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AGENZIA DELLA CONGREGAZIONE PER L'EVANGELIZZAZIONE DEIPOPOLI





FIDES Service - 30 June 2006

FIDES SPECIAL FEATURE 

Instrumentum mensis Iunii 

pro lectura Magisterii Summi Pontifici Benedicti XVI, pro evangelizatione in terris missionum

Annus II – Numerus VI, Iunii A.D. MMVI

For the Holy Father, Pope Benedict XVI the month of June opened with an important event, the meeting in St Peter’s Square with Church Movements and new Communities. The meeting, eight years since the first such event convoked in 1998 by Pope John Paul II  - brought hundreds of thousands of Catholics from all over the world who filled the Square and overflowed into the Via della Conciliazione which reaches down to the River Tiber. During the celebration of 1st Vespers of Pentecost Pope Benedict XVI delivered a long and profound catechesis on the theme of the Spirit of God, his presence in the world demonstrated also in the formation of so many new Church movements and on life lived without this awareness.

Pope Benedict mentioned many Gospel passages including the Prodigal Son. Like the squandering son who fled from his family with his part of the inheritance in search of freedom but ended up as a keeper of pigs, the same fate awaits humanity which puts no objection or limits to this albeit legitimate longing. « Where the true source of life no longer flows, where people only appropriate life instead of giving it,  – the Pope said taking as an example abortion, voluntary killing of a new life - wherever people are ready to dispose of unborn life because it seems to take up room in their own lives, it is there that the life of others is most at risk. If we want to protect life,; - the Pontiff underlined -, then we must above all rediscover the source of life». Benedict XVI, said movements were Movements. «for life », in every sense and he urged these new realities to continue to defend life and to work together to further the mission of the Church.

June closed with a Mass on June 29 the Feast of Saints Peter and Paul, during which the Pope imposed the Pallium on the metropolitan archbishops appointed in the last 12 months. The Mass  was also an opportunity to renew commitment to the cause of ecumenism as the Pope said when he welcomed a delegation sent by the Ecumenical Patriarch of Constantinople to take part in the Liturgy.   
· SYNTHESIS INTERVENTUUM

2 June 2006 – Message for World Mission Sunday 2006

3 June 2006 – Homily during Meeting with Church Movements and new Communities 

4 June 2006 – Concelebration of Mass on the Solemnity of Pentecost and Regina Coeli prayer
5 June 2006 – Discourse to open Rome Diocesan Meeting 
7 June 2006 – General Audience
11 June 2006 – Angelus

14 June 2006 – General Audience
15 June 2006 – Homily on the solemnity of Corpus Christi 
18 June 2006 – Angelus

22 June 2006 – General Audience
25 June 2006 – Angelus

28 June 2006 – General Audience
29 June 2006 – Homily during Mass on the Feast of Saints Peter and Paul  
29 June 2006 – Angelus

29 June 2006 – Discourse to delegation of Ecumenical Patriarch of Constantinople in Rome for the Feast of Saints Peter and Paul  
· VERBA PONTIFICIS

The beauty of the Faith 
Eucharist
Family
Mission
Church Movements
Refugees
Saints Peter and Paul
Holy Spirit
· INTERVENTUS SUPER QUAESTIONES

Africa – “The Church in Africa at the service of Reconciliation and Justice and Peace”: Lineamenta for 2nd Special Assembly of the Synod of Bishops for Africa
Family – “The Pope’s visit will encourage the families of the world to be what they are meant to be, the seed of a new society ” says president of the Spanish Family Policy Institute
Mission – Pontifical Mission Societies ever better known in dioceses of Benin: annual meeting of PMS diocesan directors
Refugees – Final Message of the 17th plenary session of the Pontifical Council for the Pastoral Care of Migrants and Itinerant People on the theme: "Migration and Itinerancy from and towards Islamic majority Countries
Saints - Pope Benedict XVI authorises promulgation of decrees regarding miraculous intercessions, heroic virtues or martyrdom of a number of holy men and women from various countries including an Italian missionary 

· QUAESTIONES

VATICAN - WORDS OF DOCTRINE by Nicola Bux and Salvatore Vitiello – “Church, a Community of Love” 

VATICANO - Interview with His Eminence Cardinal Crescenzio Sepe: “My heart will always beat for mission”

VATICAN - The Saints of Charity mentioned in Deus caritas est Encyclical: St Ignatius of Loyola

VATICAN - “The great eternal values of peace, mercy, justice in view of the development of the whole person, in keeping with the scale of values proposed by Jesus Christ”. Theatre discovered as a path for evangelisation. A major cultural event on Friday in Rome to return to the debate on the role of the arts in announcing the Gospel. The Church must resume her presence in an area where for centuries she was the engine of creativity and human and spiritual growth. Contribution by Bishop Mauro Piacenza

VATICAN - WORDS OF DOCTRINE Nicola Bux and Salvatore Vitiello – “Magisterium, sole interpreter of the Word of God or just one of many opinions?”

VATICAN - Holy See Press Office declaration on the Holy Land
VATICAN - WORDS OF DOCTRINE Nicola Bux and Salvatore Vitiello – “Ecumenism, Unity e Primacy of Peter” 

VATICAN - AVE MARIA by Luciano Alimandi - “Two inseparable Hearts”

VATICAN - THE WORDS OF DOCTRINE by Nicola Bux and Salvatore Vitiello – “Primacy and  Protagonism” 

VATICAN - TOWARDS THE PRIESTHOOD Mgr  Massimo Camisasca – “A True Man” 

EUROPE/POLAND   - “The recent pastoral visit which Pope Benedict XVI made to our country gave new impulse to our efforts to focus more clearly on missionary cooperation” says PMS national director illustrating numerous mission activities in the coming months. 

VATICAN - TOWARDS THE PRIESTHOOD Mgr . Massimo Camisasca – the dangers of spiritualism and activism 

VATICAN -WORDS OF DOCTRINE Rev Nicola Bux and Rev. Salvatore Vitiello – “the human face of the institution” 

SYNTHESIS INTERVENTUUM

2 June 2006 – Message for World Mission Sunday 2006

VATICAN -Pope Benedict XVI’s Message for World Mission Sunday 2006: "Charity, the soul of mission"

Vatican City (Fides Service) – We give below the full text in English of Pope Benedict XVI’s message for the 80th World Mission Sunday 2006 which the Church all over the world will celebrate on Sunday 22 October with the theme: "Charity, soul of mission".

Dear Brothers and Sisters,. World Mission Day which we will celebrate Sunday 22nd October, offers an opportunity this year to reflect on the theme: “ Charity, Soul of Mission”. Unless mission is animated by charity, that is, unless it flows from a profound act of divine love, it risks being reduced to a mere philanthropic and social action. The love which God has for each single person constitutes, in fact, the very core of living and preaching the Gospel, and all who hear it in turn, become witnesses. The love of God which gives life to the world is the love which has been given us in Jesus, the Word of Salvation, perfect icon of the mercy of our heavenly Father. The message of salvation can be then summed up in the words of Saint John the Evangelist: “In this is manifest the love of God for us: God sent his only Son into the world so that we may have life in him” (1Jn 4, 9). The mandate to spread the message of love was entrusted to the Apostles by Jesus after his resurrection, and the Apostles, inwardly transformed on the day of Pentecost by the power of the Holy Spirit, began to bear witness to the Lord’s death and resurrection. From that time on the Church continues this same mission which constitutes for all believers an indispensable and permanent duty.

Every Christian community is called, then, to make known God, who is Love. On this fundamental mystery of our Faith I desired to pause and reflect in the Encyclical: Deus Caritas Est; (God is Love). With his love God permeates all creation and the history of humanity. In the beginning man came forth from the hands of the Creator as the fruit of his own loving initiative. Sin darkened the divine imprint. Deceived by the devil our first parents, Adam and Eve, lost their relationship of trust with their Lord, giving way to the temptation of the evil one who persuaded them that God was a rival and wanted to limit their freedom. Thus, they preferred themselves to the divine gratuitous love, convinced in that way to affirm their own free will. As a consequence they forfeited their original happiness and tasted the bitterness and sadness of sin and death. However, God did not abandon them and promised salvation to them and to their descendants: He foretold the coming of his only Son, Jesus, who in the fullness of time would reveal to them his Father’s love, a love capable of redeeming every single human creature from the slavery of evil and death. In Christ therefore, we have received immortal life, the very life of the Trinity. Thanks to Christ, the Good Shepherd who never abandons the lost sheep, to all men of all times has been given the possibility of entering into communion with God, our merciful Father who is ready to welcome home his prodigal son. The astounding sign of such a love is the Cross. In my Encyclical Letter Deus caritas est I wrote that “His death on the Cross is the culmination of that turning of God against himself in which he gives himself in order to raise man up and save him. This is love in its most radical form. It is there that this truth can be contemplated. It is from there that our definition of Love must begin. In this contemplation the Christian discovers the path along which his life and love must move”.(n.12).

On the eve of his Passion, Jesus left as His last will to his disciples, gathered in the Upper Room to celebrate the Passover, the “new commandment of love - mandatum novum”: “This I command you: love one another” (Jn 15,17). The fraternal love which the Lord asks of his “friends” has its source in the paternal love of God. John the apostle remarks: “He who loves comes from God and knows God” (1Jn 4,7). Therefore, to love according to God, we must live in Him and of Him: the first ‘home’ of man is God and only he who lives in God, burns with the fire of divine charity which can ‘enkindle’ the world. Is this not the mission of the Church in all times? Then it is not difficult to understand that authentic missionary concern, the first duty of the ecclesial community, is linked to faithfulness to the divine love. This is true for every Christian, for every local community, for the particular Churches and for the entire People of God. Precisely, because of this awareness of their common mission, the disciples of Christ find strength in responding generously to carry out works of human and spiritual promotion which, as our beloved John Paul II wrote in his Encyclical Redemptoris Missio, bear witness to “the soul of all missionary activity: love which has been and remains the driving force of mission and is also the sole criterion for judging what is to be done or not done, changed or not changed. It is the principle which must direct every action and end to which that action must be directed. When we act with a view to charity, or are inspired by charity, nothing is unseemly and everything is good” (n. 60). To be missionaries then means to love God with all one’s heart, even to the point of giving one’s life for Him. How many priests, men and women religious and laity, even in our time, have rendered supreme witness of their love for Him by their martyrdom! To be missionaries, is to tend, like the Good Samaritan, to the needs of all, particularly those of the poor and the needy, because he who loves with the heart of Christ, searches not for his own interest but only for the glory of God and the good of his neighbour. In this lies the secret of the apostolic fruitfulness in missionary work which crosses frontiers and cultures, reaches all peoples and spreads to the utmost ends of the world.

My dear brothers and sisters, World Mission Day is an appropriate occasion for better understanding that witness of love, soul of the mission, concerns everyone. Indeed to serve the Gospel can never be considered a solitary adventure, but a binding duty for every community. Along with all those who operate on the front line of evangelisation – and here I remember with gratitude all missionaries – I also think of many others, children, young and old who by their prayers and cooperation in many ways contribute to the spreading of the Kingdom of God on earth. My wish is that this participation may always increase through the contribution of all. I take this opportunity to express my gratitude to the Congregation for the Evangelisation of Peoples and to the Pontifical Missionary Societies. They coordinate with dedication the world-wide efforts of all who contribute to the work of those in the front line of missionary activities. 

May the Blessed Virgin Mary, who with her presence beside the Cross and her prayer in the Upper Room collaborated actively at the beginning of the ecclesial mission, strengthen their work and help believers in Christ to be evermore capable of true love, so that, in a world which is ever more spiritually thirsty, they may become fountains of living water. For this I wish and pray with all my heart, while I impart upon all of you my Blessing.

Given at the Vatican, 29th April 2006

BENEDICTUS PP. XVI

(Agenzia Fides 2/6/2006 – Righe 79, parole 1.160) 

3 June 2006 – Homily during Meeting with Church Movements and new Communities 

VATICAN - Pope Benedict XVI on the Eve of Pentecost: “The Holy Spirit desires unity, totality. Therefore His presence shows itself especially in missionary impulse. A person who finds something true, beautiful and good in life runs to share it with everyone, everywhere” 
Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) – In St Peter’s Square in the early evening of Saturday June 3 the eve of Pentecost, the Holy Father Pope Benedict XVI presided the celebration of the 1st Vespers of Pentecost with an estimated three hundred thousand representatives of Church Movements and new Communities. The Holy Father was welcomed to this 2nd encounter of the Pope with Church Movements and new Communities by Archbishop Stanisław Ryłko president of the Pontifical Council for  the Laity. There followed the reading of a message from Chiara Lubich, foundress of the Focolari Movement and in between each of the three psalms reflections were given by two other Movement founders Andrea Riccardi, S. Egidio Community and  Kiko Argüello, New Catechumen Way  and Mgr. Julián Carrón, president of the Fraternity of Communion and Liberation. After the Scripture reading the Pope gave his homily during which he did not fail to mention the first such Meeting with John Paul II on 30 May 1998 in the same St Peter’s Square.

“Who or what is the Holy Spirit? How can we recognise Him? How can we reach Him and how does He reach us? What does He do?” Pope Benedict XVI asked and then explained  “the world in which we live is the work of the Spirit Creator … Pentecost is also the feast of creation. The world does not exist on its own; it comes from the creative Spirit of God, from the creative Word of God... Precisely people who, as Christians, believe in the Spirit Creator, realise that we cannot not use and abuse the world and matter as if it were simply material of our doing and willing; that we must consider creation as a gift entrusted to us not for it to be destroyed but so it may become the garden of God, and so the garden of mankind … however, God’s good creation in the course of human history has been covered with a massive layer of dirt which makes it difficult although not impossible to recognise it in the reflection of the  Creator”.

The Spirit Creator entered history because “in Jesus Christ God became man allowing us, so to say, to look into the intimate life of God, … there exists the Son who speaks with the Father. Both are one in the Spirit who is, so to say, the atmosphere of giving and loving which makes of them One God. This unity of love, that is God, is a unity much more sublime than the unity of the tiniest indivisible particle could ever be. Precisely the Triune God is the one and only God.” 

 “Pentecost is this: Jesus, and through Him, God, comes to us and draws us into Himself” the Pope said explaining that “the Holy Spirit brings us life and freedom”. Reflecting closely on both these things the Pope recalled the parable of the Prodigal Son, and said “when a person tries only to take possession of life it becomes ever more empty and impoverished; it is easy to end up taking refuge in drugs, in the great disillusion. And there emerges the doubt whether life, all told, is really good … Jesus’ words about life in abundance are found in his discourse on the Good Shepherd… We find life only if we give it; we do not find it by trying to take possession of it … secondly the Lord tells us that life is born if we walk with the Shepherd who knows the pastures...we find life in communion with the One who is life in person...... the pasture, where the sources of life flow, is God’s Word which we find in Scripture, in the faith of the Church”. 

With regard to the subject of freedom, the Pope explained that in Sacred Scripture the concept is connected with that of offspring. “Authentic freedom shows itself in responsibility, in a manner of behaviour which assumes co-responsibility for the world, for oneself and for others.... the Holy Spirit renders us sons and daughters of God. He involves us in God’s own responsibility for his world, for the whole of humanity. He teaches us to see the world, others, ourselves through the eyes of God. We do good not like slaves who are not free to do otherwise, we do it because we each bear personal responsibility for the whole; because we love truth and good, because we love God and therefore also His creatures. This is the true freedom, to which the Holy Spirit wishes to lead us. Church Movements want to be and must be schools of freedom, of this authentic freedom.” 

The third gift of the Holy Spirit, following life and freedom, is the gift of unity. To illustrate this concept the Pope quoted the answer Jesus gave to Nicodemus: "The wind blows where it wills" (Jn 3, 8). “But the will of the Spirit is not arbitrary – Pope Benedict XVI explained  -. It is the will of truth and good. So He does not blow from any side, turning first here and then there; His blowing does not disperse us, it gathers us together because truth unites and love unites... The Spirit blows where He wills and His will is unity become body, unity which encounters the world and transforms it …The Spirit is multiform in His gifts– the Pope continued -. But in Him multiplicity and unity go hand in hand… He wants you to be multiform, and he wants you for one body, in unison with lasting orders– the joints – of the Church, with the successors of the apostles and with the  successor of Saint Peter… Once again: the Holy Spirit blows where he wills. But his will is unity.” 

“The Holy Spirit desires unity, totality– the Pope continued - . Therefore His presence shows itself especially in missionary impulse. A person who finds something true, beautiful and good in life – the only real treasure, the precious pearl -, runs to share it with everyone, everywhere in the family, at work, in every area of his or her existence. He does so without fear because he knows he has been adopted as a child; without presumption, because everything is a gift; without discouragement because the Spirit of God precedes his action in the ‘hearts’ of men and women and like a seed in all the different cultures and religions. He does this without frontiers because he bears good news for all men and women, for all peoples”. 

Lastly the Holy Father urged Church Movements and Communities to be “collaborators in the Pope’s universal apostolic ministry, opening doors to Christ” and he ended his homily asking those present to pray “that the celebration of Pentecost would be like ardent fire and impetuous wind for Christian life and the mission of the whole Church”. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 5/6/2006 – righe 78, parole 1.219)

See the Pope homily in Italian

http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/pontefici/pontefice.php?id=543
4 June 2006 – Concelebration of Mass on the Solemnity of Pentecost and Regina Coeli prayer

VATICAN - “The Holy Spirit illuminates the human spirit and revealing Christ crucified and Risen shows how we can become more like Him” : Pope Benedict XVI on Pentecost Sunday

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) – On Pentecost Sunday 4 June Pope Benedict XVI presided Mass in St Peter’s Square. “At Pentecost the Holy Spirit came down upon the Apostles and this was the beginning of the Church’s universal mission to the world– the Pope said in his homily recalling that Jesus himself asked the Eleven to stay together to prepare to receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. “Staying together was the condition Jesus made for receiving the gift of the Holy Spirit; the presupposition for their harmony was prolonged prayer– the Pope continued -. We find here a wonderful lesson for every Christian community. We may think that missionary effectiveness depends mainly on careful planning and successive intelligent carrying out a concrete commitment. Certainly, the Lord calls for our collaboration but before our response there must be His initiative: His Spirit is the real agent in the Church”. 

To describe the sudden arrival of the Holy Spirit Saint Luke uses two images– wind and fire– which remind us of Mount Sinai. “Speaking of tongues of fire Saint Luke wishes to present  Pentecost as another Mount Sinai, as the feast of the new Covenant  – the Pope explained -, in which the Covenant with Israel is extended to all the peoples of the earth. The Church is catholic and missionary from the beginning. The universal nature of salvation is significantly  emphasised by the list of the many different ethnic origins of those were the first to hear the Apostles speak”.

Unlike what happened with the Tower of Babel, “at Pentecost with the gift of tongues the Spirit shows that His presence unites and changes confusion into communion … The Holy Spirit enables hearts to understand all languages because He rebuilds the bridge of authentic communication between Earth and Heaven. The Holy Spirit is Love.” After the Last Supper Jesus explains to the bewildered apostles the meaning of his departure: “he will go away, but he will come back; in the meantime he will not leave them alone, like orphans. He will send the Comforter, the Spirit of the Father and the Spirit will make known Christ’s work of love: love of the One who offered himself, love of the Father who gave Him. This is the mystery of Pentecost: the Holy Spirit illuminates the human spirit and revealing Christ crucified and Risen shows how we can become more like Him, an "expression and channel of the love which flows from Him" (Deus caritas est, 33).” 

At the end of the Mass, before leading the singing of the Regina Caeli hymn Pope Benedict XVI said “Pentecost is a call to go back to the beginnings of the Church … At Pentecost the Church showed she is one, holy, catholic and apostolic; she showed she is missionary, with the gift of speaking all the languages of the world, because the Good News of God’s love is addressed to all peoples”. Among the realities born of the Spirit in the Church the Pope mentioned Church Movements and Communities and he added: “The Church, as Pope John Paul II used to say, is one vast Movement animated by the Holy Spirit, a river will flows through history watering it with God’s grace, rendering it fecund with life, goodness, beauty, justice and peace”. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 5/6/2006 – righe 37, parole 551)

See homily in Italian

http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/pontefici/pontefice.php?id=545
See address before the Regina Caeli

http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/pontefici/pontefice.php?id=544
5 June 2006 – Discourse to open Rome Diocesan Meeting 

VATICAN - Pope Benedict XVI opens Rome’s Annual Diocesan Church Meeting: “The more we nourish ourselves with Christ, the more we are in love with Him, the more we feel impelled to bring others to Him: in fact we cannot keep for ourselves the joy of the faith, we feel the need to share it.”

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) – “The discovery of the beauty and joy of the faith is a journey which every new generation must travel for itself because the faith touches all that is ours, our most intimate thoughts, our heart, our intelligence, our freedom in a profoundly personal relationship with the Lord who works in us. However the faith is also, and just as radically, a community attitude, it is the Church’s “we believe”. Therefore the joy of the faith is a joy to share … This is why educating the new generations in the faith is a primary and fundamental task which involves the whole Christian community.” This was a passage of a discourse which Pope Benedict XVI gave in St John’s Cathedral in Rome to open Rome’s Annual Diocesan Church Meeting on the theme: "The joy of the faith and education in the faith of the young generations".


Remarking on the difficulties evangelisation encounters today the Pope identified two basic interdependent lines in present day secularised culture: agnosticism and a process of relativisation and uprooting. In this situation everyone – especially children, adolescents and young people – “needs to live the faith as joy, to savour the profound serenity which comes from the encounter with the Lord... The source of Christian joy is the certainty that we are loved by God, loved personally by our Creator, by the One who holds the entire universe in his hands and loves each one of us and the entire human family with a passionate and faithful love, a love which is greater that our infidelities and sins, a forgiving love”. 


The Church has the great mission to help children and young people discover Christ the path to salvation and joy. “It is indispensable – and this is the task is entrusted to Christian families, priests, catechists, educators, young people themselves towards their peers, to our parishes, associations and movements, and the whole diocesan community – for new generations to experience  the Church as a truly reliable company of friends, close at all times and under any circumstances in life, whether happy and gratifying or arduous and dark, company which will never leave us not even at death, because it bears within it the promise of eternity.”

The Pope then stressed the need to fight the widespread prejudice that  “Christianity with its commandments and prohibitions puts up too many obstacles to love, and prevents man and woman from living to the full the happiness they find in their reciprocal love. On the contrary, rather than suffocate it, Christian faith and morals intend to render love healthy, strong and truly free: precisely this is the sense of the Ten Commandments which are not a series of ‘no’ but rather a great ‘yes’ to love and to life”. Therefore in the work of education  the important question of love must not be overlooked, “however we must introduce the integral dimension of Christian love, where love for God and love for man are indissoluble and where love of others is a very concrete commitment… to propose to children and young people practical experience of service to those in need is part of authentic and complete education to the faith”. 

A central place should be given to the question of truth: “with faith in fact we accept God’s gift of himself as he reveals himself to us creatures made in his image and likeness; we receive and accept Truth which our mind can neither fully comprehend nor possess, but which precisely for this reason broadens the horizons of our knowledge allowing us to reach the Mystery in which we are immersed  and to find in God the definitive sense of our existence … faith, which is a very personal human act, is a decision made in freedom and which can also be rejected. This brings us to a second dimension of the faith, it entails entrusting ourselves to a person: not any person, but to Jesus Christ and to the Father by whom He is sent. To believe means to establish a very personal bond with our Creator and Redeemer, through the working of the Holy Spirit in our heart and to make this bond the basis for our whole life”. 

Benedict XVI encouraged those present to  “compare the truth of faith with authentic conquests of human knowledge. Scientific progress is rapid and not rarely it is presented as contrary to the affirmations of the faith, and this causes confusion and renders the acceptance of Christian truth more difficult… dialogue between faith and reason, if it is sincere and serious, offers the possibility to perceive effectively and convincingly, the reasonableness of faith in God– not in any God but in the God who revealed himself in Jesus Christ – and to demonstrate also that in the same Jesus Christ lies the fulfilment of every genuine human longing”. 

The encounter with Christ “is more direct, is strengthened and deepened, and becomes truly able to permeate and mark our entire life” in prayer. Benedict XVI, calling to mind World Youth Day in Cologne, asked young people and all those present and the whole diocese of Rome, to be “assiduous in prayer, spiritually united with Mary our Mother, to adore the living Christ  in the Eucharist, to be ever more in love with Him, our brother and real friend, the spouse of the Church, our faithful and merciful God who loved us first”. 

“The more we nourish ourselves with Christ, the more we are in love with Him – the Holy Father said - , the more we feel impelled to bring others to Him: in fact we cannot keep for ourselves the joy of the faith, we feel the need to share it. The need is all the stronger and more urgent in the presence of the strange forgetfulness of God which exists today in vast areas of the world, and to a certain extent, even here in Rome”. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 6/6/2006, righe 69, parole 1.013)

See the Pope’s discourse in Italian

http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/pontefici/pontefice.php?id=546
7 June 2006 – General Audience
VATICAN - Pope Benedict XVI continues his teaching on Saint Peter: “for all times Peter must be the custodian of communion with Christ, the guide to communion with Christ, he must make sure the net does not break so universal communion may continue”

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) – At his weekly teaching at the general audience in St Peter’s Square on June 7 Pope Benedict XVI continued his reflections on St Peter the first of the Apostles. “St John the  evangelist in his narration of Jesus’ first meeting with Simon, the brother of Andrew, records a singular fact: Jesus, looking at him said : You are Simon, the son of John; you will be called Kefa (meaning Rock)". Jesus did not usually change the names of his disciples… But he did with Simon calling him Kefa, a name which was then translated into Greek Petros, and Latin Petrus. And it was translated because it was not only a name it was also a mandate which Petrus received in this way by the Lord”. The Pope then recalled that in the Old Testament, “a change in name was usually the prelude to the entrusting of a mission” and Christ’s decision to give Peter “special importance in the college of the apostles” is shown with considerable evidence in the Gospels.

“Peter himself is also aware of his special position – the Pope said - : it is he who often speaks on behalf of the others asking for the explanation of a difficult parable, or the exact meaning of a precept or a formal promise of a recompense. In particular, it is he who solves the embarrassment of certain situations intervening on behalf of them all … When Jesus asks: "Who do you say that I am?", Peter replies: "You are the Christ, the Son of the living God". By way of response Jesus makes his solemn declaration defining once and for all Peter’s role in the Church... to you I will give the keys of the kingdom of heaven, whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, whatever you loose on earth will be loosened in heaven". The three metaphors Jesus uses are clear: Peter will be the rock of foundation upon which the Church will stand; he will hold the keys of the kingdom of heaven to open or close to people as he judges; and he will be able to bind or loosen in the sense that he will prescribe or prohibit  whatever he thinks necessary for the life of the Church, which is and will always be the Church of Christ, not of Peter.”

Also after his resurrection Jesus tells the women to go to announce the news to Peter, distinctly from the other apostles, and Peter will be the first witness among the apostles to witness an apparition of the Risen Lord. “His role firmly emphasised – the Pope said -, is a mark of continuity between his pre-eminence in the first group of the apostles and the pre-eminence which he will continue to have in the community born of the events of Easter”. Various key texts referring to Peter can be traced to the context of the Last Supper when Christ confers on Peter the ministry to confirm his brothers: this fact shows “how the Church born of the paschal memorial celebrated in the Eucharist has in the ministry entrusted to Peter one of its constitutive elements … and indicates also the ultimate significance of the Primacy: Peter, in all times, must be the custodian of communion with Christ; he must guide to communion with Christ; he must make sure the net does not break so universal communion may continue … Peter has the responsibility to guarantee in this way communion with Christ with the charity of Christ, guiding the realisation of this charity in every day life”.

Last of all Pope Benedict XVI asked those present to pray that the Primacy of Peter  “may always be exercised in the original sense as the Lord desired it and that it may gradually be recognised in its true significance by all our brothers and sisters not yet in full communion with us”. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 8/6/2006, righe 41, parole 642) 
Il testo integrale del discorso del Santo Padre

http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/pontefici/pontefice.php?id=547
11 June 2006 - Angelus

VATICAN - Pope Benedict XVI at the Angelus on the solemnity of the Most Holy Trinity: Among the different analogies of the ineffable mystery of God, Three in One, which believers are able to perceive, I would mention that of the family called to be a community of love and life
Vatican City (Fides Service) – “The whole of the universe, for those who have faith, speaks of God, Three in One. From inter-star space to microscopic particles, everything which exists points to a Being who communicates himself in the variety of the elements, as in an immense symphony”. With these words Pope Benedict XVI introduced the midday Marian prayer of the Angelus, on Sunday 11 June, solemnity of the Most Holy Trinity.

“Thanks to the Holy Spirit who helps us understand the words of Jesus and guides us to the whole truth – the Pope said -, believers can know God, so to say, intimately, discovering that He is not infinite solitude, but rather communion of light and love, life given and received in eternal dialogue between the Father and the Son in the Holy Spirit  – Lover, Beloved and Love, to re-echo Saint Augustine. In this world no one can see God, but He has made himself known... a person who encounters Christ and enters into a relationship of friendship with Him, is visited in his soul by the Communion of the Trinity.”

The Holy Father then said “The whole of the universe, for those who have faith, speaks of God, Three in One … all beings are ordered according to a harmonious dynamism which we cam analogously call love "love". However only in the human person, free and reasonable, this dynamism becomes spiritual, it becomes responsible love, as a response to God and to neighbour in a sincere gift of self. In this love the human being finds its truth and its happiness. Among the different analogies of the ineffable mystery of God, Three in One which believers are able to perceive, I would mention that of the family. It is called to be a community of love and life, in which diversities must converge to form a "parabola of communion". A masterpiece of the Most Holy Trinity, among all creatures, is the Blessed Virgin Mary: in her heart filled with humility and faith God prepared for himself a worthy dwelling place to bring the mystery of salvation to completion”. Then Pope Benedict XVI asked those present to pray to the Blessed Virgin Mary to help all Christians “grow in love and make life a song of praise to the Father, through the Son in the Holy Spirit”.

After the Angelus, Pope Benedict XVI recalled that on Thursday 15 June he will preside the traditional Corpus Christi Mass at St John’s Cathedral, and procession to St Mary Major’s where he will impart the Eucharistic Blessing. The Pope invited Romans and visitors to take part in this annual celebration with which Catholics all over the world express faith and love in Jesus Christ present in the Eucharist.(S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 12/6/2006 – righe 30, parole 455)

See the Pope’s address in Italian

http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/pontefici/pontefice.php?id=548
14 June 2006 – General Audience
VATICAN - Pope Benedict continues his catechesis on the Apostles: “Saint Andrew the Apostle teaches us to follow Jesus promptly, to speak enthusiastically about him to those we meet and above all to establish with Him a relationship of authentic familiarity”

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) – Pope Benedict XVI dedicated his weekly Audience teaching on Wednesday 14 June to the Apostle Andrew, the brother of Simon Peter. After reflecting on Saint Peter the Pope said he wished to “take a closer look at the other eleven Apostles”. “The first striking characteristic of Andrew is his name: it is not Jewish as one would expect, but Greek, no small sign of the cultural openness of his family… whatever the case he was certainly held in high esteem by the first Christian communities”.

From the Gospels there emerges clearly “the blood bond between Peter and Andrew, and also their common calling”. First of all Andrew was a disciple of John the Baptist which shows he was “truly a man of faith and hope”, and afterwards he became a follower of Christ  “enjoying precious moments of intimate sharing” with Him. “Andrew was the first of the Apostles to be called to follow Jesus – the Pope recalled -. This is why the Byzantine Church honours him as Protóklitos, meaning "first to be called". And certainly because Peter and Andrew were brothers, the Church of Rome and the Church of Constantinople feel they are Sister Churches in a special way”. 

The name of Andrew is mentioned in the Gospel on three other occasions: the miracle of the loaves and the fish in Galilee, when Andrew tells Jesus about the presence of a boy who has with him five loaves and two fish; in Jerusalem when a disciple remarks to Jesus about the marvellous sight of the walls of the Temple, and Jesus replies that one day nothing would remain of the walls, then Andrew with Peter, James and John asked him when this would happen; thirdly before his Passion, in Jerusalem, Andrew and Philip speak to Jesus on behalf of a small group of Greeks. “The Lord’s reply to their question appears – as often in the John’s Gospel – enigmatic, but precisely for this rich in significance. Jesus tell the two disciples and through them the Greek world: "The time has come for the Son of Man to be glorified. Truly I say to you: unless a grain of wheat falls to the ground and dies, it remains just a grain of wheat; but if it dies, it produces much fruit.

"What do these words mean in this context? Jesus means: Yes, there will be a meeting between myself and the Greeks, but not as an ordinary brief conversation between myself and a few people moved by curiosity. With my death, comparable with a grain of wheat falling to the ground, will come the hour of my glorification … In other words, Jesus prophesises the Church of the Greeks, the Church of the pagans, the Church of the world as a fruit of his Death and Resurrection.”

The Holy Father recalled that certain early traditions consider Andrew the “apostle of the Greeks in the years following Pentecost; they tells us that for the rest of his life he was the announcer and interpreter of Jesus for the Greek world”. A later tradition tells of the death of Andrew at Patrasse, where he was crucified. “At that supreme moment, however, like his brother Peter, he asked to be put on a cross different from that of Jesus”. The Pope said the death of  Andrew is an important lesson: “our crosses acquire value if considered and accepted as  part of the cross of Christ, if reached by the reflection of its light. Only by that Cross our sufferings are ennobled and acquire their true meaning. The Apostle Andrew, therefore, teaches us to follow Jesus promptly, to speak enthusiastically about him to those we meet, and above all to establish with Him a relationship of authentic familiarity, well aware that only in Him can we find full meaning for our life and our death .” (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 14/6/2006, righe 44, parole 666) 
See the Pope’s address

http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/pontefici/pontefice.php?id=549
15 June 2006 – Homily on the solemnity of Corpus Christi 

VATICAN - Pope Benedict XVI on the solemnity of Corpus Christi: “The Host is our manna with which the Lord nourishes us, it is truly Bread from heaven, in which he gives Himself” 
Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) – On Thursday June 15 Solemnity of Corpus Christi Pope Benedict XVI celebrated an open air Mass in front of the Cathedral of Rome St John’s and then presided the Procession with the Blessed Sacrament which moved to the Basilica of St Mary Major, where he imparted the Eucharistic Blessing. During the homily the Pope meditated on the signs of the bread and wine: “Jesus chose bread and wine to be a sign of his presence. In each of these signs he gives himself entirely not only part. The Risen Lord is not divided. He is a person, and through signs he comes to us and becomes one with us. However each sign, in its own typical manifestation, represents one particular aspect of His mystery and speaks to us that we may learn to understand a little more of the mystery of Jesus”.

The consecrated Host is  “the simplest type of bread and food, made of a little flour and water. In this way it appears to be food for the poor, the first to whom the Lord destines his presence” the Pope explained. During Mass the bread is called “fruit of the earth and the work of human hands”, since in it is enclosed the daily labour of those who work the earth, sow and harvest and those who then make the bread. “Nevertheless the bread is not only our product, something man made; it is a fruit of the earth and therefore also a gift  – the Pope said -.  Because the fact that the earth produces fruit is not to our credit; only the Creator can render the soil fertile.” The water which is needed to make the bread is a gift of God: “At a time when we hear of desertification and repeated warnings that mankind and animals are in danger of dying of thirst in regions without water, at this time we are newly aware of that water is an immense gift and just how impossible it is for us to obtain it on our own. So looking a little more closely at this small piece of white Host, this bread of the poor, we see it is a synthesis of creation”. 


The sign of bread has another message: “In the bread made of ground wheat grains the mystery of the Passion is concealed – the Holy Father explained -. Flour, ground grain, presupposes the death and resurrection of the wheat grain. Since it is ground and baked it bears within itself once again the mystery of the Passion. Only through dying comes the rising, the fruit and the new life”. The early Church found in the bread yet another symbolism: “the ground grains which become bread is a process of unification. We, who are many, must become one bread and one body, Saint Paul tells us. Therefore the sign of bread becomes both a hope and a task.”

“In a very similar way the sign of wine also speaks to us – said Benedict XVI -. While bread reminds us of daily life, simplicity and pilgrimage, wine expresses the exquisiteness of creation: the joyful banquet which God plans to offer us at the end of time and to which in advance, here and now, again and again, he refers with this sign. However the wine too speaks of the Passion: the vine must be repeatedly pruned in order to be purified; the grapes must mature in the sun and the rain and then be crushed: only through this passion does a fine wine mature”.

The Pope then concluded by returning to the sign of the bread: “the Host is our manna with which the Lord nourishes us– it is truly bread from heaven in which He gives himself. In the procession we follow this sign and so we follow Him and we pray to Him: <Guide us along the paths of our history! show the right path to the Church and her Bishops again and again! See how humanity suffers as it wanders uncertainly amidst numerous queries; See the physical and psychic hunger by which it is tormented! Give mankind bread for body and soul! Give them work! Give them light! Give them Yourself! Purify and sanctify all of us! Help us to understand that only by sharing in your Passion, saying "yes" to the cross, to sacrifice, to the purification you demand of us, can our life mature and reach true fulfilment. Gather us together from every corner of the earth. Unite your lacerated Church, unite lacerated humanity! Give us your salvation! Amen!>” (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 16/6/2006 – righe 48, parole 770)

See the Pope’s address in Italian
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18 June 2006 - Angelus

VATICAN - The Pope at the Angelus: The Eucharist is the Lord Jesus who gives himself ‘for the life of the world’ ., He wishes to meet every man and woman in every time and place and give them the very life of God

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) – The mystery of the Blessed Sacrament of the Eucharist and its immense value was the subject of Pope Benedict XVI’s reflection at the midday Angelus prayer on Sunday 18 June on which some countries were celebrating the Feast of Corpus Christi, “the solemn public feast of the Eucharist” the Pope said, recalling that the mystery instituted at the Last Supper  “is revealed to all on this day, surrounded by the fervent faith and devotion of the Church community. The Eucharist is in fact the Church’s "treasure" , the precious legacy left by her Lord”. 


The Pope said the Eucharist goes beyond the Church because the “Eucharist is the Lord Jesus who gives himself for the ‘life of the world’. In every time and place he wishes to meet man to give him the life of God.” Moreover “the transformation of the bread and wine into the Body and Blood of the Christ constitutes the beginning of the divinisation of creation”. The purpose of the custom of making a Procession with the Blessed Sacrament on this feast day is to “immerse the Bread which comes from heaven in our daily life; we want Jesus to walk where we walk, live where we live. Our world, our lives, must become his temple. The Christian community on this feast day proclaims that the Eucharist for her is everything, her very life, the source of love which conquers death. From communion with Christ in the Eucharist flows the charity which transforms our lives and sustains us on our journey towards our heavenly home”. Invoking the Blessed Virgin Mary with the title given her by Pope John Paul II  "woman of the Eucharist", the Holy Father asked her to intercede that “every Christian may grow in faith in the mystery of the Eucharist, to live in constant communion with Jesus and be his valid witness”.

After leading the Angelus prayer the Pope recalled that 20 June is World Refugee Day promoted by the United Nations’ Organisation to call attention to the situation of people forced to flee their homeland. “Filled with hope to return to their own country or at least to find hospitality where they ask for refuge, these brothers and sisters seek refuge in other countries – said Benedict XVI  -. While I assure them of my prayers and the continual concern of the Holy See, I hope the rights of these people will be always respected and I encourage the local Church communities to strive to meet their needs.” (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 19/6/2006 – righe 30, parole 432)

See the Pope’s address
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22 June 2006 – General Audience
VATICAN - Saint James the greater teaches us “to readily heed the Lord’s call, to follow Him with enthusiasm, to be willing to bear witness to Him with courage, if necessary to the supreme sacrifice of our life”: Pope Benedict XVI teaching at general audience 

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) – In his teaching at the general audience on Wednesday 21 June Pope Benedict XVI continued his reflection on the Apostles chosen by Christ during his life on earth. After Saint Peter and his brother Andrew, the Pope dwelt on the figure of James “the greater”. In fact “biblical lists of the Twelve mention two men with this name: James son of Zebedeus and James son of Alfeo, usually distinguished as James the greater and James the less. This, the Pope explained – was not meant as a measure of their holiness, but only to note the different importance given to them in the New Testament and, in particular, in the picture of the earthly life of Jesus”.  

The name James is the Greek form of the patriarch Jacob. “This James, with Peter and John, is part of the privileged group of three disciples whom Jesus admits to important moments of his life”. In particular Pope Benedict XVI, cutting his prepared catechesis because of the oppressive heat in St Peter’s Square, mentioned two circumstances: James “was allowed with Peter and John to share Jesus’ agony in the Garden and the event of the Transfiguration”. At the Transfiguration James experiences the glory of the Lord, in the Garden of Olives he is faced with the Lord’s suffering and humiliation. “Certainly the second experience was for him an opportunity to grow in the faith  – the Pope said -, to correct the unilateral, triumphal interpretation of the first, he needed to realise that the Messiah, awaited by the Jewish people as one who comes in triumph, was not only surrounded by honour and glory but also by suffering and weakness. The glory of Christ is achieved precisely in the Cross, in His sharing in our suffering”.

James, fortified and matured in faith by the Holy Spirit received at Pentecost, did not draw back at the moment of supreme witness: he was put to death in the early 40s of the 1st century by King Herod Agrippa, we are told by St Luke the evangelist. “The succinctness of the information, without the slightest narrative detail, reveals, on the one hand, that it was normal for Christians to witness to the Lord with their life– the Pope said – and on the other that James held a leading position in the Church of Jerusalem, also because of his role in the earthly life of Jesus”. A later tradition says he went for some time to Spain to evangelise that important region of the Roman Empire. “According to another tradition his body was taken to Spain, to the town of Santiago di Compostella. As we all know the place became the object of great veneration and is still the destination of numerous pilgrimages not only from Europe but from all over the world”. 

Concluding his catechesis, Pope Benedict XVI said that much is to be learned from Saint James : “readiness to heed the Lord’s call even when he asks us to leave the ‘boat’ of our human certainties, to follow Him with enthusiasm on the paths He indicates over and above our  illusory presumption, willingness to bear witness to Him with courage, if necessary to the supreme sacrifice of life … The journey not only exterior but above all interior from the mount of the Transfiguration to the mount of agony, symbolises the whole pilgrimage of Christian life, amidst the persecutions of the world and the consolations of God, as the Second Vatican Council says. Following Jesus, like Saint James, we know that even if there are difficulties we are on the right path.” (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 22/6/2006, righe 41, parole 580) 
See the Pope’s teaching
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25 June 2006 - Angelus

VATICAN - Pope Benedict  XVI Angelus: “authentic devotion to the Sacred Heart preserves all its validity and draws souls who thirst for the mercy of God who find therein the inexhaustible source from which to draw the water of life …”

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) – The “significant liturgical solemnities” which crown the 12th Sunday of ordinary time, 25 June, were recalled by Pope Benedict XVI in his midday reflection before the Angelus prayer with the people gathered in St Peter’s Square.  The Pope said the feast of the Sacred Heart of Jesus “is a happy combination of popular devotion and theological profundity”. Devotion to the Sacred Heart “has its roots in the Incarnation  – the Pope said -, it is precisely through the Heart of Jesus that God shows most sublimely his love for humanity. This is why authentic devotion to the Sacred Heart retains all its validity and attracts souls thirsting for God’s mercy in which they find an inexhaustible source from which to draw the water of Life which refreshes the deserts of the soul and causes hope to flourish again”. Benedict XVI also recalled that it was the Day of Prayer for the Sanctification of Priests. He called on those present to “always pray for priests, so they may be valid witnesses of the love of Christ”. 

On 24 June the Church celebrates the Birth of Saint John the Baptist “the only Saint whose birth we commemorate because it marks the beginning of the fulfilment of the divine promises”. John Baptist in fact immediately preceded the Messiah to prepare the people of Israel for His coming. “His feast day reminds us that our life is all and always “relative “ to Christ and is realised in welcoming Him, Word, Light and Spouse, of whom we are voice, lamps and friends” the Pope said. Lastly on 29 June the Church venerates the Apostles Peter and Paul: “Let the "I" of Christ take the place of our “I" was the exemplary longing of the Apostles Peter and Paul… this was lived before them and before all the Saints by Most Holy Mary who pondered in her heart the words of her Son Jesus. Yesterday we contemplated her Immaculate Heart, the Heart of the Mother who continues to watch over all of us with tender care. Through her intercession may we be always faithful to the Christian vocation.”

After the Marian prayer, the Holy Father said he was “deeply saddened by a serious accident on a building site on the autostrada Catania-Siracusa”: he expressed his sympathy with the family of the worker killed and the relatives of those injured calling for “greater attention that security conditions at work may avoid such tragedies in the future”. After greeting visitors present in different languages the Pope mentioned affectionately “students sitting end of year exams” assuring them of his prayers. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 26/6/2006 – righe 31, parole 462)

See the Pope’s address
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28 June 2006 – General Audience
VATICAN - The Pope’s teaching at the general audience: Saint James teaches us “not to want to plan our life in an autonomous and interested manner, but rather to make space for the fathomless will of God who alone knows what is truly good for us”

Vatican City– Continuing the presentation of Jesus chosen Apostles Pope Benedict XVI during the audience on Wednesday 28 June reflected on Saint James the Less always indicated as "son of Alpheus", often identified with another James called "the Less", the son of a woman called Mary who could be Mary of Cleopha. He too was from Nazareth and probably a relation of Jesus. “Of the latter the Book of the Acts underlines the eminent role played in the Church in Jerusalem” Pope Benedict XVI recalled. “Saint Paul, who attributes to him a specific apparition of the Risen Lord, on the occasion of his visit to Jerusalem mentions him even before Cephas-Peter describing him as the "pillar" of that Church equal to him. Following this he was considered by the first Judeo-Christians the main point of reference”. 

“Scholars discuss the question of the identification of these two figures with the same name, James son of Alpheus and James ‘brother of the Lord" the Pope continued recalling that the Acts of the Apostles show a "James" who played an important role in the early Church. “His most important act was an intervention with regard to the question of the difficult relationship between Christians of Jewish origin and those of pagan origin: on this matter with Peter he helped to overcome, or better, to integrate the original Jewish dimension of Christianity with the necessity not to impose on converted pagans the obligation to obey Mosaic law … In practice it was a question of adhering to a few prohibitions of Mosaic law, considered important. In this way two significant and complementary results were obtained, both still valid: on the one hand the inseparable bond which connects Christianity and Judaism as its mother religion ever living and valid; on the other Christians of pagan origin were allowed to keep their sociological identity which they would have lost if forced to observe Mosaic ceremonial precepts”. 

The death of James was decided by Anan the High Priest, who took the opportunity of the interval between the deposing of a Roman Procurator Festo and the arrival of the successor Albino to order his stoning in the year 62. The name of this James is connected with the Letter which bears his name and takes first place among what are referred to as the Catholic Letters, that is letters addressed to many Church rather than one in particular. “The letter is important – the Pope said Papa -, it stresses the need not to reduce faith to merely a verbal or abstract declaration, but to express it concretely with good works. He calls us to persevere in trials accepted with joy and confident prayer to obtain from God the gift of wisdom which will help us understand that the real values of life lie not in passing riches, but rather in sharing what we have with the poor and the needy”.

The Letter of James teaches that faith “must be realised in life, above all in love of neighbour, the poor especially” and it urges us to “put ourselves and everything we do in the hands of God… not to think we can plan our life in an autonomous and interested manner, but rather to make space for the fathomless will of God who knows what is truly good for us”. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 30/6/2006, righe 40, parole 557) 
See the Pope’s address
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29 June 2006 –Homily during Mass on the Feast of Saints Peter and Paul  

Pope Benedict XVI celebrates the feast of Saints Peter and Paul: “The Church is at heart a Eucharistic Community and so communion in the Body of the Lord. The task of Peter is to preside this universal communion, to maintain it in the world as visible unity”. 27 new archbishops receive the Pallium 

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) – In St Peter’s Basilica on Thursday June 29, Feast of Saints Peter and Paul, the patron saints of Rome Pope Benedict XVI presided Mass concelebrated by 27 new archbishops on whom he conferred the Pallium taken from the casket kept on the tomb of St Peter. A delegation sent by the Ecumenical Patriarch of Constantinople was present for the occasion.

In his homily the Pope reflected on the words Jesus spoke to Peter - "You are Peter and upon this rock I will build my church" (Mt 16, 18) – recalling that “the Gospels tell of three different situations in which the Lord, each time in a special way, gives Peter the task which will be proper to him”.

In the Gospel of Saint Matthew, “Peter makes his profession of faith in Jesus recognising him as the Messiah and Son of God. Because of this a special task is conferred on him with three images: the image of the rock which becomes the foundation or corner stone, the image of the keys, the image of binding and loosing”. Calling attention to the “geographical place and chronological context of these words”, Pope Benedict XVI said “the promise is made at the source of the Jordan, on the frontier of the land of Israel towards the pagan world. The moment of the promise marks a decisive turning point on Jesus’ path: now the Lord will take the road for Jerusalem and for the first time He tells his disciples that the journey towards the Holy City is the path to the Cross ...but at the same time it is the path to the vastness of the world where he goes before us as the Risen Lord so that in the world may shine the light of his word and the presence of his love... The Church  – and in her Christ – still suffers today. In her Christ is again scorned and struck; they try again and again to push him out of the world. Again and again the little boat of the Church is shaken violently by the wind of ideologies which penetrate her with their waters and she appears doomed to sink. Yet nevertheless precisely in the suffering Church, Christ triumphs”. 

The Gospel of St Luke tells how at the Last Supper the Lord gave Peter a special task. “This time Jesus’ words to Simon are found immediately after the institution of the Most Holy Eucharist  – the Pope explained. We can see in the institution of the Eucharist the founding act of the Church. Through the Eucharist the Lord gives his disciples not only himself but also the reality of a new communion among them which will last in time ‘until He comes again’.” Jesus explains what it means to be a disciple, the "ministry" is a service. In the face of the wonder of the disciples  of Jesus who in every era are at times surprised by the fact that  “God gives Satan so much freedom giving him the power to shake us violently”, is contra-positioned the prayer of Jesus “the power of the evil one is limited”. “Jesus’ prayer is the Church’s protection. May we take shelter under this protection, cling to it to be safe” the Pope continued. But Jesus prays especially for Peter, to safeguard his faith as a service to the brothers, aware of the weakness of Simon who would deny Him. “By means of this fall, Peter– and with him the Church of every era – must learn that one’s own strength is not sufficient to build and guide the Lord’s Church. No one can do this alone – the Pope said -. Peter’s task is anchored to Jesus’ prayer. This is what reassures him as he perseveres amidst human failings. And the Lord entrusts him with this task in the context of the Supper, in connection with the gift of the Most Holy Eucharist. The Church is at heart a Eucharistic community and so communion in the Body of the Lord. The task of Peter is to preside this universal communion, to maintain it in the world as visible unity.”

Lastly the Pope referred to the Primacy of Peter as found in St John’s Gospel. “The Lord is Risen and as such he entrusts his flock to Peter. Here too the Cross and the Resurrection interpenetrate each other. Jesus tells Peter that his path will go towards the cross. In this Basilica built over the tomb of Peter– the tomb of a poor man – we see precisely that, through the Cross, the Lord always overcomes. His power is not a power of this world. It is the power of good – of truth and of love which is stronger than death. Yes, his promise is true: the powers of death, the gates of hell will not prevail against the Church which He has built on Peter (cfr Mt 16, 18) and that precisely in this way he continues to build personally.” (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 30/6/2006 – righe 55, parole 854)

See homily in Italian
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29 June 2006 – Angelus

VATICAN - At the Angelus the Pope recalls the martyrdom of Peter and Paul “considered the act of birth of the Church of Rome...their blood fused in a single act of witness to Christ”. Call for peace in the Holy Land 

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) – Saint Peter and Saint Paul "apostles of Christ, foundation and pillars of God’s city" as the liturgy sings, were the centre of Pope Benedict XVI’s reflection before the recitation of the midday Angelus prayer on 29 June. The Pope said “Their martyrdom is considered the act of birth of the Church of Rome – the Pope said -. These two Apostles offered supreme witness at a short distance from one another... their blood fused in a single act of witness to Christ”. The Pope quoted Saint Ireneus and then Tertullian, who wrote "How blessed is this Church or Rome! It was the Apostles themselves who with their blood poured out to her the whole doctrine", and he explained: “Precisely for this reason the Bishop of  Rome, Successor of Peter, has a special ministry at the service for the doctrinal and pastoral unity of the People of God spread all over the world  .”

The Pope then reflected on the ancient liturgical ensign the Pallium which he had just given to the new Archbishop during Mass in St Peter’s. Recalling that the Pallium “expresses the special communion which exists between these Bishops and the  Successor of Peter” and urged those present to pray for the Bishops and the people entrusted to their care. The Pope then said “And there is another reason that makes our joy even greater today, the presence in Rome, for the Solemnity of Saints Peter and Paul, of a special delegation sent by Bartholomew I, Ecumenical Patriarch of Constantinople;" a gesture that expresses "the fraternal bond that exists between our Churches” and he asked those present to invoke the intercession of Mary, Queen of the Apostles that God may grant “the gift of full unity among Christians” and the Church in Rome and the whole people of God may offer the world “witness of unity and courageous dedication to the Gospel of Christ”.

After reciting the Marian prayer the Pope called for peace in the Holy Land: “deeply concerned I watch the events in the Holy Land and pray that all hostages may be returned to their loved ones. I call on the Israeli and Palestinian leaders to strive responsibly, with the generous help of the international community, to reach a negotiated solution which is the only way to guarantee the peace desired by their peoples.” (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 30/6/2006 – righe 28, parole 425)

See the Pope’s address
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29 June 2006 – Audience to  delegation of Ecumenical Patriarch of Constantinople in Rome for the Feast of Saints Peter and Paul  

VATICAN - Pope Benedict XVI receives the delegation from the Ecumenical Patriarchate of Constantinople: “give thanks to the Lord who has granted us to accomplish a new step in the implementation of his will for unity and peace.”
Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) –, On receiving in  audience in the late morning of 29 June the delegation sent by the Ecumenical Patriarchate of Constantinople on the occasion of the Feast of Saints Peter and Paul, Pope Benedict XVI greeted them with the words of Peter "Simon Peter, a servant and apostle of Jesus Christ, to those who have obtained a faith of equal standing with ours in the righteousness of our God and Saviour Jesus Christ: May grace and peace be multiplied to you in the knowledge of God and of Jesus our Lord" (2 Pet 1:1-2)... The Delegation, presided by His Eminence Metropolitan John (Zizioulas), Co-President of the Mixed International Commission for Theological Dialogue between Catholics and Orthodox also included Bishop Kallistos Timothy Ware of Diokleia, assistant to the Archbishop of Thyateira and Great Britain, and the Reverend Archimandrite Dionysius Papavasileiou.

“The fact that the feast of Saints Peter and Paul is celebrated on the same day by both Catholics and Orthodox – the Pope said - evokes our shared Apostolic succession and ecclesial fraternity. I am pleased to recall here how Byzantine hymnography attributes to Saint Peter a title charged with meaning, that of protocoryphaeus, the first in the choir who has the task of maintaining the harmony of the voices, for the glory of God and the service of his people. I am therefore grateful to you who have come to unite your prayer to ours, prompted by our common commitment to continue the journey that leads us step by step to eliminate all dissonance from the choir of the one Church of Christ.”.

After recalling many planned “important occasions of fraternal encounter and dialogue” the Pope said “Spontaneously we find ourselves wanting to pray that the Holy Spirit will enlighten and inflame our hearts, strengthening our common will to respond, insofar as it depends on us, to the Lord’s ardent prayer: "Ut unum sint"; in this way, may the disciples of Christ, united in faith, together proclaim his Gospel to the whole world, so that, believing in him, all will be saved..” Then the Pope said he hoped to be able “to undertake an apostolic pilgrimage to Turkey, a country of ancient and rich culture, a noble country where many holy Fathers of our ecclesial, theological and spiritual tradition spent their lives” for the feast-day of Saint Andrew the brother of Peter. “I am certain that this mutual exchange will strengthen our ecclesial fraternity and facilitate collaboration in our common initiatives.” Benedict XVI concluded saying, “May the Lord help us to move forward with renewed confidence towards the day when we will be able to celebrate together the Holy Eucharist of the Lord, as a sign of full communion.”. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 30/6/2006 – righe 31;  parole 443)

See address in English and Italian
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VERBA PONTIFICIS

Bellezza della fede

“In fact, discovering the beauty and joy of faith is a path that every new generation must take on its own, for all that we have that is most our own and most intimate is staked on faith:  our heart, our mind, our freedom, in a deeply personal relationship with the Lord at work within us. 

Just as radically, however, faith is a community act and attitude; it is the "we believe" of the Church. Thus, the joy of faith is a joy shared:  as the Apostle John says:  "that which we have seen and heard [the Word of life] we proclaim also to you, so that you may have fellowship with us.... And we are writing this that our joy may be complete" (I Jn 3: 4). Consequently, educating the new generations in the faith is an important and fundamental task that involves the entire Christian community. Dear brothers and sisters, today you have experienced how various aspects of this educational task have become very difficult, but for this very reason it is even more important and especially urgent. Indeed, it is possible to identify two basic lines of our current secularized society that are clearly interdependent. They impel people to move away from the Christian proclamation and cannot but have an effect on those whose inclinations and choices of life are developing. One of these is agnosticism, which derives from the reduction of human intelligence to a mere practical mechanism that tends to stifle the religious sense engraved in the depths of our nature. The other is the process of relativization and uprooting, which corrodes the most sacred bonds and most worthy affections of the human being, with the result that people are debilitated and our reciprocal relations rendered precarious and unstable. ”. (5 June 2006 – Discourse opening of Rome Diocese Ecclesial Convention)
“It is in this very situation that all of us, and especially our children, adolescents and young people, need to live faith as joy and to savour that profound tranquillity to which the encounter with the Lord gives rise. In the Encyclical Deus Caritas Est, I wrote:  "We have come to believe in God's love:  in these words the Christian can express the fundamental decision of his life. Being Christian is not the result of an ethical choice or a lofty idea, but the encounter with an event, a person, which gives life a new horizon and a decisive direction" (n. 1). The source of Christian joy is the certainty of being loved by God, loved personally by our Creator, by the One who holds the entire universe in his hands and loves each one of us and the whole great human family with a passionate and faithful love, a love greater than our infidelities and sins, a love which forgives. This love "is so great that it turns God against himself", as appears definitively in the mystery of the Cross:  "So great is God's love for man that by becoming man he follows him even into death, and so reconciles justice and love"(Deus caritas est, 10)”.  (5 June 2006 – Discourse opening of Rome Diocese Ecclesial Convention)
 “In all educational work, in the formation of the person and of the Christian, we must not shelve the important issue of love through fear or embarrassment:  were we to do so, we would present a disembodied Christianity that could not seriously interest the young person who is opening himself or herself to life. Yet we must also introduce this young person to the integral dimension of Christian love, where love for God and love for man are indissolubly united, and where love of neighbour is a particularly concrete commitment. Christians cannot be satisfied with words or deceptive ideologies but must go to meet the needs of their brethren, truly offering themselves without being content with some sporadic good deed. Proposing to children a practical experience of service to their needier neighbour is therefore part of an authentic and complete education in the faith. Together with the need to love, the desire for truth is inherent in the human being's very nature. Therefore, in the education of the new generations, the question of the truth can certainly not be avoided:  on the contrary, it must have a central position. By asking the question about the truth, we are in fact broadening the horizon of our rationality, we are beginning to free reason from those excessively narrow boundaries that confine it when we consider as rational only what can be the object of experimentation or calculation. It is here that the encounter between reason and faith takes place. In fact, through faith we accept the gift that God makes of himself in revealing himself to us, creatures made in his image. We welcome and accept that Truth which our minds cannot fully comprehend or possess but which, for this very reason, extends the horizon of our knowledge and enables us to arrive at the Mystery in which we are immersed, and to find in God the definitive meaning of our lives.”. (5 June 2006 – Discourse opening of Rome Diocese Ecclesial Convention)
Eucharist

“The message of this sign of bread…The mystery of the Passion is hidden in the bread made of ground grain. Flour, the ground wheat, presuppose the death and resurrection of the grain. In being ground and baked, it carries in itself once again the same mystery of the Passion. Only through death does resurrection arrive, as does the fruit and new life. The primitive Church discovered yet another symbol in the bread…Bread made of many grains contains also an event of union: the ground grain becoming bread is a process of unification. We ourselves, many as we are, must become one bread, one body, as St Paul says (cf. I Cor 10: 17). In this way the sign of bread becomes both hope and fulfilment. In a very similar way the sign of wine speaks to us. However, while bread speaks of daily life, simplicity and pilgrimage, wine expresses the exquisiteness of creation: the feast of joy that God wants to offer to us at the end of time and that already now and always anticipates anew a foretaste through this sign. But, wine also speaks of the Passion: the vine must be repeatedly pruned to be purified in this way; the grapes must mature with the sun and the rain and must be pressed: only through this passion does a fine wine mature.. (15 June 2006 – Homily during Mass on the Feast of Corpus Christi)

“Today, in Italy and in other countries, the Solemnity of Corpus Christi is celebrated, which already had its intense moment in Rome in the city's procession on Thursday. It is the solemn, public feast of the Eucharist, the sacrament of  the  Body  and  Blood  of  Christ:   on this day, the mystery instituted at the Last Supper and commemorated every year  on  Holy  Thursday  is  manifested to all, in the midst of the fervour of faith and devotion of the Ecclesial Community. Indeed, the Eucharist is the "treasure" of the Church, the precious heritage that her Lord has left to her. And the Church preserves it with the greatest care, celebrating it daily in Holy Mass, adoring it in churches and chapels, administering it to the sick, and as viaticum to those who are on their last journey. However, this treasure that is destined for the baptised, does not exhaust its radius of action in the context of the Church:  the Eucharist is the Lord Jesus who gives himself "for the life of the world" (Jn 6: 51). In every time and in every place, he wants to meet human beings and bring them the life of God. And this is not all. The Eucharist also has a cosmic property:  the transformation of the bread and the wine into Christ's Body and Blood is in fact the principle of the divinisation of creation itself. For this reason, the Feast of Corpus Christi is characterised particularly by the tradition of carrying the Most Holy Sacrament in procession, an act full of meaning. By carrying the Eucharist through the streets and squares, we desire to immerse the Bread come down from Heaven in our daily lives. We want Jesus to walk where we walk, to live where we live. Our world, our existence, must become his temple. On this feast day, the Christian Community proclaims that the Eucharist is its all, its very life, the source of life that triumphs over death. From communion with Christ in the Eucharist flows the charity that transforms our life and supports us all on our journey towards the heavenly Homeland. For this reason the liturgy makes us sing "Good Shepherd, true Bread.... You who know all things, who can do all things, who nourish us while on earth, lead your brethren to the heavenly banquet in the glory of your Saints". Mary is the "Woman of the Eucharist" as Pope John Paul II described her in his Encyclical Ecclesia de Eucharistia. Let us pray the Virgin that all Christians may deepen their faith in the Eucharistic mystery, to live in constant communion with Jesus and be his effective witness. (18 June 2006 – Angelus)

Family
“For those who have faith, the entire universe speaks of the Triune God. From the spaces between the stars to microscopic particles, all that exists refers to a Being who communicates himself in the multiplicity and variety of elements, as in an immense symphony. All beings are ordered to a dynamic harmony that we can similarly call "love". But only in the human person, who is free and can reason, does this dynamism become spiritual, does it become responsible love, in response to God and to one's neighbour through a sincere gift of self. It is in this love that human beings find their truth and happiness. Among the different analogies of the ineffable mystery of the Triune God that believers are able to discern, I would like to cite that of the family. It is called to be a community of love and life where differences must contribute to forming a "parable of communion". The Virgin Mary, among all creatures, is a masterpiece of the Most Holy Trinity. In her humble heart full of faith, God prepared a worthy dwelling place for himself in order to bring to completion the mystery of salvation. Divine Love found perfect correspondence in her, and in her womb the Only-begotten Son was made man. Let us turn to Mary with filial trust, so that with her help we may progress in love and make our life a hymn of praise to the Father through the Son in the Holy Spirit”. (11 June 2006 – Angelus) 
Mission
“World Mission Sunday, which we will be celebrating on Sunday, 22 October, is an opportunity to reflect this year on the theme:  "Charity:  soul of the mission". Unless the mission is oriented by charity, that is, unless it springs from a profound act of divine love, it risks being reduced to mere philanthropic and social activity. In fact, God's love for every person constitutes the heart of the experience and proclamation of the Gospel, and those who welcome it in turn become its witnesses. 

God's love, which gives life to the world, is the love that was given to us in Jesus, the Word of salvation, perfect icon of the Heavenly Father's mercy. The saving message can be summed up well, therefore, in the words of John the Evangelist:  "In this the love of God was made manifest among us, that God sent his only Son into the world, so that we might live through him" (I Jn 4: 9). 

It was after his Resurrection that Jesus gave the Apostles the mandate to proclaim the news of this love, and the Apostles, inwardly transformed by the power of the Holy Spirit on the day of Pentecost, began to bear witness to the Lord who had died and was risen. Ever since, the Church has continued this same mission, which is an indispensable and ongoing commitment for all believers.”. (2 June 2006 – Message for World Mission Sunday 2006) 
“Every Christian community is therefore called to make known God who is Love. In my Encyclical Deus Caritas Est, I wanted to pause and reflect on this fundamental mystery of our faith. God imbues the entire creation and human history with his love. In the beginning, man came from the Creator's hands as the fruit of an initiative of love. Later, sin obscured the impression of the divine within him. Deceived by the Evil One, Adam and Eve, our first parents, failed to live up to the relationship of trust with their Lord, succumbing to the temptation of the Evil One who instilled in them the suspicion that the Lord was a rival and wanted to limit their freedom. So it was that they preferred themselves to divine love freely given, convinced that in this way they were asserting their own free will. They consequently ended by losing their original happiness and they tasted the bitter sorrow of sin and death. However, God did not abandon them. He promised salvation to them and to their descendents, announcing in advance that he would send his Only-begotten Son, Jesus, who in the fullness of time was to reveal his love as Father, a love capable of redeeming every human creature from the slavery of evil and death. In Christ, therefore, immortal life was communicated to us, the very life of the Trinity. Thanks to Christ, the Good Shepherd who did not abandon the lost sheep, human beings of all time were granted the possibility of entering into communion with God, the Merciful Father who was prepared to welcome home the Prodigal Son. An astonishing sign of this love is the Cross. Christ's death on the Cross, I wrote in the Encyclical Deus Caritas Est, is "the culmination of that turning of God against himself in which he gives himself in order to raise man up and save him.... This is love in its most radical form.... It is there that this truth can be contemplated. It is from there that our definition of love must begin. In this contemplation the Christian discovers the path along which his life and love must move”. (2 June 2006 – Message for World Mission Sunday 2006)
“On the eve of his Passion, Jesus bequeathed as a testament to his disciples, who had gathered in the Upper Room to celebrate the Passover, the "new commandment of love - mandatum novum":  "This I command you, to love one another" (Jn 15: 17). The brotherly love that the Lord asked of his "friends" originates in the fatherly love of God. The Apostle John noted:  "He who loves is born of God and knows God" (I Jn 4: 7). Therefore, to love according to God it is necessary to live in him and of him:  God is the first "home" of human beings, and only by dwelling in God do men and women burn with a flame of divine love that can set the world "on fire". It is not difficult, then, to understand that authentic missionary concern, the priority commitment of the Ecclesial Community, is linked to faithfulness to divine love, and this is true for every individual Christian, for every local community, for the particular Churches and for the entire People of God. The generous readiness of disciples of Christ to undertake works of human and spiritual advancement draws vigour literally from the awareness of this common mission. These works, as the beloved John Paul II wrote in the Encyclical Redemptoris Missio, witness to "the soul of all missionary activity:  love, which has been and remains the driving force of mission, and is also "the sole criterion for judging what is to be done or not done, changed or not changed. It is the principle which must direct every action, and the end to which that action must be directed. When we act with a view to charity, or are inspired by charity, nothing is unseemly and everything is good'" (n. 60). Consequently, being missionaries means loving God with all one's heart, even to the point, if necessary, of dying for him. How many priests, men and women Religious and lay people, have borne the supreme witness of love with martyrdom even in our times! Being missionaries means stooping down to the needs of all, like the Good Samaritan, especially those of the poorest and most destitute people, because those who love with Christ's Heart do not seek their own interests but the glory of the Father and the good of their neighbour alone. Here lies the secret of the apostolic fruitfulness of missionary action that crosses frontiers and cultures, reaches peoples and spreads to the extreme boundaries of the world. ”. (2 June 2006 – Message for World Mission Sunday 2006)
Church Movements
“Let us ask ourselves now, at this Pentecost Vigil, who or what is the Holy Spirit? How can we recognise him? How do we go to him and how does he come to us? What does he do? The Church's great Pentecostal hymn with which we began Vespers:  "Veni, Creator Spiritus... Here the hymn refers to the first verses of the Bible that describe the creation of the universe with recourse to images. The Bible says first of all that the Spirit of God was moving over the chaos, over the waters of the abyss. The world in which we live is the work of the Creator Spirit. Pentecost is not only the origin of the Church and thus in a special way her feast; Pentecost is also a feast of creation. The world does not exist by itself; it is brought into being by the creative Spirit of God, by the creative Word of God. For this reason Pentecost also mirrors God's wisdom. In its breadth and in the omni-comprehensive logic of its laws, God's wisdom permits us to glimpse something of his Creator Spirit. It elicits reverential awe. Those very people who, as Christians, believe in the Creator Spirit become aware of the fact that we cannot use and abuse the world and matter merely as material for our actions and desires; that we must consider creation a gift that has not been given to us to be destroyed, but to become God's garden, hence, a garden for men and women. In the face of the many forms of abuse of the earth that we see today, let us listen, as it were, to the groaning of creation of which St Paul speaks (Rom 8: 22); let us begin by understanding the Apostle's words, that creation waits with impatience for the revelation that we are children of God, to be set free from bondage and obtain his splendour. Dear friends, we want to be these children of God for whom creation is waiting, and we can become them because the Lord has made us such in Baptism. Yes, creation and history - they are waiting for us, for men and women who are truly children of God and behave as such. If we look at history, we see that creation prospered around monasteries, just as with the reawakening of God's Spirit in human hearts the brightness of the Creator Spirit has also been restored to the earth - a splendour that has been clouded and at times even extinguished by the barbarity of the human mania for power. Moreover, the same thing happened once again around Francis of Assisi - it has happened everywhere as God's Spirit penetrates souls, this Spirit whom our hymn describes as light, love and strength. Thus, we have discovered an initial answer to the question as to what the Holy Spirit is, what he does and how we can recognise him. He comes to meet us through creation and its beauty. However, in the course of human history, a thick layer of dirt has covered God's good creation, which makes it difficult if not impossible to perceive in it the Creator's reflection, although the knowledge of the Creator's existence is reawakened within us ever anew, as it were, spontaneously, at the sight of a sunset over the sea, on an excursion to the mountains or before a flower that has just bloomed. ”. (3 June 2006 – Homily durino meeting with Church Movements and new Communities) 
“The theme of freedom has just been mentioned. The Prodigal Son's departure is linked precisely with the themes of life and freedom. He wanted life and therefore desired to be totally liberated. Being free, in this perspective, means being able to do whatever I like, not being bound to accept any criterion other than and over and above myself. It means following my own desires and my own will alone. Those who live like this very soon clash with others who want to live the same way. The inevitable consequence of this selfish concept of freedom is violence and the mutual destruction of freedom and life. Sacred Scripture, on the other hand, connects the concept of freedom with that of sonship. St Paul says:  "You did not receive the spirit of slavery to fall back into fear, but you have received the spirit of sonship", through which we cry, ""Abba! Father!'" (Rom 8: 15). What does this mean? St Paul presupposes the social system of the ancient world in which slaves existed. They owned nothing, so they could not be involved in the proper development of things. Co-respectively, there were sons who were also heirs and were therefore concerned with the preservation and good administration of their property or the preservation of the State. Since they were free, they also had responsibility. Leaving aside the sociological background of that time, the principle still holds true:  freedom and responsibility go hand in hand. True freedom is demonstrated in responsibility, in a way of behaving in which one takes upon oneself a shared responsibility for the world, for oneself and for others. The son, to whom things belong and who, consequently, does not let them be destroyed, is free. All the worldly responsibilities of which we have spoken are nevertheless partial responsibilities for a specific area, a specific State, etc. The Holy Spirit, on the other hand, makes us sons and daughters of God. He involves us in the same responsibility that God has for his world, for the whole of humanity. He teaches us to look at the world, others and ourselves with God's eyes. We do not do good as slaves who are not free to act otherwise, but we do it because we are personally responsible for the world; because we love truth and goodness, because we love God himself and therefore, also his creatures. This is the true freedom to which the Holy Spirit wants to lead us. The Ecclesial Movements want to and must be schools of freedom, of this true freedom. Let us learn in them this true freedom, not the freedom of slaves that aims to cut itself a slice of the cake that belongs to everyone even if this means that some do not get any. We want the true, great freedom, the freedom of heirs, the freedom of children of God. In this world, so full of fictitious forms of freedom that destroy the environment and the human being, let us learn true freedom by the power of the Holy Spirit; to build the school of freedom; to show others by our lives that we are free and how beautiful it is to be truly free with the true freedom of God's children. The Holy Spirit, in giving life and freedom, also gives unity. These are three gifts that are inseparable from one another. I have already gone on too long; but let me say a brief word about unity. To understand it, we might find a sentence useful which at first seems rather to distance us from it. Jesus said to Nicodemus, who came to him with his questions by night:  "The wind blows where it wills" (Jn 3: 8). But the Spirit's will is not arbitrary. It is the will of truth and goodness. Therefore, he does not blow from anywhere, now from one place and then from another; his breath is not wasted but brings us together because the truth unites and love unites. The Holy Spirit is the Spirit of Jesus Christ, the Spirit who unites the Father with the Son in Love, which in the one God he gives and receives. He unites us so closely that St Paul once said:  "You are all one in Jesus Christ" (Gal 3: 28). With his breath, the Holy Spirit impels us towards Christ. The Holy Spirit acts corporeally; he does not only act subjectively or "spiritually". The Risen Christ said to his disciples, who supposed that they were seeing only a "spirit":  "It is I myself; touch me, and see; for a spirit has not flesh and bones as you see that I have" (cf. Lk 24: 39). This applies for the Risen Christ in every period of history. The Risen Christ is not a ghost, he is not merely a spirit, a thought, only an idea. He has remained incarnate - it is the Risen One who took on our flesh - and always continues to build his Body, making us his Body. The Spirit breathes where he wills, and his will is unity embodied, a unity that encounters the world and transforms it. In his Letter to the Ephesians, St Paul tell us that this Body of Christ, which is the Church, has joints (cf. 4: 16) and even names them:  they are apostles, prophets, evangelists, pastors and teachers (cf. 4: 12). In his gifts, the Spirit is multifaceted - we see it here. If we look at history, if we look at this assembly here in St Peter's Square, then we realize that he inspires ever new gifts; we see how different are the bodies that he creates and how he works bodily ever anew. But in him multiplicity and unity go hand in hand. He breathes where he wills. He does so unexpectedly, in unexpected places and in ways previously unheard of. And with what diversity and corporality does he do so! And it is precisely here that diversity and unity are inseparable. He wants your diversity and he wants you for the one body, in union with the permanent orders - the joints - of the Church, with the successors of the Apostles and with the Successor of St Peter. He does not lessen our efforts to learn the way of relating to one another; but he also shows us that he works with a view to the one body and in the unity of the one body. It is precisely in this way that unity obtains its strength and beauty. May you take part in the edification of the one body! Pastors must be careful not to extinguish the Spirit (cf. I Thes 5: 19) and you will not cease to bring your gifts to the entire community. Once again, the Spirit blows where he wills. But his will is unity. He leads us towards Christ through his Body.”. (3 June 2006 – Homily during meeting with Church Movements and New Communities)
Refugees
“Tuesday, 20 June, is World Refugee Day, promoted by the United Nations. It aims to focus the International Community's attention on the conditions of numerous people who are forced to flee from their own lands because of grave forms of violence. These brothers and sisters of ours seek refuge in other countries, motivated by the hope that they will return home or at least that they will find hospitality where they have sought refuge. As I assure them of my remembrance in prayer and the constant concern of the Holy See, I express the hope that the rights of these people will always be respected and I encourage the Ecclesial Communities to meet their needs.

”. (18 June 2006 – Angelus) 

Saint Peter and the Apostles
“We are returning to the weekly Catecheses that we began this spring. In the last Catechesis two weeks ago, I spoke of Peter as the first of the Apostles; today let us return once again to this great and important figure of the Church. In recounting Jesus' first meeting with Simon, the brother of Andrew, John the Evangelist records a unique event:  Jesus "looked at him and said, "So you are Simon the son of John? You shall be called Cephas (which means Peter)'" (Jn 1: 42). It was not Jesus' practice to change his disciples' names:  apart from the nickname "sons of thunder", which in specific circumstances he attributed to the sons of Zebedee (cf. Mk 3: 17) and never used again. He never gave any of his disciples a new name. Yet, he gave one to Simon, calling him "Cephas". This name was later translated into Greek as Petros and into Latin as Petrus. And it was translated precisely because it was not only a name; it was a "mandate" that Petrus received in that way from the Lord. The new name Petrus was to recur frequently in the Gospels and ended by replacing "Simon", his original name

”. (7 June 2006 – General Audience) 
“This contextualization of the Primacy of Peter at the Last Supper, at the moment of the Institution of the Eucharist, the Lord's Pasch, also points to the ultimate meaning of this Primacy:  Peter must be the custodian of communion with Christ for all time. He must guide people to communion with Christ; he must ensure that the net does not break, and consequently that universal communion endures. Only together can we be with Christ, who is Lord of all. Thus, Peter is responsible for guaranteeing communion with Christ with the love of Christ, guiding people to fulfil this love in everyday life. Let us pray that the Primacy of Peter, entrusted to poor human beings, will always be exercised in this original sense as the Lord desired, and that its true meaning will therefore always be recognized by the brethren who are not yet in full communion with us”. (7 June 2006 – General Audience)
“The kinship between Peter and Andrew, as well as the joint call that Jesus addressed to them, are explicitly mentioned in the Gospels. We read:  "As he walked by the Sea of Galilee, he saw two brothers, Simon who is called Peter and Andrew his brother, casting a net into the sea; for they were fishermen. And he said to them, "Follow me, and I will make you fishers of men'" (Mt 4: 18-19; Mk 1: 16-17). ..Andrew, then, was the first of the Apostles to be called to follow Jesus. Exactly for this reason the liturgy of the Byzantine Church honours him with the nickname:  "Protokletos", [protoclete] which means, precisely, "the first called". And it is certain that it is partly because of the family tie between Peter and Andrew that the Church of Rome and the Church of Constantinople feel one another in a special way to be Sister Churches”. (14 June 2006 – General Audience)
“The Gospel traditions mention Andrew's name in particular on another three occasions that tell us something more about this man. The first is that of the multiplication of the loaves in Galilee. On that occasion, it was Andrew who pointed out to Jesus the presence of a young boy who had with him five barley loaves and two fish:  not much, he remarked, for the multitudes who had gathered in that place (cf. Jn 6: 8-9). In this case, it is worth highlighting Andrew's realism. He noticed the boy, that is, he had already asked the question:  "but what good is that for so many?" (ibid.), and recognised the insufficiency of his minimal resources. Jesus, however, knew how to make them sufficient for the multitude of people who had come to hear him. The second occasion was at Jerusalem. As he left the city, a disciple drew Jesus' attention to the sight of the massive walls that supported the Temple. The Teacher's response was surprising:  he said that of those walls not one stone would be left upon another. Then Andrew, together with Peter, James and John, questioned him:  "Tell us, when will this be, and what will be the sign when these things are all to be accomplished?" (Mk 13: 1-4). In answer to this question Jesus gave an important discourse on the destruction of Jerusalem and on the end of the world, in which he asked his disciples to be wise in interpreting the signs of the times and to be constantly on their guard. From this event we can deduce that we should not be afraid to ask Jesus questions but at the same time that we must be ready to accept even the surprising and difficult teachings that he offers us. Lastly, a third initiative of Andrew is recorded in the Gospels:  the scene is still Jerusalem, shortly before the Passion. For the Feast of the Passover, John recounts, some Greeks had come to the city, probably proselytes or God-fearing men who had come up to worship the God of Israel at the Passover Feast. Andrew and Philip, the two Apostles with Greek names, served as interpreters and mediators of this small group of Greeks with Jesus. The Lord's answer to their question - as so often in John's Gospel - appears enigmatic, but precisely in this way proves full of meaning. Jesus said to the two disciples and, through them, to the Greek world:  "The hour has come for the Son of man to be glorified. I solemnly assure you, unless a grain of wheat falls to the earth and dies, it remains just a grain of wheat; but if it dies, it produces much fruit" (12: 23-24).”. (21 June 2006 – General Audience) 
The Holy Spirit
“On the day of Pentecost, the Holy Spirit descended with power upon the Apostles; thus began the mission of the Church in the world. Jesus himself prepared the Eleven for this mission, appearing to them on many occasions after his Resurrection (cf. Acts 1: 3). Prior to the Ascension into Heaven, he ordered them "not to depart from Jerusalem, but to wait for the promise of the Father" (cf. Acts 1: 4-5); that is, he asked them to stay together to prepare themselves to receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. And they gathered in prayer with Mary in the Upper Room, awaiting the promised event (cf. Acts 1: 14). To stay together was the condition laid down by Jesus in order to receive the gift of the Holy Spirit; the premise of their harmony was prolonged prayer. In this way we are offered a formidable lesson for every Christian community. Some think at times that missionary effectiveness depends primarily on careful programming and its subsequent intelligent application through a concrete commitment. The Lord certainly does ask for our collaboration, but before any other response his initiative is necessary:  his Spirit is the true protagonist of the Church. The roots of our being and of our action are in the wise and provident silence of God (4 June 2006 – Concelebration of Mass on Pentecost Sunday and Regina Coeli) 
“But how is it possible to enter into the mystery of the Holy Spirit? How can the secret of Love be understood? The Gospel passage takes us today to the Upper Room where, after the Last Supper, a sense of loss has saddened the Apostles. This is due to the fact that Jesus' words arouse disturbing questions:  He spoke of the world's hatred of him and of his own, he spoke of his mysterious departure; and there were still many other things to be said, but for the time being the Apostles were not able to bear the weight (cf. Jn 16: 12). To console them, he explains the meaning of his departure:  he will go, but he will return; meanwhile, he will not abandon them, will not leave them orphans. He will send the Consoler, the Spirit of the Father, and the Spirit will enable them to understand that Christ's work is a work of love:  love of the One who gave himself, love of the Father who has given him. This is the mystery of Pentecost:  the Holy Spirit illuminates the human spirit and, by revealing Christ Crucified and Risen, indicates the way to become more like him, that is, to be "the image and instrument of the love which flows from Christ" (Deus Caritas Est, n. 33). The Church, gathered with Mary as at her birth, today implores:  "Veni, Sancte Spiritus! - Come, Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of your faithful and kindle in them the fire of your love!". Amen (4 June 2006 – Concelebration of Mass on Pentecost Sunday and Regina Coeli) 
“Today's Solemnity of Pentecost invites us to return to the origins of the Church, which, as we affirm in the Second Vatican Council, was "made manifest in the outpouring of the Spirit" (Lumen Gentium, n. 2). At Pentecost, the Church shows herself as one, holy, catholic and apostolic; she shows herself as missionary, with the gift of speaking all the languages of the world, because the Good News of God's love is destined for all peoples. The Spirit, the Council again teaches, "guiding the Church in the way of all truth and unifying her in communion and in the works of ministry, he bestows upon her varied hierarchic and charismatic gifts, and in this way directs her; and he adorns her with his fruits" (ibid., n. 4). Among the realities raised up in the Church by the Holy Spirit are the Movements and Ecclesial Communities, which yesterday I had the joy of meeting in this Square in a great world wide gathering. The entire Church, as beloved Pope John Paul II used to say, is one great movement animated by the Holy Spirit, a river that travels through history to irrigate it with God's grace and make it full of life, goodness, beauty, justice and peace”. (4 June 2006 – Concelebration of Mass on Pentecost Sunday and Regina Coeli) 
INTERVENTUS SUPER QUAESTIONES

Africa

Vatican City – “At more than twelve years since the celebration of the first Assembly of the Synod of Bishops for Africa, the Church in Africa is taking this first major step towards the celebration of a Second Synod for Africa’  said Card. Francis Arinze, prefect of the Congregation for Divine Worship and Discipline of the Sacraments, yesterday at the Holy See press office when he presented the Lineamenta 2nd Special Assembly of the Synod of Bishops for Africa

Cardinal said “There are great differences in the situation of the Church in each of the 53 countries on the African continent. Therefore generalisations should be avoided.”. Speaking of encouraging signs within the Church Cardinal Arinze said “Africa is the continent with the highest annual percentage growth for Christianity in the world. Many more Africans get baptised each year. In some African countries seminaries and sisters’ novitiates have more candidates than they can conveniently accommodate. New parishes and dioceses get created.” There are numerous initiatives for the growth of the faith “The lay faithful are active. Priests and religious are engaging in missionary work inside and outside Africa.”.

Among the problems and challenges in African society, Cardinal Arinze mentioned “The painful situation of violence and even war in Somalia, the tragedy of Dafur and the yet not totally resolved situation in the Ivory Coast, the Democratic Republic of the Congo and to some extent in the Great lakes Region… The challenge of building up a nation in harmony and peaceful development out of peoples from many ethnic groups put together as a country by colonial masters remains present, as in Nigeria. Moreover, poverty, disease and especially HIV/AIDS, are real threats and have wiped out large numbers or crippled them.” Nevertheless in the past 12 years Africa has made “significant steps towards greater democratisation in several countries.”.

With regard to the role of the Catholic Church Cardinal Arinze said she “is aware that she has to contribute first by preaching the Gospel to call to a conversion of hearts, respect for the rights of other people, repentance and reconciliation, forgiveness and harmony.”. Dioceses undertake acts of Christian solidarity for the poor and the needy and many Bishops Conferences have Justice and Peace Commissions, the bishops, The Bishops, especially when gathered in Conference, speak on national issues with courage and love. Refugees and displaced persons, find the Church as one of the few institutions that care for them and that can put a smile on their faces.

Bishop Nikola Eterović, secretary general of the Synod of Bishops illustrated the  Lineamenta. As suggested by the Bishops of Africa, the Pope approved as the theme for the 2nd Synod for Africa: The Church in Africa at the service of Reconciliation and Justice and Peace”. "you are the salt of the earth... you are the light of the world " (Mt 5, 13.14). 

The Lineamenta have a preface, an introduction and five chapters. Chapter I – “Africa and the dawn on the 21st Century” – gives a brief description of the social, economic, political, cultural and religious situation of the continent since the post-synodal exhortation Ecclesia in Africa, identifying positive and negative aspects in the past decade. It also examines the role of religions, the relation between Islam and Christianity, ecumenical dialogue. Chapter II “Jesus Christ, Word and Bread of Life, Our Reconciliation, Our Justice and Our Peace”, presents Christ as the Saviour of the people of Africa, the source of the Good News which illuminates the complex African reality and guides the Church on her path of  Reconciliation, Justice and Peace Chapter three on  “The Church, Sacrament of Reconciliation, Justice and Peace in Africa”. In her work of evangelisation the Church becomes channel of Reconciliation, Justice and Peace. In many countries the only Catholic Church has the moral authority to undertake this work for the good of the whole society. Chapter 4: “Testimony of a Church which reflects the light of Christ on the world”. The proclamation of salvation which frees mankind in every dimension is the duty of all the members and institutions of the Church, Family of God. In view of change in social and political situations in various countries the education of Catholic laity is ever more urgent. Chapter 5  “Spiritual Resources for the promotion of Reconciliation, Justice and Peace in Africa”. The members of the Church are called to be salt of the earth and light of the world, and to undertake the urgent task of new evangelisation. They should announce the Gospel with words and deeds and example of their life. The source of this spirituality is the liturgy, the Mass first of all, adoration of the Blessed Sacrament and other forms of Church prayer. The Lineamenta ends with a Questionnaire containing 32 questions to foster reflection and discussion in communities, parishes, dioceses and bishops’ conferences. Seeing it will take time to circulate the document and translate it into a few local languages, answers to the Questionnaire should reach the Synod offices in Rome by November 2008. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 28/6/2006 – righe 66, parole 935) See addresses in English and Italian http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/2006/sv_270606.html
Family
Madrid – A breath of fresh air: The encounter with the Pope will be a great encouragement for families all over the world, subject to repeated and ever more aggressive threats and attacks, according to president of the Spanish Family Policy Institute Eduardo Hertfelder with regard to the presence of Pope Benedict XVI at the 5th Meeting of Families in  Valencia 8 and 9 July. He said an ocean of people is expected in Valencia and that rate of awareness in Spain at present leads the organisers to expect even greater numbers than those given by the most optimistic forecasts: between one and two million people. He also said that to appreciate the significance for Spanish families of this 5th World Meeting of Families with the presence of the Pope it is necessary to realise the situation in Spain: the population is ageing, less babies are born, divorce and separation ever more frequent and what is more concerning is that families come under attack from many sides and receive no encouragement or support. Attacks against the family include recent laws which give marriage status to same sex unions, make divorce immediate and unilateral, usurp parent’s right to decide how their children are educated imposing state indoctrination, and the latest in the series, a law on assisted reproduction which opens the door to human cloning. Mr Hertfelder said this situation means that the Pope is coming to a country where families rights and freedoms have been curtailed by a government which has broken the economic promises made to families and passed sectarian laws clearly contrary to the family, to life, to education.  

Despite these negative elements – Mr Hertfelder says-, the Pope will find that Spanish families are still strong and the family is still the institution most highly esteemed, which shows its validity and continues to fulfil a series of indispensable social functions, the place where generations meet.

Hertefelder said in the present social context the Pope’s presence among families will be a great encouragement for families all over the world. The Pope’s visit will offer support to families, without ambiguity, with doctrinal clarity and will challenge all to work to support families at all levels, to assure families they are not alone, to help them defend their rights and be more than ever aware of the validity of the role of the family in society today. It will challenge civil and political leaders to see their policies assist the family. It will challenge the media to uphold and promote the importance of the family in society. “This visit will be a challenge for all. And this makes m e very optimistic about the future of the family  – Hertfelder concludes -. When we all wake up, and this is already happening, the family will be what it is meant to be, the seed of a new society ". (RG) (Agenzia Fides 21/6/2006, righe 37, parole 544)

Mission
Dassa (Agenzia Fides) – From 30 May to June 2 diocesan directors of the Pontifical Mission Societies in Benin gathered near the Shrine of Our Lady of Peace at Arigbo of Dassa, for their annual meeting presided by the National Director, Fr. Koffi Dorothée Hamaouzo. After Mass at the Shrine the meeting was officially opened by the National Director on behalf of Bishop Paul Kouassivi Vieira, Bishop of the diocese of Djougou and Benin Bishops’ Conference delegate for the Pontifical Mission Societies, unable to attend because of urgent pastoral duties who sent his support and blessing to the meeting .


Addressing the participants the president of the Catholic Bishops’ Conference of Benin   Bishop Antoine Ganye, bishop of the diocese of Dassa, focussed mainly on two pastoral concerns: how to organise in the Catholic Churches of Africa a structure such as the PMS which funds missionary activity and how to promote the celebration of World Mission Sunday and Holy Childhood Day at the national level. In his address the National Director underlined that the Pontifical Mission Societies belong to the Pope and to the Bishops and they are the Church’s central, privileged and priority channel for increasing mission awareness and support among the people of God in an authentic spirit of universal mission.

From reports given by diocesan directors on activity and initiatives in their area it emerged that the Pontifical Mission Societies are ever more widely known and active despite different diocesan situations. The directors also listened to a conference by Fr. Sylvestre Gainsi, on Schools for Mission Animators, and a presentation of the new PMS Statutes and PMS. After general discussion on the principle matters presented, the Meeting closed with Mass in Dassa Cathedral. Next year’s Annual Meeting for Diocesan Directors of PMS will take place 29 May to June 1in N’Dali. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 17/6/2006 – righe 23, parole 328).
Refugees
Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) – Made public today was the final Message of the 17th plenary session of the Pontifical Council for the Pastoral Care of Migrants and Itinerant People, which was held in the Vatican from May 15 to 17 on the theme: "Migration and Itinerancy from and towards Islamic majority Countries”. The lengthy document refers in the first part  to the work of the plenary session, and the address of the Holy Father, Benedict XVI  and then summarises the interventions given on different aspects of the main theme.


The second part of the message contains 52 Conclusions and Recommendations grouped by theme. Speaking of “Muslim migrants in Christian majority countries” the participants say  “Catholics, in particular, are called to practice solidarity with Muslim immigrants, to be open to sharing with them and to know more about their culture and religion. At the same time they are to bear witness to their own Christian values, also in view of a new evangelisation which of course respects freedom of conscience and religion. This means that Christians must get to know more deeply their identity as disciples of Christ, bearing witness to this in their lives and rediscovering their role in the new evangelisation.”

The participants in the Plenary Session strongly showed awareness of the need for “authentic dialogue between believers of different religions, especially between Christians and Muslims”, especially so in western societies, “in order to improve mutual knowledge and understanding, as well as reciprocal respect and peace. In any case, while it is necessary to welcome Muslim immigrants with respect for their religious freedom, it is likewise indispensable for them to respect the cultural and religious identity of the host societies.” They stress the need to  propose “a model of religious dialogue which is not only conversation, nor just listening to one another, but which reaches a mutual revelation of each one’s own profound spiritual convictions.” The participants of the Plenary Session also expressed the hope that in “those areas where Christian and Muslims ‘live together’, they may unite their efforts, together with all their other fellow citizens, to guarantee everyone, without distinction of religion, the full exercise of his/her rights and individual freedoms, personally and as a member of a community.”

 In Islamic majority countries, Christians and immigrant workers, “in general poor and without real contractual power, have great difficulty in having their human rights recognised.”. The Church must assist Christian migrants in these countries as in the rest of the world “in a context of due respect for legality and an interest in the formulation of just legislation concerning human mobility and the legal protection of all those involved.” The Church must make sure emigrants “are provided with a specific and even integrated pastoral care. This is true also in Islamic-majority countries”.

Considering the various sectors of migration and movement, the participants agreed that with regard to migrants “the Church must take care that they are properly integrated, with due respect for each one’s culture and religion . Therefore the Church must encourage dialogue that is intercultural and social, as well as inter-religious, with respect for due distinctions”. 

The participants underlined the importance of the school to  “assure education to the new generations, also because the school has a fundamental role to play in overcoming the conflict of ignorance and prejudices, and to have a correct and objective knowledge of the other’s religion, with special attention to the freedom of conscience and religion”, and that it is “indispensable to work for a verification of textbooks also regarding the presentation of history in relation to the religions.”.

With regard to States and religious freedom the participants stressed the need “to work hard everywhere so that what prevails would be a culture of ‘living together’ between host and immigrant populations, in a spirit of mutual civic understanding and respect for everyone’s human rights”. It was observed with satisfaction that “many States of Islamic majority have established diplomatic relations with the Holy See, thus becoming more sensitive in guaranteeing human rights, affirming the will to establish intercultural and inter-religious dialogue, in the framework of sound plurality.” In other countries it is necessary to deplore, in some countries, the restrictions of human rights, especially when linked to religious differences, and the absence of the freedom also to change one’s religion”. 

The document concludes recognising the special importance of the means of social communication “for the creation of an appropriate climate of understanding and respect as they give information on religious matters.”. Journalists and media operators should assume their responsibilities because “the media can also give an important contribution to the “formation” (and, unfortunately, vice-versa, the deformation) of Christians and Muslims”. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 23/6/2006, righe 54, parole 718)

See message in different languages

http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/2006/pcpmi_230606.html
Saints 

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) – The Holy Father Pope Benedict XVI on 16 June received in private audience Cardinal José Saraiva Martins, prefect of the congregation for the Causes of Saint and gave permission for the Congregation to promulgate decrees regarding holy men and women of various countries and miracles attributed to their intercession, or the fact that they died martyrs, or were known for their heroic virtues.


A miracle was attributed to the intercession of the Servants of God: Paolo Giuseppe Nardini, diocesan priest and founder of the Congregation of Franciscan Sisters of the Holy Family (1821-1862); Maria del Monte Carmelo of the Infant Jesus Gonzalez Ramos Garcia Prieto, nee Maria Carmela, Spanish, foundress of the Congregation of the Third Order Franciscan Sisters of the Sacred Hearts of Jesus and Mary (1834-1899); Maria Maddalena Della Passione, nee Costanza Starace, Italian, foundress of the Congregation of the Compassionist Sisters, Servants of Mary (1845-1921); Euphrasia of the Sacred Heart of Jesus Eluvathingal, nee Rosa, Indian, religious of the Congregation of the Mother of Carmel (1877-1952); Maria Rosa, nee Bruna Pellesi, Italian, professed sister of the Congregation of the Franciscan Missionary Sisters of Christ (1917-1972).
 
The martyrdom was recognised of  Servants of God Bonaventura Garcia Paredes, Spanish, professed priest of the Order of Friars Preachers (1866-1936), Miguel Leibar Garay, Spanish, professed priest of the Society of Mary (1885-1936), and 40 companions killed in 1936; Simon Reynes Solivellas (1901-1936), Spanish, and five companions of the Congregation of Missionaries of the Sacred Hearts of Jesus and Mary and of the Congregation of the Franciscan Sisters of Mercy, and Prudenza Canyelles i Ginesta, Spanish, laywoman, all killed in 1936; Celestino Jose Alonso Villar (1862-1936), Spanish, and nine companions of the Order of Friars Preachers, killed in 1936; Angelo Maria Prat Hostench (1896-1936) and 16 companions of the Order of Friars of the Blessed Virgin Mary of Mount Carmel, killed in 1936; Enrique Saiz Aparicio (1889-1936), Spanish, and 62 companions of the Salesian Society of St. John Bosco, killed in 1936 and 1937; Mariano de San Jose Altolaguirre y Altolaguirre, ne Santiago (1857-1936), Spanish, and nine companions of the Order of the Most Holy Trinity, killed in 1936 and 1937; Francesco Spoto, Italian, professed priest of the Congregation of Missionary Servants of the Poor (1924-1964).
 
The Heroic Virtues were recognised of the Servants of God: Marco Morelli, Italian, diocesan priest and founder of the Congregation of Handmaidens of the Sacred Heart of Jesus in Agony (1834-1912); Francesco Pianzola, Italian, diocesan priest and founder of the Congregation of the Missionary Sisters of the Immaculate Queen of Peace (1881-1943); Rosmini, Italian, priest and founder of the Institute of Charity and of the Sisters of Providence (1797-1855); Louise Marguerite Claret de la Touche, nee Maria Luisa, French, foundress of the Institute of Sisters of Bethany and of the Sacred Heart of Jesus (1868-1915); Isabel Lete Landa, nee Regina, Spanish, professed religious of the Congregation of Mercedarian Sisters of Charity (1913-1941); Wanda Justine Nepomucena Malczewska, Polish, laywoman (1822-1896); Jerome Jaegen, German, layman (1841-1919). (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 27/6/2006; righe 35, parole 452)
QUAESTIONES

VATICAN - WORDS OF DOCTRINE by Nicola Bux and Salvatore Vitiello – “Church, a Community of Love” 

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) – “Church, a Community of love”. The second part of the encyclical   «Deus Caritas Est» bears the title: « Caritas - The practice of Love by the Church as a “Community of Love”». The word Church is used in DCE no less than 88 times, although in different settings. This very high number reveals the determinant function which the Church, the concept and above all the reality of Church, has in the text written by Pope Benedict XVI.

In the title and at paragraph 19, one essential trait of the Church’s identity clearly emerges: she is a «community of love». Definition in which the term «community» indicates mainly the social, public, not intimistic or privatistic nature of the «ecclesial phenomenon». We all know that the «community» derives essentially and inseparably from  «communion»: it is the Ecclesia de Trinitate rooted in the Mystery of the Trinitarian God which understands herself as  «divine presence in the world», as we said earlier: «family of God in the world ».

This community is also known as a community «of love»: in fact  it is Trinitarian love, God himself, who convokes the people of God into one ecclesial communio, making the practice of charity through the Church, the visibility of His Love for mankind. « “If you see charity, you see the Trinity”, says Benedict XVI quoting Saint Augustine (n. 19).

Therefore a Church which is a community of love whose heart is continually transformed by the Spirit, whose essential task is the convocation of all men and women into one family of God. This is the missionary task: the Church is not an agency for vague pacifism or generic good works, a sort of massive «international red-cross », it has a task in history: to obey the will of the Father who wishes to reunite all men and women with Christ in one family .

Finalised to the realisation of the lofty mission assigned to her by Christ, the Church «cannot neglect the service of charity any more than she can neglect the Sacraments and the Word. […]the exercise of charity became established as one of her essential activities » (DCE 22). The practical exercise of charity is not a mania, nor is it subjective philanthropic predisposition, rather, the Pope says, it is part of the essence of the Church, her most profound identity.

The intimate nature of the Church is expressed in a triple task: kerygma-martyria, (proclamation) leiturgia (sacraments) and diakonia (charity). These tasks presuppose one another and cannot be separated (DCE 25). How often, to justify pastoral reasons, we create totally impermeable structures where it seems that Christ can be proclaimed without authentic education to charity and service, without an expression of the charity of the faith or, even more often, places in which the practice of charity is not in the least concerned with announcing the Gospel, in the name of a wrongly misunderstood respect for others which smacks of relativism. This is not the Church, but rather a partial and therefore dangerous (eiresis) dimension of her essential triple essential identity.

But what are the specific characteristics of the charity exercised by the Church, since they reveal a certain ecclesial identity?

First of all Christian charity is a  «response to immediate needs and specific situations» (DEC 31), therefore the Church is firmly rooted in reality and in history and is faithful to the compassionate tender gaze with which Christ looks on all men and women. To live this sort of concern it is indispensable that «Those who work for the Church's charitable organisations […]dedicate themselves to others with heartfelt concern »…« Consequently, in addition to their necessary professional training, these charity workers need a “formation of the heart”: they need to be led to that encounter with God in Christ which awakens their love and opens their spirits to others».  The Church is also an expert in humanity able to act with the heart, at the deepest level of the I, where the Mystery is present, active and shows itself. If charity must not be a means for proselytism, because love is always free, «this does not mean that charitable activity must somehow leave God and Christ aside. For it is always concerned with the whole man. Often the deepest cause of suffering is the very absence of God » (DCE 31). « Practical activity will always be insufficient, unless it visibly expresses a love for man, a love nourished by an encounter with Christ » (DCE 34). This is the encounter of which the Pope speaks in the introduction that I quoted: the encounter which opens life to a new horizon. The Church reveals her essence in love and in the exercise of that love which is charity and she gives first place to charity through the dimension of prayer: love which fails to pray cannot be true love. The Church’s prayer is the first form of love: « It is time to reaffirm the importance of prayer in the face of the activism and the growing secularism of many Christians engaged in charitable work » (DCE 37). The deepest intention of the Encyclical is a call to « To experience love and in this way to cause the light of God to enter into the world » (DCE 39). The Church is the Church of the Saints. Testimony of charity starts from them involving the whole community of believers, among them most excellent is Mary «the Woman who loves» (DCE 41). Image of the Church, Mary is for all a continual call to love which is the affirmation of our very identity as human beings and Christians. Therefore, very briefly, as it emerges from the Encyclical Deus Caritas Est, the Church is a community of love with an immense missionary task, firmly rooted in reality and history, able to act with her heart in a continual dimension of prayer. Here is material sufficient for a profound examination of conscience on what kind of Church we are living, what kind of Church we have in mind, and above all, what each of us means when we confirm our faith and say : «I believe in the Church». (Agenzia Fides 1/6/2006 – righe 67, parole 936)

VATICANO - Interview with His Eminence Cardinal Crescenzio Sepe: “My heart will always beat for mission”

Vatican City (Fides) – Cardinal Crescenzio Sepe at the end of his five year mandate as head of the Congregation for the Evangelisation of Peoples was appointed Archbishop of Naples by the Holy Father Pope Benedict XVI. His Eminence kindly accepted to speak to Fides New Agency  about the future that awaits him as Metropolitan Archbishop of Naples.
Your Eminence, five years ago you crossed the threshold of Propaganda Fide building just appointed Prefect of the Congregation for the Evangelisation of Peoples by Pope John Paul II. With which sentiments ?

I arrived at Propaganda Fide after the thrilling experience of the Great Jubilee of the Year Two Thousand which brought millions of faithful from the local Churches all over the world to Rome to celebrate with the Holy Father, after a long period of preparation and reflection on specially chosen themes. That intense and unique Year marked by hard work and profoundly spiritual activity in close and almost daily contact with Pope John Paul II, deepened my appreciation for the marvellous richness of the Catholic Church, universal, varied and multiform in her realities but One and granitic in her foundation, Jesus Christ. Moreover, since the purpose of the Jubilee was to celebrate the two thousandth anniversary of the birth of Jesus Christ, the One Sent by the Father to bring Salvation to the world, those Jubilee events were all focussed on the person and message of Our Lord. 

If during the Jubilee we worked to welcome Catholics coming to Rome for the far corners of the earth, at Propaganda Fide it is quite the opposite: our job here is to look to the world, to the two thirds of humanity who have yet to hear the Good News. As I have often said on various occasions my arrival at CEP was the fulfilment in a way of a long nurtured aspiration: when still a high school student my heart burned with desire to be a missionary. Nor can I forget that the diocese of Aversa in which I was born was also the birth place of Blessed Paolo Manna, who founded the Pontifical Missionary Union and the PIME Seminary at Ducenta. After many changes in my life as a priest, always marked by total docility to God’s will, at Propaganda Fide I had the grace of throwing myself wholeheartedly into the world of missions. 

And today five years later… 

As I told those who have worked with me in these years, I thank the Lord for this experience which has enriched me enormously, giving me greater insight into the situations and difficulties of peoples and cultures many geographically distant from Rome but ever closer in the globalised world of today. In these five years I learned much and received much. I experienced the extraordinary vivacity of missionary work, its sorrows and suffering, but also its joys. 

I consider it a grace from the Lord to have been able to see for myself the situations of certain Christian communities, like for example the one in Mongolia, where the Gospel is once again being announced after a long period of silence, and to help them take their first steps in this new life. How can I forget the promising opening of the Church in Vietnam to which I made a pastoral visit which was considered “history-making” for that country. I visited all three of the country’s ecclesiastical regions, I had meetings with the bishops, priests, men and women religious. I had the joy of celebrating the priestly ordination of 57 deacons in the presence of a deeply moved and extremely happy vast crowd of people packed inside the cathedral and outside in the square and the adjoining streets. I witnessed that the Church in Vietnam is living an important page in its history, a page of joy and of hope for the future. Most interesting were my visits to Kuwait and the Arabian peninsula where I had the joy of ordaining two Apostolic Vicars as Bishops. In these Catholic communities living in extremely difficult and sensitive situations I sensed the presence of the Lord urging them not to be afraid because He is with them until the end of time.   

My visit to Sudan gave me a chance to experience the situation there, extremely complex from the religious, social and economic point of view. The sad remnants of a long civil war are still visible: guerrilla warfare, violence, vandalism… not to mention destruction of structures, rampant disease and extreme poverty. Many of the Church’s priests and religious are among the many suffering from civil war trauma. Our visit to a refugee camp in Darfur was the most painful and distressful event on that mission. Nevertheless amidst so much suffering I witnessed the joy of those Catholics, their enthusiasm and their pride in the faith and the support the faith gives them as they face enormous difficulties  . 


I visited another African country with a process of peace to be consolidated after 30 years of civil war, Angola. At the Catholic cathedral in Luanda, together with the Angolan bishops I thanked the Lord for the gift of peace which put an end to Angola’s cruel and atrocious tragedy of war and fratricidal fighting between brothers. A tragic legacy of that long war, here too, are the refugee camps which I visited to offer a word of comfort and encouragement for the future.


I shared moments of joy and festivity with the Catholic communities in Benin where I presided the Mass to close the National Eucharistic Congress in November 2002, and in Uganda for the Centenary of the faith in the archdiocese of  Mbarara.

Unforgettable and thrilling with its Latin American warmth was the event of the 2nd American Mission Congress November 2003 the first major missionary event of the new millennium. I saw the Church which is in America, giving unreservedly of all she possesses, giving of her littleness, her poverty, her martyrdom to obey Jesus’ missionary command to go to all peoples and all cultures to proclaim the Gospel. 

In Albania I was able to celebrate the 10th anniversary of Pope John Paul II’s visit on 25 April 1993, and I saw, there too, after the long night of persecution, a new dawning of faith in hope but also with trials and difficulties for the Catholics and the consolidation of the different communities .    

And on to Mexico, Azerbaijan, India, Thailand, Cambodia, Laos, Myanmar, Taiwan. Despite my limits and inadequacy, I tried to imitate the spirit Saint Paul, consoling the grieving, rejoicing with the joyful, sharing anxieties and concerns, results obtained or goals to achieve. My mind is crowded with many faces and situations which I present to the Lord every day at Mass. There is no doubt missionary work is not easy and it faces no few problems and challenges, old and new. But one this is certain: if the Lord calls us to such a demanding task it is because He will not fail to supply us with the means to achieve it.

What do you take with you ?

I carry with me the heroic abnegation of so many men and women missionaries living in situations of enormous sacrifice but always happy to proclaim the Lord and spend their life for this cause to the last breath. I carry with me the blood shed by dozens of bishops, priests, religious and laity all over the world killed simply because they were Christians, because in the name of their faith they opposed what was contrary to the Gospel and the dignity of the human person. And I still hold in my heart the joy of so many Christian communities born in situations of suffering, oppression, poverty but firm in the faith even at times of persecution and able today to look with sure hope to the future, which is the future of the whole Church. 

How can I ever forget the many young men preparing for the priesthood, the young men and women preparing for the religious life, in mission territories, one of the richest fruits of the sacrifices of the missionaries who devoted their lives to planting the Church in places where the name of Jesus Christ had not been heard. And again the “new” missionary commitment of so many lay Catholics, members of movements or communities, whole families who leave everything to obey the Lord’s command. In brief, I carry with me the conviction that the Church lives, even when she faces troubles or oppression; that it is good to be a Christian, it is a source of joy even when there are difficulties, and that still today the Lord walks with every man and woman.  

Sad to say many mission territories lives terrible situations which you have seen with your  own eyes: never ending wars, violence, disease, extreme poverty, corruption, discrimination … 

Like Simon of Cyrene in the Gospel called to help the Lord carry his cross, on my pastoral visits I witnessed these situations and sought to help these brothers and sisters struggling at many different latitudes under a heavy and at times overwhelming cross. With my presence in many situations of suffering I wanted to show the solidarity of the Church and to say that even in tragic circumstances  the Church continues to preach the Gospel of love, justice and peace. I was able to encourage the authorities and all people of good will to take decisive measures to put an end to these situations. I offered words of comfort and gratitude to those who try to alleviate in some way the suffering of the people, suffering which is never an end in itself. For those with the gift of faith, after the darkness of Calvary comes the dawn of the Resurrection. I encouraged them on their journey, I shared their anxieties and I urged them to hold fast to hope which cannot fail because it comes from God.

If you were to name a priority which marked your experience as Prefect of the Congregation for the Evangelisation of Peoples, what would it be ? 

In these five years I gave special attention to formation at every level. I am thinking of the Courses for Bishops which brought newly appointed Ordinaries of mission territories to Rome for a few weeks to listen to lectures on fundamental aspects of their ministry in relation to the territories in which they serve. Our lecturers were prefects of Vatican Congregations and other prominent experts with whom the bishops were able to engage in frank and constructive dialogue. We also organised a Masters Degree in Development which inaugurated a new way of giving aid to Africa a stop ahead of the outdated concept of assistance: a group of young men from 17 different African countries, selected by the respective Bishops’ Conference are taking the course promoted by the Congregation for the Evangelisation of Peoples, the Università Cattolica of Milan and the Pontifical Urban University. When these young men return to their country they will be ready to contribute to the economic and social development of their countries. One recent major event to mark the 40th anniversary of Vatican II’s missionary decree Ad Gentes was a Congress organised in collaboration with Urban University. The Congress shed light on the importance in our day of the missionary mandate, and identified new paths for mission in the third millennium. These were some of the major undertakings in these years which come to mind, but it is impossible to mention here many other minor initiatives, no less important, pastoral visits, meetings, missionary congresses, courses in missionary formation and animation  …  

Now Pope Benedict XVI has called you to another demanding pastoral task : to proclaim Jesus Christ in a context geographically smaller but just as complex, not unlike many other developing areas in the West which present situations of chaotic urbanisation  accompanied by pockets of poverty. Here too the Church struggles to build the civilisation of Love based on respect among persons from all over the planet each with his or her own story and needs. A sizeable challenge …        

I am profoundly grateful to the Holy Father for this appointment and for what he has done for the missionary Church and for the Church in Naples. Secondly I would underline that perhaps in some cases, too much emphasis is laid on the alleged difference between clergy working in Curia departments and offices and those with the responsibilities of a diocese; as if a prefect or secretary or any cleric employed in a Congregation could work without coming into contact with people, their lives, problems, aspirations, without celebrating the sacraments, without striving to imitate the Good Shepherd. We are all at the service of the One Lord, the One Church, although our duties differ. In these five years as prefect of the Congregation for the Evangelisation of Peoples I have felt I was fully a Bishop of this immense diocese of over one thousand ecclesiastical circumscriptions, tens of thousands of priests, religious, missionaries...no territory has been for me merely a point on the map or a file in the archive and wherever I was unable to go personally or to send one of my co-workers on my behalf, I always tried to make direct contact with those who operate in that reality or territory .


To Naples I carry baggage of my experience in Brazil where I worked in the Nunciature but also visited the slums and tried to alleviate the suffering of those people, my experience of many meetings with priests from all over the world when I was Secretary of the Congregation for the Clergy, who unburdened their hearts confiding to me their concerns and also their consolations. The training-ground of Propaganda Fide extended my horizons still further across the world from one continent to the other.    

The plight of people in refugee camps, or those continually forced to move because of war and violence, those without a roof over their heads, is not so different from that of thousands living in degraded districts of the world’s great cities, struggling with unemployment, drug addiction, delinquency, insufficient housing, inadequate healthcare. The labour of many priests, religious and lay people fighting to eliminate situations of injustice and poverty often clashes with persons who prosper in illegality, in Italy and the rest of Europe, in America north and south, in Africa. The Church has no political solutions to propose, this is not her job, but she has the duty entrusted to her by Christ to remind man of his dignity and society of the values of the Gospel which cannot be renounced, otherwise she would betray her mission. Only if hearts turn to God will a new model of life be possible based on respect. Justice, putting to good use many positive natural elements in human nature. This is the great challenge which awaits me and every Christian.

How much of the missionary spirit of your youth remains still in your heart?  
To some people the pastoral government of an archdiocese, even an important one and with such glorious history as Naples, might appear to limit the horizons of missionary activity but I disagree. The viewpoint changes but the command of Jesus is the same whatever the latitude to which He sends us. From which ever way you look at it the missionary task is immense, it concerns every baptised Christian and drives us over and beyond all boundaries, so that men and women of today, so discouraged and anxious, may reach self-fulfilment and authentic happiness in the One who died and rose from the dead for our salvation.      

Difficulties and situations change but man, despite his merits and his defects, his virtues and sins, never changes, he is always the same created in the image and likeness of God. Years of experience of facing many apparently insurmountable situations will help me reawaken in all men and women of goodwill whom I encounter on my new path, the will to react, to let themselves be caught up in the work of changing according to God’s plan, even the reality of a city of Naples which has resources perhaps dormant but immense. 

We are encouraged by Naples’ vast host of saints, beginning with its first bishop, Saint Aspreno, to the most recent to be beatified Sister Maria della Passione. Also the next major national Church event, the 4th National Convention of the Church to be held in Verona, (northern Italy)  with the theme “Witnesses of the Risen Lord, hope for the world” sustains us on this path, giving us hope. Christian hope is not simply a “hope all goes well” wish, it is a virtue, its origin, motive and object are God Himself. It means putting our hope in the promises of Christ, working in this life to reach eternal happiness. This will be my mission in Naples. When I accepted my appointment I said my heart beats for Naples and now I add, and it will always beat also for mission. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 2/6/2006 – Righe 197, parole 2.838)  

VATICAN - The Saints of Charity mentioned in Deus caritas est Encyclical: St Ignatius of Loyola

Vatican City (Fides Service) - "the Society should show itself no less useful in reconciling the estranged, in holily assisting and serving those who are found in prisons or hospitals, and indeed in performing other works of charity . . ." (The Formula of the Institute [1540]). From its pre-history, the Society of Jesus has reached out to the poor, dispossessed and marginalised. St Ignatius Loyola (1491-1556) frequently ministered to incurables in various hospitals. In Rome he opened a house for former prostitutes, a home for young women liable for exploitation, and an orphanage. Equally important, as Superior General of the newly established Society of Jesus, he insisted that all novices have some experience of a ministry among the sick and poor. His Spiritual Exercises opened the eyes of many men and women to God's role in their lives, and enflamed their hearts so that they dedicated their lives to charitable works. Indeed, the later apostolic decision to establish colleges opened new vistas: through the sodalities and confraternities, students and alumni of Jesuit colleges witnessed in their lives the lofty Christian ideals they studied in the classrooms. St Luigi Gonzaga (1568-1591), eldest son of the marquis of Castiglione, forsook ducal courts for the Society of Jesus. As a student at the Roman College, he begged alms for the poor, and cared for the plague-stricken. He himself carried, washed and consoled the dying. Fearful for Luigi's heath, his superior forbade him to continue his work with victims of the plague. Instead he worked at a different hospital where such victims were generally not admitted. Nonetheless, a few months later he died of exhaustion due to this ministry.
St Peter Claver (1580-1654) was sent to the New World as a scholastic. Upon ordination in Cartagena (Columbia), he began what would become his life's work, ministering to the African slaves that passed through the port. Upon arrival, he offered them spiritual and physical nourishment. Through interpreters, he explained Christ's love for them; through his behaviour, he demonstrated his own. His compassion knew no limits. He nursed abused slaves and plague victims until old age and ill health prevented him.
More recently, Blessed Jan Beyzym (1850-1912) ministered to lepers in Madagascar. St José María Rubio (1864-1929), commonly known as the Apostle of Madrid, regularly visited the poorer areas of the city to assist the abandoned and the homeless. St Alberto Hurtado (1901-1952) founded El Hogar de Cristo, a movement responsible for the establishment of homes and technical schools for the poor throughout Chile. The Servant of God Jacinto Alegre Pujals opened hospitals and hospices for incurables first in Barcelona and eventually throughout Spain.
The same love impelled Jesuit missionaries to devote themselves to the promulgation of the Gospel to the proverbial four corners of the globe, e.g. St Francis Xavier (1506-1552); within Europe, e.g. St Peter Canisius (1521-1597) and Blessed Pierre Favre (1506-1546), or in popular missions, e.g. St Bernandino Realino (1530-1616) and Jean François Régis (1597-1640). Other Jesuits were "called upon to give the supreme testimony of love" (Lumen Gentium, no. 4) in martyrdom, e.g. Blessed Rudolfo Acquaviva (1550-1583); St Edmund Campion (1540-1581); St Paul Miki (1564-1597); St Isaac Jogues (1607-1646); and Blessed Miguel Pro (1891-1927). Of its fifty saints, thirty-three are martyrs (10 English, 3 Japanese, 1 Scot, 2 Polish, 1 Hungarian, 1 Paraguayan, 2 Spanish, 12 French and 1 Portuguese).
Arguably the most visible contemporary demonstration of the Society's continued commitment to works of charity is the Jesuit Refugee Service founded by Father General Pedro Arrupe in 1980. (Fr. Thomas McCoog SJ, Istituto Storico of the Society of Gesù in Rome and Archivist of British Province).
Biografical Note - Ignatius was born at Azpeitia a Basque town in 1491. He had decided to become a cavalier when during a period of convalescence he read a few books of Christian inspiration which put him on the path to conversion. He made a general confession at the Abbey of Monserrat, discarded his cavalier’s clothes and took a vow of chastity. For a year he lived a life of prayer and penance and decided to found a Society of consecrated men. The activity of the future Jesuits soon spread throughout the world. Pope Paul III approved the Society of Jesus in 1540. Ignatius of Loyola died on 31 July 1556 and was proclaimed a saint by Pope Gregory XV in 1622. Today there are about 19,500 Jesuits who work in 133 different countries in various fields of apostolate: Centres of Ignatian Spirituality; colleges, universities, schools; Jesuit Refugee Service; social centres; parishes; means of communications; Apostleship of Prayer. (Agenzia Fides 3/6/2006, righe 58, parole 827)

VATICAN - “The great eternal values of peace, mercy, justice in view of the development of the whole person, in keeping with the scale of values proposed by Jesus Christ”. Theatre discovered as a path for evangelisation. A major cultural event on Friday in Rome to return to the debate on the role of the arts in announcing the Gospel. The Church must resume her presence in an area where for centuries she was the engine of creativity and human and spiritual growth. Contribution by Bishop Mauro Piacenza

Vatican (Agenzia Fides) - On Friday 9 June at 9pm at the Teatro Argentina in Rome, there will be the very first performance of “The Light of the World” an opera in two acts written by Bishop Mauro Piacenza, president of the Pontifical Commission for the Cultural Heritage of the Church and the Pontifical Commission for Sacred Archaeology. Fides News Service asked the Bishop to present this important work. “In a discourse to the members of the Pontifical Commission for the Cultural Heritage of the Church on 12 October 1995, the Supreme Pontiff John Paul II of venerable memory underlined once again the Commission’s finalities and he said the concept “cultural heritage” includes “first of all the artistic heritage of painting, sculpture, architecture, mosaics and music placed at the service of the Church’s mission. In addition to these are written works in ecclesiastical libraries and historical documents preserved in the archives of ecclesial communities. Also part of this environment are operas, plays, musical works, films produced by the means of communications”. On the basis of this noble explanation, thinking of the intrinsic evangelising value of the Church’s cultural heritage, we thought no stone should be left unturned. Considering the impact of musical messages and the great dignity of a markedly metaphysical sector, such as that of music and opera, we decided it might be useful at the pastoral level, to open a frontier hitherto almost unexplored, that of opera with the support of cinema to carry the scale of values proposed by Jesus Christ in the “Sermon on the Mount” (cf. Lk 6, 20-26). On that occasion announcing the Beatitudes which overturned behavioural criteria of the day Jesus of Nazareth, the Lord, offered a formula for personal inward peace as well as tranquillity of moral order and peace in the institutional system. Besides man is perpetually searching for the truth - indeed man himself is a searching, a quest for the truth, that is, the ultimate meaning of life, as well as significance over and beyond the contingence. All this emerges powerfully in the young generations, at times in a contradictory and violent manner. Truth emerges like a cry which the young person feels rising in his heart, pushing him to go beyond himself. The ensuing need is irresistible and constitutes the very tissue of life. Man not only «has» need of the truth he «is» need of truth. The question emerges clearly if we are not superficial when we view society, especially the sector of youth. What is needed is an intelligent examination, an intus legere, moving the passion for reading one’s heart. However the existence of the need shows that man is unable, on his own he lacks the means to answer this need. The need leads him to go beyond himself, it becomes disquietude. Therefore man is a demand for truth and good which becomes beauty in view of integral harmony and justice. The question of truth is the substantial question of life: it emerges at every moment of life. Our day sees a dramatic conspiracy against the demand for truth, a conspiracy which unites the official culture, the media, but which fails to prevent from emerging now and then in life a subtle rivulet of the question: why do I exist? What is the meaning of life? How should I live? Where am I going? What comes after?
Reflection on all this and the consideration of the sensitivity and emotionality of the men and women of our day, led me to want to help people rediscover the original creative disquietude which pulses in all that is truly human .
I thought that music and opera, with elements of dance and film as a background, could be a means to reach the mentioned goal, using instruments of expressive nobility also to educate taste. Thus I wrote an opera. It was set to music by Maestro Ferdinando Nazzaro. The result is an articulate lyrical work suited to present day sensitivity, with the help of, besides singers, a recited voice, projection of pieces of film, a choir and a few elements of a ballet corps, as well, obviously, as an orchestra of the type used for great repertoire operas. The Libretto is taken from the Bible and the lives of some of the Saints, so that the composition in two acts crosses emotion provoked by the music accompanied by scenic action and film, in order to portray the great eternal values of peace, mercy, justice in view of the development of the whole person, in keeping with the scale of values proposed by Jesus Christ, as a criterion for fulfilling the authentic aspirations of all men and women of all times and all cultures. + Mauro Piacenza (Agenzia Fides 7/6/2006; righe 59, parole 785)

VATICAN

WORDS OF DOCTRINE Nicola Bux and Salvatore Vitiello – “Magisterium, sole interpreter of the Word of God or just one of many opinions?” 

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) – “Magisterium, sole interpreter of the Word of God or just one of many opinions?” – Dissent in the Church has taken on a new form: rather than oppose what is said by the Pope and the Bishops with him, it reduces it to one of many opinions. Sad to say certain bishops contribute with “perhaps” and “ifs” in their interventions, carrying coals to media relativism which reduces everything to opinion and doubt. Contributions also come from certain ecumenical centres where authentic Catholicism, flanked by that of other confessions, is proposed as complementary to them. An example: the Letter of the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith, promulgated by John Paul II on the concept of communion (“Communionis notio”): according to the method of Catholic theology, should be the point of authentic interpretation of ecclesiology in ecumenical dialogue, instead it is normally ignored if not rejected; then there are complaints of a lack of reception of official dialogue documents in the catholic home. In actual fact no few ecumenists doubt that the catholic Church possesses the fullness of the means of salvation: a sign of this ambiguity is the practice of inter-communion and the search for so-called differentiated consensus on the truths of the faith. The same can be said of the Declaration Dominus Iesus still very timely for the question of inter-religious dialogue, and the Encyclicals Redemptoris misso and Fides et Ratio, indispensable for theology of religions. Hence the need for an in depth study of the state of the ecumenical movement and that of interreligious dialogue. 
Who has the duty to “oversee” all this?  Since the Greek word “episkopè” has precisely this meaning, it falls to the bishops, as shepherds, and to the Grand Chancellors of theology faculties and rectors of seminaries to guarantee the teaching of Catholic Doctrine and continual comparison between it and philosophical and theological reflection. Most of the time we hear that Bishops pass over tricky questions for the sake of peace and quiet; this is a grave omission, because in this way future priests, confessors and bishops, and lay people who teach religion will bring the sheep  “back to the sheepfold without milk” as Dante says. When this primary instance of doctrinal and disciplinary verification fails to function, the Holy See must intervene for a principle of subsidiarity; this iter of verification has nothing of darkness, it is done in keeping with the Gospel method of fraternal correction. 

The theological method serves to distinguish between truth and error, today ‘weak’ theology. Do the bishops know whether or not at the beginning of courses teachers help students to distinguish between doctrine and theology? They should promote those points in Catholic doctrine on which there exists most ignorance or confusion: in Sacred Scripture, the historicity of the Gospels and the person of Jesus Christ – in view of what is emerging with the gospel of Jude and the Da Vinci Code – exposing the limits of the critical- historic method and that of the contextual, spiritual and so-called inspired letters; in sacramental doctrine, the essence and role of sacramental grace, the indissolubility of marriage, the relationship between marriage and faith, between civil and ecclesiastical marriage. 

In this regard it is necessary to be aware of the place given today to moral teaching in Christian law: very often bishops intervene on bio-ethical matters, expressing understanding for present day research and for situations of people, while making not the slightest mention of the necessity of conversion demanded by Christ and the assistance of grace, limiting themselves to the natural laws. Would it not be better for a bishop to speak of the theological and cardinal virtues so necessary for becoming ‘perfect like the Father ’? The bishop is not an ‘opinion maker’ , he is a man of God who speaks with God and who speaks of God with man. This is the vocation of every Christian. A Catholic religious instruction teacher who fails to communicate Catholic doctrine presenting our religion purely as a human phenomenon, is no different from a docent in philosophy?


All this as Protestantism advances among Catholics in various parts of Europe also due to a scarcity of priests; people are getting used to parishes run by lay people, therefore without the Eucharist, or dioceses where the members of the council of presbyters are mainly lay people; the divide between personal and faith of the Church is growing. It is  urgent to bring the West back to the faith, to the Catholic doctrine of the one salvific truth. (Agenzia Fides 8/6/2006 – righe 50, parole 713)

VATICAN - Holy See Press Office declaration on the Holy Land

 

Vatican City - Holy See Press Office Director Joaquin Navarro-Valls released the following declaration at midday today:  "The Holy See is following with great concern and anguish the episodes of increasing mindless violence which are bloodying the Holy Land over these days. The Holy Father is close, especially in prayer, to the innocent victims, their relatives and to the peoples of that land, which is captive to those who delude themselves into thinking they can resolve the ever more dramatic problems of the region with force or unilaterally.  "The Holy See invites the international community quickly to activate the means necessary for providing due humanitarian assistance to the Palestinian people, and joins the call to leaders of both peoples, that in the first place due respect be shown for human life, especially that of defenseless civilians and children, and that the path of negotiation be courageously resumed, the only way to arrive at the just and lasting peace to which everyone aspires."

.” (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 16/6/2006; Righe 12; Parole 175)

VATICAN - WORDS OF DOCTRINE Nicola Bux and Salvatore Vitiello – “Ecumenism, Unity e Primacy of Peter” 

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) – “Ecumenism, Unity e Primacy of Peter” are intrinsically  connected realities which live of and in each other and which can never be artificially placed in dialectic contraposition. Whenever ecumenism is presented in tension with Primacy, or even worse, Unity as an obstacle to Primacy, a serious, intellectually illegitimate and historically unfounded abuse is committed. Peter is guarantor of the full unity and the permanence in the truth of the whole Church; his word must not get lost among others, it calls all, with authority, to conversion to “sequela Christi”, the only true, realistic and not eschatologising, path for the ecumenical journey towards full manifestation of the catholic unity given to us by Christ.
Centrifugal forces are physiological to the extent that their energy is in proportion with the centre from which they draw their very existence. When instead these forces degenerate, besides lacerating the body, they determine their own dispersion and in the end eliminate themselves. This should be remembered by false prophets of nothing who convince themselves that they are lessening the power of the Primary and speak about Ecumenism and Unity as an alternative to Peter and candidate themselves as “authoritative interpreters of the Gospel”, in a delirium of exacerbated desire for presence which has nothing to do with authentic Petrine service.

In fact a strange centrifugal force exists in various components of ecumenical thought today: it sees certain members of the People of God open to any form of approach and dialogue with non Catholics, non Christians and non believers but completely closed to “natural docility” with regard to Church Teaching, which should characterise every Christian. This is then ecumenism “without roots” which mistakes vague anthropocentric cordiality, for the serious and scientifically based “dialogue of truth” so often invoked by Cardinal Joseph Ratzinger, Prefect of the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith.

It is unity with others, which does not start from unity with oneself, one’s dwelling and which, all told, flees from adult and responsible relationships with “those at home”, seeking refuge “ad extra” in a mistaken relationship with others, destined inevitably to disappoint and hurt, because it is neither motivated nor founded on unity  “ad intra”.

This sort of centrifugal force feeds more on attitudes than actual theological positions, more on grey and indistinct, vaguely conciliatory declarations, than references to the truth, more of desire for inexpensive media presence than humble, hidden and faithful service to the Church and to others. There are false prophets of nothing who from the highest organs of information (even catholic ones!) hurt the Christian family instilling their weekly dose of weak, sceptic and relativist Thought.

Prophets of “eschatologising gospel radicalism”, who always put the Kingdom of God in opposition to the Church (especially the Catholic Church), live a time of particular centrifugal vigour whenever the reality at stake is the Primacy of Peter. The expression of a precise and explicit wish of Christ our Lord, becomes the object of infinite distinctions of which, ultimately, the sole aim and effect is to mislead the weak and, in the vagueness proper to philosophical and theological relativism, weaken firm and loving fidelity to the will of the Lord who chose Peter and his successors to be the secure guide of the flock and  “perpetual and visible foundation of unity of the bishops and the multitudes of the faithful” (cf. Lumen gentium 23; CCC 882). In the name of unity “ad extra” they are willing to sacrifice unity “ad intra”, showing rare myopia both theological and historic.

If today forms of Petrine Primacy may be the subject of studies and renewal even profound (cf. Ut Unum sint), in order to purify them from what is not essential and remove anything that might prevent the full catholic unity of the Church from emerging, there remains the reality of the Primacy of the Bishop of Rome and dependence on it of the authority of the college of bishops, which has no potestas whatsoever “unless it is conceived together with the Roman Pontiff” (Cf. Lumen gentium 22; CCC 883;: CJC 336). (Agenzia Fides 16/6/2006 – righe 50, parole 681)

VATICAN - AVE MARIA by Luciano Alimandi - “Two inseparable Hearts”

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) - In this month of June love for the Sacred Heart of Jesus is especially visible since this is the month of this special devotion. Looking at the Heart of Jesus we encounter immediately next to It, indeed within It, the Heart of His Mother Mary which beats in unison with the Heart of her Son.

The blood which flows through the Heart of Jesus comes entirely from that of Mary, the fibres of her Immaculate Heart nurtured the Most Holy Humanity of Christ which, in the Heart, is particularly signified. This is why the Heart of the Mother is in Heaven with her Son; it is the only Heart Christ took with him, the one and only one!

We tend to forget that Mary was assumed into heaven body and soul: this is a dogma of faith pronounced by Pius XII, 1° November 1950. This means the heart of flesh of Mary is in glory, entirely transfigured and similar to that of her Son. On earth He took on her human traits, She in heaven received from the Son the traits of glory typical of Him: like Him she too is in Heaven with her body! In the liturgical calendar the memory of the Immaculate Heart of Mary follows the solemnity of the Most Sacred Heart of Jesus: one Heart calls the other, one Heart follows the other.

It is good to contemplate the mystery of Mary in the mystery of the Son and vice versa; in this way Marian devotion is not something on its own, it is lived as part of love for Jesus who on the Cross gave us Mary as our Mother. Numerous teachings of John Paul II in his long pontificate brought us forward on this path in the wake of Vatican II. 

Precisely the Totus tuus of the Servant of God – as Pope Benedict XVI recalled a year after his death – “summarises this spiritual and mystical experience, in a life totally oriented to Christ through Mary: "ad Iesum per Mariam" (homily 3 April 2006).

Being oriented to Christ through Mary means the Christian lives fully the relationship with the Church, which is the mystical Body of Christ and therefore the daughter of Mary. The title “Mother of the Church”, proclaimed by Paul VI, further illuminates this mystery of grace. 

In this context we find the words of Pope Benedict XVI on the feast of the Immaculate Conception of Mary; contemplating the mystery of Mary within the mystery of Christ and the Church the Pope said: “The Mother of the Head is also the Mother of all the Church; she is, so to speak, totally emptied of herself; she has given herself entirely to Christ and with him is given as a gift to us all. Indeed, the more the human person gives himself, the more he finds himself. The Council intended to tell us this:  Mary is so interwoven in the great mystery of the Church that she and the Church are inseparable, just as she and Christ are inseparable.” (homily 8 December 2005). 

So at the school of the Supreme Pontiffs we are reminded that love for Christ, Mary and Peter is for the Christian an inseparable love which lives and grows in the truth of the Gospel, in sacramental life, in prayer and in charity to others ! (Agenzia Fides 21/6/2006 – righe 37, parole 563)

VATICAN - THE WORDS OF DOCTRINE by Nicola Bux and Salvatore Vitiello – “Primacy and  Protagonism” 

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) – “Primacy and  Protagonism” While certain politicians propose compulsory semesters of civil service in order to educate young people to solidarity or make great efforts to promote initiatives of interreligious dialogue, we witness media interventions, print or televised, on the part of eminent ecclesiastics on the subject of condoms or immigration camps. We observe clerics acting like politicians and politicians behaving like clerics. What chaos! And one is the message which comes across: the Church is divided. Speaking unanimously, as St Paul recommends, is undoubtedly a condition for expressing unity and communion. Imagine just how this is demanded of the bishop who is not independent from collegiality, a term which refers to being connected by a bond. But protagonism – from protos, first – is stronger: they want to stand out, almost leading to a primacy parallel to that of the successor of Peter. Yet every good bishop knows from the Council that only cum Petro et sub Petro can one offer words which edify, not just one opinion among the many. If the moderate former-diplomat Sergio Romano felt bound to fault the ecclesiastic who went into the question of transit structures for immigrants (Editorial, Corriere della Sera, 17 June 2006), then in the Church, perhaps inadvertently, some are ignoring what Benedict XVI affirmed in the encyclical Deus caritas est: “The Church cannot and must not take upon herself the political battle to bring about the most just society possible. She cannot and must not replace the State. Yet at the same time she cannot and must not remain on the sidelines in the fight for justice”(28). That belongs to Cesar. Instead, a bishop and a priest must speak of things of God: they must have the lucidity and courage to indicate the necessity of conversion and the lofty height of holiness which Christ demands of man; they are not called to engage in the dialectic hair splitting of the reasoners of this world on minor evils in bio-ethics or structures of co-existence in politics. 
Let us imagine for a moment that the Church, after the Council, followed those who closed themselves in specialistic circles continually discontent: they denied the world was in crisis, indeed they said everything was fine; then they postulated the uselessness of the Church. Happily the Catholic Church possesses an anti-virus to conformism which renders itself visible, - Dante saw this – in great love “for the Shepherd of the Church who guides her”. Gregory the Great reveals his awareness when he affirms “Holy men…within, correct the distortions of sound doctrine with illuminated teaching, outside they are capable of supporting manfully all persecution” (Comment on the Book of Job 3,39; PL 75,619). And Benedict XVI, when he took possession of the Lateran Basilica, confirmed the necessity to safeguard sound doctrine because “Whenever Sacred Scripture is separated from the living voice of the Church, it falls prey to disputes among experts. Of course, all they have to tell us is important and invaluable; the work of scholars is a considerable help in understanding the living process in which the Scriptures developed, hence, also in grasping their historical richness. Yet science alone cannot provide us with a definitive and binding interpretation; it is unable to offer us, in its interpretation, that certainty with which we can live and for which we can even die.” (7 May 2005). 

It is evident therefore that primacy belongs to the nature of Church: without the primacy of the Pope the Church cannot stand. Because the primacy of one guarantees  the unity of all. The word  unity comes from one, a visible one, whereas communion refers to the community around the one. They appear to be synonyms, instead they indicate two visible realities which assume the invisible being “one in heart and mind”: heart and mind of the one Jesus Christ. The more we look at Him the better we understand  how the precious good of unity must be safeguarded. The Catholic Church in this way is the alternative to the system, to the succession of systems in history ; indeed the Church resists the system and inflicts on mankind the task of pursuing it (cfr J.H. Newman, Gli Ariani del IV secolo, Milan 1981, p 200). The Church, like Christ, is defenceless and as such she is exposed to the world, in view of human freedom, freedom of the prodigal son or the Nietzschean squanderer. To be ready for martyrdom is the sole primacy which Christ grants to the mother of the sons of Zebedeus. (Agenzia Fides 22/6/2006 – righe 49, parole 722)

VATICAN - TOWARDS THE PRIESTHOOD Mgr  Massimo Camisasca – “A True Man” 

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) – Anyone reading texts published by the Holy See since Vatican II concerning the formation of priests or young men called to the priesthood cannot fail to be struck by the ample  space given to human formation. This points to a profound urgency which deserves to be taken into consideration. The urgency that young men preparing for the priesthood should take this path not because they are afraid of other paths, not as an act of renunciation, but because they recognise the authentic possibility of the full growth and realisation of their humanity. It is impossible to tackle the theme of human formation and that of Christian formation separately.

Instead in recent years following a correct focus on the fact that the priest must be a complete man, too much emphasis has been given to the search for the perfect, rather than the true man. Ratio fundamentalis dated 1970 said of the priestly vocation, «although a supernatural gift totally undeserved, it is necessarily based on natural talents so that when any one of these is missing, one may rightly doubt the existence of a vocation». And in Educational guidelines for the formation to priestly celibacy 1974 it is even said «unless there is a man, there is no calling ».

Observations which are correct but they should not drive us to seek in the candidate the perfect man, but rather a man on the authentic path, a man who seriously places the whole of his humanity, his talents and his shadows, before Christ. A man who has censured nothing of his humanity but who is ready for self-sacrifice, because he knows he has received an even greater treasure.

We  should not hesitate to welcome to our seminaries and formation houses lively, rich, even problematic personalities as long as the intention is clear as the documents of the Magisterium often affirm. To quote Optatam totius, «the right intention and free will».

The very experience of the house of formation and the seminary should be an experience which does not censure the life of the person but, by means of just sacrifice, fulfils every authentic  aspiration. The house of formation or the seminary must be first of all a house of experience of the faith, experience of the people of God as place in which promises and  prophecies are fulfilled. Mgr Massimo Camisasca, Superior general della Fraternità Sacerdotale dei Missionari di san Carlo Borromeo. (Agenzia Fides 23/6/2006; righe 31; parole 422)

EUROPE/POLAND   - “The recent pastoral visit which Pope Benedict XVI made to our country gave new impulse to our efforts to focus more clearly on missionary cooperation” says PMS national director illustrating numerous mission activities in the coming months.
Warsaw (Agenzia Fides) – June in Poland was an eminently missionary month according to national director of the Pontifical Mission Societies in that country Fr. Jan Piotrowski. The first major event was the 6th National Holy Childhood Congress in two sessions both attended by 7,000 children, June 1 at Jasna Góra - Czestochowa and 10 June at Tczew. The theme of the meeting which also served to prepare the 150th  anniversary of Holy Childhood in Poland, was   "Carrying Christ to the World".


Another event was a National Missionaries Meeting in Warsaw attended by 130 Polish missionaries presently working various countries of the world. The missionaries shared their experience and listened to a conference given by the national director on the Challenges of Mission today in the Light of the new PMS Statute.   


Two other national events will be: a Course for Mission Animators on the theme Missionary Cooperation in the Spirit of Redemptoris Missio, to be held in Warsaw 26 June 2 July for 55 people from 20 different dioceses, and a National Meeting for Seminarians on the Figure and Charisma of St Francis Xavier to be held at the Divine Word Seminary at  Pieniezno. Besides these events the national PMS office has other planned for the months ahead. 

“The recent pastoral visit which Pope Benedict XVI made to our country gave new impulse to our efforts to focus more clearly on missionary cooperation in the Church in Poland” - said Fr. Jan. In this field the PMS office is preparing a National Mission Meeting 17 to19 September and then a National Mission Council 20 September presided by Mgr. Wiktor Skworc. In October Mission Week  and World Mission Sunday will focus on the theme “Carrying Hope to the Poor” in line with the 2005/2006 pastoral plan. Lastly there will be the 15th edition of the annual Missiology Session 2-3 December on the figure of Francis Xavier and a prayer vigil at Jasna Góra - Czestochowa with the presence of the Secretary General of the Pontifical Missionary Union Fr Vito del Prete, PIME, from Rome. (RG)  (Agenzia Fides 27/6/2006, righe 28, parole 402) 

VATICAN - TOWARDS THE PRIESTHOOD Mgr . Massimo Camisasca – the dangers of spiritualism and activism 

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) -  One of the most acute urgencies in the formation of priests is to help candidates avoid the danger of spiritualism and activism. Spiritualism and bureaucracy are two opposing temptations which actually reflect each other and prevent the mission of the Church to rise and develop. 

Spiritualistic reduction understands Christianity solely as an individual relationship with God, of the spirit of the individual with the spirit of God: danger of dis-incarnation born of egoism or fear, therefore of the absence of mercy, born of profound forgetfulness of the reality of Christianity, which is God – made – Man, God bending over and saving mankind. Spiritualism confines Christianity in a dis-incarnate prayer, a solipsist silence, a flight from the responsibilities of the present.

On the other hand activism, favoured by the bureaucratisation of ecclesial life which developed after Vatican II, reduces Christian life to meetings, conferences, documents, activity lived as “doing for others”, from which however awareness and responsibility of proclaiming Christ is absent. 

In both these errors what is lacking is the beauty of a lived life in communion which is the only experience from which a man can feel he is sent to the far corners of the earth. Both these dangers are born of a loss of awareness of what mission is and first of all a loss of awareness of mission as the goal of the priesthood, the goal of Christian life.

Don Giussani founder of the Movement Communion and Liberation, in an intervention during a plenary assembly of the Congregation for the Clergy on 19 October 1993 on the theme: “Life, ministry and formation of priests” said: «If anyone had asked Christ: ‘What do you think of yourself? How do you see yourself?’, I imagine He would have replied: ‘I am the One sent by the Father’. His existence was mission. This in fact was the human place through which his Spirit was to take His paths in the world, this is the generating word spoken by Christ: ‘As the Father sent me so I send you ».

A society like ours can only be touched by the grace of a diverse humanity characterised by this new self awareness. I am sent so that, through my humanity, others may be reached by the One sent by the Father. If God became man it was indeed because man can only be touched by the grace of humanity newly found. If this is always true, it is most of all for the society of today which is swamped every second by billions of words and messages in which everything is of such relative value that it equals zero. Christianity cannot renounce the truth of its origin, a personal communication. Everything can help, but nothing can take the place of personal communication. (Agenzia Fides 30/6/2006 – righe 36; parole 484) 

VATICAN -WORDS OF DOCTRINE Rev Nicola Bux and Rev. Salvatore Vitiello – “the human face of the institution” 

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) – The first steps of the existence in history of that divine-human mystery which is the Church, saw the Lord Jesus enter into relationship with other men, the Apostles and interweave with them a tissue of human relationships on which is founded the entire ecclesial edifice. The relationship with Christ represented for them the only reason worth their decision to follow Him, worth the ‘cuts’ they had to make in their lives in order to follow the Master.

The sending of the Spirit represented both certainty of the continual presence among the apostles of the Risen Lord, and guarantee of truth with regard to the teaching and handing on of the Faith. From the beginning the nucleus of the Church’s self-awareness was living in the Spirit with the Risen Lord in constant assimilation of that personalistic principle which Christ himself lived in the encountering and the choosing of those  “he wanted with him”.

The tissue of human relations and ecclesial institutions have a common origin in the Lord’s decision to choose a few men to  “be with Him and whom He could send”, constituting a method which is not only exemplary but also normative for the life of the Church. The Church not only followed Jesus’ example with regard to the tissue of interpersonal relations which through the years  have guaranteed continuity in the handing down of the faith, but in this example she saw a binding norm according to which the institution is not and cannot be separated from the human persons and therefore always has a face, a human face.

Apostolic succession in itself, all told, is a “succession of persons”, a “sequence of human faces”, which could be, without a theme, a subject for prayer and invocation which it is in a way in the Roman Canon. Therefore an ecclesial institution, without or ‘despite’ the human element is inconceivable. The cost of this hypothesis would be the betrayal of the Gospel teaching and the method chosen by Christ and at the same time, a falling into pure ecclesial idealism, totally detached from reality and, consequently, exposed to the most dangerous of ideologies, victim of the unending succession of modes of thought.

The ecclesial institution possesses a constituent human face guaranteed by the Spirit, although in the drama of that face’s limits. We can say that the Spirit works through this drama: Theodrammatics, Balthasar would say. The human dimension of the institutional Church rather than an obstacle to the faith, is an inseparable part of obedience to the faith which is never mere acceptance of formulas but rather assimilation of the method which Christ chose to communicate Himself and above all, for a human relationship with Him.

That initial tissue of human relationships has come down to us through the college of bishops and the Church will be credible and faithful to the mandate received from the Lord, to the extent that she shows this face guaranteed by the Spirit.

The Holy Father, Pope Benedict XVI, shows every day in his acts and decisions that he is well aware of this “human face of the Institution”, teaching us all in this way that Christianity is first and foremost: “a communicating friendship”, friendship with Christ and, consequently, among all men and women. (Agenzia Fides 30/6/2006 – righe 37, parole 514)
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