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AGENZIA DELLA CONGREGAZIONE PER L'EVANGELIZZAZIONE DEIPOPOLI





Agenzia FIDES - 29 July 2006

FIDES SPECIAL FEATURE
Instrumentum mensis Iulii

pro lectura Magisterii Summi Pontifici Benedicti XVI, pro evangelizatione in terris missionum

Annus II – Numerus VII, Iulius A.D. MMVI

The month of July for Pope Benedict XVI started with his third Apostolic visit outside Italy, when he travelled to Valencia, in Spain, to take part in the 5th World Meeting of Families promoted by the Pontifical Council for  the Family. In Valencia the Pope reaffirmed the value for civil society of the family founded on the sacrament of matrimony and he prayed that God might assist and strengthen the presence of the family in the world. On 11 July Pope Benedict XVI left the Vatican for a period of rest at Les Combes, in Valle d’Aosta, northern Italy. From there with deep concern and trepidation the Holy Father followed the dramatic events of the conflict in the Middle East. He also called a special Day of prayer and penance on Sunday 23 July to obtain peace in Lebanon and the whole of the Middle East, restating three rights which must be respected: the right of the Lebanese people to the integrity and sovereignty of their country, the right of the Israelis to live in peace in their country, the right of the Palestinians to have a free and sovereign state. The Pontiff expressed his awareness that peace is a gift of God and that it is to Him that man must turn: «What we can do – said Benedict XVI on Sunday 23 July from the parish church of Rhemes Saint-Georges -, bear witness to love and to faith; and cry out to God: we can pray! We are certain that our Father listens to the cries of his children».

· SYNTHESIS INTERVENTUUM

2 July 2006 – Angelus

5 July 2006 – General Audience
8 July 2006 – Letter to the Bishop of Spain and discourse to Seminarians
8 July 2006 – Discourse during Vigil of  Prayer and testimony at 5th World Meeting of Families  

9 July 2006 – Homily and Angelus in Valencia 5th World Meeting of Families  
13 July 2006 – Theme of Message for 40th  World Day for Peace
16 July 2006 – Angelus
19 July 2006- Telegramme of condolence for the tsunami victims in Java

20 July 2006 – Message to Patriarch Ecumenical Bartholomew I

20 July 2006 – Pope calls day of prayer and penance for peace in the Middle East  

23 July 2006 – Angelus

23 July 2006 – Reflection at the parish church of Rhemes Saint-Georges in Val d’Aosta, on occasion of the special day of prayer and penance for peace in the Middle East
· VERBA PONTIFICIS

Dialogue
Family
Saint John
Holy Land
· INTERVENTUS SUPER QUAESTIONES

Dialogue - “Our role is to intensify dialogue among religions as well as with political and civil authorities, each of us must be aware of his or her role and responsibility”. Vatican delegation at World Summit of Representatives of Great Religions promoted by the Patriarch of Moscow 

Family - The country’s Bishops urge the people to pray for the nation at every Mass: “the country is living a crucial hour, especially under certain important aspects and we need the help of God, because without Him we can do nothing””

Family : 5th World Meeting for Families – “I hope the Pope’s voice will give Spaniards and everyone strength to continue to work in the respective countries to support families”: interview with Bishop Corrales García  of Palmira, Colombia 
Family - Spanish Bishops thank Pope Benedict XVI for his visit to Valencia which “confirmed Catholics in the faith and filled them with joy”.

Mission - Nuncio tells Catholics to "live Christianity" to face challenges facing the faith in Australia
Mission - In September 97 newly appointed bishops from mission territories will be in Rome for Seminar organised by the Congregation for the Evangelisation of Peoples

Peace – Annual Holy Childhood Celebration in Uganda. “Peace cannot wait” says Catholic Archbishop of Gulu in northern Uganda where children are the principal victims in 20 years of civil war 
Holy Land - "Prayer is indispensable for fostering in hearts a desire for justice and reconciliation, the condition for finding solutions for conflict": Day of Pope’s Prayer for Peace, a missionary reports

Holy Land - “The situation is extremely difficult. There is destruction everywhere. People are frightened and demoralised”, says local Superior of the Paulist Fathers

· QUAESTIONES

VATICAN - AVE MARIA Rev Luciano Alimandi - “Our Lady and the Visitation” 

VATICAN - WORDS OF DOCTRINE don Nicola Bux and don Salvatore Vitiello – “Updating the Church and the role of the Roman Curia” 

TOWARDS THE PRIESTHOOD -  Massimo Camisasca – “The liturgy is ongoing education”
ASIA/HOLY LAND - Fierce, tragic and ever more concerning the fire in the Middle East. Interview with Israeli Franciscan Father David Jaeger, a jurist, unanimously recognised among the major experts on the complex situation in the Middle East. Now - he says - the re-convocation of the 1991 Madrid Peace Conference is more urgent than ever.
VATICAN - Kumasi, in Ghana hosts 1st Regional Congress for the Promotion of the Liturgy in Africa Madagascar, organised by the Congregation for Divine Worship and Discipline of the Sacraments in collaboration with the Ghanaian Bishops’ Conference. 

Archbishop Albert Malcolm Ranjith, Secretary of the Congregation, told Fides New Agency: “The Congress was a blessing from the Lord because it gave new impulse to the efforts of those responsible for liturgy on that Continent to nourish the liturgical spirit of the African Church with ever greater commitment.”

VATICAN – Middle East conflict: on behalf of Pope Benedict XVI the Pontifical Council Cor Unum sends aid to suffering people 

VATICAN - Statement by Archbishop Agostino Marchetto, Secretary of the Pontifical Council for the Pastoral Care of Migrants and Itinerant People, on the situation of migrants, refugees, and internally displaced persons in Lebanon

VATICAN - Interview with Archbishop Giovanni Lajolo on the subject of the International Conference for Lebanon held in Rome 

SYNTHESIS INTERVENTUUM

2 July 2006 - Angelus

VATICAN - Pope Benedict XVI at the Angelus asks people to pray “for the good outcome of the forthcoming Meeting in Valencia, and for all the families of the world”. Appeals for Iraq and the Holy Land 

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) – “It is important that the memorable appeal “Family, become what you are!”, made by John Paul II in the Familiaris consortio, reaches all families!”. This appeal was repeated on Sunday 2 July by Pope Benedict XVI in his reflection before the midday Angelus prayer when he mentioned the 5th World Meeting of Families next weekend in Valencia, Spain. On the occasion of the 1st World Meeting for Families  held in Rome in 1994, the international Year of the Family, “beloved John Paul II wrote a long, impassioned meditation on the family in the form of a Letter addressed to the families of the world”. 


The theme of the meeting in Valencia is the handing on of the faith in the family. “This commitment – the Pope said - inspired the motto of my apostolic visit to that city: "Family: live and hand on the faith!".” Then the Holy Father said “the first urgency today for believers in Christ is precisely to renew the faith of adults so they are able to communicate it to the new generations” and that the path of Christian initiation of the children “may be a good opportunity for parents to draw closer to the Church and learn more about the beauty and truth of the Gospel”. In the rite of Baptism the father or Godfather lights a candle from the Easter candle, symbol of the Risen Christ and then addressing the other members of the family the priest says: "Help your child to be illuminated by Christ and also live as a child of the light". “That gesture, which contains the whole sense of handing on of faith in the family, to be authentic – the Pope said -, must preceded and accompanied by the commitment of the parents to deepen their knowledge of the faith, reviving its flame with prayer and regular practice of the Sacraments of  Confession and the Eucharist”. He then called on those present to pray to the Blessed Virgin Mary “for the good outcome of this major Meeting in Valencia, and for the families of the world, that they may be authentic communities of love and life, where the flame of the faith is handed on from one generation to the next”.

After the Angelus, the Holy Father made another appeal for peace in the Middle East: “I follow with growing concern events in Iraq and in the Holy Land. Faced on the one side with blind violence which commits atrocious massacres and on the other the crisis threatens to become worse being every day more dramatic there is need of justice, serious and credible commitment for peace: which sad to say are not visible. This is  why I call on all to unite in confident and persevering prayer that the Lord may enlighten hearts and that non one may shirk the duty to build peaceful co-existence, recognising every person, of whatever people, as a brother or sister.” The Pope then mentioned a  Summit of Religious Leaders organised by the Inter-religious Council of Russia, taking place in Moscow 3 to 5 July, attended also by a Delegation of the Catholic Church: “The significant gathering of many members of the world religions indicates a common desire to promote dialogue among civilisations and the search for more just and peaceful world order. I hope sincere efforts on all sides will help identify areas  for effective collaboration in reciprocal respect and understanding to face present day challenges”. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 3/7/2006 – righe 39, parole 582)

See the Pope’s address

http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/pontefici/pontefice.php?id=559
5 July 2006 – General Audience
VATICAN - Pope Benedict XVI says Christians must learn from St John the Apostle “the great lesson of love so we may realise we are loved by Christ “to the very end” and decide to spend our life for Him”

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) – John son of Zebedee and the brother of James, whose name in Jewish means "the Lord has given grace", called by Jesus with his brother when the two men were re-arranging their fishing nets on the shore of Lake Tiberias, was one of the small group whom Jesus always took with him on important occasions. “This leading position among the Twelve in a way renders more comprehensible the initiative taken one day by the mother – Benedict XVI said during the general audience in Wednesday 5 July  -:  she went to Jesus to ask him to allow her sons, John and James, to sit one on his left and the other in his right in the Kingdom. As we know, Jesus replied with a question: he asked if they were ready to drink the chalice he was to drink. The intention behind these words was to open the eyes of the two disciples, to introduce them to knowledge of the mystery of his person and to foreshadow their future calling to be his witnesses to the supreme trial of bloodshed.”

John held an important position in the Church in Jerusalem and in fact Paul referred to him as one of the ‘pillars’ of that community. “In particular – the Pope explained - , we should remember that John, affirms with Peter in front of the Sanhedrin where they are on trial: "We cannot remain silent about what we have seen and heard". This frankness in confessing his faith is an example ... for us all to be ready to declare decisively our unswerving loyalty to Christ, putting our faith before all calculation or human interest."”.

According to tradition, John is the 'beloved disciple' who rested his head on the Master's chest during the Last Supper; he was at the foot of the Cross together with Jesus' Mother, and was a witness to the presence of the Risen Lord. “We know this identification is today debated by scholars some of whom see in him simply the prototype of the disciple of Jesus – the Pope said -. Leaving it to the exegetes to unravel the question, here it is enough for us to learn an important lesson for life: the Lord desires to make each of us a disciple living in personal friendship with Him. To do this, it is not enough to follow and listen to Him exteriorly, it is necessary to live with Him and like Him. This is only possible in the context of a relationship of great familiarity, pervaded by the warmth of complete trust."

 
The Oriental Church calls John simply  'the Theologian,' “ in other words, one capable of speaking of divine things in accessible terms, revealing a mysterious access to God through adherence to Christ”.“Precisely in the East – the Pope continued – John  enjoyed and continues to enjoy great veneration; in Byzantine iconography he is often depicted as a very old man in an attitude of intense contemplation, almost as if calling for silence. Without adequate meditation it is impossible to approach the supreme mystery of God and His revelation."

The Holy Father concluded his catechesis saying “May the Lord help us to learn from John the great lesson of love so we may realise we are loved by Christ ‘to the very end’ and decide to spend our live for Him.” (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 6/7/2006, righe 37, parole 544) 

See the Pope’s address

http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/pontefici/pontefice.php?id=560
8 July 2006 – Letter for Spanish Bishops and address to Seminarians  

VATICAN - Pope Benedict XVI in Valencia for the 5th World Meeting of Families: “I wish to propose the central role which the family founded on marriage has for the Church and for society”

Valencia (Agenzia Fides) -  “The reason for my visit it to take part in the 5th World Meeting of Families on the theme ‘Handing on the faith in the Family. I wish to propose the central role which the family founded on marriage has for the Church and for society. This is an irreplaceable institution according to God’s plan whose fundamental values the Church can never cease to announce and promote, that it may be lived with a sense of responsibility and joy”. With these words during the welcoming ceremony at Valencia-Manises airport in the late morning of Saturday 8 July, the Holy Father, Benedict XVI explained the reason for his visit. The Pope was welcomed by the King and Queen of Spain, ecclesiastical authorities and numerous political and civil authorities representing the central and local government.


After the ceremony of welcome on his way to the Cathedral the Pope stopped at the metro station where many people were killed and injured in an accident on July 3. Then the Holy Father  went to the Cathedral dedicated to Our Lady of the Assumption to meet priests and men and women religious including nuns of enclosed orders. In the Chapel of the Sacred Chalice which preserves the cup which according to tradition was used by Jesus at the Last Supper, the Pope met the Bishops of Spain and signed a letter addressed to the Spanish Bishops’ Conference. In the letter the Pope said he gave  “thanks to the Lord that I have been able to come to Spain as Pope, in order to take part in the World Meeting of Families in Valencia”, and he also thanks the bishops, especially the archbishop of  Valencia and his auxiliaries for the efforts made to prepare and celebrate this event  . “You know that I follow closely and with much interest the life of the Church in your country, a country with deep Christian roots, one which has greatly contributed and must still contribute to the proclamation and spread of the faith to many other parts of the world… am aware of, and I encourage the impulse that you are giving to pastoral activity at a time of rapid secularisation, which can also affect the internal life of Christian communities”. Pope Benedict XVI urged the Bishops to “Continue dauntlessly to proclaim that prescinding from God, acting as if he did not exist or relegating faith to the purely private sphere, undermines the truth about man and compromises the future of culture and society. On the contrary, lifting one’s gaze to the living God, the garantor of our freedom and of truth, is a premise for arriving at a new humanity. Nowadays, in a special way the world needs people capable of proclaiming and bearing witness to God who is love, and consequently the one light which in the end, illumines the darkness of the world and gives us strength to live and work” The Holy Father’s letter closes with a call to the Bishops “I exhort you earnestly to preserve and increase your fraternal communion, as a witness and model of the ecclesial communion which should reign in all the faithful people entrusted to your care”. The Pope assured them: “I pray for you, and I pray for Spain. I ask you to pray for me and for the whole Church.”. 

Leaving the Cathedral the Pope went to the Basilica of the Virgen de los Desamparados patroness of Valencia, where he prayer for the metro accident victim’s in the presence of their families. The Pope asked those present to join him in the recitation of the Our Father asking the  Virgen de los Desamparado”, to comfort the grieving and suffering families. 

Outside the Basilica the seminarians of Spain and their families were waiting for the Pope for the recitation of the midday Angelus prayer. “Your parent’s love, devotion and fidelity, and the concord which reigns in your families, is the setting which best enables you to hear God’s call and to accept the gift of a vocation – Pope Benedict XVI told the seminarians before he led the Marian prayer  -. Live intensely the years of preparation in the seminary, with the guidance and help of your formators, and with the docility and complete trust of the Apostles, who followed Jesus without hesitation. Learn from the Virgin Mary how to accept your vocation without reserve, with joy and generosity.”.

That afternoon the Pope paid a courtesy visit to the Royal Family at the Generalitat Palace and then at the Archbishop’s House Pope Benedict XVI received a visit by the head of the Spanish government. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 10/7/2006 – righe 56, parole 853)  

See Letter to bishops

http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/pontefici/pontefice.php?id=561
See address to seminarians

http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/pontefici/pontefice.php?id=562
8 July 2006 – Address during prayer vigil for World Meeting of Families 
VATICAN - During Family Prayer Vigil, the Pope says : “It is a great responsibility of all to proclaim the integral truth of the family founded on marriage, a domestic church, the shrine of life”

Valencia (Agenzia Fides) – In the evening of Saturday 8 July, at Valencia’s futuristic City of the Arts and Sciences Pope Benedict XVI  presided the Family Prayer Vigil which closed the week of events for the 5th World Meeting of Families. After a parade with the national flags and a floral tribute to  the statue of the Virgen de los Desamparados and the Icon of the Holy Family, introduced by the President of the Pontifical Council for the Family Cardinal Alfonso López Trujillo and testimony from some family members, the Holy Father addressed the hundreds of thousands of families present.

“The family is the privileged setting where every person learns to give and receive love. That is why the Church constantly wishes to demonstrate her pastoral concern for this reality, so basic for the human person” the Pope said. “The family is an intermediate institution between individuals and society, and nothing can completely take its place. The family is itself based primarily on a deep interpersonal relationship between husband and wife, sustained by affection and mutual understanding. To enable this, it receives abundant help from God in the sacrament of Matrimony, which brings with it a true vocation to holiness… The family is a necessary good for peoples, an indispensable foundation for society and a great and lifelong treasure for couples. It is a unique good for children, who are meant to be the fruit of the love, of the total and generous self-giving of their parents. To proclaim the whole truth about the family, based on marriage as a domestic Church and a sanctuary of life, is a great responsibility incumbent upon all.”

The Pope then recalled “Father and mother have said a complete "yes" in the sight of God, which constitutes the basis of the sacrament which joins them together. Likewise, for the inner relationship of the family to be complete, they also need to say a "yes" of acceptance to the children whom they have given birth to or adopted, and each of which has his or her own personality and character. In this way, children will grow up in a climate of acceptance and love”. Pope Benedict XVI said “families must not be left alone” to face present day dangers: “The ecclesial community therefore has the responsibility of offering support, encouragement and spiritual nourishment which can strengthen the cohesiveness of the family, especially in times of trial or difficulty. Here parishes have an important role to play, as do the various ecclesial associations, called to cooperate as networks of support and a helping hand for the growth of families in faith..” the supreme source of our life and thus of the lives of families is love of God himself poured out upon us in Baptism “Consequently, families are called to experience this same kind of love, for the Lord makes it possible for us, through our human love, to be sensitive, loving and merciful like Christ..”

One of the most important tasks assigned to the family is the handing on of the faith and love of God  the Pope continued, “one of the greatest responsibilities of families is that of training free and responsible persons. For this reason the parents need gradually to give their children greater freedom, while remaining for some time the guardians of that freedom. If children see that their parents - and, more generally, all the adults around them - live life with joy and enthusiasm, despite all difficulties, they will themselves develop that profound "joy of life" which can help them to overcome wisely the inevitable obstacles and problems which are part of life. Furthermore, when families are not closed in on themselves, children come to learn that every person is worthy of love, and that there is a basic, universal brotherhood which embraces every human being.”. Calling attention to the theme of this 5th  World Meeting of Families - "Handing on the Faith in the Family " – Pope Benedict XVI said “To hand down the faith to children, with the help of individuals and institutions like the parish, the school or Catholic associations, is a responsibility which parents cannot overlook, neglect or completely delegate to others… The language of faith is learned in homes where this faith grows and is strengthened through prayer and Christian practice.”. 

Lastly the Pope invited government leaders and legislators to “reflect on the evident benefits which homes in peace and harmony assure to individuals and the family, the neuralgic centre of society… The purpose of laws is the integral good of man, in response to his needs and aspirations. This good is a significant help to society, of which it cannot be deprived, and for peoples a safeguard and a purification. The family is also a school which enables men and women to grow to the full measure of their humanity. The experience of being loved by their parents helps children to become aware of their dignity as children.” (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 10/7/2006 – righe 53, parole 779)  

See the Pope’s homily

http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/pontefici/pontefice.php?id=563
9 July 2006 – Homily in Valencia World Meeting of Families 
Pope Benedict XVI launches a message of hope to the families of the world and announces that Mexico City will be the venue of the next World Meeting of Families in 2009 

Valencia (Agenzia Fides) – On Sunday 9 July at 9.30am the Holy Father Pope Benedict XVI returned to the City of Arts and Sciences to preside a concelebration of Mass the culminating event of the 5th World Meeting of Families. Numerous cardinals, bishops and priests from all over the world concelebrated with the Pope. “I give thanks to the Lord for all of you, the joyful throng of beloved families gathered in this place, and the many others who in distant lands are following this celebration by radio and television. I greet all of you with an affectionate embrace.” the Pope said as he started his homily. 


Reflecting on the readings of the Mass Pope Benedict XVI pointed out that as in the Biblical texts  “the family includes not only parents and children, but also grandparents and ancestors. The family thus appears to us as a community of generations and the guarantee of a patrimony of traditions. None of us gave ourselves life or single-handedly learned how to live. All of us received from others both life itself and its basic truths, and we have been called to attain perfection in relationship and loving communion with others. The family, founded on indissoluble marriage between a man and a woman, is the expression of this relational, filial and communal aspect of life. It is the setting where men and women are enabled to be born with dignity, and to grow and develop in an integral manner.”

Once children are born, through their relationship with their parents they begin to share in a family tradition with even older roots. Together with the gift of life, they receive a whole patrimony of experience. In reference to this the Pope said “Parents have the right and the inalienable duty to transmit this heritage to their children: to help them find their own identity, to initiate them to the life of society, to foster the responsible exercise of their moral freedom and their ability to love on the basis of their having been loved and, above all, to enable them to encounter God… At the origin of every man and woman, and thus in all human fatherhood and motherhood, we find God the Creator. For this reason, married couples must accept the child born to them, not simply as theirs alone, but also as a child of God, loved for his or her own sake and called to be a son or daughter of God. What is more: each generation, all parenthood and every family has its origin in God, who is Father, Son and Holy Spirit.”.

At the origin of every human being – the Pope recalled – “there is not something haphazard or chance, but a loving plan of God.… Faith, then, is not merely a cultural heritage, but the constant working of the grace of God who calls and our human freedom, which can respond or not to his call. Even if no one can answer for another person, Christian parents are still called to give a credible witness of their Christian faith and hope. The need to ensure that God’s call and the good news of Christ will reach their children with the utmost clarity and authenticity.”

, As the years pass, this gift of God which the parents have helped set before the eyes of the little ones will also need to be cultivated with wisdom and gentleness, in order to instil in them a capacity for discernment, the Popes aid adding, “ Thus, with the constant witness of the their parents’ conjugal love, permeated with a living faith, and with the loving accompaniment of the Christian community, children will be helped better to appropriate the gift of their faith, to discover the deepest meaning of their own lives and to respond with joy and gratitude. The Christian family passes on the faith when parents teach their children to pray and when they pray with them; when they lead them to the sacraments and gradually introduce them to the life of the Church; when all join in reading the Bible, letting the light of faith shine on their family life and praising God as our Father”.

The Holy Father remarked that present day culture regards “the freedom of the individual as an autonomous subject, as if we were self-created and self-sufficient, apart from our relationship with others and our responsibilities in their regard.… The Church does not cease to remind us that true human freedom derives from our having been created in God’s image and likeness. Christian education is consequently an education in freedom and for freedom… Jesus Christ is the perfect human being, an example of filial freedom, who teaches us to share with others his own love”.

The Church teaches us to respect and foster the marvellous reality of the indissoluble marriage between man and woman which is also the origin of the family. To help us advance along the path of human maturity, “To recognise and assist this institution is one of the greatest services which can be rendered nowadays to the common good and to the authentic development of individuals and societies, as well as the best means of ensuring the dignity, equality and true freedom of the human person.”.

The Holy Father ended his homily with a call to have hope: “The Christian family - father, mother and children - is called, then, to do all these things not as a task imposed from without, but rather as a gift of the sacramental grace of marriage poured out upon the spouses. If they remain open to the Spirit and implore his help, he will not fail to bestow on the them the love of God the Father made manifest and incarnate in Christ. The presence of the Spirit will help spouses not to lose sight of the source and criterion of their love and self-giving, and to cooperate with him to make it visible and incarnate in every aspect of their lives. The Spirit will also awaken in them a yearning for the definitive encounter with Christ in the house of his Father and our Father. And this is the message of hope that, from Valencia, I wish to share with all the families of the world. Amen”

At the end of Mass before leading the Marian prayer of the Angelus, the Pope spoke in various different languages thanking the organisers who worked hard for the success of the event and he announced that the venue for the next World meetings of Families in 2009 will be Mexico City. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 10/7/2006 – righe 64, parole 944)  

See the Pope’s homily

http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/pontefici/pontefice.php?id=564
See the Pope’s address before the Angelus

http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/pontefici/pontefice.php?id=565
13 July 2006 –" theme for 40th World Peace Day 1 January  2007   

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) – ‘The Human Person, the Heart of Peace’ is the theme chosen by Pope Benedict XVI for the 40th World Peace Day on 1 January 2007. The theme for reflection chosen by the Holy Father expresses the conviction that respect for the dignity of the human person is an essential condition for peace in the human family. Human dignity is in fact the seal which God impressed on the human being, created in his image and likeness (Gen 1, 26-27), it is the sign of humanity’s common destiny, it is the foundation of love of God and love of neighbour. Only in the awareness of the transcendent dignity of every man and woman, is the human family on the path which leads to peace and to communion with God. In fact Benedict XVI in his encyclical Deus caritas est, affirms: "love of neighbour is a path that leads to the encounter with God" (16).

Today, perhaps with more effective means and force of persuasion than in the past, human dignity is threatened by aberrant ideologies, assailed by distorted use of science and technology, contradicted by diffused incongruent life styles. Indeed, ideologies based on nihilism or fanaticism  (materialist or religious) seek to deny or to imposed supposed truths with regard to reality, mankind or God. Science and technology (bio-medicine especially), very often, instead of serving the common good of humanity are instrumental in serving a selfish vision of progress and wellbeing. Moreover, propaganda and the growing acceptance of disordered lifestyles contrary to human dignity are weakening the hearts and minds of people to the point of extinguishing the desire for ordered and peaceful coexistence. All this represents a threat to humanity, because peace is in danger when human dignity is not respected and when social coexistence does not seek the common good.

 
The Church has the mission of announcing the Gospel of Life, the central position of mankind in the universe and God's love for humanity. Therefore, to the challenges of the present time, the Church responds with a Christian anthropology based on the three pillars of human dignity, sociality and activity in the world, oriented in accordance with the order stamped by God on the universe, ((Compendium of the Social Doctrine of the Church, 37) and with a view to an integral humanism and solidarity that tends towards the development of the whole person and all men and women (Paul VI, Populorum progressio).

More than forty years ago Vatican II affirmed " the Church knows that her message is in harmony with the most secret desires of the human heart when she champions the dignity of the human vocation, restoring hope to those who have already despaired of anything higher than their present lot" (Gaudium et spes, 21). Every offence against the person is a threat to peace; every threat to peace is an offence to the truth of the person and of God: "The human person is the heart of peace!”. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 13/7/2006; righe 33, parole 483)

16 July 2006 - Angelus

VATICAN - Benedict XVI leads the Angelus prayer at his mountain holiday retreat in Val d’Aosta: “I entrust to the Queen of Mount Carmel communities of contemplative life all over the world”. New appeal for the Holy Land: “I ask local Churches to offer special prayers for peace in the Holy Land and throughout the Middle East”

Les Combes (Agenzia Fides) – On Sunday 16 July Pope Benedict XVI led the recitation of the midday Angelus prayer from a field next to the little house put a his disposal by the local Salesian community in Les Combes, Valle d’Aosta, northern Italy, where he is spending a brief period of rest. Since the early morning people had made their way to the place to meet the Pope, many of them were families and young people. “I was immediately immersed in this wonderful Alpine  panorama which restores body and spirit” the Pope said introducing the Marian prayer and calling to mind John Paul II who used to spend his Summer period of rest at the same place. The Pope then thanked the local people, the Salesians, the state and regional authorities and the police all involved in arranging for the Pope’s visit  

July 16 is the feast of Our Lady of Mount Carmel, “the mount on the east coast of the Mediterranean Sea overlooking Galilee – the Pope said – which has on its slopes numerous natural caves where the hermits loved to live. The most famous of these men of God was the great prophet Elijah”. The contemplative Carmelite Order took its inspiration from this prophet and “spread among the Christian people devotion to Our Lady of Mount Carmel, indicating Mary as a model of prayer, contemplation and dedication to God.” Pope Benedict then entrusted to the Queen of Mount Carmel “communities of contemplative life all over the world, in a special way those of the Carmelite Order including the Convent of Quart, not far from here. May Mary help every Christian to encounter God in the silence of prayer.”

After the Marian prayer Pope Benedict XVI made yet another appeal for peace in the Holy Land and throughout the Middle East: “In the past few days the news from the Holy Land has been very concerning especially the extension to Lebanon of the fighting and numerous civilians killed. At the origin of this ruthless combat there are, sad to say, objective situations of violation of rights and justice. However neither terrorist attacks or acts of retaliation, especially when there are tragic consequences for the civilian population, can be justified. This path – as bitter experience shows – never leads to positive results. This day is dedicated to Our Lady of Mount Carmel, a mountain in the Holy Land a few kilometres from Lebanon, which over-looks the Israeli city of  Haifa, recently hit. We pray Mary, Queen of Peace, may intercede to obtain from God the fundamental gift of harmony, lead the political leaders back to the path of reason and open new opportunities for dialogue and understanding. In this perspective I call on the local Churches to offer special prayers for peace in the Holy Land and in the whole of the Middle East  .” (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 17/7/2006 – righe 33, parole 482)

See the Pope’s address

http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/pontefici/pontefice.php?id=566
19 July 2006- Telegramme of condolence for the tsunami victims in Java
Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) – The Holy Father Pope Benedict XVI through Cardinal Secretary of State Angelo Sodano sent the following telegram of condolence, to the ecclesial and civil authorities of Indonesia for the tsunami that hit the island of Java on Monday 17 July (see Fides 18.7.2006) and left more than 500 people dead and around 300 missing:  
"Deeply saddened to learn of the tragic consequences of the recent tsunami in Java, His Holiness Pope Benedict XVI assures all those affected of his closeness in prayer. He commends the deceased to the loving mercy of the Almighty, and upon their grieving families he invokes divine blessings of strength and consolation. His Holiness likewise prays for the rescue workers and all involved in providing assistance to displaced families, encouraging them to persevere in their efforts to bring relief and support. Cardinal Secretary of State Angelo Sodano”. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 19/7/2006 – Righe 10, parole 134) 
20 July 2006 –Message to the Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew
Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) - "The Amazon River, Source of Life" is the title of the 6th Symposium held 13 to 20 July in Brazil as part of the programme  "Religion, Science and the Environment" promoted by Ecumenical Patriarch His Holiness Bartholomew I. The aim of the Symposium is to foster awareness of the serious problems which threaten creation, and encourage commitment for to solve them. The Symposium, organised in close connection with the Church in Brazil, is taking place on a ship sailing along the Amazon River.

In a message to Patriarch Bartholomew I, after recalling a Common Declaration signed with Pope John Paul II in 2002, Pope Benedict XVI underlines: “"The task of highlighting an appropriate catechesis of creation - in order to recall the meaning and religious significance of its protection - is intimately connected to our duty as pastors," writes the Pope, "and could have an important impact on the perceived value of life itself and on the adequate solution of ...social problems.".”


The Holy Father expresses the hope that the Amazon symposium "may once again draw the attention of peoples and governments to the problems and urgent needs of an area so sorely tried and so threatened in its ecological balance: its rivers and forests which in their beauty and stateliness speak to us of God and his marvelous works for mankind. This immense region, where water is an source of harmony and riches, is like an open book whose pages reveal the mystery of life. How can we fail to feel called as individuals and as a community to responsible awareness translated into coherent decisions to safeguard an area of such ecological wealth?” 

After affirming that the Symposium expresses aver “Christian support for the people of the Amazon regions”, Pope Benedict XVI  assures Patriarch Bartholomew his adhesion to the “values of which this Symposium is the bearer”. “I see an example of that collaboration which Orthodox and Catholics must seek constantly in order to respond to the need for a shared testimony… This means that all Christians must cultivate that interior openness of soul which is dictated by charity and has its roots in the faith. In this way, they can together offer the world a credible witness of their sense of responsibility towards the defence of creation… Common points must be found to converge commitment to protect the habitat the Creator has prepared for the human person, on whom He has impressed his image.” The Holy Father concludes assuring those present of his prayers that the Symposium “may mark a step forward in share efforts to protect the world which God created with wisdom and love”. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 20/7/2006 – Righe 35, parole 486)

See the Pope’s message in Italian

http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/pontefici/pontefice.php?id=567
Sunday 23 July: Pope Benedict XVI calls day of prayer and penance to implore God to grant the gift of peace in the Middle East  

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) – In the face of the grave situation in the Middle East the Holy See Press Office has been asked to communicate the following:

1). The Holy Father is following with great concern the destinies of all the peoples involved and has proclaimed this Sunday, July 23, as a special day of prayer and penance, inviting the bishops, clergy and faithful of all the particular Churches, and all believers of the world, to implore from God the precious gift of peace.

  2). In particular, the Supreme Pontiff hopes that prayers will be raised to the Lord for an immediate cease-fire between the sides, for humanitarian corridors to be opened in order to bring help to the suffering peoples, and for reasonable and responsible negotiations to begin to put an end to objective situations of injustice that exist in that region; as already indicated by Pope Benedict XVI at the Angelus last Sunday, July 16.

 3).In reality, the Lebanese have the right to see the integrity and sovereignty of their country respected, the Israelis the right to live in peace in their State, and the Palestinians have the right to have their own free and sovereign homeland.

  4). At this sorrowful moment, His Holiness also makes an appeal to charitable organizations to help all the people struck by this pitiless conflict." (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 20/7/2006, righe 16 parole 219)  
23 July 2006 - Angelus

VATICAN - “I forcibly renew my appeal to the conflicting parties to begin an immediate cease-fire, to allow the passage of humanitarian aid and, with the support of the international community, to seek ways to begin negotiations.”: the Pope’s Angelus reflection on the Day of Prayer and Penance for Peace in the Middle East 

Les Combes (Agenzia Fides) – At midday today, before praying the Angelus with thousands of pilgrims and local residents at Les Combes in the Italian region of Valle d'Aosta where he is spending a brief vacation, the Pope renewed the appeal he launched last Thursday for a cease-fire in the Middle East. After recalling how, following the worsening of the situation in the Middle East, he had proclaimed this Sunday as a special day of prayer and penance, inviting pastors, faithful and all believers to implore from God the gift of peace, the Holy Father said: "I forcibly renew my appeal to the conflicting parties to begin an immediate cease-fire, to allow the passage of humanitarian aid and, with the support of the international community, to seek ways to begin negotiations. I take this opportunity to reaffirm the right of the Lebanese to the integrity and sovereignty of their country, the right of the Israelis to live in peace in their State and the right of the Palestinians to have their own free and sovereign state.” Benedict XVI then expressed his “particular closeness to the "defenseless civilian population, unjustly involved in a conflict of which they are only victims: both those in Galilee who are forced to live in shelters, and the great multitudes of Lebanese who, once again, are seeing their country destroyed and have been forced to abandon everything to seek refuge elsewhere.”. The Pope said he prayed to God “that the vast majority of people's aspiration to peace may be realized as soon as possible, through the harmonious commitment of leaders. I also renew my appeal to all charitable organizations to bring those people the concrete expression of shared solidarity”.

Benedict XVI then recalled that Saturday was the feast of St. Mary Magdalene, "the Lord's disciple who occupies a leading role in the Gospels” and added that her story reminds everyone of a fundamental truth: “a disciple of Christ is one who has experienced human weakness, had the humility to ask for His help, has been cured by Him and set out to follow him, becoming a witness to the power of his merciful love, stronger than sin and death.” Lastly, the Pope asked for prayers so that  “the beloved peoples of the Middle East renounce the path of armed conflict and decide to build with the audacity of dialogue a just and lasting peace”. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 24/7/2006 – righe 25, parole 366)

See the Pope’s address in Italian

http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/pontefici/pontefice.php?id=568
23 July 2006 – Reflection at the parish church of Rhemes Saint-Georges in Val d’Aosta, on the occasion of the Day of Prayer and Penance for Peace in the Middle East  

VATICAN - Pope Benedict XVI visits parish church of Rhemes Saint-Georges in Val d’Aosta: “God does not oppose violence with stronger violence. To violence he opposes the very opposite: love, to the very end, to His Cross. This is God’s humble way of winning: with His love – and this is the only possible way – He limits violence.”

Les Combes (Agenzia Fides) – In the late afternoon of Sunday 23 July, the day he had called the Church everywhere to pray for peace in the Middle East, Pope Benedict XVI made an unexpected visit to pray for peace at the parish church of Rhemes Saint-Georges in Val d’Aosta, where he is spending a short holiday. Speaking without a written text the Pope reflected on St Paul’s Letter to the Ephesians (cfr Eph 2,13-18) recalling that Christ through his death put an end to enmity and united us in His peace. However struck by the contrast with the reality we see, since “there is still war among Christians, Muslims and Jews; and there are others who foment war and everything is still filled with enmity and violence” we are tempted to ask the Lord : “Where is the effectiveness of your sacrifice? Where in history is this peace your Apostle tells us about?”. “We men cannot resolve the mystery of history– the Pope said -, the mystery of human freedom to say "no" to God’s peace. We are unable to resolve the whole mystery of the God/man relationship, of His action and our response. We must accept the mystery”.

Among the elements the Lord offers in response to our question the Pope mentioned “the great reality of the communion of the universal Church, of all peoples, the network of Eucharistic communion which transcends frontiers of cultures, civilisations, peoples and time”. Within the Body of Christ there are islands of peace in the world: “the great saints of charity created "oases" of this peace of God in the world which again and again kindle His light, and again and again reconcile and build peace. There are the martyrs who suffered with Christ bearing witness to this peace, of love which limits violence … The Lord triumphed on the Cross. He conquered not with a new empire, not with force more powerful than others and able to destroy them … This is God’s way of conquering: to violence he does not oppose stronger violence. To violence he opposes the very opposite: love, to the very end, to His Cross. This is God’s humble way of winning: with His love – and this is the only possible way – He limits violence. This way of winning appears to us to be very slow, but it is only way of overcoming evil, of stopping violence and we must put our trust in this divine way of winning”.

The Pope continued: “Today in a multicultural and multireligious world many are tempted to say: "For peace in the world among religions and cultures it is best not to speak too much about the specificity of Christianity, of Jesus, the Church, the Sacraments. We must be content with the things we have more or less in common…". However this is not so. Precisely at this moment – the moment when there is the greatest abuse of God’s name  – we need a God who wins on the cross, who wins not through violence but with His love. Precisely at this moment we need the Face of Christ, in order to know the true Face of God and be able in this way bring reconciliation and light to the world.”

Last of all the Pope recalled that what each of us can do is to bear witness to our love and our faith “above all by crying out to God: we can pray! We are certain that the Father listens to the cry of his children”. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 25/6/2006, righe 36, parole 579)

See the Pope’s address in Italian

http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/pontefici/pontefice.php?id=569
VERBA PONTIFICIS

Dialogue
“From 3 to 5 July an important Summit of Religious Leaders will be held in Moscow, organised by the Inter-religious Council of Russia. At the invitation of the Patriarch of Moscow, the Catholic Church will be taking part with its own Delegation. I wish to send my cordial greetings to His Holiness Alexei II and to all the participants. This significant meeting of so many exponents of the world's religions indicates the common desire to promote dialogue among the civilisations and the quest for a more just and peaceful world order. I hope that with the sincere commitment of everyone, effective cooperation will be found, in mutual respect and understanding, in order to face the current challenges. For Christians, it is a matter of learning to know one another ever more deeply and to respect one another in the light of the dignity of the human being and his eternal destiny. As I offer the assurance of my prayers that God will make the work of the Summit fruitful, I invoke upon everyone an abundance of God's Blessings”. (2 July 2006 – Angelus) 
Family
“In short, the family is a living organism in which there is a reciprocal exchange of gifts. The important thing is that the Word of God, which keeps the flame of faith alive, never be lacking.  In a most significant gesture, during the rite of Baptism the father or godfather lights a candle from the great Paschal Candle, the symbol of the Risen Christ, and turning to the relatives of the child, the celebrant says:  [this child] of yours has been enlightened by Christ. [He/she is] to walk always as [a child] of the light". If it is to be authentic, this gesture, in which there is all the meaning of the transmission of faith in the family, must be preceded and accompanied by the commitment of the parents to deepen their knowledge of their own faith, reviving its flame through prayer and the assiduous reception of the Sacraments of Confession and the Eucharist”. (2 July 2006 – Angelus) 
“Faith, then, is not merely a cultural heritage, but the constant working of the grace of God who calls and our human freedom, which can respond or not to his call. Even if no one can answer for another person, Christian parents are still called to give a credible witness of their Christian faith and hope. The need to ensure that God’s call and the good news of Christ will reach their children with the utmost clarity and authenticity. As the years pass, this gift of God which the parents have helped set before the eyes of the little ones will also need to be cultivated with wisdom and gentleness, in order to instil in them a capacity for discernment. Thus, with the constant witness of the their parents’ conjugal love, permeated with a living faith, and with the loving accompaniment of the Christian community, children will be helped better to appropriate the gift of their faith, to discover the deepest meaning of their own lives and to respond with joy and gratitude. The Christian family passes on the faith when parents teach their children to pray and when they pray with them (cf. Familiaris Consortio, 60); when they lead them to the sacraments and gradually introduce them to the life of the Church; when all join in reading the Bible, letting the light of faith shine on their family life and praising God as our Father. In contemporary culture, we often see an excessive exaltation of the freedom of the individual as an autonomous subject, as if we were self-created and self-sufficient, apart from our relationship with others and our responsibilities in their regard. Attempts are being made to organise the life of society on the basis of subjective and ephemeral desires alone, with no reference to objective, prior truths such as the dignity of each human being and his inalienable rights and duties, which every social group is called to serve”. (9 July 2006 - Homily Valencia World Meeting of Families) 
“The joyful love with which our parents welcomed us and accompanied our first steps in this world is like a sacramental sign and prolongation of the benevolent love of God from which we have come. The experience of being welcomed and loved by God and by our parents is always the firm foundation for authentic human growth and authentic development, helping us to mature on the way towards truth and love, and to move beyond ourselves in order to enter into communion with others and with God. To help us advance along the path of human maturity, the Church teaches us to respect and foster the marvellous reality of the indissoluble marriage between man and woman which is also the origin of the family. To recognise and assist this institution is one of the greatest services which can be rendered nowadays to the common good and to the authentic development of individuals and societies, as well as the best means of ensuring the dignity, equality and true freedom of the human person. This being the case, I want to stress the importance and the positive role which the Church’s various family associations are playing in support of marriage and the family. Consequently, "I wish to call on all Christians to collaborate cordially and courageously with all people of good will who are serving the family in accordance with their responsibility" (Familiaris Consortio, 86), so that by joining forces in a legitimate plurality of initiatives they will contribute to the promotion of the authentic good of the family in contemporary society. Let us return for a moment to the first reading of this Mass, drawn from the Book of Esther. The Church at prayer has seen in this humble queen interceding with all her heart for her suffering people, a prefigurement of Mary, whom her Son has given to us all as our Mother; a prefigurement of the Mother who protects by her love God’s family on its earthly pilgrimage. Mary is the image and model of all mothers, of their great mission to be guardians of life, of their mission to be teachers of the art of living and of the art of loving. The Christian family - father, mother and children - is called, then, to do all these things not as a task imposed from without, but rather as a gift of the sacramental grace of marriage poured out upon the spouses. If they remain open to the Spirit and implore his help, he will not fail to bestow on the them the love of God the Father made manifest and incarnate in Christ. The presence of the Spirit will help spouses not to lose sight of the source and criterion of their love and self-giving, and to cooperate with him to make it visible and incarnate in every aspect of their lives. The Spirit will also awaken in them a yearning for the definitive encounter with Christ in the house of his Father and our Father. And this is the message of hope that, from Valencia, I wish to share with all the families of the world. Amen.”. (9 July 2006 – Homily, Valencia, World Meeting of Families) 
“I greet all the English-speaking participants who have gathered from various parts of the world. I trust that your experiences here will have strengthened your commitment to promoting the integrity of family life. May God abundantly bless you and all those you represent, and through the intercession of Mary, Mother of the Church, may you and your families be filled with the wisdom of her Son. I warmly embrace all the families here present, as well as those who have taken part in this celebration through radio, television and the other communications media. I commend all families to the protection of the Holy Family of Nazareth. Following its quiet example, may families help their children to grow in wisdom, age and grace before God and men”. (9 July 2006 – Angelus, Valencia, World Meeting of Families)
St John
“In the Church of Jerusalem, John occupied an important position in supervising the first group of Christians. Indeed, Paul lists him among those whom he calls the "pillars" of that community (cf. Gal 2: 9). In fact, Luke in the Acts presents him together with Peter while they are going to pray in the temple (cf. Acts 3: 1-4, 11) or appear before the Sanhedrin to witness to their faith in Jesus Christ (cf. Acts 4: 13, 19). Together with Peter, he is sent to the Church of Jerusalem to strengthen the people in Samaria who had accepted the Gospel, praying for them that they might receive the Holy Spirit (cf. Acts 8: 14-15). In particular, we should remember what he affirmed with Peter to the Sanhedrin members who were accusing them: "We cannot but speak of what we have seen and heard" (Acts 4: 20). It is precisely this frankness in confessing his faith that lives on as an example and a warning for all of us always to be ready to declare firmly our steadfast attachment to Christ, putting faith before any human calculation or concern.”. (5 July 2006 – Audience) 
“According to tradition, John is the "disciple whom Jesus loved", who in the Fourth Gospel laid his head against the Teacher's breast at the Last Supper (cf. Jn 13: 23), stood at the foot of the Cross together with the Mother of Jesus (cf. Jn 19: 25) and lastly, witnessed both the empty tomb and the presence of the Risen One himself (cf. Jn 20: 2; 21: 7). We know that this identification is disputed by scholars today, some of whom view him merely as the prototype of a disciple of Jesus. Leaving the exegetes to settle the matter, let us be content here with learning an important lesson for our lives: the Lord wishes to make each one of us a disciple who lives in personal friendship with him. To achieve this, it is not enough to follow him and to listen to him outwardly: it is also necessary to live with him and like him. This is only possible in the context of a relationship of deep familiarity, imbued with the warmth of total trust. This is what happens between friends; for this reason Jesus said one day: "Greater love has no man than this, that a man lay down his life for his friends.... No longer do I call you servants, for the servant does not know what his master is doing; but I have called you friends, for all that I have heard from my Father I have made known to you" (Jn 15: 13, 15). In the apocryphal Acts of John, the Apostle is not presented as the founder of Churches nor as the guide of already established communities, but as a perpetual wayfarer, a communicator of the faith in the encounter with "souls capable of hoping and of being saved" (18: 10; 23: 8). All is motivated by the paradoxical intention to make visible the invisible. And indeed, the Oriental Church calls him quite simply "the Theologian", that is, the one who can speak in accessible terms of the divine, revealing an arcane access to God through attachment to Jesus. ”. (5 July 2006 – Audience)
Holy Land
“I am following with growing concern the events in Iraq and the Holy Land. In the face of blind violence causing atrocious massacres on the one hand, and on the other, of the threat of a worsening crisis that has become even more dramatic in the last few days, there is a need for justice and for a seriousness and credible commitment to peace which, unfortunately, are not to be seen. I therefore ask everyone to join in a faithful and persevering prayer:  may the Lord illuminate our hearts and may no one shirk the duty of building a peaceful coexistence in the recognition that all people, wherever they come from, are brothers and sisters”. (2 July 2006 – Angelus).

“In recent days news from the Holy Land has been a cause of serious alarm to everyone, particularly because of the extension of aggressive actions also to Lebanon and the many victims among the civil population. At the root of these merciless contrasts, unfortunately, are objective situations of the violation of law and justice. But in no way can terrorist acts or reprisals be justified, especially when they have tragic consequences for the civilian population. These are not paths - as bitter experience shows - to positive results. Today, as I said, is dedicated to Our Lady of Carmel, a Mountain in the Holy Land only a few kilometres from Lebanon that dominates the Israeli city of Haifa, which has also recently been hit. Let us pray to Mary, Queen of Peace, to implore from God the fundamental gift of harmony, redirecting political leaders to the path of reason and opening up new possibilities for dialogue and understanding. With this in view, I invite the local Churches to raise special prayers for peace in the Holy Land and throughout the Middle East.”. (16 July 2006 – Angelus) “Last Thursday, in the face of the worsening situation in the Middle East, I had convoked for this Sunday a special day of prayer and penance, inviting Pastors, faithful and all believers to implore the gift of peace from God. I strongly renew my appeal to the Parties in conflict to immediately adopt a ceasefire, to permit the sending of humanitarian aid and to seek new ways with the support of the international community to begin negotiations. I take this opportunity to reaffirm the right of the Lebanese to the integrity and sovereignty of their Country, the right of the Israelis to live in peace in their State and the right of Palestinians to possess a free and sovereign Homeland. Furthermore, I am particularly close to the defenceless civilian populations, unjustly stricken in a conflict of which they are no more than victims:  both those in Galilee who have been forced to live in shelters and the great multitude of Lebanese who are once again seeing their Country destroyed and have had to leave everything to seek safety elsewhere. I raise a heartfelt prayer to God so that the aspiration to peace of the vast majority of the population will be realised as soon as possible through the unanimous commitment of those in charge. I also renew my appeal to all charitable organisations to convey to those peoples the material expression of common solidarity”. (23 July 2006 – Angelus) 
“We human beings cannot solve the mystery of history, the mystery of the human freedom to say "no" to God's peace. We cannot solve the whole mystery of the God-man relationship, of his action and our response. We must accept the mystery. Yet, elements of a response, which the Lord gives us, exist. A first element - this reconciliation of the Lord, his sacrifice - did not remain ineffective. There is the great reality of the communion of the universal Church, of all peoples, and the network of Eucharistic Communion that reaches beyond the boundaries of cultures, civilisations, peoples and times. There is this communion and these "islands of peace" in Christ's Body. They exist. And they constitute forces of peace in the world. If we look at history, we can see the great saints of charity who created "oases" of this peace of God in the world, who have always kindled his light anew and were always better able to reconcile people and create peace. Then there are the martyrs who suffered with Christ and bore this witness of peace and love that curbs violence”. (23 July 2006 – Reflection at the parish church of  Rhemes Saint-Georges in Val d’Aosta, on the Day of Prayer and Penance for Peace in the Middle East) 

INTERVENTUS SUPER QUAESTIONES

Dialogue
Vatican City - Representatives of the world’s Religions are meeting in Moscow 3-5 July at the invitation of the Patriarch of Moscow Alexis II. The Patriarch invited Religious leaders from 44 different countries, including Muslims, Jews, Buddhists, Shinto, various Christian denominations and a Holy See Delegation of eight members led by Cardinal Walter Kasper, president of the Pontifical Council for the Promotion of Christian Unity, and including four other Cardinals Paul Poupard, Roger Etchegaray, Godfried Danneels and Edgar McCarrick. 

The purpose of the Summit is to encourage an exchange of opinions on the role of religion in society today, and discuss questions such as dialogue and collaboration among civilisations, human rights, moral responsibility, protection of the family and human life, respect for religious sentiments, the role of the media, responsibility for creation.

In his intervention Cardinal Paul Poupard, president of the Pontifical Councils for Culture and Inter-religious Dialogue said that in general, trust between believers in different faiths is increasing.

“As religious leaders, ​said Cardinal Paul Poupard, we are today very concerned about the orientations of political systems primarily focused on economic power to the detriment of justice and solidarity, and about the crisis of values sweeping across entire swathes of the world's population, notably the young, posing serious questions for the future of humanity.. “The globalisation of cultural models empty of humanising values favours the loss of identity of entire sections of our societies, as they drown in the artificial uniformity of an economic model with universal pretensions... For the European Continent, Christianity has been a primordial factor of unity between peoples and their cultures. For two Millennia, it has continuously promoted an integral vision man and his rights and duties, and the history of a great number of nations witnesses to its extraordinary cultural fecundity... For its part, the Catholic Church is resolutely engaged in intercultural and inter-religious dialogue, aware of the irreplaceable role of religions in the humanisation of society, of their capacity to work at its heart as authentic leaven able to enrich the exchanges between people and their culture on the highest values without which man would become a wolf for man”. 

The Cardinal said he would conclude his address quoting “His Eminence Metropolitan Kyrill of Smolensk and Kaliningrad: <The crisis toward which globalisation is leading humanity can only be avoided by common efforts of all believers and all people of good will in the domain of ethical formation of the person, the creation of a just foundation for coexistence of men.>.”

The Summit is due to issue a message addressed to G8 nations heads of state, political leaders, public opinion and all members of the different religious communities.

See Cardinal Poupard’s intervention English and French

http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/2006/pcpc_040706.html

(AP) (4/7/2006 Agenzia Fides; Righe:37; Parole:456)

Family
Toledo - "O God our Father we praise and thank you. You love and guide all nations, accompany our country’s steps at times difficult but filled with hope. Let us see signs of your presence and experience the power of your unfailing love.  Lord Jesus, Son of God and Saviour of the world, you became man born of the Virgin Mary, we believe in you and have faith in you. May your Gospel be light and strength for personal and social decisions. May your law of love guide our civil community on paths of justice and solidarity, reconciliation and peace, unity and freedom.  Holy Spirit, love of the Father and the Son,  with confidence we call on you. You are  the teacher of hearts, show us the thoughts and ways of God. Help us see human events through eyes which are pure and penetrating, to safeguard our people’s legacy of holiness and civilisation, and to convert our minds and hearts in order to build a new society.  Virgin Mary, Mother of God and our Mother, Queen of mercy, look down on your people, on this land “of Mary”. Come to our help, show Jesus to us. With you may the people of Spain live according to God’s will which is always for the best".  This prayer was issued by Cardinal Antonio Cañizares Llovera, Archbishop of Toledo and Primate of Spain who asked for to be recited before the final blessing at daily Masses all over the country. He also asked for the following special petition to be added to the prayers of the faithful: “We pray for Spain: that the nation’s democratic institutions and people may promote truth, freedom, justice and peace, unity, harmony and full recognition of the human rights of every person".  The Spanish Bishops’ Conference of Spain has also urged Catholics to pray for the country. The request was made in a final statement issued at the end of  a recent plenary assembly at which the Bishops reflected on the present religious, cultural, social and political situation in Spain.  Furthermore Cardinal Cañizares writes in a recent pastoral letter "No one can overlook the fact  that the country is living a crucial hour, especially under certain important aspects and that we need the help of God, because without Him we can do nothing". The Cardinal also calls for special prayer at every Mass on 25 July the feast day of Spain’s the patron, Saint James that the country may remain faithful to its Christian roots and maintain its  historic national unity.  The Cardinal recalls that to love and pray for one’s country is a duty included in the Fourth Commandment, “it has nothing to do with politics or political parties instead it is a duty of charity’, he says adding that as long as the present situation lasts Catholics must pray incessantly for the country’s people, cities and  democratic institutions.  Also Cardinal Antonio Mª Rouco Varela, Archbishop of Madrid, in a letter addressed to the priests of his diocese, asked for a public prayer for Spain, as well as prayers for the nation at every Mass. (RG) (Agenzia Fides 5/7/2006, righe 39, parole 558)       

See Cardinal Cañizares’  letter in Spanish 

http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/chieselocali/chieselocali.php?id=283
Valencia - Bishop Orlando Antonio Corrales García, of the diocese of Palmira in Colombia is one of the numerous bishops in Valencia for the 5th World Meeting for Families. Fides asked him what impression he has of the event.  

Bishop Garcia how do you see the situation of the family?  

There are many shadows and difficulties, as it is emerging from the Theological-pastoral Congress taking place here. But at the same time we see great efforts being made to support families. In my diocese of Palmira, in Colombia, we support a Family Counselling Centre with the help of the Pontifical Bolivian University. Much is being done all over Colombia to intensifying courses of preparation for marriage to strengthen families and homes.   

How can the Congress help in the present context?  

 I think these are things everyone knows, but they must be underlined because the family makes the person, for better or for worse, in different aspects of life, especially in education to the faith. Not all families teach the faith to the children, but those who do teach Christian values obtain good results. In this sense the theme of the congress is important and urgent in the world and for Latin American countries in particular.  

What is the significance of the Pope’s visit to Spain in the present situation ?

 I place great hope in this visit. First of all it will strengthen Catholics and all those who follow the Church’s teaching with regard to the family. It is important to strengthen families who want to live as John Paul II urged "The Gospel of the Family and Life". I hope Pope Benedict XVI’s  voice will give Spaniards and everyone strength to continue to work in the respective countries to support families.  
I cannot say whether the visit will have an impact on people with different ideas who want to give the status of marriage between a man and woman to unmarried couples and even to same sex unions. Let us hope the Pope’s presence and words will make them think more deeply and realise that the Church does not discriminate against anyone, she simply defends the sacred, human essence of marriage. Rather than limiting the life of people it is a question of opening life to broader horizons. (JO/RG) (Agenzia Fides  6/7/2006) 

Madrid - “The Spanish Bishops wrote a letter to Pope Benedict XVI to thank him for travelling to Spain to close the 5th World Meeting of Families. They said his visit “confirmed Catholics in the faith and filled them with joy”.


In the letter dated 13 July and drafted during the first meeting of the Standing Committee of the Bishops’ Conference after the Pope’s visit  the Bishops said: “We thank you for the message you left with us and we are all, bishops, clergy and laity, families in particular, ready to announce with new vigour the good news of the family based on matrimony". The letter is signed by Bishop Ricardo Blázquez Pérez  president of the Spanish Bishops’ Conference, Cardinal Antonio Cañizares Llovera, Archbishop of Toledo, vice president, Cardinal Antonio Mª Rouco Varela, Archbishop of Madrid; Cardinal Carlos Amigo Vallejo, Archbishop of Seville; Archbishop Luis Martínez Sistach of Barcelona; Archbishop Carlos Osoro Sierra of Oviedo and Fr. Juan A. Martínez Camino, secretary general of the Spanish Bishops’ Conference.  

The Standing Committee also sent a letter to Archbishop Agustín García Gasco of  Valencia, who hosted the event, thanking him “for the hard work crowned with the success of the unforgettable event”. They also thanked all the many "church, state, municipal and other authorities and institutions and numerous individuals especially the generous volunteers". "The fruit of the Encounter with the Pope will be ever more joyful and convinced announcement of the family based on matrimony" the Bishops conclude. (RG) (Agenzia Fides 14/7/2006, righe 23, parole 310)   
Mission
Albury - Speaking last Tuesday in Albury to 60 priests and monks from the Australian Confraternity of Catholic Clergy, apostolic nuncio Archbishop Ambrose Battista De Paoli, emphasised the importance of "living Christianity” to face the challenges facing the main Christian Churches in Australia. Pennsylvania-born Archbishop Ambrose Battista De Paoli, a priest for 45 years, fluent in French, Italian and Spanish,  was appointed an archbishop in 1983 after diplomatic service in Zambia, Venezuela, Canada and the Vatican. Since 1983, he has been the Vatican's nuncio or delegate in Sri Lanka, South Africa, Lesotho, Swaziland, Namibia, Botswana and Japan. He has worked in Canberra since March last year. "After Sri Lanka, Africa and Japan, it's a different world in the same world," he said. Each area has its own particular challenge.  The biggest challenge for (Australian) mainstream churches, of which the Catholics are part, is the decline in numbers attending worship weekly or periodically. A lot of other religious expressions are coming up, many of them offshoots of Christianity as such. They have their own style which somewhat clashes with the traditions of the main churches." But Archbishop De Paoli said that Christianity was more than going to church. It was rather a matter of people "living their Christianity" and also demonstrating that lifestyle to non-Christians. Today in Australia there is a reawakening of religious sentiment especially among young people. The main problems, common to many western societies, are religious indifference, increasing secularism and hedonism. Major challenges include strengthening Christian identity, formation in the faith in view of authentic witnesses to Christ and new evangelisation. Important agents for new evangelisation are the laity, young people especially and church movements and communities. An opportunity for evangelisation is undoubtedly offered by the preparation and celebration for the  World Youth Day to be held in Sydney 2008. At the meeting with the clergy in Albury local Catholics expressed the hope that Pope Benedict XVI may travel to Australia on the occasion of that major Church event in two years time. (PA) (Agenzia Fides 13/7/2006  righe 27 parole 278)

Vatican City – In September 97 newly appointed Bishops will travel to Rome from 44 different mission areas in Africa, Asia, America and Oceania to take part in a Study Seminar organised by the Congregation for the Evangelisation of Peoples (CEP). These Seminars for newly appointed Bishop of missionary territories have become a regular feature. The last one, held in September 2004, was attended by 169 Bishops from English-speaking countries.    The Seminar to be held 10 to 23 September at the Pontifical College San Paolo Apostolo in Rome, will be opened by the Prefect of the Congregation for the Evangelisation of Peoples Cardinal Ivan Dias who will illustrate the origin, development and duties of the CEP and the main difficulties encountered in missionary activity today. To follow there will be addresses by CEP secretary Archbishop Robert Sarah on the colleges and universities for which the Congregation is responsible and Archbishop Henryk Hoser, CEP secretary adjunct and president of the Pontifical Mission Societies, one the structures and duties of the Societies. The daily programme will include two morning conferences followed by question time and discussion and in the afternoon group discussion and sharing emerging reflections. The ‘student’ Bishops will listen to talks by 13 cardinals, Nicolas de Jesus Lopez Rodriguez, Alfonso Lopez Trujillo, Paul Poupard, Christoph Schonborn, Agostino Vallini, Carlo Caffarra, Dario Castrillon Hoyos, Zenon Grocholewski, William Levada, Javier Lozano Barragan, Franc Rodé, Renato Martino and Attilio Nicora and 5 archbishops or bishops Eterovic, Lajolo, Lebulu, Otsuka and Cordes. Two CEP officials, Mgr Boarotto and Fr. Koonamparampil explain the activity of the Congregation for the Evangelisation of Peoples.   Conferences and reflections will focus on the three duties of the bishop ‘teach, sanctify and govern’ with attention for special situations in mission territories”. The Seminar will treat various themes including spirituality, formation, evangelisation, social doctrine, inter-religious dialogue, liturgy, family pastoral care, health pastoral care. On Sunday 17 September the Bishops will make a pilgrimage and the Seminar will end on Saturday 23 September with a concelebrated Mass at the tomb of St Peter the Apostle followed by an audience with Pope Benedict XVI. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 29/7/2006; Righe 29 - Parole 358)

Peace

Gulu – Archbishop John Baptist Odama of Gulu in northern Uganda launched a call to the Ugandan government and the rebels of the Lord’s Resistance Army to reach a peace agreement. The Catholic archbishop made the appeal on the occasion of the annual Holy Childhood celebration held in San Kizito, at Amuru parish, 17 km from Gulu in the new district of Amaru. In his appeal Archbishop Odama recalled that precisely children are the principal victims of the conflict between the army and notorious LRA militia in whose ranks there are numerous abducted children, made to become child soldiers. It is estimated that in 20 years of civil war in northern Uganda LRA militia abducted at least 35,000 children to fight. Archbishop Odama is chairman of the Acholi Religious Leaders Peace Initiative (ARLPI) whose members,  religious leaders in the north and east of Uganda, have called for years on the parties to engage in dialogue to end the conflict. Parish priest at Amuru, Fr. Romano Ouma, said that the second largest camp of displaced persons (50,000) is in that area. In recent weeks new hopes have arisen for peace in the region. There will be time until 12 September to reach an agreement with the rebels. This was decided by Ugandan President Yoweri Museveni, who has allowed 40 extra days to reach a cease fire with the LRA militia. Before the end of September the Ugandan parliament is due to amend the amnesty law to include LRS leader Joseph Kony, and his four captains on the list of the beneficiaries despite the fact that they are wanted by the International Penal Court IPC at the Hague. Last week Museveni offered the LRA leaders total amnesty if talks were successful. But the LRA rejected the offer, saying it was  “insignificant”. In the meantime the IPC is pressing the governments of  Uganda, Democratic R. Congo and Sudan to carry out international warrants for arrest. (L.M.) (Agenzia Fides 12/7/2006 righe 34 parole 389)

Holy Land

Tunisia - Catholics in Tunisia will join Pope’s Benedict XVI initiative for a Day of Prayer and Penance on Sunday 23 July to obtain from God the gift of peace in the Middle East, Fides was informed by Fr Eugene Elias a member of the Institute of the Incarnate Word who is on mission in Tunisia. The local Catholic community in Tunis is composed mainly of foreign residents many from sub-Saharan Africa "and they know all about war and conflict and cannot remain insensitive". The Bishops’ Conference offices issued a request to all Catholic parishes and mission in Tunisia to offer special prayers for peace in communion with the Pope at Sunday Masses. "Actually this intention has been made in masses in the cathedral and elsewhere since the beginning of this latest crisis in the Middle East " the missionary said.   Fr. Elias continued quoting the Pope – “Informed of the serious conditions of the affected people the faithful realise the need to pray for an immediate cease fire, and the opening of humanitarian corridors to help the afflicted people and for reasonable and responsible negotiations to put an end to the objective situation of injustice in that region". The words of the Pope were brief but enlightened the priest said: “the Lebanese have the right to national sovereignty, the Israelis have the right to live in peace within their own state and the Palestinians have the right to a free and sovereign nation”. In a region of such tension Fr. Elias stresses "the grave responsibility of the media and the political and social leaders because information and declarations can contribute towards creating the necessary conditions for dialogue or on the contrary, exasperate  souls".   He also recalls, besides the present humanitarian emergency,  the ongoing humanitarian crisis, in this area where several generations have grown up “in an atmosphere of mistrust, hatred, terror and desperation ", but where there are also  "many who long for a just and lasting peace, but find it difficult to make the voices heard”. And there are many who have put aside hatred and “are praying for peace and assisting the victims of the conflict". Fr. Elias says prayer is indispensable "for fostering in hearts a desire for justice and reconciliation, the starting point for seeing the human face even of the enemy and finding solutions of justice and from many possibilities, those technically most suitable for the resolution of conflict". (RG) (Agenzia Fides 22/7/2006; righe 32, parole 471)   

Beirut - The Superior of the Society of Saint Paul in Lebanon, Paulist Father Elias Aghaei told Fides about the situation in Beirut: “Things are very difficult. There is destruction everywhere. The people are frightened and demoralised. The number of refugees continues to grow. So far Catholic Religious Houses and Institutions have suffered no damage and many are sheltering homeless families. But war continues to take lives and destroy indispensable infrastructures. Innocent civilians suffer the consequences of bombing. At least 4,000 refugees from the south have arrived in the area of Harissa, where we have our House. We are trying to meet their needs, shelter, food, but our provisions, medicines especially are insufficient, life is extremely difficult for everyone. Yesterday, Sunday, prayers for peace were said in all the churches. We hope the international community and the political leaders at the Conference in Rome this week will succeed in stopping the bombing of Lebanon. Then they must discuss once again the old question of how to settle the conflict in the Middle East which has lasted for fifty years”. (PA) (Agenzia Fides 24/7/2006  righe 24 parole 241)

QUAESTIONES

VATICAN - AVE MARIA Rev Luciano Alimandi - “Our Lady and the Visitation” 

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) – One of the outstanding events in the life of Jesus and Mary is undoubtedly the one narrated by Luke in the chapters dedicated to the childhood of Jesus: the Visitation (cfr. Lk 1, 39-56). It is moving to contemplate the journey undertaken by Blessed Virgin Mary to visit Elizabeth, Mary who carried the infant Jesus “under her heart”, to say it with a famous German Advent hymn. 

That journey became memorable for Christian communities, for the Church, in the early days and down through the centuries. Contemplating the Visitation we discover all the many visitations she has made to carry the Presence of Christ to everyone as on her way she turns all towards the good, the Supreme Good,. 

How could John the Baptist become the Precursor without that Visitation? Christ, carried by Mary, visited and sanctified His cousin. Our Lady, like the Monstrance, does not keep for herself  the splendour of the Truth and the Love of the Saviour, on the contrary she shows it, she gives it as only a Mother can. Those two mothers, Mary and Elizabeth, so similar and yet so different from one another, with their encounter brought about the encounter of their sons. In that explosion of joy, wrapped in Mystery, Elizabeth cried “how does this happen to me, that the mother of my Lord should come to me”! (Lk 1, 43)

“The Mother of my Lord”: what an exceptional title the Holy Spirit put on the lips of Elisabeth! There is no competition between Mother and Son. Elisabeth understands him so well that she praises the Son together with the Mother. 

Our Lady of the Visitation is the Mother of Divine Mercy: mercy which she more than anyone else experienced. Yes, wherever she goes, whoever she visits, Mary carries with her the ineffable gift of God’s unconditioned Love: Love not conditioned or lessened by our sins because God “makes his sun rise over the bad and the good” (Mt 5, 45). We can say that the “womb” – the physical womb of our own mother and the immaculate womb of Mary and the Church -, are places of mercy par excellence, where we have the vital experience of the deepest and most personal caring; here we are safe we are protected, “tranquil and serene like weaned infants” (Ps 131, 2); nothing troubles us because we are totally immersed in life. The Gospel command to “become like children” (Mt 18,3), a compulsory path for our conversion to God, must pass through Mary and the Church: the only womb which protects us and enables us to experience the saving encounter with the Lord Jesus. This Woman, who became a womb for the Lord Jesus, by the same Lord was empowered to “visit” and to  “welcome” each of us as in the womb. With Elisabeth therefore we repeat gratefully and joyfully: “how does this happen to me, that the mother of my Lord should come to me?”. (Agenzia Fides 5/6/2006 – righe  34, parole 477)

VATICAN - WORDS OF DOCTRINE don Nicola Bux and don Salvatore Vitiello – “Updating the Church and the role of the Roman Curia” 

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) – Since the ecclesiastical institution has a human face it is always in need of revision from the head to the furthest ramifications. Now the Church of Rome, mother and head of all Churches, is in quite a visible position; at the centre is her Bishop, the “golden lampstand”. Each Bishop of Rome in his time must continue ongoing revision of the Church – in the sense of continual revision -, or the Living Christ would remove the lampstand (cfr Revelation 2,5).

In what does this revision consist? Many are familiar with the patristic expression “Casta meretrix” re-launched by Urs von Balthasar, with regard to the Church: like Rahab, the harlot in Jericho who sheltered Israelite scouts saving them from the sentinels; so in the famous conquest in turn she was spared by a red rope hanging down to the walls from a window. Red like blood, prefiguring another blood which was to save from enmity. The Church which for two thousand years has mixed unafraid with all peoples and nations, is made of human persons. The Church has never sided with the ‘Cathars’ (from the Greek ‘pure’) just as Jesus did not side with the just – today we would say the honest – his aim was not to engage in battle or organise pro-legality protests – his goal is the purification of the heart by means of the splendid news of forgiveness. Saint Ambrose used to say: “The Church has water and tears: the water of baptism and the tears of repentance”. If she is the friendship of Jesus Christ, we know how He treated his friends, even traitors like Peter and Judas, careerists like the sons of Zebedee, unbelievers like Thomas and Philip  – and we have described half of the Twelve – : he looked at them with compassion and mercy, drawing from the very worst, the very best. 

This revision starts with Peter’s self judgement: “Depart from me Lord, I am a sinful man”; which is at the beginning of each Sacrament: before celebrating the divine mysteries we recognise our sins. This awareness must accompany us every day, to keep us detached from any charge or seat, and keep us in the provisional state of administrators of the Lord’s vineyard, humble workers as Pope Benedict XVI said. The duty of the Roman Curia is simply to make fruitful the vineyard the Lord has planted in the world, the Church, which knows she is composite, a mixed dough. After the Council there was much talk of leaven, but this serves for the dough, and in function of the dough. If we separate ourselves from the dough or the darnel before the Last Day we fall into Catharism and Protestantism going against divine patience and human freedom. This is postulated by the structure of the Incarnation, with the divine within the human; it is demanded by the structure of the sacrament, divine word which renders effective material; it is the very structure of man, flesh and spirit, which can never be separated despite the struggle between opposing needs. It was to this humanity inhabited by divinity that Jesus alluded when he added: “and blessed is the one who takes no offence at me”(Mt 11,6; Lk 7,23). No one possesses purity exclusively, we must all beg for it with humility, because we are kneaded with weaknesses, we are material until the end of time. 
Therefore also the Roman Curia must be an environment of friendship in Christ who demands that we walk in love: especially love for the universal Church. There can be no room for bureaucrats, but rather clerics and lay people who love the Church and in silence -  the Curia rotates around the Secretariat which comes from secret – they spend themselves in its service. This is why Pope Benedict XVI has given the example: revising but not breaking. This must be kept in mind also when we say that the Chair of Peter is a symbol and a guarantee of unity. (Agenzia Fides 6/7/2006 – righe 41, parole 602)

VATICAN - TOWARDS THE PRIESTHOOD -  Massimo Camisasca – “The liturgy is ongoing education”

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) -  The Liturgy, in a way, is the first place for the education and formation of a seminarian and this continues for the priest with ever deeper profundity. The Liturgy is an event which forms life, it is the original form of our knowledge of Christ. In the Liturgy Christ gives himself to us and becomes, in us and over and beyond us, source of knowledge. This is true of both the Sacraments and the Liturgy of the Hours. This is why tension for knowledge of Christ can never forget conscious participation in the Liturgy as experience of Christ, as communication to us of His wisdom by means of familiarity with the Old and new Testament, as prayer of Christ and to Christ. The Liturgy is the extraordinary school of our being and of our knowledge. Educating to the Liturgy is not the taste for liturgical aestheticism or the attempt to render interesting that which has ceased to be interesting because of our arbitrary word or gesture. Instead it is education to the essential form of Christian life and its mission. (Agenzia Fides 7/7/2006 – Righe 13; Parole 193)

ASIA/HOLY LAND - Fierce, tragic and ever more concerning the fire in the Middle East. Interview with Israeli Franciscan Father David Jaeger, a jurist, unanimously recognised among the major experts on the complex situation in the Middle East. Now - he says - the re-convocation of the 1991 Madrid Peace Conference is more urgent than ever.

Hezbollah enters the field on the border between Lebanon and Israel. The most recent confrontation involving Israel and Lebanon started on Wednesday morning with an attack launched from Lebanese territory on military and civilians in Israel. Difficult to describe Israel’s anger which has united - as never before- government army and people. Israel in fact already in the Spring of 2000, withdrew completely from Lebanese soil to the international frontier and this fact was ascertained and confirmed by the United Nations Organisation so that - people in Israel say - Lebanon had no reason whatsoever to start military action against the Jewish State. Israeli prime minister Olmert has said the attack was an act of war by the Republic of Lebanon which has failed to comply with the UN Security Council Resolution 1559. The Resolution ordered Lebanon to disarm Hezbollah and resume control of the south which instead is still in the hands of Hezbollah. Hezbollah itself, it is said in Israel, is funded and supplied by Iran, in order to keep the border with Israel a "hot spot". The strategic objective of Israel would be to force Lebanon, which has done so much to reclaim national sovereignty, to rid themselves of the intrusive presence of a hetero-directed armed organisation or -Israel warns - see the destruction of what was reconstructed with such effort in the years since the civil war. Yet, however the crisis develops, it is possible that at some point - as often in the past - a sort of truce may be reached and calm restored, relative calm as always, until the next time... It remains to be seen how much suffering and how much destruction will be inflicted and suffered on both sides of the border, before the always temporary conclusion. This all goes to show the fragility of mere truces and the necessity of a return to serious and supported searching for a lasting peace, negotiated, fair, inserted in the region as a whole. The Middle East and peace. They talk too much of the process and too little of peace. You have been saying this for a long time what do you mean exactly … For some years now this is what has been happening: they talk about the peace process, the impact which this or that development could have on the peace process. There seems to be a sort of “theology of the process", like the one which tried some years ago to supplant Christianity. Instead what they should do is to concentrate on peace, on the urgent need to reach a peace agreement between Israel and Palestine in order to put an end to decades of bloody conflict. 

The Madrid Peace Conference in 1991 put forward several proposals. Why are these ignored? 
The Conference in Madrid, convoked in the Autumn of 1991 by George Bush thanks to the diplomatic ability of the then US Secretary of State James Baker, was to serve as a framework for bilateral peace talks between Israel and its neighbours, Palestine above all naturally. The Conference was accepted by all the participants on the basis of the letter of invitation which specified its binding premises. After the first session, the Conference has never met again and appears to have been forgotten. Seeing the ever greater difficulty for the Israelis and Palestinians today to come together to continue bilateral peace talks, the frame work of the Madrid Conference would appear to offer a suitable meeting place and sufficient rules for negotiations to resume seriously. Why it has been forgotten it is difficult to say, that is something for historians. Instead what statesmen of today should do is precisely this: convoke the meeting again to put the conflicting parties face to face, encourage them and accompany them closely, helping them to sign as soon as possible a peace agreement, the essential traits of which have been known to both sides for several years. 

Recently Pope Benedict XVI made repeated appeals for peace in the Holy Land

In his recent interventions the Pope would appear to want to remind heads of state and government and other statesmen affected by the conflict and its resolution, that to refuse to undertake serious talks and engage in negotiations which aim for peace is morally unacceptable. The Holy Father noted with sadness, in the present situation “there is a need for justice and for a seriousness and credible commitment to peace which, unfortunately, are not to be seen ". The Pope appealed to everyone to feel co-responsible for building peace " may no one shirk the duty of building a peaceful coexistence" in the Holy Land (after the Angelus 2 July). This duty he explained some time before (after the-Angelus on 29 June), belongs not only to "the Israeli and Palestinian leaders", it demands also " the generous contribution of the international community ". 


Jews, Muslims and Jerusalem. And Christians? 

The question of Jerusalem should be treated within the framework of peace talks with this proper characteristic: its solution depends not only on the two parties in conflict. In fact Israel and the Palestinians do not even have the authority to decide bilaterally the destiny of Jerusalem, seeing that the United Nations Organisation from the beginning stated that it forms an internationally "corpus separatum". To make any change in this juridical situation the United Nations Organisations would first have to ascertain that the ends of its original solution have been reached. 

For a long time the Church, the Holy See, has realised that the achievement of the ends of the UN resolution, demands at least the internationally guaranteed safeguarding in "the City of Jerusalem and surroundings" (was the UN wording) of the following values and fundamental rights:


"a)Freedom of religion and conscience for all
"b) The equality before the law of the three monotheistic religions and their institutions and followers in the City
"c) The proper identity and sacred character of the City and its universally significant religious and cultural heritage
"d) The Holy Places, the freedom of access to them and of worship in them
"e) The Regime of 'Status Quo' in those Holy Places where it applies".

All this is formulated in the Preamble of the Basic Agreement signed by the Holy See and the OLP on 15 February 2000. Obviously there is no reason why Israel should not endorse these commitments, which actually correspond to its policies so often announced; nor is there any reason why Israel, which intends to safeguard these values and respect these rights, should not willingly accept that they be internationally guaranteed. If in fact Israel and Palestine were to adhere to the same multilateral mechanism of guarantee for Jerusalem, the political destiny of the City (and the border line between the two states etc) could then be solved with bilateral negotiations. (Fides Service 13/7/2006)
VATICAN - Kumasi, in Ghana hosts 1st Regional Congress for the Promotion of the Liturgy in Africa Madagascar, organised by the Congregation for Divine Worship and Discipline of the Sacraments in collaboration with the Ghanaian Bishops’ Conference. 

Archbishop Albert Malcolm Ranjith, Secretary of the Congregation, told Fides New Agency: “The Congress was a blessing from the Lord because it gave new impulse to the efforts of those responsible for liturgy on that Continent to nourish the liturgical spirit of the African Church with ever greater commitment.”

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) – At the end of a “Congress for the Promotion of the Liturgy in Africa and Madagascar”, held in Ghana at the beginning of this month (5-9 July), Fides spoke with  Archbishop Albert Malcolm Ranjith. 

To underline the importance of the event, there was a special message sent by the Holy Father Pope Benedict XVI, who sees in the liturgical awakening of the continent and the profound spirituality of the African peoples, encouraging signs of hope for the future. Archbishop Ranjith explained that one of principal goals of the Congress was to identify together with the African Bishops ever more effective ways to help the faithful live Liturgical Celebrations as a source of faith and courage to witness.

The Congress brought together 100 delegate Bishops members of the respective Bishops’  Commissions for Liturgy, experts in liturgical discipline from all over the Sub-Saharan area and Madagascar (see Fides 4 July 2006). There were also meetings with prominent Government members and the present King of the ancient Ashanti Kingdom in Ghana. 

The most remarkable element of this Congress for the Promotion of the Liturgy was that for the first time it was held locally in the region rather than  in Rome. 

Some of the matters treated during the Congress are mentioned in the following interview. Whereas a final Report approved by the participants at the end of the Congress on the Liturgy will be released in the coming days.

Archbishop Ranjith this is not the first Congress for the Promotion of the Liturgy, the previous ones have been held here in Rome. Was the decision to make it regional, to go out to meet rather than to convoke here and to start with Africa something new, a clear sign of ever greater attention for the Church’s liturgy? 

Yes this was the first regional meeting. In the past these meetings were held in Rome and the representatives of local Churches came here to take part. This time we decided to make it a local Congress, to set it in the continent chosen as subject, like the meeting in Kumasi which has just ended. It was an opportunity to hear the voice of Africa there on the spot, to dialogue with them and take part in their local liturgies. The latter would have been impractical for a meeting here in Rome. 

Those liturgical celebrations were an opportunity for us to realise the variety of practices introduced through processes of inculturation. In this way we were able very gently to tell the Bishops what we found to be well done and what was not so well done. We did this very simply and respectfully and found great availability on the part of the Bishops to tackle the questions and deepen certain aspects of the liturgy. Rather than create difficulties, it was an opportunity for the participants to enter into dialogue with the different people responsible. Some of the Bishops were amazed when we explained certain aspects of the liturgy which they had hitherto not considered.

Archbishop Ranjith, so from your encounter, meeting locally to discuss sensitive issues there emerged the questions of formation …

Before reaching the question of formation, and therefore a journey towards a fuller understanding of the liturgy not only as a collection of rubrics but as the bearer of rich pastoral fruits for the Church, I would underline how important the Congress proved for stimulating a desire for more complete knowledge of all the profoundly spiritual aspects of the liturgy: transcendence, sense of the sacred and of mystery, profound interior participation  etc. 

We listened as Bishops and representatives of Bishops’ Commission in this field spoke on a theme so central for the Church as the Liturgy. We heard about the joys and successes but also concerns and difficulties. It was truly a time of fruitful dialogue between the universal Church and the continental Church, an exchange of ideas, dialogue inspired by the themes presented, proposed by experts in Rome and in Africa. 

This opened a general debate also with the input from the work of study groups. An authentic fraternal exchange of knowledge. We exposed the theological significance of the Mass and they shared with us their concerns and expectations. They are convinced that authentic inculturation cannot fail to enrich their people in spiritual and moral values. It was an opportunity to understand their thoughts and needs. A central theme was naturally inculturation and possible deriving difficulties. And the African Bishops stressed the importance for inculturation to be correctly oriented. 

Are you referring to the Congress’s final Report which Fides also intends to publish?

Yes! Yes this is all contained in the Report we are about to issue in English and other widely spoken languages. A Report which, besides containing various suggestions made at the Congress with regard to the liturgical life, is of special value because it is the fruit of an encounter, of reciprocal exchange between the Bishops and our Congregation for Divine Worship and the Discipline of the Sacraments.

Archbishop Ranjith, can we return to the subject of inculturation and therefore also the translation of liturgical texts?

Certainly question of the translation of liturgical books into the local languages requires much attention. It suffices to recall that these translations are then sent to the Holy See for Recognitio. There are difficulties, not only at the level of hermeneutics and philology, but also at the technical level. The matter demands capable and well prepared people.

Here we come to the question of liturgical formation and commitment above all in Seminaries. Seminaries must help future priests acquire a liturgical formation which renders them capable and enthusiastic consisting not only of technical work on texts etc., but above all helps them live in their ministry a deep sense of faith and liturgical spirituality. Besides practical and technical knowledge, it is necessary to underline the connection between what is believed and lived and what is celebrated. One very interesting fact was that the Congress participants stressed the necessity to introduce courses of Latin and Greek in Seminaries in Africa.

It is a question of formation. We have returned to this theme and so also to the role of our Pontifical Universities here in Rome … 

Specialisation Courses in liturgical formation are offered at Universities in Rome and in other places and today ever more frequently locally. The courses are quite analytic. They are university courses not parish sessions and study must be technically perfect. 

Those who come to Rome to specialise in Liturgy study the fonts and the history of liturgy, they receive a formation which renders them experts on the subject. The degree or doctorate they obtain here means they can be professors and experts of Liturgy in their own country.

At the same time however in African seminaries and Institutes a professor cannot  present Liturgy as he studied it here in Rome. He will have to transform it with pastoral wisdom in a way to enable his students to grow in their Christian and priestly life. He must have a pastoral approach when he tackles the liturgical formation of seminarians.

I am not saying that knowledge of the history of liturgy and the origin of the different aspects of Holy Mass, and so on, are no longer necessary. All this historical information is important and must be known but the professor of Liturgy must present it to his students in such a way that they acquire an authentic sensus liturgicus, in a way which is, so to say, contagious so they become enthusiastic. 

In Africa, as everywhere in the world, the Liturgy must deepen and nourish people’s faith. Unless there is a passing from the above mentioned historical- technical aspect of the Liturgy to the experience of an encounter with the Lord, there is a danger of formalism.

Therefore there is a need to re-think formation to the Liturgy above all in the dimension of Proclamation. In the pastoral dimension …

A Liturgy which fails to take the pastoral aspect into consideration can harm our people’s Faith! The difficulty lies in achieving formation which instils a sense of the Liturgy technically complete but at the same time incisive from the pastoral point of view, and nourishes the faith of the people taking part, leading them to encounter the Lord. The faithful note immediately when a priest celebrates in a deeply personal manner putting all his heart into what he is doing or whether he does it in a detached way, only as a formal act. They are happy to see their priest totally absorbed in the act of celebration. In liturgical celebrations they want to experience its profound spiritual  aspects and to be enriched and strengthened in the faith and encouraged to live the Christian life in a truly heroic manner. This is why adequate formation which instils in the priest an attitude of profound faith and spiritual intensity is so important, because this alone will inspire the people.

Can you give a concrete example because at times with regard to formation what is said is one thing, what is taught is another …

For example during Holy Mass we have the words for the consecration of  the bread and the wine, words which come from tradition. They are the very words used by Jesus. The journey of these words down through the centuries, the use of these words in the Church must be studied with great care. However when a priest, parish priest or a seminary professor celebrates Mass he must turn all his attention and that of the faithful taking part towards that act of consecration pronounced by Jesus himself and then repeated by the Church down through the centuries, transubstantiating again and again the substance of bread and wine into the Body and Blood of Christ, making present each time on the altar that one redemptive act on Calvary. Only the priest is called and empowered to perform this sublime act. And with how much faith, humility and ardour we priests must celebrate this unique act “in persona Christi capitis”! And with how much joy!

This is why all the priest must regard all this not simply through the eyes of mere formalism or routine but with a vision which is profoundly transcendental and spiritual. Because at the moment of the consecration when Jesus gives himself to us without this approach the faith of the people will be harmed and we may fall into superficiality and formalism. 

This is why we must insist on the supernatural aspects of our Liturgical celebrations and, where possible, use local cultural elements to nourish the transcendent sense of the Celebration. Precisely this aspect was highlighted at the Congress in Kumasi (Agenzia Fides 21/7/2006 - righe 140; parole 1745)

VATICAN – Middle East conflict: on behalf of Pope Benedict XVI the Pontifical Council Cor Unum sends aid to suffering people 
Vatican City (Fides Service) - The Pontifical Council "Cor Unum" today published the following communique:  "Given the persistence of the conflict in the Middle East and of the terrible plight of the peoples involved, the Pontifical Council 'Cor Unum' wishes, in the name of the Holy Father, to demonstrate its closeness to those who are suffering, sending preliminary aid to help shelter the thousands of displaced people.  "This aid is directed towards a project being promoted by Caritas Lebanon, the Custody of the Holy Land, the AVSI Foundation and other organizations present on the ground, in order to supply materials for welcome centers (mattresses, blankets and sheets), drinking water, food and hygiene kits, and medicines." The communique also indicates where to send donations for this special collection of funds: Italian Post Office current account number 603035, made out to Pontifical Council Cor Unum, stating the reason: for Lebanon. Banca di Roma current account number 101010 - ABI 3002, CAB 5008 (from abroad: SWIFT code: BROMIT) - made out to Pontifical Council Cor Unum, stating the reason: for Lebanon. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 24/7/2006 – Righe 15; Parole 180)
VATICAN - Statement by Archbishop Agostino Marchetto, Secretary of the Pontifical Council for the Pastoral Care of Migrants and Itinerant People, on the situation of migrants, refugees, and internally displaced persons in Lebanon
  

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) – During these difficult days, especially for Lebanon, I would like to add my voice to all those who have been asking for an immediate cessation of hostilities. Moreover, humanitarian organisations must be given access to the suffering and fleeing population. Hundreds of thousands of displaced persons are in need of urgent attention. Humanitarian corridors must be put in place to ensure efficient and concrete assistance. 

As Secretary of the Pontifical Council for the Pastoral Care of Migrants and Itinerant People I would draw attention especially to the fate of the thousands of migrants workers trapped in the conflict, and our special concern for those from Asian and African countries, who are completely neglected. May the respective international institutions come to their assistance and evacuate them to safer places and/or assist them to return home. In addition, 22,000 persons (Sudanese and Iraqis) who had been granted asylum in Lebanon are facing the consequences of the hostilities with special difficulties. It would be of great help for these people if entry procedures at the Lebanese-Syrian border were facilitated and the Government of Syria were to allow them (Lebanese, migrants and recognised refugees) to enter temporarily, guaranteeing them protection during this time of violence. We hope today’s meeting in Rome may address the different aspect of the Middle East crisis and lead to an end of the violence, adequate assistance for the civilian population and the beginning of long-term global solutions,  for peace and security throughout the region. (Agenzia Fides 26/7/2006 – righe 21, parole 258)   

VATICAN - Interview with Archbishop Giovanni Lajolo on the subject of the International Conference for Lebanon held in Rome 
Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) – The Holy See Press Office made public an interview given by Archbishop Giovanni Lajolo, Holy See secretary for Relations with States, to Vatican Radio on the subject of the International Conference for Lebanon which was held on Wednesday 26 July  in Rome and at which he participated as an observer. Here is the English translation.

Yesterday a core group on Lebanon and the other countries took part in an International Conference for Lebanon  promoted by the United States and Italy. The Holy See Press Office announced that a delegation led by yourself was present as an Observer. Could you explain the circumstances?

The Holy See is directly interested in peace in the Middle East as it has demonstrated on many occasions. Yesterday at the invitation of the United States of America and Italy, I took part in the Conference as an Observer, the usual manner in which the Holy See takes part in International Organisations.

What is your assessment of the Conference?

Certainly positive was the speed with which the conference was convened on the initiative of the Italian government and the fact that it focussed its attention on the most urgent needs of the present time.

The Final Declaration read by the co-presidents, US Secretary of State USA, Mrs Condoleeza Rice, and the Italian Foreign Minister Hon. Massimo D’Alema, was judged by many to be disappointing. What was your opinion?

Certainly the expectations of the public were certainly high, but for the well-informed who understand the difficulties, it could perhaps be said that the results were significant:

1.The fact that countries from various parts of the world from Canada to Russia came together in an awareness of the gravity of what is happening in Lebanon, reaffirming the need for the country to regain full sovereignty as soon as possible and made a commitment to help her.

2. The request to form an international force under the United Nations, to support the regular Lebanese army in security matters

3. the commitment to offer immediate humanitarian aid to the people of Lebanon and the guarantee of support in rebuilding by calling a conference of donor States. A number of nations present promised substantial aid, however still not enough to meet the enormous needs of the country.

4. Positive also commitment by the participants, after the official closing of the Conference, to remain in constant contact concerning further developments in the intervention of the international community in Lebanon

What caused the sense of disappointment?

First of all the fact that there was no request for an immediate cessation of hostilities. Unanimity among the participants was not achieved because some countries maintained that an appeal would not have produced the desired effect, and it was felt more realistic to express a commitment to achieve without delay a cessation of hostilities, a commitment which can, in fact, be maintained. Another problematic issue was the fact that the conference limited itself to inviting Israel to exercise the greatest restraint. By its nature, this call has a certain inevitable ambiguity, whilst respect for the innocent civilian population is a precise and binding duty.

What was the impression of the Lebanese  government?
On the one hand Prime Minister Siniora had the opportunity to explain fully the dramatic nature of the situation of the country, and to present his own plan for the immediate and definitive resolution of the conflict with Israel. He was also able to witness and further encourage the positive efforts being made by the international community to help the Lebanese people, to put an end to the conflict and to reinforce his government's control of the country.
In the afternoon Prime Minister Siniora, accompanied by Foreign Minister Mr  Salloukh, requested a meeting with Cardinal Secretary of State and myself. Premier Fouad Siniora expressed great appreciation for the commitment with which the Holy Father in person, and the Holy See, are following the conflict that is wracking Lebanon, and he requested continuing support for his country in the international arena. He also recalled the words of Pope John Paul II, who defined Lebanon not only as a country but as 'a message' for all peoples of harmonious coexistence among various religions and confessions in one State.". This is undoubtedly the historical vocation of Lebanon which must be achieved. The Holy See will continue to use all the means at its disposal to help that country be once again the "garden" of the Middle East it used to be.

Archbishop  Lajolo, as an Observer, were you able to influence the outcome of the Conference in any way?

An Observer never speaks, nor was not I asked to do so. However I am sure that the significance of the silent presence of the Holy See Observer at the table with the delegation heads was clearly perceptible.

After the Conference what is the Holy See’s position on the question ?

The Holy See remains in favour of an immediate cessation of hostilities. The problems on the table are many and extremely complex, and precisely for that reason cannot all be dealt with together. While bearing in mind the general picture and the overall solution to be achieved, the problems must be resolved 'per partes,' beginning with those that are immediately resolvable. The position of those who maintain that conditions must first be created so that any truce is not once again violated is only apparently one of realism, because those conditions can and must be created with means other than the killing of innocent people. The Pope is close to those peoples, victims of contrasts and of a conflict foreign to them. Benedict XVI prays, and with him the entire Church, for the day of peace to come today and not tomorrow. He prays to God and appeals to political leaders. The Pope weeps with every mother weeping for her children, with all those weeping for their loved ones. An immediate suspension of hostilities is possible, and therefore necessary. (Agenzia Fides 27/7/2006 – righe 82, parole 1.001)  
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