro lectura Magisterii Summi Pontifici Benedicti XVI 

pro evangelizatione in terris missionum

Annus II – Numerus V, Maius A.D. MMVI

Pope’s Benedict’s month of May culminated with his memorable visit to Poland, his second apostolic journey outside of Italy. A journey which was “a pilgrimage to retrace the steps of John Paul II, a pilgrimage of faith” as Pope Benedict XVI explained during his General Audience on 24 May the day before he left. On his return during the Audience of 31 May the Pope told those present about his journey. The Holy Father recalled his unforgettable visit to Auschwitz-Birkenau concentration camp, and he said - <Hitler had more than 6 million Jews exterminated in the camp of Auschwitz-Birkenau and in other similar camps. About 150,000 Poles and tens of thousands of men and women of other nationalities died at Auschwitz-Birkenau. In the face of the horror of Auschwitz there is no other response than the Cross of Christ:  Love descended to the very depths of the abyss of evil to save man in his core, where human freedom can rebel against God. ». The Pope said people must never forget « Auschwitz or the other "death factories" where the Nazi regime attempted to eliminate God in order to replace him! May it not succumb to the temptation of racial hatred which is at the root of the worst forms of anti-Semitism! May people recognise once again that God is the Father of all and calls us all, in Christ, to build a world of justice, truth and peace together! Let us ask this of the Lord through the intercession of Mary, whom today, as we end the month of May, we contemplate in her zealous and loving visit to Elizabeth, her elderly relative».
· SYNTHESIS INTERVENTUUM

1 May 2006 – Visit to the Shrine of Our Lady of Divine Love 

3 May 2006 – Message to participants at European Meeting on the theme: "Restoring Europe’s Soul "
3 May 2006 – General Audience
6 May 2006 – Holy Mass for 5th centenary of the founding of Corps of the Papal Swiss Guards 
7 May 2006 – Holy Mass for ordination of 15 deacons of Rome diocese
7 May 2006 – Regina Caeli

8 May 2006 –Audience to general assembly of the Pontifical Mission Societies   
9 May 2006 - Telegramme of condolence for the death of two Italian soldiers in Kabul
10 May 2006 – General Audience
11 May 2006 –Audience to participants at international congress on: "Pope John Paul II’s Legacy on Marriage and the Family: love human love".
13 May 2006 –Audience to the Plenary of the Pontifical Council for  the Family  
14 May 2006 – Regina Caeli

15 May 2006 –Audience to the Plenary of the Pontifical Council for Pastoral Care of Migrants and Itinerant Peoples 
17 May 2006 – General Audience
18 May 2006 –Audience to new Ambassadors of Chad, India, Cape Verde, Moldova, Australia
19 May 2006 – Cardinal Crescenzio Sepe appointed Archbishop of Naples and Cardinal Ivan Dias, appointed Prefect of the Congregation for the Evangelisation of Peoples   
20 May 2005 –Audience to participants at Meeting promoted by Centesimus Annus Pro Pontifice Foundation
21 May 2006 – Regina Caeli

22 May 2006 –Audience to Superiors General of Institutes of Consecrated Life and Societies of Apostolic Life 
25 May 2006 – Address at Warsaw airport 
25 May 2006 – Meeting with Polish clergy in Warsaw Cathedral 
25 May 2006 – Ecumenical Liturgy of the Word with Ecumenical Council of Poland and representatives of other Christian communities
26 May 2006 -  Eucharistic Concelebration in Pilsudski Square, Warsaw 
26 May 2006 – Meeting in Czstochowa with religious, seminarians and Church Movements representatives
26 May 2006 – Address to young people at Archbishop’s House  Krakow
27 May 2006 – Visit to Wadowice

27 May 2006 – Meeting with young people in Blonie Park
27 May 2006 – Mass in Blonie Park
28 May 2006 – Address at Auschwitz-Birkenau Concentration Camp
31 May 2006 – Message to world meeting of Church Movements and New Communities 
31 May 2006 – General Audience
· VERBA PONTIFICIS 

Ecumenism

Faith
Marriage and the Family
Most Holy Mary
Pontifical Mission Societies 
Poland
Priests
Apostolic Succession
Tradition 

· INTERVENTUS SUPER QUAESTIONES

Pontifical Mission Societies: “Let us make this meeting an apostolic Upper Room” says president Archbishop Henryk Hoser    

PMS General Assembly: “The Pontifical Missionary Union must be the driving belt of missionary spirituality ” says Fr Vito del Prete, PMU general secretary    

PMS General Assembly: Africa, the continent which will receive most help from the World Mission Sunday collection 2005

PMS General Assembly: vocations flourish in young Churches, more than 80,000 seminarians and almost 10,000 novices sustained by the Pontifical Society St Peter Apostle  

PMS General Assembly: little members of Holy Childhood all over the world collect ever larger funds for less fortunate peers 

Priests – Beijing Catholics pray for vocations and for those entrusted with the formation of future priests  

Saints -  Beatification of two women Religious 13 and 14 May, Sr Maria Teresa of Saint Joseph and Sr Maria della Passione

· QUAESTIONES

VATICAN - Pontifical Mission Societies: “official organ for missionary cooperation of all the Churches and all Christians”

VATICAN - WORDS OF DOCTRINE don Nicola Bux and don Salvatore Vitiello - “Obedience of Faith”

VATICAN – Cardinal Crescenzio Sepe opened the PMS General Assembly: “Our main mission, as National Directors of the Pontifical Mission Societies, is to bend down, like good Samaritans, over our brothers’ necessities, especially over the poor and the needy”

VATICAN - “Buddhists and Christians at the service of humanity”: the Message of the Pontifical Council for Interreligious dialogue for the Day of Vesakh 2006

VATICAN – PMS General Assembly: the National Directors of the Pontifical Mission Societies reflect on the proclamation of the Gospel in a multicultural society

VATICAN – PMS General Assembly: “Being credible witnesses to the Risen Christ, with respect for others, seeking dialogue but above all loving as we are loved by Christ”    

VATICAN - WORDS OF DOCTRINE don Nicola Bux and don Salvatore Vitiello - “Tradition or Treason”

VATICAN - WORDS OF DOCTRINE don Nicola Bux and don Salvatore Vitiello – “The Method of Tradition”

ASIA/INDIA - Cardinal Ivan Dias newly appointed Prefect of the Congregation for the Evangelisation speaks about religious freedom and anti-conversion laws in India 

VATICAN - WORDS OF DOCTRINE rev. Nicola Bux and rev. Salvatore Vitiello – “Ecumenical dialogue and religious freedom” 

SYNTHESIS INTERVENTUUM

1 May 2006 – Visit to shrine of Our Lady of Divine Love
VATICAN - The Holy Father Pope Benedict XVI visits shrine of Our Lady of Divine Love: “from this Shrine I repeat the call made in the encyclical Deus caritas est: let us experience love and in this way cause the light of God to enter into the world”
Rome (Fides Service) – “It is a great comfort for me to be here today to recite the Holy Rosary with you at the Shrine of Our Lady of Divine Love which expresses the devout affection for the Blessed Virgin Mary rooted in the soul and history of the people of Rome. It gives me particular joy to think that in this way I repeat the experience of my beloved  Predecessor John Paul II, who made his first visit to this shrine as Pontiff exactly 27 years ago on the first day of the month of May 1979”. With these words in the afternoon of May 1 the Holy Father Benedict XVI addressed the people who had crowded into the little old church of the Shrine of Our Lady of Divine Love where the Pope led the recitation of the Rosary diffused by loudspeakers out over the surrounding fields and to the bigger modern church which the Pope visited afterwards privately.  
Referring to  “Our Lady of Divine Love”, the Pope said she sheds light on the bond between Mary and the Holy Spirit, “from the beginning of her existence when at her conception the Spirit, eternal Love of the Father and Son, made his dwelling place in her preserving her from all shadow of sin; later when through the same Spirit the Son of God was born in her womb; and all through her life her during which, through the grace of the Spirit, Mary’s words "Behold I am the handmaid of the Lord, be it done unto me as you have said" were fulfilled, and at the end when through the power of the Holy Spirit, Mary was assumed into heaven with all her concrete humanity to sit beside the Son in the glory of God the Father. <Mary is a woman who loves>” (41) the  Pope said quoting his Encyclical Deus caritas est, and adding: Yes dear brothers and sisters Mary is the fruit and sign of God’s love for us, his tenderness and mercy. Therefore we turn to her in our hopes and needs and in the happy and sad moments of life”. 

The month of May brings more visitors to the Shrine to pray here and enjoy the atmosphere of peace: “Therefore from this Shrine of Divine Love – the Pope said -, we await powerful spiritual strength and help for the diocese of Rome, for me its Bishop and for my collaborator Bishops, for the priests, the families, for vocations, for the poor and the suffering, for the children and the old people, for the entire beloved nation of Italy. We await especially for inward strength to fulfil the promise made by the Romans on June 4, 1944, when they solemnly petitioned the Virgin of Divine Love to rescue the city from the horrors of the war, and they were heard: the vow and promise to correct and improve personal moral conduct to render it more similar to that of the Lord Jesus. Today there is need for conversion to God, the God who is Love, for the world to be freed of war and terrorism”. Pope Benedict XVI ended his homily repeating an invitation made in his  Encyclical Deus caritas est (n. 39): “let us experience love and in this way cause the light of God to enter into the world”. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 2/5/2006, righe 35, parole 551)

See the Pope’s homily in Italian

http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/pontefici/pontefice.php?id=503
3 May 2006 – Message to the president of the Pontifical Councils for Culture and for Inter-religious Dialogue Cardinal Paul Poupard, and at Meeting in Vienna, 3 -5 May 2006, organised by organised jointly by the Pontifical Council for Culture and the Department for Foreign Relations of the Patriarchate of Moscow on the theme" Restoring Europe’s Soul": "
VATICAN - The Holy Father’s message to participants at European Meeting "Restoring Europe’s Soul": “Only by safeguarding and valuing to the full the legacy of values handed on by its forebears can Europe write a new page in its history respecting the dignity of every human person and banning definitively abuse and violence of human rights”
Vatican City (Fides Service) – The Holy Father Benedict XVI addressed, through Cardinal Angelo Sodano secretary of state, a Message to the president of the Pontifical Council for Culture and the Pontifical Council for Interreligious Dialogue Cardinal. Paul Poupard and participants at a European Meeting “Restoring Europe’s Soul” organised jointly by the Pontifical Council for Culture and the Department for Foreign Relations of the Patriarchate of Moscow, being held in Vienna 3 - 5 May  (see Fides 2/5/2006). Here is the text of the message:

“Your Eminence, with great courtesy you informed the Holy Father of the colloquium to be held in  Vienna from the 3rd  to the 5th  of May dedicated to common reflection among Catholic and Orthodox representatives on the commitment of Christians in public life in Europe. This significant meeting is the fruit of encouraging cooperation between the Pontifical Council and the Patriarchate of Moscow with the concrete support of the Pro Oriente Foundation in particular by its president, Cardinal Christoph Schönborn.

The Supreme Pontiff sends his cordial greetings to participants at this important Symposium during which Catholic and Orthodox representatives will engage in common analysis of the challenges Europe is living at this moment of its history. The Supreme Pontiff has not failed to point out on various occasions that the peoples of the continent of Europe today find themselves challenged by emerging questions with regard to the meaning of life, the value of freedom and the very future of Europe. In this context he has continually called on them to build their present and their future in the light of the ethic and moral values which down through the centuries have illuminated their history, learning also from negative experience of the  past.

The Church "expert in humanity", never tires of saying that only by safeguarding and valuing to the full the legacy of values handed down by its forebears can Europe, with respect for the different spiritual traditions with which it is enriched, write a new page in its history respecting human dignity and definitively banning abuse and violence of human rights which poses a serious obstacle to integral development of nations, poisons the human heart and greatly wrongs the honour of the Creator (cfr Gaudium et spes, 27).

While His Holiness hopes the meeting will offer those who take part useful elements for leading together courageous new evangelisation of Europe in the third millennium, he assures his prayers for the nations of Europe that they may rediscover in Christ their common vocation at the service of peace and authentic progress all over the world and invokes abundant divine blessings on all the participants”. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 3/5/2006 righe 32, parole 434) 

3 May 2006 – General Audience
VATICAN - The Pope’s teaching at the general audience: “By means of the apostolic ministry Christ himself reaches those called to the faith. The distance of the centuries is overcome and the Risen Lord offers himself living and working for us in the today of the Church and the world. This is our great joy.”

Vatican City (Fides Service) – Pope Benedict XVI has chosen the subject of the Church for catechesis at the general weekly audiences. On Wednesday 3 May he dwelt for the second time on the significance and value of Apostolic Tradition of  “utmost importance for the life of the Church”.

The Pope quoted Vatican II: “In His gracious goodness, God has seen to it that what He had revealed for the salvation of all nations would abide perpetually in its full integrity and be handed on to all generations. Therefore Christ the Lord in whom the full revelation of the supreme God is brought to completion (see Cor. 1:20; 3:13; 4:6), commissioned the Apostles to preach to all men that Gospel which is the source of all saving truth and moral teaching, and to impart to them heavenly gifts” (Dogmatic Constitution Dei Verbum, 7). This task was faithfully carried out by the Apostles and their helpers “inspired by the Holy Spirit they put the news of salvation in writing”. “Their number – the Pope said referring to the Apostles – expresses not only continuity with the holy root, Israel of the twelve tribes, but also the universal destination of their ministry, bearers of salvation to the far corners of the earth. We understand this from the symbolic value given to numbers in the Semitic world: twelve is the result of the multiplication of three, the perfect number and four, a number which recalls the four cardinal points and therefore the whole world”.

The first community of Christians “recognises that it has been convoked by the word of those who were the first to experience the Lord and by Him were sent. The community knows it can rely on the Twelve as guides, and on those whom they gradually associate as successors in the ministry of the Word and service of communion. Consequently the community feels impelled to pass on to others the ‘good news’ of the real presence of the Lord and his Paschal Mystery, working through the Spirit”. There is ample testimony of this missionary commitment especially in the writings of St Paul and other Christian authors. 

Vatican II recalls: “Now what was handed on by the Apostles includes everything which contributes toward the holiness of life and increase in faith of the peoples of God; and so the Church, in her teaching, life and worship, perpetuates and hands on to all generations all that she herself is, all that she believes" (Cost. Dei Verbum, 8). “The Church hands on to all generations all that she herself is, all that she believes– Pope Benedict XVI said -, she hands it on in her worship, her life, her teaching. Tradition is therefore the living Gospel, announced by the Apostles in its integrity, based on the fullness of their unique and unrepeatable experience: and through them the faith is communicated to others, to us in our time, and until the end of time. Therefore Tradition is the history of the Spirit working in the history of the Church by means of the mediation of the Apostles and their successors in faithful continuity with that first experience”. 

The Pope continued his teaching, underlining that  “this chain of service continues to this day and will continue to the end of the world. In fact the mandate Jesus conferred on the Apostles was handed on by them to their successors. Besides personal contact with Christ, a unique and unrepeatable experience, the Apostles handed on to their successors the solemn mandate received from the Lord… So, in a different way from the Apostles, we too have a real and personal experience of the Risen Lord. Through the apostolic ministry it is Christ himself who reaches those called to the faith. The distance of centuries is overcome and the Risen Lord offers himself living and working for us in the today of the Church and the world. This is our great joy”. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 4/4/2006, righe 42, parole 625) 
See the Pope’s teaching

http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/pontefici/pontefice.php?id=504
6 May 2006 – Holy Mass on the occasione 5th Centenary of the Foundation of the Pontifical Swiss Guard VATICAN - Pope Benedict XVI presides special Mass for the 5th Centenary of the Foundation of the Pontifical Swiss Guard: “To be a Swiss Guard means to be loyal without reserve to Christ and the Church and ready to give one’s life for this”Vatican City (Fides Service) – This morning, May 6th 2006, in St Peter’s Basilica Pope Benedict XVI  presided a special concelebration of Mass to commemorate the 500th anniversary of the founding of the Pontifical Swiss Guard. In his homily the Pope said “on 22 January 500 years ago the first 150 Guards arrived in Rome called by Pope Julius II to enter his service in the Apostolic Service. That selected corps was soon called to prove its loyalty to the Pontiff: in 1527 Rome was attacked and looted and on 6 May, 147 Swiss Guards fell while defending Pope Clement VII, and the remaining 42 escorted him to safety in Castel Sant’Angelo”. To recall these events so distant in time, the Holy Father said, means first of all to “render honour the Corps of the Swiss Guard, reconfirmed in its mission again and again”, but it means above all to learn from these events in the light of the Word of God. 
The Pope then reflected on the first Mass reading taken from the Book of Wisdom which he said “is a hymn of praise to divine Wisdom, presented as the most precious treasure man can to desire and discover, the greatest good from which all other goods depend ”… “For Wisdom it is worth renouncing everything. This theme of ‘leaving’ in order to ‘find’ is at the centre of the Gospel passage we just heard, taken from Chapter 19 of St Matthew . After the episode of the "rich young man" who lacked the courage to renounce his "riches" to follow Jesus, St Peter the Apostle asks the Lord what recompense will be given to the disciples who left all to be with Him. Christ’s reply reveals the immense generosity of his heart … the person who chooses Christ finds the greatest of treasures, the most precious of pearls which gives value to everything else because He is divine Wisdom incarnate who came into the world that humanity might have life and life in abundance”… “One of the most eloquent descriptions of the Kingdom of God we find in the second Reading, a text which is part of the exhortation in the Letter to the Romans. The apostle Paul, after urging Christians to be always guided by charity and not to be of scandal for those who are weak in the faith, recalls that the Kingdom of God  "is justice, peace and joy in the Holy Spirit" (Rom 14,17), and he adds: "One who serves Christ in these things is pleasing to God and esteemed by men. Let us then undertake works of peace and mutual edification". "Works of peace" are a synthetic and perfect expression of Biblical Wisdom in the light of the revelation of Christ and His mystery of salvation. A person who recognises Him as Wisdom incarnate and for Him leaves everything becomes a "peace-maker", both in the Christian community and in the world”. 

Pope Benedict XVI then recalled that “the many expressions of the presence of the laity in the Catholic Church include the singular presence of the Papal Swiss Guards, young men motivated by love of Christ and the Church who put themselves at the service of the Successor of Peter… To be a Swiss Guard means to be loyal without reserve to Christ and the Church and ready to give one’s life for this. Effective service may terminate but at heart these men are Swiss Guards for ever”. The Pope then extended warm greetings to the Swiss Guards and Authorities who had come from Switzerland for the event, and other civil and military authorities, chaplains, and numerous family members and friends present at the Celebration. “Ideally on behalf of all the Pontiffs faithfully served by your Corps through the centuries – Pope Benedict concluded -, I express deserved and sincere gratitude and, looking to the future, I urge you to continue to do so acriter et fideliter, with coruage and loyalty. May the Blessed Virgin Mary and your patron saints Martin, Sebastian and Nicholas de Flüe help you to carry out your daily duties with generous dedication, always animated by a spirit of faith and love for the Church”. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 6/5/2006 – righe 47, parole 717)
See the Pope’s Homily in various languages

http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/pontefici/pontefice.php?id=505
7 May 2006 – Holy Mass for the ordination of 15 new priests for the diocese of Rome
VATICAN - Pope Benedict XVI ordains 15 new priests: “the priest is totally inserted in Christ so that starting from him and acting in view of Him and in communion with him he may carry out the service of the one Shepherd Jesus, in whom God made man, wishes to be our Shepherd”

Vatican City (Fides Service) – In St Peter’s Basilica on Sunday 7 May,  the 4th Sunday of Easter and annual Day of Prayer for Vocations Pope Benedict XVI presided Mass and ordained 13 deacons of the diocese of Rome and 2 Religious of the Order of Discalced Carmelites OCD. Concelebrants with the Holy Father included Cardinal Camillo Ruini Vicar General for the diocese of Rome, the Vicegerent, Auxiliary Bishops, Superiors of the respective Seminaries and the parish priests of the priests to be ordained.


In his homily the Holy Father reflected on the image of the shepherd: “In ancient times in the East kings often referred to themselves as the shepherds of their people. Moses and David in the Old Testament before being called to be leaders and shepherds of the People of God were in fact shepherds of flocks. In the travail of the period of exile, faced with the failure of the leaders of Israel, the political and religious leaders, Ezekiel traced the image of God himself as the Shepherd of his people”. Jesus is the “Good Shepherd through whom God cares for his creature, man, gathering human beings and leading them towards the true pastureland”. St Peter said “we can only be shepherds of the flock of Jesus Christ through Him and in intimate communion with Him. Precisely this is expressed in the Sacrament of Ordination: the priest is totally inserted in Christ so that starting from him and acting in view of Him and in communion with him he may carry out the service of the one Shepherd Jesus, in whom God made man, wishes to be our Shepherd.”


The Pope pointed out that the Sunday Gospel passage proclaimed during the Mass was only part of Jesus’ long discourse on shepherds in which “before calling himself the Shepherd, Jesus says to our surprise: ‘I am the door (Jn 10, 7). It is through Him that we must enter the service of shepherd. Jesus brings this fundamental condition to light when he says: ‘Whoever … climbs over elsewhere is a thief and a robber (Jn 10, 1). The word "climbs" evokes the image of someone who climbs up and over a fence to reach a place where lawfully he should not be. In "climbing", here we can also see the image of careerism, trying to reach “the top” , using the Church to obtain a position: using instead of serving. This is the image of the man who wants by means of the priesthood to become important, to be someone prominent; the image of a person who aims for his own exhaltation and not the humble service of Jesus Christ. However the only legitimate ascent towards the ministry of the shepherd is the cross. This is the door… Entering through the door, that is Christ, means knowing and loving Him ever more deeply so that our will becomes his and our actions become one with his action”. 


Then Pope Benedict XVI illustrated three aspects of the figure of the true shepherd: “he gives his life for the sheep; he knows them and they know him; he is at the service of unity”. “The mystery of the Cross is at the heart of the service of Jesus as Shepherd: it is the real great service he renders each one of us. He gives himself. Therefore, quite rightly, at the centre of priestly life there is the Holy Eucharist, through which Jesus’ sacrifice on the cross is continually present among us. Knowing this we learn also what it means to celebrate the Eucharist worthily: it means encountering the Lord who for us sets aside his divine glory and lets himself be humiliated even to death on the cross and thus gives himself to us”. The Holy Father then emphasised “the importance for the priest of the daily Eucharist”, which should become “a school of life where we learn to give our life. Life is not given only at the moment of death or only through martyrdom. We must give it day after day.” 

In the Gospel the Lord says: "I know mine and mine know me, just as the Father knows me and I know the Father; ” (Jn 10, 14-15). “These two relationships apparently quite different are here interwoven: the relationship between Jesus and the Father and the relationship between Jesus and those entrusted to his care  – the Pope explained -. However these two relationships actually go together because the ‘sheep’ belong, in the end, to the Father and they are searching for the Creator, for God. When they realise that a person speaks only in his own name and draws only from himself they know he cannot be the one for whom they search. But when in a person the voice of the Father is heard, the door of the relationship which man seeks in opened. This must be so also in our case. First of all in our heart we must live the relationship with Christ and through him with the Father; only then can we truly understand people and they will realise they have found a true shepherd”. 
By way of conclusion the Pope spoke about the service to unity entrusted to the shepherd: "The mission of Jesus concerns the whole of humanity and therefore the Church is responsible for all men and women that they may know God, the God who for us, through Jesus Christ, became man, suffered, died and rose from the dead. The Church cannot be content with the host of people she has already reached– said Pope Benedict XVI -. She cannot withdraw in comfort in her own environment. She is charged with universal concern, she must care for all men and women. This great task we must "render" in our respective missions. Of course a priest, a pastor of souls, must be concerned first of all for those who believe and live in the Church, and in her seek the path of life and who themselves, as living stones, constitute the Church and thus together build up and support   the priest. Nevertheless as the Lord says, again and again we must go out "to the highways and hedgerows" (Lk 14, 23) to carry God’s invitation to His banquet to those who have not yet heard or been inwardly touched. The service to unity has many forms. It includes also commitment for interior unity of the Church that, over and above diversities and limits, she may be a sign of the presence in the world of God who alone can create this unity.” (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 8/5/2006 – righe 70, parole 1.091)

See the Pope’s homily in Italian

http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/pontefici/pontefice.php?id=507
7 May 2006 – Regina Coeli

VATICAN - At the Regina Caeli the Pope prays “for a growing number of people who respond to Christ’s  call to follow Him on the path to priesthood or consecrated life... and that that the seeds of vocation which God sows in the heart of the faithful may mature and bear fruits of holiness in the Church and in the world”

Vatican City (Fides Service) – On Sunday 7 May Pope Benedict XVI addressed thousands of people gathered in St Peter’s Square to pray the  midday Regina Caeli prayer. “On this 4th Sunday of Easter, Good Shepherd Sunday, annual Day of Prayer for Vocations – the Pope said - I have had the joy of ordaining in St Peter’s Basilica fifteen new priests for the diocese of Rome. I think also of all those all over the world who receive ordination to the priesthood in this season. While thanking God for the gift of these new priests at the service of the Church let us entrust them to Mary, invoking her intercession for a growing number of people who respond to Christ’s  call to follow Him on the path to priesthood or consecrated life.” 

Referring to his Message for Vocations Sunday this year on the theme: “Vocation in the Mystery of the Church”, the Pope said: “The Christian vocation is ongoing renewal of personal friendship with Jesus Christ which gives full meaning to life making it available for the Kingdom of God. The Church lives of this friendship, nourished by the Word and the Sacraments, holy realities  entrusted especially to the ministry of the bishops, the clergy and the deacons, consecrated by the sacrament of Orders”. For this reason “the mission of the priest is irreplaceable and if in some regions there is a scarcity of clergy, we must not doubt that God will continue to call boys, youths and adults to leave all to devote themselves to preaching the Gospel and to the pastoral ministry”.

Besides the vocation to the priesthood Pope Benedict XVI mentioned other ways of following Christ: the vocation to the consecrated life - “expressed with a life which is poor, chaste and obedient and totally dedicated to God in contemplation and prayer and service of the brothers and sisters, especially the weakest and the poorest” – and also Christian matrimony “in its own right a vocation to holiness”, the example of holy parents “is the first favourable condition for  the flourishing of priestly and religious vocations”. By way of conclusion the Pope invoked the intercession of Mary, Mother of the Church, “that the seeds of vocation which God sows in the heart of the faithful may mature and bear fruits of holiness in the Church and in the world”. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 8/5/2006 – righe 26, parole 396)

See the Pope’s address

http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/pontefici/pontefice.php?id=506
8 May 2006 –Audience with participants at Annual General Assembly of the  Pontifical Mission Societies
VATICAN - Pope Benedict XVI receives in audience participants at the Annual General Assembly of the  Pontifical Mission Societies: “I encourage you to work to help Christians grow in awareness that missionary activity involves them in the spiritual dynamic of baptism, gathering them in communion around Christ to share in his mission”

Vatican City (Fides Service) – This morning in the Sala Clementina in the Vatican the Holy Father, Pope Benedict XVI granted an audience to the participants at the Annual General Assembly of the  Pontifical Mission Societies. Here is the text of the Pope’s address. “Your Eminence, beloved Brother Bishops and Brother Priests, dear national Directors of the Pontifical Mission Societies I greet each of you warmly with a special thought for His Eminence Cardinal Crescenzio Sepe, whom I thank for the words addressed to me on your behalf, and for Archbishop Henryk Hoser, President of the Pontifical Mission Societies. Welcome to this meeting which takes place on occasion of the Annual General Assembly of your Superior Council. Your presence testifies to the Church’s missionary commitment on every continent and the “Pontifical” character which distinguishes your association underlines the special tie which binds you to the See of Peter. I know that after intense work of  "revision", you have completed the drafting of your new Statute and obtained approval of it. I hope it will help to offer still greater prospects for the work of missionary animation and assistance to the Church to which you are committed.
At your General Assembly you intend to reflect on the missionary mandate which Jesus entrusted to his disciples, and which represents a pastoral urgency felt by all the local Churches, mindful also of what was affirmed by the Second Vatican Council, namely "missionary commitment is essential for the Christian community" (Ad gentes, 2). Since they were founded in the 19th century and placed themselves at the service of evangelisation, the Pontifical Mission Societies have always been aware that missionary activity consists definitively in communicating to all our brothers and sisters the love of God revealed in the plan for salvation. To know and accept this saving Love is in fact fundamental for our lives life – I wrote in the Encyclical Deus caritas est - and it raises important questions about who God is and who we are (cfr n. 2). By means of interventions of effective and generous charity the Mission Societies, Propagation of the Faith, Saint Peter Apostle and Holy Childhood, have spread the Good News and help plant and consolidate Churches in the new territories; the Missionary Union has fostered increased attention of Clergy and Religious for evangelisation. All this has increased the faith, love and missionary enthusiasm of the People of God.

Dear Friends of the Pontifical Mission Societies thanks also to your work of missionary animation in parishes and dioceses, prayer and effective support for the mission have become an integral part of the life of every Christian. Just as the early Church sent “offerings” collected in Macedonia and in Acaia to Jerusalem for the Christians of that Church (cfr Rom 15,25-27), so today a responsible spirit of sharing and communion involves the faithful of every community in providing support for the needs of mission lands and this is an eloquent sign of the catholicity of the Church. Underlining that “as the work of God in human history, mission is not simply an instrument but an event which makes everyone available to the Gospel and the Spirit" (art. 1), your Statute encourages you to work so that Christians may grow in awareness that the spiritual dynamism of baptism involves them in missionary commitment and gathers them in communion around Christ to participate in his mission (cfr ibid.).

This intense missionary movement which involves ecclesial communities and individual believers has developed through the years into promising missionary cooperation . To this you bear  significant witness because you help nourish everywhere that spirit of universal mission which was the distinctive sign of your birth as Mission Societies and the impulse behind you growth. Continue to render this precious service to ecclesial communities, fostering reciprocal co-operation. Harmony of intention and desired unity in the work of evangelisation increase to the extent in which all activity has as its reference God who is Love and the pierced heart of Christ, love in its most radical form (cfr Deus caritas est, 12). In this way dear friends, your work will never be mere organisational efficiency or connected with some special interest, rather it will always be a revelation of Divine Love. The fact that you come from different countries is a clear demonstration that  the Pontifical Mission Societies , " although they are the Societies of the Pope, they belong to all the Bishops and to the entire People of God".[20] " (Cooperatio missionalis, 4). Dear National Directors to you especially I express my gratitude for all that you do to meet the needs of evangelisation. May your commitment inspire those who benefit from your help to welcome the inestimable gift of salvation and to open their hearts to Christ, the only Saviour. With these sentiments invoking the maternal assistance of Mary Queen of the Apostles I impart a special Apostolic Blessing upon all of you here present and on each of the particular Churches you represent”.At the beginning of the Audience Cardinal Crescenzio Sepe, Prefect of the Congregation for the Evangelisation of Peoples who is also President of the Supreme Council of the Pontifical Mission Societies addressed the Pope as follows : “Most Holy Father, with great joy I present to Your Holiness our National Directors from 120 countries gathered for the Annual General Assembly of the Pontifical Mission Societies. On behalf of them all I thank you for granting us this Audience which is the culminating event in the work of our Assembly and strengthens communion with the Chair of Peter the basis of all authentic missionary activity.  The Pontifical Mission Societies for their charisma and for the goals they intend to reach are expressions of that ecclesial communion and charity which render visible and animate the missionary nature of the Church. The bonds of unity among the churches have always been expressed in mutual exchanging of gifts and effective cooperation. These bonds in fact are lived in the unity of faith proclaimed in the announcement of Jesus Christ, the only Saviour of mankind; faith professed and celebrated in the sacramental life and nourished with concern for the poor; faith motivated and prompted to act by the same charity which moves so many missionaries to give their lives to others even to the point of bloodshed. We are aware Holy Father that in order to be an expression of the Church’s catholicity our missionary efforts must draw strength from this life-blood of charity. The Church of Christ in fact is not the sum of all the different Particular Churches historically situated, their root is the mystery of universal Church. A sign and sacrament of this is the communion which exists between local Bishops and the Bishop of Rome.This is why we are proud to belong to both the Pope and to the Bishops and to work both for the particular Churches and the universal Church, urged on by Christ’s love for all men and women. As you say in the Message just addressed to us for the next World Mission Sunday, here lies the secret of the apostolic fecundity of our missionary activity which reaches across frontiers and borders to all peoples and extends to the far ends of the earth. Holy Father, please bless our commitment”. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 8/5/2006 – righe 91;  parole 1188)
9 May 2006 - Telegramme of sympathy for the death of two Italian soldiers killed in an attack in Kabul
VATICAN - The Pope sends telegramme of sympathy for the death of two Italian soldiers killed in an attack in Kabul 

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) – The Holy Father Pope Benedict XVI, through Cardinal Secretary of State Angelo Sodano, addressed the following message of sympathy to Archbishop Angelo Bagnasco, military ordinary for Italy, regarding the attack on May 5 in Kabul, Afghanistan, in which two Italian soldiers lost their lives. The military ordinary read out the Pope's telegram at the beginning of the funeral Mass, held this morning in the Roman Basilica of St. Mary of the Angels.
 
  "Having learned the news of the ignoble attack on the Italian convoy in Kabul which caused the death of two soldiers of the Alpine Regiment, the Supreme Pontiff wishes to communicate to parents and relatives an expression of his personal participation in their profound suffering and to convey his heartfelt condolences for the grave mourning which has once again struck the entire nation of Italy and especially the armed forces committed to upholding with generous self-sacrifice actions of peace among sorely tried peoples. In giving assurances of his fervent prayers that the Lord may welcome to eternal life the young victims who sacrificed their own lives, His Holiness invokes heavenly comfort upon those mourning their dramatic death and sends out his apostolic blessing with a special thought for the soldiers wounded in the attack. Cardinal Angelo Sodano, Secretary di State”. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 9/5/2006 righe 13, parole 176) 
10 May 2006 – General Audience
VATICAN - Pope Benedict XVI’s general audience teaching: Apostolic Succession, “succession in the function of bishops presents itself as continuity in the apostolic ministry, guarantee of perseverance in apostolic Tradition, word and life the Lord has entrusted to us”

Vatican City (Fides Service) – After meditating at the past few audiences on the significance of Tradition in the Church– “which is the permanent  presence of the word and the life of Jesus among his people”, on Wednesday 10 May the Holy Father Benedict XVI dedicated his teaching to the subject of Apostolic Succession. “The word to be present needs a person, a witness – the Pope explained -. This produces reciprocity: on the one hand the word needs the person, but on the other the person, the witness, is tied to the word which is entrusted to him not invented by him. This reciprocity between content – word of God, life of the Lord – and the person who carries it forward, is characteristic of the Church’s structure”.

The Lord himself called the Twelve who represented the future People of God. These Twelve, first of all restore their number calling Matthias to take the place of Jude and then “gradually they associate others in the tasks entrusted to them to carry on their ministry”… “Just as at the start of the condition of apostle there was a call and a sending by the Risen Lord –said Pope Benedict XVI -, so the successive calling and sending of others will come, through the power of the Holy Spirit, from those already constituted in the apostolic ministry. This is how this ministry, known from the second generation onwards as the ministry of bishops, will continue”. Explaining the meaning of the term “bishop”, the Pope said it comes from the Greek episkopos and means, “one who looks from above, who ‘over’ sees, who looks with the heart”. This function of the bishop evolved and developed with time  “guided by the Spirit of God who assisted the Church as she discerned authentic forms of apostolic succession, ever more clearly defined in the plurality of experiences and charismatic and ministerial forms present in the early Christian communities”.

The link between the College of Bishops and the community of the first Apostles is understood first of all in line with continuity in history the Pope said, adding  “continuity of succession guarantees the perseverance, within the ecclesial community, of the college of apostles whom Christ gathers round himself. However this continuity, which we see first of all in the continuity in history of the ministers, must also be understood in a spiritual sense, because apostolic succession in the ministry is considered a privileged place for the Holy Spirit to work and to be handed on”. Here the Pope quoted St Ireneus of Lyon who spoke of the Church “founded and constituted in Rome by the most glorious Apostles Peter and Paul” and the Tradition of the faith, “which through her comes to us from the Apostles by means of the succession of bishops”. “The succession of bishops – verified on the basis of communion with that of Rome – is therefore the criterion of the permanence in the local Churches of the Tradition of the apostolic faith which from the beginning through this channel has come down to us".

This testimony of the early Church, Pope Benedict XVI explained, tells us that “the apostolic nature of the ecclesial communion consists in fidelity to the faith and practice of the Apostles through whom is guaranteed the Church’s historical and spiritual link with Christ... what the Apostles represent in the relationship between the Lord Jesus and the early Church is likewise represented by ministerial succession in the relationship between the early Church and the Church today. This is not simply a material chain, but rather history as a tool used by the Spirit to render the Lord Jesus, Head of his people present by means of those ordained to the ministry through the Bishops’ prayer and laying on of hands”. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 11/5/2006, righe 41, parole 600) 

See the Pope’s teaching

http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/pontefici/pontefice.php?id=508
11 May 2006 –Audience with participants at Congress promoted by the Pontifical Institute John Paul II for Studies on Marriage and the Family on the theme "The heritage of John Paul II on marriage and the family: to love human love 

VATICAN - Pope Benedict XVI receives participants at a Congress promoted by the Pontifical Institute John Paul II for Studies on Marriage and the Family: “Only the rock of total and irrevocable love between a man and a woman can found the construction of a society which is a home for all men and women”

Vatican City (Fides Service) – Benedict XVI on 11 May received participants in an international congress promoted by the John Paul II Institute for Studies on Marriage and the Family of the Pontifical Lateran University. The Institute is currently celebrating its 25th anniversary, and the theme of the congress is: "The heritage of John Paul II on marriage and the family: to love human love." In his address the Pope said “The communion of life and love which is marriage is an authentic good for society. It is especially urgent to today to avoid confusion with other types of unions based on a lesser love. Only the rock of total and irrevocable love between a man and a woman can found the construction of a society which is a home for all men and women”.
The Pope recalled that Pope John Paul II was particularly in favour of the Institute: “Rightly you especially feel this legacy your own because you are the addressees and continuators of a vision which was a central pole of his mission and reflections: God’s plan for marriage and the family. This legacy is not simply a sum of doctrines and ideas, first of all it is a teaching gifted with luminous unity on the meaning of human love and life.” Then Pope Benedict XVI recalled that the idea of "educating to love" accompanied the young priest and later the young bishop Wojtyla, especially after the publication of the Pope Paul VI’s Encyclical Humanae vitae, which was followed by much debate and study on this subject. Pope Benedict XVI then dwelt on two basic elements which the Institute has tried to study: “The first element is that marriage and the family are rooted in the most intimate nucleus of the truth of the human person and human destiny. Sacred Scripture reveals that the vocation to love is part of that authentic image of God which the Creator gives to his creatures calling them to become like Him to the extent in which they are open to love. The sexual difference between the body of the man and women is therefore not simply a biological fact,  it has a more profound significance: it expresses that form of love with which man and woman, becoming one flesh, achieve authentic communion of persons open to the transmission of life and thus cooperate with God in the generation of new human beings. A second element marks the novelty of John Paul II’s teaching on human love: his original way of reading God’s plan in the confluence of revelation with human experience. In Christ in fact, fullness of the revelation of the Father’s love, is revealed also the full truth of the vocation to love of every human person who can only truly find himself or herself in the sincere gift of self.”

In the last part of his address Pope Benedict XVI dwelt on the duty of the Institute as an academic structure: “to illuminate the truth of love as a path to fullness in every form of human existence. The great challenge of new evangelisation, proposed by John Paul II with such enthusiasm, needs to be sustained with deep reflection on human love because this love is the path God chose to reveal Himself to mankind and it is in this love that He calls every human person to communion in the Trinitarian life”. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 12/5/2006 – righe 38;  parole 555)

See the Pope’s address in Italian

http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/pontefici/pontefice.php?id=509
13 May 2006 –Audience with participants at plenary assembly of the Pontifical Council for  the Family
VATICAN - Pope Benedict addresses participants at plenary assembly of the Pontifical Council for  the Family: “The family founded on marriage constitutes the "heritage of humanity ", a fundamental social institution, vital nucleus and pillar of society which concerns believers and non”

Vatican City (Fides Service) – On 13 May, receiving in audience participants at plenary assembly of the Pontifical Council for the Family, Pope Benedict XVI said: “The family founded on marriage constitutes "heritage of humanity ", a fundamental social institution, the vital nucleus and pillar of society which concerns believers and non. The family is a reality to which every country must give maximum consideration because, as John Paul II said many times, ‘the future of humanity passes by way of the family (Familiaris consortio, 86)”. Referring to the Christian principles with regard to marriage and the family, Pope Benedict XVI recalled that elevated by Christ to the  “highest dignity of sacrament … marriage confers greater splendour and profundity on the conjugal bond and calls for greater commitment on the part of husband and wife who, blessed by the Lord of the Covenant, promise to be faithful until death in love open to life. For them, the heart and centre of the family is the Lord who accompanies them in their union and sustains them in their mission to educate children to adulthood”. 

In the present day sad to say we see a diffusion of equivocal concepts on these themes but, the Pope said, “we must never tire of affirming the truth with regard to the institution of the family as willed by God from the moment of creation”. In the face of numerous threats to the stability of the family “often it is necessary to go against the prevailing culture and this calls for patience, effort, sacrifice and incessant searching for mutual understanding. However even today it is possible for married couples to overcome difficulties and remain faithful to their vocation by asking God’s help in prayer and frequent participation in the sacraments, the Eucharist in particular”. The Pope then called attention to another sensitive question, respect for the human embryo, “always the fruit of an act of love to be treated as a person. Progress in science and technology in the field of  bio-ethics becomes a threat when man loses sight of his limits and, in practice, thinks he can take the place of God the Creator”. The Encyclical Humanae vitae clearly states that human procreation must always be the fruit of the conjugal act with its twofold unitive and procreative significance. “At this point in history– the Holy Father said – Christian families are called to bear witness with courageous consistency that procreation is a fruit of love. This testimony will not fail to stimulate politicians and legislators to safeguard the rights of the family. It is known that juridical solutions for "unions outside of marriage" are gaining credit. These unions while rejecting the obligations of marriage demand to enjoy the same rights. At times, moreover, there are people who want a new definition of marriage in order to legalise homosexual unions giving them also the right to adopt children.”

In the last part of his address the Pope spoke about the ageing population in vast areas of the world – considered  a sort of "demographic winter" – and he urged those present to restore the confidence of families “so they may continue their noble mission to procreate in love”. He then expressed gratitude to the Pontifical Council for the Family for striving to dialogue with those with political and legislative responsibility with regard to these questions and to offer courses for family pastoral workers in local Churches. “I take this opportunity to repeat the call to diocesan communities to participate with delegations in the 5th World Meeting of Families in July in  Valencia, in Spain, at which, God willing, I will have to joy of taking part myself”. The Pope then imparted his blessing on all present and on all families “that they may continue to model their homes on the example of the Holy Family of Nazareth”. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 15/5/2006 – righe 44;  parole 615)

See the Pope’s address in Italian

http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/pontefici/pontefice.php?id=516
14 May 2006 – Regina Coeli

VATICAN - “Christian life is a mystery of communion with Jesus” the Pope says at the midday Regina Cæli prayer. He also recalled the assassination attack 25 years ago on John Paul II and his miraculous escape thanks to the intervention of a ‘maternal hand’ 
Vatican City – On Sunday 14 May addressing thousands gathered in St Peter’s Square for the midday Marian prayer Pope Benedict XVI reflected on Union with God by means of the sacrament of the Eucharist and the assassination attempt on Pope John Paul II on the Feast of Our Lady of Fatima 13 May 25 years ago. Referring to the Gospel of the 5th Sunday of Easter in which, “at the Last Supper Jesus urges his disciples to be united with Him like branches with the vine”, the Pope said “Christian life is a mystery of communion with Jesus... the secret of spiritual fecundity and union with God, union achieved principally in the Eucharist which we also call Communion”. He then sent special greetings to children making their First Holy Communion in this Easter season urging them to “become branches of Jesus the Vine and His authentic disciples”.

The Pope then mentioned the apparition of the Blessed Virgin Mary, on 13 May 1917 at  Fatima, where she appeared several times to the three little shepherd children. “The message she entrusted to them in continuity with that of Lourdes was an urgent call to prayer and conversion; a truly prophetic message considering the 20th century overshadowed by unheard of destruction caused by war and totalitarian regimes, as well as widespread persecution against the Church. Moreover, on 13 May 1981 – 25 years ago – the Servant of God John Paul II sensed that his miraculous escape from death was due to the intervention of a  "maternal hand", as he himself said, and the whole of his pontificate was marked by what Our Lady foretold at Fatima. Although anxieties and sufferings have not been lacking and motives of apprehension for the future of humanity persist, it is of comfort to recall the promise the Lady in White made to the little shepherd children: ‘In the end my Immaculate Heart will triumph.” Pope Benedict XVI thanked the Blessed Virgin Mary “for her constant intercession” asking her to continue to watch over the “the path of the Church and all humanity, especially families, mothers and children”. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 15/5/2006 – righe 23, parole 349)

See the Pope’s address

http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/pontefici/pontefice.php?id=517
15 May 2006 –Audience to participants at plenary session of the Pontifical Council for Pastoral Care of Migrants and Itinerant Peoples
VATICAN - “We live at a time when Christians are called to foster a style of open dialogue on the question of religion while not renouncing to present the Christian proposal consistent with their identity to interlocutors” Pope Benedict XVI said to plenary session of the Pontifical Council for Pastoral Care of Migrants and Itinerant Peoples

Vatican City (Fides Service) – “The Catholic Church is ever more aware that inter-religious dialogue is part of her service to humanity in today’s world. This conviction has become, so to say, ‘daily bread’ for people who work with migrants, refugees and all the various categories of itinerant peoples”. Pope Benedict XVI said this in his address to the participants at the plenary session of the Pontifical Council for Pastoral Care of Migrants and Itinerant Peoples held 15- 17 May on the theme  "Migration and movement to and from Muslim countries". During the audience on 15 May the Pope said: “We live at a time when Christians are called to cultivate a style of open dialogue on the question of religion, while not renouncing to present the Christian proposal consistent with their identity to interlocutors. Increasingly we realise the importance of reciprocity in dialogue, reciprocity which the Instruction Erga migrantes caritas Christi rightly defines as a "principle" of great importance. Dialogue is a "relation founded on reciprocal respect" and before this "an attitude of heart and mind " (n. 64). That this commitment is important and sensitive is demonstrated by efforts made in many communities to build with immigrants relations of mutual knowledge and esteem ever more useful for overcoming prejudice and closed minds.”  
Referring to the theme of the Plenary assembly the Pope said it  “concerns a social reality ever more topical. Mobility involving Muslim countries deserves special reflection not only for the quantitative relevance of the phenomenon but above all because the Islamic identity is characteristic from the religious and cultural point of view”.

The constant reference point for the Christian community as it strives to welcome and dialogue with migrants and itinerant peoples  , “is Christ who left his disciples as a rule of life, the new commandment of love”. Then Pope Benedict XVI urged believers to “open their arms and hearts to every person, whatever country he or she comes from, leaving to the authorities of public life to establish according to opportune laws for healthy co-existence. Continually encouraged to bear witness to the love taught by the Lord Jesus Christ, Christians must open their hearts especially to the poorest and most vulnerable of people in whom in a singular manner Christ is present. Doing this they reveal the most qualifying character proper to Christian identity: that loved which Christ lived and continues to transmit to the Church through the Gospel and the Sacraments. Of course it is to be hoped that Christians who emigrate to Muslim countries will find there acceptance and respect for the religious identity.”

Concluding his address the Pope thanked the participants at the Plenary Assembly for their efforts to provide “organic and effective pastoral care for migrants and itinerant peoples”, and he underlined that “this is an important frontier of new evangelisation in today’s globalised world”. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 16/5/2006 – righe 37;  parole 506)

See the Pope address in Italian

http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/pontefici/pontefice.php?id=518
17 May 2006 – General Audience
VATICAN - “We too like Peter must continually correct our course. We must follow Jesus, not precede Him: he shows us the way. It is the Lord who says to me, and says to you, follow me! We must have the courage and the humility to follow Jesus because He is the Way, the Truth and the Life”: Pope Benedict XVI chooses for his teaching the figure of St Peter  

Vatican City (Fides Service) – “In the new series of catechesis we started first of all by trying to understand better the Church, and the Lord’s idea about this new family of his – Pope Benedict XVI said as he began his Wednesday audience on 17 May  - . Then we said the Church exists in persons and that the Lord entrusted this new reality, the Church, to the twelve Apostles. Now we shall take a look at them one by one to understand in each person, what it means to live the Church, to follow Jesus. We shall start with Saint Peter”.


The Pope said first of all that “after Jesus, Peter is the person most often mentioned in the new testament writings...he spoke with a Galilean accent. He, like his brother, was a fisherman... Which means he must have lived quite comfortably; he was deeply religious, and had a longing for God– he wanted God to intervene in the world– this desire led him to go with his brother as far away as Judea to listen to the preaching of John the Baptist”. Simon “was a believing, practising Jew, who trusted in the active presence of God in the history of his people … the Gospel tell us that Peter was one of the Nazarene’s first four disciples who were joined by a fifth, it was the custom for every Rabbi to have five disciples. When Jesus passes from five to twelve disciples the newness of his mission becomes clear: He is not just one of the many Rabbis, instead he has come to gather together the eschatological Jerusalem symbolised by the number 12, the number of the tribes of Israel.”

The Gospels depict Simon “with a strong impulsive character...but also at times naive and fearful, nevertheless he is honest, to the point of being sincerely repentant. The Gospels enable us to follow his spiritual journey step by step. The point of departure is his calling by Jesus. It happens on an ordinary day while Peter is busy with his fisherman’s work. Jesus says to Simon: ‘put out to sea and lower your nets for the catch. Simon the fisherman has confidence in this Rabbi who does not offer him answers but calls him to have trust in Him. Peter’s reaction to the miraculous catch of fish is one of astonishment and apprehension …  Jesus responds to this inviting him to have confidence and to be open to a project which surpasses anything Peter might envisage: ‘Do not be afraid; from now onwards you will be a fisher of men’.” Simon “accepts this unexpected call to let himself be involved in this great adventure: he is generous, he realises his limits but he believes in the One who is calling him and he follows his the dream of his heart. He says yes – a courageous and generous yes -, and becomes a disciple of Jesus.”. 

“Peter  lives another significant moment on his spiritual journey near Caesarea Philippi, when Jesus puts a precise question to his disciples. Who do people say that I am?’... And Peter speaks for himself and the others: ‘You are the Christ. However Peter had not yet understood the profound contents of Jesus’ messianic mission... Peter wants a Messiah a ‘divine man’, to fulfil the expectations of the people imposing his power over all: we too want the Lord to impose his power and transform the world now; Jesus presents himself as the ‘human God, the servant of God, who shatters the expectations of the crowds taking a path of humility and suffering”.

“Peter in this way learns what it really means to follow Jesus. This is his second calling… he must be willing, if necessary, to renounce the whole world to save the true values, to save the soul, to save the presence of God in the world. Although it is hard, Peter accepts the call and continues the journey in his Master’s footsteps.” Pope Benedict XVI concluded underlining similarities in the behaviour of Peter and our own: “We too long for God, we too want to be generous, but we too expect God to be strong in the world and to transform the world now according to our ideas, to the needs we see. God chooses another path. God chooses the path of the transformation of hearts in suffering and humility. And we, like Peter must continually convert, correct our course. We must follow Jesus not precede him: It is He who shows us the way. So Peter says to us: you think you have the solution and that you must transform Christianity, but it is the Lord who knows the way. We must have the courage and humility to follow Jesus because He is the Way, the Truth and the Life.” (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 18/5/2006, righe 50, parole 773) 
See the Pope’s teaching complete text

http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/pontefici/pontefice.php?id=519
18 May 2006 –Audience to new Ambassadors from Chad, India, Capo Verde, Moldova, Australia
VATICAN - The Holy Father receives new Ambassadors from Chad, India, Cape Verde, Moldova, Australia: “it is important that every person, everywhere in the world be allowed to belong to the religion he or she chooses and practice in all freedom without fear” 
Vatican City (Fides Service) – During the morning of Thursday 18 May the Holy Father Benedict XVI received in audience the new Ambassadors of Chad, India, Cape Verde, Moldova and Australia. After receiving Letters of Credence from the Ambassadors and exchanging texts of the written discourses the Pope, the Holy Father addressed the Ambassadors their collaborators and family members. “You belong to the great family of diplomats who, throughout the world, strive to build bridges between countries with the aim of creating and reaffirming relations between peoples, both in the area of fraternal solidarity and in that of economic and cultural exchange for the good of all the nations of the planet said the Pope in French addressing the five new ambassadors together,.. This ... presupposes firm will and breadth of vision, in order not to reduce the decisions that must be taken to mere responses to the urgent needs of the moment."
 …   "In order for this to happen, it is not enough to decide on peace or collaboration among nations. What is required is a solid commitment that does not seek only the interest of ... a particular section of society, to the detriment of the general interest, but that aims above all at the common good of a whole country, and ... of humanity entire. In this age of globalization, it is important that the management of public life does not depend ... only upon economic considerations, the search for ever-increasing profit, and the inconsiderate use of the planet's resources to the detriment of peoples, especially the least favored, thus jeopardizing the long-term future of the world." Continuing his discourse Pope Benedict XVI said  “Peace is rooted in respect for religious liberty, which is a fundamental and primordial aspect of the freedom of belief of individuals and of the freedom of peoples. It is important that, in whatever part of the world, everyone can follow the religion they choose, and practice it openly and without fear, because no one can base their existence only on material wellbeing. Accepting this individual and collective dimension will, without doubt, have beneficial effects on social life." Lastly the Holy Father urged leaders of nations and all men and women of good will to work ever more resolutely “to build a world of freedom, brotherhood and solidarity” where attention for people comes before attention for economic questions. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 19/5/2006 – righe 28;  parole 378)
See the Pope 

http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/pontefici/pontefice.php?id=520
19 May 2006 – Pope Benedict XVI appoints Cardinal Crescenzio Sepe Archbishop of Naples, and Cardinal Ivan Dias as new Prefect of the Congregation for the Evangelisation of Peoples

VATICAN - Pope Benedict XVI appoints Cardinal Crescenzio Sepe Archbishop of Naples, and Cardinal Ivan Dias as new Prefect of the Congregation for the Evangelisation of Peoples 
Vatican City (Fides Service) – The Holy Father, Pope Benedict XVI on 20 May 2006 accepted the renunciation of the pastoral government of the metropolitan archdiocese of Naples, Italy, presented by Cardinal Michele Giordano, in conformity with the Code of Canon Law  can. 401 § 1. The Holy Father appointed Metropolitan Archbishop of Naples, Italy, Cardinal Crescenzio Cardinal Crescenzio Sepe, until now Prefect of the Congregation for the Evangelisation of Peoples.

Cardinal Crescenzio Sepe was born at Carinaro (Caserta) on 2 June 1943. He attended local schools and then went first to the Pontifical Regional seminary at Aversa and then to the Major Seminary of Rome diocese. He was ordained a priest on 12 March 1967. He has a degree in theology and a licentiate in Canon Law from the Lateran University, Rome and a degree in philosophy from La Sapienza University Rome. He has been assistant professor of sacramental  theology Lateran University and later dean of dogmatic theology at the pontifical Urban University. He has published various theological works.

He studied at the Pontifical Ecclesiastical Academy and in 1972 entered the diplomatic service of the Holy See and was sent to the Papal Nunciature in Brazil. He was then called to work in the Holy See’s secretariat of state office in the section for International Bodies and then in the office Information and Documentation. In 1987 he was appointed Secretariat of State Assessor for General Affairs. On 2 April 1992 he was appointed titular archbishop of Grado and secretary of the Congregation for the Clergy. He was ordained a bishop on 26 April 1992 by Pope John Paul II, of venerable memory. On 3 November 1997 he was appointed secretary general of the Committee and the Council of Presidency of the Great Jubilee of the Year 2000 in charge of overseeing and organising the events. He was also President of Peregrinatio ad Petri Sedem from November 1997 to July 2001. Created Cardinal in 2001 he is a member of two Vatican Congregations, for the Doctrine of the Faith and for the Clergy, and of the Pontifical Councils for the Promotion of the Unity of Christians, Legislative Texts, Interreligious Dialogue, Social Communications and the Pontifical Commission for Latin America. On 9 April 2001 he was appointed Prefect of the Congregation for the Evangelisation of Peoples and Grand Chancellor of the Pontifical Urban University.

The Holy Father, on 20 May 2006 appointed Prefect of the Congregation for the Evangelisation of Peoples Cardinal Ivan Dias, until now Archbishop of Bombay, India.

Cardinal Ivan Dias Archbishop of Bombay (India) was born in Mumbai 14 April 1936. He was ordained a priest in Bombay 8 December 1958. Ha studied at the Pontifical Ecclesiastical  Academy in Rome (1961-1964). He has a degree in Canon Law 1964 from the Pontifical Lateran University in Rome. In 1964 he worked in the Secretariat of State to prepare Pope Paul VI’s visit to Bombay on the occasion of the International Eucharistic Congress.


Between 1965 and 1973 he was secretary at the Apostolic Nunciatures in Denmark, Sweden, Norway, Iceland, Finland,  and the Islands of Madagascar, Reunion, Comores and Mauritius. Between  1973 and 1982 at the secretariat of state he was head of the Section for Soviet Union, the Baltic States, Belo Russia, Ukraine, Poland,  Bulgaria, China, Vietnam, Laos, Cambodia, South Africa, Namibia, Lesotho, Swaziland, Zimbabwe, Ethiopia, Rwanda, Burundi, Uganda, Zambia, Kenya, Tanzania. On 8 May 1982 he was appointed titular archbishop of Rusubisir and Apostolic Pro-Nuncio in Ghana, Togo and Benin (1982- 1987). On 19 June 1982 he was ordained a bishop in St Peter’s Basilica. Between 1987 and 1991 he was Apostolic pro-Nuncio in South Korea. From 1991 to 1997 he was Apostolic Nuncio in Albania.

On 8 November 1996 he was appointed Archbishop of Bombay, taking possession of the cathedral the following 13 March.

He was President Delegate for the 10th ordinary assembly of the Synod of Bishops (October 2001). He was created a Cardinal in the public consistory on 21 February 2001, of the Titular Church of the Holy Spirit at Ferratella, by John Paul II. He is a member of the following Congregations: Doctrine of the Faith; Divine Worship and the Discipline of the Sacraments; Catholic Education; Pontifical Council: for Culture; for Laity; Pontifical Commission for the Cultural Heritage of the Church; the Prefecture for the Financial Affairs of the Holy See; the Council of Cardinals for the examination of questions of organisation and finance of the Holy See. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 20/5/2006; Righe 56; Parole 567)

20 May 2005 –Audience to participants Meeting promoted by the Centesimus Annus Foundation 

VATICAN - “We can only give true social justice if this is done in view of genuine solidarity which demands living and operating always for each other and never against or to the disadvantage of others.”: the Pope addresses participants at a Meeting promoted by the Centesimus Annus Foundation
Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) – “We can only give true social justice if this is done in view of genuine solidarity which demands living and operating always for each other and never against or to the disadvantage of others. How to render all this concrete in the context of the world today is the great challenge of Christian lay people”. This concept was expressed by the Holy Father Pope Benedict XVI in his address to participants at a Meeting promoted by the Foundation Centesimus Annus Pro Pontifice received in audience on 20 May at the end of the morning.  


The Foundation, as the Pope said in his address, recalls in its name “John Paul II’s last great social encyclical with which, summarising a hundred years of Magisterium in this field, the unforgettable Pontiff projected the Church forward stimulating confrontation with the res novae of the third millennium”. The Foundation has the duty to collaborate “so that in the different cultural areas of the present day world the social doctrine of the Church may fulfil perfectly its task for the diffusion of the Gospel”. Lastly, the Pope said “the qualification Pro Pontifice underlines, in turn, your intention to cultivate a special vicinity with the pastoral duty of the Bishop of Rome, striving to help according to your possibilities to sustain the concrete tools of which he has need to animate and encourage the presence of the Church in the whole world”. 


Expressing satisfaction for the expanding activities of the Foundation in Europe and in America, the Holy Father stressed the topical nature of the themes addressed by the Study Meeting promoted by the Foundation on the theme "Democracy, institutions and social justice", recalling that authentic democracy  “if properly used is still the most valid historical means for planning our future in a manner worthy of mankind”. The Pope then dwelt on two critical points identified by the Meeting “on the path to a more mature order of human co-existence”: the necessity of “appropriate, credible, authoritative institutions whose goal is not merely management of public power … and tenacious, ongoing and united efforts to promote social justice”. 

Lastly Pope Benedict XVI encouraged the members of the Foundation since they are lay Catholics, to live as theirs “the immediate task to work for just order in society”, since “charity should animate the entire existence of the lay faithful and therefore also their political activity, lived as «social charity»”. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 22/5/2006 – righe 28;  parole 378)

See the Pope’s address in Italian

http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/pontefici/pontefice.php?id=522
21 May 2006 – Regina Caeli

VATICAN - Pope Benedict XVI recalls at the Regina Cæli that the Feast of the Lord’s Ascension “reveals the lofty calling of every human person” and prompts use of the media “to spread the Gospel and promote solidarity among peoples”  

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) – The twofold significance of the Feast of the Ascension which will be celebrated on Thursday 25 May,  and in some countries the following Sunday, was the theme of the reflection proposed to people gathered in St Peter’s Square on Sunday 21 May for the recitation of the midday Regina Cæli prayer. The Acts of the Apostles tell us that for forty days after his resurrection Jesus appeared many times to his disciples and then "was lifted up as they were looking on”. “This last act of Christ is of twofold significance – the Pope explained -. First of all, going “up”, he reveals his divinity unequivocally: he returns to whence he came, that is God, after completing his mission on earth. Moreover Christ ascends into heaven with the humanity he assumed and resurrected from the dead: that humanity is ours, transfigured, made divine, which has become eternal. The Ascension, therefore, reveals the lofty calling of every human person called to eternal life in the Kingdom of God, a Kingdom of love, light and peace”.

The Holy Father then recalled that on the feast of the Ascension the Church also celebrates World Day of Social Communications, with the theme this year: "The media: network of communication, communion and cooperation". The Pope said “the Church gives great attention to the media because they are an important means for spreading the Gospel and encouraging solidarity among peoples by drawing attention to the serious problems which still afflict many nations ”. On this subject, the Pope mentioned the "Walk the World" event, an initiative promoted by the United Nations World Food Program to combat hunger in the world. "Its aim," he said, "is to sensitize governments and public opinion to the need for concrete and immediate action in order to guarantee everyone, especially children, 'freedom from hunger.'  "I remain close to this initiative in prayer," the Holy Father added. "And it is my heartfelt hope that, with a contribution from everyone, we may overcome the blight of hunger that still afflicts humanity and places the life hopes of millions of people at serious risk. I am thinking, primarily, of the dramatic situation in Darfur, Sudan, where serious difficulties persist even in satisfying the primary food needs of the population."

  Before reciting the prayer the Pope entrusted to the Blessed Virgin Mary  those oppressed by the scourge of hunger ”and those who go out to help them and those who, through the social communications media, contribute to strengthening links of solidarity and peace between peoples. Lastly he asked Our Lady to “render fruitful the apostolic trip to Poland which, God willing, I will be making from Thursday to Sunday in recollection of the beloved John Paul II."

Then after greeting the visitors in various different languages, the Pope mentioned that on Saturday 3 June, the eve of Pentecost, he will meet members of at least one hundred different Church movements and new communities from all over the world: He continued: “I well know the significance for the Church of their educational and missionary [activity] which was so appreciated, supported and encouraged by the beloved John Paul II. Together we will celebrate the first Vespers of the Solemnity of Pentecost, trustingly invoking the Holy Spirit to fill the hearts of the faithful and announce to everyone the message of love of Christ, Savior of the world”. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 22/5/2006 – righe 38, parole 541)

See the Pope’s address

http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/pontefici/pontefice.php?id=521
22 May 2006 – Audience to Superiors General of Institutes of Consecrated Life and Societies of Apostolic life  
VATICAN - “Consecrated persons have the task of bearing witness to the transforming presence of God in a world ever more disoriented and confused”: Pope Benedict XVI receives in audience Superiors of Institutes of Consecrated Life and Societies of Apostolic Life  
Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) - “I hope this encounter and profound communion with the Pope will be for each of you encouragement and comfort in a task ever more demanding and at times contrasted. The service of authority calls for constant presence, ability to love and propose, to recall the raison d’etre of consecrated life, to help the people entrusted to you respond with renewed fidelity to the call of the Spirit.” With these words Pope Benedict XVI addressed of Institutes of Consecrated Life and Societies of Apostolic Life whom he received in audience this morning 22 May. 


The Holy Father underlined the grave responsibility of General Superiors to sustain and guide their brothers and sisters “in an epoch which is not easy, marked by many dangers. Consecrated men and women of today have the task of bearing witness to the transforming presence of God in a world ever more disoriented and confused, a world in which shades have replaced clear and distinguishing colours. To be able to see our times through the eyes of faith means to see mankind, the world, and history in the light of Christ, who is crucified and Risen”.


Continuing his address the Pope said “secularised culture has penetrated the minds and hearts of no few consecrated persons” and therefore “consecrated life today encounters the dangers of mediocrity, acceptance of middle-class values, consumer mentality … a condition demanded for the following of Christ, is renunciation, detachment from all which is not Him. The Lord wants men and women who are free, not bound, able to leave everything to follow Him and in Him find their everything”. The Benedict XVI stressed the importance of “courageous decision at the personal and community level which impress new discipline on the life of consecrated persons leading them to rediscover the totalising dimension of following Christ.”

The Pope then spoke about belonging to the Lord: “this is the mission of men and women who have chosen to follow Christ, chaste, poor and obedient that the world may believe and be saved: to belong totally to Christ so as to become incessant confession of faith, unequivocal proclamation of the truth which makes man free from the seduction of false idols by which the world is dazed”. To ensure nourishment of interior life which keeps the inward flame of love ever burning, prayer and daily participation in the Eucharist are necessary. Pope Benedict XVI then   stressed the need for consecrated persons to live in chastity which means “renouncing the  need to appear, assuming a simple and humble style of life. Religious men and women are called to show this in the choice of habit, simple dress, a sign of poverty lived in union with Christ who was rich and became poor that we might be rich in his poverty”.

Concluding his address the Holy Father encouraged consecrated persons “to be for the world credible and shining signs of the Gospel and its paradoxes, not adapting their mentality to this world but transforming themselves and renewing their commitment continually in order to discern the will of God, all that is good, pleasing to him and perfect.” (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 22/5/2006 – righe 38;  parole 566)

See the Pope address in Italian

http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/pontefici/pontefice.php?id=523
25 May 2006 – Address at Warsaw airport
VATICAN - Pope Benedict XVI  begins his pastoral visit to Poland: “I deeply desired to make this visit to the country and the people of my beloved predecessor the Servant of God John Paul II. I have come to retrace his steps in the itinerary of his life …”

Warsaw (Agenzia Fides) – “I am happy to be here with you on the soil of the Republic of Poland. I deeply desired to make this visit to the country and the people of my beloved predecessor the Servant of God John Paul II”. These were the first words of Pope Benedict XVI in Poland at the welcome ceremony at Warsaw airport where he arrived on Thursday 25 May. The Holy Father was welcomed by the President of Poland Lech Kaczyński, numerous political and civil authorities, Cardinal Józef Glemp, Archbishop of Warsaw, Cardinal Stanisław Dziwisz, Archbishop of Kraków, Archbishop Józef Michalik, president of the Polish Bishops’ Conference, Archbishop Józef Kowalczyk, the apostolic nuncio in Poland. In his speech at the airport, Pope Benedict XVI explained the reasons for his visit: to follow in the footsteps of his Predecessor, John Paul II, “the itinerary of his life, from childhood to his departure for that memorable conclave in 1978”… “to meet and get to know better the generations of believers who offered him for the service of God and the Church and those born and matured for the Lord under his pastoral guidance as a priest, bishop, and then Pope”. Then Pope Benedict XVI said the motto of his journey “Be strong in the faith”, shows that “this is not simply a sentimental journey … it is an itinerary of faith, inscribed in the mission the Lord entrusted to me in the person of St Peter the apostle who was called to confirm the brothers and sisters in the faith  ”. 


After greeting the civil and religious authorities present Benedict XVI mentioned two important places he would visit so dear to John Paul II: “the capital of Poland Warsaw and his archbishop’s See Krakow”. From these two cities he will visit: Częstochowa, Wadowice, Kalwaria, Łagiewniki, the Cattedrale of Wawel, the Shrine of Divine Mercy at  Łagiewniki. “Last of all I will visit Auschwitz – the Pope said -. There I hope to meet surviving victims of Nazi terror from various different countries who suffered tragic oppression. Together we will pray that the scars of the last century may heal with the medicine the good Lord indicates to us calling us to reciprocal forgiveness and offering us the mystery of his mercy.”

At the end of his speech the Pope repeated the motto of his visit - "Be strong in the faith" – and said he hoped the next few days would be an experience of “consolidating the faith for all of us, for the members of the Church which is in Poland and for myself” and he concluded: “For people who do not have the grace of the faith but who have good will in their heart, may my visit be a time of brotherhood, goodwill and hope.” (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 26/5/2006 – righe 32, parole 461)  

See the Pope’s address

http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/pontefici/pontefice.php?id=525
25 May 2006 – Meeting with Polish clergy 
VATICAN - “One thing the faithful expect of priests: that they be specialists in fostering the encounter between each person and God. A priest is not required to be an expert in economy, or building or politics. He is expected to be an expert in the spiritual life”: Pope Benedict XVI addresses Polish clergy in Warsaw cathedral 
Warsaw (Agenzia Fides) – After the welcome ceremony at Warsaw airport at the start of his pastoral visit to Poland Pope Benedict XVI went to St John’s Cathedral where he had a meeting with the local clergy introduced to him by Cardinal Primate Józef Glemp. 

Commenting the words of St Paul (Rom 1,8-12), the Holy Father recalled the tragic history of the capital and the nation and the suffering of the people in the not so distant past: “We recall the heroic acts of those witnesses to the faith who offered their life to God and to humanity, canonised saints and ordinary men and women who persevered in uprightness, sincerity and goodness never giving way to discouragement”. The Pope made special mention of Cardinal Stefan Wyszyński, “who with total trust in Christ and his Mother served the Church faithfully amidst painful and prolonged trials”. 

The Pope urged the clergy: “Believe in the power of your priesthood! By virtue of the sacrament you have received you are all that you are … at the moment of your Ordination, by means of the liturgical sign of the laying on of hands, Christ took you under his special protection; you are hidden in his hands and in his Heart. Immerse yourselves in his love and give Him your love!”. And he said that in the face of the fear the greatness of the priesthood can prompt they should have total trust: “We must not give way to haste, almost as if time dedicated to Christ in silent prayer were time lost. It is instead precisely there that the wondrous fruits of pastoral service are born. We must not be discouraged by the fact that prayer demands effort, or the impression that Jesus is silent. He is silent, but he is at work … In a world of so much noise and confusion, there is need of silent adoration of Jesus hidden in the Host. Be consistent in prayer of adoration and teach it to the faithful. It is a source of comfort and light above all for those who suffer.”

Tracing the identity of the priest the Pope said : “One thing the faithful expect of priests: that they be specialists in fostering the encounter between each person and God. A priest is not required to be an expert in economy, or building or politics. He is expected to be an expert in the spiritual life … in the face of temptations of relativism and permissivism, the priest is certainly not required to know all the present day, changing currents of thought; the faithful expect him to be a witness of eternal wisdom, contained in the revealed word … Christ needs priests who are mature and virile, able to cultivate authentic spiritual paternity. This calls for honesty with oneself, opening to one’s spiritual director and confidence in divine mercy”.

Pope Benedict XVI then recalled John Paul II’s call to Christians to do penance for faults committed in the past and he explained: “We believe the Church is holy, but in her there are sinners. We must reject the desire to identify ourselves only with those without sin. How could the Church exclude sinners from her ranks?... With humble sincerity we must neither deny the sins of the past nor indulge in hasty accusations in the absence of real proof or familiarity with the different mentality of those times … Asking forgiveness for the evil committed in the past we must also remember the good achieved with the assistance of divine grace which, although deposited in vessels of clay, produced even excellent fruit.”

In the last part of his address the Pope recalled one major task for the Church in Poland: ensuring pastoral care for Catholics living outside the country. “The Church in Poland has already offered numerous priests and religious who minister outside the country not only to Poles but also, and at times in most difficult conditions, in missions in Africa, Asia, Latin America and other regions. Dear priests, never forget these missionaries. The gift of numerous vocations with which God has blessed your Church must be welcomed in a truly Catholic spirit. Priests of Poland – the Pope concluded -, do not be afraid to leave your secure, familiar world to serve wherever priests are needed and where your generosity can bear copious fruits”. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 26/5/2006 – righe 49, parole 715)  

See the Pope’s address

http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/pontefici/pontefice.php?id=526
25 May 2006 – Liturgy of the Word with Ecumenical Council of Poland and representatives of other Christian communions
VATICAN - “Our ecumenical aspirations must be permeated with prayer, mutual forgiveness and the holiness of life of each one of us” says Pope Benedict XVI 

Warsaw (Agenzia Fides) – In the afternoon of Thursday 25 May Pope Benedict XVI met the President of Poland and then went to the Holy Trinity Lutheran Church for a Liturgy of the Word  with representatives of the seven churches which make up the Ecumenical Council of Poland and with representatives of other confessions. In his address the Pope confirmed his commitment to: “consider restoration of full and visible unity among Christians a priority in my ministry”.

Pope Benedict XVI then recalled John Paul II’s ecumenical meeting in the same church in 1991 and his words on that occasion - "As hard as we may work for unity it is always a gift of the Holy Spirit” –underlining that the ecumenical aspirations of all must be permeated “by prayer and reciprocal forgiveness and holiness of life of each of us”. On the way towards the final encounter with Christ “with our life we announce his death, we proclaim his resurrection, awaiting his return. We feel the weight of this grave responsibility; Christ’s message in fact must reach every man and woman on the earth, through the efforts of those who believe in Him and are called to witness that He is truly sent by the Father. Therefore when announcing the Gospel we must be moved by the aspiration to build reciprocal relations of sincere charity so that in the light of these relations all may know that the Father has sent his Son and He loves the Church and each of us, as He loves the Son. It is the duty of the disciples of Christ, of each of us therefore, to work for that unity so as to become, as Christians, a visible sign of his message of salvation, addressed to every human person.”

In recent years steps have been made to promote reciprocal understanding and drawing close and the Pope mentioned at this point the main ecumenical events. However two questions are still open. “The first concerns the charity service of the Churches. Numerous brothers and sisters await from us the gift of love, trust, witness, and spiritual and concrete material assistance … the practice of  fraternal caritas brings us ever closer and renders our witness to Christ before the world more credible”. The second question concerns marriage and family life. “Today… ever more frequently young people of different traditions, religions, different Christian confessions decide to form a family. Very often for the young couple and for their families the decision is difficult and involves many dangers with regard to perseverance in the faith and the future building of a family order, an atmosphere of unity in the family and suitable conditions for the spiritual growth of the children… This calls for mutual kindness, understanding and maturity in the faith on both sides and also from the communities from which the couple come”. The Pope ended his address calling those present to pray  that the community of Christ’s disciples in earth “may be increasingly a community of love which reflects the unity of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit”. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 26/5/2006 – righe 38, parole 552)  

See the Pope’s address

http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/pontefici/pontefice.php?id=527
26 May 2006 – Concelebrated Mass in Pilsudski Square, Warsaw
VATICAN - Pope Benedict celebrates Mass in Warsaw’s Piłsudski Square: “How can we fail to thank God today for all that was accomplished in your native land and in the whole world during the Pontificate of John Paul II?”

Warsaw(Agenzia Fides) – At 9.30am on Friday 26 May, Pope Benedict XVI presided an open air concelebration of Mass in Warsaw’s central Piłsudski Square. The Cardinals and bishops and priests of Poland and cardinals and bishops from various other countries concelebrated. About 250,000 people gathered to take part in the liturgy and civil and political authorities were also present in this square where Pope John Paul II celebrated Mass on 2 June in 1979, on his first visit as Pope to his homeland, as Pope Benedict XVI recalled in his homily. “Here, on the eve of Pentecost, Pope John Paul II uttered the significant words of the prayer "Let your Spirit descend, and renew the face of the earth." And he added: "The face of this land." This very place witnessed the solemn funeral ceremony of the great Primate of Poland, Cardinal Stefan Wyszyński, whose twenty-fifth anniversary occurs during these days. God united these two men not only through the same faith, hope and love, but also through the same human vicissitudes, which linked each of them so strongly to the history of this people and of the Church that lives in their midst.”

The Holy Father invited those present to join him in thanking God for what happened in Poland and the rest of the world during the pontificate of John Paul II: “Before our eyes, changes occurred in entire political, economic and social systems. People in various countries regained their freedom and their sense of dignity”. Commenting the readings of the Mass the Pope said that Jesus “reveals the profound link between faith and the profession of Divine Truth, between faith and dedication to Jesus Christ in love, between faith and the practice of a life inspired by the commandments. All three dimensions of faith are the fruit of the action of the Holy Spirit... Hence faith is a gift, but at the same time it is a task”.

As in the past also today certain individuals and circles attempt to “falsify the word of Christ and remove from the Gospel those truths which in their view are too uncomfortable for modern man”. In this regard the Pope said: “the Church cannot silence the Spirit of Truth. The successors of the Apostles, together with the Pope, are responsible for the truth of the Gospel...Every Christian is bound to confront his own convictions continually with the teachings of the Gospel and of the Church’s Tradition in the effort to remain faithful to the word of Christ, even when it is demanding and, humanly speaking, hard to understand. We must not yield to the temptation of relativism or of a subjectivist and selective interpretation of Sacred Scripture. Only the whole truth can open us to adherence to Christ, who died and is Risen for our salvation.”

Underlining that “faith consists in an intimate relationship with Christ”, Pope Benedict XVI said to love Christ means “trusting in Him even in times of trial … In his hands our life acquires its true meaning... To love him is to remain in dialogue with him, in order to know his will and to put it into effect promptly… living one’s personal faith as a love-relationship with Christ also means being ready to renounce everything that constitutes a denial of his love.”. 

At the end of his homily the Pope recalled that 27 years earlier in the same place John Paul II said: <Poland has become nowadays the land of a particularly responsible witness> (Warsaw, 2 June 1979), and Benedict XVI  concluded with this request: “I ask you now, cultivate this rich heritage of faith transmitted to you by earlier generations, the heritage of the thought and the service of that great Pole who was Pope John Paul II. Stand firm in your faith, hand it down to your children, bear witness to the grace which you have experienced so abundantly through the Holy Spirit in the course of your history”. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 27/5/2006 – righe 43, parole 645)  

See the Pope’s homily in Polish, Italian and English

http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/pontefici/pontefice.php?id=528
26 May 2006 – Meeting a Czstochowa meets men and women Religious, seminarians and representatives of Church Movements 
VATICAN - At the Marian Shrine of Jasna Góra Pope Benedict XVI meets men and women Religious, seminarians and representatives of Church Movements: “close to Mary you will experience for yourselves that God is love, and you will transmit this message to the world with the richness and the variety that the Holy Spirit knows how to enkindle”

Częstochowa (Agenzia Fides) – In the afternoon of Friday 26 May Pope Benedict XVI travelled to Częstochowa to the Marian Shrine of Jasna Góra. After paying a visit to the Shrine to pray in front of deeply venerated Icon of the Blessed Virgin Mary, the Pope had a meeting with Polish men and women Religious, seminarians and representatives of Church Movements. “Mary, the Mother of the Lord, is in our midst – the Pope said in his address -. Today it is she who leads our meditation; she teaches us how to pray. Mary shows us how to open our minds and our hearts to the power of the Holy Spirit, who comes to us so as to be brought to the whole world. We need a moment of silence and recollection to place ourselves in her school, so that she may teach us how to live from faith, how to grow in faith, how to remain in contact with the mystery of God in the ordinary, everyday events of our lives..”

Addressing specifically the men and women religious The Pope asked if they remembered the enthusiasm with which they undertook the consecrated life and added “Try not to lose this first fervour, and let Mary lead you to an ever fuller adherence. Dear men and women religious, dear consecrated persons! Whatever the mission entrusted to you, whatever cloistered or apostolic service you are engaged in, maintain in your hearts the primacy of your consecrated life. Let it renew your faith. The consecrated life, lived in faith, unites you closely to God, calls forth charisms and confers an extraordinary fruitfulness to your service..”

To candidates to the priesthood Pope Benedict XVI proposed a reflection on the manner in which Mary learned from Jesus: “On your journey of preparation, and in your future priestly ministry, let Mary guide you as you "learn" Jesus. Keep your eyes fixed on him. Let him form you, so that in your ministry you will be able to show him to all who approach you. When you take into your hands the Eucharistic Body of Jesus so as to nourish his People, and when you assume responsibility for that part of the Mystical Body which will be entrusted to you, remember the attitude of wonder and adoration which characterised Mary’s faith. As she in her solicitous, maternal love for Jesus, preserved her virginal love filled with wonder, so also you, as you genuflect at the moment of consecration, preserve in your soul the ability to wonder and to adore. Know how to recognise in the People of God entrusted to you the signs of Christ’s presence… the world and the Church need priests, holy priests.”

Lastly the Holy Father addressed the representatives of new Church Movements: “My prayer is that you will grow ever more numerous so as to serve the cause of the Kingdom of God in today’s world. Believe in the grace of God which accompanies you and bring it into the living fabric of the Church, especially in places the priest or religious cannot reach. The movements you belong to are many. You are nourished by different schools of spirituality recognised by the Church. Draw upon the wisdom of the saints, have recourse to the heritage they have left us. Form your minds and your hearts on the works of the great masters and witnesses of the faith, knowing that the schools of spirituality must not be a treasure locked up in convents or libraries. The Gospel wisdom, contained in the writings of the great saints and attested to in their lives, must be brought in a mature way, not childishly or aggressively, to the world of culture and work, to the world of the media and politics, to the world of family and social life..” (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 27/5/2006 – righe 38, parole 569)  

See the Pope’s homily in Polish, Italian and English http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/pontefici/pontefice.php?id=530
26 May 2006 – Address to hundreds of young people gathered in front of the Archbishop’s House in Krakow
VATICAN – “John Paul II despite death, is young in God, and he is with us” Benedict XVI tells young people gathered  at the Archbishop’s House in Krakow: 

Krakow (Agenzia Fides) – On Friday 26 May after meeting Religious, seminarians and representatives of Church Movements at the Shrine of Jasna Góra, Pope Benedict XVI travelled to Krakow to the Archbishop’s House. At 9pm, as was the custom of Pope John Paul II on his apostolic journeys to Poland, Pope Benedict XVI appeared at the window to greet hundreds of young people who had come for his blessing. 

The Pope said to them: “Dear brothers and sisters you have come to greet the Pope as you used to during John Paul II’s visits to Krakow. I thank you for coming and for your warm welcome. I know that on the second day of every month you meet here to remember him and pray he will soon be raised to the honour of the altars. May this prayer assist those charged with the cause and enrich your hearts with many graces. On his last visit to Poland John Paul II said about the passing of time: "There is nothing we can do about, there is only one remedy, the Lord Jesus. «I am the resurrection and the life », means – despite old age, despite death– in God we are young. This is my wish for the young people of Krakow, of Poland and the whole world" (17.08.2002). This was his faith, his firm conviction, his witness. And today despite death he is young in God,  he is with us. He calls us to reinvigorate the grace of the faith, to renew ourselves in the Spirit and "put on the new self created in God's way in righteousness and holiness of truth " (Eph 4, 24). Thank you again for coming to visit me this evening. Take my greetings and blessing back to your families and friends. Thank you!” At the end of his address the Pope imparted his blessing in Latin. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 27/5/2006 – righe 20, parole 321)  

27 May 2006 – Visit to Wadowice

VATICAN - Pope Benedict XVI visits John Paul II’s home town : “Wadowice could not be missing on the pilgrimage I am making in Poland to retrace his footsteps. I wanted to come here to the places where his faith was born and matured”

Krakow (Agenzia Fides) – In the morning of Saturday 27 May Pope Benedict XVI visited Wadowice the home town of Pope John Paul II, going to the Basilica of the Immaculate Conception where Karol Wojtyła was baptised, then to the house where the late Pope was born, which has been made into a museum. At 11am the Holy Father met the people of the town in Rynek Square. “I am filled with emotion in the birthplace of my great Predecessor, the Servant of God John Paul II, in this town of his childhood and young adult life. – said Benedict XVI - . Indeed, I could not leave out Wadowice as I make this pilgrimage in Poland following in his footsteps. I wished to stop precisely here, in the place where his faith began and matured, to pray together with all of you that he may soon be elevated to the glory of the altars.” 

In particular the Pope recalled that when John Paul II spoke about his childhood he often dwelt on the sign of the baptismal font, “which he surrounded with special devotion”, “Here is the profound awareness of divine grace, the unconditional love of God for man, that by means of water and the Holy Spirit places the Catechumen among the multitude of his children, who are redeemed by the Blood of Christ. The way of an authentically Christian life equals faithfulness to the promises of holy Baptism. The watchword of this pilgrimage: "Stand firm in your faith", finds in this place its concrete dimension that can be expressed with the exhortation: "Stand firm in the observance of your baptismal promises”. John Paul Ii used to say that the Basilica of Wadowice, his parish church,, was “a particularly importance place in the development of his spiritual life and priestly vocation – said Benedict XVI - … His love for the Church was born in the parish of Wadowice. In it he experienced the sacramental life, evangelisation and the formation of a mature faith..” Last of all Benedict XVI recalled that the people of Wadowice are very devoted to Our Lady of Perpetual Succour: “In the spirit of this devotion, before this image I wish to give thanks to God for the Pontificate of John Paul II and, like him, I ask that Our Lady watch over the Church which by the will of God has been entrusted to me to guide..”

At the end of his visit to Wadowice, the Pope went to the Marian Shrine of Our Lady of  Kalwaria, dedicated to the Passion of Jesus and the Sorrowful Mother. Addressing the Franciscan community which looks after the Shrine and the faithful present the Pope said: “Following the example of John Paul II, I also turn to you, kindly asking that you pray for me and for all the Church. I would also like to say, as has dear Cardinal Stanislaw, that I hope Divine Providence will soon concede the Beatification and Canonisation of our beloved Pope John Paul II”.

On his way back to Krakow the Pope stopped at the Shrine of Divine Mercy at Łagiewniki, where he prayed at the tomb of Saint Faustina Kowalska.

Inside the Basilica, the Pope addressed 800 sick people waiting to see him: “On this occasion we encounter two mysteries: the mystery of human suffering and the mystery of Divine Mercy. At first sight these two mysteries seem to be opposed to one another. But when we study them more deeply in the light of faith, we find that they are placed in reciprocal harmony through the mystery of the Cross of Christ… Dear friends who are sick, who are marked by suffering in body or soul, you are most closely united to the Cross of Christ, and at the same time, you are the most eloquent witnesses of God’s mercy.… Through you and through your suffering, he bows down towards humanity with love. You who say in silence: "Jesus, I trust in you" teach us that there is no faith more profound, no hope more alive and no love more ardent than the faith, hope and love of a person who in the midst of suffering places himself securely in God’s hands. May the human hands of those who care for you in the name of mercy be an extension of the open hands of God.”. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 29/5/2006 – righe 45, parole 678)  

See address in Rynek Square in Wadowice, 
http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/pontefici/pontefice.php?id=534
See address at Kalwaria Zebrzydowska Shrine
http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/pontefici/pontefice.php?id=535
See address at the Shrine of Divine Mercy http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/pontefici/pontefice.php?id=536
27 May 2006 – Meeting with Polish Youth at Blonie Park 
VATICAN - The Pope addresses Polish youth: “My friends, do not be afraid to lean on Christ! Long for Christ, as the foundation of your life! Enkindle within you the desire to build your life on him and for him!”

Krakow (Agenzia Fides) – In the afternoon of Friday 27 May Pope Benedict XVI went to Wawel Cathedral and then Błonie Park for a meeting with Polish youth. After being welcomed by Cardinal Stanisław Dziwisz, and listening to testimony from a few of the estimated 600,000 young people gathered in the park the Pope gave his address based on the Gospel passage about the house built on rock.

“My friends, in the heart of every man there is the desire for a house. Even more so in the young person’s heart there is a great longing for a proper house, a stable house, one to which he can not only return with joy, but where every guest who arrives can be joyfully welcomed – Pope Benedict XVI said  -. Do not be afraid of this desire! Do not run away from this desire! Do not be discouraged at the sight of crumbling houses, frustrated desires and faded longings.”

“How do we build this house?"?” the Pope asked. “Building on the rock means first of all building on Christ and with Christ  … it means building on a foundation that is called ‘crucified love’”. It means building with Someone for whom we are important, who is always faithful and who tends to the wounded heart of man … “Building on Christy means founding on his will all our desires, expectations, dreams, ambitions and plans”… “My friends, do not be afraid to lean on Christ! Long for Christ, as the foundation of your life! Enkindle within you the desire to build your life on him and for him!”

“To build on the rock means to build on Christ and with Christ, who is the rock.”, the Pope said. “On the road of life we may sometimes not be aware of Jesus’ presence. However, it is really this presence, living and true, in the work of creation, in the Word of God and in the Eucharist, in the community of believers and in every man redeemed by the precious Blood of Christ, which is the inexhaustible source of human strength”… “Building on the rock also means building on Someone who was rejected.… The undeniable fact of the election of Jesus by God does not conceal the mystery of evil, whereby man is able to reject Him who has loved to the very end.. This rejection of Jesus by man, … extends throughout human history, even to our own time.”

“Building on the rock means being aware that there will be misfortunes.… Christ does not promise that a downpour will never inundate a house under construction,... To have built on rock means being able to count on the knowledge that at difficult times there is a reliable force upon which you can trust.… It is foolish, in fact, to build on sand, when you can do so on rock and therefore have a house that is capable of withstanding every storm… Maybe it is easier to base one’s life on the shifting sands of one’s own worldview, building a future far from the word of Jesus and sometimes even opposed to it. Be assured that he who builds in this way is not prudent, because he wants to convince himself and others that in his life no storm will rage and no wave will strike his house.” 

“Building on rock also means building on Peter and with Peter... If Christ, the Rock, the living and precious stone, calls his Apostle "rock", it means that he wants Peter, and together with him the entire Church, to be a visible sign of the one Saviour and Lord. Here, in Kraków, the beloved city of my Predecessor John Paul II, no one is astonished by the words "to build with Peter and on Peter". For this reason I say to you: do not be afraid to build your life on the Church and with the Church.! You are all proud of the love you have for Peter and for the Church entrusted to him. Do not be fooled by those who want to play Christ against the Church.! … do not forget that neither that Peter who is watching our gathering from the window of God the Father, nor this Peter who is now standing in front of you, nor any successive Peter will ever be opposed to you or the building of a lasting house on the rock. Indeed, he will offer his heart and his hands to help you construct a life on Christ and with Christ.”

The Holy Father ended his address with these words: “You are all witnesses to hope, to that hope which is not afraid to build the house of one’s own life because it is certain that it can count on the foundation that will never crumble: Jesus Christ our Lord..” At the end the Pope blessed a foundation stone for John Paul II Centre and he consigned the Flame of Mercy to the young people entrusting them with the mission to evangelise the world. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 29/5/2006 – righe 50, parole 780)  

See the Pope’s address to Polish Youth

http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/pontefici/pontefice.php?id=537
27 May 2006 – Concelebration of Mass at Blonie Park
VATICAN - In Krakow Pope Benedict XVI celebrates Mass in Blonie Park: “Here I wish to ask God to preserve that legacy of faith, hope and charity which John Paul II gave to the world, and to you in particular.”

Krakow (Agenzia Fides) – On Sunday 28 May Pope Benedict XVI presided a solemn Mass for the Feast of the Ascension at Błonie Park in Krakow. Concelebrates included Polish cardinals and bishops, cardinal and bishop guests and the cardinals and bishops of his entourage. Explaining the meaning of the Angel’s questions recorded in the Acts of the Apostles: Men of Galilee  why do you stand looking up to heaven?" – the Pope said “the answer to this questions contains the fundamental truth about human life and destiny”. “But for us, at a distance of two thousand years, the meaning of that event is quite clear. Here on earth, we are called to look up to heaven, to turn our minds and hearts to the inexpressible mystery of God. We are called to look towards this divine reality, to which we have been directed from our creation. For there we find life’s ultimate meaning..”

“I am deeply moved to be able to celebrate this Eucharist today in Błonie Park in Kraków, where Pope John Paul II often celebrated Mass during his unforgettable Apostolic Visits to his native land.” Pope Benedict said in his homily: “Kraków, the city of Karol Wojtyła and of John Paul II, is also my Kraków! Kraków has a special place in the hearts of countless Christians throughout the world who know that John Paul II came to the Vatican Hill from this city, from Wawel Hill, "from a far country", which thus became a country dear to all.”. Then the Holy Father said he had come to Poland “I felt a deep need to visit Poland and Kraków as a pilgrim in the footsteps of my predecessor. I wanted to breathe the air of his homeland. I wanted to see the land where he was born, where he grew up and undertook his tireless service to Christ and the universal Church. I wanted especially to meet the living men and women of his country, to experience your faith, which gave him life and strength, and to know that you continue firm in that faith. Here I wish to ask God to preserve that legacy of faith, hope and charity which John Paul II gave to the world, and to you in particular..”

Referring to the theme of his apostolic Visit, "Stand firm in your faith!", and Jesus’ promise to send the Holy Spirit, Pope Benedict XVI said: “When Karol Wojtyła was elected to the See of Peter in order to serve the universal Church, your land became a place of special witness to faith in Jesus Christ. You were called to give this witness before the whole world. This vocation of yours is always needed, and it is perhaps even more urgent than ever, now that the Servant of God has passed from this life. Do not deprive the world of this witness!!... I too Benedict XVI, Successor of John Paul II, ask you to look from earth towards heaven– to lift your eyes to the One to whom succeeding generations have looked for two thousand years, and in whom they have discovered life’s ultimate meaning. Strengthened by faith in God, devote yourselves fervently to consolidating his Kingdom on earth, a Kingdom of goodness, justice, solidarity and mercy. I ask you to bear courageous witness to the Gospel before today’s world, bringing hope to the poor, the suffering, the lost and abandoned, the desperate and those yearning for freedom, truth and peace. By doing good to your neighbour and showing your concern for the common good, you bear witness that God is love. ask you, finally, to share with the other peoples of Europe and the world the treasure of your faith...”

At the end of the Mass introducing the midday Regina caeli, prayer  Pope Benedict XVI greeted once again “the people of Kraków and the many visitors from all over Poland who have taken part in this celebration of Mass. I entrust all of you to the Mother of the Redeemer, and I ask her to guide you in your faith. I thank you for your presence here and for the witness of your faith.”. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 29/5/2006 – righe 42, parole 637)  

See homily
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See Regina Caeli address
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28 May 2006 – Address at Auschwitz-Birkenau Concentration Camp
VATICAN - From Auschwitz-Birkenau Concentration Camp the Pope implores “the grace of reconciliation”: first of all from God, who alone can open and purify our hearts, from the men and women who suffered here, and finally the grace of reconciliation for all those who, at this hour of our history, are suffering in new ways from the power of hatred and the violence which hatred spawns.

Auschwitz (Agenzia Fides) – In the afternoon of Sunday 28 May the Pope visited Auschwitz-Birkenau concentration camp, the last lap of his Apostolic Visit to Poland. The Pope prayed at the Wall of Death, spoke with former prisoners and visited the death cell of Saint Maximilian Kolbe. He then went by car to the Centre for Dialogue and Prayer built not far from the camp site and then on to Birkenau Camp. Pope Benedict XVI stopped in silence in front of the 22 plaques in different languages commemorating those who died there. After prayers were said for those who died, the Pope delivered an address of which we give excerpts.

“To speak in this place of horror, in this place where unprecedented mass crimes were committed against God and man, is almost impossible - and it is particularly difficult and troubling for a Christian, for a Pope from Germany. In a place like this, words fail; in the end, there can only be a dread silence - a silence which is itself a heartfelt cry to God: Why, Lord, did you remain silent? How could you tolerate all this? In silence, then, we bow our heads before the endless line of those who suffered and were put to death here; yet our silence becomes in turn a plea for forgiveness and reconciliation, a plea to the living God never to let this happen again..”

“Pope John Paul II came here as a son of the Polish people. I come here today as a son of the German people. For this very reason, I can and must echo his words: I could not fail to come here. I had to come. It is a duty before the truth and the just due of all who suffered here, a duty before God, for me to come here as the successor of Pope John Paul II and as a son of the German people - a son of that people over which a ring of criminals rose to power by false promises of future greatness and the recovery of the nation’s honour, prominence and prosperity, but also through terror and intimidation, with the result that our people was used and abused as an instrument of their thirst for destruction and power. Yes, I could not fail to come here..” 

“This is the same reason why I have come here today: to implore the grace of reconciliation - first of all from God, who alone can open and purify our hearts, from the men and women who suffered here, and finally the grace of reconciliation for all those who, at this hour of our history, are suffering in new ways from the power of hatred and the violence which hatred spawns..”

“How many questions arise in this place! Constantly the question comes up: Where was God in those days? Why was he silent?… We cannot peer into God’s mysterious plan - we see only piecemeal, and we would be wrong to set ourselves up as judges of God and history. Then we would not be defending man, but only contributing to his downfall. No - when all is said and done, we must continue to cry out humbly yet insistently to God: Rouse yourself! Do not forget mankind, your creature! And our cry to God must also be a cry that pierces our very heart, a cry that awakens within us God’s hidden presence - so that his power, the power he has planted in our hearts, will not be buried or choked within us by the mire of selfishness, pusillanimity, indifference or opportunism. Let us cry out to God, with all our hearts, at the present hour, when new misfortunes befall us, when all the forces of darkness seem to issue anew from human hearts: whether it is the abuse of God’s name as a means of justifying senseless violence against innocent persons, or the cynicism which refuses to acknowledge God and ridicules faith in him.” 

“The place where we are standing is a place of memory. The past is never simply the past. It always has something to say to us; it tells us the paths to take and the paths not to take.… Yes, behind these inscriptions is hidden the fate of countless human beings. They jar our memory, they touch our hearts. They have no desire to instil hatred in us: instead, they show us the terrifying effect of hatred. Their desire is to help our reason to see evil as evil and to reject it; their desire is to enkindle in us the courage to do good and to resist evil.”. 

“By God’s grace, together with the purification of memory demanded by this place of horror, a number of initiatives have sprung up with the aim of imposing a limit upon evil and confirming goodness… So there is hope that this place of horror will gradually become a place for constructive thinking, and that remembrance will foster resistance to evil and the triumph of love.”

The Pope then left Birkenau camp and went to Kraków/Balice airport for the farewell ceremony before his departure for Rome. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 29/5/2006 – righe 56, parole 853)  

See the Pope’s address at Auschwitz-Birkenau concentration camp
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31 May 2006  - Message to World Congress of New Church Movements and Communities 

VATICAN - “Carry the light of Christ to every social and cultural environment in which you live…illuminate the darkness of a world bewildered by the contradictory messages of ideologies!”: Pope Benedict XVI Message to World Congress of New Church Movements and Communities 

Vatican City (Fides Service) – “As we look forward to the meeting on Saturday June 3 in St Peter’s Square with the members of more than 100 new Church movements and communities, I am happy to offer you, the representatives of these ecclesial realities gathered at Rocca di Papa for a World Congress, a warm greeting with the words of St Paul: «May the God of hope fill you with joy and peace in the faith that you may have abundant hope by virtue of the Holy Spirit » (Rom 15,13).” This is the opening passage of a message addressed by Pope Benedict XVI to participants at the 2nd World Congress for new Church Movements and Communities. The message was read at the beginning of the Congress by Bishop Josef Clemens, secretary of the Pontifical Council for the Laity.

Pope Benedict XVI then refers to his intervention as Prefect of the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith at the 1st World Congress for Movements in  1998, and to the words of John Paul II who said Church Movements were “signs of hope for the good of the Church and humanity”. Then Benedict XVI urged them to reflect “on that which essentially characterises the Christian event: in this event we are met by the One who in flesh and blood, visibly, historically, brought the glory of God to earth”.

In an epoch when human reason is seriously threatened by relativism and nihilism, the Pope observes  “Christ renders himself present in the human heart, drawing it to himself. It is thanks to this extraordinary attraction that reason is rescued from its torpor and opened to the Mystery”. This has put “many people in ‘movement’. Through the founders and leaders of your Movements and Communities you saw the face of Christ with singular luminosity and you set out. Still today Christ makes heard in many hearts the call “come and follow me” which can decide their destiny. This usually happens through the testimony of someone who has had a personal experience of the presence of Christ”. 

The Holy Father’s Message continues with a recommendation with regard to Movements: “make sure they are always, schools of communion, societies on the move in which the members learn to live within the great family of his disciples in the truth and love revealed and communicated to us by Christ through the testimony of the Apostles”. And he makes an appeal: “Carry the light of Christ to every social and cultural environment in which you live…illuminate the darkness of a world bewildered by the contradictory messages of ideologies! Beauty is worthless if it is without a truth to recognise and follow, if love lapses into passing sentiment, if happiness becomes an elusive mirage, if freedom degenerates into instinct… Carry to this troubled world the testimony of the freedom with which Christ has freed us. The extraordinary fusion of love for God and love for neighbour renders life beautiful and causes the desert in which we often fund ourselves to flourish”.

In the last part of his message the Pope says that new Movements and Communities “are today a luminous sign of the beauty of Christ and the Church his Bride”. He thanks them for their activity in mission, in formation for Christian families, in promoting vocations and for the readiness with which they welcome the directions of the Successor of Peter and the Bishops of the local Churches. “I rely on your prompt obedience– the Pope said XVI -. Above and beyond the affirmation of the right to one’s own existence, the building up of the Body of Christ must always prevail with unquestionable priority. Problems must be faced by Movements with sentiments of profound communion, in a spirit of unity with the Bishops”. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 1/6/2006 righe 44, parole 625) 

See the Pope’s message
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31 May 2006 – General Audience
VATICAN - The Pope tells visitors at the General Audience about his visit to Poland: “May men and women once again recognise that God is the Father of all and he calls all of us to build together a world of justice, truth and peace!” – Appeal for reconciliation in East Timor 

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) – At the general audience on Wednesday 31 May, Pope Benedict XVI retraced the principal laps of his recent apostolic visit to Poland. First of all he thanked the Polish Bishops, the President and the various authorities, and all who helped to organise the visit. “Above all I want to say thank you to the Catholics and all the people of Poland whom I felt embraced me with human and spiritual warmth” the Holy Father said. The first engagement was a meeting with the clergy in Warsaw’s cathedral followed by a meeting in the Lutheran Holy Trinity Church with representatives of different Churches and Communions living in Poland: “I reaffirmed my commitment to consider the rebuilding of full and visible unity among Christians a priority in my ministry” the Pope said. A solemn Mass was celebrated in a packed central Pilsudski Square “a place which has acquired symbolic value after hosting memorable events such as Masses celebrated by John Paul II and the mass for the funeral of Cardinal Primate Stefan Wyszynski, as well as the crowded masses in the days following the death of my venerated  Predecessor”.


Pope Benedict XVI then spoke about the visits to shrines which marked the life of the priest and bishop Karol Wojtyla. To religious, seminarians and representatives of Church movements gathered at Czestochowa “I re-proposed the faith as a fundamental attitude of the spirit rather than simply something intellectual or sentimental”. Visiting then the beautiful shrine of Kalwaria Zebrzydowska not far from Krakow, “I asked the Our Lady Mother of Sorrows to sustain the faith of ecclesial communities at times of difficulty and trial”. Last of all at the visit to the shrine of Divine Mercy, “was an opportunity to emphasise that only Divine Mercy illuminates the mystery of man”. 


Pope Benedict XVI then recalled the “wonderful experience” at the meeting with Polish young people in Krakow: “to that vast crowd of young people I symbolically consigned the “flame of mercy” that they may be for the world heralds of Divine Love and Mercy. With them I meditated on the Gospel passage about the house built on rock”. “Stand firm in your faith! This was the task I set the sons and daughters of beloved Poland  – said the Pope -, encouraging them to persevere in fidelity to Christ and to the Church so that Europe and the world will not be without their witness to the Gospel. All Christians must realise their duty to give this witness in order to prevent the third millennium from knowing again such horrors as those tragically evoked by the Auschwitz-Birkenau concentration camp. Precisely in that place sadly known all over the world I wanted to stop a moment before returning to Rome. In Auschwitz-Birkenau camp and in other similar camps,  Hitler ordered the extermination of more than six million Jews. At Auschwitz-Birkenau about 150,000 Poles and tens of thousands of men and women of other nationalities were put to death. To the horror of Auschwitz the only response is the Cross of Christ: Love which goes to the depths of the abyss of evil to save humanity at the root, there where human freedom may rebel against God. May humanity today not forget Auschwitz and those other "factories of death" where the Nazi regime attempted to eliminate God in order to take his place! May it not give in to racial hatred which is at the origin of the worst forms of anti-Semitism! May men and women once again recognise that God is the Father of all and he calls all of us to build together a world of justice, truth and peace!”

After greeting visitors in various languages the Pope made an appeal for East Timor: “My thoughts go now to the beloved nation of East Timor at present in the grip of tension and violence, which have caused death and destruction. As I encourage the local Church and Catholic organisations to continue, with other international organisations, to assist the homeless, I ask you all to pray to the Blessed Virgin Mary that with her maternal protection she may sustain the efforts of  all who are helping to restore calm in hearts and bring the country back to normality”. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 1/6/2006, righe 40, parole 709) 
See the Pope’ address
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VERBA PONTIFICIS

Ecumenism
“What unites us here today is our desire to meet one another, and to give glory and honour to our Lord Jesus Christ in our common prayer: “to him who loves us and has freed us from our sins by his blood and made us a kingdom, priests to his God and Father” (Rev 1:5-6). We are grateful to our Lord, because he gathers us together, he grants us his Spirit and he enables us – over and above what still separates us – to cry out “Abba, Father”. We are convinced that it is he himself who intercedes unceasingly in our favour, pleading for us: “May they become perfectly one, so that the world may know that you have sent me and have loved them even as you have loved me” (Jn 17:23). Together with you I give thanks for the gift of this encounter of common prayer. I see it as a stage in the implementation of the firm purpose that I made at the beginning of my Pontificate, to consider a priority in my ministry the restoration of full visible unity among Christians. My beloved Predecessor, the Servant of God John Paul II, stated clearly when he visited this Church of the Most Holy Trinity in 1991: “However much we dedicate ourselves to work for unity, it always remains a gift of the Holy Spirit. We will be available to receive this gift to the extent that we open our minds and hearts to him through the Christian life and above all through prayer.” In fact, it is impossible for us to “make” unity through our own powers alone. As I recalled during last year’s ecumenical encounter in Cologne: “We can only obtain unity as a gift of the Holy Spirit.” For this reason, our ecumenical aspirations must be steeped in prayer, in mutual forgiveness and in the holiness of life of each of us. I express my satisfaction at the fact that here in Poland, the Polish Council for Ecumenism and the Roman Catholic Church have launched numerous initiatives in this area.”. (25 May 2006 - Meeting with Ecumenical Council of Poland and representatives of other Christian communions ) 
“We note much progress in the field of ecumenism and yet we always await something more. Allow me to draw attention to two questions for today, in somewhat greater detail. The first concerns the charitable service of the Churches. There are many brothers and sisters who expect from us the gift of love, of trust, of witness, of spiritual and concrete material help. I referred to this problem in my first Encyclical Deus Caritas Est, in which I said: “Love of neighbour, grounded in the love of God, is first and foremost a responsibility for each individual member of the faithful, but it is also a responsibility for the entire ecclesial community at every level: from the local community to the particular Church and to the Church universal in its entirety. As a community, the Church must practise love” (no. 20). We cannot forget the essential idea that from the outset constituted the very firm foundation for the disciples’ unity: “within the community of believers there can never be room for a poverty that denies anyone what is needed for a dignified life” (ibid.). This idea is always current, even if in the course of the centuries the forms of fraternal aid have changed; accepting contemporary charitable challenges depends in large measure on our mutual co-operation. I rejoice that this problem finds a vast resonance in the world in the form of numerous ecumenical initiatives. I note with appreciation that in the community of the Catholic Church and in other Churches and Ecclesial Communities, various new forms of charitable activity have spread and old ones have reappeared with renewed vigour. They are forms which often combine evangelisation and works of charity (cf. ibid., 30b). It seems that, despite all the differences that need to be overcome in the sphere of interdenominational dialogue, it is legitimate to attribute charitable engagement to the ecumenical community of Christ’s disciples in search of full unity. We can all enter into co-operation in favour of the needy, exploiting this network of reciprocal relations, the fruit of dialogue between ourselves and of joint action. In the spirit of the gospel commandment we must assume this devoted solicitude towards those in need, whoever they may be. In this regard, I wrote in my Encyclical that: “the building of a better world requires Christians to speak with a united voice in working to inculcate ‘respect for the rights and needs of everyone, especially the poor, the lowly and the defenceless’” (no. 30b). To all those who are taking part in our encounter today I express the wish that the practice of fraternal caritas will bring us ever closer to one another and will render our witness in favour of Christ more credible before the world.” (25 May 2006 - Meeting with Ecumenical Council of Poland and representatives of other Christian communions)
Faith
Yet living one’s personal faith as a love-relationship with Christ also means being ready to renounce everything that constitutes a denial of his love.  That is why Jesus said to the Apostles:  “If you love me, you will keep my commandments.”  But what are Christ’s commandments?  When the Lord Jesus was teaching the crowds, he did not fail to confirm the law which the Creator had inscribed on men’s hearts and had then formulated on the tablets of the Decalogue.  “Think not that I have come to abolish the law and the prophets;  I have come not to abolish them but to fulfil them.  For truly, I say to you, till heaven and earth pass away, not an iota, not a dot, will pass from the law until all is accomplished” (Mt 5:17-18).  But Jesus showed us with a new clarity the unifying centre of the divine laws revealed on Sinai, namely love of God and love of neighbour:  “To love [God] with all the heart, and with all the understanding, and with all the strength, and to love one’s neighbour as oneself, is much more than all whole burnt offerings and sacrifices” (Mk 12:33).  Indeed, in his life and in his Paschal Mystery Jesus brought the entire law to completion.  Uniting himself with us through the gift of the Holy Spirit, he carries with us and in us the “yoke” of the law, which thereby becomes a “light burden” (Mt 11:30).  In this spirit, Jesus formulated his list of the inner qualities of those who seek to live their faith deeply:  Blessed are the poor in spirit, those who weep, the meek, those who hunger and thirst for justice, the merciful, the pure in heart, the peacemakers, those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake ... (cf. Mt 5:3-12).… (cfr Mt 5,3-12)”. (26 May 2006 – Mass in Pilsudski Square Warsaw) 
Marriage and Family
“The first element concerns the fact that marriage and the family are rooted in the inmost nucleus of the truth about man and his destiny. Sacred Scripture reveals that the vocation to love is part of the authentic image of God which the Creator has desired to impress upon his creature, calling them to resemble him precisely to the extent in which they are open to love. Consequently, the sexual difference that distinguishes the male from the female body is not a mere biological factor but has a far deeper significance. It expresses that form of love with which man and woman, by becoming one flesh, as Sacred Scripture says, can achieve an authentic communion of people open to the transmission of life and who thus cooperate with God in the procreation of new human beings.  A second element marks the newness of John Paul II's teaching on human love:  his original way of interpreting God's plan precisely in the convergence of divine revelation with the human experience. Indeed, in Christ, fullness of the revelation of the Father's love, is also expressed the full truth of the human vocation to love that can only be found completely in the sincere gift of self”. (11 May 2006 –Audience ai partecipanti al Congresso Internazionale promosso dal Pontificio Istituto Giovanni Paolo II per Studi su Matrimonio e Famiglia della Pontificia Università Lateranense, sul tema: " The legacy of John Paul II on marriage and family:  loving human love".) 
“The family, founded on marriage, is the "patrimony of humanity", a fundamental social institution; it is the vital cell and pillar of society and this concerns believers and non-believers alike. It is a reality that all States must hold in the highest regard because, as John Paul II liked to repeat, "the future of humanity passes by way of the family" (Familiaris Consortio, n. 86). In the Christian vision, moreover, marriage, which Christ raised to the most exalted dignity of a sacrament, confers greater splendour and depth on the conjugal bond and more powerfully binds the spouses who, blessed by the Lord of the Covenant, promise each other faithfulness until death in love that is open to life. For them, the Lord is the centre and heart of the family. He accompanies them in their union and sustains them in their mission to raise children to maturity. In this way the Christian family not only cooperates with God in generating natural life, but also in cultivating the seeds of divine life given in Baptism. These are the well-known principles of the Christian view of marriage and the family. I recalled them once again last Thursday, when I spoke to the members of the John Paul II Institute for Studies on Marriage and the Family. ”. (13 May 2006 –Audience alla Plenaria del Pontificio Consiglio per la famiglia.) 
“Vast areas of the world are suffering from the so-called "demographic winter", with the consequent gradual ageing of the population. Families sometimes seem ensnared by the fear of life and of parenthood. It is necessary to restore their trust, so that they can continue to carry out their noble mission of procreation in love. I am grateful to your Pontifical Council because at various continental and national meetings, it seeks to enter into dialogue with those who have political and legislative responsibility in this regard, as it also strives to set up a vast network of conversations with Bishops, offering the local Churches the opportunity of courses for those with pastoral responsibilities. Next, I take this opportunity to repeat my invitation to all the diocesan communities to take part with their delegations in the Fifth World Meeting of Families that will take place next July in Valencia, Spain, and in which, please God, I will have the joy of participating”. (13 May 2006 –Audience to plenary of Pontifical Council for the Family .) 
Most Holy Mary
“In the month of May an increasing number of people come here as pilgrims from the parishes of Rome and also from many other districts, to pray and to enjoy the beauty and restful tranquillity of these places. From here, from this Shrine of Divine Love, we therefore expect powerful help and spiritual support for the Diocese of Rome, for myself, its Bishop, and for the other Bishops my collaborators, for the priests, for families, for vocations, for the poor, the suffering and the sick, for the children and for the elderly, for the entire beloved Italian Nation. We are expecting in particular the inner energy to fulfil the vow made by the Roman People on 4 June 1944, when they solemnly asked Our Lady of Divine Love that this City be preserved from the horrors of war, and they were heard:  the vow and the promise, that is, to correct and improve one's own moral conduct to bring it more into line with that of the Lord Jesus. Today too, there is a need to convert to God, to God who is Love, so that the world may be freed from war and terrorism. We are unfortunately reminded of this by the victims, such as the service men who fell last Thursday in Nassiriya in Iraq, whom we entrust to the motherly intercession of Mary, Queen of Peace.”. (1 May 2006 - Visita alla Madonna del Divino Amore) 
Poland
“All Christians must feel committed to bearing this witness in order to prevent humanity of the third millennium from once again experiencing horrors similar to those tragically called to mind by the extermination camp of Auschwitz-Birkenau. It was precisely in that place, sadly famous throughout the world, that I chose to stop before returning to Rome. Hitler had more than 6 million Jews exterminated in the camp of Auschwitz-Birkenau and in other similar camps. About 150,000 Poles and tens of thousands of men and women of other nationalities died at Auschwitz-Birkenau. In the face of the horror of Auschwitz there is no other response than the Cross of Christ:  Love descended to the very depths of the abyss of evil to save man in his core, where human freedom can rebel against God. May contemporary humanity never forget Auschwitz or the other "death factories" where the Nazi regime attempted to eliminate God in order to replace him! May it not succumb to the temptation of racial hatred which is at the root of the worst forms of anti-Semitism! May people recognize once again that God is the Father of all and calls us all, in Christ, to build a world of justice, truth and peace together! Let us ask this of the Lord through the intercession of Mary, whom today, as we end the month of May, we contemplate in her zealous and loving visit to Elizabeth, her elderly relative”. (31 May 2006 – General Audience) 
Pontifical Mission Societies 
“Dear friends of the Pontifical Mission Societies, thanks also to the missionary animation you carry out in parishes and Dioceses, prayers and material support for the missions are today regarded as an integral part of every Christian's life. Just as the early Church sent the "aid" collected in Macedonia and Achaia to Jerusalem for the Christians of that Church (cf. Rom 15: 25-27), so today a responsible spirit of sharing and communion involves the faithful of every community in supporting the needs of the mission lands. Your Statutes, highlighting that the mission, God's work in history, is not a mere instrument but an event that puts everyone at the disposal of the Gospel and of the Spirit (cf. art. 1), encourage you to work to enable Christians to grow in the knowledge that missionary commitment involves them in the spiritual dynamic of Baptism, gathering them together in communion around Christ to participate in his mission (cf. ibid.). This intense missionary dynamic that involves Ecclesial Communities and individual members of the faithful has developed in recent years into a promising missionary cooperation. 
You are important witnesses of it, because everywhere you help to nourish that universal missionary spirit which was the badge of your birth as Mission Societies and has been the strength of your development. Continue to carry out this precious service to the Ecclesial Communities, encouraging their reciprocal cooperation. Harmony of intentions and the hoped-for unity of evangelising action grow to the extent that the reference of every activity is God who is Love and the pierced Heart of Christ in which this love is supremely expressed (cf. Deus Caritas Est, n. 12). In this way, dear friends, none of your actions will ever be reduced to mere organisational efficiency or linked to individual interests of any kind, but will always be revealed as a manifestation of divine Love. Moreover, the fact that you come from different Dioceses makes it even clearer that the Pontifical Mission Societies, "Although they are the Societies of the Pope... belong to all the Bishops and to the entire People of God" (Cooperatio Missionalis, n. 4)”. (8 May 2006 –Audience to annual general assembly of the Pontifical Mission Societies  ) 
Priests
“Let us now take a closer look at the three fundamental affirmations of Jesus on the good shepherd. The first one, which very forcefully pervades the whole discourse on shepherds, says:  the shepherd lays down his life for the sheep. The mystery of the Cross is at the centre of Jesus' service as a shepherd:  it is the great service that he renders to all of us. He gives himself and not only in a distant past. In the Holy Eucharist he does so every day, he gives himself through our hands, he gives himself to us. For this good reason the Holy Eucharist, in which the sacrifice of Jesus on the Cross remains continually present, truly present among us, is rightly at the centre of priestly life. And with this as our starting point, we also learn what celebrating the Eucharist properly means:  it is an encounter with the Lord, who strips himself of his divine glory for our sake, allows himself be humiliated to the point of death on the Cross and thus gives himself to each one of us. The daily Eucharist is very important for the priest. In it he exposes himself ever anew to this mystery; ever anew he puts himself in God's hands, experiencing at the same time the joy of knowing that He is present, receives me, ever anew raises and supports me, gives me his hand, himself. The Eucharist must become for us a school of life in which we learn to give our lives. Life is not only given at the moment of death and not only in the manner of martyrdom. We must give it day by day. Day after day it is necessary to learn that I do not possess my life for myself. Day by day I must learn to abandon myself; to keep myself available for whatever he, the Lord, needs of me at a given moment, even if other things seem more appealing and more important to me:  it means giving life, not taking it. It is in this very way that we experience freedom:  freedom from ourselves, the vastness of being. In this very way, by being useful, in being a person whom the world needs, our life becomes important and beautiful. Only those who give up their own life find it.  ”. (7 May 2006 – Holy Mass in St Peter’s with ordination of 15 new priests for Rome diocese ) 
“This year the theme of the World Day of Prayer for Vocations is:  Vocation in the mystery of the Church. In the Message that I addressed to the entire Ecclesial Community for this event, I recalled the experience of the first disciples of Jesus, who, after meeting him by the lake and in the villages of Galilee, were won over by his appeal and his love. The Christian vocation is always a renewal of this personal friendship with Jesus Christ, which gives full meaning to our lives and makes us open to the Kingdom of God. The Church lives on this friendship, nourished by the Word and by the Sacraments, holy realities entrusted especially to the ministry of Bishops, Priests and Deacons, consecrated by the Sacrament of Orders. For this reason - as I stressed in the same Message - the priest's mission is irreplaceable, and even if in some regions a scarcity of clergy is being recorded, we must never doubt that God continues to call boys, young men and adults to leave everything to dedicate themselves totally to preaching the Gospel and to the pastoral ministry. Another special form of the following of Christ is the vocation to the consecrated life, which is expressed in living a poor, chaste and obedient existence totally dedicated to God in contemplation and in prayer and at the service of others, especially the lowly and poor. Moreover, let us not forget that Christian marriage is in all respects a vocation to holiness, and that the example of holy parents is the first favourable condition for the flourishing of priestly and religious vocations. Dear brothers and sisters, let us invoke the intercession of Mary, Mother of the Church, for priests and men and women Religious; let us pray too that the seeds of a vocation that God sows in the hearts of the faithful may reach full maturity and bear fruits of holiness in the Church and in the world”. (7 May 2006 – Regina Caeli) 
Apostolic Succession 
“In this way, succession in the role of Bishop is presented as the continuity of the Apostolic ministry, a guarantee of the permanence of the Apostolic Tradition, word and life, entrusted to us by the Lord. The link between the College of Bishops and the original community of the Apostles is understood above all in the line of historical continuity. As we have seen, first Matthias, then Paul, then Barnabas joined the Twelve, then others, until, in the second and third generations, the Bishop's ministry took shape.  Continuity, therefore, is expressed in this historical chain. And in the continuity of the succession lies the guarantee of the permanence, in the Ecclesial Community, of the Apostolic College that Christ had gathered around him.  This continuity, however, that we see first in the historical continuity of ministries, should also be understood in a spiritual sense, because Apostolic Succession in the ministry is considered a privileged place for the action and transmission of the Holy Spirit.  We find these convictions clearly echoed in the following text, for example, by Irenaeus of Lyons (second half of the second century):  "It is within the power of all... in every Church, who may wish to see the truth, to contemplate clearly the tradition of the Apostles manifested throughout the whole world; and we are in a position to count those who were by the Apostles instituted Bishops in the Churches and... the succession of these men to our own times.... [The Apostles] were desirous that these men, whom also they were leaving behind as their successors, should be very perfect and blameless in all things, delivering up their own place of government to these men; which men, if they discharged their functions honestly, would be a great boon, but if they should fall away, the direst calamity" (Adversus Haereses, III, 3, 1:  PG 7, 848). ). (10 May 2006 – General Audience) 
Tradition
“The Second Vatican Council comments:  "What was handed on by the Apostles comprises everything that serves to make the People of God live their lives in holiness and increase their faith. In this way the Church, in her doctrine, life and worship, perpetuates and transmits to every generation all that she herself is, all that she believes" (Dei Verbum, n. 8). The Church transmits all that she is and believes, she hands it down through worship, life and doctrine. So it is that Tradition is the living Gospel, proclaimed by the Apostles in its integrity on the basis of the fullness of their unique and unrepeatable experience:  through their activity the faith is communicated to others, even down to us, until the end of the world. Tradition, therefore, is the history of the Spirit who acts in the Church's history through the mediation of the Apostles and their successors, in faithful continuity with the experience of the origins. This is what St Clement of Rome said towards the end of the first century: "The Apostles", he wrote, "have preached the Gospel to us from the Lord Jesus Christ; Jesus Christ was sent by God. Christ, therefore, was sent forth by God, and the Apostles by Christ. "Both these appointments, then, were made in an orderly way, according to the will of God.... Our Apostles also knew, through Our Lord Jesus Christ, that there would be strife on account of the episcopal office. "For this reason, therefore, inasmuch as they had obtained a perfect foreknowledge of this, they appointed those [ministers] already mentioned, and afterwards gave instructions that when these should fall asleep, other approved men should succeed them in their ministry" (Ad Corinthios, 42, 44:  PG 1, 292, 296). )”. (3 May 2006 – General Audience) 
INTERVENTUS SUPER QUAESTIONES

PONTIFICAL MISSION SOCIETIES 
Rome – Today May 9 the President of the Pontifical Mission Societies Archbishop Henryk Hoser opened the second part of the Annual General Assembly during which 114 national directors will listen to reports from the 4 General Secretaries of the Pontifical Mission Societies,  Propagation of the Faith, St Peter Apostle, Holy Childhood and the Pontifical Missionary Union and discuss distribution of offerings collected among Catholics all over the world through the national PMS offices to meet requests received from mission territories in the past twelve months.

Archbishop Hoser, who thanked those present for their work of animation, prayer and collection of funds for the missions, encouraged them to make the Assembly an Apostolic Upper Room, a school of spirituality and mission, imitating the attitude of the apostles gathered around Mary in the Upper Room awaiting the Holy Spirit. The president of the PMS, who spoke briefly of the activity of the Pontifical Mission Societies in the past year, urged them to imitate the spirit of Pope Benedict XVI at the beginning of his pontificate: “we are all servants in the Lord’s vineyard. Our work will be useful if we realise we are tools in the Lord’s hands”.

On Monday 8 May the participants concelebrated Mass at the Altar of the Chair in St Peter’s Basilica; the sung Creed was an act of communion between all the local Churches and the See of Peter . A great joy for all was the Audience with Pope Benedict XVI who encouraged the national directors to promote the Pontifical Mission Societies in the whole Church  (see Fides 8/5/2006). In the afternoon the national directors were taken to visit three institutions funded by the Pontifical Mission Society St Peter Apostle: Foyer Paolo VI a centre for student nuns from mission territories (this year 76 Sisters members of 53 different Institutes from 23 different countries who are completing studies at the Pontifical Urban University; Colleges S. Paolo Apostolo and S. Pietro Apostolo where there are 336 student priests from mission territories.

On Saturday 7 May the assembly approved a new Handbook of regulations to replace that of 1964. The text was presented by PMS national director for Ireland Fr. Edward Grimes a member of the ad hoc Commission which worked on the text in recent years. The Handbook is a draft and will be used ad experimentum for three years. It will be published officially when approved by the PMS Supreme Council. Archbishop Hoser said the Manuale was a “practical operative guide for the Pontifical Mission Societies in harmony with the PMS Statutes with regard to their nature and activity”. (G.R.) (Agenzia Fides 9/5/2006 – Righe 32; Parole 449)

Rome – In his report on the activity of the Pontifical Missionary Union in the past year PMU secretary general Fr Vito del Prete, PIME, told the Supreme Council of the Pontifical Mission Societies meeting for its annual assembly in Ciampino (Rome) until Friday 12 May, that the “PMU today must be the driving belt of missionary spirituality and the founding motives that lead communities to engage in missionary activity”. Fr Vito del Prete, a PIME missionary for many years on mission in Bangladesh, was appointed PMU secretary general in October 2005 after serving 4 years as national PMU secretary in Italy.

The new statute of the Pontifical Mission Societies states : “the objective of the PMU is to stimulate missionary formation and awareness among priests, members of Institutes of Consecrated Life and Societies of Apostolic Life, consecrated laity, candidates to priesthood and religious life in all its forms as well as other persons engaged in the pastoral ministry of the Church”. To reach this goal the International Secretariat publishes a magazine Omnis Terra and offers Courses in Missology.

For the Secretary of the PMU the Union is still valid today although, he said, in many countries its identity needs to be deepened. “It falls to the PMS, the PMU especially, to propose and realise evangelisation as an activity which flows from God who is Love and from the pierced heart of Christ. If the clergy and religious miss the appointment with the new awareness of the nature of modern missionary work, the Gospel will make little progress. Therefore it is our duty to re-define our being missionaries in the face of the vast areas of mission of our day and changes in ecclesiological models of which the role of the Missionary Union is part.” Fr del Prete suggested the Assembly might promote celebrations in 2007  to commemorate the 50th anniversary of the Fidei Donum Encyclical. (G.R.) (Agenzia Fides 10/5/2006 – Righe 24; Parole 336)

Rome – The Pontifical Society for the Propagation of the Faith distributed during the General Assembly of the Pontifical Mission Societies PMS which today closes its annual meeting at Ciampino (Rome), the funds collected among Catholics all over the world  on World Mission Sunday 2005, a sum which was slightly smaller compared with 2004. The continent which received the highest number of subsidies was Africa where wars, natural calamities, disease and general poverty, call for assistance from the whole People of God to enable the local Churches to carry forward their work of evangelisation. Africa however is not only a continent which receives aid, it also gives to others despite its poverty. Last year the Mission Collections in Africa amounted to almost 450,000 US dollars.

The second continent to benefit from the charity of the faithful was Asia, the continent with the lowest number of Catholics. Moreover for the rebuilding of  churches, convents, chapels etc., in the 5 countries affected by the December 26, 2004 tsunami, the Pontifical Society for the Propagation of the Faith, together with Caritas Internationalis and the Pontifical Council Cor Unum, sent abundant aid. Special help was given last year for earthquake victims in Pakistan and people affected by floods in Guatemala. South and Central America and Oceania, received numerous subsidies from the Universal Fund of the Pontifical Society for the Propagation of the Faith.

Secretary General of this Society Fr. Fernando Galbiati, PIME, told the PMS Superior Council  that in 2005-2006 the offices in Rome received 5,900 requests for “extraordinary subsidies” for various needs in mission lands: building churches, religious houses, retreat houses, centres for social assistance; printing of biblical and liturgical material, projects for communications (radio, television,…), support for the formation of catechists, etc. Moreover the Society, founded by Pauline Jaricot, distributed a large sum in “ordinary subsidies” to dioceses ‘dependent’ on the Congregation for the Evangelisation of Peoples to help local Bishops meet the needs of their respective Churches which in turn are called to render heroic testimony to the Gospel.

This year the Pontifical Society for the Propagation of the Faith opened a new Collegio San Francesco, to provide formation for catechists from mission territories, and it also supports Mater Ecclesiae, see of a pilot project for the formation and study of the Church’s Social Doctrine for lay Africans selected and sent by their respective Bishops. They may obtain from the Catholic University entrusted with the co-ordination of the courses an MA in Management for Development”. (G.R.) (Agenzia Fides 12/5/2006 – Righe 34; Parole 451)

Rome – The Pontifical Society St Peter Apostle which has the charisma to promote and support the formation of local clergy, during  2005 assigned subsidies for the upkeep of 81.200 seminarians studying at 930 seminaries in missionary territories and provided assistance for 3,603 male Religious novices and 6,431 female Religious novices, according to a report given to the Superior Council of the Pontifical Mission Societies gathered for its annual general assembly by the new general secretary of this Society Mgr Jan Dumon appointed last October who has several years of missionary experience in the Democratic Republic of Congo.

The Society’s Universal Solidarity Fund is the result of offerings from Catholics all over the world collected by National Pontifical Mission Societies offices to assist increasing vocations in the young Churches. Last’s years collection was slightly less than the previous year and so Mgr. Dumon called for more intense diffusion of this Society: “The Society is in the shadows in many countries. Nevertheless it is an excellent means of fostering among the People of God a deep sense of responsibility for its own (future) priests and for those of other local Churches. Aware that teaching and formation are always a priority commitment for a society, a community, and organisation, special attention must be given to produce a more abundant collection. In some countries there is need of an awareness campaign at all levels: among bishops, priests, religious, seminarians and their formators and in all the ecclesial communities”.

A large part of St Peter Apostle’s Universal Solidarity Fund was assigned for “extraordinary subsidies” to build new seminaries, for the upkeep, extension and modernisation of seminaries, (some were built more than 50 years ago 50), and the formation of formators. The Pontifical Society St Peter Apostle founded by Ms Jean Bigard, also supports 2 Colleges in  Rome (San Pietro apostolo and San Paolo apostolo), with 336 resident student priests completing the studies in Rome and Foyer Paolo VI, with 76 resident student Sisters from mission countries studying in Rome at different colleges specialising in various fields. (G.R.) (Agenzia Fides 12/5/2006 – Righe 26; Parole 368)

Rome– The Secretary General of the Pontifical Mission Society Holy Childhood Fr. Patrick Byrne, SVD., was the last of the general secretaries of the four PMS to present to the general assembly which ended on 12 May in Ciampino (Rome) requests from different parts of the world for help for children that little people too may hear the Good News of Jesus. Fr Byrne said he was pleased to announce that compared to the previous year more funds were collected in 2005 and he thanked the national directors because “with this Society’s Universal Fund we are able to alleviate the sufferings of many children”.


The aim of Holy Childhood, with the motto “children helping children”, as the Statute affirms, is  “to assist educators to awaken and gradually develop in both children and adolescents world wide missionary consciousness in order to guide them towards spiritual communion and material sharing of their resources with children of other Churches especially those in difficulty.”


Fr Byrne, in his report on the activity of the Society in the past twelve months said that the general secretariat in Rome received numerous letters of thanks from bishops all over the world: “for example a bishop in South Africa said that in the fight against the AIDS pandemic he had been able to form at least 10 teams of qualified nurses and operators to work in city suburbs and remote villages and that also with our help he had opened a home for children dying of AIDS with no one to care for them. The Church in this particular case is the only sign of help”.


In 2005 Holy Childhood supported 756 aid projects mainly in Africa and Asia in the field of education (helping Catholic schools build and restructure buildings, purchase books, provide school meals etc.); pro-life work (helping hospitals run by Catholic religious, medical assistance in parishes, maternity centres etc ); missionary animation and formation (rooms and material for catechism classes, and meetings for children) and pastoral care for children. Moreover through the Holy Childhood emergency fund, help was sent to Uganda, Grenada, El Salvador and India, affected by natural calamities and various difficulties. (G.R.) (Agenzia Fides 15/5/2006 – Righe 27; Parole 381)

Priests
Beijing – In communion with the universal Church, Catholics in Beijing celebrated Good Shepherd Sunday, May 7, 4th Sunday of Easter as the Day of Prayer for Vocations. Chinese Catholics are deeply aware of the need to pray for vocations. At Holy Saviour parish the parish priest said in his homily: “Parents, friends and all the members of the Catholic community should encourage vocations and pray for them”. A priest involved in the formation of priests for many years said: “Today we also need more people qualified to provide adequate formation for candidates to the priesthood. Usually young Seminarians already have a degree but they need teaching which is enriched, deep and well prepared. The themes of the lessons always go beyond the written text connecting the subject treated with present day situations, concrete, life, concrete pastoral for example the family, marriage, social justice …. Therefore it is right to pray for the vocation of those entrusted to the formation of priests”. According to the Guide to the Catholic Church in China 2004 China has 12 million Catholics,  5,650 men and women religious, over 2,200 priests most of them ordained in the last 12 years. (Agenzia Fides 8/5/2006  Righe: 19, Parole: 242) 

Saints
Vatican City – Two religious will be beatified on May 13 and 14, in separate ceremonies due to be held in Holland and Italy respectively. Servant of God Maria Teresa of St Joseph, nee Anna Maria Tauscher van den Bosch, foundress of the Carmelite Nuns of the Divine Heart of Jesus, will be beatified in Roermond, Netherlands on Saturday, May 13. The Mass will be presided by Cardinal José Saraiva Martins, prefect of the Congregation for the Causes of Saints. On Sunday, 14 May in the Cathedral of Naples Cardinal Saraiva Martins will preside the beatification of Maria della Passione di Nostro Signore Gesù Cristo (Maria Grazia Tarallo) of the Suore Crocifisse Adoratrici dell'Eucaristia.
Servant of God Maria Teresa of St Joseph, nee Anna Maria Tauscher van den Bosch, was born to Lutheran parents in 1855 in Sandow, Brandenburg, which is today part of Poland, and received into the Catholic Church in 1888. In 1891, she founded the Congregation of Carmelite Sisters of the Divine Heart of Jesus. She died in Holland in 1938. 

Servant of God Maria della Passione di Nostro Signore Gesu Cristo, nee Grazia Tarallo born in Barra, Italy in 1866, in 1891 entered the Institute of Crucified Sisters Adorers of the Holy Eucharist. During the last period of her life the Holy Eucharist was her only source of nourishment. She died in 1912. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 10/5/2006; righe 17, parole 217)  
QUAESTIONES

VATICAN - Pontifical Mission Societies: “official organ for missionary cooperation of all the Churches and all Christians”

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) – The Pontifical Mission Societies (PMS)  “rising spontaneously from the People of God as private apostolic initiatives of the laity, they transformed adherence of the faithful to Christ into a lived and shared missionary responsibility. Becoming part of the various local Churches the Societies subsequently assumed a supra-national character and were eventually recognised as pontifical and placed in direct relationship with the Holy See” (Statute, 10). Although the Pontifical Mission Societies are four, founded at different times by different people, they form one institution and have the same principal aim: promote a spirit of universal mission among the People of God. 

  
The Pontifical Society for the Propagation of the Faith was born of the charisma of a young French woman Pauline Marie Jaricot (1799-1862) who lived in Lyons. In 1816, at the age of 17, she left her comfortable family life and founded a spiritual association with young women workers at her father’s factory. Two years later the group decided to focus on prayer and animation for the missions making a small weekly offering "to help spread the Gospel". The aim of the Society is to help the People of God grow in awareness of their world wide missionary vocation and to form Catholics able to combine total docility to the Holy Spirit with universal apostolic commitment. It is also concerned for the specific preparation of mission animators in the local Churches to enable the latter participate more actively in the universal mission. The Society also promotes missionary formation of youth and the missionary dimension of the family. A wonderful and well known fruit of this Society is World Mission Sunday, celebrated every year on the penultimate Sunday in October.    


The aim of the Pontifical Society St Peter Apostle, founded in Caen (France) in 1889 by mademoiselle  Jeanne Bigard (1859-1934) and her mother Stephanie, is to increase awareness of the importance of the apostolic character of mission and the necessity for every Church to form in local spiritual and cultural contexts its own religious personnel in particular ordained ministers. The support offered by the Society is not only financial, it is also rooted in prayer and in life inspired by the faith.


The Pontifical Mission Society of Holy Childhood was born of the charisma of Bishop Charles Auguste Marie de Forbin-Janson (1785-1844) of Nancy, (France) who gave a missionary dimension to devotion to the Child Jesus. On 19 May 1843 the Society was officially formed with the goal of helping Catholic children assist children. The Society also denounces and condemns the causes of many kinds of abuse of children and helps support aid projects in close contact with the local Churches and working with families, parishes and schools.   


The Pontifical Missionary Union, initially the Missionary Union of the Clergy, has the specific goal of evangelising the world by means of direct commitment of those who have received the missionary mandate from Christ like the apostles. The Union was founded by Blessed Paolo Manna (1872-1952) a missionary in Burma forced by bad health to return to Italy where he used his talent for writing to spread the idea that missionary activity is a duty for all Christians and for all consecrated persons. The principal duty of the Union is to increase apostolic zeal among seminarians, priests and men and women religious and through them, the whole people of God. The Union also works to foster missionary vocations and ensure a better distribution of clergy promoting cooperation among Churches. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 3/5/2006 – Righe 42; Parole 570)

VATICAN - WORDS OF DOCTRINE don Nicola Bux and don Salvatore Vitiello - “Obedience of Faith”

Vatican City (Fides Service) – “Obedience of Faith”.  Unity as a gift from heaven to recognise and make visible through full adhesion with personal freedom and Belonging, as a fundamental category of understanding ourselves as an ecclesial body, belonging to something greater, a communion guided to the encounter with the Mystery, open the door to reflection on one of the most fundamental traits of faith: obedience.

No other “word of doctrine” needs to be understood and understood again and again as this; what is needed is a general  “education to obedience”: starting from logical and theological comprehension of its meaning in view of reaching convinced and motivated, personal adherence, existentially effective and visible, to this indispensable Christian attitude.

Although we can consider finally of the past, both for its evil and destabilising effects and for its concrete inapplicability, that pedagogic line which supported  unbridled “spontaneism” in education, preventing not only the imposition but even the proposal of a certain life style, much remains to be done to achieve obedience which is profoundly human, living memory of the identity of ‘I’ as “dependence on the Mystery”, relationship with the One who gives life.

If by obedience, as in present day cultures which promote artificial freedom, we mean renunciation of thinking, supine acceptance of dogma-precepts imposed from outside, certainly this is not and cannot be the Christian concept of obedience. To understand obedience “in faith, of faith, to faith” it is indispensable to start from the Event of the encounter with Christ, “which gives life a new horizon and a decisive direction” (Deus Caritas Est, n.1).

Only through a living relationship with the Risen Christ is it possible to grasp something of the mystery of Christian obedience: the new horizon of significance which the encounter with Christ flings open wide for life, prompts in the human person an unexpected and extraordinary correspondence, a new  horizon, which was nevertheless secretly awaited by the heart which, thanks to this encounter, revives its fundamental existential questions.

Could it be that this correspondence, this extraordinary attraction, this new horizon which the encounter opens for life, brings with it a desire for discipleship which, far from being something imposed from outside, is truly a need of the ‘I’: “Lord where do you live? (Jn 1,38), where it is possible to continue and deepen that correspondence experienced by our heart?  The first two disciples to encounter the Lord, ask: “Where?”, or, what place, what human space holds this Presence? The answer we know well is: the Church. In the Church, divine presence in the world, the living presence of the Risen Lord is enshrined, the Church hands on, makes possible in our day, through the Holy Spirit, the encounter with Christ, a contemporary of every man and woman precisely because he is the Risen One.

Obedience then has nothing to do with extrinsic imposition which mortifies the ‘I’ in its subjective and limited aspirations, obedience is on the contrary a condition for being able to say also in our day: “We have found the Messiah” (Jn 1,41). It is impossible to proclaim Christ to the world without obedience to the Church, this proclamation will remain sterile, ineffective, barren of real fruits of authentic conversion. Obedience does not mortify human freedom, on the contrary it is an “explosion of freedom”, precisely because the ‘I’ realises it is fully dependent on the Other, totally belonging to the communion of the Church.

The first mission of the Apostles, the first mission of every baptised person, is to live “obedience of faith” (Rom 1,5), and because of this obedience to proclaim Christ to all men and women in order to lead them to the same encounter, the same unity, the same belonging and obedience.

Each of us is called to serious discernment in this sense: let us ask ourselves if at times the tragic ineffectiveness of so many pastoral initiatives, (not truly ecclesial) might not be determined by a mock “critical spirit” so concerned with a thousand and one <distinguo>, that in the end it fails to live sincere and full obedience to the Magisterium, the first area in which obedience of faith and belonging to the ecclesial body are proven. The Church’s unity has precisely in communion of opinion, determined by obedience, one of its principle points of visibility. Proof of this is the widespread habit, even at the highest hierarchical levels, to present personal opinions without asking one’s self about the disorientation they may cause among the faithful and the possible harm they would inflict on the ecclesial body. This is stated in the Instruction “On The Ecclesial Vocation of the Theologian” signed by the then Prefect of the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith, Joseph Ratzinger. (Agenzia Fides 4/5/2006 – righe 58, parole 718)

VATICAN – Cardinal Crescenzio Sepe opened the PMS General Assembly: “Our main mission, as National Directors of the Pontifical Mission Societies, is to bend down, like good Samaritans, over our brothers’ necessities, especially over the poor and the needy”

Rome (Fides Agency) - “Our missionary activity is the effort we put in our work to make people know that God is love […]. Dear brothers, this is our main mission as National Directors of the Pontifical Mission Societies: to bend down, like good Samaritans, over our brothers’ necessities, especially over the poor and the needy”. These were the words used by Cardinal Crescenzio Sepe, the Prefect of the Congregation for the Evangelization of Peoples and President of the Supreme Committee of the Pontifical Mission Societies (PMS), in addressing the national Directors of the Pontifical Mission Societies gathered in Rome for the ordinary General Assembly this morning (see Fides 3/5/2006).

In his speech at the opening of the assembly, Cardinal Sepe stressed that during the previous Assembly the updated Statutes of the PMS were signed, after a long and troublesome work: “Today we have a clear and adequate text to face the many problems and challenges rising from the present missionary situation in the world”. Then the Cardinal Prefect described some of the aspects of the Pontifical and Episcopal nature of the PMS, starting with what the Statutes say (nn. 15-28). “We must say, first of all, that the Pontifical nature of the Societies is not solely related to their management. – Cardinal Sepe said – The criterion animating any catholic entity, and therefore the structures relying on it, must essentially be “theological in kind”, as Fr. De Lubac put it in Pluralismo delle Chiese o unità della Chiesa? (Brescia

1973, page 40)”. 

The Pontifical nature of the PMS is therefore “the expression of their specific ecclesial nature: as soon as this aspect started to become clear in their path, the Societies began to enrich their structure, going from an “actuosa partecipatio” of some laypersons to the life of the Church, to diocesan realities approved by the Bishops. Slowly, they became national and supranational associations, until these aspects made their catholic dimension obvious. Then their Pontifical nature was approved, leading them not to evade the diocesan dimensions of their life, but rather accepting these dimensions and developing them further, into a broader catholic dimension”.

Then, speaking of the mutual exchange of gifts within Churches, which characterises the Catholic communion, the Prefect of the Missionary Disaster stressed that “we must make sure that the gifts that the Churches share abolish the superiority of the ones who give and the inferiority of the ones who receive. They must consider account the real needs of the Churches and their lives; they must reflect an authentic hierarchy of ecclesial needs, and not only the management capabilities of a few; they must reach all Churches, without neglecting anyone. In short, it is a matter of discerning what does promote communion and what expresses and maintains differences in terms of economic and political power, which still exist between Churches”. The central structures must therefore “be capable of offering a framework where single initiatives may take place and contribute to a universal mission”.

The new Statutes of the PMS take into account the deep changes that are taking place in societies and cultures today, which require a new approach to problems and mindsets, categories and languages, “calling for the courage to show a little prophecy, to see problems in advance, and be able to grasp some lines of solution together”. Finally, the new Statutes “exhort us to learn how to understand and interpret together today’s missionary reality”. “In this spirit – he continued – all must embark upon a brotherly dialogue, which needs to be seen as a high form of co-responsibility. It is not a matter of cancelling anyone’s legitimate autonomy, but rather of strengthening it, by better exercising the spiritual gift of the consilium: a gift of the Spirit, the consilium makes everyone’s competence come to the service of the common research for God’s will, here and today, in the context of our missionary tasks”. (S.L.) (Fides Agency 4/5/2006 – Lines 44; Words 630)

The Complete text of Cardinal Sepe’s speech in Italian

http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/congregazione/prefetto/prefetto.php?id=110#
VATICAN - “Buddhists and Christians at the service of humanity”: the Message of the Pontifical Council for Interreligious dialogue for the Day of Vesakh 2006

Vatican City (Fides Agency) – The Pontifical Council for Interreligious Dialogue sent a message to the Buddhists for the Day of Vesakh, the most important Buddhist celebration. This year the countries of Theravada tradition will celebrate it on 12 May. The Day of Vesakh commemorates the main events in the life of Buddha. In all countries of Mahayana tradition, the various events of Buddha’s life are celebrated on different days. The most important celebration, though, remains the Day of Vesakh, which remembers the birth of Siddharta Gautama (8 April). 
In its Message, titled “Buddhists and Christians at the service of humanity”, the Pontifical Council for Interreligious Dialogue offers some reflections coming from the first Encyclical of Pope Benedict XVI, Deus caritas est, in order to “strengthen the relationships between our two communities”. “Pope Benedict speaks about two types of love: first eros, the love between a man and a woman, a love which seeks personal satisfaction; then agape, a love which seeks the good of the other, although that person may not be liked or even not known. For Christians this second type of love is only possible if it is grounded in love for God, in response to God's love for human beings.  So love of God and love of one's fellow human beings are inseparable, forming one single commandment. [...] We Christians believe that the perfect manifestation of agape is founded on Jesus Christ, the Son of God made man, who spent his whole life spreading the Good News of God's love in both words and deeds.  The ultimate expression of this love was when Jesus gave his life for the whole of humanity. Moreover Jesus is the source of agape, in particular through the gift of himself in the Eucharist. Drawing from this source, Christians strive to follow in the footsteps of Jesus by showing love for their brothers and sisters, especially for the poor and suffering”. 
The Message highlights the appreciation for the importance Buddhists attribute to loving one’s fellow human beings, expressed in the concept of “metta”, “understood as a love which is willing to sacrifice self-interest for the benefit of humanity”, extending “to the performance of charitable deeds, to the service of one and all”. Finally, it advances the proposal that Buddhists and Christians, starting from their respective religious traditions, rediscover and share the original meaning of the word love, which is so much abused in the world today. The text ends wishing that this Day of Vesakh “may be a time when the friendship between Buddhists and Christians is consolidated and collaboration in the spirit of agape and metta is strengthened”. (S.L.) (Fides Agency 5/5/2006)

The entire text of the message in Italian, English and French

http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/2006/pcdir_040506.html
VATICAN – PMS General Assembly: the National Directors of the Pontifical Mission Societies reflect on the proclamation of the Gospel in a multicultural society

Rome (Fides Agency) – The proclamation of the Gospel in a multicultural society was the theme faced by the 114 National Directors of the Pontifical Mission Societies (PMS), representing as many countries in the world, on the first day of their Yearly General Assembly, which is held in the Congress Centre of Ciampino, close to Rome. The Assembly works started yesterday, on Thursday 4 May, and will continue until 12 May.

After the greeting of Cardinal Crescenzio Sepe, the Prefect of the Congregation for the Evangelisation of Peoples (see Fides 4/5/2006), Fr. Jan-Claude Veder, Liturgy Professor at the Inter-diocesan Seminary on the Mauritius Islands, presented his opening remarks on “Plurality of Cultures and Religions, an obvious fact”. Fr. Veder, who graduated at the Pontifical Athenaeum of St Anselmo, in Rome, started his speech by explaining how, as a person born in the Mauritius Islands, he lived and lives in a nation where different religions coexist (Hinduism, Islam, Christianity) and where people are from different cultures, explaining that cultures are not monolithic, but rather pluralistic, and in this environment the Church is called to evangelise. This is a reality today in nearly all the nations of the world: due to globalisation and the worldwide scope of migratory movements, we now live in intercultural societies. 

“We live in a fragmented world, Fr Veder explained, where, after the end of the ideologies of the past, at the end of the cold war we see a “relativism of thoughts”. This situation has caused the development of two phenomena: fundamentalism (whether religious, nationalistic, etc) and cosmopolitan tolerance. The sorrowful events of the last few years, in different nations, show us that it is not easy to find a solution, so plurality is lived as a curse, but I believe it can be positive and fruitful”.

In the afternoon, all the National Directors, distributed in smaller language groups, gathered to analyse how this situation of “intercultural enculturation” is lived out in the different nations, and then they shared their experiences and ideas on the topic. The singing of the Vespers, presided over by Msgr Henryk Hoser, President of the Pontifical Mission Societies, concluded this first pastoral day of the Assembly with communion and praise. (G.R.) (Fides Agency 5/5/2006)

VATICAN – PMS General Assembly: “Being credible witnesses to the Risen Christ, with respect for others, seeking dialogue but above all loving as we are loved by Christ”    

Rome (Fides Service) – Concluding the first two days 4 and 5 May of the Annual General Assembly of the Pontifical Mission Societies during which national PMS directors from all over the world reflected on missionary activity in the present day multi-cultural and multi-religious situation, the President of the Pontifical Mission Societies, Archbishop Henryk Hoser, said “our multicultural societies are a challenge for missionary activity. Where is the line between paralysing respect and  charismatic boldness, ‘parresia’ in the proclamation of the Gospel? Where is the line between dialogue and fidelity to the Church’s deposit of faith? Despite the difficulties we must not be afraid  – the Archbishop said -, because as we read in these days of Easter liturgy season, the Risen Christ goes before us to Galilee, homeland of the Gospel and of the encounter with others”.  

Archbishop Hoser thanked Fr. Jean-Claude Veder for giving the second part of his intervention: "Intercultural Inculturation as a Path for missionary theology and activity ". The Professor from Mauritius said that while the term "multiculturality" expresses a space for coexistence of people who are different, "interculturality" instead is born where there is a desire to start dialogue between cultures in view of reciprocal enrichment. This is not easy nor is good will sufficient, it demands a process founded on education to dialogue and acceptance of those who are different from ourselves. In this context the Church is called to become incarnate by means of  “intercultural inculturation” following the example of “Jesus of Nazareth, altruist par excellence ”.

Much of the work of the assembly on 5 May consisted of reflection and sharing of experience in ten language groups and then presenting the findings to the Assembly. Interventions revealed the different situations of Christians in the world, ranging from the Holy Land, to Belgium, Tunisia, the Amazon region of Brazil, India and in Kenya. Many proposals were made for missionary activity in the world today and the participants agreed that first of all it is necessary to be credible witnesses of the Risen Christ, respect for those who are different without losing one’s own identity, seeking to start dialogue, but above all loving as we are loved by Christ. In this sense emphasis was laid on the necessity of missionary formation for the People of God at all levels. (G.R.) (Agenzia Fides 6/5/2006 – Righe 29; Parole 402)

VATICAN - WORDS OF DOCTRINE don Nicola Bux and don Salvatore Vitiello - “Tradition or Treason”

Vatican City (Fides Service) – “Tradition or Treason”. To avoid also in our day what Pope Paul VI termed “the Church’s self-demolition”, the Holy Father Pope Benedict XVI chose the Church as the subject for the latest series of his teaching. The Church must be seen as a mystery to be accepted; this is why we have Apostolic Tradition, or the handing down to our day of the truth revealed by Jesus Christ about and about mankind which the Apostles first received and then handed on to their successors. Being sent (in Greek apostellein) involves the task of making disciples of all peoples through baptism and the handing on of all that the Lord taught in the certainty that He is with us until the end of time  (cfr Mt 28,19-20). By virtue of this totality the Church is catholic. This handing-on is an incessant movement. The Church herself is movement – in Greek the word means convocation from all over: this was stated by John Paul II. This means she cannot be reduced to the epochs through which she has existed. If one starts to prefer the early Church to the medieval or modern Church, or one millennium to another, or one truth of faith, or part of it to another, we pass from tradition to treason. For the Fathers, this preference (in Greek airesis)  was heresy.

In this way in the ecumenical field there was an idealisation of the Church of the first millennium or of a new Church; in the liturgical field there was a longing for the early liturgy as corresponding to the ecclesiology of communion, now almost an ideology. They lingered putting one Pope against the other and in the end found themselves ‘one Pope behind”. Remember how many, at the moment of his election, labelled John Paul II as a ‘traditionalist’ ? The same is happening now with Benedict XVI. Except that a year after his election the “mistaken interpreters” of Vatican II or of the Church’s “discontinuity”, are beginning to move ‘against Ratzinger’ on more than one front in the name of the  ‘spirit of the Council’. The password is: ‘do not extinguish the spirit’. All this happens in the shadow of ecumenical communities where it would seem even certain bishop go for inspiration rather than St Peter’s Square; under the wings of cultural or social Centres which reduce Christianity, to quote French historian Alain Becançon “to anchylosis between humanitarian religion and democratic religion”. To call oneself Catholic is antiquated, better ecumenical. 

What to do? We must shout on the rooftops what is said in secret. This, more than ever, is the time for frank debate and discussion of questions fully aware that the Church exists before us, she does not begin with us. In primis, it should be said that the Magisterium is always of the Pope, never of any one Pope; of the Bishops united with him in the <communio> of the word and the liturgy and never of any one bishop in a personal interview; that the  Eucharist is always apostolic, coming in its form from the Apostles and no one may make it more attractive with his creativity (cfr Encyclical Ecclesia de Eucaristia, chap. III); above all as Augustine says, the spaces of charity must dilate as the work of the Church, not only of some of her organisations. 

If we have the humility to realise we are not greater than the Apostles, if we believe what has always been believed by everyone, everywhere, then Apostolic Tradition will continue its course, especially towards the young people of all the nations: because, Balthasar declared, Jesus Christ is Catholic. Pluralism? In the Church it is obvious, like the fact that the Apostles are Twelve, but it is not an article of faith. Whereas Communion is: being one in mind and heart always. Therefore, Apostolic Tradition coincides with Christianity: obedience to that form of teaching to which we have been committed, as the then Cardinal Joseph Ratzinger said. (Agenzia Fides 11/5/2006 – righe 42, parole 622)

VATICAN - WORDS OF DOCTRINE don Nicola Bux and don Salvatore Vitiello – “The Method of Tradition”
Vatican City (Fides Service) – “The Method of Tradition”. Obedience to Tradition, that is to that form of teaching to which we are committed, is documented in time by means of the dynamics of the encounter which defines the fact of being Christian: the event of the encounter with the Person of Christ whose presence remains in time through the visibility and tangibility of the ecclesial Body (cfr. Deus Caritas est n.1). This is the ongoing claim of the Church: to be the divine presence in the world. A claim and a deep lying identity of which the whole Body of the Church must be continually aware so as not to dissolve in attitudes <politically correct> or worse, in that <social doing> so applauded by the world and often justified as preparatio evangelica, but which in the end never comes to explicit announcement of Christ the only Saviour.

The dynamics of the Encounter, permit today and everywhere tradere Christum, handing on Christ: both as he himself gives his self to humanity, incessantly per via pneumatic, through Sacred Scripture and the sacramental signs, primarily the Most Holy Eucharist, and as His Body, the Church, living and young, prolongs with her work of proclaiming, guiding consciences and sanctifying. The encounter therefore is not merely the description of a past event which involved, at the most a few people, the apostles and the first disciples and which remains for us inaccessible. The encounter is the actual method chosen by the Mystery to reach humanity, in every era. 

The ineffectiveness of much, perhaps too much, <pastoral activity> is linked inevitably to insufficient understanding of this central question of method. Today, thanks also to the considerable contribution of experience gained by new movements and communities formed in the last century, the terminology which speaks of <experiencing the presence of the Lord>, <meeting the Lord> is widely used, (here we will not deal with the problems raised in the theology of the 19th century by expressions of this type). It is nevertheless essential for the introduction of a new term to be not mere nominalism, instead it must correspond to a real, in depth and significant existential experience.

The Mystery, opting for the path of the incarnation, chose not to overstep mankind, but to save it by taking it upon himself, therefore going to the depth of human reality, bringing human questions to the surface and offering Himself as the plausible answer for heart and mind, for the person’s religious sense, for the questions raised by the I . This is Christ’s method: to reawaken man to the reality of his I, to the fundamental questions of which he is made and, once the demand for meaning has been reawakened, propose Himself as the answer, humanly convincing because it censors nothing (neither heart nor reason) but rather embraces the whole  person.

Today, pastoral work, if it intends to continue to tradere Christum, to proclaim the Lord, must help people live reality; and not to search for vague consolation in flight from reality, which Christianity has never preached. In the relationship with what is real, the philosophical and practical dualism which separated reason from being, of which we all, for obvious historical circumstances, can become victims, is outdated. Reality, any reality, proposing itself, simply because it exists, proposes itself with a question to which heart and mind, affection and intelligence are called to give an answer. Dizziness of reason becomes the chance to stand on the threshold of the Mystery, to admit that there are things we do not understand, and therefore to recognise our limits.

The answer to this limit which collides with the human heart as it cries, indeed groans, its infinite need for meaning, is Christ: the Mystery Incarnate, the Mystery who makes himself accessible and who, precisely by means of this accessibility, unfurls all the power of human longing. Christ’s method is and must be, therefore, the method for Tradition, for ecclesial Communion charged with reasons, for communication of the living Gospel, the method for all <pastoral work> if it wants to avoid condemning itself to being ineffective.

How distant is such a viewpoint from that infinite indulging in preambles or «artificial dialogue of values», where the person, the I with all his questions is never at stake. How distant is this call to reality and to the indispensable relationship with it, from those methods which mistake the means (dialogue) for the end (announcing Christ) inevitably overstepping the ‘I’.

Present day debates on the secular nature of the State, the presumed incompatibility  between monotheism and democracy, the necessity of «healthy» relativism (some even speak of Christian relativism) in order to prevent conflict with regard to the Church’s right to intervene publicly, and regularly, on questions of moral and civil importance, could in actual fact deteriorate into unwarranted and unjustified self-limitation of the universal veritable dimension of the Christian Event. These debates, besides demonstrating in their concrete realisation the incapacity to see reality, because very often, the «sermons non believers» sponsored by a certain type of «pastoral of dialogue» are assisted by hordes of nuns and lay faithful who are only confused and disorientated by these debates while these sermons are systematically deserted by the original addressees (precisely non believers), are concerning signs of lack of proper understanding of the method of Tradition.

Christ communicates Himself today in exactly the same way in which He chose to communicate Himself two thousand years ago: entering realty, reawakening man to his ultimate questions and offering Himself as company, humanly convincing experience, the beginning of a new communion which, charged with affection and reasonableness, sets man free. Only if this perspective of method is profoundly re-understood and we have the courage to indicate not the path of doubt and relativism but Christ and the Church as the only answer for the human heart, which is itself reawakened by the encounter with the changed humanity of believers, can we say we are truly missionaries and have understood the method of Tradition. (Agenzia Fides 18/5/2006 – righe 71, parole 953)

ASIA/INDIA - Cardinal Ivan Dias newly appointed Prefect of the Congregation for the Evangelisation speaks about religious freedom and anti-conversion laws in India 

New Delhi (Fides Service) –The right of every man, woman and child of whatever creed to freely profess, practice and propagate their religion and that any opposition to genuine conversion is “unwarranted interference in God’s unique competence in the matter” were key points in an intervention on religious freedom and anti-conversion laws in India by Cardinal Ivan Dias – whom the Pope appointed on 20 May Prefect of the Congregation for the Evangelisation of Peoples. The intervention of Cardinal Dias comes after sectors of the Indian government and press and some intellectuals criticised Pope Benedict’s speech to the new Indian Ambassador to the Holy See Amitava Tripathi in which the Pope remarked on  “disturbing signs of religious intolerance which have troubled some regions of the nation, including the reprehensible attempt to legislate clearly discriminatory restrictions on the fundamental right of religious freedom”. Seven states of the Indian federation have already approved anti-conversion laws. The government of New Delhi convoked the Apostolic Nuncio to India Archbishop Pedro Lopez Quintana to express its displeasure affirming that “it is universally recognised that India is a secular and democratic country where believers of different religions enjoy equal rights” and  “where there exists freedom to profess, practice and propagate religion”. The intervention by Cardinal Ivan Dias, which  Fides gives below in full, clarifies the position of the Catholic Church on this sensitive issue. (Agenzia Fides 24/5/2006 righe 23 parole 263)

See intervention of Card. Ivan Dias in English

http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/chieselocali/chieselocali.php?id=264
VATICAN - WORDS OF DOCTRINE rev. Nicola Bux and rev. Salvatore Vitiello – “Ecumenical dialogue and religious freedom” 

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) – “Ecumenical dialogue and religious freedom” – Over the past few days the Holy See has made several calls to nations with regard to the urgency to show respect for religious freedom “the foundation of every other freedom”, as John Paul II so often said. The matter concerns however not only ‘Muslim’ countries but also certain countries where Orthodox Christians are the majority. This week the Italian Catholic weekly magazine Famiglia Cristiana published a statement by the Latin Archbishop of Athens Nikolaos Foscolos: “I doubt that better general relations with Orthodox Christians would improve the situation of Catholics in Greece”. There followed a list of facts: Greeks Catholics are considered foreigners in their own country; to build a church it is necessary to have the permission of the local Orthodox archbishop; Catholics who marry must sign a document in front of a notary that their children will be baptised into the Orthodox Church. All this while in Italy and elsewhere in Europe Orthodox Christians are given churches for worship and missionary activity. Then as soon as you enter one of these churches, for example one in Calabria, you find a sign saying: “this is the true Church of Christ” and a list of differences to put the Catholic Church in a bad light. 
We are all familiar with the objections and claims on the part of Orthodox Christians with regard to “proselytising” as they call the presence of Catholic dioceses in Orthodox Christian majority areas, and “Uniatism”, or the presence of Eastern Catholic Churches in the communion of the Catholic Church. 

These objections have been the subject of various studies for example by Adriano Garuti and David Jaeger. It would seem that, always in the perspective of the Truth, attention must focus on the question which we might call ‘prejudicial’ in this context namely the human right to freedom of conscience and religion which, as Vatican II teaches, is rooted not only in divine natural law, but also in the revealed Truth. It is known in fact, also on instances of the separated ecclesial Communions of the West, that this Council teaching has been regarded as closely connected with the teaching on ecumenism. In fact for dialogue in Truth to be credible, the parties must first of all recognise the human conscience’s freedom from any merely human restriction in the search for the Truth. Such recognition is incompatible with a view which sees people as subjects bound to belong to a certain confession determined by territory, parentage, nationality or culture. Just as inadmissible is the idea, albeit implicit, that relations among Churches include division of land and people, as if souls were almost the “property” of one or the other ecclesiastical organisation. Even those who disagree with the decision of certain groups of Christians of “Eastern” rite and culture to be in full communion with the Church of Rome, cannot fail to recognise the full legitimacy of their adhesion and accept it from the point of view of religious freedom; just as, from the same point of view, they cannot expect the Catholic Church to refrain from being present and active everywhere.

It is true that the Orthodox Churches have not had the benefit of the doctrinal and theological development achieved by and in connection with the Second Vatican Council, which is why today they lack still the necessary links in their teaching. Precisely for this reason it would be most opportune, perhaps even necessary, for new and deeper specifically theological dialogue with the Orthodox Churches to focus first of all on these premises, the only ones which can lead us out of the apparent blind alley of bitter argument about “Uniatism” and “proselytism”. These Churches could be gently invited to examine from the same point of view their own behaviour including the creation of various dioceses and other forms of their pastoral presence “in the West”, con relative joining of “westerners” and the benevolence with which these forms of presence are received by society and by the Catholic Church herself.

What has been said with regard to ecumenical dialogue, particularly with the Christian Orthodox world, is just as true for inter-religious dialogue (despite the impossibility to refer questions directly to revealed Truth). In this context all the more obvious would appear the need in dialogue to give pride of place to the question of human rights, considering it the priority and primary subject for dialogue, and above all the most fundamental right of all, the right to freedom from any sort of merely human pressure in matters of conscience or religion. This would be especially, although certainly not only, valid with regard to dialogue with the Muslims and also with the Jews in Israel. Not rarely still today in “Muslim” countries the presence and witness of believers in Christ within the national community is denied legitimacy. Also in Israel it is not yet sufficiently understood by all that a person can be a loyal citizen of a nation and at the same time a believer in Jesus Christ. Not by chance in fact in history making agreements respectively with  Israel (1993) and with Palestine (2000), the Holy See has put at the top of the list the obligation to recognise freedom of religion and conscience. It is true the agreements were “political”, they were not statements on inter-religious dialogue, but even then there were people who saw in them a profound significance for more specifically inter-religious relations. (Agenzia Fides 26/5/2006 – righe 60, parole 846)
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